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No. 189.

Organization of the Army of Tennessee.®

POLK’S CORPS.

Lieut. Gen. LEONIDAB POLK.

FIrsT DIVISION,

Maj. Gen. B. F. CHEATHAM.

First Brigade.
Brig, Gen. DaxieL 8. DONELSON.

8th Tennessoe :
Col. W. L. Moore.
Lieut. Col. J. H. Anderson.
L6th Tenuessee, Col. John H. Savage.
38th Teunessee, Col. John C. Carter.
51st Tennessce, Col. John Chester.
B4th Tennessee, Col. 8. 8, Stanton.
Carnes’ (Tennessee) battery, Lieut. L. G.
Marshall.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER P. STEWART.

agﬂ.cub.&mg.. .
el b, MSH. 0. F. Strahl.

19th Tennessee, Col. F, M. Walker,
24th Tennesseee :
Col. H. L. W, Bratton.
Maj. 8. E. Shannon.
31st Tennessee 5 .
LA Moa. E. E. Tansil,
Mississippi Battery, Capt. T. J. Stanford.

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gon. GEORGE MANEY

Hnﬂﬂ.m:ugaoa J.
oI T Moc_. H. R. Feild.

4th Tennessee (Provisional Army), Col,
J. A. McMurry.

6th Tennessee, } Col. C. 8, Hurt.

9th Tennessee, § Maj. J. L. Harris.

Tennessee Sharpshooters, Capt. Frank
Maney.

Smith’s (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. Will-
iam B. Turner.

Fourth ( Preston Smith's) Brigade,
Col, A. J. VAUGHAN, JR.

12th Tennessee, Maj. J. N. Wyatt.
13th Teunessee :
Lient. Col. W. E. Morgan.
Capt. R. F. Lanier.
20th Tennessee, Maj. J. B. Johnson.
47th Tennessee, Capt. W. M. Watkins.
154th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. M. Magev-
ney, jr.
9th Texas, Col. W, H. Young.
Allin’s (Tennessee) Sharpshooters:
Lieut. J. R. J. Creighton.
Lieut. T. F'. Pattison.
Tennessee Battery, Capt. W. L. Scott.

SECOND DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. JoNEs M. WITHERS.

First (Deas’) Brigade.

Col. J. Q. Loomis.
Col. J. G. COLTART.

19th Alabama.
22d Alabama.
25(h Alabama.
26th Alabama.
39th Alabama.
17th Alabama Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. B. C. Yancey.
1st Louisiana (Regulars), Lieut. Col. F.
H. Farrar, jr.
Robertson’s battery, Capt. F. H. Robert-
8on.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen, JAMES R, CHALMERS.
Col. T. W, WHITE.

7th Mississippi.

9th Mississippi, Col. T. W. White.

10th Mississippi.

41st Mississippi.

9th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt, O. F. West.

Blythe’s (Mississippi) regiment.

Garrity’s (Alabama) battery.

* Compiled from the reports. Other officers than those named may have also been in

actual command of the organizations ind’

sated.
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Third ( Walthall's) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. J. PATTON ANDERSON.

45th Alabama, Col. James G. Gilchriat.
24th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. P. Me-
Kelvaine,
27th Mississippi :
Col. T\ M. Jones.
Licut. Col. J. L. Autry.
Capt. E. R. Neilson.
20th Mississippi :
Col. W. F. Brantly.
Lient. Col, J. B. Morgan.
30th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. J. I. Boales.
39th North Carolina,® Capt. A. W. Bell.
Missouri Battery, Capt. O. W. Barret.
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Fourth (Anderson’s) Brigade.
Col. A, M. MAN1GAULT.

24th Alabama.
28th Alabama,
10th South Carol
outh Carolina,
19th South Carolina, Moc_. A.J. Lythgoe.
Alabama Battery, Capt. D. D. Waters.

HARDEE’S CORPS.

Lieut. Gen, WiLLiAM J. HARDEE.

FirsT DIVISION,

Maj. Gen. JouN €. BRECKINRIDGE.

First Brigade.

Brig, Gen. DANIEL W. AnaMS.
Col. Ranpary L. GiBsoN.

320 Alabama:
Lient. Col. Henry Maury.
Col. Aloxander McKinstry.
13th Louisiana, } Col. R. L. Gibson.
20th Louisiana, { Maj. Charles Guillet.
16th Lounisiana, { Col. 8. W. Fisk.
25th Louisiana, { Maj. F.C. Zachario,
14th Louisiana Battalion, Maj. J. E. Aus-
tin.
Washington Artillery(5th Battery),Lieut,
W. C. D. Vaught.

Second Brigade.

Col. J. B. PALMER.
Brig. Gen. GIDEON J. PiLLOW.

18th Tennessee :

Col. J. B. Palmer,

Lieut. Col. W. R. Butler.
26th Tuennessee, Col. John M. Lillard,
28th Tennessee, Col. P. D. Cunningham.
32d Tennocssee, Col. Ed. C. Cook.
45th Tennessee, Col. A. Searcy,
Moses’ (Georgia) battery, Lieut. R. W.

