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Timeline  
Understanding Guam’s WWII History  

 
Created By: Evelyn Topasna 
School:  Harry S Truman Elementary School 
Grade Level: 3rd  
Content Area: Social Studies 
Timeline/Length: 1- 2 weeks 
Number of Students: 25 
 
Key Concepts: 

• Students will explore events, pre and post 
WWII, that occurred on the island of 
Guam.  They will reflect on these events 
and how it influenced changes on Guam.  

 
Vocabulary: 

World War II (WWII), Timeline, time 
period, Pre and post, influence, outcomes, 
origins,  
 

GPSS Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
 

• 3rd grade: 
Social Studies: Standard 1: Culture 
Students learn about the systems of beliefs, knowledge, values, and traditions of various 
cultures and how those aspects influence human behavior. 
3.1.2 Explain the origins of traditions or customs from other countries that can be found 
on Guam and in the U.S. today. 
3.1.4  Observe and describe local or regional historic artifacts and sites and generate 
questions about their function, construction, and significance. 

   
Social Studies:  Standard 2: History 
Students learn how human beings view themselves in and over time.  
3.2.1 Explain the meaning of time periods or dates in historical narratives and use them 
correctly in speaking and writing.  EXAMPLE(S): decade, 19th century, 1600s, 1776  
3.2.3 Create and interpret time lines. 
 
Reading - Standard 2: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Nonfiction Texts 

Understanding Timelines Lesson Plan 
 
War in the Pacific National Historical Park 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

One of the many outcomes that came about due to World 
War II was that the people of Sumay were moved to Santa 
Rita, hence “We are Santa Rita-Sumay”.   Another outcome 
is Guam’s Annual Liberation Parade celebrated since 1946. 
Photo by fita sarmiento.roberto-Guam-Liberation Parade 
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Students read a wide range of nonfiction texts to acquire new information, to respond to 
the demands of society and the workplace, and to learn about themselves and the world.  
3.2.2  Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal 
information from the text. 
EXAMPLE(S): When reading informational materials about science topics or social 
science subjects, compare what is read to background knowledge about the subject.  
 
Language Arts: Standard 4: Writing Purposes, Processes, and Strategies 
Students use a wide range of strategies and resources to gather and synthesize 
information and use a variety of writing processes to create and communicate knowledge 
with a variety of audiences for different purposes. 
3.4.1  Use multiple strategies to generate ideas for writing.  
EXAMPLE(S):  
• Find ideas for writing stories and descriptions in conversations with others; in books, 
magazines, or school 
textbooks; or on the Internet.  
• Discuss ideas for writing, use diagrams and charts to develop ideas, and make a list or 
notebook of ideas.  
3.4.4  Write descriptive pieces about people, places, things, or experiences that develop a 
unified main idea and use details to support the main idea.  
EXAMPLE(S): 
• Write a description for how to make a galaide' (canoe). Include clear enough directions 
so that a classmate can make the model. 
• Write a description of a favorite place using clear details so that the reader can picture 
the place and understand why it is a favorite place. 

 

Lesson Overview: 
• Students will learn that when an event occurs it becomes part of history and there will be 

positive and/or negative outcomes (cause/effect) as a result of the event. 
 

• The students will research various events that occurred on Guam through timelines and 
stories.  (Students can do this by reading Guam history books, going on line, visiting the 
T. Stell Newman Visitor Center).  Then, students will select a specific event to write a brief 
a descriptive piece on it’s outcomes, influences and origins.   

 
Lesson Objectives: 

• In this lesson, students will be able to: 
… list events and its outcomes, influences and origins from various  
     resources (notetaking) of Guam pre and post WWII. 
… create and interpret timelines of Guam pre and post WWII from notes  
     taken. 
… reflect on events, then select one that they will write about. 
… write a descriptive piece on a specific event of Guam pre or post WWII    
    describing its outcomes, influences and origins. 
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Textbooks/Materials/Resources: 
• T Stell Newman Visitor Center in Sumy, Guam 
• Grade level text book (timeline) 
• Guam History Books 
• “Kanttan Sumay” sung by Helen DeGuzman 

 
Procedures: 
Session 1: 

1. Have students take home the Timeline Family Project.  This anticipatory activity can 
help get students excited about learning about timelines.  (See attched parent letter and 
grading sheet.)    

