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tantly did) and directed Captain Semple to act as chief of artillery. Cap-
taiL Semple sent four of his 12-pounders, under Lieutenant [E. J.] Fitz-
patrick, to General Breckinridge’s division. In the desperate conflict
which took place on the right that evening, this battery bore a conspic-
uous part. Out of 45 men and officers, 20 were killed and wounded ;
among them Lieut. Joseph Pollard, who is represented as having fought
most bravely, and only yielded when his leg and arm were both brokeu;
14 horses were killed and wounded, and one piece of artillery was lost.
For details of the noble conduct of this battery in the fight, I refer you
to the report of Captain Semple, herewith sent.

About 11 o’clock that night the enemy made a reconnaissance in force
in front of my division; he was driven back by my skirmishers. Imme-
diately afterward I received orders to withdraw my pickets and resume
the position held by me on the morning of December 30, on the right of
the army, in rear of Breckinridge’s division. Here I remained, endur-
ing the incessant cold rain of that night and next day, until 11 p. m. of
the 3d, when I commenced retreating on Manchester.

After the battles of Wednesday, I collected a large number of guns
and sent them to General Bragg’s chief of ordnance. I also got several
artillery horses, with which I replaced most of the disabled horses in my
batteries; also a large quantity of artillery ammunition, harness, and
other articles necessary in batteries.

To the courage and patriotism of the officers and men, the good disci-
pline which existed among them, and the unexpected suddenness of the
attack, are alone due the success which attended my advance upon the
enemy’s right. With the exceptionlof the wheel of my division, directed
by General Hardee, on the morniifg of the great battle, there was no
strategic movement attempted. It was one determined charge, some-
times checked, and even repulsed, by the enemy; sometimes delayed to
procure a fresh supply of ammunition, but ever renewed and successful,
until McCook’s Federal corps of 18,000 men, composing the right wing
of Rosecrans’ army, had been swept away, and two or three lines of his
successors had shared the same fate.

To Brigadier-Generals Johnson, Wood, and Polk,and Colonel Vaughan,
commanding Smith’s brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the country is
indebted for their great exertions on this occasion. Brigadier-General
Liddell led his brigade with a skill, courage, and devotion which, I believe,
saved my left lank from being turned by the enemy.

I found the following officers of my staff very efficient in this battle;
they were at their posts all the time, and discharged their difficult
duties with a courage, promptuness, and intelligence not often equaled,
viz: Col. W. W. Kirkland, chief of staff; Maj.Calhoun Beuham, assist-
antinspector-general; Capt. Irving A. Buck,assistant adjutant-general;
Lieuts. J. W. Jetton and J. K. Dixon (the latter was wounded); Capt.
T. R. Hotchkiss (wounded); John M. Johnson, chief surgeon; Surg. J. H.
Erskine, chief inspector. Dr. Johnson showed the same zeal, courage,
and energy in this battle which has distinguished him on every other
occasion, and made me feel that my division was very fortunate in having
secured his services.

In addition to the officers aud men already mentioned in my report,
the following officers and men have been brought to my notice for dis-
tinguished services on the field. I hope it will be considered no dispar-
agement of the services of other brave men of my division, some of whom
laid down their lives or lost limbs on this field, if their gallant deeds
have beeun overlooked in this report.

In Wood’s brigade I must specially mention the following officers and
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men of the Sixteenth Alabama, viz: Col. W. B. Wood and Adjt. B. A.
Wilson (wounded) ; Captain|[William] Bodges, Company F ; Lieutenant
C.] Davis, Company B; Lieutenant [G. W. W.J Jones, Company G;

ieutenant [G.] Pride, Company A ; Lieutenant [C. F.) Carson, Company
C, who remained fighting after he was wounded ; Lieutenant %) 0]
Warren, Company F; Lieutenant [Thomas J.] Salter, Company D, who
was wounded, but returned to the field the moment his wound was
dressed; Sergt. Maj. Robert H. Cherry and Private Harvey G. Sargent,
of Company H; Privates William Boyce and James Peeden, of Company
C; Sergeant Bowen, Company H; Sergt. H. W. Rutland, Company A ;
Privates Peter White, Company ¥ ; Robert Williams, Company B, and
H. D. Smith, Company A ; the latter, wounded in both legs, deserves
promotion. In the Forty-fiftth Mississippi: Lieutenant-Colonel [R.]
Charlton, Major [E. F.] Nunn, Adjt. Frank Foster, jr., Sergeants As-
berry, Doolittle, Morrison, Vaughan, Stewart, Lieut. G. W. Williams,
Sergeant-Major Kern, Corporals Mallett, Hackler, and Read, and Pri-
vate McChadiu. Corporal Read voluuteered to carry the colors after
the color-bearer had been shot down. He is well qualified as an officer,
and ought to Le promoted. In the Thirty-third Alabama: Colonel
[Samuel] Adams, Captains [W. E.] Dodson and Thomas Seay (severely
wounded, in advance), Sergeant-Major Mizell (mortally wounded), Corpl.
Isaac R. Smith, Company C; Sergeant Stewart, Company H ; Privates
Byrd, Company 1; Foster, Company I, and Riley, Company D. Inthe
Third Confederate: Major [J. F.] Cameron. Wood’s Sharpshooters: Cap-
tain &A. T.] Hawkins.