Anderson.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM PRESTON.

y _Lmumw_. M Col. William Miller,

4th Florida, Col, Williain L. L. Bowen.
60th North Carolina, Col..J. A. MeDowaell
20th Tennesseo :
Col. T. B. Smith.
Lient. Col. F. M. Lavender.
Maj. F. Claybrooke.
Tennessee Battoery :
Capt. E. E. Wright
Lieut. J. W. Mebane.

Fourth Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R. W. HaNBON.
Col. R. P. TraBUE,

418t Alabama:
Col. H. Talbird.
Lieut. Col. M. L. Stansel.
2d  Kentuncky, Maj. James W. Hewitt.
4th Kentueky :
Col. R. P. Trabue.
Capt. T. W, Thompson.
6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H. Lewis.

| 9th Kentucky, Col. T. H. Hunt.
I Kentucky Battery, Capt. R. Cobb,

Jackson's Brigade.t

Brig. Gen. Joun K. JACKsoN,

5th Georgia :
Col. W.T. Black,
Maj. C. P. Daniel.

2d Georgia Battalion Sharpshoc

's, Maj. J. J. Cox,

Hth Mississippi, Lient. Col. W. L. Sykes,

Bth Mississ

ipp
Col. .“ C. Wilkinson.
Lieut, Col. A. McNeill.
Pritchard’s (Georgia) battery.

Lumsden’s (Alabama) battery, Lient. H. H. Cribbs.

* Joined brigade December 31; transforred, January 2, to Manigault’s brigade.
t Temporarily assigned to Breckinridge’s division.
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Your general deplores, in common with you, the loss of your gallant
comrades, who have fallen in our recent conflicts. Let their memories be
enshrined in your hearts, as they will ever be tenderly cherished by

their countrymen.
emulate their deeds.

Let it be yours to avenge their fate, and proudly to
Remember that your face is to the foe, and that

on you rests the defense of all that is dear to freemen. Soldiers, the
proudest reflection of your general’s life is to be known as the com.

mander of an army so brave and invincible as you have
asks no higher boon than to lead such men to victory.

proven. He
To share their

trials, and to stand or fall with them, will be the erown of his ambition,
BRAXTON BRAGG,
General, Commanding.

No. 191.

Return of casualties in the Confederate forces.

[Compiled from nominal lists.)

Ofoers killed.

306 Col. William L. Moore,

Capt. William Sadler,
and Lieuts. Thomas 0.
Blacknall, A. G. Den-
ton, and N. Martin
Kerby.

207 Capt. D. C. Spurlock.

85 Capt. B. H.

olland.

86 Capt. T. C. Campbell.
‘

Lieut J. P. Fergnson.

127 Capt. S.J.A. Frazierand

Killed. | Woundod Missing.
g g § |
Conrmmand. | B B ] 8
HEOmEE I M 4l £
& m m m _ i W
& Z|8 & |8|A|&]| 4 _
POLE’S CORPS. |
CHEATHAM'S DIVISION. - 7
Donelson's Brigade. _ ,
8th Tennessee. . ..... 4 4 S_ 41| 17| 248 | 265 |.
|
ﬁ |
16th Tennessee 185 , 36| 8 _ 147 | 166! 1 (15186
38th Tennesses. ...... ... 1|11 12| & 68 _ s e
518t Tonnessoo. ... ... [ 1]wln] 7 el =07 3]s
Carnes’ battery . . f ! ww 2|....; B §..
Total....oov..... | 7|95 102 |97 533 | 50 1)|18| 19| o0
Stewart's Brigade. | _ ﬁ i ,
4th and 5th Tennesseo. | 1| 7 4 8| 6| e2| asl 70
19th Tenncasee ..........; 2| M4 116 G| 1056 | 111
24th Tennessse wennel B[ 8 _ 9| 5| 80| 4 _ | 53
| | W f |
31st and 33d Tonnessee | 1|13 | M | 7| 6| 71| 9| 8| &
Stanford's battery........| 1| 2| 8 (A 10
Total 8|42 |50 24| 27| son| .| 2| 2| 883
Mamney's Brigade. i _||i_| P e
15t Tennessee .. _ 8| 8| 1| 74| ._;__ ceslbens] - B8
4th Tennessee . . .......... 5 5| 5 44 49 N W —
6th and 9th Tennonsce . 8| 8| 8l o1, w2 817s] 4
'a Sharpshooters 1|1 | 4 4 o 5
s battery B gl 4 4 1 _A 6
Total o2 a0 0 158 e | 6| 6| 180
e
Swith's Brigade.
12th Tennessee ... .. 7 1| 7 18 | 12 .ui wil | o] o] e
13th Tennessee. ......... _H ETm 6| 82 mw- ilg |9
29th Tennosses. ..............|37 77| 8| 74| sl L7 .L..| 1

iout.S. G. Abernathy,
Capt. Jesse Irwin and
ivuts. J. I. Arnold
and J. S. Hardison.
Lieut, W. P. Hutcherson.
Lieut. A. A. Hardin.

Lieuts. J. 8. Fielderand
J. H, Patterson.

110 _ Maj. Peter H. Cole.
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Return of casualties in the Confederate forces—Continued.
Killed. ‘Wounded. Misaing.
g i g
Command H m g 4 Officers killed.

