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CGHESTER |, LONG, Chaaman,

EUGENE HALE, SAMUEL D .McENERY.

FORTER J, MGCUMBER, JAMES P. TALIAFERRC,

ALBERT J. HOPKINS, JOSBEPH C.8, BLAGHBURKN, SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
CHARLES PICK, VOSEPH W, BAILEY.

THOMAS H. CARTER, COMMITTEE ONTHE CENSUS
ROBERT M LA FOLLETYE, WASHINGTON,D . C.

RALPH H_ FAXOI, CLERK

F/i March 3, 1900,

Ey pear Sir:

I_Bhallgabﬁ%ediﬁte‘the“favbr“if you will advise me whether there is
record of a medal granted to John M. Whitehead, chaplain, Fifteenth Indiana
infantry, for bravery at Stone River, Tennsssee, December 31, 1862, for riding

inte fire and carrying eight wounded men off the field.

General F. C. Ainsworth,
The Military Secrstary,
War Department,

d




Asks to be advised as to whether
there is record of a medal granted
to John M, Whitehead, late Chaplain
15th Ind. Inf,, for bravery at
stone River, Tenn,, Dec, 31, 1362,
for riding into fire and carrying
eight wounded men off the field.
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Washington, D.C.

Narch 3, 1906,

Hon.Chester I,Long, U.S5.S.
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 WAR DERPARTMENT,

THE MILITARY, SEBRETARY'S OFFIGE,

TWASHIRDTON

Hon. Chas
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CHESTER |, LONG, OHAIRMAN,

ELUQENE HALE, BAMUEL . MCENERY,
PONTER &, MOCUMBER, JAMES P, TALIAFERRO,
ALBERT . HOPKING, JOBEPH G, 8 BLACKBURN,
CHARLES RIOK, JOSEPH W, BAILEY.
THGHAS M. SARTER

RALPH H. FAXON, CiLEAK,

GoL

Wy pear Sir:

In the case of J. M. Whitehead, chaplain, Fifth Indiana infaniry,

shall appreciate the favor if you will advise me ¢f the

madical history.

Very itruly yours,

—

Gensral F. C. Ainsworth,
The Military Secratary,
War Department,

SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
COMMITTEE ON THE CENSUS
WASHINGTON,D.C.

February 22, 1906.
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South Bend, Indiana, Ociober 25, 1887.

Rev. Joan M. Whiiehend,

Late Chaplain of the 15th Indiana Volunieer: Infaniry.

Topeka, Kansas.

‘covermaent medal, whish is being awarded Tor gallantiry and distinpuished

gervice on'the“béttle fields of the late war.

Yaur r@cord at the Battle of Stone‘s River, December 31si, 1362,

2you 1o th@u diut;nctlon, and the

jI7Know”that,.altHouvh a non~c0ﬂbatant, you accompanied

'thc r@ﬂlman ¢nto action and bore yourself bravely; I know ithat when

1 Was, mortally woundbd by the, flrw of the

“rebel battery in our f%ont you hautened 10 hlm and borP him off ihe
field in your arms,; I Xnow that vou ministered Lo his wanis, received
his last words, and having done 2ll thai could be done, reiurned ib the
reriment. Cwing to‘our a3 poséd position and the ierrivle fire we were

under, it was alinogi iunossible for the ambulances 1o visit us, and
almost equally inmpossible for the sireilcher-bearers to do elfl eclive

aorvice; 50 nuch was 1eft zo Lnd1v1iual effort i

o

wn mﬁn off tho field, and that all ihrourh the desperate fighting in

"-which the 15th held to its place on the left-- losing 139 officers and

m@ﬂ Klllb@ Mnd wounded oul of 440 engaged-- vpu were with us, cheering

R N M R i




_the Living,

guvxngf know Lhatgunt1¢ nldnlght or aftev- you never ceased in your work

\f

“mf mpr y; ana I kmow Lhaz each and @Vrrv survivor of ine regiment is proud

"y

*fovouﬁ snl@ndld oxamvllfl LLOF of Chris tianity.

