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CAPTAIN F. J. WELLER'S TENNESSEE LIGHT ARTILLERY COMPANY
“Rock City Artillery”

Formerly Captain Jesse Taylor's Battery—
Captain Peter Stankiewicz’s Battery. Served
in Tennessee Artillery Corps; as Company
“B", First Tennessee Heavy Artillery
talion; as Company “B”, First Tennessce Li
Artillerv  Battalion; as Company “B7,
Artillerv Regiment.

This company was enlisted at Nashville in
the summer of 1861. Jesse Taylor was up-
pointed captain by Governor Isham G. Harris
on July 20, 1861. The company was mustered
into Confederate service at Fort Henry Sep-
tember 2, 1861. Captain Taylor was captured
at Fort Henry, and assigned to post duty
when exchanged. Lieutenant Stankiewicz was
captured at Fort Donelson, where he had
been appointed captain by General Pillow.
After being exchanged, he tendered his resig-
nation on account of his age om November
19, 1862, but it was not accepted until Febiru-
ary 10, 1863. Lieutenant Weller then hecame
captain and served until he wus killed at
Port Hudson in June, 1863.

On October 18, 1861, Colonel A. Heiman,
10th Tennessee Infantry, at Fort Henry, re-
ported: “I have at present for the defense of
this fort my own regiment, 820 men, und
Captain Tavlor’s Company of Artillery, aggre-
gate 30 men. | have repeatedly requested this
company to be recruited to its full strength.
In its present condition there are not enough
men to work all the guns at the sume time
and to properly arm the fort.”

Colonel Milton A. Havwnes, reporting o
the surrender of Fort Henry on February 6.
1862, stated: “Its defense was made by onc
small company of artillery commanded hy
Captain Jesse Taylor, General Tilghman and
other officers taking part in the action. The
whole force numbered, rank and file, less
than 70. not enough to man all the guns.

“Captain Jesse Tavlor, Second Lieutenant
J. F. Weller, and 50 non coms and privates,
of whom ten or 12 were wounded, were tuken
prisoner.”

Prior to the beginning of the bombardment.
First Lieutenant Stankiewicz and some of the
men were detached to man a light battery at
Fort Heiman, across the river. These forces
were evacuated, and along with all the other
forces at Fort Henry, were withdrawn in time
to prevent capture, as it was apparent that the
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fort could not be held. They withdrew g
Fort Donelson, on the Cumberland Rivey;
where Lieutenant Stankicwicz with his mey
and i detachment from the Maury .f::m_‘%.
(gq.v.) manned the cight inch howitzers ang]
two nine-pounder nondeseripts in the rivg
butteries.  Stankiewicz and the rest of thef
hattery were swrrendered here on 1.7..:9.%
16, 1862 and sent to prisoner of war campg!
at Camp Mortan, Camp Douglass, and Alton;
Winois. The battery was sent to Vickshurg
Mississippi for exchange in September, 1862,
and on September 30 was stationed at Jackson,
Mississippi. After being declared exchanged
in November, 1862, the battery moved to Port
Hudson, Louisiuna, where it remained unti}
the surrender of that point on july 10, 1883,
The muster roll for February 2, 1862-Sep-§
tember 30, 1862, described it as Company
"B, Ist Artillery Regiment. The muster rol] §
for October 31-December 31, 1862 called it
Stankicwicz’ Company “B”, 1st Artillery Regij-
ment; the roll for April 30-October 31, 1863
described it as Weller's Company “B”, 1st
Tennessee Light Actillery  Battalion,  After
being surrendered and paroled at Port Hud-
son, it was mustered October 31, 1863 at
Smymia Camp Ground as Companies “B7 1
and “G", lst Tennessee Light Artillery Regi-
ment. Captain Fisher's compuny was “G”.

At Port Hudson, the Maury Artillery {Cap-
tain Sparkman ), the Nelson Artilery (Captain
Fisher) and the Rock City Artillery (Captain
Weller) formed the st Tennessee Heavy
Artillery, which, along with the 12th Louisiana
Artillery Battalion, was under the command
of Lieutenant Colonel P. F. DeGournay, of
the 12th Louisiana. These batteries, with a
portion of the 1st Alabama Artillery Regiment,
manned the heavy batteries at Port Hudson,
under the overall command of Lieuwtenant
Colonel Melancthon . Smith, Chief of Ar-
tillery. They endured the hewvy hombard-
ment of the port on March 14, 1863, and the
48 day sicge prior to the surrender on July
10, 1863. At the time of the surrender, Lieu-
tenant Oswald Tilghman was in command.

After being paroled and exchanged, the
battery served briefly as infantry, then as light
artillery, and about January 1, 1864, was
merged into the 1st Tennessee Heavy Artillery
Regiment.