Poli’s Brigade.—In Fifth Confederate: Col. J. A. Smith and Adjt. F.
T. Smith. In First Arkansas: Colonel [John W.] Colquitt, Lieut. Col.
Don McGregor, Adjt. S. N. Greenwood, Captain [William A.] Alex-
ander, Company B (woanded); Captain [W. H.] Scales, Company C
(wounded) ; Captain [O. F.] Parrish, Company D (wounded); Lieut.
John E. Letson (wounded); Corpls. Green M. McKenzie, Company A
(killed); John S.T. Hewphill, Company B (wounded); Privates G. W.
Sallee, Company C; J. C. Bogy, Company D ; W. W. Chaney, Company
E; Hardee J.Bullion, Company I',and A. P.Green, Company G (killed);
James Beeson, Company H ; John H. Curd, Company I (killed); Ocean
C. Choat, Company K (killed). In Thirteenth and IFifteenth Arkan-
sas: Capt. Thomas H. Osborne, Companies B and H, Fifteenth Arkan-
sas; Lieut. John Dolan, Company A, Thirteenth Arkansas, ought to be
promoted ; Color-bearer Felix E. Lipe, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded);
First Sergt. J. M. Harkleroad, Company F, Ififteenth Arkansas; Pri-
vate Williamn Sandford, Company E, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded),
ought to be promoted ; Lieut. William [H.] Pearce and Captain [W. H.]
Kinsey, Fifteenth Arkansas. In Fifth Tennessee: Col. B. J. Hill, well
worthy of promotion. Calvert’s Battery: Joseph Lemon, color-bearer,
deserves promotion.

Liddells Brigade—In Second Arkansas: Lieutenants [H. C.] Collier
and [B. L.}Clegg, I fear killed ; Lieutenant Colonel [Reuben I.] Harvey,
Captain [J. K] Phillips, Company I¥, ought to be promoted ; Lieuten-
ants [C. S.] Emerson, Company A ; [M. D.] Brown, Company K, and
kR. E.] Smith, Company G. In Eighth Arkansas: Adjutant [H. J.]

1cCurdy, a brave youung sold er (killed) ; Lieutenant [S. B.] Cole, Com-
pany I; Lieut. Calvin East, Company I ; Lieut. T. H. Beard, Company
F (killed); Lieutenant [W. M.] Bass, Company E; Captain [W. H.]
Lankford, Company A ; Lieutenant [B. A.] Terrctt, Company K. In
Fifth Arkansas: Captain éA. B.]WWushingwu, Cowmpany K ; Privates
John Atkinson, Company C; B. W. Maret, Company I, and C. Mattix,
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Company F. This soldier was too badly wounded to carry his gun. He
asked to be allowed to carry the colors, and did so through the rest of
the day. Three color-bearers had been shot down previously. In Sixth
and Seventh Arkansas: Captain [J. W.] Martin, Lieutenant [J. A.]
Reeves, and Captain [S. C.] Brown, ever foremost in leading thcir men;
Captains [J. G.] Fletcher, [W. E.] Wilkerson, and [M. M.] Duffie
(wounded) ; Sergeant-Major Eddins, Sergeant Bratton, Company H;
Private Hulse, Company K ; the color-bearer, whose name has not been
furnished to me.

Johnson’s Brigade.—In Twenty-fifth Tennessee: Capt. A. Green,
Company G; Capt. G. H. Swope, Company H; First Lieut. D. S.
Walker, Company D. In Forty-fourth Tennessee: Maj. H. C. Ewin
and Capt. Samuel Stiles, Company A ; Adjt. R. G. Cross, Lieutenants
F. M.] Kelso, Company B; [J. W.] Dickins, Company C; [W. H.]

ibbs, Company F; A.P. Forester, Company K (wounded); Color-
Sergt. M. J. Turner and Corpl. I. S. Berry, Company I (wounded);
Corpl. John W. Gill, Company F (killed) ; Privates J. D. Stone, Com-
pany B; S. G. Heflin, Company C (killed); B. P. Hargroves, Company
E (wounded); James D. Crenshaw, Company H (wounded), and J. M.
Sellers, Company K. In Twenty-third Tennessee: Capt. N. R. Allen,
Company E; Capt. W. H. Harder, Company G ; Privates Henry C.
Haynes, Company E, and Stephen M. Foster, Company C. In Seven:
teenth Tennessee : Adjt. Janes [B.] Fitzpatrick.

I wish to call particular attention to the gallant conduct of Sergt.
William N. Cameron, color-bearer of Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regiment.
In the last fight he advanced in frosit of his regiment so far that when
it fell back he was unable to follow, and was captured. He tore the
colors from the staff, concealed them upon his person, and made his
escape from Bowling Green, bringing with him the flag of the Twenty-
fifth Tennessee Regiment.

In conclusion, I would state that I carried into the fight 6,045 men,
out of which I lost 2,081 killed, wounded, and missing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. R. CLEBURNE,
Major-General.
Maj. T. B. Roy,
Chief of Staff, Hardee's Corps.

No. 254.

Report of Brig. Gen. Lucius E. Polk, C. 8. Army, commanding Firgt Bri-
gade.

HEADQUARTERS POLK’S BRIGADE,
January 13, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to circular of January 10, I submit the following
report of the operations of my brigade in the battle before Murfreesbor-
ough :

My brigade was arranged in the following order from left to right:
Fifth Confederate, First Arkansas [Infantry], Second and Fifth Ten-
nessee, and Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkansas Regiments.

