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Organization of the Army of Tennesses.®

POLE’S CORPS.

Lient. Gen. LgoNiDAs PoLE,

FIRsT
Maj. Gen. B.
First Brigade,
Brig. Gen. DanikL 8. Domxrson.

8th Tenvessos :
Col. W. L. Moors,
Lieut. Col. J. H. Anderson.
16th Tenuessee, Col, John H. Savage.
38th Teunnessee, Col. John C. Carter.
Glet Tennessee, Col. John Cheater,
84th Tennesses, Col. 8, 8. Stanton.
Carnes’ (Tennessee) battery, Lieut. L. G.
Marshall.

Seoond Brigade.
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER P. STEWaRT.

dth %ggggxg: }coi. O. F. Strahl.
19tk Tennessee, Col. F, M, Walker.
24th Tennesseee :
Col.H. L. W, Bratton.
5 Msj. 3. E. 8hannon,
et ¥223$:: }001. E. E. Tansil.
Mississippi Battery, Capt. T. J. Stanford,

SECOND

Divigron.
F. CHrATHAM.
Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. (JEORGE MaNEY

27th Tenneasee, Col. B. R, Feila.
4th Tennessee (Provisionsl Army), Col.
J. A. MoMurry.

6th Tennessee,  Col, C. 8. Hurt.

9th Tennessee, }Maj. J. L. Harris,

Tennessee Bbarpshooters, Capt. Frank
Maney,

Smith's (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. Will.
iam B. Turner.

st Tennessee, ;

Fourth ( Preston Smith's) Brigads,
Col. A. J. VavaHaN, Jr.

12th Teuneases, Maj. J. N. Wyatt.
13th Tennessce :
Lieut. Col, W. E. Morgan,
Capt. R. F, Lanier.
29th Tennessee, Maj. J. B. Johnson.
47th Tennesses, Capt. W, M. Watkins.
154th Tennesgee, Licut. Col. M. Magev-

ney, jr.
9th Texas, Col. W, H. Young.
Allin’s (Tennessee) Sharpshooters :
Lieut. J. R. J. Creighton.
: Lieut. T. ¥. Paitison.
Tennesseo Battery, Capt. W. L., Soott.

Drviston.

Maj. Gen. JoNms M. WITHERS,

First (Deas’) Brigade.

Col. J. Q. Loomis,
Col. J. G. CoLTaRT,

19th Alabama,

22 Alabama.

25th Alabama.

26th Alabama.

39th Alabama.

17th Alabama Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. B. C, Yancey.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JAMES R. CHALMERS,
Col. T. W. WHITE.

7th Mississippi.
9th Mississippi, Col. T. W. White.
10th Missiasippi.
41at Mississippi.
9th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. 0. F. West.
i Blythe's (Mississippi) regiment.

1st Louisiana (Regulars), Lieut. Col. F. l Garrity’s (Alabama) battery,

H. Farrar, jr.

Robertson’s battery, Capt. ¥.H. Robert-
son,

|

* Compiled from the reports. Other officers than those named may have also been in
actual command of the organizations ind' sated.
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Third ( WalthaiPe) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. J. PATTON ANDEREON,

45th Alabana, Col. James (. Gilchrist.
24th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. P. Me-
Kelvaine,
27th Mississippi :
Col. T. M. Jones.
Licut. Col. J. L. Autry.
Capt. E. R. Neilson,
20th Misaisippi:
Col. W. F. Brantly.
Lieut. Col. J. B. Morgan.
J0th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. J. 1. Scales.
38th North Carolina,* Capt. A. W. Bell.
Missouri Battery, Capt. 0. W. Barrot.
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Fourth ( Anderson’s) Brigade.
Col. A. M. MaNIGADLT.

24th Alabama.

28th Alabama.

34th Alabama. ! :

10th South Carolina

19th Bouth Carolina, }C"I' A.J. Lythgoe.
Alsbama Battery, Capt. D. D. Waters.

HARDEE’S CORPS,

Lient. Glen. WiLLiaM J. HARDEE,

FIraT DIvision,

Maj. Gen. JoaN (. BRECKINKIDGE.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gon. DANIEL W. ApaMs.
Col. Ranpar). L. GiBsoN.

320 Alabama: .
Lient. Col. Henry Maury.
Col. Aloxauder McKinatry,
13th Louisiana, ) Col. R. L. Gibson,
20th Louisiana, § Maj. Charles Guillet.
16th Louisiana, § Col. 8. W. Fisk,
25th Louisiana, { Maj. F.C. Zacharie.
l4th Louisiana Battalion, Maj. J. E. Aua-
tin, .
Washington Artillery(5th Battery), Lient.
W. C.D. Vaught.

Second Brigade.

Col. J. B. PALMER.
Brig. Gen. GiprON J. PiLLOoW,

18th Tennesace :

Col. J. B, Paimer.

Lient. Col. W. R. Butler.
26th Tennessve, Uol. John M. Lillard.
28th Tennesaee, Col. P. D. Cunningham,
32d Tenuessee, Col. Ed. C. Cook,
45th Tennessee, Col. A. Searcy.
Moses’ (Georgia) battery, Lieut. R. W,

Anderson.

Third Brigade,
DBrig. Gen. WiLLiaM PRESTON.

30 Flondy § Col. Williaw bilter.

4th Florids, Col. Williamn L L. Bowen.
60th North Catolina, Cul..J. A. MeDowsll
20th Tennessee :
Col. T. B. Smith.
Lient. Col. ¥, M. Laveader.
Maj. F. Claybrooke.
Tennessee Battery :
Capt. E. E. Wright.
Lieut. J. W. Mebane.

Fourth Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R. W. HAR8SON.
Col. R. P, TRABUE.

418t Alabsna:
Col. H. Talbird.
Lieut. Col. M. L. Stansel.
2d Kentncky, Maj. James W. Hawitt.
4th Kentucky :
Col. R. P. Trabue.
Capt. T. W. Thompson.
[ 6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H. Lewis.
| 9th Kentucky, Col. T. H, Hant.
¢ Kentneky Battery, Capt. R. Cobb.

Jackson's Brigade.t

Brig. Gen. Joun K. Jackson.

5th Georgia :
Col. W. I, Black.
Maj. C. P. Dasisel.

2d Georgia Battalion Sharpstiootors, Maj. J. J. Cox.
Sth Mississippi, Lieat. Col. W, L. 8ykes.

Bth Miasiseippi:

Col. J.C. Wilkinson.
Lieut. Col. A. McNaeill.
Pritchard’s (Georgia) battery.

Lumsden's (Alabama) batiery, Lient. H, H. Crilibs,

* Joined brigade Decewber 31; transfcired, Jan uary 2, to Manigault’s brigade.

t Temporarily assigned to Breckinridge’s division.
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Your general deplores, in common with you, the loss of your gallant
comrades, who have fallen in our recent conflicts. Let their memories be
ensbrined in your hearts, as they will ever be tenderly cherished by
their countrsmen. Let it be yours to avenge their fate, and proudly to
emulate their deeds. Remember that your face ia to the foe, and that
on you rests the defense of all that is dear to freemen. Soldiers, the
proudest reflection of your generalPs life is to be known as the com.
mander of an army so brave and invincible as you have proven. He
asks no higher boon than to lead such men to victory. To share their
trials, and to stand or fall with them, will be the crown of his ambition.

BRAXTON BRAGG,
Qeneral, Commanding,

KY., MID, ARD E. TENN., N. ALA,, AND 8W. VA, |Cmar. XX XIT

No. 191,
Return of casualties in the Confederate forces.

