























The Fisheries prog ram

Native Fish Conservation Plan

n order to implement aggressive actions that

will ensure recovery of native fish and restore

natural ecosystem function, a Native Fish
Conservation Plan/ Environmental Assessment (EA)
was completed and made available for review and
comment on December 16, 2010, concluding a year-

long internal planning and public participation process.

The EA proposes to conserve native fish from threats
of nonnative species, disease, and climate-induced
environmental change, and it provides guidance and an
adaptive framework for managing fisheries and aquatic
resources over the next two decades.

The interdisciplinary team for development of
the Native Fish Conservation Plan/Environmental
Assessment included compliance specialists and
representatives from all park divisions.
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A native fish restoration field team hiking to a remote reach of upper Grayling Creek, 2009.

The EA recommends addressing the issues by
implementing large scale removal of lake trout on
Yellowstone Lake via NPS netting crews and the
incorporation of private sector, contract netters. It
describes in detail the development of benchmarks for
lake trout suppression and an adaptive management
strategy for actions on Yellowstone Lake and in streams
and lakes elsewhere across the park and calls for the
development and implementation of robust monitoring
and continued scientific review through collaboration
with partners. “<2¥€

Seasonal staff, such as National Park Service Biological
Science Technician Kate Olsen (right), comprise a
majority of the workforce for completing native fish
conservation actions each year.
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Spawning Cutthroat at
Clear Creek

he Yellowstone Lake cutthroat
I trout population is the
largest remaining, genetically

unaltered population of Yellowstone
cutthroat trout (YCT) in the world
(Behnke 2002). However, impacts from
nonnative lake trout, whirling disease,
and extended drought (late 1990s—mid
2000s) have driven this population
into decline. The number of upstream
migrating cutthroat trout in Clear
Creek (fig. 2) declined from 54,928

in 1988 to just 538 in 2007 (fig. 3)
and mean total length of upstream
migrants increased from 393 mm to
523 mm during the same period. The
apparent lack of recruitment and the
aging spawning population indicate
that this population is at serious risk
of extirpation. Unfortunately, high
run-off in 2008 damaged the Clear
Creek fish weir and trap, rendering

it inoperable in 2009 and 2010. The
fisheries team is implementing plans to
restore the monitoring of YCT spawning

at Clear Creek.
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Figure 2. Yellowstone Lake and several major tributary drainages
within Yellowstone National Park.
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