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SECOND DIVIBION.

Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. L. E. POLK.

18t Arkansas, Col. John W. Colquitt.
13th Arkansas.
16th Arkansas.

5th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

24 Tennessee, Col. W. D. Robison.

5th Tennessee, Col. B. J. Hill.

Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Licut. T\ J. Koy.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8t. Jon~ R. LIDDELL.

9d Arkansas, Col. D. C. Govan.

5th Arkansas, Lieut. Col. John E. Murray.

Col. 8. G. Smith.

66h Arkansas, ) 1;0,t Col. F.J. Cameron.

7th Arkansas, | ypoi W, F. Douglass.

8th Arkansas:
Col. John H. Kelly.
Lieut. Col. G. F. Baucum.

Swett’s (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. I

Shannon.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busnrop R. JOHNBON.

17th Tennessoe :
Col. A. S. Marks.
Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd.
93d Tennessee, Liont. Col. R. H. Keeble
25th Tennessee :
Col. J. M. Hughs.
Liout. Col. Samuel Davis.
37th Tonnessoe:
Col. M. White.
Maj. J.T'. McReynolds.
Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennessee, Col. John S. Fulton.
Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery, Capt. Put.
Darden.

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. Woob.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
33d  Alabama, Col. Samuel Adama.
3d Confederate, Maj. J. F. Cameron.
45th Mississippi, Liout. Col. R. Charlton.
15th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. A. T. Hawkins.

Alahama Battery, Capt. Honry C. Semple.

McCown’s Division.”
Maj. Gen. J. P. McCown.

First Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. EcTor.

10th Toxas Cavalry, Col. M. ¥. Locke.
11th Texas Cavalry:

Col. J. C. Burks.

Tieut. Col. J. M. Bounds.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp.

15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Androws.

Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JamMES E. RAINS.
Col. R. B. VANCE.

Stovall.

Smith.
99th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vance.
11th Tennesses :

Col. G. W. Gordon.

Lieut. Col. William Thedford.

A. McDuffie.

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. EVANDER MCNAIR.
(Col. R. W. HARPER.

34 Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. A.
9th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Joseph T.

Eufaula (Ala.) Light Artillery, Lieut. W.
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CAVALRY,*
Brig. Gen. JosEPH WHEELER.
W heeler's Brigade. I harton’s B-igade.

Brig. Gen. Joskrn WHEELER.

1st Alabams:
3(1 Al:»l);:g:::’: Col. W. W. Allen.

éluj.t b".‘ Y. Gaines.
e

Col. John T. Morgan.

Liout. Col. J. D. Webb

8th Confederato, Col. W. B. Wado
18t Tennessce, Col, James . Cartor.

— Tennessco Battalion, DeWitt C.

Douglass.

— Tennesseo Battalion, Maj. D. W,

Holman.
Arkansas Battory, Capt. J. Il Wiggins,

Buford’s Brigade.
Brig. Gen. A. Burorp.
3d Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler
Sth Kont‘uckyy, Col. D. H. h‘:’!lll(iil
6th Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigsby.
Pegram’s DBrigade.t

Brig. Gen. JonN PEGRAM.

st Georgia.
1st Louisiana.

Brig. Goen. JouN A. WHARTON.

l4th Alabama Battalion, Lieut. Col. James
It ¢ ()'.f Malone. '

st Confederate, Col, John T. C

3d C o’ Lion Willia

( CO;‘GS;;(&:.[MO’ Lieut. Col. William N,
2d Georgia:

Lieut. Col. J. E. Dunlo
Maj. F. M. Ison. .
3d Goro‘r;,zm (lotachmont), Maj. R
. Thompson. ' .

2d "l‘emmnneo, Col. . M. Ashby.

4th ,Irl;ll;lx.l;rsseo, (i;ol. Baxter Smith.

— ossee Battalion, Maj. Jo

. TDuvis. 1, Maj. John R,

h Texas, Col. Thomas Harri
Murray’s (‘I iment, Mag,
I Bled\s:o(. ennesseco) regiment, Maj. W. S,
sscort company, Capt. Paul I, And
McCown’s nsc(;r’t Jom] fapt, L. T,
w%lu,rdy. company, Capt. L. T.

iite’s (Teonnesseo) b &

Wikte oo ) battery, Capt. B. F.

ARTILLERY.t

Baxtor’s (Tennesseo) batter:
Byrne's (Kentucky) bntterysr.
Gibson’s (Georgia) battery.

No. 190.

Reports of General Braxton B
v Bragg, C. S. Army, comm ]
Tennessee, with congratulatory or{l,ers, (L'c(.m{lmy Ay

1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles:
Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramsaur.

od Arkansas Mounted Ritles, Lieut. Col. J. A. Williamson.

4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn.

30th Arkansas:
Maj. J. J. Franklin.
Capt. W. A. Cotter,

4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj. J. A. Ross.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphreys.

*Of Smitl’s corps, serving with Hardee.
t The regiments of this brigade serving as infantry.

t Serving as infantry.

