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Introduction

The North Little Rock site was little more than the north side of the
Arkansas River opposite Little Rock when the Indian Removal Act was passed in 1830.
Only a few farms and a ferry occupied the landscape that would become one of the most
important sites related to Indian removal. During the next decade and a half, as the
Removal Act was executed, thousands of Choctaws, Muscogees, Florida Indians,
Chickasaws, and Cherokees were removed from their ancestral lands east of the
Mississippi to new areas west of Arkansas. The existing travel routes ensured that a
majority of these tribal people traveled by the North Little Rock site on the river or
passed through it, either to cross at the ferry and go southwest to the Red River country,
or to take the Military Road to the northwest toward Fort Smith. During removal more
than 40,000 tribal people moved through the site. From the time the Choctaw removal
began in late 1831 until the end of the 1830s, large groups of Indians were common on
the roads and at the North Little Rock site: Choctaws, Muscogees, Chickasaws, Florida
Indians, and Cherokees. Steamboats passing by the site carried contingents of those
tribes as well as of the Florida Indians, who were removed almost entirely by water. The
presence of such large numbers of removal parties at the site made it the most important
terminal on the removal routes through Arkansas. Indeed, it can be safely said that what
is now North Little Rock and its surrounding area (including Little Rock), was the site of
more concentrated activities related to the removal of the five large southeastern tribes
than any other place along the projected Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. In
addition, a large share of the millions of dollars the government spent on removal of the
southeastern tribes found its way into Arkansas and proved to be the catalyst for the
growth and development of major transportation systems as well as the general economy
of Arkansas.

Because the North Little Rock site was at the intersection of the major land and
water routes used in removal, it provides an excellent context for illustrating the historical
significance of removal for not only the Cherokees, specifically addressed in Public Law
100-192 (1987), but for the other four tribal nations and the American nation as well.
What follows is a presentation of historical evidence and interpretation that will help
National Park Service personnel develop an interpretive plan that will present the North
Little Rock site as one of the most important sites accessible to visitors along the Trail of
Tears National Historic Trail. Presented first is a description of the physical features of
the site and its surroundings; second, a description of land and water routes that brought
removal parties to, and took them from, the site; third, a detailed historical documentation
of Indian removal through the site; fourth, an analysis of conditions of travel on the
routes in Arkansas; fifth, evidence of cultural survival on the trail; sixth, descriptions of
tribal individuals who passed through the site; and seventh, an analysis of the economic
and social impact of removal in Arkansas.



Part II:
Physical Features of the North Little Rock Site
and Its Surroundings, 1830-Present

To assist in evaluating the possibilities for interpreting the North Little Rock site
as a major site on the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail, it is necessary to examine the
physical features of the site and its surrounding areas that might provide contexts for
interpretation for the general public. Following, therefore, is a historical survey of the
occupation of the site, followed by descriptions of physical features at North Little Rock
and Little Rock related to Indian removal.

Historical Survey of Occupation of the North Little Rock Site

The future significance of the North Little Rock site in Indian removal was
ensured by its location at the intersection of major transportation routes in Arkansas
Territory. When removal began, the most practical routes through Arkansas were the
rivers. The Arkansas was the greatest of these, and the only one to cross the territory east
to west, but it was not without problems. Water levels fluctuated with rainfall upstream,
and in periods of low water, steamboats were forced to dock or set at anchor until the
water rose. However, navigation remained possible up to certain points on the river for
most of the year. These places benefited from the constant movement of people and
goods, and the settlement highest up the river to be reached year round enjoyed great
business as most merchants and entrepreneurs considered it the drop-off point for the
settlements up river or settlements in the interior at a distance from the stream. On the
Arkansas, this settlement was Little Rock, named for the “Little Rock,” which branched
out like “five fingers” into the water and provided a natural dock for steamboats.'

In addition to its location on the Arkansas River, the North Little Rock site was
near one of the oldest land routes in the region: the Southwest Trail, which crossed the
river about four miles below the site, connecting Missouri and the Red River country.
When Little Rock became the territorial capital in 1821, a ferry there became a necessity.
The first ferry owner at the North Little Rock site was Edmund Hogan, who established a
ferry directly across from the "point of rocks," perhaps as early as 1816 * By the time
Indian removal began, the ferry was owned by Robert Crittenden, formerly acting
governor of Arkansas Territory. His ferry was the point where the military road,
constructed in 1827, left the river bank and led north and west toward Fort Smith.

The Military Road was the only practical route for land travelers from central
Arkansas to the Indian country west of Arkansas. Built first to connect Little Rock and
the military post at Fort Smith, it extended beyond that point to Fort Coffee and Fort
Gibson in Indian Territory by the time removal began. Land travelers from Memphis and
other points east had no direct land route through eastern Arkansas to the eastern
terminus of the military road at Crittenden’s ferry. Yet that was the direction that all
overland removal parties would have to take. A crude road ran from Arkansas Post by
way of the Grand Prairie to Samson Gray’s on Bayou Meto near present-day
Jacksonville, and there intersected the Southwest Trail, by then called the Daniels Ferry



Road.” In 1826, construction began on a projected road from Memphis to Little Rock. A
route was cleared from the Mississippi opposite Memphis, through the Mississippi
Swamp, to a few miles beyond William Strong’s just west of the St. Francis River, but it
soon became apparent that a direct route to Little Rock was not feasible because of the
swamps in the Cache River and Bayou de View watersheds. Thus in late 1827, a new
route was laid out. Beginning at the sixty-fourth mile marker west of Memphis, the road
went southwesterly to Mouth of Cache, the original name for present-day Clarendon,
where there was a ferry over the White River. From there the route went northwesterly
across the Grand Prairie to Samson Gray’s, to which settlement a road had been
contracted to be built from Little Rock earlier that year (See Part III).* This road ran
northeast from the river bank east of Crittenden’s ferry, passed through the cypress
swamps, skirted the low hills near the point near the present-day Springhill exit on
Interstate 40, and continued eastward to intersect the Daniels Ferry road near the point
where present-day Fairfax Street joins State Highway 161.

In February 1832, David Rorer opened a second ferry on the North Little Rock
site about a quarter of a mile below Crittenden’s, which was leased at the time to John H.
Cocke, who owned a farm on the north side, and James H. Keatts.” Rorer had come to
the area in 1826. At that time, Alexander S. Walker owned a large farm near the North
Little Rock site, and Wright Daniel (sometimes written Daniels), had a farm on the river
near Big Rock where he had first settled, west of Crittenden’s ferry. In 1816 he had
moved four miles down the river to the old Francis Imbeau grant, where he opened a
ferry and, later, a stage route to Arkansas Post. Nuttall, who visited Daniel in 1819,
described this site as the point where the Southwest Trail crossed the river: “From this
place proceeds the road to St. Louis, on the right, and Mount Prairie settlement, and
Natchitoches on Red River, on the left. From all I can learn, it appears pretty evident that
these extensive and convenient routes have been opened from time immemorial by the
Indians. . . . The distance from Mr. Daniels’, on the banks of the Arkansas, to Red river,
is believed to be about 250 miles. The Great Prairie being from here to the north-east, is
said to be about 40 miles distant, and there is likewise a continuation of open plains or
small prairies, from hence to the Cadron settlement.” In 1827, Rorer married Daniel’s
daughter, Martha Daniel Martin, widow of James Martin, who had died the year before.
When Daniel died in 1827, Rorer ran Daniel’s farms and bought ferry rights on the
Arkansas near Big Rock, although he did not, at that time, attempt to establish a ferry. In
the settlement of Daniel’s estate in 1829, Rorer and his wife became owners of the James
H. Martin home and other property on the north bank opposite Little Rock.® Though
Rorer would ultimately own more than 600 acres, it was the northeast fractional quarter
of Section 2, Township 1 North of Range 12 West that became important in removal
history, for it was there that he established his ferry. This site is at the foot of present-day
Locust Street (on early maps as Woodruff Street), immediately east of the point where
the Interstate 30 bridge reaches the north bank.

Rorer’s Ferry, commonly referred to thereafter as the lower ferry, presented
formidable competition for the Crittenden Ferry, or Little Rock Ferry, which had enjoyed
a monopoly on ferriage at apparently exorbitant fees. Rorer installed a new type of ferry
described as “Brown’s patent improvement in the propulsion of ferry boats,” which
operated using a series of buoy boats and crossed twice as fast as the old-style ferry.
Rorer also maintained a tavern and stable as a public house for the accommodation of



travelers who arrived too late to be ferried across the river, for it operated only in
daylight. The tavern was one large room, where all guests, men and women slept. Rorer
allegedly had the eccentric habit of going about the room, jerking covers from people’s
faces to see who was in bed. He was said to have parties that lasted all night, with a
fiddler who could only play one tune, “Roaring River.”’

On May 2, 1832, the Arkansas Gazette described Rorer’s “Novel Mode of
Ferrying”: “One end of a rope or wire chain, of sufficient strength for the purpose, and
long enough to reach diagonally across the river, is made fast on one bank only, above
the landing-place, at as great a height from the ground as practicable, and extended to
within a few feet of the Ferry-boat, (an ordinary Ferry-flat), to which the other end of the
rope or chain is connected by a rope passing through pulleys at each end of the boat, and
over the steering wheel and round the upper gun-walil, so as to form an angle above the
boat. The main rope is kept out of the water by three buoy boats, built nearly in the form
of a half-circle—a greater or less number of which are required according to the width of
the stream to be crossed. The boat, suspended as it were by the rope in this manner, is
propelled diagonally across the stream, by the force of the current operating on a lee-
board, placed against the upper gun-wail [sic] of the boat, which is raised or lowered at
pleasure by means of a wheel and pulleys. The boat when under way lies quartering
across the current, with her bow up stream at an angle of about 45 degrees. The position
of the boat is never changed—running, with one end foremost in crossing the river, and
with the other foremost when returning.” ®

On October 16, 1832, William F. Pope arrived at Rorer’s house. In later years he
offered the following description of the ferry, which confirms the Gazette’s earlier
description: "In construction it differed but little from those now in use on our smaller
streams, consisting of a long flat bottomed hull, with two bows. It was the method of
propulsion that made it unique. This was accomplished by means of buoys or buoy
boats, as they were called. These buoy boats were about twelve feet long and some four
feet wide amidships, the two ends coming to a sharp point. These buoy boats were some
fifteen or twenty in number and were staunchly built, and entirely floored over. In the
center of each of them was a post, varying in height from three to ten feet, according to
the location of the buoys. At the top of each of these posts was a large pulley, through
which a large rope, one and one-half inches in diameter, ran. This rope was attached to a
large cottonwood tree on the north side of the river, opposite the foot of Main Street and
about fifty feet above the ground. The other end of the rope was passed through the
pulleys on the buoy boats. These boats were distributed along at regular intervals, the
last on being located about one hundred and fifty feet above the ferry landing on the
Little Rock side. The rope passing through the pulleys on the last buoy boat had a slack
of about fifty feet. To this part of the large rope a pulley was attached, through which a
smaller rope ran and was fastened to each of the upper corners of the ferry boat. At each
end of the boat was what was called a leeboard, some fifteen inches wide, and which was
raised or depressed by a lever. On starting from either shore this leeboard was so
depressed as to swing the end of the boat quartering upstream, the buoy boats assuming
the same position. The action of the water against the leeboard gave the necessary
impetus to the ferry boat to carry her across the river. On coming to within forty or fifty
feet of the shore a vigorous pull upon the rope would straighten the course of the boat
directly across the river and bring it to the landing. To prevent the buoy boats from




drifting together a smaller rope was tied to the same cottonwood tree lower down, and
attached to the bottom of the posts on the buoy boats. The speed of a ferry boat propelled
in the manner I have attempted to describe was very rapid, indeed, almost equal to that of
steam." ° This ferry was used during the Choctaw removal in the 1832-1833 removal
season.

