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 Birds of Prey Program and Prairie Bus Tours at the Preserve 
 

 
 

On May 12th the ever popular Birds of Prey program has returned, presented by naturalist 

Vanessa Avara from the Milford Nature Center.  Live birds are part of the program, which offers 

a unique opportunity to observe these winged predators up close.  There will be two 

presentations, both located in the historic limestone barn.  The first show begins at 10:15 a.m. and 

the second at 11:30 a.m.   Each program lasts approximately 45 minutes, followed by more fun 

after the show. A touch table with “birds on a stick” will be available to discover different bird 

species, examine what they have in common, and see how they are different.    

 

Follow-up the bird programs by exploring bird watching on your own.  There are two short 

nature trails for self-discovery.  For the more adventurous, there are over 41 miles of hiking trails 



 

 
E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

to experience.  All trails are open 24 hours, with some of the best bird watching in the early 

morning and evening hours.   

 
Daily ninety-minute prairie bus tours continue at the preserve. Bus tours run from the last 

Saturday in April through the last Sunday in October. The first bus tour leaves at 11 a.m. with 

additional bus tours made available at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. if staffing and weather conditions allow.  

The bus tour takes visitors 3.2 miles out to a prairie overlook for a 360 degree view of the 

prairie’s intricate system of plants, animals, and the unique vistas found in the Flint Hills. Along 

the way rangers and volunteers discuss the flora, fauna, and geology of the tallgrass prairie, 

American Indians, bison, and the legacy of ranching.   A minimum of two passengers per bus 

tour is required.  Bus tours are first-come, first served, but tour reservations can be made by 

calling the rangers at 620-273-8494, 6099, or 7034. All activities at the preserve are free of charge. 

 

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve is located two miles north of Strong City on Kansas State 

Highway 177 (the Flint Hills National Scenic Byway).  For more information or to make group 

reservations, visit the preserve’s website at www.nps.gov/tapr, email 

tapr_interpretation@nps.gov, or call the preserve at (620) 273-8494 or 7034. 
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