MURFREESBO: D
RY P{}:SI;OROUGH_, TuNN., December 30, 1862.
- (Received at Richmond, Va., January 1, 1863.)
rtillery firing at intervals avy skirmishi i .
all day. Enemy very cnutiouialflm(lll(lh?i:‘(,'}ililx\lllflmsmng g
| nem ] 8, ¢ 3¢ a general ¢ d
Armies are in line of battle wiLl,lin sight. & ' gehomlicn gomen,

General S. COOPER. BRAXTON BRAGG.

* Iorrest’s and Morgan’ ands on
an’s comm :
t i;mbahly incmnplgto. ands on detached service
ha,lve yll):‘l:‘ans :-);:“rtq(::gd“il‘(:”itim]M] in Breckenridge's report.  The others do not pisRE |
T - Sl AR 16 campaign,  Baxter’s hattery r " § . Jut :; 0
i)egomber. 31, and Gibson’s was or«l:x'od, Decomber 1 118%/2] l‘tpnr‘t;,fl as at Hu:l‘lyyvlllo,
o fitted for the field. , 1862, to Chattanooga, Tenn., to
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Return of casualties in the Confederate forces—Continued.

Killed. Wounded. Misaing.
Al Tl | T4
o 4 g ] g 8 Officers killed.
ommand. .
AR AR A £ g g
IR
EI85|8|8|&|8|als| 4|
Wood's Brigade—Cont'd.
83 86 J 1 1] 101
33d Alsbams...... ...... ... 1414 3 8 ool 3 147 :
B9 Qontdemmte - i| 4] 8 ik §s_> 6|64 |70 114 Copt. L1 Traster.
15th Bagmuggpgi}s}};bip- 1] 2| 3]...] 25| 25|..../ 5[ 6 pt. D.
i Sharpshooters. ] e
Serx)np]e's attery ........- csasl Ayl Xh A 18 19! fsess:
L 1] (I 7145|6220 319 | 339 6 |107 (118 | 504
Johnson's Brigade.
el e — ) Bl R ‘26 203 Capt. F. M. Orr.
17th Tennesse6..........- ' g o4 '
B e ] 15 | 120 | Lieut. S'x‘mpson Inot;ld...
25th Tennessee. . b 2 o O MoReyno
2131 vl 2| 152 Lieut. J. J. Hill.
ONNEBBEB .-« - - - 2
Darden’s battery
Total 57 | 608
) PR
) 5| us
A H J. Jones,
135 1| 148 | Lieut. A. J. Jones.
Capt. J. T. Armstrong
- — nI;xd Lieuts. J. L. Mo-
Collum and Henry
Fisher.
icuts. T. H. Beard, 8. B.
B jrpoonel 19 Lé:l::CalvinEnst,and
H.J.McCurdy.
71-- 8
503 |....| 18 | 18 | 607
Polk's Brigade.
1 90 |- 1| 1| 102
18t Arkansas........-.-- [UUTIID S D § B 27 ol 5 s o
13th snd 15th Arkansas .. 4] 4| R T b
gt.h()onfedemtq ......... el T T gg 23 12 8 | capt. C. P. Mooro_asd
2d Tennessee.......---- 2] 2| 4| 6 R - 3 L. Gifford.
.23 4 |- 26
6th Tennessee . .......-.- sews] A4 A A o .
Calvert's battery......... swant ) 8 2 2|
Total.......coenvnne 9|28 (30|87 2061 | 208 |....| 19 19 | 347
Grand total Cle- | 21 |208 |220 |138 1,492 (1,630 | 16 192 (207 2,066
burne’s division. iy
Grand total Har- | 47 450 497 (251 1,796 3,047 | 18 565 583 |4, 127
dee’s corps.
McCOWN'S8 DIVISION.
Eotor's Brigade. .
q 2 2 L R e P e 5
S exas Cavairy e 10 93| "1714|'16'| 118 | Licuts. M. V. ;
"""" Wimiaay o G. Hefner, and J. M
o o Hopson. mortally
C‘{o.‘Im l(xlnedé Burks mor
18 | 116 0l. Jo! . Bur
11th Texas Cavalry*.....|...- 8| 8|10 79 89‘ 3|15 o LTy

» Dismounted.
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Return of casualties in the Confederate forces—Continued.