[Compiled from wotinal lists.]

e ; - .
Killed | Wounded Missing, i
- — - - :
g g g |
Canmamnd. ] ] H .a ‘ Officers killed,
£ g ElR | l¢ .
U R
£E|2|8) 4 | & g E Fid
A S [—-- [
POLK'S CORPS. i
CHRATHAN'E DIVIBION. ]
Doneloon's Brigade. ‘
Btk Tennooaos...........| 4| 41| 170 248 | 266|....|[...[ .| 306 | Col William L. Moore,
| Capt. William Sadler,
' and Lieuts. Thomas 0.
! Blacknall, A. G. Den-
! ton, and N, Martin
Kerby.
1Ath Tenneasee. . ... ....( 113536 1{16{16; 207 Cnpt D. C. Spurlook.
35th Tenneasee . 111112 ...l 85 Capt. B. H. Holland,
6ist Tennessee 11011 3 8 #8 Capt. T. C. Campbell.
Carnes’ battery 2 ! 2 . 7
Total............ 785 10 1]18 |19 | oo |
Stewarte Brigade. | | | i i
I |
4th and 5th Tennesses..| 1| 7| 8 . 76 ' Lisut J. P. Ferguson.
19th Tennosses ..........0 2| 14|16 32T Capt.8.J.A, Frazierand
| ; jeut. 3. G.Abernathy.
24th Tennesasa . ... .... 3| 6: 9 58 | Capt. Jesse Irwin and
; ieuts. J. B. Arnoid
| and J. S. Hardison.
31at and 33d Tennessee 1,18 14 e 202 87 | Lieni. W. P. Huotcherson.
Swanford's battery........; 1| 2 | 3 |- . 10 | Liemt. A. A. Hardio.
Total............. B |4z 50 Tz | s
Maney's Brigade. l i R
1st Tonncasee ...............t B B 83
4th Tenneases......... - N 6| & R P 54
fith and 9th Teomessee ... ... &5, 5 5| & 42
Maney's Sharpshoaters .| ...l 1 1 P R 5
Smith's battery ......... ...l 1. 1} 101 [
Total . I el el e
Smith's Brigade. | ‘ o
12th Teanesses. ... .| 1|17 |18 |12 125 D oa7 | 9| 9| 168 | Lisuta J. B Fielderand
: ; J. H. Patterson.
1]1af1m| e l | 88| 3]s |9 | o] kia).Peter H Cole
LB ™ | 82 bl 108
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Betwrn of oasnaltics in the Confoderate foross—Continued.
Tilled. Wounded. Missing.
g g g :
Command. H 2] s Offcers killed.
HHEAY % LR
=S| & E
8la|8|8 & |818(8] 3
Bmith's Brigads—Cont'd.
£7th Tennesses. .. 1|w(1f 7 54 ] 11|12 86 | Capt. James H. Sinclair.
154th Senior Tenn 1/13)14| 8| 78| 84j....] 3{ 8| 101 Ldent.C. 5. Hall
9th Texss . ...--. 21118 8 o4| w2l 1| ¥| 2| 122 | Lieuts. R. ¥. Luckett and
Sharpsh 3 Lie: ?'Fﬁ“ﬁnén h. Lt
Allin’ torn... | 1! 2| 8} 1| & @&f 3 snt. A, M. Bane]
Hin's ooter 12| “TR. T Creighton died
of wounds.
Boott's battery . .............| 1| 1 |ooiboeeenfomeannfoenn . 1
Total..c.......oon-- 7198|105 | 48 | 514 6621 Btas| 8| o5
Grand total Choat | 22 (285 [277 [120 [L477 (L 507 | + | 61 | 85 1,638
ham's division.
WITHERE' DIVIBION.
Deas' Brigads.
Alpbams ... 1| 7! 818 ; 130 | I43 |... 3l 8| 154 | Capt. Robert J. Healey,
gah.&hbm; ilesin| s T 83 | PO PO " m‘?utﬁ‘%ﬂ.smiﬁ:and
s al
25th Alabama ...........- Bii3 (18|10 ™ . 4| 4] 109 { Lisuts. W.C. Gibson, 4.
A, Patterson, and H.
B. Scofield.
#6th Alsbema .. ........ [....| & &} 6§ 10| 76, 8
A Hoguiara | 3| 81 8 $os| Tl % | Lieuta. B. C. Conss ant
.. . 1 uta. B. C.
1s¢ Lo na Regulars B. G, Ser
17th Battalion Alsbamsa [....| | 3: 1 14 15 . 18
Sharpshooters.
Robertson’s battery - .. .- |....[.-- 19 19 |- 1)1 20
TOMd .. aaeeaeeeene 845 |53 62| 66| 58S ... 31 3l | e72
Chalmers' Brigade.
Missisaippi AEIE) - - !'} R 3 Capt. B. D. MeDowsll
. 4 1 Aps. -
b e Bl e 18 n.ll):d Lts. H. J. M, Har-
rigill and G. W, Jones.
9th Mississippi.-..-....-. ....] 8} 81 & 86 . 6| & 84
10th Mi.uinsi]p)pi .......... 2| 6| 8; 8 62 | g 8 84 | Lients.J. ¥. Moseloy and
Licits B 3 Betta, W
t Mismisaippl.......... 3 951 & 116] 123 . 8| B| 156 ipnta. F. M. .
s TP = . Kennsdy, and P. H,
McMahon.
Blythe's (Mississlppi) [....] 4| 4| 1} 30| 3| 111817} 062
mﬂlﬂl:int
Uth saippl Battalion{....| 7! 71 22 22 |. . 20
Shay ootera.
Garrity's battery ....... L] B8] %] 2 183 20 23
Total...............| 8|59|67 (34 401 435 542
Walthall's Brigade.
d5th Alabama ............ ..118 )13 B 86 71 . T 7 91
24th Misaisstppi.-----.-..]-...| B| 8| 5! w087 1081 ... 18]
27th Mississippi..........| 2 911 | & 86 n 11 83 1 Lieut. Col. James L. Aw
try and Lient. M, @.
Edwards.
20th Miasissippi.......... &l30{a3¢{14 188 | 202 __|.._.|....] 236 Capt. H.J. Harper and
| ients. W. (3. Barks-
! : dale, W. A. McDanjel,
i b and R. 8. Bpancer,
80th Missleeippi,....-..-. 6157630 10| 136 | 146 |...|....]...., 200 Lieuts, . W. Boons, G.
1 ‘W. Hope, W. J. Mc-
Guaire, J. C. McIntyre,
! D. R Pattonsnd E. B
Ridus.
1 1 2 3 33 36 |. s 8 44 | Lisut. John W. Rhea.
Barrsi's battery. ... FRPON DU S 4] 4
Tobal...oevreoono-o| 1B [L18 101 | 42 | 508 GBS (... 0 14 | 14| TR
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the charge which it made it was brought directly under the fire of sev.
eral batteries, strongly posted and supperted, which it assanlted with
eager resolution. All the line in their front was carried except the ex:
treme right. This point, which was the key to the enewy’s position, and
which was known as the Round Forest, was attacked by the right of
the brigade. It was met by a fire from artillery and musketry which
mowed down more than half its number. The Sixteenth Regiment Ten-
nessee Volunteers, under the command of Col. John H. Savage, lost
207 out of 402. It could not advance and would not retire. Their
colonel, with characteristic bravery and tenacity, deployed what was
left of his eommand as skirmishers and held his position for three hours.
In the Eighth Tennessee, of the right wing, under the lamented Colonel
W. L.] Moore, who fell, mortally wonuded, and who was succeeded by
kieut. Col. J. H. Anderson, the loss was 306 men and officers out of 425.