IR § 2.
JHHHEERLEHE
El4|&|8 & |84 |8

Bmith's Brgade—Cont'd.

47th Tennesses.......... 12008 1 56| 63| 1)11]12 86 | Capt. James H. Sinclair.

1564th Senior Toonessee .. 1|13 |14 | 6 78 8 . 8| 8| 101 | Lient.C.S. Hall.

oth Texas ....cc0eeae0..] 2|16 18| 8 o4 102 1| 1| 2| 122 Em:ﬂ.w,ﬁﬁnawaﬁri
. B. Parham.

Allin's Bharpshooters ....| 1| 2| 3| 1 5 6 8 3 12 ﬁ%ﬁw.%.%%nﬁw?am%
. . n
of wounds. "

Beott's battery =i |1 L S T 8 1

b0 T (R —ty 7|98 [105 | 48 | 614 562 | 3| 86|38 705
Grand total Cheat- | 22 [265 (277 [120 [1,477 [1,607 | 4 | 61 | 65 |1,
ham's division.
WITHERS' DIVISION. I
Deas' Brigade.

19th Alabama ............ 1| 7| 8(18| 130 148 3 8| 164 | Capt. Robert J. Healey,

22d Alabama ............ 2| 9oj11| 8 77 83 04 Ewﬂﬂ %ﬂ.uﬁ#& and
o, . Al

25th Alabama .. 3(18 |16 (10| 79 89 4| 4 100 r_waw Ww.C. m,gw_w.
. Patterson, and II,
B. Scofield.

26th Alabama .. 4| 4| 6 0 B0

39th Alabama .. 3, 3|90 83 05

18t Louisiana Regula 6| B| 7 64 102 H_.mﬁm. B. c._.__mou?- and

er Trist.

17th Battalion Alabama |. 8| 3 1 14 15 |. 18 e

Sharpshooters.
Robertson's battery ..... [....1....[....].. 19 [+ P (5, W | 20
T B 45 (69|62 596 | 88| . |81 |81 ona
Ohalmers' Brigade. )

17T R SRR | | R | O 1l 1

7th Mississippi.c..-e.... 8| pf12) 9 88 97 |. 4] 4 113 On-.»m HH.NFHW .wh.ﬁqmn.._
an . . 0o " -
rigill and G.W. Jones.

9th Mississippi........-. ....| 8| 8] 5| 88| m| 5| 5| &4 ¢

10th Mississippi.......... 2/ 6| 8| 8 62 70 |. 6| 6 #4 Emu._ﬁ., H.Om..uﬁouomowsun
. « Uwen.

418t Misaissippi.......... 8(22(25| & 115 123 ....0 8| 8| 156 Emvnm. w..oum. wawg cﬁﬁ
. Kennedy, and P. H.

’ Eow—pwon.m
Bly Euo_mo. (Mississippi) |. 4| 4] 1 30 31| 1(18|17 52
Men

9th Mississippi Battalion |. bR 22 22 20

Sharpshooters.

Garrity's battery 8| 8| 2 18 20 |. 23
BOR e sasi it 8|59 |67 |84 | 401 | 435 | 1|30 40 | 542
Walthall's Brigade.

45th Alabama ............ veaud 1R8] B 66 ke | T 7 a1

24th Mississippi-. cooleo| B| 8| 5| 108| 108 | = 2 IR T

27th Mississippi..........[ 2| 9|11 | 5| e8| 71! 1|1 mw_E_:_... Cam.sz:sr. Av
try and Lieut. M. @&,

f Edwards.
20th Mississippi.......... 43034 (24| 188 202 ... [ [.. 26| Capt. H. J. Harper and
i | enta. W. G. Barka-
ﬁ _ ﬁ_.p__...—wﬁmlw.iauu;;_.
and “ O encer.
30th Misslesippi..........| 6|67 | 63|10 | 136 | 146 | .. 4 ﬂ ..| 209 | Lients. T. ﬁwu,é._q? G.
| | W. Hope, W. J. Mec-
[ | | Guirs, J. C. McIntyre,
| D. R. Patton and E. B
$9th North Carolina 1| 1| 2| 3| 3| se | | i
Barret's battery......--.o.oulocnon o] 4] 4L a; 2] AR MmN K
[ I 18 (118 [181 |42 | 606 | 638 |14 | 14| 783 |
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next day, publish General Polk’s report of the battle of Murfreesbor-
ough, which had been forwarded by its Richmond correspondent, «§,
L,” the party to whom the corrected copy had been sent, and the report
was accordingly published, as inclosed. T have thought it due to my-
self and to General Polk to make these statements to the Department,
in explanation of the appearance of the report.

Sinee writing the foregoing, I have, in answer to an inquiry, received
the following dispatch from the editor of the Register:

I had no express authority of the Government for W::.:.:::m General Polk’s re-

port, but as my correspondent at Richmond had been allowed access to official copies
of the other reports, and it expressed no disapproval of their publication, I inferred its

consent.
J. A. SPERRY.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. RICHMOND,
Aide-de-Camp.