Killed. ‘Wounded. Missing.
BRI
Command. 3] g =] s Officers killed.
5 o .
£lE £l 3 ElR| .| &
AEIE IR R R IE AR
g S g | g S g ° 2
R H Ol R H S S]
Ector's Brigade—Cont'd.
14th Texas Cavalry * 5| 5|10 42 52| 11112 69
15th Texas Cavalry * -l 5 b 31 36 |.... 3| 38 44
Douglas’ battery ......... 2 b T (R LA, 2
Totaleza o seassia. -..-| 28 |28 (30| 237 | 276 | 5|43 |48 | 352
Raing' Brigade.
8d Georgia Battalion....|....| 6| 6| 5 28 83|....|....|---.| 39 | Lieut. W. L. Prior mes
tally wounded.
9th Georgia Battalion...|....[ 1| 1 9 b 12 7
29th North Carolina . ... 5] 6| 8 47 60 f...., 6| b 60
11th Tennessee.... ... ...| 8] 8|10 54 64 11 | 11 83
Eufaula (Ala.) Artillery..|....|.._.[... 3 3 2| 2 5
Total ............... -+ 20720 20| 141 161 18 /18| 190
MeNair's Brigade.
1st Arkansas Rifles......[.... 9| 0|13 69 82 4| 4 95
2d Arkansas Rifles. . 1) 9|10/17 82 09| 4 7111 | 120 | Capt. Thomas ¥. Spenoe.
4th Ark Bataiion” || 4] 8lo| S| B YW B
rkansas Battalion. . . 19 19 5 5 29 | Lieut. W. C. Douglas:
80th Arkensas........... . 2| 810112 51 63 22 | 22 95 Cneﬂt. 0 Bl:c :nd
deut. D. J. Wrigh
Humphreys’ battery .....|.... |1 5 6 6 o ght.
Total.............. I 4|38 |42 ' ) 278 | 330! 5|47 |52 424
Escort company.......... | 2 2. 2 2|....] 1|1
Grand total Mec- | 4 |88 | 02 111 | 658 | 760 | 10 [100 119 | 980
Cown's division. t
JACKSON'S BRIGADE.
5th Georgia .............. 21012 ... 48 48 |ovossasi|aans 60 | Col. William T. Black
and Lieut. J. W. Ea-
2d Georgia Battalion son.
Sharpshooters....|....| 3| 3| 3 20 28 Lu confummlomsnl! 182
5th Misslssippi.........._ 15| 6| 8 66 T4 |...|....|-...| 80| Capt.J. I Morgan.
8th Mississippi. ... ... 1l )20 12| 100 | 13 [0 133 | Licab. d. J. Mook
Total} -.ovvennnn.. 4|37 T‘ 23 | 241 264 |...|....|...| 305
|
RECAPITULATION.
I
Polk’s corps.............. 54 [547 1601 (282 (3,404 (3,686 | 5 |161 {166 4,453

Hardee'’s corps -| 47 450 1497 1251 |1,796 (3,047 | 18 (565 (583 4,127
McCown's division. . - 48802 111 658 | 769 | 10 109 [119 | 980
Jackson's brigade........ {3741 |23 | 241 | 204 ... --.| 306

Grand total§......... 109 (11221236667 (6,099 7,766 | 33 (835 (868 |0, 865

* Dismounted.

tNotes on original lists indicate that all these casualties, except 4 of the wounded
in Raing’ brigade, oceurred December 31, 1862.

t Note on original list indicates that all these, except 1 man wounded January 2,
1863, occurred near Cowan’s house, between 12 noon and 4 p. m., December 31, 1

§ No nominal lists for Buford’s, Wharton’s, or Wheeler's cavalry bri ades; but see
Inolosure C to Bragg’s report, p. 674. No returns from Pegram’s o&vsfry brigade.
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It formed the extreme right of the brigade line of battle, and is sup-
posed to have fronted the enciny’s center at that time. The above cas-
ualties all occurred in the cedar grove occupied by the brigade during
the fight on Wednesday, and between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m.
After Colonel Wilkinson was wounded (which was in the early part of
the action), the undersigned assumed command of the regiment, and
takes great pleasure in testifying to the cool courage and veteran-like
heroisin with which they bore the terrific fire of shell and shot that was
poured almost incessantly into their ranks for near three hours. Indeed,
both officers and men as a whole behaved most gallantly. The conduct
of those who are reported as deserving censure is thought generally to
merit unmeasured disapprobation.  An explanation is forwarded in the
case of Private J. Walker, of Company G. Asheis very young, his con-
duct is thought to be somewhat excusable. He returned and served
with the regiment during the balance of the time, while the others re-
turned, most of them, to the cawp at town, and refused to come back,
although repeatedly ordered to do so.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
A. MoNEILL,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Eighth Mississippi Regiment.

No. 252.
Report of Lieut. Harvey H. C'ribes, Lumsdew’s (Alabama) battery.

BRIDGEPORYT, ALA., January 10, 1863.

