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Foreword
Tumacácori National Historical Park and the adjacent Santa Cruz River are historically, culturally 
and environmentally rich.  While the area’s history dates back to the prehistoric Hohokam people, 
present archeological evidence reveals O’odham and Spanish mission communities spanning over 
three hundred years.  Apart from human habitation, the park and its environment provide an oasis for 
wildlife, particularly birds, in an otherwise inhospitable desert.  The river and its associated Southwest 
Cottonwood-Willow Riparian  Area is one of  the most endangered ecosystems in the United States at 
this time.  It hosts over 200 species of  birds, and serves as an important corridor for neotropical migrants 
including the Lazuli Bunting, Yellow-billed Cuckoo and the Southwest-Willow Flycatcher.   

When first defining goals and objectives for the 7th grade curriculum, we discussed ways in which 
students could learn about and appreciate the historical/cultural site and environment.  Essentially, how 
could we marry culture and environment with the ultimate goal of  stimulating the students’ appreciation 
of  and eventual stewardship of  the area.  After numerous meetings and field tests, we developed the 
current  program and teachers’ guide.  

Although many lessons from this guide and field trip can be used as stand alone activities, completion of  
pre- and post-classroom activities is essential to integrating science, history and social science standards, 
goals and objectives.  

In lesson 1 classroom activities, students learn about  how different cultures have interacted with their 
environment.  How did they view and utilize the land, wildlife and, specifically, birds?  How has the 
environment influenced their culture to become what it is today?  How is the environment integrated into 
art and ceremony?  

Lesson 2 classroom activities instruct students in birding basics, including identification techniques, 
beginning ornithology, and common species identification.  

Once prepared in the classroom, students visit the park and adjacent river area as described in lesson 3.  
During the field trip they learn to use binoculars and identify first-hand many of  the birds they learned 
about in the classroom.  In an Indian house or “Ki” they explore O’odham and Apache cultures and 
complete a journal activity from the point of  view of  a Native American.  They then tour the mission 
and repeat a similar exercise from the viewpoint of  a missionary while sitting in the Franciscan church.  
After lunch, students walk to the river, observing and learning about how American culture interacted 
with the environment.  The field trip ends at the river with students individually sitting along the shady 
banks and completing an exploratory journaling exercise entitled “Journey to the heart of  the Santa Cruz 
River.”

The last unit of  the study, lesson 4, looks at student viewpoints and current issues affecting the river.  
Students explore contemporary attitudes about the area from their own perspectives as well as those 
of  diverse user groups  such as environmentalists, developers, all terrain vehicle riders, picnickers and 
hikers.  Each user group’s position is then role played as students attempt to come up with a win-win 
management plan for the river and its surroundings.

The ultimate goal of  this guide and program is to get our local students to take notice of  and experience 
their rich heritage and environment.  Instead of  going to Tucson or further destinations north, they 
discover the National Park, the river and the local beauty in their backyard.  Hopefully, by learning about 
and visiting these rich sites, they will learn to appreciate and even love the area.  Once they love it, they 
are sure to protect it!  
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