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passed to the right of the highway and oceupied a hill, upon which was
a log-house, giving them a good fighting position. The Second Ken-
tucky Cavalry, Captain Craddock, about 50 strong, was then sent to the
left and front to feel the enemy, and at once becane engaged.  The right
wing of the I'irst Wisconsin wus rallied on the right, and placed in rear
of the first section of ariillery, which was then upon the hill oceupied
by the Twenty-first Wisconsin, opening with shell. The Seventy-ninth
Pennsylvania was placed in rear of the left wing of the Iirst Wiscon-
sin, which was skirmishing to the frout.  One section of artillery opened
upon the enemy in front as between my infantry on the right and left.

The engagement at this time hecame general, as between the enemy
and the First and Twenty-first Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and two
sections of the First Kentucky Battery, the enemy acting principally
on foot, supported by two field howitzers. The enemy was, however,
finally repulsed, and left the field after severe fighting, the engagement
lasting two hours and ten minutes, the brigade following 14 miles, when,
deeming my rear un-afe, I ordered the command to retire, and went into
camp on the north side of Stone’s River, near Jetferson. .

The enemy’s force, as uear as could be ascertained, was some 3,500
strong; strength of my force was about 1,700. The enemy’s loss in
killed, as learned from prisoners taken since the fight, was 83. Their
loss in wounded must have been very severe; but as the wounded and
dead were carried away mostly by the cavalry upon their horses, it is
impossible to give their loss with certainty. Eight prisoners were taken
and paroled, two of whom were mortally wounded. A lieutenant-colonel
of Wheeler’s brigade was also mortally wounded.

Casualties upon our side were‘as per recapitulation, the chief part of
the loss being convalescents, who were with the train when attacked.
Twenty wagons from the rear of the train were taken and destroyed by
fire, with the contents thereof, consisting ot camp and garrison equipage,
officers’ and men’s clothing, &e.

The troops under my command acted with great coolness and bravery;
no flinching, no running, but the utmost coolness shown by zll, adding
another creditable mark to the old Twenty-cighth Brigade.

Staff officers and orderlies carried orders fearlessly to different parts
of the field, entitling them to great credit and to my thanks.
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The missing are prisoners taken with train, most of them being con-
valescents, and will undoubtedly be paroled.
Yours, respectfully,
JOUN C. STARKWEATHER,
Colonel First Wisconsin Vols., Comdg. Twenty-eighth Brigade.
Capt. M. C. TAYLOR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Division.
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HEADQUARTERS TWENTY EIGHTH BRIGADE,
Camp near Murfrecsborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report that, on the 31st ultimo, the Twenty-
eighth Brigade left Jefferson, in accordance with orders, and reported
at 5 p. m. for duty, bringing in one field howitzer belonging to the Fifth
Wisconsin Battery, and some 250 cavalry of different regiments, as also
many stragglers from infantry regiments that were tound on the Jefferson
and La Vergne pike and roads adjacent thereto, who had participated
in the fight in front of Murfreesborough that day or the day previous.

On the 1st instant the brigade was maneuvered, changing positions,
fronts, &c.; going into camp, formed in line, with battalions doubled o
the center, the left resting on the Nashville and Murtreesborou gh pike,
right on the left of General Johnson’s troops. The following morning
the brigade was ordered by General Rousseau to deploy into line and
advance to the front to the support of our batteries, then in action. The
change of position was made, and the gallant Twenty-eighth Brigade
moved to the front to give such support, with unflinching courage, amid
a most tremendous rebel fire of solid shot and shell, and remained in
such supporting position until another change was made, when it was
sent to the extreme front, and ordered to hold the sam:, which post it
occupied the 2d, 3d, and 4th, changing position from time to time, as
the nature of circumstances seemed to require, supporting batteries,
pioneer corps, &c., in digging trenches ; and although not brought into
place where its own fire could be made to tell effectively, yet, from the
duties performed by it, under the continued and severe fire of shot
and shell of the enemy, it is entitled to all praise. Casualties as per
recapitulation.

Yours, respectfully,
JOHN O. STARKWEATHER,
Colonel First Wisconsin, Comdg. Twenty-eighth Brigade.
Capt. M. C. TAYLOR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Division.

Recapitulation of casualties.

Command.

No. 72.

Eeports of Lieut. Col. Oliver L. Shepiierd, Highteenth U. S. Infantry, com-
manding Fourth (Regular) Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE U. S. REGULAR TROOPE,
THIRD DIV. (ROUSSEAU’S), CENTER, 14TH ARMY CORPs,
Camp at Murfreesborough, Tenn., Jan uary 10, 1863.
SIRr : T have the honor, respectfully, to report the operations of this
brigade, under my orders, during the recent five days’ battle before this
place.
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The brigade, on going into action, consisted of the First Battalion
Fifteenth U. 8. Infantry, comprising 16 officers and 304 enlisted men for
duty, Major King commanding; the First Battalion Sixteenth U. S.
Infantry, and Company B, Second Battalion, same regiment, attached,
comprising 15 officers and 293 enlisted men, Major Slemmer command-
ing; Battery H, Fifth U. S. Artillery, comprising 3 officers and 120
enlisted men for duty, Captain Guenther commanding; the First Bat.
talion Eighteenth U. S. Infantry, and Companies A and D, Third Bat.
talion same regiment, attached, comprising 16 officers and 272 enlisted
men, Major Caldwell commanding; the Second Battalion Eighteenth
U. 5. Infantry, and Companies B, C, E, and F, Third Battalion same
regiment, attached, comprising 16 officers and 298 enlisted men, Major
Townsend commanding ; six companies, A, B, C, D, E, and T, First
Battalion Nineteenth U. 8. Infantry, comprising 10 officers and 198 en-
listed men, Major Carpenter commanding ; making a total of 77 officers
and 1,485 enlisted men, not including the staff officers and the com-
manding officer of the brigade, 4 in number, and 1 acting sergeant-
major (Commissary-Sergeant Gill, Third Battalion).

The balance of the brigade, including the sick, were left behind to
guard the brigade and battalion trains, where they did good service,
under their respective battalion quartermasters, in repelling the attacks
of the enemy’s cavalry, saving thereby the entire trains of the brigade.
The musicians were under the orders of the various surgeons.

The brigade, thus constituted and in the order enumerated, went first
into action under your eye and general supervision at about 9.30 a. m.
December 31, 1862, forming line in the dense cedar forest to the right
of the turnpike and railroad, with desfrgn of succoring the right wing of
the army, under Major-General McCook. ~After being placed partially,
in quick time, in positicn and line, the rebel enemy attacked briskly the
two battalions (Fiftcenth and Sixteenth) on the right of the battery.
On observing that the battery and the three battalions to the left were
separated from, and not in view of, these two battalions, I sent my act-
ing assistant adjutant-general, Lieutenant Sutherland, with orders to
Major King to take the command on the right, while I proceeded toward
the center and left of the brigade to bring them into this contest, which
was shortly terminated by the Fifteenth and Sixteenth being forced to
retire with considerable loss ; not, however, without having checked the
advance of the enemy, who soon succeeded in possessing the flank by
their long extended line, and having at first been deceived by the en-
emy, who advanced dressed in American uniform, and without firing
till within a short distance, supported by a heavy line behind. (See
official report of Capt. J. Fulmer, commanding First Battalion Tif-
teenth Infantry.)