GO?VlGP Lhat was performed for memberc of ihe

Py

egimeﬁgs; whichvwere in action neor usy; and Col,
snoken 1o me of vour help in the rmost lrying times.

and 40 the

that it

iﬁ”buﬁ a poarkpggsentmant‘cf what I saw and now, but it is irue and

}fcm es ffom m¥“hearL.

w

Paltﬂ;uily your friend and comrnde,

Edwmn Nloqr,

ate;lst Li&uLgnant na“capt&in of Company

ano.‘ Adg utmt ar

o’ V:'leLmhr Infantry.




Bo
(Hubject:

Medsl of ho

- Addross: - Chief of the Rogord

noer.

Pensl _én OfTice.

"t



w
Hubjeoagd

4 m(}_;,mﬁ\i Le

sdal of honor.

wﬁv“,&wﬁd}'_

ARy
R

N

{;«"

el #nd Ponalon Ciftae, War Bnpaﬁmmnt ‘thmgtm; I}

501 991, ™. Q

'mmm’t (D‘i'hm: N

N

a@/az;uzigfsm bity, S

;mﬁuwut

Aprid 4, 1895,

S




[inclosure No. 10.]

Report of-

Chief of Record and Pension Office
on
application for avard of
MEDAL OF HONOR

to

joHN. M. WHITEHEAD,

lete chaplain, 15th Regiment Indigﬁ§

VYolunteers.
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Case of

A?PLICATION FOR A MEDAL OJ HONOR.

-—-—-0 i~ —

Under date of the 14th instant, Hon. Charles Curtis, M. C., transmits papers .

in support of un application for the award of & medal of honer to Rev. John M. White-

head, of Topeka, Kensas, late & chaplain of the above mentioned regiment, for distin-

;gulshed galiantvy at the battle of Stone's River (Murfreesboro), Tennesses, December

o

186 'to Januury a 1805. r. Purt1a raque%ts that after 8 careful cqnsadarat1an
'ﬁf tbe papers & m@dal of honor be aw&rded if possible. The following are pertinent
“exbracts from the statgments submitted in support of the spplication:

1. Letter from Colonal 1. C. B. .Buman, mayor of Valparaiso, Indiana, late of

the 9th Indiana Infantry, dated Novembsr 4, 1897,
i
"I was very severely wounded in the earlj morning of the 31st of December, hav-

_ing been shot through the left arm near the shoulder, and & second ball in my shoulder,

he wound in the arm having severed the artery and I was bleeding very profusely when
this ‘gallant cheplain cume. to me, bandaged my wounds, helped me to mount my horse so
sould return ‘to my regimant, in the 'round forrest' batween the railroad and the
ke where we. held till night., Chuplain Whitehead when he geve me assistance he was
_bleody 65 & butcher from the wounded he had cared for before he came. to my assis-
qnca* He sgemed . ‘to be & ministering angel amoung the wounded of all commands, Yank
and Johney alike. ~He seemsd to think nothing about the danger'hé was in by going from
'place to pluc leoklng after the wounded, caring for all the deuad, dirvecting snd as~
r I.served . in the arny for the preservation of the Union from
;contact with many chaniains in my long service, and can
: Whltehead;ﬁloth Regt. Ind. Vol. Infty. was the most worthy
, in“that ever came under;my notlaa. In camp on the . mareh, and especially his
éﬁuct on che bat ' i - Y a0 iver, Dec, 31 186? : Abelleve the Wation owes
edal for eroism, energy"ané'fuithful services ;
wxahout hone ef promotxon as ouher OffICGPSHOf he.line. . In'my own old Regt. I al-
wiys pvomoted mnrztcrlous soldlers who earned 1t‘6h the battlefaeld.“

e £ e

2 Letter from Fdw1n char, 1ute 15& lleutenunt and aéwutant and captain of

_ ompany H, 15th Indzana VolunSPers, dated South Bend Indiana, October 28, 1897, ad-

ased~tc;Mrﬂ Whitehe&d:
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"T have learned with muecl