P. S.—Mr. Minor, in his communication, informs me that no supple.
mentary report of the battle of Murfreeshorough had been received at
the War Department. Such a report was made and forwarded to your
office, and this postseript is added in explanation of its publication with
the main report.

[Indorsement.]

The explanation of this publication is little satisfactory. Ixpress
authority of the Department should be obtained before the copy of any
official paper is intrusted to the agents of the press, who are under a
strong temptation to publish as news whatever may be interesting to
their readers.

A
Secretary.

No. 193.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Cheatham, C. 8. Army, commanding
First Division.
HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S DIVISION,
Porx’s Corps, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., February 20, 1863.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the action of this
division in the battles before Murfreesborough, commencing on Decem-
ber 30, 1862, and ending on January 3, 1863:

The division ig composed of the following brigades and batteries:

Brig. Gen. D, 8. Donelson’s brigade: Sixteenth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. John H. Savage; Thirty-eighth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. John C. Carter; Iifty-first Regiment Tennessee Volun-
teers, Col. John Chester; Eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
W. L. Moore; Eighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volanteers, Col. 8. S.
Stanton; Capt. W. W. Carnes’ light battery.

Brig. Gen. A, P. Stewart’s brigade: Fourth and Fifth Regiments Ten-
nessee Volunteers, Col. O, F, Strahl; Twenty-fourth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. H. L. W, Bratton; Thirty-first and Thirty-third Regi-
ments Tennessee Volunteers, Col. E. E. Tansil; Nineteenth Regiment
w.mzzmmmcc Volunteers, Col. F. M. Walker; Capt. T. J. Stanford’s light

attery.

Brig. Gen. George Maney’s brigade: First Regiment Tennessee Vol-
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unteers, Col. H. R. Feild; Fourth Regiment Tennessec Volunteers, Col.
J. A. McMurry; Sixth and Ninth Regiments Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
C. S. Hurt; Capt. Frank Maney’s company of sharpshooters; Capt.
[then Lieut.] W. B. Turner’s light battery (Mississippi).

Brig. Gen. Preston Smith’s brigade: One hundred and fifty-fourth
Senior Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel ﬁs Magev
ney, jr.]; Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. A..J. Vaughan,
W:.. ;] Forty seventh Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, 7?.mcﬂ,_,__c=§.m R.

hearon]; Twenty-ninth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, [Maj. Jobn B.
.w.c_:.mocmw Ninth Texas Infantry, Col. W. H. Young; Captain [P. T.]
Allin’s company of sharpshooters; Capt. W. L. Scott’s light battery.

On December 26, General Maney’s brigade, being on outpost duty at
Stewart’s Creek, hearing heavy firing in front, was moved forward by
General Maney to La Vergne, 5 miles toward Nashville, where he came
in sight of the enemy advancing, who encamped that night 3 miles be-
yond La Vergne. After a consultation with General Wheeler, who was
stationed at this advanced post with his cavalry brigade, they advised
the commander-in-chief that a general advance of the enemy had com-
menced.

On the morning of the 27th the enemy again commenced his advance,
our troops, both infantry and cavalry, skirmishing constantly with the
enemy, and gradually falling back, the infantry that night halting at
Overall’s Oreek, and next day falling back to Murfreesborough.

On Monday morning, at daylight, the command (having the day pre
vious cooked three days’ rations, struck their tents, loaded their wagone
and sent them to the rear) commenced crossing Stone’s River, and formet
line of battle in the following order, from right to left: First Drigade,
Brigadier-General Donelson commanding; Second Brigade, Brigadier-
General Stewart commanding ; Third Brigade, Brigadier-General Maney
commanding; Fourth Brigade, Col. A. J. Vaughan, [jr,] commanding,
the line exteuding from the Nashville Railroad, on the right, to Frank-
lin road, on the left. My division was formed from 500 to 800 yards in
rear of Major-Geeneral Withers’ division, and was the supporting force
to that division, which formed the frout line of Polk’s corps.

Nothing of importance oceurred nntil the middle of the day on Tues-
day, when, the¢ enemy having commenced deploying and forming his
lines in our front, heavy skirmishing was commenced between the op-
posing forces and continned to inerease until near sunset, when, the
enemy having established his lines as far to his right as the Triune road,
where my left rested,in a dense cedar thicket, and more than 300 yards
in front of Colonel Loomis’ brigade, the firing became very heavy. In
the mean time Robertson’s battery, whieh had been placed in position in
the Triune road, supported in rear by the One hundred and fifty-fourth
Tennessee Regiment, which 1 had detached from Colonel Vaughaw's
brigade for that special duty, opened upon the enemy a heavy fire,
which was promptly answered by two of the enemy’s batteries, In a
time afterward, three of the e nents made a dash ou
Robertson’s battery, but were repulsed by a few rounds of canister from
the battery and a well-directed volley of musketry from the One hundred
iteers and two Alabama regi-
1¢ quite a number in killed
Captain Roberison had 14 men
jnition chest blown up by the
The One hundred and fifty -fourth

but behaved themselvesmost gallantly. The enemy’s batteries kept up

45 R R—VOL XX, PT I
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a continual shelling until quite dark. The loss in Loomis’ and Vaughan’s
brigades and Robertson’s battery was over 7b.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st, the attack was commenced
on our extreme left by Major-General McCown’s division, supported by
Major-General Cleburne’s division, of Lieutenant-General Hardee's corps,
the plan of the battle being that the attack should be made by brigades,
each advancing to the front, attacking the enemy’s lines, then wheeling
to the right to take him in flank, to be followed up in like manner from
lett to right.