CAPTAIN : I have the houor to report that ou Sunday, December 28,
1862, I was ordered to report for duty with Brigadier-General Jackson’s
brigade, by Lieutenant-Colonel [J. H.] Hallonquist, chief of artillery
Ariny of Tennessee, and on Monday morning the general assigned me
a position near Captain Spence’s residence, east of the Lebanon pike,
and av 12 midnight T received an order to send the two rifled pieces of
the battery to General Breckiuridge’s headquarters to report, which I
did, under the commmand of Lieutenaunt Tarrant. He was ordered to
the knoll on the east side of Stone’s River, which position was ordered
by Genera! Bragg to hie held, as it was a desirable position, from which
place the two guns fired 200 rounds in the first of the engagement.
One of the pieces had Leen dismounted at Perryville some time ago, and
in the recoil the axle-tree gave way. It was replaced by one of the
pieces taken from the enemy. The -two rifled pieces were held in the
reserve until we reached the river. The smooth-bore was kept with
the brigade, and on Tuesday about noon I moved with the brigade to a
position on the left of the Lebanon pike and 1 mile nearer the river.

On Wednesday about noon the section accompanied the brigade across
Stone’s River, when it was halted by General Jackson until it could se-
cure & positiou while the brigade advanced. When the brigade became
engaged, the section took a position on the hill near Cowan’s bouse, and
near the railroad, and fired 50 rounds, when the enemy removed the
battery at which we had been firing, and night coming on, I moved
down to the river, and on Thursday took a position again on the right,
where intrenchments were thrown ug.

On Friday I joined the brigade on the extreme left near the Wilson-
ville [Wilkinson or Naghville] pike, and at 12 [o’clock] that night moved
to the Nashville pike, where the men remained until daylight exposed
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to a drenching rain, after which we moved to the extreme right again,
and at midnight Saturday we moved through Murfreesborough to the
Nashville pike. marched until Sunday evening, exposed again to the
severity of the weather.

The damage doue by the firing of the battery—I cannot say what dam-
age was done to the enemy ; itis said that one of the rifled pieces blew
up a caisson. I am happy to say that no damage whatever was done
to the battery by the shots of the enemy. The men all behaved with
coolness, and with a determination to do what was in their power to
drive back the enemy of our country.

Respectfully submitted.

HARVEY H. CRIBBS,
First Lieutenant, Commanding Lumsden’s Battery.

No. 253.
Report of Maj. Gen. Patrick R. Cleburne, C. 8. Army, commanding division.

HEADQUARTERS CLEBURNE’S DIVISION,
HARDEE’S CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 31, 1863.

On December 26, 1862, three brigades of my division were stationed
at College Grove, near Haglesville, about 20 miles west of Murfrees-
borough. The Fourth Brigade, under command of Brig. Gen. S. A. M.
Wood, was stationed at Triune, 4 miles north of College Grove, on the
Nashville and Shelbyville turnpike. '

On the evenin_ : of the same day I had information that the enemy had
driven back the cavalry and occupied Nolensville, in my front.

During the night I received orders from Gencral Hardee, who bad
gone in person to the front, to have everything in readiness for a move-
ment and to be prepared for any emergency. I also received instruc-
tions as to the roads to be taken by my train and fighting force, respect-
ively, in case of a retreat on Murfreesborough.

Early on the morning of the 27th, I received orders from the same
source to take up a position on the turnpike about 1 mile north of my
encampment. While making this disposition, I received orders from
General Hardee to move the three brigades with me to Murfreesborough
by the routes previously decided upon; also that Wood’s brigade would
remain at Triune and assist General Wharlon’s cavalry to retard the
farther advance of the enemy.

For the proceedings of Wood’s brigade under this order, I respectfully
refer ‘you to the report of Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Wood, herewith trans-
mitted.

I immediately moved as directed; marched all day, part of it over a
miserable road and through a cold, drenching rain, and encamped after
nightfall on-the Salem turnpike, within 1 wmile of Stone’s River.

Ou the morning of tue 28th, General Hardee ordered me to form line
of battle north of Murfreesborough and east of Stone’s River, my line
to face north, its left resting on the river, its right near the Lebanon
turnpike, 800 or 1,000 yards in rear of a line already occupied by Breck-
nridge’s division.

Wood’s brigade, falling back slowly before General McCook’s army
corps. impeding his advance wherever oppor tunity offered, finally reached
Stone’s River and rejoined the division on the morning of the 29th.
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I lay, inactive, in line of battle uutil the evening of the 30th, when 1
received orders to move from the right to the left of the army. Arriving
at the fording place on Stone’s River, I received orders to remain there
until General Hardee had examined the ground and determined my
position. It was dark when staff officers were sent to order me forward
and show me my position. The passage of the river in the night was
attended with many difficulties, and my whole division was not in posi-
tion before midnight. As well as I could judge from the camp-fires,
my line was a prolongation to the left of Cheatham’s line, and was 400
or 500 yards in rear of McCown’s division. }

Soon after midnight I received an order from General Hardee, on
which I based and issued the following circular, viz:

Generals of brigades will have their respective commands in readiness to move upon
the enemy at 4.30 o’clock this morning. The several commands will fall into line with-
out signal of bugle or drum.