_ 1 satisfuction that many of the survivers of the 15th
Ind, Vols. are urging

your clsims to the Government medal which is being awarded for
‘gallantry and distinguished service on the battlefields of the late war.
"Your record at the battle of Stone's River, Decr. 31, 1862, tc Jan. 2, 1863,

richly entitles you to this distinction, and the government wiil honor itself in hon-
oring you. '

s“Adju%gppﬁof the regiment at the time, I was in a position to know much
now that although & noncombatant you sceompanied:the.regiment”into™"
our part manfully T know that when Capt. Templeton of Company D was
the“firo of he rebel battery in-our. front you hastened to.him. and
_ ieldiin your arms. I know that you ministered to his wants, received
last words, and having done all thal could be dong returned to the regiment.
; “”Owing'ta our: exposed position and the terrible fire we were under it was impossi-~
-_-ble‘for"thg'ambulances to visit us and almost equally impossible for tha stretcher
bearers to ‘do effective service so that much was left to individual effort. You me-
cepted the chances of life and death with rare courage and never {altered in the least.
"I know that you carried & number of enlisted men off the field and thut all.
thraugh the desperaute fighting in which the 15th Ind. held to its place on the left,
losing 189 officers and men killed und wounded, out of 440 engaged, you were with us
cheering the living, caring for the wounded and recaiving the last messages of the
dying. I know that until midright or after of the first days battle you never ceased
in your work of merey and I know that each and every survivor of the regiment was and
1s proud of your splendid exemplification of practical christianity. T heard of similar
service that you performed for members of the 9th and 40th Ind. regiments which were in
action nesr us, and Col, Suman of the 9th has spoken to me of your halp in the most
glowing .terms,
"The medal ought to be awarded to you without hesitation, and if the facts are
propacrly presented I am sure it will be. Do not hesitate to use this letter if you -
think it-will be of benefit. I am conscious that it is but a poor presentment of
what T saw and know, but it is teus and comes from my heart,"

H

3.

Letter from B. M. Burns, late of Company G, 15th Indiens Volunteers, and
acting hosﬁital steward, dated Valparaiso, In&iana; November 23, 1897,

"The Fifteenth Indiana Regiment went into this sngagement with four hundred and

forty men, rank and file, and during the day's engagement, lost two hundred urd two
men, killed snd wounded, It made three succassive charges and captured more men than
Cwere in its own conmand. _
. "At all times and under all circumstances, Chaplain John M. Whitehead wus with
ha'cemmand;during the ‘day and removed the wounded from the field of battle. He being
large” and robust man, would take & wounded man up in his arms or on his shoulders
l.alone, ‘carry’'him from the field. He foliowed up the regiment in each charge and
arried bac ~with him the wounded man nearest the enemy's lins.

*1 will enumerate 2 few of the many he removed from the field of battle: Captain
Templeton, Christian Board, John Long and Calvin R. Zener. These men were carried from
the ‘extreme advance point of the Regiment's charge to the front. Christian Board was ;
.shot through the leg and body. John Long had one leg nearly shot off and took his pocket
‘knife and severed it entirely and left the foot on the hattlefield. ;
A "Toward night, on the 31st, I wus ordered by the commending officsr to go with :
Surgeon Youart to the field hospital and assist the Hospital stoward in caring for the f

wounded, and I have personsl knowledge of the unreserved and untiring work of Chaplain

~Whitehead, throughout the night, in bringing into the hospital, from the front, wounded

~men. For three days and three nights, without ceasing and scarcely any sleep, he con-
tinued to sdminister to the wants of the wounded and to help with shovel in hand to

bury the dead at the hospital.

' "For these worthy efforts on his part, in that noted battle, T can and do, heraoby

:cheerfully recommend Chaplein John M. Whitehead worthy of a badge of honor: and do hereby

petition the authority that can so gward, to permit the old chaplain to be the recip-
ient of such Honors."
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4. Letter from Hulbert Pullum, late of Company C, 15th Indiana Volunteers, dated
~La Porte, Indiana, October 30, 1897, addressed to Mr. Whitehead:

"During the fighting on the 3ist Dec. 62 my time snd attention was fully occupied
by the enemy and I dont now remember seeing you at the f{ront during the day, but after
the fighting ceased that evening I visited the wounded of the 15th at the hospital and
ln taiklng;w1th tham, and espec;ally tiwe boys of Company , they all spoke of the dar-
1 us wounded’on®the 270t “Jan., 1863, 1 know
LT alsoi know! I‘woulé have fared badly but for you. I also
_sted in’ carrying Corporal C. R. Zenar of 'G' from the front about the time
I'was taken to. ‘the rear and gave him every attention till he died. I know you exposed
“your life to aid the wounded to rear and your health in nursing and caring for themn,
and I know you were everywhere, ragardless of personul denger, where aid was to be
given, or suffering to be aleviated and I know at all times you was a christian gentle-
man, & medel soldier, and a true hero, entitled to, and receiving, the love und grati~
tude of every man, in our command who was wounded on that time." .