The enemy was now driven from the field at all poiuts oceupied by
him in the morning, along his whole line, from his right to the extreme
left, and was pressed back until our line occupied a position at right
angles to that which we held at the opening of the battle. After pass-
ing the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike, bis light was covered
by large bodies of fresh troops and numerous batteries of artillery, and
the advance of our exhansted columns was checked. His extrems left
alone beld its position. This occupied a piece of ground well chosen
and defended, the river being on the one hand and & deep railroad cut
on the other. It was held by a strong force of artillery and infantry,
well supported by a reserve composed of Brigadier-General [T. J.}
Wood’s division. ) )

My last reserve having been exhausted, the brigades of Major-Gen-
eral Breckinridge’s division, and a small brigade of [Brigadier-]Gen-
eral J. K. Jackson, posted to guard our right flauk, were the only troops
left. that had not been engaged. Four of these were ordered to report
to me, They came in detachments of two brigades each, the first arriv-
ing nearly two hours after Donelson’s attack, the other about an hoar
after the first. The commanders of (hese detachments, the first com-
posed of the brigades of Generals {D. W.] Adams and Jackson, the
second under Gteneral Breckioridge in person, consisting of the bri-
gades of General [William] Prestoun and Colonel [J. B.{‘Palmer, had
pointed ont to them the particular object to be accomplished, to wit,
to drive in the enemy’s left, and, especially, to dislodge him from his
position in the Round Forest. Unfortunately, the opportune moment
for putting in these detachments had passed. Could they have been
thrown upon the enemy’s left immediately following Chalmers’ and
Donelson’s assault in quick succession, the extraordinary strength of
his position would have availed him nothing. That point would have
been carried, and his left, driven back on his panie-stricken right, would
have completed his confusion and insured an utter rout. It was, how-
ever, otherwise, and the time lost between Donelson’s attack and the
coming up of these detachments in succession enabled the encmy to
recover his self-possession, to mass a number of heavy batteries, and
concentrate a strong infantry force on the position, and thus make a
successful attack very difficuit. Nevertheless, the brigades of Aduams
and Jackson assailed the enemy’s line with ewergy, and, after a severe
contest, were compelled to yiekl and full back. They were promptly
rallied by General Breckinridge, who, baving proceded his other bri-
gades, reached the ground at that moment, but as they were very much
cut up, they were not required to renew the attack. The brigades of
Preston and Palmzer, on arriving, renewed the assault with the same
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unodannted determination, but as another battery had been added since
the previous attack, t« a position already strong and diffienlt of access,
this assanlt was alike ineffectual. The enemy, though not driven from
his position, was severely punished, and, as the day was far spent, it
was not deemed advisable to renew the attack that evening, and the
troops held the line they occupied for the night.

The following morning, inatead of finding him in position to receive
a renewal of the attack, showed that, taking advantage of the night, he
had abandoned this last position of his first line, and the opening of the
pew year found us masters of the field.

This battle of Decewber 31 developed in all parts of the field which
came under my observation the highest qualities of the soldier among
our troops. The promptness with which they moved upon the enemy
whenever they were called to attack him, the vigor and élan with which
their movements were made, the energy with which they assaulted his
strong positions, and the readiness with which they responded to the
call to repeat their assaults, indicated a spirit of dauntless courage,
which places them in the very front rank of the soldiers of the world,
For the exhibition of these high traits they are not a little indebted to
the example of their officers, whose conurage and energy had won their
confidence and admiration.

January 1 passed without any material movement of either side, be-
yond occasional skirmishing along the lines in our front. I ordered
Ohalmers’ brigade, now commanded by Colonel [T. W.] White, [Ninth
Misgissippi,] to occupy the ground in rear of the Round Forest just
abandoned by the enemy. This it did, first driving ont his pickets

On the 2d there was skirmishing during the morning. Tn the after-
noon, about 3 o’clock, General Bragg announced his intention to attack
the enemy, who was supposed to be in force on the north side of the
river, and ordered me to relieve two of General Breckinridge’s brigades,
which were stili in my front, and send them over to that officer, who
had returned to his post, as he proposed to make the attack with the
troops of Breckinridge’s division. Iissued the necessary orders at once,
and the troops were transferred as directed. The general commanding
ordered me also to open fire with three batteries, which had been placed
in Chalmers’ line, to distract the enemy at the time of Breckinridge’s
attack, and to shell out of the woods which covered his line of move-
ment any sharpshooters whe might aunoy him while approaching the
river. The shelling ordered, which was to be the signal for Breckin-
ridge’s advance, was promptly executed and the woods were cleared.
Of the particulars ot this movement General Breckipridge will speak in
kis own report.

When the firing of my batteries was opened, as above, there was a
forward movement of the enemy’s infantry apon my pickets in the Round
Forest, and a sharp conflict, which lasted for some time, and ended in the
enemy’s regrining possession of the forest. This position being of much
va,cllue to us, I found it necessary to regain it, and gave the requisite
orders.

On the following morning, at daybreak, I ordered a heavy fire of artil-
lery from several batteries to open upon it, and, after it was thoroughly
shelled, detachments from the brigades ot Colonels White and Coltart
charged it with the bayonet at a double-quick and put the enemy to
flight, clearing it of his regiments and capturing a lieulenant-colonel
and 13 wen. The enemy, however, knew the importanee of the posi-
tion also, and was occupied duriug the day in throwing ap earthworks for
the projection of batteries within easy range. These being completed,
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next day, publish General Polk’s report of the battle of Murfreest‘)‘or-
ough, which had been forwarded by its Richmond correspondent, #S,
L,” the party to whom the corrected copy had been sent, and the report
was accordingly published, as inclosed. I have thought it due to my-
self and to General Polk to make these statements to the Department,
in explanation of the appearance of the report. ) ) ]

Since writing the foregoing, I have, in answer to an inguiry, received
the following dispatch from the editor of the Register:

I had no express anthority of the Government for publishing General Polk's re-

but as my correspondent at Richmond had been ailowed access to official copies
g;‘) ;%e :ther m;orts, al?({i’ it expressed no disapproval of their publication, I inferred its

congent. J. A. SPERRY.

to be, very respectfally, your obedient servant
I have the honor e, Very resp y,v%: o A OND, A
Aide-de-Camp.

P. 8.--Mr. Minor, in his communication, informs me that no supple:
mentary report of the battle of Murfreesborough had been received at
the War Department, Such a report was made and forwarded to your
office, and this postseript is added in explanation of its publication with

the main report.
[Indorsement.}

The explanation of this publication is little satisfactory. Express
authority of the Departient should be obtained before the copy of any
official paper is intrusted to the agents of the press, who are under a
strong temptation to publish as news whatever may be interesting to

i 8,
their reader J A S,

Secretary.

No. 193.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Cheatham, C. 8. Army, commanding
/Mo First Division.
HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S DIVISION,

PoLx’s Corps, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., February 20, 1863.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the action of this
division in the batiles before Murfreeshorough, commencing on Decem-
ber 30, 1862, and ending on January 3, 1863: )

The division is composed of the following brigades and batteries:

Brig. Gen. 1. 8. Donelson’s brigade: Sixteenth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. John H. Savage; Thirty-eighth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. John C. Carter; Fifty-first Regiment Tennessee Vollm-
teers, Col. John Chester; Eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
W. L. Moore; Eighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. 8. 8,
Stanton; Capt. W. W. Carnes’ light battery. N .

Brig. Gen. A, P, Btewart’s brigade: Fourth and F ifth Regiments Ten-
nessee Volnnteers, Col. O. . Strahl; Twenty-fourth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col, H, L. W. Brattou; Thirty first and Thirty-third Regi-
ments Tennessee Volunteers, Col. E. E. Tansil; Nineteenth Regiment
Tennessee Volunteers, Col. F. M. Walker; Capt. T. J. Stanford’s light
battery. ) _ )

Brig. Gen., George Maney’s brigade: First Regiment Tennessee Vol.
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unteers, Col. H. R. Feild; Fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col
d. A, McMurry; Sixth and Ninth Regiments Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
C. 8. Hurt; Capt. Frank Maney’s company of sharpshooters; Capt.
[then Lieut.] W. B, Turner’s light battery (Mississippi).

Brig. Gen. Preston Smith’s brigade: One hundred and fifty-fourth
Senior Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel M. Magev
ney, jr.]; Thirteenth Regiment Tennessec Volunteers, Col. A.J. Vaughan,

Jr.;] Forty seventh Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Major [Thomas R,

hearon]; Twenty-ninth Regiment Tennesseo Volunteers, [Maj. John B.
Johnson;] Ninth Texas Iefantry, Col. W. H. Young; Captaiu [P. T.]
Allin’s company of sharpshooters; Capt. W, L. Scott’s light battery,

On December 26, General Maney’s brigade, being on outpost duty at
Stewart’s Creek, hearing heavy firing in front, was moved forward by
General Maney to La Vergoe, 5 miles toward Nash ville, where he came
in sight of the enemy advancing, who encamped that night 3 miles be-
yond La Vergne, After a cobsultation with General Wheeler, who was
stationed at this advanced post with his cavalry brigade, they advised
the commander-in-chiet that a general advance of the enemy had com-
menced.

