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DECEMBER 11-12, 1882.—Reconnaissance from Nashville to Franklin
Iie;tllll.),-and irmishes on the Wilson Creek pike (11th) and at Franklin
( .

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. David 8. Stanley, U. 5. Army, commanding eavalry,
No. 2.—Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding brigade.
Ne. 3.—Brig. Gen. Johp A, Wharton, C. 8, Army, cormanding cavalry brigade.

No. 1.

Eeport of Brig. Gen. David 8, Stanley, U, 8. Army, commanding cavalry,

HoQes. Oav., 14715 A, 0., ARMY oF 1R OUMBERLAND,
Near Nashville, Decembeor 13, 1882,
COLONEL: I have the honor to submit an account of a seout I made
from this place on Thursday. I started at daylight, moved down the
Frankiin pike to Brentwood. Atthat point 1 took the Wilson pike, with
the design of striking the road from Franklin to Murfreesbo

road. We had not, however, pasged Brentwood but 2 miles when our
advance gnard eugaged the enemy’s pickets, and soon encountered a
full regiment. The enemy fled south, and, at a point on the pike due wegt
from Triune, turned off toward that place. I designed to pass on after
driving the enemy 2 miles from the road, but they grew bold and dis-
mounted to fight our men on foot. Upon my endeavoring to ciose in on
them, they again ted, This delay cansed me to change my plan, and I
took the old Liberty road to Franklin. Night came on when we had
reached the Widow Waters’ plantation, and 1 bivouacked at 9 o’clock.
One of the enemy’s pickets fired upon mine, wonnding, probably mer-
tally, a private in Captain Julian's company, First Middle Tennesaes

Leaving at4 o’clock next worning, I reached Frankiin g little after day-
break. The enemy’s pickets were met 14 miles east of the Place. Upon
getting uptothe town, I found the enemy in considerable force on the bank
of the Harpeth, and in the mill and houses, The Fourth Michigan, Colo-
nel Minty, and the Seventh Pennsylvania,, Major Wynkoop, were dig-
mounted, and were soon sharply engaged with the enemy. The latter
soon fled, and before I coyld get Colonel McCook’s brigade behind then.
We killed 4 of the enemy, including 1 officer ; wounded some 8 or 9,
and took 11 prisoners, 7 intendpd to burn the mill, which hag been

» but I found thag
to do so would destroy part of the town ; Thad the machinery and burrs

ing principally, are brave and good troops. Reports from division and
brigade commanders will be sent in.
Respectfully submitted,

D. 8. STANLEY,

Brigadier-General Oommanding Cava .
Colonel GARESOmHE, " ' " Cavalry
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No. 2.
, . niing
Report ol, Edward M. McQook, Second Indiana Caval Yy, Comma
7 bvzigude.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY BRIGA]_ZE, .
¢ Camp Rosecrans, December 12, 1862.

: ve the honor to report that, in pursuance to o‘rders, 1 moved
wi?hmn.l; f?o?ngzand, consistingpof the Third Kentucky, Seveuth ._Penné
Ivania, and Fourth Mickigan Cavalry, at daylight on the lgornlng': l:)
gl{e 11th instant, taking the advance of the division and moving on ?_
Wilson Creek pike. My advance guard, consisting of two wm}1a%nle§lo
the Seventh Pennsylvania, found the enemy’s pickets about 6 I?r . 1;5 ga}
south of Brentwood, and drove them pac}{ on to a squad o‘f a Ouﬂ' f

the enemy’s cavalry. Afier some skirmishing, the enemy ran o olve
the hill. Lieat. Frederick H. Geety, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry,