A regiment, believed to be the Sixth Ohio Volunteers, withstood the
fire of the enemy along with these two battalions.

On arriving on the left of the brigade, I found that the ba ttery had
fortunately received your orders toretire by the same narrow cut in the
cedar forest by which the brigade first entered. The three battalions
of the Fighteenth and Nineteenth were directed to accompany this move-
ment just in time to save the battery from capture, and under fire of the
advancing enemy.

In this first conflict in the cedar forest, Captain Bell, of the Fifteenth,
was killed, and Captain York and Lieutenant Occleston, Fifteentl, se-
verely wounded, and also about 8 enlisted men were killed and 42
wounded.

After emerging from the cedar forest, the hattalions of the brigado
drew up in their proper positions to the right and left of the battery,
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which had taken position, from which, by its effective fire, the advancing
lines of the enemy were driven back and dispersed from view in the
forest.

While waiting in this position, the enemy’s batteries to the front,
along the turnpike and railroad, were throwing shot and shell upon our
ground, by which Captain Dennison, Second Battalion, Eighteenth, lost
his leg, and the heroic first sergeant, George I'. White, of Company F,
Third Battalion, his life. Other men of the brigade were also killed
and wounded.

At about 12 m. the brigade, including the battery, was again directed
to advance to thefrontalong the railroad and turupike, and, after reach-
ing the farther side of the open ground, was suddenly directed to the
right, to enter again the cedar forest, to sustain the troops which were
receding, exhausted of ammunition. This movement was made in pur-
snance of orders directly from yourself and Major-General Thomas.
The brigade being halted just along the edge of the forest, the battery
was ordered to reiake the former slightly elevated site near the railroad.

The brigade, having the battalion of the Nineteenth shifted, at the
request of its commanding officer, Major Carpenter, from extreme left
to position in line between the battalions of the Fifteenth and Six-
teenth, was projected about 50 yards into the dense cedar forest toward
the cuemy, and, after allowing our retiring regiments to pass through
the lines to the rear, the fire was opened in return to that of the pur-
suing enemy. The excellence of the firing by file by all the battalions
of the brigade could not be excelled, and was terrifying and destructive
to the enemy, who were brought to a stand for about twenty minutes.

During this stubborn combat most of our losses in killed and wounded
took place; Major Slemmer, commanding Sixteenth, wounded at its com-
mencement. The enemy’s lines extending, however, beyond both flanks
of the brigade, enabled them to pour an incessant fire from three direc-
tions—the front, left, and right flanks; and the brigade being unsup-
ported by any other forces on either flank, and having secured the re-
quired time for the receding regiments to reform, I thought it proper to
order a retreat, which was probably quite long enough deferred.

Just after the order to retreat was given, a regiment came up in line
in the open field on the extreme right of the brigade, butits fire, though
brisk, came too late, and was unavailing against so large a force as filled
the forest, three lines being discernible.

It is proper here to remark that, notwithstanding the loss in the bri-
gade had been nearly half its strength, the battalions evidently gave
ground with reluctance, probably not having looked to such result, and
being too much engaged to know the full extent of their losses. The
retreat of the brigade across the open field was done handsomely, and
with as much order as was desirable, having in view to prevent further
loss of life. On this retreat Major King, commanding the TFifteenth,
and Captain Douglass, acting field officer of the First Battalion Eight-
centh Infantry, were wounded, causing them both to retire to the
hospital.

The brigade was at this time reformed in line pear the railroad, in
proper place, to theright and left of the battery, as directed in previous
orders, for the formation in line of battle, and in this position it remained
the balance of the day and during the following night, within reach of
the enemy’s cannon.

In this last terrific combat in the cedar forest many brave men and
officers perished ; 4 officers killed and 18 wounded, aud 78 enlisted mep
killed and 430 enlisted men wounded, exclusive of the missing.
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At the moment of retreating o few steps, the brave and gallant Major
Carpenter, commanding the Nineteenth Infantry, fell from his horse
with six mortal wounds, regretted by all who knew him. The left wing
of the brigade, First and Second Battalions Eighteenth Infantry, was,
during the remainder of the battle, committed mostly to Major Town-
send, the right wing, deprived of its field officers, requiring, as I thought,
more of my attention.

About the middle of the afternoon an extended line of men was dis-
covered far to our front, advancing with our national colors, and, haviug
passed over a slight rise, descended into a corresponding depression,
partially concealing them, when & white flag with a dark ball in its ccu
ter was substituted, after which they unfurled the rebel flag; whereupon
Captain Guenther directed the fire of his battery, causing the line to
break in double-quick time to their left flank and disappear into the
cedar forest.

Though oceasionally visited by the enemy’s shot, but little heed was
given to it, and thus closed the action of the brigade the first day, being
the last of the year, December 31,1862. During the night our wounded
were gathered together, as far as the enemy’s pickets would permit.

A short time before daybreak of New Year’s day the brigade retired,
according to orders, to a point in the rear of the commanding general’s
headquarters, to meet an attack on ourright. Some shiftings of position
took place until about 2 p. m., when it marched toward Stewarts Creek,
and on arriving near there it was ordered back in double-quick time,
which being executed, and night coming on, the brigade bivouacked
on the left of the roadway and near the commanding general’s head-
quarters. s

On the third day (the 2d instant) the brigade marched, before break-
fasting, to the front to meet the enemy’s attack, and we retained this
position during the day and following night, the battery assisting to
silence the enemy’s hatteries and effect the vepulse of the enemy in their
attack on the left wing ot the army, under General Crittenden, in the
afternoon.

On the 3d instant (the fourth day) the brigade and battery moved
forward to the standpoint of the first day, December 31, 1862, where
slight epaulements were thrown up, principally by the men of the bri-
gade, and encamped withiu them, though rendered almost untenable
by heavy rains, which filled them partially with water and made the
adjoining grounds miry. As this day closed, and at dark, a severe
attack was made by some portion of the division upon the enemy in

front, which resulted iu gaining possession of the enemy’s first line of
breastworks for a time, and subsequently abandoning them, owing to
exhausted ammunition.

On the 4th instant I reported, at 7.30 a. m., that the enemy had evae-
uated our front. The brigade held the same position, employing the
day and following night in the sad duty of collecting our dead, who
were interred with military honors justin front of our intrenchments,
and on the standpoint of the brigade and battery, maintained from the
first to the last day’s conflict.

The heavy rains of the 2d and 3d instant covered this position and
the trenches with mud aund water, in which the whole brigade had to
stand or recline while seeking to obtain a little rest. Not a murmaur
escaped the Jip in all this trying and painful as well as arduous and
dangerous service. On the contrary, cheerfuluess and alacrity were
evident on their countenances, and tlis while subsistence was 5o scarce
as to force a consumption of horses killed in the battle.
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List of tommissioned officers killed and wounded.
HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE U. S. REGULAR TROOPS,

THIRD DIVISION, CENTER, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
January 10, 1863.

'K'i(le(?:‘—M;yj. S. D. Carpenter, Nineteenth Infantry; Capt. William W,
Wise, Fifteenth Infantry; Capt. J. B. Bell, Fifteenth Infantry; Capt.