On the worning of the 27th the enemy again commenced his advance,
our troops, both infantry and cavalry, skirmishing constantly with the
enemy, and gradually falling back, the infantry that night halting at
Overall’s Creek, and uext day falling back to Murfreesborough.

On Monday morning, at daytight, the command (having the day pre
vious cooked three days’ rations, struck their tents, loaded their wagons
and sent them to the rear) commenced crosstug Stone’s River, and formeq
line of battle in the following order, from right to left: First Brigade,
Brigadier-General Donelson commanding; Secoud Brigade, Brigadier-
General Stewart commanding ; Third Bri gade, Brigadier-General Maney
commanding; Fourth Brigade, Col. A. J, Vaughan, {ir.,] commanding,
the line extending from the Nashville Railroad, on the right, to Frank-
lin road, on the left. My division was formed from 500 to 800 yards in
rear of Major-General Withers’ division, and was the supporting force
to that division, which formed the fraut line of Poll’s €OTps.

Nothing of importance oceurred until the middle of the day on Tues-
day, when, the enemy having comwmenced deploying and forming his
lines in our front, heavy skirmishing was commenced between the op-
posing forces and continued to increase until near sunset, when, the
enemy having established his lines as far to his right as the Triune road,
where my left rested,in a dense cedar thicket, and more than 300 yards
in front of Colonel Loomis’ brigade, the firing became very heavy. In
the mean time Robertson’s battery, which had been placed in position in
the Triune road, supported in rear by the One hundred and fifty-fourth
Tennessee Regiment, which I Lhad detached from Colonel Vaughan's
brigade for that special duty, opened upon the ewemy a heavy fire,
whick was prowptly answered by two of the enemy’s batteries. In a
short time afterward, three of the eneny’s regiments made a dash ou
Rubertron’s battery, but were repulsed by a fewrounds of canister frow
the battery and a well-direeted volley of musketry from the One hundred
and fifty-fourth Regiment Tenuessee Volunteers and rwo Alabam: regi-
wents on Colonel Loomis® left, after losing quite a number in killed
and wounded.  During this engagenwnt Captain Rolberison had 14 men
wounded and severu! killed, and one ammnnition ehest blown up by the
explosion of a shell from the enemy,  The One hundyerl and tifty-fourth
Regiment Tennessee Volunteers lost considerably in this cugagement,
but behaved themselves most gallantly.  The enemy’s batteries kept up
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a continual shelling until quite dark. The loss in Loomis’ and Vaughan'’s
brigades and Robertson’s battery was over 75.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st, the attack was commenced
on our extreme left by Major-General MeCown’s division, supported by
Major-General Cleburne’s division, of Lieutenaut-General Hardee’s corps,
the plan of the battle being that the attack should be made by brigades,
each advancing to the front, attacking the enemy’s lines, then wheeling
to the right to take him in flank, to be followed up in like manner from
left to right.

At 7 o'clock Colonel Loomis’ brigade, in the front line, was ordered to
the attack, and being not more than 300 yards from the enemy’s lines,
was immediately engaged. His command had fo cross an open woods
and a corn-field in order to reach the enemy, who were strongly posted
in a cedar wood. He made a gallant dash, but after reaching near the
woods was compeiled to fall back to his original position, where the
command was soon reorganized under my own superintendence.

In the mean time the supporting brigade npder Colonel Vanghan had
advanced over the same ground and attacked the enemy furiously
driving him away from and capturing two of his guns, but was for
to give orders to his command to fall back, on account of the murderons
fire being poured into his front, and particularly a raking fire that was
turned npon him from his right, compietely enfilading his lines. They,
however, retired in good order, and in a few moments after being re-
formed were again sent forward by me, with instractions to bear some-
what to the right, so as partially to avoid the heavy wood.

In the mean time the Ninth Texas Regiment, under the command of
that gallant officer, Col. W. H. Young, who did not hear the order, be-
came detached and was farther to the left. It remained in the woods
and continued to fight the euemy, and at last charged them on their
flank and drove them from the woods on their entire right, losing very
heavily. In the first assault made by Colonel Loomis’ brigade that
officer was so wounded by the falling of a limb cut from a tree that he had
to turn over the command to the next senior officer (Colonel Coltart).
The brigade suffered very severely in this charge. Colonel Vaughan's
brigade also suffered very severely in its desperate charge against the
same stronghold. Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan aud Major [Peter H.] Cole,
both of the Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, were mortally
wounded ; also a very large number of officers and men.

At about 8 o’clock, Colonel Maniganlt’s brigade moved out and at-
tacked the enemy direcily in his front. He me{ with very strong resisi-
ance, and after Colopel Looniis was compelled to fall back, and the
enemy’s fire turned upon his left flank, enfilading his lines, he was com-
pelled to retire. He, however, soon rallied his command, made another
gallant attack, and was forced to fall back a second time. At this junc-
ture General Maney’s brigade came up and took position on the left of
Manigaunlt’s, when they moved forward and took position facing toward
the Wilkinson pike, near the Harding house, when two batteries of the
enemy opened vupon them, ove of them in the woods on Manigault’s
right, and on the west gide of the Wilkingon pike; the other on the east
side of the pike. At this place I came up with Colonel Vanghan’s bri-
gade. General Maney had placed Captain [Lieutenant] Tarner's bat-
tery of Napoleon guns ip position near the briek- kiln, which tr a short
time silenced the battery on the east side of the road. Colonel Mani-
gault assailed the ope in the woods with two regiments, bnt did not
suceeed in capturing it. Having made my dispositions, I ordered Colo-
nel Vaughan to move forward with his brigade, and take position on
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General Cleburne’s right, which was in the woods to my front and left.
General Maney and Colonel Manigault I accompanied across the Wil-
kinson pike, just in front of the enemy’s battery last mentioned, which
the enemy had abandoned on our approach. The one in the woeds to
our right was also abandoned, most of the horses having been so dis-
abled that the guns could not be removed. After crossing the Wilkin-
son pike, I rode forward to the cedar brake toward the Nashrille pike,
where I found General Stewart’s brigade botly engaging the enetmy.
He captured three of his guns, drove him through the woods and be-
yond the field to the Nashville pike. During this encounter, Colonel
Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth Tennesses Volunteers, a most gallant
officer, was killed. Colonel Vanghan advanced with Cleburne’s divis.
ion, fighting and driving the enemy until he reached the Nashville pike,
when the enemy’s fire became so heavy he was forced to retire, after
having again driven the enemy from two of his guns. Late in the even-
ing I placed him on the Wilkinson pike, in the rear of General Cleburne’s
divisicn, with instructions to remain there until further orders. This
brigade acted most gallantly during the entire day, having had two
terrible engagements, losing 705 men out of 1,813,

About 10 o’clock General Donelson’s brigade was ordered forward to
the support of General Chalmers’ brigade, which had been partially
driven back. General Donelson pressed forward through the open field
in front of the burnt house, under a terrific fire of twenty pieces of artil-
lery and a heavy infantry force. Colone! SBavage’s regiment (Sixteenth
Tennessee) and three companies of the Fifty-first Tennessee passed to
the right of the hotise, extending to the river on the right; the remain
der of the Fifty-first, with the Eighth and Thirty-third Regiments,
passing to the left of the honse, advanced, under a heavy fire of in-
fantry, toward the sonth end of the cedar brake. During this advance
Colonel Moore, of the Eighth Tennessee, had Lis horse killed under
him, and in a few moments afterward that gallant officer fell, dead,
having been shot through the heart by a mwinie ball. The Eightbh Ten-
nessee Regiment, now nnder the command of its gallant lieutenant-
colonel, Johe H. Anderson, dashed forward into the cedar brake, drove
the enemy before them, charged and captored a battery, and, in con-
nection with the Thirty-eighth and seven companies of the Fifty-first
Tennessee Rogiments, fought and drove the enemy out of the south end
of the brake, through the open ficld to his reserves on the Nashville
pike, capturing from (00 to 700 prisoners. Colonel Savage, of the Six-
teenth Tennessee, advanced beyond the burnt house (Cowan), and took
position on the right of the railread, and for three hours held the col-
umns of infantry in his tront in check, and when, after the arrival of
General Adams’ brigade, he withdrew his regiment, he left 30 dead men
ins the line he bad occupied. The loss of this regiment was 207 out of
402, being over one-half. The Eighth Tennessee, under Lieutenant-
Colone! Anderson, lost 306 men and officers out of 472, which shows
what they had to contend against. The other regiments of this brigade
suffered nearly as badly.