In June 1833, everything on the site, including Rorer’s Ferry, was destroyed by a
flood that had higher waters than anyone in the region could remember. Albert Pike,
writing a few years after the flood, described it this way: “There came a succession of
heavy rains, and the river rose to high-water mark. The rise was red, and salt, and
evidently came from the desert prairie. The rains ceased, and people supposed the rise
was over. Suddenly the river began to swell higher and higher. The water came down
colder and clearer. The snows had melted on the Rocky Mountains. . . .The river was
filled with fragments of houses, dead cattle, huge trees, rushing on to the Mississippi.
Cattle, hogs, even deer and bear, unable to escape from the bottoms, were all drowned. . .
. The crops were ruined; whole farms were filled up with sand; and the channel of the
river entirely altered. Such is the Arkansas.”'® According to the Gazette, “All of the
plantations on the north side of the Arkansas, for several miles above and below this
place, are under water. Scarcely an acre of land under cultivation has escaped and a
number of out-houses have been swept off. We are really distressed to hear, that nearly
the whole of Maj. [James] Danley’s dwelling house, about a mile and a half above town,
has been swept off, and a deep channel cut through his plantation, through which the
water runs with great velocity, sweeping the plantations below of Mr. [Conway] Scott,
Col. [Alexander S.] Walker, Mr. [John H.] Cook [Cocke] and Mr. Rorer.” !

Rorer replaced his buoy boat ferry with a horse-drawn ferry in 1834. This ferry
was described by G. W. Featherstonhaugh, an English geologist, that year. He
approached the North Little Rock site on the Military Road from the northwest and
described the scene that greeted him: “Evening was drawing nigh, when we came to a
rich black alluvial bottom, upon which, the weather having been dry for some time, we
found a good road. I was well aware what this bottom indicated, and a little after sunset
we came upon the bank of the far-famed Arkansa [sic]. The river was a delightful object
to us; at length we saw the waters gliding along, that rise amidst the glens and valleys of
the Rocky Mountains, and, to our great satisfaction, also beheld the town of Little Rock
on the opposite side of the river, in which we hoped to find some repose and amusement
for a few days, before advancing to the Mexican frontier. The river was unusually low,
and we had to get down a very precipitous track to reach the team-boat that was to ferry
us across. On board of this we led our horse, and soon reached the opposite bank, where
the ascen]t2 was so very abrupt that it was with great difficulty we got Missouri [his cart] to
the top.”

This ferry was used to ferry Chickasaws across the river as well as to ferry
subsistence and forage from the Little Rock side to supply removal parties at the North
Little Rock site. Rorer sold the ferry along with his extensive land holdings on the north
side of the river to William E. Woodruff, publisher of the Arkansas Gazette and
contractor for supplying subsistence and forage for removal parties.'’ Other than the
structures at Rorer’s ferry and whatever structures, if any, were at the Little Rock ferry,
the North Little rock site consisted of small farms. This is how Albert Pike said the site
appeared in October of 1833: “Directly opposite the town is a bottom about a mile wide,




only cleared in here and there a spot; and about two miles above the town, an abrupt
promontory, called Big Rock, juts into the river on the north side.”'* This, then, is how it
would have appeared to the Choctaws, who arrived there a month later (See Part IV).
The impression of William Wyatt, who traveled through the site in November 1836, the
same period as Muscogee removal, was this: “Started on the morning of the 19" and
traveled 10 miles to Little Rock. Saw some good bottom land on the north side of the
Arkansas river. Crossed in a horse boat and entered the town of Little Rock. This is a
considerable town, situated on the south side of the Arkansas river, and on a beautiful
rock bluff—being high, having a smooth back country for miles—and presents a
beautiful appearance on the river.” °

Although the town of D’Cantillon was laid off and platted at the site in 1838 and
1839, nothing that resembled a town was established until much later in the nineteenth
century.'® The promoters advertised “a good opening for a trading house, especially of
heavy goods and family groceries,”!” but terrain worked against such development.
Much of North Little Rock sits in the basin of a former cypress swamp. Plats of the area
from the mid-1850s and maps from the 1860s show a land dominated by cypress
swamps, with scattered cultivated fields along the river (See Illustrations 1 and 2).
Indeed, even in the early twentieth century, the swamps dominated the landscape (See
Ilustration 3). Swamps and the site’s potential for flooding, as in 1833, deterred capital
investment. Artists’ renderings of the site during the Civil War and later periods show
few dwellings or other structures near the river front (See Illustrations 4, 5, and 6). As
late as 1889 the population of Argenta, as it was called by then, was only 1500, and, a
contemporary source said, “It has grown almost wholly since the Civil War.”'® Argenta
was incorporated in 1904 and the name officially changed to North Little Rock.

Physical Features Related to Removal through the Site

Today no structures exist that stood at the time of removal. However, a number
of miles of streets and roads within the city and its surrounding region follow the exact or
approximate routes used in removal. From the east the Memphis-to-North Little Rock
route followed State Highway 161 from Jacksonville to Prothro Junction on Highway U.
S. 70. From there it turned west, following the approximate route of Broadway to its
intersection with State Highway 165. There it angled southwest, following Washington
Avenue for about two blocks and angled southwest again, becoming what is now Lincoln
Avenue. Lincoln reaches a dead end at Buckeye Street on the eastern edge of the former
site of railroad shops built in the late nineteenth century. West of that area, the route
followed Ferry Street, which is only a few blocks long and is obliterated by structures
about two blocks east of the old Rorer Ferry site directly east of the Interstate 30 bridge
(See Illustrations 7 and 8).

The ferry site itself at the foot of Locust street is occupied by the North Little
Rock Marina, with a public boat launching ramp. Land configuration at the site has been
altered by revetment and partially covered by water levels raised by construction of the
McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System by the U. S. Corps of Engineers in
the 1960s. Maps from the 1950s indicate that Ferry Street at that time still came into the
old ferry site, and photographs from the 1960s offer some details regarding the site before
inundation (See Illustrations 9 and 10).



From the ferry site the road closely followed the riverbank just under a quarter of
a mile to the site of Crittenden’s Ferry, where the Military Road toward Fort Gibson left
the river. This segment of the road lies within the city’s Riverfront Park. (See
[llustration 11)

After leaving the river at Crittenden’s Ferry, the Military Road followed what is
now Main Street north and turned to the northwest, passing through the break in the hills
at Levy and thereafter following approximately the route of State Highway 365. Much of
this segment of the route at the North Little Rock site has been obliterated by the Union
Pacific rail yards and shops, and little of it is evident in the present-day street patterns of
the city (See Illustration 12).

Physical Features Relative to Indian Removal at Little Rock

Although only two removal parties of Choctaws are known to have gone directly
through the village of Little Rock in 1831, it is the point of reference in most removal
documents related to the site. Afraid that the Choctaws would spread cholera among the
local citizens, the city fathers in 1832 asked the United States to build a road from
Rorer’s ferry east of town to intersect the road leading to Washington and the Red River
country (later known as the Military Road). The bypass road apparently followed what is
now Ferry Street from the river, but no other evidence of this road exists in Little Rock
street patterns. Apparently the bypass road had been obliterated soon after removal by
city platting. William E. Woodruff, in directing people to his ferry in 1842, indicates
right angles in his directions to travelers who came up the Military Road to Little Rock:
“Travelers arriving from the south will turn to the right, at DeBaun’s corner, (Alhambra),
and proceed down Markham to First Street (4th street below), which will lead them to the
river in sight of the Ferry landing.”"

Steamboats carrying removal parties sometimes docked at the Little Rock at the
foot of present-day Rock Street. Rarely were Indians allowed off the boats, but a notable
exception was Cherokee Chief John Ross and his party, whose steamboat Victoria
docked and Cherokees came ashore to bury Ross’s wife Quatie in the City Cemetery.?
Only the top few feet of the Little Rock outcropping are visible above the water level
today (See Illustrations 13 and 14).

Albert Pike gives the following description of Little Rock as it appeared in 1833:
“The houses are a motley mixture; consisting of every variety, from brick blocks of two
stories to log cabins—standing in a juxtaposition. The greater number, however, are
shingle palaces. There are no public buildings, (unless you give the churches the name,
of which there are three, two wooden and one brick, except the State house. ... Itisa
great, awkward, clumsy, heavy edifice, of brick, with a smaller building on each side—
one a court house, and the other for secretary’s office, &c. The main building is partly
covered with tin; and is commonly called ‘Pope’s folly’—after the Hon. John Pope, Ex-
governor of the territory, its projector.””!

Only three or four buildings stand in Little Rock today that stood during all or
part of removal. The Old State House, on which construction began in 1833, with its
prominence high above the river would have made it visible to Choctaws and Chickasaws
who crossed the river and to Muscogees, Florida Indians, and Cherokees, whether they
passed upstream aboard boats or remained on the north bank and went up the Military



Road as the Bell Detachment did (See Illustrations 15 and 16). At Third and Rock
streets is the Hinderliter Grog Shop and at Second and Rock the Woodruff Print Shop
(See Ilustration 17).* The latter, which at the time of removal had a second story, has
peripheral significance to removal. William E. Woodruff’s newspaper, the Arkansas
Gazette, received contracts for publishing the government’s proposals for bids to supply
rations and forage for removal. Many of the forms used for receipts came from his press.
Woodruff was also the contractor for subsistence and forage for a number of removals as
well as half owner of the ferry formerly owned by Rorer, operating it during the
Chickasaw removal. Hiram Abiff Whittington worked for Woodruff. In 1830, in a letter
to this brother, Whittington described the structure in the context of Little Rock: “You
must know that Little Rock is a place half woods, half water, and half clay (not Henry),
with log cabins strewed about here and there without any regard to order, regularity or
convenience, and now and then a frame house is seen standing like a yellow-leg among a
flock of peeps; besides about a dozen brick buildings, one of the largest of which is the
one wherein your humble servant earns his daily bread by the sweat of his brow. Itis a
two-story house, with four rooms upstairs and four down. The largest room above is the
printing office, Mr. Woodruff has an office on the lower floor, where he edits the paper,
keeps a book-store, transacts a land agency business, etc. His wife and one child,
mother-in-law, etc. occupy the balance of the house.””

The McHenry House, now known as the Ten Mile House, on Stagecoach Road
(Highway 5, formerly a part of the Military Road) was a public house, supply depot, and
encampment point for Chickasaw and, perhaps, Choctaw removal contingents (See
[lustrations 18 and 19). The present structure, dating probably from the mid-1830s,
replaced the original log structure, according to present-day owners.**

Undetermined Sites

At both the North Little rock site and at Little Rock were other features of
significance to removal, but their exact locations remain undetermined.

On the North Little Rock site, William E. Woodruff, who operated the lower
ferry, apparently maintained a store house. In November 1838, Lt. Edward Deas, who
was attending the Bell Contingent of Cherokees, shipped “a considerable quantity of the
baggage, pot-ware and etc.” of the group to Little Rock. George W. Long and Lathum
Rankin accompanied the cargo. Woodruff received $10 for storage and for handling the
baggage “from the steam boat to the store house,” where he held it until December 15,
when the Cherokees arrived at the North Little Rock site.” The absence of receipts for
ferriage of the baggage suggests that it was stored on the north side, where the Bell party
encamped. The location of the structure has not been determined. At that time, Woodruff
owned the lands surrounding the ferry site. Somewhat later, in 1842, he advertised that
he had livestock lots on both sides of the river near the ferry for the convenience of
drovers. He also had at that time five stores and houses to rent on Water Street at the
lower landing on the Little Rock side.*

The United States also maintained a warehouse on the Little Rock side. Captain
Jacob Brown used it to store leftover items following removal seasons and to keep rations
delivered by steamboat.”” In December 1838, John Percifull hauled six loads of pork
and flour from the warehouse to the Little Rock Ferry for subsistence of the Chickasaws.