Charles L. Kneass, I'irst Battalion Eighteenth Infantry; Secoud Lieut.
J. I'. Hitchcock, Second Battalion Eighteenth Infantry.

Wounded.—Maj. John H. King, Fifteenth Infantry; Maj. A. J. Slem-
mer, Sixteenth Infantry, severely; Capt. Joseph S. York, Fifteenth
[nfantry, slightly ; Capt. Robert P. Barry, Sixteenth Infantry, severely ;
Capt. John C. King, Sixteenth Infantry, severely; Capt. Newton L.
Dykeman, Sixteenth Infantry, slightly; Capt. Henry Douglass, First
Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, slightly ; Capt. D. L. Wood, First Bat-
talion Eighteenth Infantry, slightly ; Capt. R. B. Hull, First Battalion
Eighteenth Infantry, severely ; Capt. Charles E. Dennison, Second Bat-
talion Eighteenth Infantry, severely; Capt. A. B. Thompson, Second
Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, severely; Capt. Henry Haymond, Third
Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, slightly ; First Lieut. W. B. Occleston,
Fifteenth Infantry, severely; First Lieut. W.H. Bartholomew, Sixteenth
Infantry, severely ; First Lieut. John Power, adjutant Sixteenth In-
fantry, severely ; First Lieut. James C. Howland, Sixteenth Infantry,
slightly; First Lieut. Joseph McConnell, First Battalion Bighteenth
Infantry, severely; First Lieut. Morgan L. Ogden, Second Battalion
Eighteenth Infantry, severely; First Lieut. James Simons, Second Bat-
talion Eighteenth Infantry, severely ; Second Lieut. G. S. Carpenter
First Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, severely; Second Lieut. John If
Adair, First Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, slightly.

) O. L. SHEPHERD,
Lieut. Col. Highteenth Infantry, U. S. Army, Comdg. Brigade.

Consolidated report of casualties in brigade U. S. regular troops, Third Division, Center,
Fourteenth Army Corps, in the five days’ baltles before Muifreesborough, Tenn., commenc-
tng December 31, 1862, and ending January 4, 1863.*
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" But see revised statement, p. 210.
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HpQRrs. FourTH BRIG., FIRgT DIV, 1417H ARMY CORPS,
Camp at Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 18, 1863.

Sir: I desire respectfully to state that, owing in part to Capt. H.
Douglass, First Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, not being a commander
during the recent battle, I have forgotten him in my reports ; therefore
I desire respectfully to give an outline of his service.

He was commander of the First Battalion from its organization, in
the fall of 1861, and continued so through all the trying campaign of
Mill Springs, up to May 26, 1862, just before entering Corinth, and has
ever since been acting field officer.

In the performance of said duty he was distinguished in the battle of
Perryville, and wounded in the great battle of Stone’s River, during the
heavy conflict in the cedars, on December 31, 1362.

Having his wound dressed, and with his arm in a sling, he reported
for duty as the brigade moved to the front, January 2, but was directed
shortly after to go again to the hospital.

He has always been brave and zealous, and is again in command of
his battalion, which owes much of its instruction to him. Ihope it may
not be too late to have justice done him.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. L. SHEPHERD,
Colonel, U. S. Army, Commanding Brigade.

Col. C. GODDARD,

Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Chief of Staff, Dept. of the Cumberland.

No. 73.
Report of Capt. Jesse Fulmer, Fifteenth U. S. Infantry.

HpQRS. FIRST BATT. FIFTEENTH U. S. INFANTRY,
Camp at Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, 1863.

Ste: I have the honor to report that, on the morning of December
31, 1862, the First Battalion Fifteenth U. S, Infantry, comprising eight
compauies, entered into action before Murfreesborough, Tenn., under
the command of Maj. John H. King.

The number of enlisted men present and entering into action was
304; Lieutenant Ogilby, battalion adjutant, and the following company
ofiicers, to wit, Captains Fulmer, Wise, Bell, Keteltas, aud York, and
Licutenants Jewett, Wikoft, Woodward, Uccleston, King, Semple, Gal:
loway, and Gray, were present and participated in the engagement.

The aggregate strength of the battalion on entering into action was
319, officers and men.

This battalion, with the others ot the brigade of regulars, commanded
by Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd, Bighteenth U. S. Infantry, advanced
several hundred yards into a dense forest of cedars, about 9 o’clock on
the morning of the 31st ultimo, to engage the enemy. The Tifteenth,
with the [First Battalion of the Sixteenth Infantry on the left, were
moved a short distance from the other battalions of the brigade and
formed in line of battle. Captain Keteltas’ company was immediately
ordered forward as skirmishers, and, as such, advanced them some 460
yards beyond our line. He had been enticed thus to advance by the
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SECOND DIVIBION.

Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. L. E. POLK.

18t Arkansas, Col. John W. Colquitt.
13th Arkansas.
16th Arkansas.

5th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

2d Tennessee, Col. W. . Robison.

5th Tennessee, Col. B. J. Hill.

Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lieut.T. J. Key.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 81, JouN R. LIDDELL.
94 Arkansas, Col. D. C. Govan.
5th Arkansas, Licut. Col. John E. Murray.

Col. 8. G. Smith.
(7521‘; ﬁi]l;:.g:g:; Lieut. Col, F. J. Cameron.

Maj. W. F. Douglass.
8th Arkansas:

Col. John H. Kelly.
Lieut. Col. G. F. Baucum.
Swett’s (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. .
Shannon.

McCowN’8

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busnrop R. JOHNSON.

17th Tennessee :

Col. A. 8. Marks.

Liout. Col. W. W. Floyd.
93d Tennesseo, Liout. Col. R. I, Keeble
26th Tennessee :

Col. J. M. Hughs.

Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis.
37th Toennessee:

Col. M. White.

Maj. J. T. McReynolds.

Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennessee, Col. John 8. Fulton.
Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery, Capt. Put.

Darden.

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. Woob.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
334 Alabama, Col. Samuel Adama.
3d Confederate, Maj. J. F. Cameron.
45th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. Charlton.
15th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. A. T, Hawkins.
Alabama Battery, Capt. Honry C. Semple.

D1vIBION."

Maj. Gen. J. P. McCownN.

First Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. ECTOR.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke.
11th Texas Cavalry:

Col. J. C. Burks.

Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp..
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Andrews.
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JamEs E. RAINS.
Col. R. B. VANCE.

3d Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. A.
Stovall.

9th Georgia Battalion,
Smith.

99th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vance.

11th Tennessee :
Col. G. W. Gordon.
Lieut. Col. William

Eufaula (Ala.) Light Artillery,

A. McDulffie.

Maj. Joseph T.

Thedford.

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. EVANDER MCNAIR.
Col. R. W. HARPER.

Lieut. W.

Crap. XXXII.)

Wheeler's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. JoSEPH WIEELER.

1st Alabama, Col. W. W,
3d Alabama s S
éhzj.t 1':1.‘ YI.{Gznines.
apt. T. H. M. i
Hlst Alabé)ma: auldin.
Col. John T. Morgan.
) Lieut. Col. J. D. Webb.
8th (,‘oufedcmte, Col. W. B. Wade.
1st "lenuessce, Col. James E. Carter.
— Tennessee Battalion,
Douglass.

