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File name:          721.pdf UNESCO Region    EUROPE & NORTH AMERICA

SITE NAME  ("TITLE")     Carlsbad Caverns National Park

DATE OF INSCRIPTION ("SUBJECT")    9/12/95

STATE PARTY ("AUTHOR")      UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CRITERIA ("KEY WORDS")        N (i)(iii)

DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE:
19th Session
The Committee inscribed the nominated property on the basis of criteria (i) and (iii),
considering that the site is of outstanding universal value with exceptional geological
features, unique reef and rock formations, and containing major cave formations, gypsum
chandelier speleothems, aragonite 'christmas trees' and hydromagnesite balloons. The
Committee also wished to encourage the authorities in their efforts to establish a cave
protection zone to the north of the Park.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
In the state of New Mexico, this karstic network comprises 81 currently recognized caves.
Among this high concentration of caves, outstanding because of their size and the profusion,
diversity and beauty of mineral formations, the Lechuguilla cave stands out, forming an
underground laboratory where geological processes can be studied in a virtually intact setting.

1.b. State, province or region:   Eddy County, State of New Mexico

1.d  Exact location:   Long.104°22’51»W ; 32°10’13»N
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