At 7 o’'clock Colonel Loomis’ brigade, in the front line, was ordered to
the attack, and being not more than 300 yards from the enemy’s lines,
was immediately engaged. His command had to eross an open woods
and a corn-field in order to reach the enemy, who were strongly posted
in a cedar wood. He made a gallant dash, but after reaching near the
woods was compelled to fall back to his original position, where the
command was soon reorganized under my own superintendence.

In the mean time the supporting brigade under Colonel Vaughan had
advanced over the same ground and attacked the enemy furiously,
driving him away from and capturing two of his guns, but was foreed
to give orders to his command to fall back, on account of the murderous
fire being poured into his front, and particularly a raking fire that was
turned upon him from his right, completely enfilading his lines. They,
however, retired in good order, and in a few moments after being re-
formed were again sent forward by me, with instructions to bear some-
what to the right, so as partially to avoid the heavy wood.

In the mean time the Ninth Texas Regiment, under the command of
that gallant officer, Col. W, H. Young, who did not hear the order, be-
came detached and was farther to the left. It remained in the woods
and continued to fight the enemy, and at last charged them on their
flank and drove them from the woods on their entire right, losing very
heavily. In the first assanlt made by Colonel Loomis’ brigade that
officer was so wounded by the falling of alimb cut from atree that he had
to turn over the command to the next senior officer (Colonel Coltart).
The brigade suffered very severely in this charge. Colonel Vanghan’s
brigade also suffered very severely in its desperate charge against the
same stronghold. Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan aud Major [Peter H.] Cole,
both of the Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, were mortally
wounded ; also a very large number of officers and men.

At about 8 o’clock, Colonel Manigaunlt’s brigade moved out and at-
tacked the enemy direcrly in his front. He met with very strong resist-
ance, and after Colonel Loomis was compelled to fall back, and the
enemy’s fire turned upon his left flank, enfilading his lines, he was com-
pelled to retire. He, however, soon rallied his command, made another
gallant attack, and was forced to fall back a second time. At this junc.
ture General Maney’s brigade came up and took position on the left ot
Manigault’s, when they moved forward and took position facing toward
the Wilkinson pike, near the Harding house, when two batteries of the
enemy opened upon them, one of them in the woods on Manigault’s
right, and on the west side of the Wilkinson pike; the other on the east
side of the pike. At this place 1 came up with Colonel Vaughan’s bri-
gade. General Maney had placed Captain [Lieutenant] Turner’s bat-
tery of Napoleon guns in position near the brick- kiln, which in a short
time silenced the battery on the east side of the road. Colonel Mani-
gault assailed the one in the woods with two regiments, but did not
succeed in capturing it. Having made my dispositions, I ordered Colo-
nel Vaughan to move forward with his brigade, and take position on
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General Cleburne’s right, which was in the woods to my front and left.
General Maney and Colonel Manigault I accompanied across the Wil-
kinson pike, just in front of the enemy’s battery last mentioned, which
the enemy had abandoned on our approach. The one in the woods to
our right was also abandoned, most of the horses having been so dis-
abled that the guns could not be removed. After crossing the Wilkin-
son pike, I rode forward to the cedar brake toward the Nashville pike,
where I found General Stewart’s brigade hotly engaging the enemy.
He captured three of his guns, drove him through the woods and be-
yond the field to the Nashville pike. During this encounter, Colonel
Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth Tennessee Volunteers, a most gallant
officer, was killed. Colonel Vaughan advanced with Cleburne’s divis-
ion, fighting and driving the enemy until he reached the Nashville pike,
when the enemy’s fire became so heavy he was forced to retire, after
having again driven the enemy from two of his guns. Late in the even-
ing I placed him on the Wilkinson pike, in the rear of General Cleburne’s
division, with instructions to remain there until further orders. This
brigade acted most gallantly during the entire day, having had two
terrible engagements, losing 705 men out of 1,813,