Holman.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. IL. Wiggins,

Buford’s Brigade.
Brig. Gen. A. BUFORD.
2 By oo 5%
6th Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigsby.
Pegram’s Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JOEN PEGRAM.

1st Georgia.
18t Louisiana.
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DeWitt C.

— Tennesseo Battalion, Maj. D. W,

Reports of General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army,
Tennessce, with congratulatory orders, de.
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CAVALRY.*

Brig. Gen. JosErH WHEELER.

W harton’s B-igade.
Brig. Gen. JouN A. WHARTON.

L4th Alabama Battalion, Li >
o Ci‘l\lulonc. yLiout. Col. James
8t Coufederate, Col. John T. C
3d Confederate, Li Willia
nladerata; eut. Col. William N,
2d Georgia:
Lient, Col. J. E. Dunlo
Maj. F. M. Ison. "
3d Ge,o‘rgm (detachmont), Maj. R
. Thompson. ' '
24 }‘f)mmsaoo, Col. II. M. Ashby.
4th 'i‘ennessoo, Col. Baxter Smith.
— Tennessee Baltali aj. Jo
. oA ion, Maj. John R.
h Texas, Col. Thomas Harris
Murray’s (Tennes i oy
: e see) regiment, Maj. W, S.
Gscort company, Capt. Paul . And.
MecCown’s oscorb ! Sapt, L. T.
‘v?ar(ly. rt company, Capt. L. T.
1ite’s (Tennessee) b
White: o ) battery, Capt. B. F.

ARTILLERY.t

Baxtor’s (Tennesseo) batte
Byrne's (Kentucky) battery,
Gibson’s (Georgia) battery.

No. 190.

commanding Army of

1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles:
Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramsaur.
9d Arkansas Mounted Ritles,} Lieut.
4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn.
30th Arkansas:
Maj. J. J. Franklin.
Capt. W. A. Cotter.
4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj. J. A. Ross.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphreys.

Col. J. A. Williamson.

MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN., I) 5
L , TENN., December 30, 1862,
i (Received at Rlchm()n(i, Va., Ja-nuar7y 1?21863)
rtillery firing at intervals and heavy cirmishi .
q : 2avy skirmishing i ‘
1}111 day. Enemy very cautious, and (1ecli11ir:g a geugr‘(m)lfellll%r*ht e
rmies are in line of battle within sight. ) i
BRAXTON BRAGG.

General S. COOPER.

LA )
orrest’s and Morgan’s commands on detached service

* Of Smitl’s corps, serving with Hardee.
t The regiments of this brigade serving as infantry.
t Serving as infantry.

; };roba’bl_{) incomplete,
yrne’s battery mentioned in Breckenridge’
0 ) ) o’ T . g :
have been engaged in the campaign. anfir’s l(:gt?tgry lt'rulrl)glf;g(llm:sd:th)gxglI;)l;:lilil?

December 31, and Gibson’s w: sl
be fittod for t’he ﬁeld.) on’s was ordered, Decomber 1, 1862, to Chattanooga, Tenn., to
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Return of casualties in the Confederate Jjorces—Continued. Return o - :
casualt
f ies in the Confederate forces—Continued.
Killed. Wounded. Missing. i
_________ . e _"i_ Killed. Wounded. Missing.
g g g T [ N e R e
Commsand. g | g § Officers killed. Command. g g g
¢|E i3 g 2 a8 g% i3 i |3 a Officers killed.
3.5385'38}93& HEITHERERHEIE
EEEHERER IR R HEHEIERRREIEIEIR
== L elRI\ V4 it HIOI A |H g g8 9
Wood's Brigade—Cont'd. Ector's Brigade—Cont'd.
14th Texas Cavalry *
334 Alabama...... .oo--- l1al4| 3| 8 1| 101 avalry = ... | 50 5
34 Confederate . -......|...| 6| 6| 8| 2 a1| 69 15th Toxas Cavalry*.....|....| 5| 5 0 42| sl 1l e
45th Mississippi........-.| 1| 4| 5| 41 3 70| 114 | Capt.J. D. Frazier. & attery ......... M W A Wt 36)....] 3| 3| 44
16th Battaljon Mississip- | 1| 2| 3 |---- 25 5| 33 | Capt. D.Coleman. Total 2. 2
in Baffalfon i | 1) 2| 3\ BB BT ... 28 128|389 237 | 2om
Semple’s battery ......--- U T T I A 0 P e e s - 6| 5|43 48| 352
Totaloeemnnemnneaen 7 %5 | 52 | 20 | 810 | 339 | 6 107|118} 604 Rains’ Brigade. i
— = 3d Georgia Battalion....|....| 8| 6| 5| 28 -
Johngon's Brigade. 9th Georgia B seeefeesefeese| 39 ) Liout. W,
attalion. .. . L. Prior mer
BRI e sssomamimnmnins | —— | S N — 2 ﬂ’:{:}r‘lm‘t Carolina.o.]f... é é § 43 (15(1) Somalrgoessl 12 S
17th T soooleiolqg | ia | 10 | isaT| 161|620 | 26| 207 | Capt. F. M. Orr. OLNEBAEO. ... .. .. ... el BB 60
T Tonnesace 13| s 38| 40....| 8 81| Y Enfants (Alag Aréitiery. |02 2| 5120 531 |- (1)1} 8
25th Tonnesseo ;21 3| 7| 8| #|13|15| 120 Liont Sinpson Tsoty Tatal e 2] 5
87th Tennessce. . 110 3175 | ‘68| Maj.J. T McReynolds. @ T T -2 !20 |2/ 141] 161
#th 'l‘o,nnesaee.... ..... 1]13 1 162 | Lieut. J.J. Hill. | .. |18 18| 199
Darden’s battery . ---.----{---- 6 MoNair's Brigade. =
T 4| 4 | o7 | 600 I ArkamanBiten. .| ol olsl ol o
rkansas Rifles. ..... 1] 91017 4| 4| 95
, . 4th Arkansas......... 17| 82| 09| 4| 7 o
Iiddell's Brigade. 33&, ﬁk&nsas rev il i; g 9 ]5‘2) 61l 1! 9 ié 1,?3 Capt. Thomas B. Spence.
Staff o L 1 2 3l k= 3 RABEES, e s 2| 8|w0lis| 51| & o |25 | 53| Lieut W.C. Douglass.
rkansas. . ek Blk - 2
bth Arkamm:. 171 i i | o 126 1864} 111 148 | Liout. A.J. Jones. Humphreys’ battery .....|....[....|... 1 5 6 ] i%u%.'l;r 2131333 m,“d
6th and 7th Arkansas ....| 3|26 |20 12| 128| 140|....| 8| 8 177 | Capt, J. T. Armstrong Total | ! R e, - 6 L dJ. g
and Lieuts. S Mo e 4|98 |42 52| 218 | a20! 5|47 052
Gl ud TEAR Escort company........... mEE 2| 2 i =
8th Arkansas.........---- 49502010 114 124 |..opoo)eeoe 163 | Lieuts. T. H. Beard, 8. B. | vos] L} 1 5
Golo. Calvin East, and Grand total Mo | 4|88 | 92 11| 658 =——
H.J. McCurdy. own's division. t 769 | 10 (109 119 | 980
Swett's battery.....cco---|---- [ U P | T B 8
v i Ml Wl i ML ot JACKSON'S BRIG ADE.
Total.ooenemeeennns 8|78 |86 33| 470] 503 |....| 18 | 18 | 607
e e 5th Georgia .......
------- 21012 (....] 48 48 |.
Polk's Brigade. 3 wemnastatesl § | | & 4 ] 1 ---:| 60| Col. William T. Black
Sharpshootors al s and Liout. J. W. Ea-
16t Arkansas........---- mehar W 81 102 5th Mississippi. il s i 3 26 D1 T 32 aon.
[5h smod 16th Avkansas ..|....| 4| 4| % | 47 08 8th Mississippi. Sl 8| 8| mi .l s|c
5th Gonfodorate - i)y B : | PE—— - 20 12| 101y a1y |10 ] 158 | Dien 5 N
........... . . P, otalt . ... .. 2 L Jd.
- LR Tieut. 3. L. Gifford. P ¢ o | aer | o T o)
6th Tennessee .....-.---- e 21| 10 28 DY U PR R Py 26 o
Calvert's battery......-.- ... 8] 8 ‘ 2 [ (]
Total.coeeeeennnes 2|28 | 90|07 | 261| 208 |19 10| 347 RECAPITULATION,
Grand _totn;}i Cle- 71_‘208 ‘229 138 |1, 402 l],eao ‘ 16 \192 207 |2, 066 allas '
0)
purmers frisen | Hardeo's orpa. ... .21 41 480 1497 bex |1 08 o) oo9 | |5 Lot hoo 1, 452
Grand total Har- | 47 {460 \497 251 |1,706 3,047 \ 18 ‘565 \583 \4,127 MoQown's division. ......| 4 90 407 1991|1700 13,047 | 18 1565 1683 |4 127
dee’s corps. \ 1 son’s brigade........ 4874123 24? Zgg ol nial i ggo
i B L. T BT o e e 00
McCOWN'S DIVISION. --|109 11221236667 |6, 099 |7, 706 | 33 (835 |368
0, 865
Eotor's Brigade. ;gz)i:mounted,
otes on original lists indi
Stafl 2 2 78| (SEN F . 4 i s . OT1g sts indicate that all t :
Ty _ ; e | o8 |Tilid|is| us m&u% l{g v. cd 1 & mtxi,&lg:’ogr;g?@e, ?cfun'e d Docember 3 1'mll1 Stégsse casualties, except 4 of the wounded
. Hofner, and J. riginal list indicat at al ;
" 1 es that all the
gg‘l;:l(’ll;d. mortally 3;53},1 g(;lc(l)lrg%d lnlqar Cowan’s house, batween 1281?2)31’1“::111)3 41 man wounded January 2,
11th Texas Cavalry * .....|---- s| 8|w0| 79| 893 16 | 18| 116 | Col. John C. Burks mor- Inol al lists for Buford’s, Wharton’s, or W p. m., December 31, 1862,
ally wonmded. olosure C to Bragg’s report . , or Wheeler’s cavalry bri ©h
ly 8 port, p. 674. No returns from P Iy bri ades; but see
egram’s cavalry brigade.