Assoon as [it was]discovered that our advanced line had been checked,
I immediately commenced forming a double line of infantry in the cedar
brake, in order to resist any movenment the enemy mnight make againat
us. General Stewart’s brigade being in the advance, was first aligned.
General Maney’s brigade was formed on its [eft, and Colonel Loomis’
on its right, with Generals Douelsow’s, 'reston’s, Adams’, and Mani.
gault’s brigades in the rear line, General McCown formed his divisioir
on the left of General Maney. In this position they remained untit
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night, & great portion of the time under a heavy fire of the enemy’s
artiliery.

On Friday morning the brigades of Generals Preston and Adams were
withdrawn, when the lines were reformed and straightened, and Smith’s
brigade was bronght forward and placed in the lines, he having arrived
and taken command on Thursday.

On Wedpesday there was but little done by my artillery, on account
of the iwmpossibility of advancing it through the cedars and pedregal on
my leit. Captain {Lientenant] Turner’s battery was brouglt into action
on that day by General Maney and did good service.

On Triday and Satarday Captains Stanford, Scott, Carnes, and [Lien-
tenant] Turner did excellent service with their guns, which bad been
advanced up the railroad by order of Lieutenant-General Polk. Lien-
tenant fA. A.] Hardin, of Captain Stanford’s battery, with one section,
was sent to the assistance of Colonel Manigaalt on Tuesday, and, while
gallantly working his rifled pieces, was killed by a round shot.

On 8anday morning, at 1 o’clock, preparations having been previonsly
made, my command brought up the rear as the army slowly fell back
toward Shelbyville.

Although my division was originally placed in the second line as a
supporting force, it was not long before it was all under fire and hotly
engaged with the enemy, aud I am prond to say that each brigade did
good service. I eannot omit this opportunity to express my thanks
for the fortitude with which they bore the hardships and their gallant,
soldier-like bearing during the eight trying days they were in line of
battle, and most of the time under fire.

A list of casunalties of my command is herewith inclosed, the loss being
277 kilied, 1,597 wounded, and 65 missing. Total, 1,939.#

My staff with me oo the field—Maj. John Ingram, assistant adjutant-
general ; Maj. Joseph Vaulx, [jr.,] assistant inspector-general; Maj.
George V. Young, chief quartermaster; Maj. B. J. Butler, chief of sub-
sistence ; Maj. J. A. Cheatham, chief of ordnance; Lieut. J. G. Mang,
engineer officer, and Lieut. A, L. Robertson, aide-de-camp-—all managed
their separate departinents to my entire satisfaction.

Capt. Robert. L. Weakly, who was badly wounded, and Lieutenant
[J. H.] Marsh, of the artillery; Lieut. Thomas [H.} Henderson, adjutant
of the Sixth Tennessee; Capt. R. A. Alston, of South Carolina, and
Capt. J. Webb Bmith, volunteer aides-de-camp, all behaved gallantly,
and did good service in trausmitting orders over the extensive field of
operations during the day.

Maj. F. H. McNairy, my aide-de-camp, who liad accompanied me on all
previous battle-fields, was, unforfunately, absent, having been severely
wounded by the aceidental discharge of a pistol at Kuoxville.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. ¥. CHEATHAM,
Maj. Gen., Comdg, Cheatham’s Div., Pollds Covps, Army of Tenn,
Maj. THomAs M. JACK,
Assistant Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAN'S DIVISION,
Sketbyville, Tenn., January 8, 1863
31w : Iu complinnee with orders from corps headquarters, the follow-
ing report of the number of officers and men killed, wounded, and miss-

* Beo totals in tabalated statement, p. 677.

Omar. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 709

ing in the recent engagement near Murtreesborough, Tenn., is respect.
fully submitted:

T ) Kilied. | Wounded. | Missing.

I I - - .

§ £
Brigndes. ) 13 %
1R ETE £ R| B
P58 5 f13|5§
g ] g = g : 8 <
DHODEISOD'S - e emeeeteeneemeinen e amaran e ene s 0| o8] 42| s3] 1| 16! 700
2173 (2.8 o X TR 8 53 23 33 W I 2 3
B T T PN 3 19 12 1504 ..., 8 183
Smith's . e 7 98 4B 518 3 35 707
Total*............ aameearawrarioberE et i a8 | 270 126 | 1,611 4 4 61 | 1,999

B. F. CHEATHAM,
Major-General, Commanding.
[Inclesure. )
Report of officers and men actually engage(tli in the baitle of Murfreesborough, in Cheatham's
ivision.

e e e - I__._:..
| 1§
Command. § . g
&
T | e
g% ! 3
Donelson’s brigade : i
Bth TonDeABee . ... ... ... . ettt cra e a8 430 - 474
18th Tennesses .. 24 363 ; 407
38th Tennessee. . 20 242 ! 282
51st Tennessss. . 23 270, 203
Carnes’ battery ... 5 88 ; 73
I
B N 110 1,4195 1,529
Stewart's brigade - I :
dth and 5th Tennesses. ... . ... ... .. .. .iiiiiemaiiaaans e 41 417 ° 458
18th Tennesses........ 82 348 380
24th Tennesses........ 3 318 . 344
$1st and 333 Tennesase .. 34 M5 370
Stanford’s DALLAIY ... ..ot i emr e e ranns 4 70 . 7
B O PP SR M2 | 1,482 1,63
Maney’s brigade :
1st and Z7th Tonneases. ...c..coveunicueescanse s mnns s amacatammeaans 2 434 457
4th Tennesses (Confedernte) . . .. .o oorrcrmcnae ccmcecacecnaanns 84 837 | 3
#th and 9th Tenneasss ___..... as 84 | 4i2
Maney's Sharpshoobears ... . ..o i ittt imraaseeare s ana B 58 | 61
Saith's DALLETY - ...t aea et 3 78 | a
TOML. ..oenn it e e ey nnnreeeeeane s —oenl W01 1281 1,382
Smith's brigade: !
12th Tennesses. . ..............cccociienannan. 267 | 322
13th Tenpeasee. ... 236 | 252
20th Tennesses. . .. 224, 254
47th Tennesses.......... 247 . 263
154th Tennesses (senior) 253 | 978
Bth Texan._.......... . - ‘ 823
Allin’s Sharpshooters ... .. - 47 50
Bookt's BRBerY. .. ... .. .. i iiediec e e 77 81
OtA .o ] 1680 1,823
Grand total......... ... e i 5,873 | 6,360
Less 30 men from each regiment, o infirmary detadt .............. .. .. .. L ‘ ....... 10

Total loss, 1,939, Loss, 35 per cent.

Roapectfully submiited. B. F. CHEATHAM,

Mejor-General, Oommanding Division.

* But ace tabulated atal‘.emsrntrorrixmpr.i 577, ;Ereeing with totals given above.
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Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel S. Donelson, C. 8. Army commanding First
Brigade.

HEADQUARTEES FIERST BRIGADE, FiRsT DIVISION,
PoLr’s Comres, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January 20, 1863.

1 have the bonor to submit a report of the part taken by the First Bri-
gade in the late engagement with the enemy before Murfreesborough.

The brigade was composed of the following regiments and battery,
viz: The Sixteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John H. Sav-
age; the Thirty-eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John G,
Carter; the Fifty-first Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John Ches-
ter; the Lighth Regimeut Tennessee Volunteers, Col. W. L. Moore;
Bighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. 8. 8. Stanton, an
Captain Carnes’ battery. The Eighty-fourth Regiment, being a new
and very small regiment, was assighed to my command on the worning
of December 29, 1862, only two days before the battle.

In obedience to orders, the tents were struck and the wagons packed
and sent to the rear Sunday night, 27th ultimo.