i left shoulder, i
wa%gggll‘lrcli:ai ;?f E]:lea%y—road and bivonacked for the night. The next
morning we moved upon Franklin, my brigade still having the a]?v?(r)me.
The advance guard struck the enemy’s pickets 2 miles fromt] et tilw’;
and drove them in. The enemy had formed their line of bati‘; g t; ]
left of the mill and near the creek. I was ordered by Genera N H) a?iy
to take two of my regiments and form in the field on the left of the rg h
I ordered Major Wynkoop to take bis command and attack thenll],. viv] éﬁ
anerny rotmrmed with apiit” B bl oo gy ey PeLiDg fre, which the

ned with spirit. He u men with him, the |
Eri!: [:oj;nrrzgd consﬁtuti%g the advance, and being ou the right with the
artillery. The firing continued abont fifteen minutes, when the enemy
n' -
br%];?a ?[‘ﬂrlt‘ia Kentucky came up and formed on the right of the Etﬁgﬂﬁ?
Pennaylvania, but had no opporturity to engage. The Fourth ¥ 01:13 oi’
gan was still farther to the right, under the immediate super\rlmt 1 of
General Stanley or Colonel Kennett; gonsequently I eannot repor
hem in the engagement.

pa]?ytg‘l!{tf; Bij"' {general St‘.anleyg, ]g moved over on to the Murfreesbo%nl:]gh
road, in order to intercept the enemy’s retreat after they broke. en
they,saw my ¢olumn approaching, part of their force went off on s%n}e
little road on the other side of the river. We had to make ?, clllrcul IE
order to cross, and by the time we got over they were out of the reac
of pursumit. thing.

the enemy dead and 1 wounded. My loss was nothing.
Tlfesggrgnt?lf Pennsylva?x’]ia had 4 horses killed. I saw 6 prisoners with
the Fourth Michigan. _

edient servant,
Very rospecially, your ob EDWARD M. McCOOK,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
i M. B. CHAMBERLAIN,
Lmufi. 4. A. G., First Cav. Div., Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 3.

ig. Gen. John A. Wharion, C. 8. Army commanding cavalry
Beports of Brig brigade’. y

UARTERS WHARTON'S CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Hrang Nolensville, Tenn., December 12, 1862—3.30 p. m.

GENERAL: The enemy attacked Franklin this morning just before
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daylight. Colonel [Baxter] Smith, who was there with 400 men, en-
gaged them, The enemy forced him to retire, with a loss of 3 men killed
and 6 wounded. Colonel Smith lost one of his most valuable officers.
Colonel Smith reports the enemy’s force to be two regiments of cavalry
and one of infantry. The colonel is still near Franklin. I had put a
force of 400 men there instead of 200, as I was ordered. 1 had alsc or-
dered one more regiment o his assigtance, which did not reach him in
time. General Cleburne is now moving on Franklin, on the Triune and
Franklin dirt road, and I have sent Golonel [Thomas] Harrison, with
his rangers, and {J ohrz R. Davis’] battalion of eavalry on ibe Franklin
and Nashville pike, to hold the enemy in check until the arrival of Gen.
eral Cleburne’s force. I advised General Wheeler last evening of the
movements of the enemy ; also this morning that I thought the enemy
designed moving on that place.
I have the honor to be, Yours, respectfully,
JNO. A. WHARTON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Brigade.

Lieut. Gen. LEoNIDAS POLE,
Oomdg. Polk’s Corps & Armée, Army of Tennesses.

HEADQUARTERS WHARTON'S BRIGADE,
PoLE’s CORPS D’ARMEE, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Nolenaville, Lenn., December 12, 1862-7.30 p. m.

GERERAL: I dispatched you this morning, advising [you of] the occu-
pation of Franklin by the enemy, who, after breaking the stones and
destroying the machinery of the mill, left, via the Nashville pike, about
11 o’clock. Colone! Smith has returned to Franklin and reoceupied the
place. The force of the enemy engaged this morning was 2,000 cavalry
and two pieces of artillery, being five timos as much as Colonel Smith’s
force. Their loss was 3 killed and 6 wonnded. General [Colonel John)
Kennett was in command. The infantry sent over there has been re-
called, but the cavalry are in pursnit of the enemy. I have learned that
the infantry now in my rear will soon be recalled, and I beg to call your
attention to the exposed condition of my left and rear which will result
therefrom, For this reagon I would like to recall the foree from Frank-
lin, 80 a8 to have my forces more concentrated. The mill being de-
stroyed, the only object to be attained wonld be to prevent illicit com-
Egsniqgtion with the enemy, which could be done by having my forces

side.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

JNO. A, WHARTON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Brigade.

