Mr. Weir also had another studio for when he painted outdoors in rain or cold. It was a portable studio Sometimes you were used in buildings like this one, instead of walls. What is it? Read the riddle to
with an oil stove inside, and was pulled by oxen. He called it the _312_ A e figure it out:
Car. Hint: It's the house of a king! Here would be stored the material for fire

6. Head to the Secret Garden behind the Weir Studio. Stop by the wooden garden gate and turn Chopped, dried and stacked—all in a pile.

around to face Mr. Weir’s studio. Look at the red building to the right. This was a second studio This structurewasthe o o shed.
built in 1932 for the sculptor Mahonri Young - the Young Studio.

Mr. Young was from Salt Lake City, Utah. So how did he get to
Connecticut? He married one of Mr. Weir’s three daughters,

7. Turn around and walk back across the grass in the same direction you came from and go to the
cube-shaped structure made of stone.

Dorothy. This was also built with stone. What is it? Read the riddle to figure it out:
1. Continue downhill 30 paces between the garden and the g:;fi;fogoall)lehggvsgﬁ(ci)rl;leufr?::llgfthe round
studios. Turn left and walk into a small yard surrounded on & & '
two sides by white walls. This structure covered the 1 1.
Mr. Young used this studio to mgke spulptures, both large and Really bl% stones never got used at the farm.
small: To.the {eft you can see a historic photqgraph of Mr. Young Continue on the journey to learn about these stones..
working in this studio. His biggest sculpture is a monument
called “This is the Place.” For this, he sculpted 75 figures, some 8. Look at the large stones protruding from the grassy lawn around you.

of which were over 10 feet high! How did he get these sculptures

out of the studio? Once you’ve found how, count the number of - - - — - -
Sometimes, you were too big and heavy to be used in a wall or building, so you just sat in the field!

hinges you see. Write out that number here: __,,

8. Leave this area the way you came so you are standing again Take one final look at the landscape to reflect on your journey as a stone. To 9. Now walk back to
at both studios. Walk between them. Continue straight until complete your journey fill in the blanks to this poem using the information the gap in the stone
you see stone stairs to your left. Walk down the stairs and turn you learned: wall you last came
to face the studios. The Earth lav covered in <o stron through. Look down

Mr. Weir and Mr. Young were not the only Until a hugey T T started. glﬁing along%, to the right. There is

artists to use the studios. After Mr. Youngdied @~~~ S W < 92 a wooden post and

in 1957, two more artists moved to the farm— It broke, crushed, and tumbled the rock at its feet, wooden stump. Near

Sperry and Doris Andrews. Mr. Andrews created Leaving small,rounded , once ize ;t?tmll)) you will see
e letterbox.

around 8,000 paintings while he was here, until melted complete.

2005. To the right is a photograph of Mr. Andrews
painting in the historic Weir Studio. Mr. and Mrs.
Andrews helped to make this place a National
Historic Site in 1990.

Then came here to plow up this land,

Saying, “what shall we do with this field stone at hand?”

Theyused rocks to buildlotsof |
These divided their fields, their own to call.

The farm has been home to many artists. But how did Mr. Weir end up here
in the first place? Using the letters from your previous answers, fill in the

blanks to answer the question: How did Mr. Weir get his farm? Stone also built structures, as the landscape does tell

At Weir Farm, these were a woodshed and .
—4——10—  —§— 18— —l4— —17— — 10— —17—  —14—
— 3 —4— — 25— —3— —8— —25— — 33— —2%—  —l——3— —1— Some stones were simply too to be used,

PN () o L1 And they sat in fields, always unmoved.

9. Look at the Young Studio straight ahead. To the left is a tree with a EOW you have seen thg journey of a stone,
journey, for you, that is now well-known.

natural hiding spot. Look here for the letterbox.

Junior Ranger Letterboxing 2 Junior Ranger Letterboxing



Letterbox #5 Letterbox #1

Weir Farm National Historic Site: One of Many Artists: Painting by Number
You are in one of the country’s many national'parks..T'hese.parks are for the enjoyment, education, apd Weir Farm National Historic Site was home to three generations of artists, who have painted this
inspiration of the people. This final Letterboxing activity will teach you about the National Park Service. landscape for over 125 years. In this Letterboxing activity, you will learn about these three artists, see

examples of their artwork, and answer questions to crack a code.

1. Walk across the grassy lawn through the green gate toward the visitor center. Face the main
visitor center door—the one between the two large bushes and two large windows. 1. Take a left out of the visitor center and follow the visitor path to the left. When you reach the
pedestrian crosswalk, stop for a moment.

2. Look at the sign to the left of the door. What is th dthat int s with Pelham Lane? o ;
This sign is the symbol of the National Park Service (NPS). The job of the NPS is to protect the at1s the foad that tntersects with Feham Lanes —— ——— 4 > A

resources found in national parks, so that visitors can enjoy them year after year. National parks
protect animals, plants, water, and geological formations. In the sign, there are four symbols that
represent these resources. Fill in the blanks with the symbol that represents the following resources:

2. Cross Pelham Lane and walk through the gate. You
should now be standing in front of the Weir House.

This is a photo of Julian Alden Weir—he’s standing
where you are! Mr. Weir was the first artist to live at
the farm, beginning in 1882.

Animals: i n Water: _ _a
Geology: 0 i Plants: e

The NPS also protects cultural resources. This is represented by the shape of the sign. It is an object
used by the Native Americans to hunt. This tool is called an r d.

3. Turn left and walk past the front porch of the Weir
House. Continue walking until you are downhill
from the large double tree you passed on your left.

3. Study the sign.
udy the sign Turn and face it.

How many trees does it have? Record the number here:
Mr. Weir painted his wife and children here, sitting
on the large rock you see before you. If you look
closely at the palntlng you can see that there are two
_____ ¢ & _ ,_ oneitherside of Weir’s
famlly—they grew together to create the double Red
Oak in front of you!

4. wair through the green door into the visitor center. Most national parks have a visitor center
where you can get maps and ask a park ranger questions.

5 . At Weir Farm National Historic Site, the visitor center is filled with art! Choose a work of art and
have a conversation about it with your family and friends.
What is going on in the work of art? What type of art is it> What do you like or not like about it? Why?
How is it different from the other artwork in the visitor center?

4. Continue downhill until you are near the edge of the wooded
area. Look back up at the house.
6. Step outside the visitor center and turn left. Turn left again and walk toward the Weir Farm

National Historic Site sign. Look in the stone wall to your right to find the letterbox. On this spot, Mr. Weir painted the painting to the left.

What did he call this pamtmg’ Hint: It’s what’s hanging out to dry!
The a

— 13— —14— A15A —16— —17— —18§— —19—

7. Inthe box, there is a map showing all of the national parks.

5. Turnto the left toward the two red buildings - these are the Weir
and Young Studios. Head toward the building on the right. You
are standing outside Mr. Weir’s painting studio.

Weir Farm National Historic Site is just one of our country’s many
national parks! Did you know there are over 400?

How many of these have you been to? ___ What are the three colors you notice on the studio?

T w
22—~ 25— 25— —— and

List a few national parks you have visited (use the map if you need help
remembering!)

—28— —29— —30— —31— —32—
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