G.Letter, not dated, from John M. Comparet, of Blanco, Texas, late lieutenant col~-

onel, 15th Tndisna Volunteers:

"I respectfully ask that our Congress in session give recopnition to our comrade
J. M. Wnitehead, Chaplain of 15th Reg. Ind. Infty,, for deeds of gallantry and merit,
in giving sid and comfort to those who were wounded dying and dead comrades upon the
battlefield at Stone River - Missionary Ridge - the 1st on Dec. 31st, 1862; and Jan. 2
- 1863, He bound up their wounds and looked after those not of our Reg. but took great
1nterest in all, and to see that there were none missing and to supply their wants,
'even to a cup of water.'

"For service so needful and gallantey done, which I recognize worthy of a marked
diatinction, respectfully ask that a medal of honor be awarded him, 'J. M. Whitehead'
in vccognltion of these meritorious deeds of valor upon these battlefields, in our
Country's darkest hours. All of which I mest respectfully submit for your kind and
deliberate consideration and approval.”

1

6. Letter from L. J. Bryant, lute of Company G, 15th Indiana Volunteers, dated

La Porte, Indiana, Cctober 29, 1897.

o "I was on detached service and not with the Regiment at the battle of Stone's

‘. River, Tenn., on Dac. 3lst, 1862, and Jan. 2d, 1863, but joined the regiment on the
.3d.or 4th of Jan., 1863, and on every hand 1 hcard tha heroism of the Chaplain spoken
“of and talked sbout. .
i "The. men said no one was wounded, and needing aid, so far to the front for the
"Chaplaln not to go to his assistance, and I know his courage and forgetfulness of self
n thoseitrying days made hzm the most popular chaplain with his regiment in the Army
of ‘the Cumberland.
’ " "The comrades of the regiment told me that after the severe fipghting of the 3lst
the chaplain’s clothing was covered with blood from carrying off{ from the field the
“wounded. They a&ll pronounced him a hero."

7. Letter from R. H. Maxwell, late of Company G, 15th Indiana Yolunteers, dated

- La Porte, Indians, November 8, 1897.

"Wiell do I remember our brave Chaplain J.M.Whitehead, and I also well remember his
bravery in caring and lcoking after our wounded comrades during the three days battle
at Stone River, Tenn. 1 can say thuthfully his gallaniry was remarkable.”
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8. Statement of Rev. John M. Whitehead, a chaplain, 15th Indiana Volunteers,

dated Topeka, Kansas, Decamber 1, 1897

"Orders came to our Col. G. A. Wood, to hold that point at all hazards: that
meant to simply fight till you die on that fisld op conquer. When he preceived this
ordar, he called 'attention', went through the manual of arms, then fixed bayonets,