Before daylight I formed line, placing Polk’s brigade, with Calvert’s
battery, on the right; Johnson’s brigade, with Darden’s battery, in the
center, and Liddell’s brigade, with the Warren Light Artillery, com-
manded by Lieutenant [H.] Shannon, on the left. Wood’s brigade I
placed a short distance in rear of Polk’s. This brigade had no battery
in the fight, its battery (Semple’s, of six Napoleon guns) having been
detached the day before to support Hanson’s brigade, of Breckinridge’s
division, and having remained with that brigade on the right of the
army.

On account of the absence on dufy of my chief of artillery, I ordered
my chief of ordnance (Captain [T.3R.] Hotchkiss) to act as chief of ar-
tillery, and Robert [D.] Smith, ordnance officer of Polk’s brigade, to act
as division ordnance officer.

It was not yet clear day when I received orders from General Hardee
to advance. Swinging to the right as I moved forward, I rapidly com-
municated these instructions to brigade commanders, caused my division
to load, and moved forward, stepping short upon the right and full upon
the left, so as to swing round my left as directed. General Cheatham’s
left did not move forward at the same moment as my right, and my divis-
ion, inclining to the left as it advanced, a gap was soon left between
us, which General Hardee directed General Wood’s brigade to fill. My
whole division (Semple’s battery excepted) was now advancing in line of
battle, gradually wheeling to the right as it advanced. My left had not
moved half a mile when heavy firing commenced near its front, supposed
to be McCown’s division engaging the enemy. A few moments more,
and the enemy’s skirmishers opened fire along the right and left center
of my division, indicating that instead of being a second line supporting
McCown’s division, I was, in reality, the foremost line on this part of
the field, and that McCown’s line had unaccountably disappeared from
my front. Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward, and I pressed
on, continuing the difficult wheel under fire, through a country cut up
with numerous fences and thickets. There was a great deal of crowd-
ing and improper opening out in the center of my line. Polk’s and
Johnson’s brigades had to be moved by the flank more than once to
regain their true positions. Driving back the enemy’s skirmishers in the
face of a heavy fire of shot and shell, I encountered his first solid line
of battle at an average distance of three-fourths of a mile from the scene
of my bivouac of last night. The left of this line (opposite Wood’s and
Polk’s brigades) stretched through a large cedar brake; the right (oppo-
gite Liddell’s and Johnson’s) through open ground. In many parts of
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the brake the enemy found natural breastworks of limestone rock. In
the open ground he covered most of his line behind a string of fence.
Opposite my left, where the ground was open, a second line of the enemy,
supported by artillery, could be seen a short distance in rear of his first.
Here was my first important fight of the day. It extended aloug my
whole line, and was participated in by McNuir’s brigade, of McCown’s
division, which had been placed on my left, and which a few moments
before had surprised and driven the enemy from the ground over which
my left had passed. The fight was short and bloody, lasting about
twenty-five minutes, when the enemy gave way, both in the cedars and
open ground, and fled back on his second line, which was immediately
encountere:l in the woods, pastures, and open ground in rear of his
former position. His second line soon gave way, and b:*h went off to-
gether. My first fight may be said to have ended bere. 1!~ results were
important.

The Eighth Arkansas, of Liddell’s brigade, captured two stand of
colors. They were handed to Colonel [Johu H.| Kelly on the field by
Private James Riddle, of Company C, and Corpl. N. A. Horn, of Com-
pany E. In the rapid pursuit which followed, Colonel Kelly could not
carry them ; they were left on the field, and, I fear, appropriated by some
person who had no title to them.

The Second Arkansas [Infantry], of Liddell’s brigade, again encoun-
tered and defeated the Twenty-second Indiana(the same regiment it had
80 severely handled at the battle of Perryville), wounding and capturing
its lieutenant-colonel. This brigade also captured tworifled cannon, with
suitable ammunition ; these Lieutenant Shaunnon added to his battery,
and used on the enemy at subsequent periods of the battle. In.Johnson’s
brigade, the Seventeenth Tennessee charged and captured a battery of
four guns. In Wood’s brigade, the Sixteenth Alabama wounded and
captured the colonel and killed the lieutenant-colonel and major of the
One hundred and first Ohio. My losses were very severe, especially on
my left wing, where Johnson’s and Liddell’s brigades suffered more thau
in all the subsequent fighting of the day. InJohuson’s brigade, Colonel
[A. 8.] Marks, of the Seventeenth Tennessee (one of the best officers
in the division), was severely wounded. Major [H. C.] Ewin, Forty-
fourth Tennessee, was mortally wounded. Colonel [Moses] White and
Lieutenant-Colonel [R. D.] Frayser, Thirty-seventh Tenuessee, were
wounded. Colonel [J. M.] Hughs, Twenty-fifth Teunessee, was wounded.
In Polk’s brigade, Majors [C. H.] Carlton and [R. A.] Duncan, Fifteenth
and Thirteenth Arkansas, were wounded. In Wood’s brigade, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel [A. H.] Helvenston and Major [J. H.] McGaughy, Sixteenth
Alabama, were wounded. In all, nine field officers, and a proportionate
nuwber of company officers, non-commissioned officers, aud privates
were killed or wounded in this fight.