Date and place of organization not*known.

This is listed as a Tennessee Battery in the
%n&.~ Records. but no muster rolt of the
gompany was found in the Tennessee files.
There arc records on innumerable B FL
Whites in the Confederate serviee, but only
one B. F. White, fr.

Benjamin F. White, Jr., was the frst captain
of Company "H", dth {Neely's) Temnessce
[nfantry Begiment, which was arganized in
Ghelby Counnty in May, 1861, He resigned
geptember 25, 1861, and his resignation was
accepted October 8, 1861, A note on the
records of the company said Captain White
ransferred  to the artillery, and this was
probably hix battery.

The hattery first appeared in the Official
Records on November 25, 1862, when White's
section of artillery, six-pounders, was listed
in Brigadicr General Jolwr A, Wh wton's Cav-
alrv  Brivade of  Major  General  Juseph
Wheeler's Corps. On December 30, 1862 it
reported 83 cftectives,

At the same time, another section of the
hattery was with Brigadier General John Hunt
Morgan on his “"Christmas Raid” into Ken-
tucky in December, 1862, A Federal report
of this raid. in listing the forces involved,
includex White's Battery of eight guns, the
Jargest o 12-pounder. The report stated,
“White's name is supposed to be Robinson,
formerly o Kentuckian.”

Meanwhile, the other section, in AWharton's
Brigadke. was reported in & skirmish near
Triune, Tennessee, on the Nolensville Road
on December 27, 1862, General \Wharton, in
his report of the activities of his brigade
during the Battle of Murfreeshoro, December
31, 1862 to January 3, 1863, spoke several
times of the part White's battery plaved.

On January M. 1863, at Shelbyville, still
in Wharton's Hrigade, White's Battery re-
ported two officers, 52 men present for duty,
59 present. 73 present and absent, with 35
horses. 1t continued to be reported in Whar-
ton’s Bricade nntil he was given command of
a division. und on August 13, 1863 was re-
ported attached te Coloned Thomas Harrison's
Brigade of Whartons Division, and with six
pieces of artillery took part in the Battle of
Chickanieaga. September 19-20, 1863

It then went with Major General Joseph
Wheeler an his raid around the rear of the

CAPTAIN B. F. WHITE JR.”S HORSE ARTILLERY BATTERY

Federal Ariny heginning Septenmber 30, Gen-
eral Wheeler, in his report of that expedition,
said one of the limbers of White’s Batterv
blew up, which caused it to be abundoned.

On November 30, 1863, Freeman's and
White’s Tennessce Batteries, and Wigging
Arkansas  Battery were attached to Major

seneral Wiltliam T Martin’s Cavalry Corps
which went with Licutenant General James
Langstreet on his invasion of East Tennessee.
General Martin, in reporting the action at
Bean's Station, on December 10, 1883, said:
“It was necessary to dislodge a brigade of
cavalry guarding May's Ford. This was done
hy the rapid fire of artillery from White's and
Wigging' Batteries” At this time Lieutenunt
Arthur Pue, Jr., was in command of the
battery, and he was commencded by General
Martin for his conduct of the battery. On
December 31, White's and Wiggins' Batteries
were reported attached to Brigadier General
Joba T. Morgan’s Brigade of Martins Corps.
On January 31, 1864, still in the same brigade,
White’s Battery reported three officers, 74
men present for duty, 85 present, 157 present
and absent, with four pieces of artillery.

On April 30, 1864, the battery was hack
with the Army of Tennessee, with Licutenant
Colomel Felix H. Robertson as Chief of Ar-
tillery of the Cavalry Corps. Huwald's and
White's Tennessee Batteries, Wiggins™ Arkan-
sas and one section of Ferrell's Georgia But-
v, were reported as forming his commaned.
Later Huggins' Tennessee Battery was added
to the battalion. On September 20, Major
James Hamilton was reported in command of
the battalion, in General Wheeler's Cavaln
Corps, and it continued to bhe known as
Hamilton's Artillery Battalion from that time.

No further record of the specific activity
of the battery was found, but on Junuary
31, 1865, it was still reported in Hamilton's
Battalion, along with Huggins' and Ramsev's
Tennessee Batteries, and Wigging' Arkansas
Batterv. Huggins' Battery was formerly Free-
man’s; and Ramsey’s formerly Huwald's, This
was the last mention found of the battery.
but Wheeler's Cavalry Corps formed part
of the forces under General Joseph E. John-
ston in the final struggle in North Carolina.
and presumably the battery was surrendered
and paroled along with the rest of Johnston’s
Army in Mayv, 1865 at Greensboro.
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