His charges indicate a short haul at a dollar a load, compared to the two dollars he
charged for each load of corn hauled from Pope’s farm to the ferry and four loads of
fodder from Keatts’ farm to the ferry.”® In 1837 a local teamster was hired to transport
rations from the steamboat landing to warehouses “situated in the upper part of the
city.”® The language indicates that it was away from the river, and may well have been
where the Arsenal was later built. However, the site of the government warehouse
remains uncertain.

Also uncertain is the location of a government lot, which Captain Brown fenced
in early 1832. In February 1832 he wrote, “I have commenced fencing in a lot of about
eighty acres, three miles from this, on the river; the advantages of which will be to
receive the teams on their return to this place from the Kiamichi, where they will be
refitted, the wagons put in repair, harness, &c, the crippled and broken down oxen and
horses nursed and recruited, and the whole put in readiness for subsequent emigrating
movements; in the mean time, they will be used to fill the several depots with provisions.
...The land I am fencing belongs to the United States. A detachment of the 70 infantry
having occupied it, and having erected several cabins, renders the position valuable for
this service, as it will give quarters for the teamsters, blacksmiths, wagon repairers, and
stowage for all the utensils belonging to the wagon train; tents, provisions, &c.” When
the troops abandoned the site, it was called Camp Interference and was described as
being “about 3 miles below this town, near the bank of the Arkansas.”’

Finally, another yet unidentified feature is what was commonly referred to as
Camp Pope, consistently described as three miles south of Little Rock.*! It was an
encampment site used by Choctaws and Chickasaws before their journey from Little
Rock to Fort Towson (See Section IV for various references to this site). Best estimates
place this site near the junction of Roosevelt Road and Asher Avenue. Three Mile Creek,
which is associated with this site but has not been identified, may be the small branch of
Fourche Creek that crosses Asher Avenue just beyond Roosevelt Road.

Notes

1. Grant Foreman, “River Navigation in the Early Southwest,” Mississippi Valley
Historical Review, 15 (June 1928), 44-46; Dallas T. Herndon, Centennial History of
Arkansas (Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing, 1922), I: 3.

2. Hogan, a Georgian, had served in the War of 1812 and settled on the river opposite
the “Little Rock” shortly thereafter. When Thomas Nuttall visited the site during his 1819
journey up the Arkansas river, he noted that “there are a few families living on both sides
upon high, healthy, and fertile land.” From Hogan’s place, he could look across the river
at the Little Rock: “The fagade or cliffs, in which it terminates on the bank of the river is
called the Little Rock, as it is the first stone which occurs in this place. . .formed of a dark
greenish coloured, fine-grained, slaty, sandstone, mixed with minute scales of mica,
forming what geologists commonly term the grauwache slate, and declining beneath the
surface at a dip or angle of not less than 45 degrees from the horizon.” Thomas Nuttall, A
Journal of Travels into the Arkansas Territory During the Year 1819, ed. Savoie
Lottinville (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980), 115. Some sources say

10



Hogan established the ferry as early as 1818, but Nuttall makes no mention of it. Hogan
sold the ferry in 1820 to William Russell, who the following year sold the ferry rights and
a piece of land on the north side to Robert Crittenden and William Trimble. It was in
Crittenden’s hands when removal started. See Walter M. Adams, North Little Rock
(Little Rock: August House, 1986), 20, 23. See also Alonzo D. Camp, “Ferries Over the
Arkansas,” Pulaski County Historical Review, 29 (Fall 1981), 52n.

3. For evidence of the Arkansas Post road, see, e. g., advertisement for stage route,
Arkansas Gazette, September 19, 1832, and announcement of contracts for Choctaw
rations, Arkansas Gazette, September 26, 1832.

4. For a history of road building over the eastern sixty-four miles, see Julia Ward
Longnecker, “A Road Divided: From Memphis to Little Rock Through the Great
Mississippi Swamp,” Arkansas Historical Quarterly, 44 (1985), 203-219. See also
Arkansas Gazette, November 13, 1827

5. Arkansas Gazette, April 11, 1832.

6. Adams, North Little Rock, 20, 25; Margaret Ross, “Lawyer David Rorer Dabbled in
Politics During Nine Years in Arkansas Territory,” Arkansas Gazette, May 21, 1967,
Pulaski County Records, Deed Book E, p. 440 and Book F, p. 110-114; “David Rorer,”
Dictionary of American Biography, Dumas Malone, ed. (New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1935), 16:153-154. The Francis Imbeau property lay south and east of the junction
of Highway 70 and Highway 165 in Rose City. Traces of the old post road appear on
early plat maps. The road went north to Samson Gray’s on Bayou Meto, through Moss’s
Prairie, and southeast through the Grand Prairie. Nuttall visited Daniel in 1819. Nuttall, A
Journal of Travels, 114-115.

7. Ross, “Lawyer David Rorer”’; Ross, “Lawyer David Rorer’s Ferry Was a

Landmark in the Pioneer Days of Little Rock,” Arkansas Gazette, May 28, 1967.

8. Arkansas Gazette, May 2, 1832.

9. See William F. Pope, Early Days in Arkansas (Little Rock: Frederick W.
Allsopp,1895), 74-76

10. Albert Pike, “Letters from Arkansas,” New-England Magazine, 9: 266-267,
retrieved from http://cdl.library.cornell.edu.

11. Arkansas Gazette, June 19, 1833.

12. G. W. Featherstonhaugh, Excursion through the Slave States. Reprint ed. (New
York: Negro Universities Press, 1968), 94.

13. Arkansas Gazette, April 8, 1834; Margaret Ross, “Lawyer David Rorer’s Ferry.”
14. Albert Pike, Letters from Arkansas (New York: George Dearborn, 1836), 29.

15. William N. Wyatt, Wyatt’s Travel Diary, 1836 (Chicago: Private Printing, 1930),
10.

16. Adams, North Little Rock , 30-33.

17. Arkansas Gazette, July 18, 1838.

18. Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Pulaski, Jefferson, Lonoke, Faulkner,
Grant, Saline, Perry, Garland, and Hot Spring Counties, Arkansas (Chicago: The
Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1889), 404.

19. Arkansas Gazette, February 9, 1842. J. DeBaun was a merchant; the Alhambra

was apparently the name of his store.

20. Arkansas Gazette, February 6, 1839.

21. Pike, Letters from Arkansas, 30.

11



22. For brief sketches of the history of these two structures, see the web site of the
Historic Arkansas Museum: http://www.arkansashistory.com/homes.asp.

23. Margaret Smith Ross, ed., Letters of Hiram Abiff Whittington, 1827-1834 (Little
Rock: Pulaski County Historical Society, 1956), 18.

24. Leslie Newell Peacock, “What Price History?”” Arkansas Times, June 29, 2001;
Frederick Hampton Roy and Charles Witsell, How We Lived: Little Rock as an
American City (Little Rock: August House, 1984), 35-36.

25. Wayne Gibson, “Cherokee Treaty Party Moves West: The Bell-Deas Overland
Journey, 1838-1839,” Chronicles of Oklahoma 79 (Fall 2001), 327, 335n.

26. Arkansas Gazette, February 2 and 9, 1842.

27. See, e. g., 23" Congress, 1™ Session, Senate Executive Document 512, I: 232,
hereafter cited as Document 512.

28. Receipt No. 3, Chickasaw Emigration C1039-38, Record Group 75, Records of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Letters Received, National Archives Microfilm Publication
M234, Roll 144

29. Receipt No. 2, Pitcher and Walters, Chickasaw Emigration C816-38, ibid.

30. Document 512, I: 436; Arkansas Gazette, February 1, 1832.

31. See, e. g., Arkansas Gazette, January 4, 1832.

12



Part III:
Removal Routes and Transportation

Indian removal was America’s first experiment in moving large numbers of
people over long distances. Thus two of the primary concerns in any research on removal
are the routes traveled and the modes of transportation. The North Little Rock site offers
a rare opportunity to examine both subjects because of its location at the convergence of
major land and water routes through the state. Tribal people who passed by or through
the site had traveled by practically every mode of transportation available at the time.
Those who traveled the water routes went by sailing ships, steamboats, or towed
keelboats and flatboats, or a combination of them. Those who traveled by land had done
so by train, wagon, or ox cart or on horseback or by foot. Of the other states through
which the routes passed, Arkansas had the least developed system of roads. The terrain,
especially the swamps of eastern Arkansas, caused many removal parties to use a
combination of land and water routes or to split into different parties and take separate
routes. Navigation of the Arkansas River was at times unpredictable, and in times of low
water, the North Little Rock site became a place where parties decided to continue to
Indian Territory by land or to take their chances on the river.

Because of the strategic location of the North Little Rock site on the removal
routes, the following survey of the major land and water routes at the beginning of
removal as well as the changes in routes occasioned by removal will provide historical
contexts for interpretation at the site.

Roads

The capital of Arkansas Territory had been established at Little Rock only a
decade before the first removal party came through the North Little Rock site. Shortly
after its establishment, territorial and national officials realized that settlement of the
interior of the territory and military protection of its western frontier depended on
construction of a road system. Travelers from the northeast could take the Southwest
Trail that crossed the river just below Little Rock and continued southwest to the Red
River country. It was travel directly across the territory from Memphis to points west
that became the prime concern. Thus in early 1824, Congress passed legislation
authorizing the construction of a military road from Memphis to Little Rock. During the
next year a route was surveyed, and contracts were let for construction in the summer of
1826. Much of the road to the sixty-fourth mile west of Memphis had been completed
when Lt. Charles Thomas, superintendent of the construction, reported in 1827 that the
bottom lands of the Cache River and Bayou de View presented insurmountable obstacles
to construction and asked for a change in the route. From the sixty-fourth mile, he
proposed that the route go southwest to Mouth of Cache (present-day Clarendon), where
there was a ferry over the White River. William Strong built this segment of the road in
1828. That year, as well, the road from Mouth of Cache to the headwaters of the Bayou
of the Two Prairies between present-day Jacksonville and Furlow was completed in fairly
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short order because the terrain through which it passed was high grassland known as the
Grand Prairie.'

Meanwhile, construction had gone forward on the western end of the Memphis to
Little Rock road. Prior to construction of the Military Road, few roads existed in the area
surrounding the North Little Rock site. In addition to the Southwest Trail from the north,
a road from Cadron (near present-day Conway) went directly east to Crossroads, where it
intersected the Southwest Trail, went on to Oakland Grove (later renamed Austin, now
Old Austin), skirted the headwaters of the Bayou Meto and Bayou of the Two Prairies,
and went southeast through the Grand Prairie to Arkansas Post. In 1826, Wright Daniel
established a stage that ran every two weeks from his ferry, up the Southwest Trail to
Oakland Grove, and from there to Arkansas Post. After the Military Road from Mouth of
Cache to Little Rock was completed, the road from Arkansas Post was rerouted to
connect with that road at Mrs. Black’s public house near present-day Tollville. In 1827,
Samson Gray of the Bayou Meto settlement received a contract to build fifteen miles of
road from Little Rock to the Bayou of the Two Prairies, where the road from Mouth of
Cache would meet it. By the end of 1827, the Military Road from Crittenden’s Ferry at
the North Little Rock site to Fort Smith had been nearly completed.

