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Tomahas, who Killed Dr. Whitman
Both are by Paul Kane who visited Waiilatpu, July 1847. Several years after he drew the 
sketch at left, he learned that Tomahas was convicted of the murder of Whitman and 
was hanged at Oregon City, June 3, 1850. He then, using artistic license, painted the 
picture at the right. In his Wanderings of an Artist (page 195), he wrote as though to 
justify his second picture: “His appearance was the most savage I ever beheld.”
Courtesy, Peabody Museum, Harvard University; Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto
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Tiloukaikt, Chief of the Waiilatpu Cayuses
One of three dissimilar portraits by Paul Kane of this chief. Two are in the Amon 
Carter Museum, Fort Worth, and one is in the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto.
Courtesy, Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto.



226     Marcus and Narcissa Whitman and the Opening of Old Oregon  VOLUME T WO CH A PTER T W ENT Y-ONE  Prelude to Tragedy, September 1846–November 1847    227

Pa
u

l 
K

a
n

e’
s 

Sk
et

ch
es

 B
el

ie
ve

d
 t

o
 b

e 
o

f 
th

e 
W

h
it

m
a

n
s

T
he

se
 a

re
 p

os
si

bl
y 

au
th

en
ti

c 
sk

et
ch

es
 o

f M
ar

cu
s a

n
d 

N
ar

ci
ss

a 
W

hi
tm

an
 d

ra
w

n 
in

 Ju
ly

 1
84

7.
 F

or
 e

vi
de

n
ce

 u
se

d 
in

 v
er

ifi
ca

ti
on

, 
se

e 
vo

lu
m

e 
tw

o,
 p

ag
e 

17
4 

ff
. O

n 
th

e 
sk

et
ch

 o
f M

ar
cu

s,
 n

ot
e 

th
e 

fa
ce

 o
f a

 g
ir

l b
el

ow
-t

he
 le

ft
 s

ho
u

ld
er

, t
he

 le
tt

er
 “

W
” 

be
fo

re
 th

e 
br

im
 o

f t
he

 h
at

, a
n

d 
at

 lo
w

er
 r

ig
ht

, i
n

ve
rt

ed
, i

s 
a 

fi
gu

re
 a

t a
 b

on
fi

re
 w

it
h 

th
e 

ha
n

dl
e 

of
 a

 g
ar

de
n 

to
ol

. B
y 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 o

f R
oy

al
 

O
n

ta
ri

o 
M

us
eu

m
, T

or
on

to
. K

an
e 

sk
et

ch
es

 9
46

.1
5.

29
3 

&
 9

46
.1

5.
29

9.