My division was now engaged in a rapid, butv not very orderly, pur-
suit of the enemy, which was continued until a fresh line of his infantry
and artillery came in view. This line was drawn up ou the south side of,
and paraliel to, the Wilkinson turnpike, its right resting in open woods,
its left in open fields. Tt checked or pushed back portions of my com-
mand, which, in the ardor of pursuit, had advanced beyond the general
line. My whole division (the right of Johnson’s brigade, which had de-
layed to replenish its ammunition, excepted) again engaged the enemy.
Advancing steadily in the face of a heavy fire of infantry aund artillery,
Liddell’s brigade, and the Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade,
drove back the enemy’s right. Wood’s and Polk’s brigades eucountered
a more obstinate and protracted resistance to the open fields where they
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fought; but here, too, success again rewarded the bravery of my meu.
The enemy were driven across the Wilkinson pike, and took refuge in
the woods and heavy cedar brake on the north side. In this fight I cap-
tured 2 hospitals, nearly 1,000 prisoners, a train of amimunition wagons,
1 piece of artillery, 3 or 4 caissouns, and 2 wagons loaded with medical
stores. The Federal General [J. W.] Sill was killed near one of the
hospitals. The Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade, and the
Second A ‘kansas, of Liddell’s brigade, contend for the honor of having
first, captured the hospital and killed General Sill.

My line was now far advanced beyond that of Withers and Cheatham.
I began to discover from the firing that 1 was getting in rear of the
right flank of the enemy’s center My right wing and left center were
exposed to a heavy enfilading fire as they crossed the open ground near
the turnpike from a powerful battery planted near the north side of the
pike. Captain Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery, placed Darden’s and
[J. H.] Calvert’s batteries in positiou, and boldly attacked the Parrott
and rifled artillery of the enemy. Wood’s brigade having moved back
to get a fresh supply of ammunition, Brigadier-General Polk moved
forward, but was forced by the enfilading fire to change front forward
on his first battalion, so as to place his line at right angles to the pike
and facing eastwardly. This done, he advanced and attacked the sup-
ports of the battery, while Hotchkiss, though greatly overmatched in
pumber and caliber of guns, continued to fire on them. The evemy
abandoned the position, leaving several pieces of artillery, The Fifth
Confederate and First Arkansas passed through and beyond these guns,
and fairly deserve the honor of havijg captured them. Colonel [P. B.]
Hawkins, of the Eleventh Kentucky, commandiug a Federal brigade,
was killed by the First Arkansas [Infantry] during this fight. Relieved

< of the enfilading fire, Brigadier-General Polk again changed front and
resumed his original line of advance.

In the mean time Wood’s brigade had come up and been ordered by
me to the left of Polk’s brigade. Johnson’s brigade had also come up,
and, like Polk’s, had been forced by the enfilading fire to change front.
I had ordered Brigadier-General Johnson to throw forward a strong
company of sharpshooters and advance on the battery to Polk’s assist-
ance ; but just at this time the firing ceased, and I discovered the en-
emy had been driven back, as before stated. I then changed the direc-
tion of Johnson’s advance to correspoud with Polk’s, and moved his
brigade on the right of Polk’s, whose guns were again heard in conflict
with the enemy. Ou examination, I found the eneny bad made another
stand in a heavy cedar brake north of the Wilkinson pike, aud in front
of where my right crossed it. He had again found natuaral breastworks
of limestone rock, and covered most of his line behind them. He made
an obstinate and destructive resistance, during which Polk’s brigade
suffered a severe repulse; but he was finally dislodged and driven from
the cedars. Toward the close of this fight, Smith’s brigade, of Cheat-

_ham’s division, under command of Colonel [A. J.] Vaughan, [jr.,] came
up on my left and rendered us material assistance. -

In this fight Sergeant Lovin, of the Third Confederate Regiment, of
Wood’s brigade, captured a stand of colors, which I herewith transmit.
Lieut. Col. Don McGregor, of the First Arkansas, fell wortally wounded,
and Major [J. T.] McReyunolds, the last field officer of the Thirty-seventh
Tennessee, was mortally wounded.