2. In a class discussion, the students will begin to study what timelines are and why are 
they important for learning.  Refer to timeline in grade level social studies textbook.  In 
teams, students will interpret timelines provided by the teacher.  

3. Then in teams, they will create a simple timeline (teacher discretion - example: a 
timeline of themselves; a timeline of a school event etc). 

Session 2: 
4. Visit the T. Stell Newman Visitor Center in Sumay, Guam. 
5. Students are encouraged to go to the World War II Timeline Stations and pick one 

event that they think was very important in World War II. 
6. Students are instructed to take notes on the important events they see in the exhibit 

because their notes will be used for the class time line. 
Session 3: 

7. Upon returning to the classroom, students will discuss events that they have read about 
or heard through their elders “manamko” or other family members that occurred on 
Guam pre and post World War II.  Teacher will create a timeline that is easily visiable 
and will write events discussed by students.  This will begin the timeline for the 
students.  Students will copy this timeline and add on to it as they work in their groups 
to research further  for more events.   

8. In teams, they will finalize a team timeline that will be presented in the closing of the 
lesson.   

Session 4: 
9. Each student in the team will reflect and select an event that they will write about on 

their own.  Teammates will support each other throughout the writing process.   
10. Teacher should provide individual guidance as students are creating their final timeline 

and throughout the writing process as needed to check for understanding. 
11. To wrap up the lesson, each team will present their timeline and share/read-a-loud 

their descriptive writing in class.   

Assessment/Evaluation 
 

• Teacher will observe and guide students while they are taking notes, creating team 
timelines and during the writing process to check for understanding and progress. 

• Rubric: 
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o Timeline:  http://www.readwritethink.org/   
o Writing:    www.oradell.k12.nj.us/; http://www.teachervision.fen.com/ 
o Presentation:  http://www.eatonintl.com 

Wrap-Up/Closing Activity 
 

• Student teams can present their timelines and writing during a parent night, to their 
classmates or to other classes. 
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Anticipatory Family Project: Timeline 
Shared by: Elizabeth Chavez and Lucy Halatyn @ 2007 IRA Convention in Toronto, Canada 
 

Home Project: Creating a Time Line 
                Given out:       Due:      

Creating a time line of your own life can help you organize your memories and come up with good 
writing ideas.  It will help your writing flow from the beginning to end. 

Look at the following example time line.  The numbers represent years.  You begin with the year you were 
born and go up to this year.  Above and below the time line you write phrases that tell about events, 
people, and things that were important to you at different times in your life.  Finally, select one the events 
you remember most and write about it on another sheet of paper.  The poster and favorite event will be 
presented so be sure to practice for your presentation. 

  2003      2004       2005       2006      2007      2008 2009     2010        2011        2012 

  

 

On a poster board, make a time line of your life.  Ask your family to help you remember big six 
events and to share stories about you. You may illustrate a few of your events or use photos to 

make it more decorative. 

Instructions: 

1.  Draw a timeline. You will begin with the year you were born.   

2. You will label each year until you end on the right-hand side with this year. 

3.  Write words or phrases above and below the line that tell about the important events in your life.  (You 
may want to first make a list to help organize your ideas.) 

4.  Draw a line from the words to the time line to show the year when the event happened. 

5.  Choose one of your events that you remember best and write about it on a sheet of paper.  Make sure 
that you title your story and illustrate it. 

*Make sure that your work is neat and your best effort.  You will be graded on your neatness and how 
complete your work is.  Be able to explain your timeline for your presentation.  

Have fun with your memories.                                                            Sincerely,  

        The Third Grade Teachers 
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Name:                            Date:      

Timeline Grade Sheet: 

______ Turned in on time (20 points) 
 
______ Detail-  memories are written on the timeline (20 points) 
 
______ Creativity- colorful and detailed pictures or decorations (20 points) 
 
______ Complete Information- a memory from the timeline is written  

completely (20 points) 
 
______ Directions are followed (20 points) 
 

______ Total points 

 

______ Presentation Grade from the sharing of how the timeline was made and about the 
memory chosen from the timeline 

 


