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15th; on the 16th, it was stationed on the
Hillsboro Pike, and when the Confederate
lines were broken, joined in the pursuit, and
was engaged on the 17th at Hollow Tree
Gap; on the 25th at Anthony’s Hill; and on
the 26th at Sugar Creek. On December 28,
a detachment, under Lieutenant Colonel
Prosser, was with Brigadier General James B.
Steedman at Decatur, Alabama, and was en-
gaged with Roddey near Courtland, Alabama
on the 31st; at Russellville, Alabama on Jan-
uary 4 it took part in the burning of General
Hood’s pontoon train, and returned to De-
catur, Alabama on January 6.

Meanwhile, on January 2, Major General
Wilson ordered the regiment to be concen-
trated, the dismounted men sent to Nashville,
and the mounted men to join their regiment
at Athens, Alabama. In this connection he
wrote: “The reckless and ill advised system of
scattering the cavalry of this division in small
squads over the country has been productive
of more harm than good.” The 2nd and 4th
Tennessee, and the 9th and 10th Indiana
Regiments, were placed in the 1st Brigade,
7th Division at Gravelly Springs, Alabama on

3RD TENNESSEE CAVALRY REGIMENT, U.S.A.
Also called 3rd East Tennessee Cavalry Regiment

Organization begun at Cumberland Gap,
Tennessee, August, 1862; five companies mus-
tered into service at Murfreesboro, January
27, 1863; additional companies organized in
1863 and 1864; mustered out of service at
Fulaski, August 3, 1865.

FIELD OFFICERS
Colonel-William C. Pickens.
Lieutenant Colonels—Duff G. Thornburgh,
John B. Minnis.
Majors—Albert C. Catlett, Jehn B. Minnis,
Ben Cunningham, Samuel W. Pickens.

CapPrams—Samuel W. Pickens, Ben Cunning-
ham, Elias Goddard, Co. “A”, Mustered in at
Covington, Kentucky, November 1862. Men
from Knox and Blount Counties,

Alexander P. Slatery, Co. “B”, Mustered in
at Murfreesboro, January 27, 1863.

Gideon R. Griffith, A. Hoals Wilson, Co.
“C”. Mustered in at Murfreesboro, January
27, 1863.

Shadrick Harris, Co. “D”. Mustered in at
Murfreesboro, January 27, 1863.
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February 3, 1865. The 7th Division was or- §
dered to New Orleans, to report to Major.
General E. R. S. Canby. Provision was made
for remounting the 1st Brigade, and the order .
specified that “as soon as the Ist Brigade is
entirely mounted, it will be held in readiness |
to move to Eastport to embark” On Feb- .
ruary 28, it was reported as enroute to the
Military Division of West Mississippi, with
headquarters at New Orleans. On April 30,
1863, Colonel George W. Jackson’s Brigade,
Department of Mississippi, at Vicksburg, was |
composed of the 9th Indiana, four companies
4th Missouri, and the 2nd Tennessee, with 1
Lieutenant Colonel Cook in command of the ;
2nd.

On May 27, 1865, the regiment was ordered
to report to Nashville, having arrived at
Nashville on June 12, 1865, was directed to 1
report to Lieutenant Colonel G. G. Miner,
commanding Cavalry Depot at Edgefield. |
Edgefield was just across the river from Nash. 1
ville, and is now a part of the City of Nash- j
ville. The regiment was mustered out of |
service on July 6, 1865,

Charles W. Coker, John Martin, Co. “E”
Mustered in at Murfreesboro, January 97,
1863.

Anderson F. Carson, Jacob P. Brient, Co.
“F”. Mustered in at Nashville, August 31,
1863. Men from 3rd Congressional District,

Joseph N, Witt, William C. Campbell, Co.
“G”. Mustered in at Nashville, August 31,
1863. Men from 3rd Congressional District.

William Farmer, James A. Goddard, Co.
“H”. Mustered in at Nashville, November 12,
1863. Men from 3rd Congressional District.

Thomas D. Tipton, LaFayette Coile, Co,
“I”. Mustered in at Nashville, December 14,
1863. ]
John H. Morton, Co. “K”. Mustered in at .
Nashville, March 25, 1864.

Oliver P. McCammon, Co. “L”, Mustered
in at Nashville, June 17, 1864.