About 10 o’clock General Donelson’s brigade was ordered forward to
the support of General Chalmers’ brigade, which had been partially
driven back. General Donelson pressed forward through the open field
in front of the burnt house, under a terrific fire of twenty pieces of artil-
lery and a heavy infantry force. Colonel Savage’s regiment (Sixteenth
Tennessee) and three companies of the Fifty-first Tennessee passed to
the right of the house, extending to the river on the right; the remain
der of the Fifty-first, with the Eighth and Thirty-third Regiments,
passing to the left of the house, advanced, under a heavy fire of in-
fantry, toward the south end of the cedar brake. During this advance
Colonel Moore, of the Eighth Tennessee, had his horse killed under
him, and in a few moments afterward that gallant officer fell, dead,
having been shot through the heart by a minie ball. The Eighth Ten-
nessee Regiment, now under the command of its gallant lientenant-
colonel, John H. Anderson, dashed forward into the cedar brake, drove
the enemy before them, charged and captured a battery, and, in con-
nection with the Thirty-eighth and seven companies of the Fifty-first
Tennessee Regiments, fought and drove the enemy out of the south end
of the brake, through the open ficld to his reserves on the Nashville
pike, capturing from 600 to 700 prisoners. Colonel Savage, of the Six-
teenth Tennessee, advanced beyond the burnt house (Cowan), and took
position on the right of the railroad, and for three hours held the col-
umns of infantry in his front in check, and when, after the arrival of
General Adams’ brigade, he withdrew his regiment, he left 30 dead men
in the line he had occupied. The loss of this regiment was 207 out of
402, being over one-half. The Eighth Tennessee, under Lientenant-
Colonel Anderson, lost 306 men and officers out of 472, which shows
what they had to contend against. The other regiments of this brigade
suffered nearly as badly.

Assoon as [it was|discovered that our advanced line had been checked,
1 immediately commenced forming a double line of infantry in the cedar
brake, in order to resist any move t the enemy might make against
us. General Stewart’s brigade being in the advance, was first aligned.
General Maney’s brigade was formed on its I ud Colonel Loomis’
on its right, with Generals Donelson’s, Preston’s, Adams’, and Mani-
gault’s brigades in the rear line. General MeCown formed his division
on the left of General Maney. In this position they remained until
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night, a great portion of the time under a heavy fire of the enemy’s
artillery.

On Friday morning the brigades of Generals Preston and Adams were
withdrawn, when the lines were reformed and straightened, and Smith’s
brigade was brought forward and placed in the lines, he having arrived
and taken command on Thursday.

On Wednesday there was but little done by my artillery, on account
of the impossibility of advaneing it through the cedars and pedregal on
my left. Captain [Lieutenant] Turner’s battery was brought into action
on that day by General Maney and did good service.

On Friday and Saturday Captains Stanford, Scott, Carnes, and [Lieu-
tenant] Turner did excellent service with their guns, which bad been
advanced up the railroad by order of Lieutenant-General Polk. Lieu-
tenant [A. A.] Hardin, of Captain Stanford’s battery, with one section,
was sent to the assistance of Colonel Manigault on Tuesday, and, while
gallantly working his rifled pieces, was killed by a round shot.

On Sunday morning, at 1 o’cloek, preparations having been previously
made, my command brought up the rear as the army slowly fell back
toward Shelbyville.

Although my division was originally placed in the second line as a
supporting force, it was not long before it was all under fire and hotly
engaged with the enemy, and I am proud to say that each brigade did
good service. I cannot omit this opportunity to express my thanks
for the fortitude with which they bore the hardships and their gallant,
soldier-like bearing during the eight trying days they were in line of
battle, and most of the time under fire.

A list of casualties of my command is herewith inclosed, the loss being
277 killed, 1,697 wounded, and 65 missing. Total, 1,939.%

My staff with me on the field—Maj. John Ingram, assistant adjutant-
general ; Maj. Joseph Vaulx, [jr.,] assistant inspector-general; Maj.
George V. Young, chief quartermaster; Maj. B. J. Butler, chief of sub.
sistence ; Maj. J. A. Cheatham, chief of ordnance; Lieunt. J. G. Mann,
engineer officer, and Lieut. A. L. Robertson, aide-de-camp—all managed
their separate departments to my entire satisfaction.

Capt. Robert L. Weakly, who was badly wounded, and Lieutenant
[J. H.] Marsh, of the artillery ; Lieut. Thomas [H.] Henderson, adjutant
of the Sixth Tennessee; Capt. R. A. Alston, of South Carolina, and
Capt. J. Webb Smith, volunteer aides-de-camp, all behaved gallantly,
and did good service in trausmitting orders over the cxtensive field of
operations during the day.

Maj. F. H. MeNairy, my aide-de-camp, who had accompanied me on all
previous battle-fields, was, unfortunately, absent, having been severely
wounded by the acecidental discharge of a pistol at Knoxville.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. CHEATHAM,
Maj. Gen., Comdy. Cheatham’s Div., Polk's Corps, Army of Tenn,
Maj. THoMAs M. JACK,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

H¥ADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S DIVISION,
Shelbyville, Tenn., Janwary 8, 1863.
SIR : In compliance with orders from corps headquarters, the follow
ing report of the number of officers and men killed, wounded, and miss-

" Heo totals in tabulated statement, p. G77.
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ing in the recent engagement near Murfreesborough, Tenu., is respect:
fully submitted:

- T | Eikd q Wounded. | Missing.
L. —
B g g .
B g :| s
Brigados. : P 3
£ | % g g8 183§
I l2lei 2 |a|2|8
| =
§ ' & 7 S| & % (| | 4
Donelson's 0| e| 42| s| 1| 18] 700
StOWATE'S . ......oon o 8| 55| 28| 81l...., 2! 3%
Maney's ......... 3| 19| 12 5 ......l 8| 198
Sith's «coeoienerenennnnanas 7| o8| 48 7 516 8| 85| 707
7 R S e W[ 20| 16| 1,500 4| 61|10

B. F. CHEATHAM,
Major-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure. ]

Report of aofficers and men actually engaged in the battle of Murfreesborough, in Cheatham’s
division.

