






































































1. Management of Natural Habitat 
Present management is oriented to maintaining the integrity 

of natural ecosystems . Artificial control of resources and natural 
processes are held to the absolute minimum required to offset known 
human impacts on those resources and/ or processes. 

Former programs to regulate large populations of elk and 
bison within the national park by live trapping and slaughter programs 
have been replaced by natural regulation (Cole 1971; Meagher 1973). In 
lieu of removing assumed surplus animals from the ecosystem, either for 
use in restocking other ranges or as food for man, those animals that die 
because of age, malnutrition, disease, or other natural factors are 
permitted to complete their full cycle without human interference. This 
concept is based on the premise that nothing in nature is either 11 good 11 

or 11 evil 11 and the death of the individual is as natural and necessary an 
event as is birth. 

Late winter and early spring is the period when the 
greatest number of elk and bison deaths occur in the wild. The time of 
11 Winter kill 11 overlaps with the emergence of grizzly bears from their 
winter dens when food items other than carrion is scarce. Bears and 
other scavengers seek out the carcasses of elk and bison--a source of 
protein and energy that may be essential to the survival of the species 
within Yellowstone. 

The grizzly bear is resourceful and has the ability to use 
a wide variety of foods--roots, berries, and other vegetative materials in 
addition to carrion, small rodents, etc. Some predation by bears, mainly 
on elk, has been noted by biologists in Yellowstone (Cole 1972). The 
grizzly bear is capable of killing both adults and calves, most frequently 
in spring. 

Yellowstone National Park has initiated a program to 
reestablish fire as a natural factor of t he park ecosystems . Many years 
of fire suppression have somewhat modified the natural mosaic and species 
composition of vegetation, particularly on the northern range (Houston 
1974) . The effects of fire on the grizzly bear are not fully understood 
but, because the bear evolved in an environment in which fire was a 
normal and perhaps essential element, the assumption is made that 
restoration of a natural fire regime will not have an adverse impact on the 
bear population. The reverse is likely because of the grizzly's ability to 
utilize diverse habitats. 

F . People 
1 . Visitation 

Visitation passed the 2~ million mark in 1976, after 
remaining in the 2 to 21a million range for the previous eleven years 
(Table 3). The latter fact led many to believe that park visitation had 
leveled out, but a close look at the long-range record indicates that 
visitation here has always progressed irregularly but continually upwards. 
Early increases were tied more to improvements in facilities and to a 
growing awareness of the park . During the post war years of the 'late 
40 1 s and early 50's, increases in both population and leisure time sparked 
most of the travel, the sharp decline during the gas shortage of 1974 
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FIGURE 7 

. OBSERVATIONS OF UNMARKED GRIZZLY BEARS DURING 1981 

SOURCE: Knight, R. et al, 1982. Annual Report of the Interagency 
Study Team, 1981. 
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