* Dismounted.
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It formed the extreme right of the brigade line of battle, and is sup-
posed to have fronted the enciny’s center at that time. The above cas-
ualties all occurred in the cedar grove occupied by the brigade during
the fight on Wednesday, and between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m.
After Colonel Wilkinson was wounded (which was in the early part of
the action), the undersigned assumed command of the regiment, and
takes great pleasure in testifying to the cool courage and veteran-like
heroism with which they bore the terrific fire of shell and shot that was
poured almost incessantly into their ranks for near three hours. Indeed
both officers and men as a whole behaved most gallantly. The conduct
of those who are reported as deserving censure is thought generally to
merit unmeasured disapprobation. An explanation is forwarded in the
case of Private J. Walker, of Company G. Asheis very young, his con-
duet is thought to be somewhat excusable. He returned and served
with the regiment during the balance of the time, while the others re-
turned, most of them, to the cawmp at town, and refused to come back,
although repeatedly ordered to do so.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
) A. McoNEILL,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fighth Mississippi Regiment.

No. 252.
Report of Lieut. Harvey H. Cribhs, Lumsdcw’s (Alabama) battery.

BRIDGEPORY, ALA., January 10, 1863.

CaprAIN: I have the houor to report that on Sunday, December 28
1862, I was ordered to report {for duty with Brigadier-General Jackson’s’
brigade, by Lieutenant-Colonel [J. I.] Hallonquist, chief of artillery
Ariny of Tennessee, and on Monday morning the general assigned me
a position near Captain Speuce’s residence, east of the Lebanon pike
and at 12 midnight T received an order to send the two rifled pieces of
the battery to General Breckinridge’s headquarters to report, which I
did, under the command of Licutenant Tarrant. He was ordered to
the knoll on the east side of Stone’s River, which position was ordered
by Genera! Bragg to he held, as 1t was a desirable position, from which
place the two guuns fired 200 rounds in the first of the engagement.
One of the pieces had been dismonnted at Perryville some time ago, and
in the recoil the axle-tree gave way. It was replaced by one of the
pieces taken from the enemy. The-two rifled pieces were held in the
reserve until we reached the river, The smooth-bore was kept with
the brigade, and on Tuesday about noon I moved with the brigade to a
position on the left of the Lebanon pike and 1 mile nearer the river.

On Wednesday about noon the section accompanied the brigade across
Stone’s River, when it was halted by General Jackson until it could se-
cure & positiou while the brigade advanced. When the brigade became
engaged, the section took a position on the hill near Cowan’s house, and
near the railroad, aud fired 50 rounds, when the enemy removed the
battery at which we had been firing, and night coming on, I moved
down to the river, and on Thursday took a position again on the right,
where intrenchments were thrown uy.

On Friday I joined the brigade on the extreme left near the Wilson-
ville [Wilkinson or Naghville] pike, and at 12 [o’clock] that night moved
to the Nashville pike, where the men remained until daylight exposed
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to a drenching rain, after which we moved to the extreme right again,
and at midnight Saturday we moved through Murfreesborough to the
Naghville pike. marched until Sunday evening, exposed again to the
severity of the weather.

The damage done by the firing of the battery—I cannot say what dam-
age was done to the enemy ; it is said that one of the rifled pieces blew
up a caisson. 1 am happy to say that no damage whatever was done
to the battery by the shots of the enemy. The men all behaved with
coolness, and with a determination to do what was in their power to
drive back the enemy of our country.

Respectfully submitted.

HARVEY H. CRIBBS,
First Lieutenant, Commanding Lumsden’s Battery.

No. 253.
Report of Maj. Gen. Patrick R. Oleburne, . 8. Army, commanding division.

HEADQUARTERS CLEBURNE’S DIVISION,
HARDEE’S CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 31, 1863.

On December 26, 1862, three brigades of my division were stationed
at College Grove, near Kaglesville, about 20 miles west of Murfrees-
borough. The Fourth Brigade, under command of Brig. Gen.S. A. M.
Wood, was stationed at Triune, 4 miles north of College Grove, on the
Nashville and Shelbyville turnpike.