Donelson’s brigade :
8th Tennesses... . .
16th Tennesses...-..-cc-acveiensaresinsencsoniarannes i = 383 407

38th Tennessee. . . 202 | 282
618t Tennessee. .. 270 | 293
Carnes’ battery ... . 68 | 73
Tl i B O L T oo L, 10 | 1,410 1,520
Stowart's brigade- w\ TEE
4th and 5th Tennesses. ... .. 41 417 458
19th Tennessoe. = 82 38 | 380
24th Tennesaseo. ... . 31 818 | 344
81st and 33d Tennesses . 34 5 a7
Stanford’s battery .......... 4 70 4
L e S 142 | 1,493 _ 1, 635

Maney's brigade :

1at and 27th Tennessee. ... . .. 23 434 457
4th Tennesseo (Confederate) 34 837 371
Oth and 9th Tennessee . ... 38 474 412
Maney's Sharpshooters ... 0 . 3 68 | 61
[T T G S ) w. ._.m_ Bl
S e e e R A TR " 101 | 1,281 | 1,382
Smith's brigade: { |
b T T R S SR S R e 25 207 | 322
1BEH TODYIRRBOB. « o v xo v mmm v ccn s aim a3 anes o e S -y 16 236 | 252
20th Tennesseo ’ 7 30 224 | 254
47th Tennesses. . 16 247 263
154th Tennesses ( | 25 253 | 278
Oth Toxa8...cccnneee.s ! 24| 200 | 323
Allin's Sharpshooters ....... ! 3 47 | 50
So0tt's DALtOry... ........... 1 4 m| 81
L L A R P e L s S | 143 | 1,680 1,823
GEARE VO oo essanes wesnzsvns 496 5,873 6, 369
Less 30 men from each regiment, aa infirmary detadl . .. ... ... ... ! S5 B 510
5, 859

Total loss, HWE Loss, 35 per c\g t.
Respectfully submitted. B. F. CHEATHAM

Major-@eneral, Oommanding Divigion.

* But see tabulated statement csl_..laﬂ._ agresing with totals given above,
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house. Here we remained all day, nothing of interest occurring, and the
monotony disturbed only by an occasional shot from the rifle hatteries
of the enemy passing over us.

On Tuesday morning heavy skirmishing commenced on our left, and

a8 kept up with but little intermission during the day, and, though
we did not participate in the fight until evening, the battery was more
exposed to random shots than on the previous day. About 3 o’cloek in
the afternoon an order was received to send two of my pieces to the left,
to assist in dislodging the enemy from a cerrain point. Accordingly, I
dispatched Lieutenant Hardin with the first section, who promptly went
forward to perform the duty. After an absence of about an hour the
section returned, but without its leader. Lieutenant Hardin, after hav-
ing performed the object of his mission, and withdrawn the section with
the view of rejoining us, was suddenly killed by a cannon shot. A gal-
lant officer, a true soldier, and a Christian gentleman, he adds another
to the long list of martyrs who have given their lives to their country’s
cause. Private M. Hartsfield received a painful but not dangerous flesh
wound in this engagement.

On Wednesday morning about 9 o’clock I moved in rear of the bri-
gade, on the road leading through the wood on our left, and while moy-
ing received an order from General Polk to take position in the old field
on the right of the Wilkinson pike, and support, Captain [0, W.] Barret’s
battery. This field, you will recollect, is the one extending to the ene-
my's lines, and, being for the most part level, his works covered and
his guns swept every foot of the ground. Here I remained during the
day, changing position only as circumstances required, or the retreating
enemy invited to follow. Several times during the day the fire of the
battery had a telling effect upon their lines of infantry, which were
plainly to be seen. At one time they occupied a strong position in
front of the little log-house (daubed with red mud), and held in check
our forces, who had to mareh across an open flat of ground to attack
them. Arriving in position in time to observe the enemy and the re-
pulse of our forces at the same time, I threw a few well-directed shots
into their ranks, which caused them to retreat precipitately. Our lines
immediately advanced, oceupied the position, and continued to drive
them. Again, later in the afternoon, I advanced as far as the Cowan
or burnt brick house, on the Nashville pike, from which point, althongh
exposed to a galling fire from their batteries, we suceeeded in pouring
a very destruetive fire into their ranks, causing them to give back from
several points, and materially aiding our infantry in their advance.
Here we lost 2 men and several horses killed and one limber disabled.
All day we were under fire from their batteries, nntil late in the even.
ing, when we were ordered to resume our original position.

On Thorsday morning I moved to a position on the Nashville pike,
at the point where the railroad crosses that road, and remained all day
and part of the following night without firing a gun. Indeed, there
was no fighting and but little skirmishing on our lines during the time.
Orders being received during the night, my battery, together with the
other batteries of the division, moved, and was placed in the open
woods on the right. of the railroad, about 500 yards north of the Cowan
or burnt brick house. Chalmers’ brigade was sent to support us.