When removal began, then, a system of roads connected the North Little Rock
site east to Memphis and both west and southwest to Indian Territory. The road left the
Mississippi opposite Memphis and went west, crossing Shell Lake, Blackfish Lake, and
St. Francis River, all of which had ferries. From the St. Francis, the road crossed
Crowley’s Ridge by way of Village Creek to William Strong’s public house north of
present-day Forrest City. (See Illustration 20). From there it continued west across the
L’ Anguille River, which was bridged, to the sixty-fourth mile west of Memphis. There it
turned southeast, passing near present-day Brinkley to Mouth of Cache (now Clarendon),
where there was a ferry. From the White River, the road passed westerly across the
Grand Prairie to Brownsville, just north of present-day Lonoke, west from there to
present-day Jacksonville, where it joined the old Southwest Trail, turned south, crossed
the Bayou Meto, which had been bridged, followed the old trail to the present-day
McAlmont community, where it turned southwest, skirted a low range of hills, dropped
off into the river basin, crossed a small cypress swamp, which had been bridged, and
followed the high ground between two large cypress swamps to the river bank just east of
Crittenden’s Ferry. This road appears on 1855 plats and Civil War era maps of the area
(See Illustrations 1 and 2 )

Removal revived the segment of the old Cadron to Arkansas Post road between
Cadron Creek and a point near Brownsville, which had received less use after
construction of the Military Road between the North Little Rock site and Fort Smith.
This route took travelers from Mrs. Black’s public house in the Grand Prairie to James
Erwin’s settlement or “stand” at Oakland Grove, past Crossroads and the headwaters of
Palarm Bayou to Cadron. Officials preferred that removal parties that had no reason to
go to the North Little Rock site use this more direct route from the Grand Prairie to
Indian Territory. >

Removal also caused a change in the road from Memphis that had significant
bearing on the North Little Rock site. Anticipating Choctaw removal through the central
part of the territory, Congress appropriated funds in 1832 to repair the road from
Memphis to Little Rock, placing the repairs under the direction of newly appointed
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Territorial Governor John Pope. Instead of repairs, Pope authorized a rerouting of part of
the road. The contract for the first five miles from Crittenden’s Ferry went to David
Rorer and his friends Samson Gray and Samuel M. Rutherford. This was without
question a political deal, which was fortunate for Rorer, whose ferry enterprise had
suffered from restricted business because the Memphis road led to Crittenden’s Ferry,
bypassing Rorer’s by 200 to 300 yards. Rorer had intended to cut a private road to
intersect the public road when politics intervened in his behalf.  In earlier years, Gray
had had the contract for improving the original road and had built bridges over Bayou
Meto and over a cypress swamp near the North Little Rock site. Thus he knew the area
well. They began construction at Crittenden’s Ferry, routed the road along the river bank
to Rorer’s Ferry and from there along the river and northeasterly to intersect the Daniel
Ferry road and from there northerly to its juncture with the Bayou Meto-Little Rock road
near Wilie Beasly’s farm (See Illustration 1).* The five miles of road that Rorer and his
partners constructed would have taken it approximately to present-day Prothro Junction.
This route, through the Rose City section of North Little Rock, is on high ground, the
land falling sharply away to the river bottom on one side and gradually away to former
swamp land on the other.

The new road gave Rorer the advantage. Because most of the traffic came from
the east, travelers arrived at his ferry first. Crittenden and his friends argued that Pope
had rerouted the road to destroy the Crittenden Ferry. Pope’s and Rorer’s friends
countered that Crittenden’s prices were “extortion,” which people were tired of, that it
was Rorer’s modern ferry that had destroyed Crittenden’s business, and that the new road
crossed no swamps but followed high ground until it intersected the old. The political
controversy raged, and there were attempts to sabotage the road until January of 1833,
when the Pulaski County court declared Rorer’s the public road to Bayou Meto in place
of the old one.’

By the time Rorer’s new road was completed, Choctaw removal was once more
underway. When the removal “season” of 1832-33 got under way, the fate of
Crittenden’s Ferry was sealed and the future of Rorer’s assured by the cholera epidemic
then raging along the Mississippi. The Indians, who had contracted the disease at
Memphis, would not be allowed to cross at Crittenden’s Ferry and go through Little Rock
but would be routed to the east of town by way of Rorer’s because of local fear that they
would spread cholera. The city leaders of Little Rock asked Captain Jacob Brown, the
disbursing agent for Indian removal at Little Rock, to have a road built from the river on
the east side of town to connect with the existing road to Washington south of town to
prevent the Choctaws from infecting the people.® The crossing point on the east side of
town was David Rorer’s ferry, which landed at the foot of present-day Ferry Street. The
road that Brown opened probably followed a portion of Ferry street south. With this
event, the Rorer-Crittenden controversy was laid to rest. All remaining Choctaw
contingents and, later, all Chickasaw contingents crossing the river did so at the lower

ferry.
Removal and Internal Improvements

Indian removal coincided with the period when Arkansas was making its
transition from territory to state and was beginning to develop its economic base. It also
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coincided with efforts on the part of territorial leaders to encourage immigration to the
territory. Leaders pushed for federal aid in road construction and improvement on that
basis, but early on realized that removal provided an additional telling argument for
appropriations for internal improvements.” In 1832, for example, William Clark wrote to
Senator William Hendricks of Indiana regarding the road from Helena to Mouth of
Cache: “It is unquestionably a road of very great importance to Arkansas and it will aid
the general government much in the removal of the Indians.” To his letter A. H. Sevier
added a postscript: “This point is immediately opposite the Chickasaw nation of
Indians—when they migrate, they will of course travel this road. It should be improved
in time for them.”® In November 1833, in a similar vein, in a memorial to Congress, the
Territorial Assembly sought improvement of the road from Arkansas Post to Mrs.
Black’s in the Grand Prairie, arguing in part that the road would “facilitate the removal of
that portion of the Southern Indians who may be destined to locate on the waters of
Arkansas & be the means of great savings in transportation to the Government.”

Construction and improvement of roads, however, did not guarantee convenient
transportation. The quality and, therefore, condition, of the roads in Arkansas varied. For
many years after statehood in 1836, the state did not provide revenue for road
construction.'® The military roads were unquestionably the best, but they were far from
adequate. Particularly problematic throughout the removal period was the segment of the
Military Road between Memphis and the St. Francis River. In 1834 appropriations were
made for surveying and reconstructing the road, which was rerouted in some places (See
[llustration 20). The road from the St. Francis to the North Little Rock site was
considered unfinished as late as 1836 and 1837, when estimates were made on the costs
of completing it.!" Despite efforts at improvement, however, the forty-mile stretch,
usually referred to simply as the “Mississippi Swamp,” was subject to flooding much of
the time and was either impassable or almost so most of the time. The Swamp, perhaps
more than any other single factor caused removal parties or their conductors to choose
water transportation rather than land.

Waterways

When removal began, steam navigation had already proved feasible on the
Arkansas and White rivers, the two waterways that brought removal parties either part
way or the whole way to the North Little Rock site.'? In times of normal or high water,
primarily in the spring, it was possible for steamboats to carry Muscogees and Florida
Indians by way of the Mississippi and Arkansas from New Orleans to Fort Gibson,
Choctaws from Vicksburg; and Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Muscogees from Memphis.
Cherokees could travel the entire distance from Tuscumbia, Alabama, by way of the
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas. In times of low water, however, steamboats had
difficulty reaching Little Rock or grounded on sandbars at various points below it, such
as Fourche Bar about seven miles downstream. In 1831, appealing for funds to clear the
river of snags and other obstructions, Arkansans used the prospect of Indian removal to
make their arguments. William Trimble, speaker of the Arkansas House, said that “every
branch of the river is, or shortly will be, lined with numerous tribes of Indians, with
whom the Government contemplates a continual and friendly intercourse. The subject
could not be the less interesting to the nation, and to the Territory, should those relations
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be changed, (which is not improbable,) and we should find ourselves assailed by a savage
alliance—a numerous, fierce, and desolating foe.”"* By 1832, snags had become such a
hazard that the U. S. House of Representatives sought to improve navigation by
transferring government snag boats from the upper Mississippi and Ohio during the
winter months. Removal of obstructions began in early August 1833, and by the
following February, the snag boats Archimedes and Heliopolis had worked their way up
river as far as Little Rock."*

Water levels on the Arkansas, preferences of the contractors and conductors, or
simple convenience made use of the White River an acceptable alternative. At no time
during removal was it impossible to ascend from its mouth to Rock Roe, a few miles
below Mouth of Cache. There, Indians and supplies were offloaded, and the removal
parties traveled overland by way of the Military Road from Mouth of Cache through the
Grand Prairie to the North Little Rock site or from the Grand Prairie near Brownsville to
Cadron by way of Crossroads.

Low water on the Arkansas increased activity related to removal at the North
Little Rock site. In those times, Little Rock became the turnaround point for the larger,
deeper draft steamboats. The site thus became a transfer point for many removal
contingents, some taking the Military Road toward Fort Gibson and others transferring to
lighter draft boats that could ply the shallow waters upstream. A roll call of steamboats
employed in Indian removal at the site includes the following:

In Choctaw removal the Reindeer, Walter Scott, Brandywine, Harry Hill,

Archimedes, Thomas Yeatman, and Volant;

In Muscogee removal, the Harry Hill, Lamplighter, Majestic, Revenue,

John Nelson, Thomas Yeatman, Black Hawk, Lady Byron, and Fox;

In Florida Indian removal the Compromise, Fox, Itasca, Renown, Liverpool.

Ozark, Mt. Pleasant, Livingston, Tecumseh, North St. Louis, Buckeyve,
Orleans, John Jay, Little Rock, President, Swan, Lucy Walker,
Quapaw, and Cotton Plant;

In Chickasaw removal the Cavalier, Fox, DeKalb, and Kentuckian;

In Cherokee removal the Little Rock, Itasca, Smelter, and Victoria.

Most of these boats were involved in the regular traffic on the Arkansas, and
advertisements for them were commonplace in the Arkansas Gazette."”” Two of the boats,
the Victoria and Lucy Walker, were Cherokee owned. Lighter draft boats such as the
Fox, Mt. Pleasant, Tecumseh, and North St. [ ouis were brought into service at Little
Rock at times of low water to carry removal parties upstream.

Before boarding steamboats in New Orleans, a number of the Florida Indian
removal parties had sailed to the mouth of the Mississippi aboard brigs such as the
Laurence Copeland and schooners such as the Harbinger. From there the sailing ships
were towed by steamer to the U. S. Barracks at New Orleans, where passengers were
transferred to steamboats that brought them to the North Little Rock site.

Overall, the water routes provided the quickest and least difficult method of
moving large numbers of Indians from east to west (See Part IV [Chickasaw Removal]
and Part V [Conditions on Boats] below).

Notes
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PartIV:
Historical Documentation of Indian Removal
Through the North Little Rock Site

Removal through the North Little Rock site began with the Choctaws in 1831,
continued with brief interruptions until 1843, and ended in 1859 with the last major party
of Florida Indians to remove under provisions of the Treaty of Payne’s Landing (1832).
The following narrative documents the major removal parties of Choctaws, Muscogees,
Florida Indians, Chickasaws, and Cherokees at the site, presented in the order in which
each tribe’s removal began. It makes no attempt to document the countless individuals or
small family groups from all tribes who removed on their own resources or without
conductors during that period.