On the evenin ; of the same day I had information that the enemy had
driven back the cavalry and occupied Nolensville, in my front.

During the night I received orders from General Hardee, who had
gone in person to the front, to have everything in readiness for a move-
ment and to be prepared for any emergency. I also received instruc-
tions as to the roads to be taken by my train and fighting force, respect-
ively, in case of a retreat on Murfreesborough.

Early on the morning of the 27th, I received orders from the same
source to take up a position on the turnpike about 1 mile north of my
encampment. While making this disposition, I received orders from
General Hardee to move the three brigades with me to Murfreesborough
by the routes previously decided upon; also that Wood’s brigade would
remain at Triune and assist General Wharton’s cavalry to retard the
farther advance of the enemy.

For the proceedings of Wood’s brigade under this order, I respectfully
refer you to the report of Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Wood, herewith trans-
mitted.

I immediately moved as directed; marched all day, part of it over a
miserable road and through a cold, drenching rain, and encamped after
nightfall on the Salem turnpike, within 1 mile of Stone’s River.

Ou the morning of the 28th, General Hardee ordered me to form line
of battle north of Murfreesborough and east of Stone’s River, my line
to face north, its left resting on the river, its right near the Lebanon
turnpike, 800 or 1,000 yards in rear of a line already occupied by Breck-
iridge’s division.

Wood’s brigade, falling back slowly before General McCook’s army
corps. impeding his advance wherever oppor tunity offered, finally reached
Stone’s River and rejoined the division on the morning of the 29th.
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I lay, inactive, in line of battle until the evening of the 30th, when 1
received orders to move from the right to the left of the army. Arriving
at the fording place on Stone’s River, I received orders to remain there
until General Hardee had examined the ground and determined my
position. It was dark wheu staff’ officers were sent to order me forward
and show me my position. The passage of the river in the night was
attended with many difficulties, and my whole division was not in posi-
tion before midnight. As well as I could judge from the camp-fires,
my line was a prolongation to the left of Cheatham’s line, and was 400
or 500 yards in rear of McCown’s division.

Soon after midnight I received an order from General Hardee, on
which I based and issued the following circular, viz: .

Generals of brigades will have their respective commands in readiness to move upon
the enemy at 4.30 o’clock this morning. The several commands will fall into line with-

out signal of bugle or drum.

Before daylight I formed line, placing Polk’s brigade, with Calvert’s
battery, on the right; Johnson’s brigade, with Darden’s battery, in the
center, and Liddell’s brigade, with the Warren Light Artillery, com-
manded by Lieutenant [H.] Shannon, on the left. Wood’s brigade I
placed a short distance in rear of Polk’s. This brigade had no battery
in the fight, its battery (Semple’s, of six Napoleon guns) having been
detached the day before to support Hanson’s brigade, of Breckinridge’s
division, and having remained with that brigade on the right of the
army.

On account of the absence on du%f of my chief of artillery, I ordered
my chief of ordnance (Captain [T. R.] Hotchkiss) to act as chief of ar-
tillery, and Robert [D.] Smith, ordnance officer of Polk’s brigade, to act
as division ordnance officer.

It was not yet clear day when I received orders from General Hardee
to advance. Swincing to the right as I moved forward, I rapidly com-
municated these instructions to brigade commanders, caused my division
to load, and moved forward, stepping short upon the right and full upon
the left, so as to swing round my left as directed. General Cheatham’s
left did not move forward at the same moment as my right, and my divis-
ion, inclining to the left as it advanced, a gap was soon left between
us, which General Hardee directed General Wood’s brigade to fill. My
whole division (Semple’s battery excepted) was now advancing in line of
battle, gradually wheeling to the right as it advanced. My left had not
moved half a mile when heavy firing commenced near its front, supposed
to be McCown’s division engaging the enemy. A few moments more,
and the enemy’s skirmishers opened fire along the right and left center
of my division, indicating that instead of being a second line supporting
McCown’s division, I was, in reality, the foremost line on this part of
the field, and that McCown’s line had unaccountably disappeared from
my front. Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward, and I pressed
on, continuing the difficult wheel under fire, through a country cut up
with numerous fences and thickets. There was a great deal of crowd-
ing and improper opening out in the center of my line. Polk’s and
Johnson’s brigades had to be moved by the flank more than once to
regain their true positions. Driving back the enemy’s skirmishers in the
face of a heavy ftire of shot and shell, I encountered his first solid line
of battle at an average distance of three-fourths of a mile from the scene
of my bivouac of last night. The left of this line (opposite Wood’s and
Polk’s brigades) stretched through a large cedar brake ; the right (oppo-
site Liddell’s and Johnson’s) through open ground. in many parts of
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the brake the enemy found natural breastworks of limestone rock. In
the open ground he covered most of his line behind a string of fence.
Opposite my left, where the ground was open, a second line of the enemy,
supported by artillery, could be seen a short distance in rear of his first.
Here was my first important fight of the day. It extended along my
whole line, and was participated in by MeNair's brigade, of MeCown’s
division, which had been placed on my left, and which a few moments
before had surprised and driven the enemy from the ground over which
my left had passed. The fight was short and bloody, lasting about
twenty-five minutes, when the enemy gave way, both in the cedars and
open ground, and fled back on his second line, which was immediately
encountere in the woods, pastures, and open ground in rear of his
former position. His second line soon gave way, and bcth went off to-
gether. My first fight may be said to have ended here. 1'x results were
important.

The Eighth Arkansas, of Liddell’s brigade, captured two stand of
colors. They were handed to Colonel [John H.| Kelly on the field by
Private James Riddle, of Company C, and Corpi. N. A. Horn, of Com-
pany E. In the rapid pursuit which followed, Colonel Kelly could not
carry them ; they were left on the field, and, | fear, appropriated by some
person who had no title to them.

The Second Arkansas [Infantry], of Liddells brigade, again encoun-
tered and defeated the Twenty-second Indiana (the same regiment it had
so severely handled at the battle of Perryville), wounding and capturing
its lieutenant-colonel. This brigade also captured tworifled cannon, with
suitable ammunition ; these Lieutenant Shannon added to his battery,
and used on the enemy at subsequent periods of the battle. In Johnson’s
brigade, the Seventeenth Tennessee charged and captured a battery of
four guns. In Wood’s brigade, the Sixteenth Alabama wounded and
captured the colonel and killed the lieutenant-colonel and major of the
One hundred and first Ohio. My losses were very severe, especially on
my left wing, where Johnson’s and LiddelVs brigades suffered more than
in all the subsequent fighting of the day. In Johnsow’s brigade, Colonel
[A. 8.] Marks, of the Seventeenth Tennessee (one of the best officers
in the division), was severely wounded. Major [H. C.] Bwin, Forty-
fourth Tennessee, was mortally wounded. Colonel [Moses] White and
Lieutenant-Colonel [R. D.] Frayser, Thirty seventh Tennessee, were
wounded. Colonel [J. M.] Hughs, Twenty-fifth Teunessee, was wounded.
In Polk’s brigade, Majors [C. H.] Carlton and [R. A.] Duncan, Fitteenth
and Thirteeuth Arkansas, were wounded. Iu Wood’s brigade, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel [A. H.] Helvenston and Major [J. H.| McGaughy, Sixteenth
Alabama, were wounded. In all, nine field officers, and a proportionate
nuw ber of company officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates
were Killed or wounded in this fight.