Governor Andrew Johnson authorized
William C. Pickens, of Sevier County, to
raise a regiment of cavalry, and the first
recruits for Co. “A” were received at Cum-
berland Gap on August 10, 1862. Brigadier
General George W. Morgan evacuated Cum-




berland Gap on September 17, 1862, and Co.
“A” of this regiment accompanied him on his
withdrawal to Sciotoville, Qhio. From here
it moved to Covington, Kentucky, where it
was first mustered into service, and then to
Louisville, Kentucky, where recruits for Com-
panies “B”, “C”, “D”, and “E” reported for
duty. These five companies were ordered to
Nashville, as guards for Government stores.
They reached Nashville on December 24,
1862, where field officers were appointed on
January 1, 1863.

At Nashville, it was assigned to Brigadier
General Robert B. Mitchell’s 4th Division,
Center XIV Army Corps, but detached for
service with Brigadier General James G.
Spears’ 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, and Colo-
nel Daniel McCook’s 2nd Brigade, 4th Di-
vision. General Spears reported that 300 men
from the 3rd, under Colonel Pickens, formed
part of his force which guarded a train of
303 wagons from Nashville to the Army at
Murfreesboro on January 2, 1863. On arrival,
the cavalry was turned over to Major General
David S. Stanley. Colonel Mc¢Cook reported
150 men from the 3rd Tennessee Cavalry with
his force which escorted a hospital train and
an ammunition train on January 3. On Jan-
uary 8, the regiment was assigned to Colonel
Robert H. G. Minty’s 3rd Brigade of Stanley's
Cavalry Division. On January 27, at Mur-
freesboro, the regiment, with five companies,
was mustered into U. 8. Service.

On January 31, 40 men from the 3rd were
with the 2nd Tennessee Cavalry in an engage-
ment at Middleton, Tennessee, in which
Major DeWitt C. Douglass, and other officers
and men of Douglass’s Cavalry Battalion, C.
5. A., were captured. On April 20, 1863, the
regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Thorn-
burgh, took part in an expedition which de-
feated Brigadier General John H. Morgan
and captured McMinnville, Tennessee.

On May 1, 1863, in the reorganization of
the Cavalry, the regiment was assigned to
Colonel Edward M. McCook’s 2nd Brigade,
of Brigadier General Robert Mitchell's 1st
Division. It continued to be reported as a
member of this brigade, but on detached
service, through the balance of the year. Dur-
. ing this time it was at Camp Spear, Nashville,
Tennessee, where Brigadier General Alvan
C. Gillem was in command. During this time
companies “F”, “G”, “H” and “I” were re-
cruited and mustered into service. On August

31, seven companies were reported. On
October 26, Brigadier General R. S. Granger,
at Nashville, reported the 3rd East Tennessee
Cavalry, with an effective force of only 189.

On December 28, 1863, the regiment left
Nashville with Brigadier General W. Sooy
Smith, Chief of Cavalry, Military Division
of Mississippi, as part of a force which moved
to Columbia, crossed the Tennessee River
at Savannah, Tennessee, and on to Corinth,
Mississippi, where it arrived January 8, 1864.
From Corinth it moved to Collierville, Ten-
nessee, where it remained untl F ebruary 11,
1864, when it moved with General W. Saoy
Smith on his expedition into Mississippi with
Meridian as its goal. In this campaign, the
3rd Tennessee, under Major John B. Minnis,
was placed in Colonel La Fayette McCrillis’
3rd Brigade of Smith’s Column.

~ The expedition got as far as West Point,
Mississippi, where, under pressure from Con-
federate forces under Major General Nathan
B. Forrest, it turned back towards Memphis.
An engagement was fought at Okolona, Mis-
sissippi on February 22, in which, according
to Colonel McCrillis, the 2nd and 3rd Ten-
nessee, and the 4th U, S. Cavalry, were all
three entirely disorganized by being mixed
up when the 2nd Tennessee and the 4th
U. S. were forced back through the column
of the 3rd Tennessee.

General Smith’s forces fell back about ten
miles to Ivey Farm, where a stand was made,
and the 3rd Tennessee took part in a brilliant
charge which halted the Confederate pursuit.
It was in this action that General Forrest’s
brother, Colonel Jeffrey Forrest, was killed,
and a number of other high ranking officers
were wounded.