Choctaw Removal through the North Little Rock Site

Legal authority for removal of the Choctaws was the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit
Creek, signed on September 27, 1830, and ratified on February 24, 1831, making the
Choctaws the first of the southeastern tribes to sign and ratify a removal treaty under the
Removal Act of May 28, 1830. A census of the Choctaws that year totaled 19,554 who
ostensibly would have to be moved from their homelands in Mississippi to their new
lands west of Arkansas, lying between the Red River on the south and the Arkansas and
Canadian rivers on the north. Even before the treaty was ratified, Choctaws sent private
exploring expeditions west to locate choice places to settle, and Choctaws began to move
west on their own in small groups. On their return trip home, the first exploring party
met some of these groups on the road. The “official” Choctaw exploring party was
headed by district chief Netachache, conducted by George S. Gaines, and included
district chief Mushulatubbee. Both of these chiefs were powerful leaders. Netachache, a
nephew of Pushmataha, had distinguished himself as a warrior and became chief of
Pushmataha District in the mid-1830s. Mushulatubbee, also a distinguished warrior, had
become chief in 1809. The third district chief, Greenwood Leflore, refused to go. The
party went west in November 1830 and returned by way of Washington and Little Rock,
where they arrived in early February, 1831 on their overland journey home.'

By the time the exploring party left Mississippi, Greenwood LeFlore was deeply
involved in Choctaw removal. Arguing that it was better for the Choctaws to escape the
bad influences of the Mississippians, he organized a number of removal parties, sent
them west, and became the agent to dispose of the property of those who left, thus
enriching himself. These parties were poorly organized, outfitted, and provisioned and
after hard winter travel arrived destitute in the West. They crossed Mississippi and
traveled across southern Arkansas by way of Ecor a Fabre and Washington to the
Kiamichi country.’

In 1831, the U. S. government finally began to lay groundwork for the systematic

removal of the Choctaws by placing removal under the direction of Commissary General
George Gibson. Despite the best intentions of his agents, early removals were conducted
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on a trial-and-error basis, for such mass movements of populations had not been
attempted before. Though the system was fraught with miscalculations and serious
mistakes, there evolved during the next two years a practice whereby the majority of
Choctaws would embark from Memphis or Vicksburg, travel up the Ouachita or the
Arkansas as far as possible, and complete their journey by land. Contracts were let to
local farmers in Arkansas to supply rations for the people and forage for animals.
Supplies were gathered at depots located at strategic points on the route.” Many of these
stations on the central route became well known during the early 1830s: William
Strong’s, north of present-day Forrest City; Rock Roe, east of Roe; Mrs. Black’s in the
Grand Prairie; Samson Gray’s, and the North Little Rock site or Little Rock, depending
upon the routes the removal parties took.

By fall of 1831, Arkansans were anticipating the arrival of the Choctaws. Before
the planting season that year, removal agents urged Arkansas farmers to plant corn and
forage crops and produce as much beef and pork as they could to help supply rations for
the Indians. In May, contracts were advertised for wagons, horses, oxen, and drivers, and
in July for corn, beef, and salt to be taken to the supply stations along the route. Then on
November 28, the Arkansas Gazette at Little Rock boldly proclaimed, “The Indians Are
coming!!!” During the next two weeks, the paper reported the arrival of Choctaws at
Arkansas Post. Finally, on December 18, the vanguard of removal parties arrived: 18 or
20 Choctaws driving 100 horses. They had crossed the Mississippi at Memphis, pushed
through the Mississippi Swamp, and crossed the Grand Prairie. They encamped at the
North Little Rock site for two days and then went up the Military Road toward Fort
Smith.” Indian removal through the North Little Rock site had begun.

Winter 1831-32 Removals

The first major group of Choctaws to reach the North Little Rock site consisted of
594 people in David Folsom’s party, conducted by Lieutenant Stephen V. R. Ryan (See
[llustration 21). They had traveled from Vicksburg to Arkansas Post aboard the Reindeer
with a keelboat in tow, arriving on November 26. Originally destined for Little Rock,
they had been unloaded at the Post so that troops bound for Fort Gibson could have the
Reindeer for transport. There, they joined two other groups consisting of some 1,500
who were camped in the bitterly cold weather, poorly provisioned, and awaiting
transportation. Folsom’s party remained until December 13, departing with 44 wagons
and 150 horses. There was little they could do during this period to protect themselves
against the weather. On December 10 the temperature had gone down to zero, and during
the following week the average temperature was 12 degrees. Folsom’s party arrived at
the North Little Rock site on December 21, destined for the Red River. They spent the
next seven or eight days in crossing the river at Crittenden’s Ferry, a small hand-drawn
boat, and going into camp three miles south of Little Rock. On December 29, the group
began its trek towards the Red River.” The encampment site for this group became a
regular stop for groups headed for the Red River. Often referred to as “Three Mile
Creek” or “Camp Pope,” its exact location has not been determined. The road leading
from Little Rock followed the Wright Avenue and Asher Avenue corridors, and three
miles from what was then Little Rock, would have placed the encampment most likely
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somewhere near the juncture of Asher Avenue and Rooosevelt Road (See Illustration 22).
The next group arrived from Arkansas Post on the Reindeer with a keelboat in tow on
January 15, 1832. Followers of Netachache, they had traveled from Vicksburg to
Arkansas Post on the Walter Scott. Under the direction of Wharton Rector of Little
Rock, the 1,100 Choctaws were unloaded about a half mile below Little Rock and moved
three miles south to Camp Pope where they set up camp to await the arrival of the public
wagons that would take them southwest to the Red River country. The Reindeer,
meanwhile, returned to Arkansas Post for another load, and Rector’s party awaited a
group of 300 to 400 of their members who were en route by land from Arkansas Post.”

On the evening of January 22, the Reindeer returned with another group of 500
Choctaws conducted by special agent Dr. John T. Fulton, a former Little Rock physician
and postmaster turned removal agent. These were followers of Mushulatubbee. Under
the direction of Peter Pitchlynn, 406 had traveled to Memphis, intending to go overland
to Fort Smith. They had found the Mississippi Swamp impassable, however, and Fulton
had engaged the Brandywine to take them to Arkansas Post, where they transferred to the
Reindeer bound for Little Rock. They remained aboard the Reindeer, anchored in the
river overnight, and proceeded upstream the next day. Mushulatubbee’s followers settled
on the Arkansas, in part, to escape the influence of the missionaries, who had settled in
the Red River country. It was Mushulatubbee’s people that painter George Catlin visited
in 1834, painting Mushulatubbee himself and Peter Pitchlynn as well as the Choctaw ball
game and Tullock-chish-ko, the famous ball player (See Illustrations 23 and 24)).®

Also on January 22, another group of about 400 Choctaws with from 200 to 300
horses, arrived at the North Little Rock site overland from Arkansas Post. Headed by
Choctaw Robert M. Jones and conducted by Colonel Childress, these were the remainder
of Rector’s party (See Illustration 25) They crossed the river at Crittenden’s Ferry,
replenished supplies, and joined Rector’s group at Camp Pope. By early February, all of
the Choctaws encamped at Camp Pope had been sent in the direction of the Red River.’
This was the last major removal through central Arkansas during the removal “season”
of 1831-32 and the last parties of any tribe to go directly through the town of Little Rock.

Winter 1832-33 Removals

Taking advantage of the Choctaws’ experiences during the previous winter’s
removal, government agents developed a better-organized plan for the winter of 1832-33.
Instead of Arkansas Post and Little Rock as gathering points for large numbers, officials
determined to send them through Rock Roe on the White River. Those departing from
Vicksburg or Memphis by steamboat could be taken directly there. Those who traveled
from Memphis by land could follow the public road through the Mississippi Swamp to
William Strong’s just west of the St. Francis River. From there they could take the public
road southwest to Mouth of Cache (now Clarendon) and be ferried across the White to
join those at Rock Roe or travel directly toward Little Rock across the Grand Prairie."

Ration contracts were written to ensure that the Choctaws would pass by Little
Rock as quickly as possible. Ration depots were set up at strategic places along the
routes. The first station west of Rock Roe was Mrs. Black’s public house in the Grand
Prairie, which served as a depot for all groups. To prevent the Choctaws bound for Fort
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Smith from stopping at Little Rock, their next supply station was at Erwin’s Stand,
present-day Old Austin, about twenty-five miles north of the North Little Rock site, and
the one after that was Palarm, northwest of the site. These groups, then, would simply
pass through the region by way of the road from the Grand Prairie to Cadron.'' Those
crossing the river to go south to the Red River would be supplied at Mrs. Black’s, then
“at the north bank of the Arkansas river, opposite Little Rock,” and next at Hurricane
Creeklrzlear present-day Benton. Groups taking this route would quickly pass by Little
Rock.

These plans, however, frequently failed in implementation because of the cholera
epidemic that reached Arkansas in the fall of 1832. Cholera had been progressing
southward from Louisville and St. Louis and had arrived at Memphis when the first
contingent of Choctaws arrived there in late October. These were followers of David
Folsom, who arrived in two groups led by Wharton Rector. When the Reindeer arrived
to transport them to Rock Roe on November 1, only 457 would board because they
rightly associated the cholera with the steamboats. The remaining 400 with their horses
and wagons started overland, directed by Lt. Joseph A. Phillips. By the time the
Reindeer reached Rock Roe on November 5, two had died of cholera, and while they
waited the two weeks that it took for the overland party to catch up, more than twenty
died. They would lose about that many more after they left Rock Roe on November 14.
On November 12, they were joined by a party from Greenwood Leflore’s district,
numbering 617, who arrived aboard the Harry Hill and Archimedes under the direction of
Captaig S. T. Cross. The combined party, as they took to the road, numbered about
1,400.

On November 18, Folsom’s party of about 800, conducted by Lt. Joseph A.
Phillips, and Leflore’s party, conducted by S. T. Cross began to arrive from Rock Roe. It
was a rainy, cold day, and some of the wagons were delayed by mud because a new road
only recently cut by ferry owner David Rorer and his partners had not been packed down
by traffic. Phillips reported that the contractors who had agreed to supply the ration
station at the North Little Rock site had failed to do so, but he was able to obtain hard
bread and bacon from Disbursing Agent Captain Jacob Brown at Little Rock. Cross
reported two deaths from cholera in his group that day, and when they arrived at the river,
they went into camp with Phillips’ group. Choctaws straggled in late that night and
during the next day, which was cold and windy, making a ferry crossing too dangerous.
They remained in camp, and the conductors issued rations to the Choctaws as they came
in. There were three new cases of cholera. Cross and Phillips agreed that it would be
better to separate, keeping a day’s interval between the parties on the road. Cross’s
would go first. He issued rations and forage and late in the day began crossing the river
at Rorer’s Ferry, for by then, the city leaders had insisted that the Choctaws be rerouted
around town by a new road, cut specifically for them to prevent their going through town.
That road connected to the lower, or Rorer’s, ferry. On November 20, a very cold day,
Choctaws continued to arrive at the north bank of the river, while Cross’s party
completed its crossing and marched three miles and camped while some of the wagons
were being repaired in Little Rock. Early the next morning, they began their march
toward the Red River. Meanwhile Phillips’ group had remained in camp at the North
Little Rock site. On November 21, his group crossed the river and went into camp at
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Three Mile Creek, where Phillips issued rations and reported three additional cases of
cholera. Early on November 22, they followed Cross’s party toward the Red River.'*

By the time these groups departed the North Little Rock site, two other groups
were on their way from Rock Roe. One consisted of about 1,800 Concha, Six Towns,
and Chickasawhay people from Netachache’s district who had reached Rock Roe aboard
the Thomas Yeatman, the Volant, and the Reindeer. From Rock Roe they traveled in two
groups, the Conchas under Lt. William R. Montgomery and the Six Towns and
Chickasawhays under Lt. Isaac P. Simonton. F. W. Armstrong, the agent for Choctaw
removal west of the Mississippi, traveled with these groups. Leaving Rock Roe on
November 22, they reached Mrs. Black’s in the Grand Prairie, where they overtook
another contingent under Captain. John Page. Like Page’s group, they were ill with
cholera, and by the time they began to arrive at the North Little Rock site on November
27, nineteen members of the party had died."