My division was now engaged in a rapid, but not very orderly, pur-
suit of the enemy, which was continued until a fresh line of his infantry
and artillery came in view. This line was drawn up on the south side of,
and parallel to, the Wilkinson turnpike, its right vesting in open woods,
its left in open fields. It checked or pushed back portions of my com-
mand, which, in the ardor of pursuit, had advanced beyond the general
line. My whole division (the right of Johnson’s brigade, which had de-
layed to replenish its ammunition, excepted) again engaged the enemy.
Advancing steadily in the face of a heavy fire of infantry and artillery,
Liddell’s brigade, and the Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson's brigade,
drove back the enemy’s right. Wood’s and Polk’s brigades encountered
a more obstinate and protracted resistance to the open fields where they
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fought; but here, too, success again r(f,w:;rded the bravery of my mel.
The enemy were driven across the Wilkinson pike, and t()ok refuge in
the woods and heavy cedar brake on the north side. In th.ls.ﬁght I cap-
tured 2 hospitals, nearly 1,000 prisoners, a tramn of ammunition wagons,
1 piece of artillery, 3 or 4 caissous, and 2 wagons _loaded with me(_hcal
stores. The Federal General [J. W.] Sill was killed near one of the
hospitals. The Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade, _an(l the
Second A ‘kansas, of Liddell’s brigade, contend for the honor of having
first captured the hospital and killed General Sill.

My line was now far advanced beyond that of Withers and Cheatham.
1 be}gan to discover from the firing that I was getting in vear of the
right flank of the enemy’s center My right wing and left center were
exposed to a heavy enfilading fire as they crossed the open ground near
the turnpike from a powerful battery planted near the north side (’)t the
pike. Captain Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery, placed Darden’s and
[J. H.] Calvert’s batteries in position, and boldly attacked the Parrott
and rifled artillery of the enemy. Wood’s brigade having moved back
to get a fresh supply of ammunition, Brlg.adler-Geneml Polk moved
forward, but was forced by the enfilading fire to change front forward
on his first battalion, so as to place his line at right angles to the pike
and facing eastwardly. This done, he advanced and attacked the sup-
ports of the battery, while HotehKkiss, though greatly overmatched in
number and caliber of guns, continued to fire on them. The enemy
abandoned the position, leaving several pieces of artillery, The Fifth
Confederate and First Arkansas passed through and 1)(3370£1d these guns,
and fairly deserve the honor of haying captured_them. Colonel [P. B.]
Hawkins, of the Eleventh KentucKy, commanding 2 F(jderal brigade,
was killed by the First Arkansas [Infantry] during this fight. .Reheved
of the enfilading fire, Bri gadier-General Polk again changed front and
resumed his original line of advance.

In the mean time Wood’s brigade had come up and been ordered by
me to the left of Polk’s brigade. Johnson’s brxgadg had also come up,
and, like Polk’s. had been forced by the enfilading fire to change front.
I had ordered Brigadier-General Johnson to throw forward 71 strong
company of sharpshooters and advance on the battery to Polk’s assist-
ance ; but just at this time the firing ceased, and I discovered the en-
emy had been driven back, as before stated. T then changed the direc-
tion of Johnson’s advance to correspond with Polk’s, and n;oved his
brigade on the right of Polk’s, whose guns were agaim heard in conflict
with the enemy. On examination, 1 found the enemy bad made ianother
stand in a heavy cedar brake north of the Wilkinson pike, and in front
of where my right crossed it. He had again found _natuml breastworks
of limestone rock, and covered most of his line behmgl them. He }navde
an obstinate and destructive resistance, during which Polk’s brigade
suffered a severe repulse ; but he was finally dislodged and drlzeQ from
the cedars. Toward the close of this fight, Smith’s brigade, of Cheat-
ham’s division, under command of Colonel (A J.] Vaughan, [jr.,] came
up on my left and rendered us material assistance. ) ‘

In this fight Sergeant Lovin, of the Third G{)ntederat.e Beglment, ot
Wood’s brigade, captured a stand of colors, which I herewith transmit.
Lieut. Col. Don McGregor, of the First Arkansas, fell mortally wounded,
and Major [J. T.] McReynolds, the last field officer of the Thirty-seventh
Tennessee, was mortally wounded. i ) )

The commanding officers of Bri gadier-General W ood’s regiments again
reported their ammunition expended; he mqved the b_rlgade in rear of the
Wilkinson pike to procure a supply. While there information reached
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General Hardee that the enemy was threatening our left flank, and he
ordered Wood's brigade to remain in the rearand proteet the trains. This
was the smallest brigade I had, numbering on the morning of the fight
not over 1,100 officers and men. It was without a battery, as before
explained ; was on the extreme right of my line (the most exposed posi-
tion) up to the time of crossing the pike, and at this time did not num-
ber 500.

The enemy was now driven out of the cedars in our front, but to the
right of my division he still remained undisturbed, and as I again at-
tempted to advance I found myseif flanked on the right and again ex-
posed to an enfilading fire. T therefore determined te advance on a line
tarther to the left, and where my right flank would not be so fearfully
exposed. With this view, I ordered General Johnson to move hisbrigade
to the left, where Liddell’s brigadc would again connect with him.

But here it would be proper to give a statement of the doings of Lid-
dell’s brigade since last mentioned as haviug driven back a line of the
enemy on the south side of the Wilkinson pike. While my other brigades
inclined to the right, as stated, Brigadier-General Liddell moved diago-
nally to the left for a considerable distance through open woods. He met
the enemy on the far edge of these woods and drove him over the crest
of the high ground beyond. Throwing forward skirmishers, it was found
he had made another stand in the valley of Overall’s Creek, 400 or 500
yards beyond thecrest. Liddell moved his battery to thecrestand drove
i back until he disappeared from view behind the embankmernt of the
Nashville railroad. From the high point where his battery now was, Lid-
dell was in full view of the Nashville turnpike and the enemy’s trains.
He opened with his artillery on one portion of the train, while General
W harton, with the cavalry, charged another. The traius disappeared in
haste and confusion. At this time Liddells brigade was the extreme left
of the infantry of the army, and there was a gap of threc-quarters of a
mile between hLis right and the left of the otber portion of the division.
I determined to unite the division opposite this gap and advance. I
ordered Johnson to move on the left ot Polk’s brigade, and at the same
time sent orders to Brigadier-General Liddell to move his brigade by the
right flank until he had reconnected with Johnsou’s brigade.

While these commands were being executed, I met a brigade of Mc-
Cown’s division retreating in great disorder. I th.nk this brigade must
have attempted to advance through the gap in my division and been
repulsed.