On the evening of December 30, 1862, I received orders from the divis-
ion commaunder to move my brigade from its position (tlie extreme right
of our line of battle) across Stone’s River to the left of General Cheat-
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ham’s division. This having been accomplished by 9 o’clock at night,
I remained in line of battle until nearly 7 o’clock on the morning of the
31st. At that time I again received orders from division commander to
wheel my command to the right, keeping the right connected with Gen-
eral Cheatham’s left. General Cheatham’s division not moving at same
moment, I found if I attempted to keep with his line I should become
separated from the division, then advancing. General Wood,about this
time, having been ordered to my right by Lieutenant-General Hardee,
and General Cheatham having commenced to move up, I continued my
move, gaining ground slightly to the left. About 7.30 o’clock, and before
I had moved more than 700 yards, I received word from Colonel [B. J.]
Hill that my right had commenced to engage the enemy in a grove of
cedars near the old Franklin dirt road. I did not believe at first that
the enemy could be so near us, having understood that we were support-
ing General McCown. Riding to the place, I was received by a volley
from the enemy, resulting in the severe wounding of my orderly (Mike
Connell). In afew moments my entire line advanced across the Frank-
lin dirt road, entered this cedar brake, and engaged the enemy all along
the line. In a very short time, by the aid of Captain [J. H.] Calvert’s
battery, we succeeded in driving the enemy out of the cedars in great
confusion. Here Major Carlton, Captain Dixon, and Lieut. William H.
Pearce, Fifteenth Arkansas Regiment, were wounded while gallantly
leading their men.

Following them closely as we could, we encountered them again in a
woods pasture immediately in our front, in direction of Wilkinson Cross-
Roads pike. After a few moments fighting, we succeeded in breaking
their lines, and again they fell back in much confusion. From this posi-
tion, after having reformed my line, I advanced in & line parallel to Wil-
kinson pike, General Wood on my right and General Johnson on my left
en échelon, with the exception of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regimeut
(which was in advance) of his (Johnson’s) brigade. Advancing through
the pasture, the enemy were seen posted across an open field near one
of their hospitals and only a few hundred yards of the pike. My brigade
was obliged to move across this open field with the enemy’s artillery and
infantry playing upon them. This they did most gallantly, causing the
enemy to fall back across the pike under heavy undergrowth of cedars.
Getting possession at this place of four or five ordnance wagons, which
were sent to the rear, I again moved on, but did not proceed far when
the enemy’s batteries, posted across a corn-field on the right of the pike,
commenced playing fearfully upon my ranks. Here Captain [Charles
P.] Moore, Second Tennessee, was killed, and many other officers of that
regiment. (See Colonel [W. D.] Robison’s report.*)

The battery was so placed, by moving straight forward my liue would
have been enfiladed. To prevent this, my brigade was wheeled to the
right. At this time, Captain Hotchkiss sending me word that he had
three batteries that required supporting, I left two of my smallest regi-
ments and moved the rest farther to the left, for the purpose of trying
to move the enemy’s batteries. The Fifth Confederate here first en-
gaged the infantry supporting these batteries, and in a few moments
(the First Arkansas arriving in position) their infantry gave way and
their batteries changed their position, with the exception of four guns
that tell into the hands of the Fifth Confederate and Iirst Arkansas,
and in eagerness of pursuit were passed over.

From this place 1 moved on with my brigade, the regiments left in

* Not found.
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The fifth position was in the field west of the enemy’s concentrated
artillery, where we fought them until we had exhausted our ammuni-
tion, losing in this engagement one of our bravest and most expert No
1 cannoneers. The enemy turned a triple number of pieces upon us, and
the missiles of death fell among us singing, whizzing, bursting, and crash-
ing through the trees, asif Mount Vesuvius had at one instant poured
all its pent-up furies into our midst. Our escape from beneath those
powerful guns was fortunate, if not miraculous.

The sixth and last action was near that same intertwined and matted
grove of cedars. Here also the contest was unequal. It wasin this
engagement that Lieutenant Fitzpatrick lost hisleft hand by a canister,
and a cannoneer’s head was shot off,and a number of horses were killed,
and one howitzer slightly damaged. Finding that we could not move
the enemy from his strong position, and that smooth-bore guns could
not cope with Parrott and rifled guns, we withdrew from the contest.

The battery lost 3 men killed, 1 officer and 4 men wounded, 10 horses
killed and wounded, and 4 sets of harness. We drove the Abolitionists
from three positions, and in turn were driven from a like number.

The officers on Wednesday, the 31st, passed through the battle-storm
with cool and lofty courage, and the men stood firmly to their guns, and
showed their devotion to their country’s cause by overcoming and extin-
guishing fear.

Respectfully, yours,
THOMAS J. KEY,
[Lieutenant] Commanding Helena Battery.

5
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No. 256.

Report of Brig. Gen. St. John R. Liddell, C. 8. Army, commanding Second
Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS LIDDELL’S BRIGADE,
Wartrace, Tenn., January 10, 1863.

MAJORr: On the evening of the 30th ultimo my command was placed,
by order of Major-General Cleburne, on the extreme left of the division,
on the prolongation of Major-General Cheatham’s line, with orders to
move, by continued change of direction, to the right, to conform to the
movements of General Cheatham’s command in advancing upon the
enemy. The line of battle I judge to have been over 24 miles in length,
and my movements had necessarily to be rapid to keep pace with the
wheel of the line of battle, the pivot being on the right. This move-
ment commenced a little after daylight, and after marching about 1 mile
we came upon a brigade of Major-General McCown, which had just re-
pulsed a regiment of the enemy. In a moment’s conversation with Gen-
eral McCown, he wished me to take position in advance, as his men were
somewhat exhausted by the fight. I proposed, instead, that he should
move by the left lank and allow me to move up in line with his com-
mand, thus placing him on my left, which was readily consented to and
done. We then moved forward in line, ard almost immediately engaged
the enemy. This, I suppose, was about 8.30 a. m. My battery was im-
mediately placed in position on an eminence in rear of the line,and opened
fire upon the enemy, who were posted behind a fence in front of us, about
76 yards distant, with another line 150 yards farther in their rear, in the