Simonton’s and Armstrong’s groups, numbering about 1,800, encamped at the
North Little Rock site, receiving provisions and preparing to cross the river on Rorer’s
ferry. An estimated 600 Conchas, including Netachache, crossed on November 30 under
the direction of Lieutenant Montgomery. Another group consisting of 629 Conchas
crossed on December 1 under the direction of Lt. Jefferson Van Horne. The
Chickasawhays and Six Towns people, also numbering about 600, crossed and were
directed by Lieutenant Simonton. These groups left immediately for the Red River.'
These were the last Choctaw parties to go through the North Little Rock site during the
1832-33 season.

Page’s group, meanwhile, had taken a different route. His was a combined
detachment, primarily from Mushulatubbe’s district, bound for Fort Smith. When they
arrived at Memphis on November 3, most of the Choctaws refused to board the
steamboats, which they associated with the spread of cholera. William Armstrong, the
agent in charge of removal east of the Mississippi, left his jurisdiction and accompanied
the Indians through the swamp. During the seven days it took them to reach Strong’s
Stand, many had died. At Rock Roe the boat and overland parties were rejoined.
Directed by Wharton Rector and accompanied by Page, these 1,300 Choctaws set out
with a train of 80 wagons. They were encamped at Mrs. Black’s, with cholera raging
among them, when they were overtaken by the group that Francis Armstrong
accompanied. This group, because they were headed for Fort Smith, took the route by
Erwin’s Stand and Crossroads to intersect the Military Road at Cadron. Page’s group
was at Dardanelle by December 6. Page had arranged for subsistence for the group as far
as Memphis, with no complaints, he said. His expenses were considerably less than they
would have been for supplies from private contractors. Only when they reached
Arkansas, where subsistence had been contracted, did the Choctaws begin to complain
about short measures and receiving rations late. Out of the money he saved, he claimed,
“I cut a road forty miles through a wilderness country. It was cheaper to do this than
travel the old road, which was very bad, and a great distance out of our way: and, if the
Creeks and Chickasaws should remove it is evident this will be the cheapest and best
route for them to take, as also the balance of the Choctaws, whether they go to Red river
or Arkansas.”"”

In early January, 1833, another group of Choctaws, apparently the last to remove
during the winter of 1832-33, passed through the region on their way to Fort Smith.
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These were about 500 of Mushulatubbee’s people who had attempted to remove
themselves. They had struggled through the Mississippi Swamp to a point about forty
miles west of Memphis, where they gave up, built temporary shelters, and hunted to
survive. William Armstrong found them in mid-December and sent them west under the
direction of Wharton Rector. The Arkansas Gazette reported on January 9 that they
“passed up through the Big Prairie, a day or two ago, on their way to Fort Smith,”
apparently by Erwin’s Stand and Crossroads to Cadron.'®

Winter 1833-34 Removals

The only contingent of Choctaws to pass through the North Little Rock site
during the winter of 1833-34 reached there on November 27, 1833. Originally
numbering more than 800, the group had reached Memphis in late October. About three
hundred along with wagons and baggage were transported by the Thomas Yeatman with
a keelboat in tow to Rock Roe, where they arrived on November 9. The others pushed
through the Mississippi Swamp, which was surprisingly passable that season. The
combined party traveled from Rock Roe to Mrs. Black’s, where they divided into two
groups. One of 176 under John M. Millard was going to Fort Smith, and the other of 641
under Captain John Page was going to the Red River. The former traveled west from
Crossroads north of the North Little Rock site and did not pass through the site. The
latter arrived at the site on November 27 and spent that day and the next crossing the
river. Page, who had arranged for subsistence of his group the year before, found
subsistence in Arkansas expensive. Corn was forty cents a bushel at Mempbhis, but two
dollars on the Arkansas because a flood in June had destroyed the crops in the river
bottoms."” Rorer’s ferry at the North Little Rock site had also been destroyed. Rorer
installed an up-to-date ferry the following spring. What type of ferry he had in operation
in the fall of 1833 is uncertain.

Subsequent Removals

Choctaw removal under provisions of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek
officially ended in November of 1833. However, removals of small parties under other
terms continued during the late 1830s and through the 1840s. All of these parties
traveled by water, those on the Arkansas passing the North Little Rock site on their way.

Muscogee Removal through the North Little Rock Site

Although some Muscogees had voluntarily removed after passage of the Indian
Removal Act of 1830, their enforced removal to Indian Territory did not really begin
until after the signing of their treaty with the United States in 1832. That year, the
Arkansas Advocate reported that 2,500 had removed and that 20,000, still remaining
primarily in Alabama, were yet to go west.”’ All of those still to remove, whether
traveling by water or land, would pass through Arkansas on the way to Indian Territory.
Those who traveled by water would pass by the North Little Rock site, and most of those
who went by land would go through it.
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In addition to the anguish that attended departure from their ancient homelands,
the Muscogees faced rigors of travel that the Choctaws, who had removed earlier, had not
faced. Choctaw removal had been managed by the government. Contracts for rations
and forage were let, and supply stations established at strategic points along the routes
through the territory. Although the system at times failed, it was better managed than it
was during Muscogee removal, which was placed first in the hands of the J.W.A. Sanford
Emigrating Company and later contracted to the Alabama Emigrating Company, whose
agents were lax in performing their duties and consistently exhibited an insensitivity to
the needs of the Muscogee people. Whereas commodities had been in relatively good
supply during the Choctaw removal and Arkansans along the route had enjoyed good
profits, goods were more scarce during Muscogee removal, and prices in local markets
were driven up. While some Arkansans took advantage of the market and engaged in
price gouging, others began to feel resentment for the high prices caused in local markets
by removal. That resentment was transferred to the Muscogees and, ultimately, to the
Indians of Indian Territory as removal continued during the 1830s.

Page Party, 1834

The first major party to go through Arkansas was led by Captain John Page from
Fort Mitchell, Alabama. This party of 630 had traveled by way of Tuscaloosa, Alabama;
Columbus, Mississippi; and Memphis. By the time they reached Memphis, they had
suffered greatly from the cold weather and exposure because they lacked adequate
clothing. At Memphis, the party split. The majority of the people were placed aboard the
steamboat Harry Hill for transportation to Fort Gibson, while the remainder, led by
William Beattie of the Sanford Emigrating Company, driving a herd of about 200 horses,
started overland toward Little Rock. Because of inclement weather and ice on the
Arkansas River, it took the Harry Hill almost three weeks to reach Little Rock, where low
water forced it to stop on February 24, 1835.' The Muscogees were landed at the North
Little Rock site, where they camped to wait for the overland group led by Beattie, who
had already passed Mrs. Black’s public house in the Grand Prairie by the time the Harry
Hill arrived. In the camps, sickness had prevailed, and many had died. In this party were
sixty-six slaves, who accompanied their owners: Jelka Hadjo, David Marshall, Thomas
Marshall, Sally Stidham, John Stidham, Chou-e-hoc, and Whon Hoakey. There were
also fifty-four slaves who traveled without their owners; and a “mulatto” named Charles,
with four in his charge, traveled independently. The party left the North Little Rock site
by wagon on March 1, bound for Fort Gibson. They encountered snowstorms and
terrible road conditions, and did not reach their destination until March 28. Only 469 had
survived the journey.*

Fish Pond, Kealedji, and Hilibi Contingent, 1836

The next major party of Muscogees came through Arkansas in January 1836, also
conducted by William Beattie. Lieutenant Edward Deas of the U. S. Army accompanied
the group to make sure the people were provided for under the terms of the contract for
their removal. The group consisted of 511 people from Fish Pond, Kealedji, and Hilibi
towns, organized near Wetumka on December 6, 1835, by Benjamin Marshall, a half-
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blood Muscogee member of the emigrating company, who with his family of eight and
nineteen slaves, were in the party. Their route took them overland by way of Montevallo,
Elyton, Moulton, and Tuscumbia, Alabama. From there they traveled by steamboat to
Waterloo, where they were placed aboard the Alpha and two keel boats for the trip west.
Besides Marshall’s slaves, this group included 81 others, who traveled with their owners,
and 34 blacks who traveled independently of their owners, including 12 of
Opothleyahola’s and 7 of Tuckebatche Micco’s. Though slaves were included in most
Creek removal parties, this party and the one preceding it included the vast majority of
the 333 slaves that the Muscogees took west during 1835 and 1836.> On January 8,
1836, the Alpha with its two boats in tow arrived at the North Little Rock site and
remained anchored for only one hour before starting up river again. Lieutenant Deas
wrote in his journal that day: “The Boats got under way this morning about 7 o’clock,
and we have come to-day between 30 & 40 miles. We passed through Little Rock in the
afternoon without stopping and are now a few miles above that place. The Small Boat
was sent on ashore at the town for a few minutes, but it is always a disadvantage to allow
the Indians to stop at any place where they can obtain liquor. The most peaceable and
apparently well disposed when sober sometimes becomes the most refractory and
troublesome when intoxicated. There are some examples of this with the present
Party.”*® Because of low water, the party did not reach Fort Smith until January 22.%

Eufaula, Chiaha, Hichiti, Kasihta, and Yuchi Contingent, 1836

A few weeks after Deas’ and Beattie’s parties came through Arkansas, ads were
run in the Arkansas Advocate and the Arkansas Gazette for proposals for subsistence of
the Muscogees. In the ad, Capt. Jacob Brown, Disbursing Agent for Indian Removal,
predicted that a large emigration, an estimated 5,000 Muscogees, would be moving
through Arkansas to Indian Territory in 1836 and 1837.%

In August of 1836, a party of 2,300 arrived at the North Little Rock site, having
come overland from Rock Roe. These were primarily Eufaulas, Chiahas, Hichitis,
Kasihtas, and Yuchis, whose resistance to removal and retaliation for fraud and violence
against their people in the summer of 1836 had resulted in what Americans called the
Creek “war.” When the last of the main leaders, including Jim Henry, Echo Hadjo, and
Eneah Micco, were captured or had surrendered in July, their people were rounded up
and immediately sent to the West. From a staging point near Tuskegee, the men and boys
were handcuffed and chained and marched double-file some ninety miles to
Montgomery. Wagons followed with children, old women, and the sick. From
Montgomery 2,498 were transported by boat to Mobile, where 2,300 were transferred to
steamboats that took them to New Orleans, arriving there on July 18. They camped on
the banks of the canal at the foot of Julia Street and, under the charge of the J. W. A.
Sanford Emigrating Company, were put aboard the Lamplighter, Majestic, and Revenue
for transportation to Rock Roe on the White River. Reaching there on July 29, they
remained until August 8 while contractors obtained the wagons and livestock necessary
to take them overland to Fort Gibson. Because only twenty wagons could be procured,
many of the children, old women, and infirm had to walk, traveling at night because of
the intense heat during the day. Although there had been acts of resistance at
Montgomery and at Rock Roe, by the time they reached the North Little Rock site, they
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were “peaceable and entertaining themselves in camp by ball playing, fishing, etc.,”
according to Lt. John Waller Barry, disbursing agent for the party. From the North Little
Rock site, the contingent continued overland along the Military Road to Fort Gibson,
which they reached September 3.%