By moving inward and uniting in the gap mentioned, my division
again advanced on a line midway between the diverging lines which the
two portions had before pursued. I advinced with four brigades, dis-
posed asfollows: Poll’s brigade on the right, Liddell’s on the Jeft, Smith’s
brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the right center, Johnson’s the left cen-
ter. I had not moved 100 yards when Liddeil’s brigade became hotly
engaged with a line of the enemy drawn up across a neck ot woods and
prolonged into the fields on each side. This, I thirk, wasa continuation
to the left of the same line which my other brigades had defeated farther
to the right, or it may have been the line which had caused the repulse

of McCown’s division (just mentioned) and which was pursuing.  How-
ever this be, Liddell met the enemy Lere in force and engaged in the most
obstinately contested and (to the enemy) most destructive fight which
had yet occurred. Not until Liddell had closed within 25 paces of him
would the portion of his line in the woods give way.

Coionel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas,and Colonel [3. G.| Smith, of
the Sixth and Seventh Arkansas. were wounded here.
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Lieutenant Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, bore the
colors of his regiment through the hottest of the fight, and by his own
bright example encouraged his men to despise danger.

J. K. Leslie, a brave and intelligent private of Company C, of this
regiment, captured a beautiful stand of colors belonging to one of the
enemy’s regiments of regulars. This flag I also herewith transmit.

The enemy gave way and fled, leaving a large number of dead behind
him. Johnson’s, Smith’s; and Polk’s brigades moved rapidly in pursuit,
obliquing to the left as they advanced. Liddell rapidly reformed his Jine
and followed, en échelon, about 100 yards in rear of Johnson. My orders,
frequently received from General Hardee during the day, being to push
the enemy, and, if possible,give himno time to rally or select positions,
I did not balt the division or lose any time in rectifying distances or
alignments. The line had not advanced a quarter of a mile when a fresh
line of the enemy was discovered in open fields. He was supported by
numerous and well-served batteries. At this time I had but one bat-
tery (Liddell’s). Polk’s could not follow through the heavy woods and
Johnsow’s had been ordered by General Hardee to remain in reserve
near the Wilkinson pike. My line advanced steadily, pouring in a deadly
fire, and drove the enemy across a small dirt road. That portion of his
line opposite Johnson rallied behind a fence on the far side of the dirt
road, but was driven from there also, when his whole line disappeared
in the cedar woods, which here border the Nashville pike, and were close
behind him. Still another line of the cnemy showed itself on the edge
of these cedars. A heavy fire of small-arms was immediately directed
upou him. He fled back in the woos, leaving the ground in front of
Johnson’s brigade thickly covered with dead and wounded. Following
ap their success, our men gained the edge of the cedars Johnson’s bri-
eade capturing a battery of Parrott guns—and were almost on the Nash-
ville turnpike, in rear of the original center of Rosecrans’ army, sweep-
ing with their fire his ouly line of communication with Nashville ; but it
was now after 3 o’clock ; my men had had little or no rest the night be-
fove; they had been fighting since dawn, without relief, food, or water ;
they were comparatively without the support of artillery, for the ad-
vance had been too rapid to enable my single battery to get in position
and answer the enemy ; their ammunition was again nearly exhausted,
and our ordnance trains could not follow.

At this critical moment the enemy met my thinned ranks with another
fresh line of baitle, supported by a heavier and closer artillery fire than
I had vet encountered. A report also spread, which 1 believe was true,
that we were flianked on the vight.  This was more than our men could
stand.  Smith’s brigade was driven back in great confusion.  Polk’s and
Johmson's followed.  As onr broken ranks went back over the fields be
fore the fire of this fresh line, the enemy opened fire on our right flank
from several batteries which they had concentrated on an eminence near
the railroad, inflicting a heavier loss on Poilds brigade than it had suf
fered iu all the previous fighting of the day.  The division was rallied
on the edge of the opposite woods, about 400 yards in rear of the scene
of disaster. though some of the men could not be stopped until they
reached the Wilkinsou pike.  Liddells brigade, en échelon on my extreme
lett, was not engaged in this last fight and was moved back in good order
{o the line where the other hrigades rallied.  Here I reformed my divis-
jon as rapidly as possibie, Polk’s brigade on the right, Johnson’s in the
center, and Liddels on the left. A tresh sapply of ammunition was
served ont, and L waited in momentary expectation for an advance of the
enery in overwhelming force.  He never advanced a foot, and the ques:
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tion presented itself, Ought I to again advance? I was now in posses-
sion of 3 miles of ground conquered from the enemy, large numbers of
prisoners, cannon, and small-arms. Another repulse, and I might lose
all these and cause the demoralization and destruction of my division.
[ immediately reported the situation to General Hardee, and was or-
dered by him to hold the ground I had won, rest, and reorganize my
division and await further orders. Pushing my pickets well forward, I
bivouacked in line of battle on the same line which the division rallied
on after the repulse.

On the morning of January 1, there were rumors that the enemy was
retreating. I was ordered by General Hardee to push forward, feel the
enemy, and ascertain the true state of affairs in our front. Liddell’s
brigade was moved forward and to the left, and drove the enemy’s skir-
mishers back at least a quarter of a mile, and beyond a white house
used as a Federal hospital, and situated on the small dirt road near
which our last fight of the day béfore occurred.

During this fight Lieutenant-Colonel [F. J.] Cameron, Sixth and Sev-
enth Arkansas Regiment, was wounded.

Liddell again swept the Nashville turnpike with his artillery, and
greatly disturbed the enemy’s traius, which could be seen on and near
it. Receiving another message from General Hardee to the effect that
he had ordered me to feel the enemy, and could not hear my guns, and
at the same time receiving information from General Liddell that he
was in line of battle near the hospital just mentioned, and needed im-
mediate support on his right, 1 ordered General Wood to move his bri-
gade forward cautiously, and support Liddell on the right, but I also
informed him that the object was merely to ascertain whether the en-
emy was still in force in our front, not to bring on a general battle.
Wood’s brigade moved forward, and I moved Johnson’s skirmishers
forward en échelon on Wood’s right flank, so as to protect him as much
as possible.  Wood’s brigade formed line close to the dirt road last men-
tioned, and immediately became hotly engaged with a very large force
of the enemy, which advanced on him out of the cedars where our repulse
of the day before occurred. He found that Liddell was not on his
left, as expected, having previously fallen back; he also discovered that
the enemy were flanking him on the left with another heavy force. At
this time he received an order direct from General Hardee not to bring
on a general battle. He ceased firing and fell back, leaving several
killed and wounded on the ground. Some of the men of the Forty-fifth
Mississippi Regiment had gone so far ahead that retreat was impossible;
they remained where they were, and fell into the hands of the enemy.
Wood must have lost nearly 100 in killed, wounded, and prisoners in
this fight. It was now clear the enemy was still in force in my front,
and I so reported it. )

On Friday morning, January 2, I was satisfied that the enemy was
fortifying his position. On consultation with my brigade commanders,
1 addressed a note to General Hardee, which I requested him to forward
to General Bragg, stating this important fact, and that I feared, if my
single, and now reduced, line was pushed on the enemy in his fortified
position, the result would prove very disastrous, but that I believed 1
could hold a defensible position against any assault of the enemy.

Semple’s battery rejoined me on the 1st.  On the 2d, Friday ex;euing,
I was ordered to send four of his guns to support an attack about to be
made by Major-General Breckinridge’s division. My acting chief of ar-
tillery, Captain Hotchkiss, having been twice wounded while gallantly
discharging his duty, I ordered him to quit the feld (which he reluc-
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