Ouar. XXXT1.] THE S’IfONE’S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 857

woods, from which position they had heavy batteries playing upon our
line. After a contest lasting about half an hour, we repulsed the front
line, driving it back upon the second, which also gave way tpon our
approach, after a short struggle. Here I lost sight of Brigadier-General
Johnson’s left, and continued to move straight forward against the
enemy, with General McCown still on my left. We continued the pur-
suit, constantly skirmishing, until we reached a house, which was after-
ward found to be a hospital, where we re-engaged and drove back the
enemy’s second line of defense. My battery was here pushed forward
within 60 yards of the hospital, and fired upon the retreating foe, now
crossing the Wilkinson turnpike. My men continued the pursuit across
the turnpike, when they were halted to wait for ammunition, to obtain
which I dispatched Lieutenant [J. L.] Bostick, my aide-de-camp, to Gen-
eral McCown, who was near a house some 300 yards to the left of the
hospital, with his command. Meanwhile my own ammunition arrived
and supplied me.

In passing the hospital in advance, I was called upon by the Yankee
officers to protect them, as there were a great many prisoners and
wounded men in and around it and among the numerous tents in the
inclosure. I left one man in charge of it, and told him to proclaim it as
under my protection, and then passed on with my brigade. I refused
taking any prisoners, as I did not wish to be delayed in my forward
movement, or to lose the men necessary to guard them, but ordered
prisoners reporting to me to remain there or move to the rear and pro-
claim themselves as my prisoners. I do not know what became of them
afterward, though I think they were subsequently taken by General
Johnson’s brigade. It was at this point, in rear of the hospital, that
the Federal General Sill was killed by the Second Arkansas Regiment
gnfantry], while being engaged with the enemy at the hospital, Colonel

ovan ordering his men to fire at officers on horses near the building.
I forgot to mention that in the first engagement [Lieutenant-]JColonel
[Thomas B.] Tanner, T'wenty-second Indiana Regiment, was left wounded
on the field and became a prisoner.

The brigade being now supplied with ammunition, after having crossed
the Wilkinson turnpike, was rapidly pushed forward through the woods
a quarter of a mile or more, and coming up with the enemy on the edge
of a field, which opened in view of a church, in some open woods on
Overall’s Creek, some 500 yards distant on our left, and engaged him,
driving him in confusion over the crest of a hill beyond. Finding my-
self alone at this point, with no support on my right or left, I halted my
command in the woods near the fence, and threw forward a line of skir-
mishers to reconnoiter and develop the enemy, not then visible from our
position. Lieuts. J. M. Dulin and [J. L.] Bostick, of my staff, who had
gone forward with the skirmishers, immediately returned and reported
the enemy in line of battle in the valley of Overall’s Creek, some 400 or
500 yards distant from the crest of the hill. T at once ordered forward
my battery to the crest of the hill, and directed it to fire upon him, as I
was in good supporting distance with the brigade. This was done with
decided effect, resulting in turning the enemy back and driving him from
view behind the railroad embankment. The turnpike road at this time
was filled with trains of wagons moving in the direction of Nashville,
which the Texas cavalry charged, and I ordered the battery to fire upon
that part of the train to the right of the cavalry, which caused the train
to break in confusion and seek shelter behind the embankment of the
railroad. While this change of route by the enemy was taking place, I
continued firing as long as any of the train and enemy appeared in view.
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I then returned with the battery to my command in the woods and moved
by the right flank until I got in sight of Brigadier-General Johnson’s
command, which by this time had come up from the Wilkinson road.
Pending this movement, General McCown passed by me, saying he would
move his command to the right, which I suppose he did, as I saw no more
of him, thus leaving me on the extreme left, which, in effect, had been
*he case ever since passing the hospital near the Wilkinson turnpike,
a8 | saw no force on my left after that time. I may here state that my
position inclined me, in wheeling with the line of battle, to pass off at
a tangent from it toward the left, and I was, consequently, often com-
pelled to move back by the right flank to regain my place in the line.

After rejoining General Johnson’s left, I moved forward, and almost
immediately engaged the enemy, whose right laid across a neck of
woods, the left being behind a fence in front of my right. After a very
severe engagement of some twenty minutes, we repulsed him on our
right, throwing him into confusion, he still, however, maintaining his
ground upon our left, on which we concentrated the fire of the Fifth,
Sixth, and Eighth Arkansas Regiments, soon breaking, after a sharp
contest, his line at that point also. It was here that Lieuntenant-Colonel
Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas Regiment, took the colors of his regi-
ment and gallantly bore them to the front, encouraging his men to the
contest. A beautiful stand of United States colors was captured by
Private J. K. Leslie, of his regiment. The brigade still continued to
move steadily on, constantly firing upon the broken ranks of the enemy,
and, upon reaching a point about opposite a white building on a hill on
our left, I ordered my battery forward, and rode to this building with a
view of placing it in position to opén on the enemy’s right.