These were without question the most destitute Indians Arkansans had seen.
Rounded up and dealt with as prisoners of “war,” they had no time to prepare for their
march. Most who had meager personal effects were obliged to carry them from Rock
Roe westward because adequate transportation had not been arranged. The Yuchis had
been sent on their way with practically nothing. Diet to which they were unaccustomed
resulted in dysentery and diarrhea. In the summer season, fevers and cholera infantum
were common. Fifty of those who died were children, and most of the others were the
old and infirm. One had committed suicide, one had been shot by a soldier, and one had
been bayoneted. Between New Orleans and Rock Roe, the rotten deck of a barge on
which they were being towed collapsed, killing one and injuring several others. On their
arrival in Indian Territory, Captain William Armstrong wrote that he had “never seen so
wretched and poor a body of Indians as this party of Creeks; they have really nothing.””*

The remainder of the “war” prisoners had been left at Montgomery. The party
consisted primarily of women and children, the old, and the infirm. They left
Montgomery on August 2, directed by Captain F. S. Belton, taken by steamboat to New
Orleans. Despite extensive sickness among them, they were placed aboard the Mobile,
which took them to Montgomery’s Point at the mouth of the White. By then a number
had died. The sick were placed aboard a keel boat to be taken up the Arkansas, and those
who could walk were marched through the swamps to Arkansas Post, which they reached
on August 25. Because of the Texas-Mexican conflict, Arkansas volunteers had rallied
and had gone to Fort Towson to replace regular troops, taking the available horses and
wagons with them. It was not until September 6 that Belton could start his contingent
west with what few rickety carts he could procure. They reached Mrs. Black’s public
house in the Grand Prairie on September 9 and from there went across the Grand Prairie
to Erwin’s Settlement, near present-day Old Austin, where they stopped on September
11. Belton’s journal for that date details the difficulties of their travels: “During the
passage of the prairie, it has, with the exception of two days of scorching sun, rained
almost all day and night. The situation of the Indians is deplorable. The sick exceed fifty
of the small party and death occasionally carries off the weakest. The wagons or carts
have been over loaded & great difficulties surmounted. To reach settlements forced
marches have been necessary. Paid off & discharged the carts engaged at Post
Arkansas.” At Erwin’s, Belton engaged three additional wagons for the Indians and one
for the officers, and his procurement reflects the economic realities of central Arkansas at
the time: “These are miserable small & old vehicles, poor teams and harness but better
cannot be done. The charges too are high indeed the people taking advantage of an
obvious necessity, & having heard of larger parties in the rear, very indifferent about
engaging at all. What better can be done? The sick require attention to their situation &
weakness, & the very elements are against us. There is nothing other in prospect. The
best wagons being with the large hostile party in charge of Lt. Barry and the volunteers
marching from the neighboring settlements for Fort Towson have engaged every good
thing of the kind at enormous prices. The country is sparsely settled; we are at the mercy
of circumstances.” Belton’s party traveled west from Erwin’s by way of Crossroads. On
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September 14 they traveled twelve miles in a downpour to Greathouse’s, and the next
day, also in the rain, fifteen miles to Newell’s at Palarm Bayou. By the time they reached
their destination, nineteen had died and nine were missing.29

Cusseta and Coweta Contingent, 1836

During November and December of 1836 several groups from the Muscogee
Nation emigrated through Arkansas as U. S. officials began systematically to execute the
provisions of the removal treaty. These parties had begun staging up in August. A
military officer accompanied the parties to ensure that contractors met their obligations.
The first to reach the North Little Rock site was a group of about 900 aboard the
Steamboat John Nelson. This group was part of a contingent accompanied by Marine
Lieutenant John T. Sprague.*”

The original contingent of nearly 2,000 had departed Tallassee on September 5. It
consisted of nearly all of the remaining members of Cusseta and Coweta towns, including
more than a hundred who had been hiding since the end of the summer’s “war.”
Tuckebatche Hadjo, whom Sprague called “the principal Chief” of the region, had
delayed preparations for removal because their crops had not been gathered and their
livestock had not been sold. Once they reluctantly took up the march, their overland
journey to Memphis had been fraught with the usual difficulties of overland travel.
Added to these, however, was the indifference of the agents of the Alabama Emigrating
Company, who were in charge of subsistence. Concerned for their profits, they departed
camp whether the people were ready or not and made forced marches of up to twenty
miles a day, leaving stragglers strung out along the route. They were reluctant to give the
people a day of rest so that stragglers could catch up. After their arrival at Memphis on
October 9, Sprague threatened to rescind the contract and assume responsibility for
subsistence himself if the requirements of the contracts were not met. His threat was
effective, for he later wrote: “The ready acquiescence of the Agents of my detachment to
all my wishes, after crossing the Mississippi, deserves my decided approbation; they were
unremitting in every emergency.” Some of the men associated with the Alabama
Emigrating Company had been part of the J. W. A. Sanford Emigrating Company. Most
were speculators, and some were downright Indian haters. Sanford, for example, had
made a name for himself as commander of the Georgia Guard that had for years harassed
the Cherokees in their own nation®' A generous assessment of his views is that he cared
little for the welfare of those Indians who fell under his contract.

Tuckabatche Hadjo’s contingent remained at Memphis from October 9 to October
27. When they arrived, two other contingents were already there: Opothleyohola’s
contingent, accompanied by Captain M. W. Batman and a second group accompanied by
Lieutenant R. B. Screven. And there were two behind Sprague’s: Lieutenant Edward
Deas’ and John A. Campbell’s. There were an estimated 13,000 members of the
Muscogee Nation awaiting transportation across the Mississippi or down it to the mouth
of the White. However, a lack of steamboats delayed movement. Because the
Mississippi Swamp on the Arkansas side was impassable for wagons at that time of year,
the conductors decided to take wagons, baggage, women, and children to Rock Roe by
boat and send the men through the swamp with the horses. The party accompanied by
Sprague was the third to leave Memphis, after Batman’s and Screven’s. Sprague,
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however, sought to get ahead of these groups in order to acquire an advantage in
obtaining subsistence. Thus he put about 1,500 women and children with a few men,
equipment, and baggage aboard the John Nelson and two flat boats, which would take
them directly to Little Rock, and sent between 600 and 700 men with the horses through
the Mississippi Swamp.*?

The John Nelson unloaded a part of the group at the North Little Rock site on
November 3, 1836. Swift current on the Arkansas had made towing the two flat boats
impossible, so Sprague had left the remainder of the party encamped at Arkansas Post.”
On November 6 the John Nelson returned to bring them up river. Meanwhile the
majority of those who had gone overland through the Swamp joined those in camp at the
North Little Rock site on November 4 and brought a message with them. Sprague wrote:
“Many remained behind and sent word, that ‘when they had got bear skins enough to
cover them they would come on.” Here, they felt independence, game was abundant and
they were almost out of the reach of the white-men. At first, it was my determination to
remain at Little Rock until the whole party should assemble. But from the scarcity of
provisions and the sale of liquor, I determined to proceed up the country about fifty miles
and there await the arrival of all the Indians. Tuck-e-batch-e-hadjo refused to go. ‘He
wanted nothing from the white-men and should rest.” Every resting place with him was
where he could procure a sufficiency of liquor. The petulant and vindictive feeling which
this Chief so often evinced, detracted very much from the authority he once exercised
over his people. But few were inclined to remain with him.”** Subsequent events suggest
that Sprague was likely wrong in his estimation of this man (See, e. g., Part VII below).

Thus on November 5 and 6, Sprague’s party took up the march, leaving
Tuckebatche Hadjo and a few of his followers, probably his family, behind at the North
Little Rock site. Sprague’s party traveled until they reached the supply station at
Kirkbride Potts’ place near present day Pottsville and there went into camp to wait until
the remainder of his party could catch up.”

There, as at the North Little Rock site, Tuckebatche Hadjo’s party had members
scattered behind them on the road. From Potts’ place up river, Sprague had sent men
back along the road as far as the Mississippi Swamp to find stragglers and bring them on.
He wrote: “They collected, subsisted and transported all they could get to start by every
argument and entreaty. A body of Indians under a secondary Chief, Narticher-tus-ten-
nugge expressed their determination to remain in the swamp in spite of every
remonstrance. They evinced the most hostile feelings and cautioned the white-men to
keep away from them.”*® The stragglers that Sprague’s agents picked up reached the
North Little Rock site, probably on November 13 or 14, for they reached Potts’ camp on
November 17. Meanwhile, the John Nelson, which had gone back to Arkansas Post for
the rest of the contingent, picked up Tuckebatche Hadjo at the North Little Rock site,
probably on November 13, for it arrived at Lewisburg on November 14, and the chief
rejoined his people at Potts’ place.”’ The group arrived at Fort Gibson on December 7.
Remarkably, only twenty-nine people died in this group, fifteen children and the rest old,
feeble, or “intemperate.”® But they arrived without Tuckebatche Hadjo. When
Sprague’s party left Potts’ place, the chief remained, and was still on the road.

Opothleyohola’s Contingent, 1836
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While Tuckabatche Hadjo’s contingent was still at the North Little Rock site, there
were several thousand members of the Muscogee Nation on the way from Memphis.
Two parties attended by Lieutenant R. B. Screven and Captain M. W. Batman had
crossed the Mississippi before Sprague, but the decision to hire the John Nelson had put
the latter in front. Also on the road were contingents headed by Lt. Edward Deas and
John A. Campbell.

Batman had left Tallassee with Opothleyohola’s contingent of 2,700 on August 31,
1836, but, because of claims against the Muscogees and other delays, did not reach
Memphis until October 9. When they passed Tuscaloosa, the papers said, “They all
presented a squalid, forlorn, and miserable condition, and seemed to be under the
influence of deep melancholy and dejection. They are said to have left their homes with
great reluctance but are becoming more reconciled to their destiny. Their situation
excited much sympathy and commiseration in the breasts of our citizens, and many a
heartfelt regret was uttered at the necessity which compelled us to remove them to the Far
West.” On October 13, some 1,200 of the party, primarily the followers of
Opothleyahola, were put aboard the Farmer and reached Rock Roe four days later, while
the remainder with their horses went overland. They were reported at Erwin’s Stand, less
than two days’ march from the North Little Rock site, on November 3. From Erwin’s
Stand on November 7, Opothleyahola wrote Governor James. S. Conway, informing him
that he had written permission from General Jesup to halt within the limits of Arkansas
while he visited with General Edmund Gaines and transacted “other business” for his
people, ten or twelve thousand of whom were now in the state. “We are here with
friendly feelings,” he said. Also signing the letter were Little Doctor, Mad Blue,
Tuckabatchee Micco, and Ned, Opothleyahola’s black interpreter (See Illustration 26).
This party traveled from Erwin’s to Cadron, for on November 8, the Arkansas Gazette
reported that the party had “passed the cross-roads, 25 miles north of this place, for the
west, on Thursday last.” Batman’s party eventually passed Sprague’s, arriving at Fort
Gibson on December 7. Batman attributed the slow progress of his party through
Arkansas to rainy weather and bad roads.”