At daylight Monday morning the brigade was moved to and assumed
its line of battle, which was second and supporting to the first line of
battle, two companies of Colonel Savage's, the right regiment, extending
across the railroad, and Colonel Carter’s, the left regiment, across the
Wilkinson pike, its left resting on the right of General Stewart’s brigade.
This line of battle, with General Chalmers’ brigade in front, which mine
was to support, was formed on the brow of the hill, about 300 yards in
a southeast direction from the white house, known as Mrs. James’. That
position was retained nnder an occasional shelling, with but few casual-
ties, until dark Tuesday evening, when,in obedience to orders from Liea-
tenant-General Polk, the brigade was moved forward to the frout line, to
relieve General Chalmers’ brigade, which had already held that position
three days and nights. Before day the brigade returned to its proper
position, and General Chalmers’ brigade resumed its place on the front
line.

During the night a general order from General Bragg was received
directing a vigorous and persistent attack at daylight by our left wing on
the right of the enemy, the whole of both lines conforming to the wove-
ments of the lett wing, gradually wheeling and attacking the enemy as
goon as the advance of the left wing should justify it. Orders were
received from Lieutenant-General Polk directing me to conform the
movements of my brigade to those of General Chalmers’ brigade, always
keeping in close supporting distance—about 2,600 feet in rear—and to
support it promptly when ordered. Orders also came from Major-Gen-
eral Cheatham directing me to obey any orders which I might receive
from Major-General Withers, who gave me orders similar to those re-
eeived from Lieutenant-General Polk.

In obedience to the forvegoing orders, I moved my brigade, except
Stanton’s regiment, forward at 1¢0’clock Wednesday inorning, December
31 (the right being the directing regiment and the railroad the line of
direction), unti! it reached the froot line, from which General Chalmers’
brigade had started, where it was halted until orders should be received
to advance to the support of Geperal Chalmers. From the moment )
moved from my first position in the morning until dark thai night my
hrigade was constantly under the fire of shot and shell from the enemy’s
batteries, and it sustained more or less loss in killed and wounded on
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every part of the field to which it was assigned for duty. TIhisac ounts
to some extent for the heavy loss it sustained.

Colonel Stanton’s regiment, being a new and small one, and Laving
received its arms only the day before, I deemed it best to leave it in the
rear, in support of Captain Carnes’ battery, and I consequently gave the
requisite orders for that purpose.

The brigade had occupied its position aloug the front line (behind
Chalmers’ breastworks) only a few minutes, when, General Chalmers
having received a severe wound, his brigade was broken and the greater
part of it fell back in disorder and confusion. Under orders from Lieu-
tenant-General Polk, I immediately advanced my brigade to its support,
and, indeed, its relief, under a shower of shot and shell of almost every
description. During this advance my horse was shot under me, from
which, and another wound received at the Cowan house, he died daring
theday. In advanecing upon and attacking the enemy under such a fire,
my brigade found it impossible to preserve its alignment, because of the
walls of the burnt house known as Cowan's and the yard and garden
fence and picketing left standing around and about it; in consequenece
of which, Savage’s regiment, with three companies of Chester’s regiment,
went to the right of the Cowanhouse,and advanced npon the enemy until
they were checked by three batteries of the enemy, with a heavy in-
fantry support, on the hill to the right of the railroad, while the other
two regiments {Carter’s and Moore’s), with seven companies of Chester’s
regiment, went to the left of that house through a most destructive
cross-fire, both of artillery and small-arms, driving the enemy and sweep-
ing everything before them until they arrived at the open ficld beyond
the cedar brake, in a northwest direction from: the Cowan house, when,
having exhausted their ammunition, they retired to the Wilkinson pike
in order to reform their regiments and replenish their eartridge-boxzes.
The two regiments and seven companies that went to the left of the
Cowan house charged, drove, and pursued the enemy very rapidly, load-
ing and firing as they advanced, and did great execation.

In the charge immediately upon entering the woods after leaving the
Cowan house, we had to deplore the loss of Col. W. L. Moore, of the
Eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, when the command of the reg-
iment devolved upon the gallant Liemt. Col. John H. Anderson, who
proved himself fully equal to the responsible post he had been so sad-
denly called upon to assume. Colonel Moore’s horse was killed underand
foll upon him. Disengaging himself as scon as possible, he advanced on
foot with his regiment only a short distance when he was shot through
the heart and instantly killed. His fate was that which, if he must fall,
he himself would have chosen—dying -upon the field of his glory, his
regiment fighting most gallantly around him, and he himself in the full
ans energetic discharge of his whole duty, without a pang and without
a struggle. In the death of Colonel Moore the service has lost one of
its most valuable officers, the country a devoted patriot, and the commu-
nity in which he lived an excellent and most estimable citizen.

In the charge through the cedar woods to the left of the Cowan house,
Colonel Carter's report shows that his regiment captured seven pieces of
artillery and about 500 prisopers; Colonel Chester’s, that his regiment
captured three pieces of artillery and several hundred prisoners,* and

*Ag explanatory of the capture of the battery Ly the Eighth Tennessee Regiment,
commanded by Lieut. Col. John H, Anderson, of said regiment, it may be proper, ander
the circumstances, for me to say that the regiment killed the horses when the gunners
purrendered as prisonsra of war, leaving Col. [George W.] Roberts, who was pointed
put by one of the prisoners as their colonel in command of the brigade, dead near the
gus. I make this statement in order that the facts may be known.—[D. 8. D.}
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Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson’s, that his regiment captured six pieces of
artillery and about 400 prisoners. Itispossible thatthese gentlemen, with
the most honest intentions and in perfec: good faith, may have counted
some of the same guns as being captared by their respective regiments,
but 1 am satisfied, upon a full conversation with them all and a knowl-
edge of the groand over which they passed, and the position and move-
ments of the other troops upon the same field, that the brigade captured
at least eleven pieces of artiilery and over 1,000 prisoners,

Colonel Bavage’s regimont, with three companies of Colonel Chester’s,
held, in my judgment, the critical position of that part of the field. Un-
able to advance, and deterinined not to retire, having received a message
from Licutenant-General Polk that Lsbonld in a short time be re-enforced
aud properly supported, I ordered Colonel Savage to hold his position
at all hazards, and T felt it to be my duty to remain with that part of the
brigade, holding s0 important and hazardous a position as that occupied
by him. Colonel Savage, fiuding the line he had to defend eutirely too
long for the number of men under his command, and that there was
dauger of his being flanked, either to the right or left, as the oue or the
other wing presented the weaker front, finally threw out the greater part
of his command as skirmishers, as well to deccive the enemy a3 to our
strength in his rear as to protect his long line, and held his position, with
characteristic and most commendable tenacity, for over three hours. At
the expiration of that time Jackson's brigade came up to my support,
but iustead of going to the right of the Cowan house and to the support
of Colonel Savage, it went to the left of the house and over the ground
which the two left regiments and seven companies of my brigade had
already gone over, After Jackson’s, General Adams’ brigade came up
to the support of Colonel S8avage, when, the latter withdrawing his regi-
ment to make way for it, it attacked the enemy with spirit for a short
time, but it was soon driven back in disorder and confusion, Colonel
Savage's regiment retiring with it. Subsequently, Preston’s brigade
came up to the same position, one regiment, and perhaps more, going to
the right of the Cowan house, and were repulsed, while the remainder
of the brigade went to the left of the house and over the same ground
which a part of my brigade and all of Jackson’s had already traversed,

Abont this time [ rejoined the two left regiments and seven companies
of my brigade drawn up in line of battle on the right of Stewart’s brigade
at the edge of the open field, after passing throngh the cedar woods to
the right of the Wilkinson pike. Here we remained under a very heavy
fire from the enemy’s artillery, both of shell and shot, until dark, when
I withdrew my brigade about 200 yards, for the night, throwing out a
strong picket for its protection. During the night I ordered Colonel
Savage’s command to rejoin the brigade, and collected all that T could
of my stragglers, and had them brought to their respective commands.

On Thursday and Friday but little was done, save fo keep my men
(under an occasional shelling) in line of battle and on the alert, either
for any demonstration on the part of the enemy or any movement that
might be in the contemplation of my comwanding officers  During this
interval my dead were buried, and my wounded, which had not already
been cared for, properly attended to.