‘While waiting for the battery to come up, I captured an ambulance
and two horses belonging to Colonel [Wilham L.] Stoughton, Eleventh
Missouri [Michigan] Volunteers, and Major [B. I.] Doughty, [Eleventh]
Michigan Volunteers, which officers, I suppose, had been wounded and
brought to the hospital. Here, again, the officers of the hospital asked
my protection, and I gave them my name and took the building under
my charge. While this was occurring, which was in an incredibly short
space of time, I discovered our lines breaking rapidly to the rear, al-
though there was but little firing going on at the time. I immediately
galloped to the rear, to head off the stragglers and check the retreat,
not knowing what was the cause of this sudden movement. On halting
and rallying the stragglers, I found that they were General Johnson’s
men, who were passing in rear of my line, and were retreating toward
my position, on the left. I directed them toward the right to their
proper place, and, riding rapidly in that direction myself, I met with
General Johnson in search of his men, who told me that my brigade was
not far distant in the neck of woods; and upon going in the direction
indicated, I found it in line, the colors in place, with the men rallied on
the line. In the confusion of the retreat, while I was at the Yankee
hospital, on the left, General Johnson’s men had gotten between me and
my brigade, they having fallen back on my position, causing me to mis-
take them for my own. My brigade fell back to the original position
from which I had advanced in this last attack, after joining General
Johnson in moving to the right from the direction of Overall’s Creek,
as before mentioned.

On inquiryas to the cause of thisretrograde movement, Colonel Govan,
of the Second Arkansas, stated that the line on his right gave way, and
being left alone, without support on his right, he ordered, during my
temporary absence at the hospital, a retreat, although there was but
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little firing goiug on at the time. Au additional reason with him for
doing 8o was that his ammunition was nearly exhausted.

We were now directed to remain in position and await further orders.
We bivouacked that night in the woods where we were, and on the fol-
lowing morning I found that the enemy’s skirmishers had retaken the
hospital and the hill from which I had fired upon his train on the day
previous. 1 moved into position in front of the hill,and my skirmishers
immediately drove the enemy from it. The battery was pushed forward
to its crest a second time, and fired upon his retreating cavalry and in-
fantry, driving them back to the turnpike in great confusion.

From this time until the night of the 2d instant but little was done,
except occasional skirmishing, when I was ordered back about 10 p. w.,
with the other brigades of the division, to the right bank of the river,
in support of Major-General Breckinridge’s line. ‘

During the engagement I captured two pieces of artillery, one Parrott
gun and one 6-pounder brass rifle piece, for both of which I obtained an
ample supply of ammunition. In the final attack another battery was
also captured, but, in the unaccountable retrograde movement before
mentioned, was left ou the field. Altkough my position was on the ex-
treme left of our lines, I discovered no enemy attempting to flank me.
Their ambulances were passing and repassing at all times during the day
on the turnpike, while I was in position to see them from the hill near
Overall Church, and at night the roar of wagons passing on the turnpike
was incessant. Each night the enemy’s artillery played on our lines in
the woods, and at the same time firing was going on between the skir-
mishers.

The battery under command of Lieutenant [H.] Shannon was of in-
finite service to me throughout the action, the men behaving with the
greatest bravery, having the battery always ready, and, oftentimes, at
the right place at the right time without receiving or awaiting orders,
for which 1 am indebted to the good judgment and coolness of Lieuten-
ant Shannon, commanding vattery.

Colonel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas, was slightly wounded in the
arm; Colonel Smith, of the Sixth Arkansas, was wounded in the leg ;
Lieutenant-Colonel [F. J.] Cameron, of the same, was shot through the
fore part of the body. Of my staff, W. R. Liddell, volunteer aide, was
shot in the thigh; Lieut. W. R. Young, brigade ordnance officer, was
shot in the shoulder; Surg. W. R. Kibler was shot through the body
while sitting on his horse by my side in front of the brigade.

The officers of my personal staff—Adjutant-General [G. A.] Williams,
Lieutenant Bostick, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Dulin, brigade in-
spector—not only behaved with the most undaunted bravery, butassisted
me voluntarily, and with the utmost alacrity, in pushing forward the
Jorigade, in placing the battery in positions, and in the deployment of
skirmishers in the very face of the enemy, and in the heaviest fire when-
ever required, oftentimes using their own judgment without waiting for
orders, for the good of the service and the success of the day.

My brave bugler, Jake Schlosser, was wounded near me and taken
from the field. ‘

Many instances of persoval bravery I might mention were it not ex-
tending this report to too greata length. The evidence of the undaunted
courage of the brigade is attested by the fact that nearly one-third of
the whole were killed and wounded—5 officers and 81 men were killed,
and 503 men were wounded and 18 missing, making a total of 589 hors
de combat, besides the missing, out of a grand total of 1,709, including
the artillery. The brigade now numbers 1,108.
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There were some instances of cowardice stated in the reports of the
colonels, which are herewith inclosed.

We lament our brave dead ; we feel for our wounded brothers, w hile
we honor them. The heartfelt thanks of those of us who have escaped,
unhurt, through the storm of death are due to a kind Providence, to

‘whom we pray for safety and success in all the coming contests for our

country’s cause.
Respectfully submitted.
ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL,
Brigadter-General.
Col. W. W. KIRKLAND,
Adjt. Gen. and Chief of Staff, Cleburne’s Div., Hardee's Corps.

No. 257.
Reports of Col. Daniel C. Govan, Second Arkansas Infantry.

WARTRACE, TENN., January 10, 1863.

CApTAIN: I have the honor herewith to make the following report of
the part taken by the Second Arkansas Regiment in the late battles
before Murfreesborough :

On the night of December 30, [1862,] the Second Arkansas Regiment
was moved with the rest of the brigade to a position on the extreme
left.

