
                                                                                                                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructions: 

 

1. Complete the attached application and mail along with payment to: 

Office of Special Park Uses, Yosemite National Park,  

Attn: Carlisle-McMullen, P.O. Box 700, El Portal, CA  95318 

The application fee ($50) & permit processing fee ($100) are non-refundable, with no exceptions. 

(We are unable to accept credit card payment at this time.) Mail a check, bank draft or money order 

for $150, made payable to “National Park Service”.  

2. Please take note regarding the following “grayed-out” sections on the attached application form. 

 “List of equipment”: The use of tables, chairs, grills and sound systems are not authorized for 
this activity. Contact the Office of Special Park Uses for information on equipment that may be 
authorized for outdoor events. 

 “Credit Card Authorization”: Do not enter your credit card information. We are unable to process 
credit cards at this time. Fees must be paid using a check bank draft or money order. 

3. Once the application is received by this office, and after favorable review, a Special Use Permit will 

be emailed to the applicant for review and signature. The signed permit must be emailed or faxed 
back to the Special Park Uses office for final authorization (See email address below). The valid 
permit will be emailed to the permittee once authorized.  

 If the requested wedding location is not available, a park representative will work with the 
applicant to secure a new location and there’s no requirement to re-apply. 

 For more information please email Catherine_Carlisle-Mcmullen@nps.gov or phone 209-379-
1858 during regular business hours, Monday – Friday, 9am-5pm, Pacific Standard Time. 

 

Approved Wedding locations include: 

 Yosemite Hospitality, LLC land assignments which include The Majestic Yosemite Hotel 

(formerly the Ahwahnee Hotel), Big Trees Lodge (formerly the Wawona Hotel), Yosemite 

Valley Lodge (formerly Yosemite Lodge) and Tuolumne Lodge. 
Schedule (reserve) use through The Majestic Yosemite Hotel (TMYH) special events office, 

(801) 559-5050 and maximum time period for TMYH events is 4 hours. 

 Yosemite Community Chapel 
To schedule (reserve) a wedding event through the Chapel secretary, please call and leave a 

message at: (209) 372-4831 or email to YosemiteChapel@sbcglobal.net.  

-Maximum time period for Chapel events is 90 minutes. 

-Maximum capacity of Chapel is 125 people. 

 Outdoor Locations 

-Select a site from the Wedding/Ceremony Locations list posted on this website. 
-Maximum group size varies based on the locations, refer to location list. 

-Maximum time period for outdoor ceremonies (wedding/photos only) is 2 hours. 

 Depending upon the location and group size, a Ranger monitor may be assigned to monitor the 
event. The permittee will be responsible to reimburse the National Park Service for the cost of 

the monitor’s time at the event and travel to and from the wedding site at a rate of $50 per hour. 

Please review the Wedding/Ceremony Locations List for specific monitoring requirements. 
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General Information: 

 Using the Wedding/Ceremony Locations List please note time-frame and months in 
“parenthesis” listed for various beach locations in Yosemite Valley. These time-frames indicate 
the best options for weddings to occur on the beach so as not to conflict with rafters during 
rafting season. The month-frame listed indicates the months during which the rafting season 
typically occurs although it varies considerably each year. It is estimated that after the month of 
June or as late as September, the rafting season will end. As such, it is preferable to then 

schedule weddings at any time of day or evening (to dusk only) within the beach areas.  

 In general a wedding/ceremony may be scheduled for anytime from sun-up to sun-down with 
exception to Cathedral Beach and Sentinel Beach sites which are closed at early dusk. 

 Wedding/Ceremonies held within picnic/beach locations must occur on the beach. 

 If a group consists of a total of 10 people or less (including minister, photographer(s), wedding 

party, guests, etc.) a specific location not listed on the Wedding/Ceremony Locations List 
may be requested by the applicant. A group size of more than 10 is strictly prohibited from using 
areas not listed on the location list.  

 Groups of 10 or less are restricted to boardwalks, paved paths, hiking trails and viewing areas. 
The use of meadows is strictly prohibited with the exception of El Capitan Meadow. Contact 
Catherine_Carlisle-Mcmullen@nps.gov (209-379-1858) to learn more about possible wedding 
sites.  

 Flowers and Boutonnieres: The National Park Service encourages applicants to select flower 
species indigenous to Yosemite such as, Indian Paintbrush or Black-eyed Susan’s, or to select 
Bouquets and Boutonnieres that include hardy or closed bud species such as roses or tulips so 

seeds do not revegetate the park with non-indigenous species. Call (209) 379-1858 for more 

information. 
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