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National Park Service
Trail of Tears Association

Trail of Tears National Historic TrailStilwell and the Trail of Tears

The End of the Journey
Between June 1838 and March 1839, more 
than 15,000 Cherokee trekked west from 
their traditional eastern homeland to Indian 
Territory (present-day Oklahoma) over the 
“Trail of Tears.” More than 1,000 died during 
the journey westward, and more than 4,000 
died as a direct result of their forced migration. 

Trail of Tears National Historic Trail

The National Park Service administers the Trail of Tears National 
Historic Trail, which was established by Congress in 1987. By 
working with partners, preservation of trail sites and awareness 
of the forced removal of the Cherokee people and other American 
Indian tribes are fostered. You can visit more sites along the Trail 
of Tears National Historic Trail. Learn more at: www.nps.gov/trte
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New Hope Cemetery

Exhibits at the site of the dispersal depot 
at Mrs. Webber’s plantation.
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Exhibits at the site of the dispersal depot 
at Mrs. Webber’s plantation.

Visit a Site on the Trail of Tears

You are invited to visit the place where the Cherokee disbanded 
here in present-day Stilwell. Turn right out of the parking lot and 
proceed north on Highway 59. Turn left at the intersection of 
Highway 59 and Black Jack Street. Turn left onto Cemetery Road. 
The exhibits are located in the cemetery on your right.

Once they arrived in their new homeland, 
Cherokee detachments disbanded at one 
of fi ve disbandment depots, the most 
popular being sites near present-day 
Spavinaw, Westville, and Stilwell. You can 
visit the site of the Stilwell depot—follow 
the directions provided on this exhibit.
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