The commanding officersof Brigadier-General Wood’s regiments again
reported their ammunition expended; he moved the brigade in rear of the
Wilkinson pike to procure a supply. While there information reached
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General Hardee that the enemy was threatening our left flank
ordered Wood's brigade to remain in the rearaudg[)x'ottxct the tl“d,i;l::n('}‘l}]i:
was the smallest pngade I had, numbering on the morning of the fight
not over 1,100 officers and men. It was without a battery, as before
gxpla.med i was on the extreme right of my line (the most exf)osed posi-
{:219%5101‘) to the time of crossing the pike, and at this time did not num-
The enemy was now driven out of the cedars in our fro
right of my division be still remained undisturbed, and ::].st’lk:.:;agg taltl:
;elllp(ed to advance I found myseif flanked on the lzight and again ex:
posed to an enfilading fire. I therefore determined to advance on a line
tarther to the left, and where my right flank would not be so fearfully
exposed. With this view, [ ordered Geueral Johnson to move hisbrigade
to the left, where Liddell’s brigad« would again counect with k;im €
5 F,ut here it would be proper to give a statement of the doings o.f Lid-
ell’s brigade since last mentioned as having driven back a line of th
enemy on the south side of the Wilkinson pike. While my other bri adeg
inclined to the right, as stated, Brigadier-General Liddell woved (%ia o-
nally to the ieft for a considerable distance through open woods. He n%et
the enemy on the far edge of these woods and drove him over the crest
of the high ground beyond. Throwing forward skirmishers, it was found
he had made apother stand in the valley of Overall’s Creek, 400 or 500
yards beyond thecrest. Liddell moved his battery to thecrestand drove
bim b@ck uqtll Le disappeared from view behind the embankmeut of the
Nashville railroad. KFrom the high point where his battery uow was, Lid-
dell was in full view of the Nashville turnpike and the enemy’s tlza.ins
{E\l( f)[‘wned "‘\'lth his artillery on one portion of the train, while Generai
\Wharton, with the cavalry, charged avother. The trains disappeared in
lhaste and confusion. At this time LiddelUs brigade was the extreme left
of the infantry of the army, and there was a gap of threc.quarters of a
mile between his right and the left of the other portion of the division
I determined to unite the division opposite this gap and advance I
ordered Johnson to move on the left ot Polk’s brigade, and at the séune
time sent orders to Brigadier-General Liddell to move bis brigade by the
right flank until he had reconnected with Johnson’s brigade. g
Wh’lle these commands were being executed, I met a brigade of Mec-
g;):}*n sttdlvnsxon retreating in great disorder. I th.nk this brigade must
- \fl :ed(.m]l)md to advance through the gap in my division and been
By moving inward and uniting in the gap mentioned, my divisi
again a‘d_va nced on a line midway between thepdivcrging lines )\vhilZIIJb;gg
two portions had before pursued. I advinced with four brigades, dis-
posed astollows: Polk’s brigade on the right, Liddell’s on the left Smith’s
brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the right center, Johnson’s (he left cen-
ter. I bad not woved 100 yards when Liddell’s brigade became hotl
engaged with a line of the enemy drawn up across a neck of woods aﬁg
prolonged into the fields on each side. This, I thir.k, wasa continuation
to plﬁe left of the same line which my other brigades liad defeated farther
“f). {4 e ‘nght,, or it may have been the line which had caused the repulse
of McCown’s division (just mentioned) and which was pursuning. How-
c{;e.r_tlns be, Liddell met the enemy here in force and engaged inbthe most
g ﬁtma-tely contested and (to the enemy) most destructive fight which
ad yet occurred. Not until Liddell had closed within 25 pages of him
w%lggloth? I;ioxl"lt-lon fOfllllis}E]ine in the woods give way.
ionel Kelly, of the Eighth Ark : ) b i
tho Sixth and Seventh Arkgansa.s. W;'lzas?(’n?t?geg(ﬁgggl L
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Lieutenant-Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, bore the
colors of his regiment through the hottest of the fight, and by his own
bright example encouraged his men to despise danger.

J. K. Leslie, a brave and intelligent private of Company C, of this
regiment, captured a beautiful stand of colors belonging to one of the
enemy’s regiments of regulars. This flag I also herewith transmit.

The enemy gave way and fled, leaving a large number of dead behind
him. Johnson’s, Smith’s, and Polk’s brigades moved rapidly in pursuit,
obliquing to the left as they advanced. Liddell rapidly reformed his line
and followed, en échelon, about 100 yards in rear of Johnson. My orders,
frequently received from General Hardee during the day, being to push
the enemy, and, if possible,give him no time to rally or select positions,
I did not halt the division or lose any time in rectifying distances or
alignments. The line had not advanced a quarter of a mile when a fresh
line of the enemy was discovered in open fields. He was supported by
numerous and well-served batteries. = At this time I had but one bat-
tery (Liddell’s). Polk’s could not follow through the heavy woods and
Johnsow’s had been ordered by General Hardee to remain in reserve
near the Wilkinson pike. My line advanced steadily, pouring in a deadly
fire, and drove the enemy across a small dirt road. That portion of his
line opposite Johnson rallied behind a fence on the far side of the dirt
road, but was driven from there also, when his whole line disappeared
in the cedar woods, which here border the Nashville pike, and were close
behind him. Still another line of the enemy showed itself on the edge
of these cedars. A heavy fire of small-arms was immediately directed
upou bim. He fled back in the woods, leaving the ground in front of
Johnson’s brigade thickly covered+with dead and wounded. Following
up their success, our men gained the edge of the cedars—Johnson’s bri-
vade capturing a battery of Parrott guns—and were almmost on the Nash
ville turnpike, in rear of the original center of Rosecrans’ army, sweep-
ing with their fire his only line of communication with Nashville; but it
was now after 3 o’clock ; my men had had little or no rest the night be-
fove; they bad been fighting since dawn, without relief, food, or water ;
they were comparatively without the support of artillery, for the ad-
vance had been too rapid to enable my single battery to get in position
and answer the enemy ; their ammunition was again nearly exhausted,
and our ordnance trains could not follow.