Early on the morning of the 31sty immediately after daylight, we were
advanced at a rapid pace on the enemy. Occupying, as our brigade did,
the extreme left of Geuneral Cleburne’s division, and moving in a circu-
lar direction, the right of the division being the point, we advanced in
this direction nearly a mile, when, pressing through an open field, ex-
posed to severe cannonade, we encountered the enemy, who were posted
behind a fence and in the woods immediately in front. After a severe
engagement, of half an hour, the enemy were driven from their position
and pursued rapidly through the woods, when a running fight took
place for some distance. My regiment suffered heavily in this first
fight. It was here that the gallant young Lieutenants Collier and
Clegg, of Company H, fell, I fear mortally wounded, while nobly doing
their duty. The enemy were closely followed through the woods, when
we encountered a second line of the enemy, posted behind a fence and
in the woods near a house used by the enemy as a hospital. The Second
Arkansas Regiment, being on the extreme right of the brigade, engaged
the enemy near this building. The right of the regiment rested within
15 or 20 steps of this building, and were exposed to a heavy fire from
the enemy in our front, and also from a portion of the enemy who had
taken refuge in and behind the buildings adjacent to this hospital. It
was near this point that General Sill, of the Federal Army, was killed.
After a severe engagement the enemy were driven from this second
strong position. The hospital, together with many prisoners who had
taken refuge there, were taken possession of by General Liddell, and a
guard of two men detailed from my regiment to guard the prisoners.
No other brigade or regiment was at this time in sight of the hospital.
Our brigade, after moving forward a short distance, was halted for the
purpose of replenishing our exhausted supply of ammunition, and were
then moved forward in the direction of the enemy, whom we engaged
in a neck of woods on the edge of a field. A second line of the enemy
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showed itself on the opposite side of the field, and advanced some 100
yards into the open field opposite my regiment, but were driven back
by one well-directed fire. The enemy having fled immediately in my
front, and finding him still making a stubborn resistance to my left, I
moved my regiment by the left flank, and then forward on the enemy
in the neck of woods. A very closely contested fight here took place,
the enemy holding their position until the Second Arkansas Regiment
approached within 25 steps of their line, when it gave way in confusion
and fled across the field, exposed to a murderous fire from my regiment,
which told with effect, as their dead were thick on the ground. It was
at this point that the color-bearer was shot down by one of my men,
and the colors were lost in the confusion of the fight.

Uur brigade then moved forward, and was halted some 50 yards in the
open field from the edge of a cedar ridge, being unable to advance, as
General Johnson’s brigade, which had moved forward on our right, had,
after halting, moved by the left flank, which placed a portion of his bri-
gade immediately in our front. At this point (General Liddell having
gone to reconnoiter and select a place for a battery) the commanders of
the different regiments reported to me that their supply of ammunition
was nearly exhausted. Iimmediately sent an officer (Lieutenant Dulin)
in search of the ammunition, and, while awaiting its arrival, General
Johnson’s brigade, immediately on my right and front, gave way and
fell back in confusion. I was at first at a loss what course to pursue.
Our success had been all that we wished, and we had not met with a
single repulse, but when I reflected, first, that the ammunition of the
brigade was nearly, if not quite, exhausted; that the brigade on our
right and front had given way; that we had no support either ¢a our
rear or left; that our position was an exposed one, being in an open field,
while the enemy were conrealed under cover of the thick cedars on the
opposite ridge, I concluded the only alternative left was to order the bri-
gade toretreat, which I did—not, however, until the brigade on my right
had passed me some 100 yards or more. Be it said, to the credit of the
whole brigade, that all stood firm, and neither officers nor men showed
any disposition to retire until I gave the command to retreat. The bri-
gade retired some 300 yards, and was immediately halted and reformed.
The enemy showed no disposition to follow ns.

My regiment, both officers and wen, bebaved with distinguished gal-
lantry, with the exception of a few men, whose names I herewith for-
ward.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Harvey 1 here make my acknowledgments, and
bear willing testimony to his gallantry and bravery during the fight, ren-
dering me great service in the management of the regiment, and setting
an example of gallantry worthy of emulation. I deem any mention of
the services of any particular officer of the regiment almost invidious,
but cannot refrain from calling the attention of the brigadier general
commanding this brigade to the particularly distinguished and gallant
conduct of Captain [J. K.] Phillips, commanding Company F; of Lieu-
tenant [C. S.] Emerson, commanding Company A ; Lieutenant [M. D.]
Brown, commanding Company K, and Second Lieutenant [R. E.] Smith,
of Company G. They were foremost in the fight, and by word and ac-
tion encouraged their men to emulate their example.

