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Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to present the Department of the Interior’s 
testimony regarding H.R. 959, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the 
suitability and feasibility of designating the Medgar Evers House in Jackson, Mississippi, as a 
unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes. 
 
The Department supports H.R. 959.  Priority should be given, however, to the 33 previously 
authorized studies for potential units of the National Park System, potential new National 
Heritage Areas, and potential additions to the National Trails System and National Wild and 
Scenic River System that have not yet been transmitted to Congress. 
 
H.R. 959 would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource study of the 
Medgar Evers House in Jackson, Mississippi, for potential inclusion in the National Park System.  
We estimate that this study will cost approximately $200,000 to $300,000.   Funding for this 
proposed study would need to be allocated from the set amount of funding that Congress 
appropriates for all special resource studies.    
 
Medgar Evers was born in 1925 in Decatur, Mississippi.  He was drafted into the U.S. Army in 
1943, fought in both France and Germany during World War II, and received an honorable 
discharge in 1946.  He met his future wife, Myrlie Beasley, while a student at Alcorn College in 
Lorman, Mississippi.  Eventually, they had three children: Darrell, Reena, and James. 
 
Mr. Evers’ first job following graduation was as an insurance salesman in 1952. He gradually 
became involved in civil rights causes and action through the Regional Council of Negro 
Leadership, a society in Mississippi founded in 1951 to promote a program of civil rights, self-
help, and business ownership. He later worked on behalf of the NAACP by organizing local 
affiliates. 
 
In 1954 Medgar Evers applied for admission to the University of Mississippi Law School but 
was rejected.  He filed a discrimination lawsuit against the university with the aid of his attorney, 
Thurgood Marshall, who later became the first African-American justice on the United States 
Supreme Court.  Even though the lawsuit failed to gain Mr. Evers admittance to the law school, 
he gained quite a bit of national attention and in the same year became state field secretary for 
the NAACP. His activities included recruiting new members, organizing voter-registration 
drives, and leading economic boycotts of companies that practiced discrimination. 
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Ultimately, these activities attracted the attention of those who opposed racial equality and 
desegregation, including those willing to resort to violence to maintain the status quo.  These 
enemies of equal rights began to subject Medgar Evers and his family to threats, intimidation, 
and other forms of violence.  His house was firebombed in May 1963 and he was assassinated by 
a  gunshot in the back in his driveway on June 12, 1963.  Subsequently, he was buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors. 
 
Mrs. Evers and her children continued to live in the house for a year following the murder of her 
husband, but she decided that she could not remain there and moved her family to California.  
Subsequently, she donated the house to Tougaloo College in Tougaloo, Mississippi.  The house 
had deteriorated over the years so the Mississippi Department of Archives and History and 
Tougaloo College decided to restore it as a museum commemorating the life and tragic death of 
one of the icons of the Civil Rights movement in America.  Guided tours of the house are 
available to the public by appointment. 
 
Mr. Chairman, this concludes my statement.  I would be pleased to answer questions that you or 
other members of the committee might have.  
 