Lientenart-General PoLk,
Commanding Corps & Armde, Army of Tennessee,
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DECEMBER 14, 1862.—Attack on forage train and skirmish on the
Franklin pike, near Nashville, Tenn.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Col. Joseph R. Scott, Nineteenth Illinois Infantry.
No. 2.—Lieat, Sylvanus H. Stevens, Stokes’ {Chicago Board of Trade) Illinois battery.

No. 1.
Report of Col. Joseph R. Scott, Nineteenth Illinois Infontry.

HpgRrs, NINETEENTHE REGIMENT ILLINOIS INFANTRY,
Camp near Nashville, Tenn., December 15, 1862

Bie: I respectfully report having taken ecommand of the division
forage train yesterday, in accordance with orders from brigade head-
quarters. The Nineteenth Illinois, Sixty-ninth Ohio, and a section of
artillery, Fourth Kentucky Battery, detailed as escort, proceeded on
Franklin pike some 7 miles, securing the desired amount of forage. I
placed the artillery in position to command forage train and the ap-
proaches therato. Being apprised of the immediate presence of the
enemy, Isent the Sixty-ninth Ohio and one pieee of artillery to the june.
tion of a read leading into the pike to my rear, with the intention of
holding that point until my train was formed. Shortly after my com-
mand had started for camp, firing was heard about half a mile to the
left and rear. I immediately ordered back the Nineteenth Ilinois and
one piece of artillery, and found that the firing had been cavsed by a
party of rebel cavalry, nambering about 20, attacking a forage party,
consisting of 3 wagons, with an escort, consisting of 10 mel, under com-
mand of Lieutenant Stevens, of 1Le Chicago Board of Trade Battery.
The rebels succeeded in capturing 5 men and 4 horses from one of the
teams. The lientenant and the balance of the men eseaped.  Our loss
wag 1 man wounded, 5 taken prisoners,” Liorses killed, and 4 captured.

Haviug 1o cavalry with me, I could not pursue the ehemy to advan-
tage.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOS. R. SCOTT,
Colonel, Commanding Nincteenth Illinois Infantry,

Col. A. V. SCHRADER, :
Chief of Staff, Eightlh Division,

{Indorsement. ]

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-NINTH BRIGADE,
: Camp Hamilton, December 15, 1862.
Respectfully forwarded. The attoch wmerioned was not upon any
part of the train ander Colonel Seott's command, but an independent
party, and the loss mentioned was of tha party, not of Colone] Heott’s.
Colonel Scott brought in his train and men wl! right, There was a
delay in starting, owing to wagons of Seventl Brigade and Division not
reporting iu time. Very few of the teams hul any wen detailed to load,

except my brigade.
T. R. STANLEY
Colonel, Coma;m.ndi-ng.
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Sxconp DivisioN.
Maj. Gen. P. R. CLERURNE.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. L. E. PoLE.

st Arkansas, Col. Joha W. Colguitt.
18th Arkansas.
16th Arkaness.

5th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

24 Tennessee, Col. W. D. Robison,

5th Tennessee, Col. B. J. Hill, .

Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lieut. T. J. Key.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8r. JouN R. LIDbELL.

2d Arkansas, Col. D. C, Govan.
&th Arkansas, Liguf. {S}OIGJghntE Murray.
ol. 8. G, 8mi
gth Jrkansas,) iout, Col, F. J. Cameron.
*{ Maj. W, F, Douglass.
8th Arkansgs:
Col, John H. Kelly.
Lieut. Col. &. F. Baneum.
Bwett'a (Mississippi) battery, Lisui. H.
hannon,

McCown’s
Maj. Gen. J.