It is rather a singular circumstance that the Second Arkansas Regi-
ment should again in this fight have engaged the Twenty-second ln-
diana Regiment, capturing the lieutenant-colonel, the same regiment
which it encountered at Perryville, committing such slaughter in ite
ranks.
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i and started for
and to charge was given, and, as the men arose an
3;9;;(1{] with a yell,gthe enemy g’aﬂve way, falling back in good order to
near the Nolensville pike, when a short stand was made, but, as our
men showed no signs of wavering or halting for their fire, the el{ea)y
soon gave way again. Near this pike our first halt was_ma,de after the
l(‘harge commenced, it having become necessary to Olittm'" xrlmrv?eag;:;;
it as a supply of ammunition was obtained,
g(t)ltt)erld foArzvsg((lm and SOOIIIPCZHU(B to a brigade of Confederate t-I‘OOpr
(MeNair’s, I thi;lk), which had just been repulsed by the enemy. Our
men passéd them, with a cheer, and soon came 1n sight of the enemy,
who were again strongly posted behind fences méc} trees. IH;;fi‘i]hgoegl-
i tand, fighting until our men got
emy wade a most determined s , Beibing nied, our et S5k s o
rithsta . impetuosity of o
30 steps of them, but they could not withsta Impe o
b disorder. At this point I think our
troops, and soon broke and fled in ot At O ot sides
men fought three or four to one. We were almos “( ket € immediatel};
and had an enemy equal, if not superior, to us m‘x tmbers smonelllghy
i nt. Bvery man of my command who was presen g )
i?kguar il‘fgro—ﬁrst fighting on the right, tlll)en]né ﬁ{ont‘,, and then on the
j actually whipped the enemy Ly detatl. ‘
leiitlt,‘, ?vna% ;Vf trﬁis pOi?lf; th}LtI: Private J. K. Leslie, Company C, oaptmeg
a stand of colors from the enemy. which I have the bonor to forwar
i i ort. ] ) .
w%?uﬂﬁirr:gei this Brigadier-General J(_)hngon’s brlglzade trelt}(we(}n(:]lillis
assed to the front. We were by this time nearly out o am -
?il(l)(ll] Iﬁ::itill continued to follow J ohnlson’iq brigade, ﬁvln(;llllggso I{J)(l;ersgo-
ing t i 1y demoralized enemy, when mee,
ing the fleeing and thoroughly ) e e o of
i hnson’s brigade, which was about 100 yarT( !
(1;13“ li);ft%flm?n}]loin a few mo%xent,s gave way and fled in a (llsordel:ly and
diégraceﬁ;l manner, the men running through our ranks perfectly panic-
stricken, and compelling us to fall back with them. ) .
It is proper to state that not a single man that I could see in my co 1
mand at this time fell back until the order hald)beelll {zweu byegt(ggnbe#
then commanding the brigade) and been repeat 3
ggvarrlrﬁvghgng;; did not pursue C{m, and we soon halted, and, after
chz;nging positions several times, encamped for the night. ) i
We remained within shelling distance of the enemy until the I%‘l%' 4
of January 3, skirmishing with them every day without any decide
e 31, 1862, and in the
1 loss in the engagement of December 31, y in_
sk?gglig(;f:s succeeding it, was: Killed, 12; wounded, 134, and missing,
i total of 147. )
h Eg)(laiollx:]gp;nyiug this I send a list* of the names of the killed, wounded,
issing. 1 carried into the fight 336 men.
an%hrglzféggwho distinguished themselves for gall{mtry above all {?thers
were: Capt. A. B. Washington, Company K; Privates J. K. %gs 1\11e ant
John Atkinson, Company C; C. Mattix, Company F, and B. W. Maret,
I. . § .
Oo(r}x;};aégiyu Washington, though woundled in right leg, continued to fight
or on his men throughout the day. .
an%r(izggté Leslie captured a stand of colors with his own and, and (Lftt'?rl
ward, when wounded badly by a shell, refused to go to the rear unti
er him to go. ) )
hal(lrti(‘)*;tl;ad Atkinson gfought, bravely until wounded, and continued to
fight as long as the enemy remained in range of his gun.

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 680.

CHAP. XXXIL.] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 867

Private Mattix was wounded in the left arm so badly that he could
not use his gun. He then came to me, and said, “ Colonel, I am too
badly wounded to use my gun, but can carry the flag; mayI doit?” I
gave him the desired permission, and he carried it through the rest of
the battle, keeping in front of the regiment. Three color-bearers had
been shot previous to this.

Private Maret not only fought bravely himself, but compelled a private
in his own company who wanted to run to fight by threatening to shoot
him if he started to the rear.

In strong contrast to the conduct of these gallant men is that of the
following-named individuals, who all left the field either before or after
the fight commenced, without cause: Second Lieut. J. K. Pyburn, Com-
pany G ; Privates R. Arnold and W. J. Dobson, Company A ; Privates
A. V. Rudder and L. W. Bott, Company B; Privates D. Mc¢Niel and
W. A. Haywood, Company Il ; Private Joseph H. Leaptrot, Company F,
and Privates S. Woods, J. Woods, D. N.Quails, and W. H. Vann, Com-
pany I.  With the exceptions above mentioned, all fought well.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN E. MURRAY,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. G. A. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 260.

Report of Maj. William F. Douglass, Sixth Arkansas Infantry, command-
ing Stwth and Seventh Legiments.

JANUARY 11, 1863.

Sir: In making a report of battles at Murfreesborough, Tenn., com-
mencing December 30, 1862, as ordered, I labor under the necessity of
making a very imperfect exhibit of the important part taken by those
two combined regiments now under my command, since I was not in
command during the first and second days of the engagement, and was,
during a part ot the 31st, absent from the field owing to a painful con-
tusion on the right arm from the effects of a spent ball, but shall, from
my own observation and information received from Captain [J. W.]
Martin, now acting licutenant-colonel, furnish the following :