Friday afternoon, under orders from Major General Cheatham , I moved
my brigade forward, parallei with the Wilkinson pike, about half a mile,
in order to relieve Maney’s brigade on the front line. There we remained,
with a strong picket thrown out in front, and skirmisking with the ene-
my’s pickets nearly all the while, until 1 o’clock Sunday morning, Jan-
uary 4, when, in.obedience to orders from Major-General Cheatham, we
took up the line of March to Shelbyville.
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The field officers—Colouels Savage, Qarter, Chester, Anderson, and
Major [H. W.] Cotter—all distinguished themselves by the coolness and
courage they displayed upon the field, and greatly contributed to the
suecesses achieved by their respective commands by the skill and reso-
lution with which they managed and maneuvered them. Colonel Stan-
ton’s regiment was not seriously engaged, though 1 do not doubt, if an
opportunity had presented itself, that both be and his men would have
fought most gallantly. Captain Carnes’ buttery was separated from my
brigade in consequence of the impossibility of its obtaining a suitable
position in that part of the field from which to operate, and, therefore, it
acted under otber orders than my own. A report from Lieutenant [L.
G.] Marshall, herewith transmitted, will show its operatious.

@ have to mourn the loss of many gallant officers and brave men, whe
fell in the faithful disecharge of their duty en the field of battle. Capt.
L. N. Savage, activg lieutenant-colonel, and Captain [J. J.] Womack,
acting major of the Sixteenth Regiment, most efficient officers, were
severely, if not mortally, wounded, and Captain [D. C.] Spurlock, of the
same regiment, an excellent officer and most estimable gentleman, was
killed. Capt. B. H. Holland, of the Thirty-eighth Regimeunt, was kll‘led
while gallantly bearing the colors of his regiment, and Acting Lieat. Col,
R. A. Burford, of the Fifty first, was wounded. These are but a part
of those who were either killed or wounded, but I must refger for further
details to the regimental reports, which [ herewith transmit and beg to
make a part of my own. The Eighth Regiment lost most heavily both
in officers and men. In Company D, the gallant Captain [M. C.] Shook
was killed, and the lists sbow that out of 12 commissioned and non-
commissioned officers and 62 men who went into the fight only 1 corpo-
ral and 20 men escaped. Other companies suffered almost ag heavily.

Of the general conduct of the officers and men of the brigade, I find
it difficult to employ terms of too high commendation. Cool, brave, and
prompt in obeying every commmand upon the battle field, they exhibited,
during the week of hardships they were called upon to endure before
Murfreesborongh, & patience, fortitude, and cheerfulness worthy of the
highest praise. The long list of killed and wounded, herewith trans.
mitted, is a sad but a glorious testimony vot only to their gallantry and
courage, but also to their patriotic devotion to their country and its
righteous canse. Entering the field with only about 1,400 wemn, 1 have
to deplore 2 loss of 691 in killed, wounded, and missing, with culy 19
missing, and a majority, if not all, of those prisoners of war.

I cannot conclude this report without expressing my appreciation of
the services of my staff. [ was attended on the battle-field by the fol-
lowing staff officers: Capt. John Bradford, my brigade inspector, acting
a8 assistant adjutant-general; James H. Wilkes, my clerk, acting as
aide-de-camp, my assistant adjutavt-general, Maj. James G. Martin, and
Lieut. Bamue! Donelson, my aide-de-camp, being absent on leave. My
volunteer aides-de-camp were Capt. J. L. Rice, formerly of Colonel Bat-
tle's [Twentieth Tennessee] regiment ; Col. Granville Lewis, of Texas,
and Henry Landsley, of Lebanon, Tenn. I feel that 1 am doing but
sheer justice to express my entire satisfaction with thq conduqt of every
member of my stafl, for they rendered efficient services in carrying orders
with promptoess in the hottest ot the conflict, particularly to that part
of thefield, on the right of my brigade, which the enemy waa attempting
to turn during the eutire day, but where he was gallantly repuised by
the determined bravery of my troops. Mr. Lindsley had his horse killed
by a cannon ball early in the action, and was 8o severely wounded him-
self that be had to retire from the field during the remainder of the
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battle. My clerk (Wilkes) had his horse killed late in the afternoon
near the Cowan house. It is but right that I should say that Colone)
Lewis the previous day had obtained a musket, and was fully equipped
to take the field in the ranks of Captain [W. G.] Burford’s company of
Eighth [Tennessee] Regiment, when, being informed of this fact, 1 in-
vited him to take a position with me as volunteer aide, which be readily
assented to do, and conducted himself with great coolness and deter-
mined bravery. I bave referred to Captain Rice as a relieved officer. 1
feel, from his efficient services rendered in this battle, and my knowledge
of him a8 a man and an officer, that I am deing but simple justice to him,
and 2 benefit to the cause and service, in recommending that Captain
Rice be given a command at the earliest practicable period, knowing him
to Le gualified in an eminent degree to fill a high position.

Accompanying this you will find an accurate list of both officers and
men killed, wounded, and missing in my command.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

D. 8. DONELSON,

Brigadier-General, Comdg. First Brigade, Cheatham’s Division.

Maj. JOEN INGRAM,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 195.
Report of Lieut. Col. John H. Anderson, Eighth Tennessee Infontry.

CAMP NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN.,
January 12, 1863.

GENERAL: Below you will please find a report of the part taken by
the Eighth [Tennessee] Regiment in the late action betore Murfrees-
borough :

On the morning of December 29, the regiment was ordered into line
of battle, We were placed in line of battle in an old field on the west
side of Stone’s River, my left resting on the left of the Wilkinson turn-
pike road, in which position we remained, subjected during the time to
heavy cannonade of shells, which did but little or no harm, until Wed.
nesday morning, the 31st, at which time I received orders to hold my
regiment in readinesa to move forward at a moment's notice to the sup-
port of Brigadier-General Chalmers’ brigade, which was in our front.
At about 10 ¢’clock our brigade was ordered forward. The Eighth moved
off promptly at the command, under a very heavy cannonade of shot and
shell. When we had arrived at the position formerly oceupied by Gen-
eral Chalmers’ brigade, we were ordered to halt and lie down behind
the little fortification constructed by his brigade of logs and rails. We
remained in this position about twenty minutes under a perfect storm
of shot and shell, causing considerable mortality in my regiment. In
this position we lost 15 or 20 men killed and wounded. It soon became
apparent to every one that Chalmers’ brigade was giving way, for it was
with great difficulty that I could keep his men from runving over my
men; they came running back in squads and companties, and I am satis-
fied that before we lett this position that at least two-thirds of the regi-
ment that had formerly occupied the position we were in had returned.
We were then ordered forward to the charge, which was respouded to
by the Eighth Regiment with a yell, the gallant Colonel Moore leading.
We moved forward at a double-quick, under a perfeet bail of shot, shell,
and grape, when we arrived at the burut brick house. The regiment
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was thrown into some confusion, caused by the house and some picket
fenee and a portion of Chalmers’ men that had remained behind the house,
there being several fences aud the house and a portion of Chaliners’ men
that were iu the way, eausing some four of the companies on the right of
the regiment to pass around and through the best way they could. At
this juncture the enemy in our front opened a terrible fire npon us with
small-arms, at a distance of about 75 or 100 yards. Sucha fire I do not
suppose men were ever before subjected to. At this point the colonel’s
horse fell, and 1 supposed that he himself was either killed or wounded.
Seeing the condition in which the regiment was placed, with a powerful
enemy in our front and on the right and left—for at this time we were
ther in front of the balance of the brigade, and the enemy were cross-
firing me right and left—and seeing so many of my men falling around
me, I ordered them forward at a double-quick with fixed bayonets.
The gallant Eighth responded with & shout, and leaped forward like men
bent on congquering or dying in the attempt. When we had advanced
about 50 or 60 yards, and were just entering the woods in our front, the
colouel came up with sword in band. He was pot killed or wounded,
as I expected; it was only his horse. He had just reached the regiment
again, and was urging them forward, when he fell, dead, shot through
the heart with 2 minie ball. The enemy in our front contested stub-
bornly, and those on our right and left continued to pour a deadly fire
into us. The enemy’s first line gave way before my men; their second
was brought forward, but could not stand the impetuosity of our charge,
and they gave way. At this point it was reported to toe that the enemy
was trying to get away some artillery on my left. Iimmediately changed
direction to the left, and charged them and captured their guns (three at
one place), and went 50 yards below. We captured one more by shoot-
ing down their Lorses and stopped the piece. 1 also captured at this
point about 400 prisoners belonging to the artillery and infantry, and
we killed Colonel [George W.| Roberts, who was commanding the bri-
gade, as stated to me by the prisoners.