Firet Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. EcTox.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke.
11ih Texas Cavalry:

Col. J. C. Burks.

Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds.
14tk Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp.
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Andrews,
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Donglas.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busarop R. JoHN8ON.

17th Tenneseee:

Col. A. 8, Marks.

Lieut. Col. W, W, Floyd.
23d Tennesses, Lieut. Col. R. H, Keeble
25th Tennesses :

Col. J. M. Hughs.

Lient. Col. S8amuel Davia.
37th Tonnessos:

Col. M. White,

Maj. J. T. MoReynoldas.

Capt. C. Q. Jarnagin. -
44th Tennesses, Col. John 8. Fulton.
Jofferson (Miss.) Artillery, Capt. Put.

Darden.

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8, A. M. Woop.

16th Alsbama, Col. W. B. Wood,
33d Alabama, Col. Samuel Adama.
3d Confederate, Maj. J. F. Cameron.
45th Misaiseippi, Lieut. Col. R, Charlton.
15th Mississippi Battalion 8harpshooters,
Capt. X T. Hawkins.
Alabama Battery, Capt. Henry C. Semple.

Division.*
P. McCowN,

Seoond Brigade.
Brig. Gen. JaMEs E. RaINas.
Col. B. B, VaNcE.

3d Georgia Battalion, Lisut, Col. M. A.
Btovall.

9th Georgia Battslion, Maj. Joseph T.
8mith

29th North Carclina, Col. R. B. Vance.
11th Tennessee: .
Col. G. W, Gordon,
Lieut. Col. William Thedford.
Eufaula (Ala.) Light Artillery, Lisut. W,
A. McDaffe.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen, EvANDER McNaIR.
HarPr:

Col. R. W.

1st Arkansss Mouuted Rifles: {

Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramasanr.

24 Arkansas Monnted Rifles,} Lieut. Col. J. A. Williamson.
4th Arkanass, Col. H. G. Bunn.

30th Arkanans:
Maj. J. J. Franklin,
Capt. W, A, Cofter.

4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj.

J. A. Ross

Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Hu'mphroyu.

* Of Smith’s corpa, sorving with Hardee.
t The regiments of this brigade serving s infantry.

{Berving as infantyy.

CRar. XXXIL} THE B8TONE’'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 661
CAVALRY.*
Brig. Gen, JoserH WHEELER,
W heelor's Brigade. Wharton's B-igade,

Brig. Gen. Josern WukELKR.

18t Alabama, Col. W. W. Allen.
dd Alabama:
Maj. F. Y. Gainea.
Capt. T. H. Mauldin.
51st Alabama:
Col. John T. Morgan.
Lient. Col. J. D, Webb.
8th Coufedornte, Col. W. B, Wado.
st Tennessoe, Col. Janes E. Carter.

— Tennessee Battalion, DeWitt C.

Douglass.

— Tennessee Battalion, Maj. D, W.

Holman. .
Arkansaa Battery, Capt. J. H. Wiggins,

Buford's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. A. Buworp.
3d Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler.
5th Kentocky, Col. D. H. Smith,
6th Kentucky, Col. J. W, Grigshy.
Pegram’s Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. Joun PrGRawm.

1at Georgia.
1st Lomg::na

Brig. Gen, JOEN A. WRARTON,

14th Alabama Battalion,Lient. Col. James
C. Malone.

st Confederate, Col. John T. Cox.

3d Confederats, Lieut. Col. William N,
Estes,

24 Georgia:
Lieut. Col. J. E. Duniop.
Maj. F. M. Ison.

3d Georgia (detachment), Maj. R
Thempson.

24 Tennessee, Col. H. M. Ashby.

4th Tennessse, Col. Baxter Smith.