As our previous movements were only preparatory, I need commence
only with the morning of December 31, when Mc¢Nair’s brigade, mov-
ing off by their left flank, gave place for our forward movement into an
open corn-field, through which we had moved about half way when a
continuous line of the enewmy was seen advancing from the woods be-
yond to gain the protection of a fence in our front, when, from the line
of infantry and a rifled battery 200 yards immediately in front of my
regiment, a most destructive fire was opened, and the action became gen-
eral on the whole left. In the exposed position occupied by our men
our loss just at this point was five times greater than during the rest of
the day. About 20 rounds had been fired when the enemy gave way,
our men rapidly following past two abandoned guns of the enemy’s bat-
tery and scores of their dead across the field and into the woods beyond.
I may mention here that the advance of M¢Nair’s brigade on our left
and fanking the enemy was; perhaps, one eause of their giving way on
their right, as they had a strong position, and our battery was rendered
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»ur rear on level ground, killing and wouu.dlulg
ile firing over them. After crossing the fenge
reaching the position occupied by the enemy 8
ras observed that thatline of the enemy in h'01.1L
1 Arkansas Regiments had not given way, but
tion behind the fence. Our men were ordered to
ar and deliver an enfilading fire that soon routed
was maintained by the whole hr}gade across the
front to the vieinity of a cottou-field and Yank}e«z
my again made an attempt at a stm)(‘l, but1 Wf,rf,
e right of our regiment passing near the 105p1i
and into the woods beyond, where wo were haltec
st a fresh supply of ammunition, the liring still
les on our right.  We were soon ordered 1or\v21}‘f11,
iemy on the borders of an old ﬁgld, across which
teneral Johnson’s brigade oming up to relieve
halt and reform our disordered lines. As soon
noved forward as a reserve to General Johnson,
1 the edge of a cedar thicket, warmly (:011t:est11‘1g
Our men, gaining a ridge about 100 yards 11} r(m;'
1in sight of the enemy, raised ashoutand st(mrte(1
k, when the Yankees faced to the right-about lzlm(
cket, General Johnson’s brigade pursuing t exg
ket, where they (Johnson’s brigade) h?@d astrong
rocks and the nature of the ground, w hile our line
rear in an exposed position behind the fence on
ime, though the firing did not seem heavy in 0’11[“
snemy’s batteries had been abandoned and was
eral Johnson’s brigade gave way, the 111()vlex‘nen§_
right, and, I think, occasioned by fol;e rfatl’ed% 0
wther to the right. After General Johnson’s bri-
ne,and it was found that we were gntu‘cly un‘sulp.
Colonel Govan gave the ovder to fall back (Colo-
« at this point and the command devolved f1‘1ploln
meron) to a stronger position across the ogefn) ;e{ 8
rear, where we reformed our line and aw .‘mt.(l( the
that was never made, and closed the fighting on

novements ou the succeeding days were 01}1y 1in-
smemy, and, if possible, draw him from his %h ong dy
b resulting in any actual engagement, it is 3?18 -
1y report, though I may state that on the rll{urt . dxﬁ
n by fire from batteries in the same _‘t,lnc «:,l 01‘0
been repulsed, and that lfleutenanb—bolonu : .fur}-
wounded by a ball shot from a Yankee hospital,
as then flying. o
:Y: sazéieou ().iV]I' ﬁlen exhibited the most enthusmsmﬁ
1g from any charge, no matter how desperate, Wtf,
\tion they had won at such cost on other ﬁgl( 8.
ixth Arkansas Regiment 1 need only refer to their
d wounded to show how gallantly they had acted
The Seventh Arkansas Regiment was not behind
except those men reported by their captains as
those remaining were as true as steel.

- ‘;ElnbO(lic(l in No. 191, p. 680.
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In making this imperfect report T have been greatbly assisted by Cap-
tain Martin for that part of the engagement when 1 was not on the fiold.
Of the gallantry of individual officers and men T would beg leave to
defer special mention until the return of Colonel Smith, whose wound
will detain him some weeks from the command.
W T. DOUGLASS,
Major, Commanding.
Captain [G. A.] WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.]

No. 261.
Report of Col. Jolm H. Kelly, Highth Arkansas Infantry.

CHATTANOOGA, TENN., January 7, 1863,

SIR : 1 have the honor to submit the following report as to the action
of my regiment in the late battles at Murfreesborough :

Iiarly on the morning of December 31, [1862,] 1 received orders from
the brigadier-general commanding to advance with my regiment and to
conform to the movements of the regiments on my right, which was done
by gradually wheeling to the right. A short time after advancing I was
ordered to throw forward skirmishers to cover my front. Very soon after
the deployment had been made, a brisk fire began, and skirmishers soon
succeeded in driving back those of the enemy ; the lines of battle con-
fronted, and the contest began. My regiment was posted in an open
field ; the enemy was strongly posted behind a fence. A fter o continued
and obstinate resistance, the order to charge was given (I should have
mentioned that at this juncture Brigadier-General Rains’ brigade came
up on my left), which was obeyed with promptness and alacrity. The
enemy fled in confusion ; we pursued rapidly for several hundred yards,
when he rallied to make another stand, but the impetuosity with which
we followed him up soon hurled him a gain to the rear. As the second
charge was ordered from this poinut, he was rapidly pursued for over half
a mile, when it hecame necessary for us to halt, in order to retill our
empty cartridge-boxes.  This was soon accomplished, and again we
moved forward.  After proceeding several hundred yards, we marched
by the left flank for about one-quarter of a mile, and then forward to
a position several hundred yards in advance in an open field; from
this point we withdrew to a position in the wood, a little to the rear,
The next position taken placed the left of my regiment on a large field,
the remaining portion being in the wood. The lines of battle soon met
again. The fire at this point was very heavy. The enemy outflanked
my left, but the timely arrival of Swett’s battery dispensed all appre-
Lension of danger from that quarter. Amnother charge was made, and
the enemy was falling back rapidly under heavy fire. At this juncture
I was wounded and retired from the ficld. I think it was about 1.30 p.
m. The action of the regiment after this will be reported by Lieuten-
ant-Colonel [George I.] Baucum, to whom I turned over the command.

Lieutenant [S. B.] Cole, Company I, Lieut. Calvin East, Company H,
and Licut. T. H. Beard, Company I, fell while gallantly cheering and
leading their men to victory. Adjt. 1. J. MeCurdy was also killed ;
faithful to the last. He was always at his post; no shoek could dis-
compose him. The coolness, bravery, and good judgment of this gal-