Through the bloody charge I lost many gallant officers and wen killed
and wounded. The enemy in the woods in my front having come to
a balt, and pouring a galling fire into us, I ordered the men forward
again at a double-quick ; they responded with a shout, and moved for-
ward upon the enemy. At this point I was joined by the colors and
about 100 men of the Fifty first Regiment, who came in on my left., 1
ordered them forward with my men, which orders they obeyed promptly.
We charged the enemy in his position in the woods, under a perfect
storm of bullets, and drove him before us.

About this time I was joined by Colonel Chester in person. We then
continued driving the enemny before us, when it was reported to we that
they were trying to Aank me on my right. 1 then changed direction to
the right, and moved forward upon bim, and struck his flank and rear,
in which position I halted and gave him a deadly fire, being too weak
in strength to close in behind him. About this time 1 heard a heavy
fire to right, in front of the enemy, whose flank I was upon. I sent an
officer forward to see what it was, and, if it was our force, which I felt
confident it was, to inform the commander of my position, that he might
not fire into me, and also to tell the commander to charge them at a
double-quick and drive thew by me, that 1 might shoot them down,
which be did in gallant style; still, when he came up, it proved to be the
Nineteenth Tennessee Regiment. I then formed on his left, and moved
forward to the point, driving the enemy before us. It was then reported
to me that the enemy was flanking me on my left. 1immediately changed
direction to the left and moved upon him, when he gave way and fled
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through the old field in front of the woods occupied by us whou we lefl
the other night, when we charged him to the old field through which he
fled. We halted in the edge of woods, and gave him a deadly fire as he
ran through the old field. The effect of that fire was apparent to every
one who visited that place, for the edge of the woods and the field for
200 or 300 yards was strewn with his dead and wounded. When we
were unmasked by his force, the enemy, from his batteries on the hill in
our front, opened upon us a perfect hail of grape and canister, when I
ordered the men back into the woods. 1 then fell back to the old housc
in the rear of the woods, to gather together the remainder of the regi-
ment, that had somewhat scattered in the charge through the dense
woods, and to get a sapply of ammunition. I remained there some time,
and gathered all the men that I could get up, in company with Colonels
Carter and Chester, when we formed line on the right of General Stew-
art’s brigade. The firing in our front bein g very heavy, we were ordered
forward, which order we obeyed promptly, and moved to the front of
the woods in frout of the enemy, in the old field. In this position we
remained under a very heavy fire of artillery until night closed this
bloody and eventful day.

Perhaps it is necessary that I should be more explieit in my explana-
tion of my maneavering in the woods. The reason why I had to change
direction so often wasg that I was not supported either on the right or
left. Our regiment drove the enemy in our front before this; conse-
quently, this force on the right and left remained in their position, and
when I had got in their rear it seemed as if they were flanking me; bat
when 1 changed direction to the right, as you will see in the foregoing
report, I struck his flank and rear; and at that time the Nineteenth
Tennessee came to my support on the right again, when I changed diree-
tion to the lefr. 1 then discovered that support had arrived on my left,
and was driving the enemy on my left. It was then that I struck the
enemy’s flank on my left, when be was entering the old field. This force
on my left I did not ascertain who it was, but supposed to be the Thirty-
eighth Tennessee.

It is generally the case in battles that every regiment that passes a
battery claims to have taken it. In this case there can be no dispute,
as we shot down the horses attached to the guns, and captured the men
belonging to the guns. It is also claimed by my men that there were
two pieces more (in addition to the four that' I have previously named)
captured by the right of the regiment, some 75 yards to the right, mak-
ing in all six pieces. These two additiona) pieces I did not see at the
time, us 1 was near the left of the regiment, but I did see them after.
ward, and they must have been taken by my regiment, as it was the
only force in these woods, and those guns, from their position, [were)
covored by my regiment.

I'can[not| close this report without saying a few words in regard to
the gallant Col. W, L. Moore, though he fell early in that bloody charge.
A more gallant and noble spirit never lived or died for his country.
Loved and honored by his regiment, he fell gallantly battling for his
eountry, and his native soil drank his blood.

It would afford me great pleasure, and be but, sheer Justice, to speak
at length of the many voble spirite among (he officers and men of my
regiment who gave their lives a sacrifice to their country and native
State on that memorable day, but the casualties of the regiment speak
more for those noble spirits than I could write in a volume,

Respectfully, your obedieat servaut,
JNO. H. ANDERSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Kighth Tennesece,
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No. 196.

Report of Col. John H. Savage, Sixteenth Tennessee Infantry.

JANUARY 8, 1863,

The following report of the conduct of the Sixteenth Tennessee Regi-

ment in the battle before Murfreesborough, December 31, 1862, is re-

1y submitted : ) )

Sp%(&:fthfglll St'he advance was ordered, my regiment being the right of Cheat-
ham’s division, I was directed by General anelson (through his a:t_ie,
Captain {John] Bradford) to move along the rm!rqad, but two companies
to its right and eight on its left, taking the guide to the right. The
advance was made under a heavy cannonade, and the line of battle and
direction maintained, although serions obstructions iupeded the march.
The eight left cowmpanies advauced between the railroad and the turn-
pike in front of the Cowan house without the slightest protection, engag-
ing a battery and the enemy’s infantry in the woods at a distance of less
than 150 yards. The right companies advanced through a stalk-fleld to
the edge of a cotton-patch. Here the enemy opened a beavy fire at short
range from a line extending to the right as faras I conld see. Thiskilled
Captain Spurlock, who fell while leading his men in the most gallant
manner. At this moment it seemed to me that I was without the ex-
pected support on my left, and that the line had divided and gone offin
that direction. My men shot the horses and gunners of the battery in
front, but I could not advance without being outflanked and by
the enemy on my right; I therefore ordered them to halt and fire, n
a few moments iy acting lientenant-colonel (L. N. _Sa.vag"e) fell by my side,
supposed mortally wounded, and my acting major (Captain Womack)
had his right arm badly broken. There were batteries to the right and
left of the railroad which literally swept t':he gmund: _The men main-
tained the fight against superior numbers with great spirit and obstinacy.
The left companies, being very near and without any protection, sus-
tained a heavy loss. Thirty men were left dead upon the spot where they
halted dressed in perfect line of battle. It was on the day following a
sad spectacle, speaking wore eloguently for the discipline and courage
of the men than any words I can employ. ng@ the ‘Thlrt.y-nmth North
Qarolina came up in my rear, and I ordered it into line of battle to my
right, but before it got into position the lieutenant-colonel was shot down
and was carried from the field. Under the command of Captain [A. W.
Bell] it eontinned under my eontrol and did good serviee until driven
from this position, after which I lost sight of it. '

Beeing a heavy force ol the enemy crossing the ﬁe_ld to my right and
rear, I ordered the live to fall back to the river, and formed two lines to
the front and right. To cover this space the men were deployed as
skirmishers. I also ordered forward a portion of Blytbe’s Mississippi
Regiment that had collected near th(; railroad, and was J'omed by Lleu:
tevants [J. F.] Williamsou and [T. W.] McMurry (Fifty-first Regiment,
with three companies, who continued with me and did good service
This force checked and drove back the enemy advancing up the river,
and a column that attempted to ent off my whole party advaneing along
the railroad, but not without loss.  Licutenant {R. B.] Anderson, of the
Sixteenth, a valuable officer, while direct@ng the skmms}ners was dan-
gerously wounded and carried under the river bank by Privates Thomp-
son and Adcock, all of whom were captured by the evemy upon his
subsequent advance. When Adams’ brigade adym}ced I drew back wy
little force to let it move to the front, which it did in gallant style, but