— Tennessee Battalion, Maj. John R.

Davis,
8th Texas, Col. Thomas Harrison.
Murray’s(Tennessss ) regiment, Maj. W. 8,
Bledsoce.

Escort company, Capt. Paul F. Anderson.

McCown's escort company, Capt. L. T,
Hargiy.T

White's (Tennessee) batiery, Capt, B. F.
White, jr. 5, Capt

ARTILLERY.t

Baxter's (Tennessee) battery.
Byrne's {Kentucky) battery.
Gibeon’s (Georgia) battery.

No. 190,

Keports of General Braxton Bragy, O, 8. Army, commanding Army of
Tennessee, with congratulatory orders, de,

MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN., December 30, 1862,
(Received at Richmond, Va., January 1, 1863.)

Artillery firing at intervals and heavy skirmishing of light troops
all day. Enemy very cautious, and deelining a geueral engagement,
Armies are in line of battle within sight,

General 8. CooPER.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

* Forreat's anil Morgan’s sommands on detached service

t Probably incomplete,

1 Byrne'a battery mentioned ip Breckenridge’s report. The others do not alppear to

kave been engaged in the campaign. Baxter's battery reported as at She
Gibson’s was ordered, December 1, 1862, to Chattanaoga, Tenn., to

December 31, an
be fitted for the field.

byville,
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Genoral Breckinridge’s division, and was engaged in the action that day.

Total loss, 3 men wounded, 4 horses killed, and severzl more wounded.
l_‘hedstock Was very much exhausted, not having been uuharnesscd in
8ix days.
The officers and men all bore themselves well and with coolness.
Sergt. A. A. Blake especially displayed much gallantry.
Respectfully submitted.
J. H. WIGGINS,

Colonel [W. B.] WADE. Captain,
No. 305.
Report of Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, (. 8. 4rmy, commanding Cavairy
Brigade,

HEADQUARTERS WHARTON'S CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Shelbyville Pike, Tenn., January 22, 1863,

Mayor: I _ha.ya the honor to submit the following report of the oper-
adons of the brigade acting under my orders during the battles before
Murfreesborough, commencing December 31, 1862, and ending Satur.
day, January 3, 1863 :

The brigade was composed of the following commands.t * * »

I received my orders from Lieut. Gen, W. J. Hardee in person. They
were a8 follows: I was informed that at daylight on the morning of the
3lst [nltimo] our left wing would attack the enemy’s right. Being drawn
up on the extreme left, I was ordered to reach the enemy’s rear as soon
a8 possible, and to do them all the damage I could. My command was
formed before daylight. Ihad divided my brigade into three commands
in order that it might be better wielded : Texas Rangers, Third Confed-
erate, and Second Georgia, under Colonel Harrison ; the First Confed-
erate, Davis Battalion, Malone's battalion, and Marray’s regiment, under
Colonel Cox, and the remainder of the command acting as a support to
the battery and as a reserve. I moved the command prowptly at day-
light. So vigorous was the attack of our left upon the enemy’s right,
proceeding first at a trot and then at a gallop, I had to travel a distance
of 24 miles before I reached the enemy’s rear. I succeeded in gotting
into position near the Wilkinson pike, with the enemy in my front;
caused Colonel Cox to form his command for a charge ; directed Ca.pf
tain White to open on the enemy with his battery. After a brisk fire
from the artillery, I ordered Colonel Cox to charge, which he did in gal-
lant style, as cvidenced by his capturing the Seventy-fifth Regiment
{llinois Intantry.

About this time Qaptain {S. P.] Christian {Company K, Eighth Texas
Cavalry], with four companies of Texas Rangers, charged a four-gun
battery and captured it, including horses, drivers, harness, and every-
thing pertaining to it.

Up to this time we had taken about 1,500 prisoners, which, with the
artillery and one piece found withont horses about a mile in the enemy’s
rear, were sent to the proper officer in Murfreesborough.