After reaching Memphis, the regiment was
ordered back to Nashville on February 27,
and arrived March 17, 1864. In a reorganiza-
tion of the Cavalry Corps on April 30, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Thormburgh, of the 3rd, was
given command of the 1st Brigade of Brig-
adier General Alvan C. Gillem’s 4th Division.
This brigade was composed of the 2nd, 3rd,
4th Tennessee Regiments, and Battery “A”,
Ist Tennessee Light Artillery. On May 31, it
was reported at Camp Thomas. Lieutenant
Colonel Thornburgh resigned in June, 1864,
and the command of the regiment devolved
upon Major (later Lieutenant Colonel) John
B. Minnis. At this time the division was
transferred to Brigadier General R. S,
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Granger's District of North Alabama, with
headguarters at Decatur. The regiment, fre-
quently broken up into detachments, op-
erated in this area until the last of September,
1864. One battalion, under Lieutenant Colo-
nel Minnis, was with Colonel William T.
Grower, Commanding 3rd Brigade, 4th Di-
vision XVI Army Corps in an engagement
on July 28 at Big Name Creek, near Pond
Springs, Alabama. Another detachment was
mentioned at Moulton, Alabama, on August
17.

The regiment took part in the skirmishing
and fighting with forces under Major General
Joseph Wheeler and Brigadier General Philip
D. Roddey during Wheeler’s raid into Ten-
nessee in late August and early September,

Some 150 men from the regiment, under
Major S. W. Pickens, were at Athens, Ala-
bama, when that point was surrendered to
Major General Forrest on September 24, 1864,
Major Pickens, Captains Coile and Goddard,
and Lieutenants Cummings, Homer, Wade,
Derrick and Norvell, representing Companies
“B”, “E”, “F", “H”, “T", and “K” signed a
statement protesting against the surrender as
unjustified in a later inquiry into the affair,

400 men from the regiment were captured
September 25, at Blockhouses Number 7 and
8 at Sulphur Trestle on the Nashville and
Decatur Railroad, as Ceneral Forrest moved
up from Athens, Alabama, into Middle Ten-
nessee. These two affairs practically wiped
out the regiment. The officers were exchanged
on December 15, but on April 27, 1865, the
steamer Sultana, with a large number of
paroled prisoners on board, blew up near
Memphis, killing instantly 174 members of
the regiment, and a number of others died of
injuries sustained in this disaster.

What was left of the regiment after the
disasters at Athens and Sulphur Trestle
gathered at Nashville where they were re-
ported October 31, 1864 under Major Ben-

2nd  Brigade,

jamin Cunningham. On November 17, 1864,
the 6th Cavalry Division was organized, and
the 3rd Tennessee with three companies, was
assigned to the 2nd Brigade of the 6th Di-
vision. The 6th Division assembled at Edge-
field, Tennessee, and the 3rd Tennessee
Cavalry, dismounted and partially disarmed,
reported to the division there on December
13, 1864. In order to have fully mounted
regiments, Major General James H. Wilson
divided the Division into two brigades, one
mounted, the other dismounted, assigning all
the available horses to the Mounted Brigade.
The 3rd Tennessee was placed in the 2nd
Brigade, which was the dismounted brigade.

In the battle of Nashville, December 15,
1864, the 6th Division was placed on the
extreme right, covering the Charlotte Pike.
The 2nd Brigade was ordered to make a
charge on a Confederate battery, but being
unused to infantry operations, it was so slow
the Ist Brigade, mounted, passed through
their lines and made the charge.

Following the battle, the dismounted
brigade returned to Edgefield, where it re-
mained for some time awaiting mounts and
equipment. The three companies of the 3rd
Tennessee, still dismounted, were reported at
Edgefield on January 18, 1865. On March 18,
1865, the regiment, still dismounted, was at
Pulaski, Tennessee. On March 31, the regi-
ment was still reported in the 6th Division,
which was described as
refurbishing and recruiting. The last record
was on April 30, 1865, when the regiment,
still with only three companies, under Major
Samuel Pickens, was reported in the same
brigade.

Dyer’s Compendium states the regiment
was mustered out August 3, 1865, but indi-
vidual service records indicate that the mus-
tering out process was begun June 10, 1865
in accordance with General Order Number
77 from the War Department.

4TH TENNESSEE CAVALRY REGIMENT, U.S.A.
Also called 4th East Tennessee Cavalry Regiment

Originally 1st East Tennessee Cavalry
Regiment.

Organization begun at Cumberland Gap,
July, 1862; four companies organized at
Louisville, Kentucky, December 1862, Jan-
uary, 1863, others at Nashville; mustered out
at Nashville July 12, 1865.
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FieLp Orricers
Colonel-R. M. Edwards.
Lieutenant Colonel—Jacob M. Thornburgh.
Majors—Meshack Stephens, Luther M.
Blackman.

Caprains—Meshack Stephens, John F. Kin-