Campbell’s Party, 1836

John A. Campbell’s contingent of 1,170 had been gathered by Lieutenant Edward
Deas in Talledega district in early August and taken to Gunter’s Landing, Alabama,
where their numbers had swelled to 2,000. Deas sent this party on to Memphis under
Campbell’s direction by way of Huntsville and returned to Talledega to gather another
party. Campbell’s group reached Memphis on October 25 and went into camp a half mile
below Memphis to wait while the other parties ahead of them crossed.”” They departed
Memphis on November 5, and, following the lead of parties before them, sent the
equipment and part of the people by boat to Rock Roe and the remainder of people with
the livestock through the Mississippi Swamp.*' On November 8, the Arkansas Gazette
reported that Campbell’s contingent was ten to twelve days away. This group apparently
went west by way of the Grand Prairie and Crossroads. They made remarkable progress
in comparison to the others; even though they were next to last in crossing the
Mississippi, they arrived at Fort Gibson third in line behind Opothleyohola’s and
Tuckabatche Hadjo’s.
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Screven Party, 1836

Conducted by William McGillivray under the direction of Lt. R. B. Screven,
another contingent had left Wetumka on August 6, numbering 3,022. They had increased
by 120, probably from picking up stragglers, by the time they reached Memphis in early
October. They, like the groups before them, split into two, part going by boat to Rock
Roe and others going overland with the horses. They did not reach the North Little Rock
site until November 20. Screven, like Sprague, laid the blame for his slow progress at the
feet of the subsistence contractors.*

When Screven reached the North Little Rock site, the 3,200 Muscogees in his
group encamped within “a mile and a half of Little Rock.” There, Screven took an
extraordinary step, asking Governor James S. Conway to do whatever was necessary to
keep the Muscogees on the north side of the river. This group was not only in a sad
condition, but the Arkansas public had begun to grow weary of Indians. As commodities
became scarce and prices climbed, Arkansans began to blame the Muscogees. The editor
of the Arkansas Gazette complained that this was the third party to go through in three
weeks, with others on the way. “Although they are by no means hostile or threatening,”
he wrote, “yet they are, unquestionably a great annoyance to the public—and ought
always to be sent with a strong guard.”43

Deas Party, 1836

The last major contingent of Muscogees to pass through the North Little Rock site
was conducted by Lieutenant Edward Deas. After Deas had sent Campbell’s group on
the way to Memphis, he returned to Talladega where he gathered another party of 2,320
and took them by way of Decatur, Courtland, and Tuscumbia, Alabama. They reached
Memphis on October 25 and went into camp with Campbell’s group a half mile below
Memphis to await their turn to cross.** Like the others before him, Deas decided to split
his group into two, sending part by boat and others overland through the Swamp.
However, at the last minute a large number for some reason refused to board the boats
and started overland with a conductor Deas assigned to them, beginning their journey on
November 5. At Rock Roe, Deas encountered the difficulties that Screven’s party had
faced. Contractors had failed to stockpile sufficient supplies, and the conductor who had
started overland from Memphis came in with only part of his party. The rest were strung
out along the road without food or transportation. Deas waited until November 19 for the
stragglers to come in. When they failed to do so, he went back over the road, as far as
Strong’s on the St. Francis and found between 300 and 400 stragglers, some belonging to
Batman’s and Screven’s parties, who had been abandoned by the contractors. He made
arran%estments to have them brought on and returned to Rock Roe to catch up with his
party.

The main body of this party reached the North Little Rock site on November 27,
1836. Deas ordered them to remain encamped until the stragglers between there and the
St. Francis had joined them.*® While encamped, the Muscogees became the focus of local
resentment that had begun to surface with earlier parties. It primarily took the form of
complaints of theft from unnamed citizens of Arkansas. Whether these allegations were
made because of prejudice against the Indians or by greed, Arkansans were likely hoping
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to make money off the Muscogees by claims of theft and destruction of property. The
officers associated with these parties wrote letters to the Governor of Arkansas and to
their superior officers complaining about these unfair accusations. One letter printed as
fact in the Arkansas Advocate made it sound as if the Creeks were killing livestock along
the trail throughout the state of Arkansas.”” Governor James S. Conway, after hearing
complaints that the Muscogees had killed livestock, stolen crops, and burned fence rails
for fuel, felt compelled to take action. On October 22, he issued a proclamation, ordering
the Muscogees to leave the limits of Arkansas and giving county militias authority to
assist in carrying out his orders. On December 6, he ordered Deas to put his party on the
road immediately and not permit them to encamp within the state for any extended time.
He published his letter in the Arkansas Gazette as an official order for county militia
groups to enforce. Lieutenant Deas responded to the allegations: rations had been issued
regularly while the Muscogees were in camp, they had supplemented their diet by
hunting and had used the plentiful downed timber for fuel. As for the latter, Deas invited
the governor to cross to the north side of the river and witness for himself that the rail
fences in the neighborhood were still intact. Deas charged that the complaints were a
pretext to get the Muscogees out of the state because of high prices that resulted from
their subsistence. High prices for commodities, however, were more than balanced, he
argued, by the money that the removal was bringing into the state of Arkansas, especially
money that was spent by the Muscogees themselves.*® The agents of the emigrating
company were also complaining that they were losing money by long delays. To them
Deas responded that their contracts called for the removal of all of the party, not part of
it, to the western country, not to Arkansas. Thus he would wait.*’

Captain John Stuart at Fort Coffee, Indian Territory, a receiving station for many
of the groups, also believed that charges of depredations by the Muscogees were an
attempt at fraud. No specific cases of such occurrences had been reported to him.
Perhaps thinking about the kinds of fraudulent claims that had been made against the
Muscogees before removal, he fully expected that such claims would follow, “founded in
part, upon the Representations of respectable Citizens of Arkansas, but as many of the
whites are well known to seize upon any possible pretext to make exorbitant claims
against the Indians, it is not to be supposed that they will let the present opportunity
escape them.””’

Deas refused to follow the governor’s directive to move on, arguing that he would
remain in the vicinity until the stragglers along the Memphis road came in. Among them
were some of the leading men and their families, and the Muscogees in the main party
were reluctant to move on without them. However, on December 9, he ordered the group
to break camp because most of the stragglers had caught up. They moved three miles up
the Military Road and encamped again. The following day Deas learned that one of the
principal chiefs with a large number of followers was still two or three days behind him.
Thus once more he decided to wait. Finally, on December 17, he ordered the party to
move on while he went back over the Memphis road to look for remaining stragglers. On
the morning of December 17 what he believed to be the last detachment of them passed
through the North Little Rock site. Deas and his group finally reached Fort Gibson on
January 23, 1837.°!

In retrospect, Lieutenant Sprague laid much of the blame for the
difficulties in getting through Arkansas on the Alabama Emigrating Company. Though
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he believed the agents had done better in the latter part of their journey, he wrote: “A
stupid indifference to the stipulations of the contract, and a disposition to break down the
authority of the officer, and drive the Indians far beyond their powers, seemed to be the
determination of these Agents.”*

Contingent from the Cherokee Nation, 1837

It was not until the spring of 1837 that another party of Muscogees removed
through the state. Led by Lieutenant Deas, this party of 543 left Gunter’s Landing,
Alabama, on May 16. They were Muscogees who had fled their nation after the removal
treaty of 1832 and had been living in the Cherokee Nation, where they were rounded up
by militia. During the first sixty miles of their journey from Gunter’s landing, seventy-
one escaped. Deas’ experiences on the overland routes during the previous winter made
him feel that the easier and faster way to travel with the group would be one of the water
routes. They traveled by flat boat down the Tennessee to Tuscumbia, overland from
there to Waterloo, and from there by the steamboat Black Hawk. They made good time,
reaching Montgomery’s Point and passing through the White River cut-off to the
Arkansas on May 27. Travel on the Arkansas was excellent at that time, the river starting
to rise due to the melting snows in the Rockies. The boat could run day and night, during
one day steaming 75 miles. On May 31, Lieutenant Deas wrote in his journal: “We
reached Little Rock this morning at 7 o’clock, stopped there about an hour, and then
continued to run until 7 P.M. having come about 50 miles. . . .It rained last night but
cleared up this morning before reaching Lt. Rock, and the weather is at present fine tho’
warm in the daytime. A female child died this afternoon, but nothing else of importance
has occurred thro’ the day. The River is now said to be 12 or 14 feet above low water
marks.” The river level remained good, and the Black Hawk reached Fort Gibson on
June 4. Because of desertions and deaths, Deas delivered only 463.%

Families of the Creek Warriors in Florida, 1837

November and December, 1837, brought more Muscogees through Arkansas on
their way to Indian Territory. The largest of these parties was a group of about 3,000 led
by Captain John Page, who arrived in central Arkansas the third week in November. This
group consisted primarily of the families of 776 Creek warriors who had been recruited to
fight the Seminoles in Florida. The government failed its obligations to protect these
families from white marauders intent on driving them out and occupying their lands.
Nearly 4000 had gathered near Montgomery by early March, 1837, and were later moved
to Mobile Point, where they were kept in camps for several months under the direction of
Captain Page. Some 500 were sent to New Orleans in April, and the remainder moved to
Pass Christian, Mississippi, in July. By then, nearly 200 had died. The last of the
warriors from Florida did not join them until October, when, finally, they were
transported to New Orleans. Some under Lieutenant Sloan were sent toward Rock Roe
on the Farmer, the Far West, and the Black Hawk. Another group of 611 were sent
aboard the Monmouth, which collided with the Trenton and sank near Columbia,
Mississippi, costing 311 Muscogee lives. Their numbers now reduced to about 3,000, the
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Muscogees were put ashore at Rock Roe and continued to Fort Gibson overland by way
of the Grand Prairie and Crossroads.”

Contingents from the Chickasaw Country, 1837

There were two additional removals by water. On November 17, the steamer Fox
with Muscogees aboard passed up the river, and on November 24 the Itasca arrived with
about 800 aboard, directed by Captain Gouvernor Morris. These were Muscogees who
had fled to the Chickasaws after the removal treaty of 1832. By late 1837, the
Chickasaws had begun to remove; thus the Muscogees among them were rounded up and
shipped out of Memphis. After a night’s layover in the river, the Itasca went on upstream
the next day.>

On his return back east through Little Rock in January of 1838 Captain Page
reported to the Arkansas Gazette that the emigration of the Muscogees through Arkansas
was complete. Over 21,000 had passed through the state.™

Florida Indian Removal through the North Little Rock Site

The removal of the Florida Indians can be marked as the most complicated and
misunderstood of the five major removals through the North Little Rock site. Scholars
have classified it the Seminole Removal, and by doing so they have commonly lumped
numerous individual tribes under one title. In fact, Florida was the scene of a developing
tribal structure at the time of removal as a result of the nearly complete eradication of the
original inhabitants of Florida by European diseases by the late eighteenth century. The
extinction of these peoples freed up the rich soils of the peninsula for others. Thus,
indigenous peoples began to move into the area and create their own societies and
cultures. Over time these groups established themselves and began to intermingle. In the
early nineteenth century, seeing the benefit of unity, they slowly began the process of
organization. However, this development also came at a time when the designs of U. S.
removal policy fell upon the lands of Florida.

At the time of Florida Indian removal, there were at least eleven individual tribes
consisting of 5,000 native people in Florida. These tribes maintained their own identity
and were classified separately by the U. S. soldiers stationed in Florida during the
Seminole Wars. These groups were the Seminole proper, the “Friendly Indians* or pro-
removal Florida Indians, the Miccosukees (whose tribe is still federally recognized in
Florida), the Tallahassees, the Apalachicolas (who were at the time of removal
recognized by U. S. officials as a separate entity), the Yuchis, the Spanish Indians, the
Indian Negroes, the Negroes (runaway slaves), the Red-Stick Muscogees, and numerous
other small groups that called Florida home.

These groups made up an extremely diverse population before removal, which
made it extremely difficult for the Americans to treat with them. Through the Treaty of
Moultrie Creek (1823), the Treaty of Payne's Landing (1832), and numerous "talks" and
meetings, U. S. agents sought to convince the Florida Indians to remove to the West.
However, the Indians of Florida saw no reason to leave their homelands. Whereas the
removal process of the other major tribes was based on pressur