At this critical moment the enemy met my thinned ranks with another
fresh line of battle, supported by a heavier and closer artillery fire than
I had yet encountered. A report also spread, which I believe was true,
that we were flanked on the right. This was more than our men could
stand.  Smith’s brigade was driven back in great confusion. Polk’s and
Johnsow’s followed.  As omr broken ranks went back over the fields be-
fore tlie fire of this fresh Line, the enemy opened fire on our right flank
from several batteries which they had concentrated on an eminence near
ihe railroad, inflicting a heavier loss on Poil’s brigade than it had suf

icred inall the previous tighting of thie day. The division was rallied
on the edge of the opposite woods, about 400 yards in rear of the scene

of disaster, though some of the meu could not be stopped uutil they
reached the Wilkinson pike.  Liddell’s brigade, en échelon on iny extreme
lett, was not engaged in this last fight and was moved back in good order
to the line where theother brigades rallied.  1Iere I reformed my divis-
ion as rapidly as possibie, Polk’s brigade on the right, Johnson’s in the
center, aud Liddel’s on the left. A fresh sapply of ammunition was
served out, and I waited in mowentary expectation for an advance of the
enemy in overwhelming force.  He never advanced a foot, and the ques.
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tion presented itself, Ought I to again advance? I was now 1n posses-
sion of 3 miles of ground conquered from the enemy, large nmpbers of
prisoners, cannon, and small-arms. Another repulse, and I mlg.hg 1050
all these and cause the demoralization and destruction of my division.
[ immediately reported the situation to General Hardee, and was or-
dered by him to hold the ground I had won, rest, and reorganize my
division and await further orders. Pushing my pickets well forward, I
bivouacked in line of battle on the same line which the division rallied
on after the repulse.

On the morning of January 1, there were rumors that the enemy was
retreating. [ was ordered by General Hardee to push forward, feel the
enemy, and ascertain the true state of affairs in our front. Liddell’s
brigade was moved forward and to the left, and drove the enemy’s skir-
mishers back at least a quarter of a mile, and beyond a white house
used as a Federal hospital, and situated on the small dirt road near
which our last fight of the day before occurred. )

During this fight Lieutenant-Colonel [F. J.] Cameron, Sixth and Sev-
enth Arkansas Regiment, was wounded. ‘ ) )

Liddell again swept the Nashville turnpike with his artillery, and
greatly disturbed the enemy’s traius, which could be seen on and near
it. Receiving another message from General Hardee to the effect that
he had ordered me to feel the enemy, and could not hear my guns, and
at the same time receiving information from General Liddell that he
was in line of battle near the hospital just mentioned, and needed im-
mediate support on his right, I ordered General Wood to move his bri-
gade forward cautiously, and support Liddell on the right, but I also
informed him that the object was merely to ascertain whether the en-
emy was still in force in our front, not to bring on a general battle.
Wood’s brigade moved forward, and I moved Johnson’s skirmishers
forward en échelon on Wood’s right flank, so as to protect him as much
as possible. Wood’s brigade formed line close to the dirt road last men-
tioned, and immediately became hotly engaged with a very large force
of the enemy, which advanced on him out of the cedars where our repulse
of the dayybefore occurred. He found that Liddell was not on his
left, as expected, having previously fallen back; he also discovered that
the enemy were flanking him on the left with another heavy force. At
this time he received an order direct from General Hardee not to bring
on a general battle. He ceased firing and fell back, leaving several
killed and wounded on the ground. Some of the men of the Forty-fifth
Mississippi Regiment had gone so far ahead that retreat was impossible;
they remained where they were, and fell into the hands of the enemy.
Wood must have lost nearly 100 in killed, wounded, and prisoners in
this fight. It was now clear the enemy was still in force in my front,
and 1 so reported it. .

On Friday morning, January 2, I was satisfied that the enemy was
fortifying his position. On consultation with my brigade pommauders,
I addressed a note to General Hardee, which I requested him to forward
to General Bragg, stating this important fact, and that I feared, if my
single, and now reduced, line was pushed on the enemy in his fortified
position, the result would prove very disastrous, but that I believed 1
could hold a defensible position against any assault of the enemy.

Semple’s battery rejoined me on the 1st. On the 2d, Friday evening,
I was ordered to send four of his guns to support an attack about to be
made by Major-General Breckinridge’s division. My acting chief of ar-
tillery, Captain Hotchkiss, having been twice wounded while gallantly
discharging his duty, I ordered him to quit the feld (which he reluc-
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