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Philander Draper (1811-1883) born in Tennessee. Fall of 1815 came to Missouri, settled Lincoln County.  After married lived in Montgomery County, then Pike County in 1845 till died in 1883.

Draper and brother partners in general merchandising, pork packing, lumber milling and real estate…thrived until Civil War.  Spent next twenty years repaying creditors over quarter of million dollars.
Whig, then Radical Republican, served in state legislature one term in 1850.  Supporter of the Union, organized the Pike County Home Guard, chaired Pike County Committee on Safety and at 51 recruited and led a company of infantry.  

Essay:  Moved to Missouri in Territorial days in 1815 – only portion about 20 miles wide running parallel with Mississippi River and few sparse settlements in St. Charles, Lincoln, Warren, Montgomery, Boone and Howard counties north of Missouri and Franklin south of river.  Population north of river not over 2,000.  Indians covered most of Northern and South western Missouri.  Abundant with game.  Indians moved reluctantly, frequent conflicts, they not always aggressers.

Immigration from Kentucky, Tennessee, Carolinas, Virginia and some Yankee states.  Most depended upon hunting to supply families.  Turkeys abundant, shot from doors of “tents” as were no houses.

Usually family arrived with wagon, 3 or 4 horses, camped at bank of some brook to rrest & wash, fire made, tent erected, horses turned loose to feed, went out to hunt for supper.  No grocery stores, no mills.  Camps often at least 10 miles from another human.  Fortunate to have few pounds of corn meal and a little salt, rest relied on hunting.
After collecting supply of meat, moved on unless first spot was to their liking.  Usually had an axe, an auger and sometimes a hand saw. Build 15 or 16 feet square, 8 feet high with roof of boards four feet long, generally six inches wide, split, not sawed.  Only one in 20 owned a cross cut saw, one in five owned an inch (auger).  Raw material not yet grown, no means of transportation from other counties, steam boats not there yet.

What or flour was unknown.  Father drove team 40 miles distant to purchase corn at $1.00/bushel, have ground and haul home…trip over a week.  Did this first year until crop of corn raised. Often lived on wild game and milk

Eventually built a hand mill, pair of lime stone burrs, driven by hand.  His job , sweep the yard, get corn for day and shell it, older members would grind at night.  When corn wasn’t yet dry enough to shell used old coffee boiler, punched with sharp nail, then bent fastened to a board.  Grated corn too hard to cook and not dry enough to shell and grind.  
This was pretty much public property.  Kept running every day but Sunday and every night for two years.  Eventually after two years a horse mill was built within 15 miles where furnished own teams and harness, grind own grain by paying one sixth of it in kind.

No such things as farms.  Country of timer, everything was in state of nature.  Land had to be cleared, fenced, plowed and crops planted.  1,000’s were crowding the frontier. Roads were worn, society was formed, kindred spirits attracted others of own class.  Distinctions of wealth or other circumstances little influence.  Common dependence made distinctions worthless.  Needed physical helpfulness to build anything.  8 or 10 men turn out to help neighbors.  To husk corn, invite all within a radius to attend, everyone able would attend to help.  Wheat grown, same practice.  Each came with his sickle and worked.  Anyone who dared propose to hire help was severely “let alone” and soon moved on.

Plow of the day was known as a bar share.  50 to 60 lb, or with an immense wooden stock, 75 lb., nothing like used now.  Few blacksmiths.  Only farm implements were axe, plow, hoe, harrow and sickle.  Only 1 or 5 had use of harrow made of wood.

Cabins were out of logs with old quilt as a door, stoves unkown.  Fireplace was few broad flat stones leaned up against a wall, beam at top, between wall and beam was placed a flue built over place for fire built of sticks laid in mortar of clay and plastered inside.  Cracks between logs were likewise plastered.  Few had floors of split logs called puncheons.  Only 1 in 10 had opening for a window, glass for windows was unknown.

Process of threshing was a riddle (white oak splits to form a meal sieve, several of meshes of different sizes shaking to separate grain and chaff.  Bare ground about 40 or 50 feet in diameter, tromped with bare feet till firm and smooth.  Grain in the sheef set with heads up all over floor.  Brought horses driven round and round till grain was about sall separated, then shaken out with wooden forks & rakes.  Then winnowing process.  Two men & two or three boys and four horses could do about twenty bushels of grain in a day. Had to be done in warm weather in open sun

Prevalence of slavery gave a prejudice against all Yankee inventions and innovations.  People resisted the introduction of all labor saving machinery as unworthy except clock pedlers.  Mania for gaudily painted clocks..yet a sewing machine would be seen as “too great an indulgence for lazy women’

I did all carpenter work of my house and other buildings, gates etc.  Often seen as suspicious from neighbors as farm gates were seen as indicating pride and aristocratic feeling

Saw utter destitution of 9/10 of people.  Rare to find a farmer who had enough food for his cattle or horse.  Water was not abundant, cisterns weren’t dreamed of, water was hauled often over a mile, some from dirty creek, allowed to stand in a barrel in open sun till consumed…this happened for years.  This remained even though only necessary to sink a hole in ground and wall with loose rocks to have good water as late as 1845.  Fruit that would grow everywhere was not seen, butter & milk were luxuries only a few could afford.

2nd Essay:
Schools were few and far between, usually worse than worthless.  Lots of variety of religious privileges, with occasional earnest and able preachers, but these weren’t popular.  Summer outdoor meetings held, near creek for baptisings.  
Became by necessity own carpenter, shoemaker, sadler, harness maker, ropemaker, bricklayer and mason, plowmaker and sometimes own physician and surgeon.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prior to 1845, no public school in true sense of word.  If schools at all – matter of private contract between an adventurer and some private families.  Schools built of logs, floor usually clay or puncheons, fireplace,windows cut out of logs, covered by paper greased by lard.  Books were old “American Spelling book’, Guthries and Pike’s Arithmetic, the English Reader, the American Preceptor, then Columbian Orator, Scotts Lessons and Murray Grammar
