The “Five Civilized Tribes”
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GRADE LEVEL: 4

SUBJECTS: Social Studies, Language Arts

KEY WORDS: Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, Seminole

	SS4H1 The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in North America. 

a. Locate where the Native American tribes settled with emphasis on Arctic, Northwest, Plateau, Southwest, Plains, and Southeast

ELA4R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a

warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational

texts.

For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to develop

understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that:

     a. Locates facts that answer the reader’s questions.

     c. Identifies and uses knowledge of common graphic features (e.g., charts, maps,

diagrams, illustrations).

     f. Summarizes main ideas and supporting details.

     g. Makes perceptive and well-developed connections.

ELA4LSV2 The student listens to and views various forms of text and media in

order to gather and share information, persuade others, and express and

understand ideas.

When delivering or responding to presentations, the student:

     c. Engages the audience with appropriate verbal cues and eye contact.


BACKGROUND:  A map of the United States looked different when the first Europeans arrived. The land was the same, but it was not divided into states. The Muscogee (Creek), Seminole, Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw and other tribes lived in the Southeast. When the first Europeans arrived, the Cherokees lived in what is now western North Carolina, East Tennessee, and North Georgia. The Creek Confederacy was divided into two groups: the Lower Creeks, who lived along the Ocmulgee, Flint, and Chattahoochee Rivers, and the Upper Creeks, who lived in the Coosa and Tallapoosa River area. Many members of the Creek Confederacy moved to Florida and became known as the Seminoles.

     This lesson will acquaint students with the various Southeastern tribes and help them realize how important rivers were to Native American Civilization.

	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	Show students a wall map of the United States and explain the difference between “then and now.”

1. Divide students into five cooperating learning groups.

2. Assign each group one of the five tribes to research and give them a blank map of the Southeast.

3. Conduct research to fill a fact sheet about each Native tribe

4. On maps of the Southeast, color in the area where their tribe lived in early times

5. Make a list of the rivers that flow through their area

6. Share facts

7. Have each group make an oral presentation about their tribe

8. Arrange fact sheets and maps on bulletin board for additional study, if desired
	· Reference materials or access to internet sites: 

Fivetribes.org

Nativeamericans.com

(find five tribes in alphabetical list at bottom of site)

Answers.com
· Southeastern Indian pictures to color

· Wall map of the United States

· Handout maps of the Southeast

· Bulletin board (not required)

· Paper

· Pencils

· Crayons


EVALUATION: Discussion, activity, teacher observation
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