The enemy’s immnense wagon trains, gnarded by a keavy force of cay-
alry, could be seen moving near aud in the rear of the enemy in the di-
rection of the Nashville pike. I determined to move aeross the conntry,
give the cavalry battle, nd to uttew It to capture the train. Our infantry

tBee Organization of tho Arniy of Tenuocsses, No. 189, p, 661,
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by this time had suceeeded in driving the enemy across the Wilkinson
pike. Iu reaching a point about three-quarters of a mile distant from
the Nashville pike, I discovered the wagon train of the enemy, together
with some artillery, moving along the pike. A heavy body of cavalry
was drawn up near and parallel to the pike, facing me, and a consider-
able body was drawn np nearer me to give battle. The battery was
placed in position. Ashby’s regiment and L. T. Hardys company
formed in front of the enemy. Harrison’s command formed on his right
fank. The battery opened with eonsiderable effect. 1t was ordered to
ceage firing and Ashby and Hardy ordered tocharge, which they prompt] y
did., They were met by a counter-charge of the enemy, sapposed to be
the Fourth Regulars, with drawn sabers. At the same time Harrison’s
command was ordered to charge, which they did in the most gallant and
bandsome mauner. The Rangers, in advance, met the enemy, and com-
pletely routed them, relieving Ashby’s command, which was hard pressed.
Availing myself of the confusion caused by the rout of the enemy’s ad-
vanced cavalry, the entire brigade was ordered to charge the enemy’s
whole vavalry force, drawn up in line half a mile in rear of their mair
line of battle, protecting their wagon train. The order was responded
to in the most chivalrous manner, and 2,000 horsemen were harled on
the fos, The ground was exceedingly favorable for cavalry operations,
and after a short hand-to-hand conflict, in which the revolver was us
with deadly effect, the enemy fled from the fleld in the wildest confusion
and dismay, and were pursued to Overall's Creek, a distance of 2 miles.
After they had crossed Overall’s Creek, the enemy reformed out of range
of onr guns.

The wagon train—consisting of several hundred wagons—many pieces
of artillery, and abount 1,000 infantry, who were either guarding the
wagons or were fugitives from the ﬁeid, were ours. The trains were
tareed round, and started back on the pike toward Murfreesborongh.

1 had preceeded but a short distance in the charge when I was in-
formed that a heavy cavalry force immediately in my rear was about to
charge my battery, which, being unable to keep up with the cavalry in
a charge, was some distance behind. EKnowing that it wonld be impos.
gible to withdraw my men from the pursuit, and having no disposition to
do 80, I immediately returned in person with two of my staffi~—Liouten-
ants[D. 8.] Terry, jr., and [G. W.] MeNeal—and found the battery with no
sapport save Colonel Smith and 20 of his men, the balance, with too much
zeal, having engaged in the pursuit of the ﬁeeing enemy. My arrival
was most opportune. About 300 of the enemy’s cavairy, not over 400
yards distant, were bearing down upon the battery with a speed that

‘evinced a determination to take it at all hazards. A few men, with Colo-

nel Smith, were promptly formed, and the battery unlimbered and or-
dered to fire upoun the approaching enemy. Several shells were exploded
in their ranks and they retired in confusion. The command that had
captared the wagons, thinking that they had driven the entire force of
the enemy’s cavalry across Overall's Creek, and apprehending danger
alone from that qnarter, were prepared to meet it only from that direc-
tion. Besides, many were scattered along the entire length of the
wagon train, directing its movemnents and guarding the numerous pris-
oners taken. In this condition they were attacked by the same party
of cavalry from the direction of Murfreesborough that I had repulsed
with the artillery, the enemy’s cavalry that we had driven across Qver-
all’s Oreek being in condition likewise to attack them in the rear. Owing
to this and to my being detained to defend the battery, we were able
only to bring off a portion of the wagons, 5 or 6 pieces of artillery, abont