; the enemy co & brigadae sirong, ordered double-quick echarged Jackson's Bri~
ba SR :
hey. came bac withthe"add{tiona1l " reenforsament of anothep
1oody hands and hospitable graves' and driven back with
‘ ‘ it 8till: they came back - Jackson's, Adam's, and Preston's Brigades.
Again the: third. charge was made. Our regiment bringing back a greater number of men as
pelisoners . then' there were menin our entire comuand, when we went into battle; but this
‘bravery was at the loss of scores of men killed and wounded. Captain Templeton, that
“noble officsr, f21l mortally wounded; 1 carried back the Gaptain to the rear and sat
“- by him at his request and that of Surgeon Youart uniil he breathed his last; 1 copied
i his last message and sent 11t .to’ "hisi. home in Lafayette, Indisna. Here the gallant
Captain of Company G, Joel W. Foster, my next door neighbor at home, fell mortally
wounded by shell from that Confederats Battery, with his leg mangled above tha knes.
The swmme ball ;ficocheted and killed Corporal Douglas of the same company and still
further on killed anothse man.
"Hers that dauntless Colonel of the 9th regiment of the Indiena Volunteers, Gol.
I. C. B, Suman, was twice shot, one ball severing ths artery in the arm. When he rode
from the field, bleeding his life away, I met him, bound up his wounds, and helped
him on his horse; with one foot filled with blood he rode back on the field, took his
command and held his position at 'Round Forest'. Here Lieutenant Colonel Neff of the
40th Indiana was shot in the arm and laft the field bleeding. Here Corporal Logan,
.Company B, fell helpless. Here Christian Board, Company G, fell shot in the arm, in
vthe deg, and through the breast. Here John Long fell with his leg nearly blown ofi
by, a-shell; he took out his knife, out off the remaining parts, and lay the foot
.as&d¢ the stump by which he sat. Herse gaptain John M. Smith of my home town, was
shot. Here George Brown fell deud, of my town. Here John Vannote, another townsman,
fell shot through the right lung, but pulled through. Here Hulbert Fullum was wounded.
Here Corporal Calvin H. Zener, my fallow townsman; we carried him off the field and
he wus surrounded by his commanding officers and comrades. &s we all knelt round him
and offered up our united prayers, he talked to all his comrades like a true christian
and then said, “Now, boys, let us all sing once more together', and he struck up his
. favorite hymn, '0, sing to me of heaven.'
o "In the thres charges mada, our regimsnt lost men killed and wounded who fell
two hundred and fifty yards in advance of the lins of battle; brave fellows, but it
©ost something to check that on-tide of Kentucky's brave Confederates under their
proud leader; Breckenridga. '
o "Allow me to say that T was constantly with my regiment during that terrble day,
rying ‘the wounded off the field, caring for the dying, whenever they came under: my
otice, My regiment kept this position during the whole days' battle. We lost avary
lternate man, killed or wounded, losing over two hundred; the 9th Indiana Regiment,
Colonel  Suman in command, lost one hundred and sixty men killed and wounded; the 40th
Indiana Regiment, Colonel Rlake in commund, lost about the same.  Other regiments
marched end colnter~maréhed ‘over this 8amd’field, us ordared.
7 "Most lof those whose names I mentionsd, I carried off the field or bound up their
wounds, and to soms I did both and T can truthfully say I helped scores of others
whose names T cannot now .gall to mind.
' "After night-fs11 when all wus quiet along our front lines, an order came to
Cwy Burgeon Youart to move the wounded from the field hospital to the genaral hospital,
which was in a large brick house two milas back to Steuart's Creek. Part of this time
I was assisted by Assistant Hospital Steward B. M. Burns; when he was ordered to the
big brick hospital I was lelt alone to get the wounded into the ambulances. Most of
them who could not walk T carried on my shoulder.
- "About two o'clock I placed the last man in the ambulunce who was in the fieid
hospital carried to the general hospital; when I went to my horse I did not find my
blankets, haversack, or cantesn; so I laid down under & porch of a deserted house but

it was too cold to sleep and T mounted my horse., 1 rode an hour found my regiment

They wera met at.the crest. oflihe s
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-

e}diﬁg” the hotly contested ground in whose defence so many hrave men had fallen the
T sat down with myv mess-mutes and ate :ha first food for twenty-four
“"Phis brief and imperfsct sketeh is respectfully submitted to the Congress of

e United States for its candid consideration, by one who was a non- ~gombatant, and
ad no llne of hope for promotion in government service by Army Regulations."”

thtahaad:was anrcllsd July 15, 1862, at Westylile,

ST

;;‘ﬁ-fhé'fagiméht anﬁuﬁoﬁorabiy Aischarged the service as chaplain, June 25, 1864, at
ilnéianapolis, Indiana. During the period of his service the rolls show him present,
Vﬁ$§9Pt the roll dated December 31, 1863, which shows him absent at Chattanooga, Tenn-
fa%sag, in chabge.of sickxanﬁ Qonndﬁd. No officinl mention has been found of his per-
sonal conduct'éﬁ the battle of Stene's River.

The regiment was in action at Stone's River, Tennesses, f{rom Decamber 31, 1862,
fza sanuary 3, 1865' It appears from the records that the petitianers were members of
th@ arganlzuﬁlans allaged and held tha ranks btahad and all are shown to have been
wﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ on - the dates mantioned excmpt ‘Robert H. Maxwell, whﬁ was absent sick. The
rgmar&s show &h&t_Calonel Sumen, 9th Indiana Velgnteers, Christian Board, and John D.
Long wers wounded in said battle, and that Captain Robert J. Templeton was killed Decem-

ber 31, 1862, and Corporal Calvin R. Zener was killed January 2, 1863,

GColonel, U. 5. Army,

: Chisf, Record and Pension Office.
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