Very early in the morning (Iriday) it became evident that the enemy
would dispute with us for this ground. Twice during the day their skir-
mishers drove ours in, and the heavy columns of infantry following were
only repulsed by our artillery. It having been determined that General
Breckinridge should attack them on our right, orders were sent to me

CHAP, XXXIL.] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 733

that precisely at 4 o’clock I should open with my battery on the left of
the woods skirting the river banlk, and upon the enemy’s batteries, in
order, as 1 inferred, to draw their fire from our right. This I evidently
succeeded in doing. They turned all their batteries on me, producing
a concentration of shot and shell sueh as 1 never before witnessed. Dur-
ing the night I returned to the place I had left in the morning, and on
Saturday morning moved to our extreme left, to resiut a movemant the
enemy were supposed to be making in that direction. Here we remained
until late in the evening, when orders were given to move to the rear of
Murfreesborough. My movements each day of the fight were governed
by orders directly from Lieutenant-General Polk. As usual, I did not
move with your brigade in the fight, but I do not doubt but that I gave
you as much support as though I had. for my positions covered your
right and front as effectually as if I had been with you, and perhaps
better.

1 feel satisfied with the part the battery played, and know that I did
our cause some service. Considering the exposed situation of the com-
pany, it would appear strange that we lost-so few killed and wounded.
This must be accounted for from the fact that I kept my caissous in the
rear, out of range of the shot, and the limbers and drivers were, for the
most part, sheltered. Only the officers and canuoneers were exposed
all the time; nevertheless, we have to mourn the loss of 3 killed and 4
wounded—all by cannon shot. There were also 7 horses killed.

To Lieutenants [H. R.] MeSwine and [J. 8.] Mc¢Call T am much in-
debted for the proper management of the battery in the several engage-
ments in which it participated. I'he whole company acted bravely, doing
no diseredit to their reputation gaiued at Shiloh and Perryville.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
T. J. STANFORD,
Captain, Commanding Light Battery.

Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER P. STEWART,

Comdyg. Second Brig., First Div., Polk’s Corps, Avmy of Tenn.

No. 207.

Report of Brig. Gen. George Maney, C. 8. Army, commanding Third
Brigade.

HpQrs. MANEY’S BRIGADE, CHEATHAM'S DIVISION,
Porx’s Corps, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Camp near Shelbyville, Tenn., January 15, 1863.

Sir: I respectfully submit the following report of the action of my
command in the battle near Murfreesborough, Tenn., on the 31st ultimo:

It consisted of the First and Twenty-seventh Tennessee Regimnents
(consolidated), Col. H. R. Feild commanding ; Fourth Confederate Regi-
ment (Tennessee), Col.J. A. McMurry commanding; Sixth and Ninth Ten-
nessee Regiments (consolidated), Col, C. 8. Hurt commanding Smith’s
field battery (four guns—two 12-pounder Napoleons and two 12.pounder
howitzers), First Lieut. William B. Turner commanding. The battalions
were M:.H..._:mﬁa in line of battle from right to left, in the order above men-
tioned.

My brigade was on outpost duty at Stewart’s Creek, on the Nashville
and Murfreesborough pike,when the enemy commenced his advance from
Nashvil e, and on the afternoon of Friday, December 26, hearing firing
in front, I moved forward with my command to L.a Vergne, a point on
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the pike midway between Nashville and Murfreesborongh, and about
15 miles distant from each, where Brigadier-General Wheeler was sta-
tioned with his cavalry command. Here indications soon convinced me
the enemy was engaged in a general forward movement, and, in consul-
tation with General Wheeler, it was determined to so advise the com-
mauding general.

Next morning the opinion was confirmed as to the movement of the
enemy, and, according to instructions, in conjunction with the cavalry,
I fell back slowly, skirmishing with his advance and retarding his
progress, until advised all was ready for action near Murfreesborough,

My command reached its camp near Murfreesborough on Sunday fol-
lowing, prepared rations, and rested there that night,

Next morning I moved to my position in line of battle on the west
bank of Stone’s River, between the Wilkinson pike and the I'ranklin
road, being the third brigade from the right of Major General Cheat-
ham’s division, which was formed in rear of, and as a supporting line
to, that of Major-General Withers, my brigade being directly in rear of
aud supporting the one commanded by Colonel Manigault.

In the afternoon I moved to the left as support to Robinson’s [Robert-
son’s| battery, which engaged a portion of the enemy, and bivouacked
that night with my left flank resting on the Franklin road.

Next morning I returned to my position in rear of Colonel Manigault,
and there remained until I moved into action Wednesday morning,

My understanding of instructions as to our plan of action was that
our troops on the extreme left were to attack the enemy on his right
flank, and as he was driven down the front of cur line toward his center
we were to enter the action successively by brigade, each brigade attack-
ing the line immediately in front and swinging to the right, so as to
keep up, as far as possible, continued pressing on the enemy’s flank,
our alignment to be held toward our pivot flank.

Under this order, about 8 a. m. Wednesday, I commenced moving for-
ward in support of Colonel Manigault, In a shorttime I was under the
enemy’s fire, and, after advaneing about 1,000 yards from my position,
met Colonel Manigault, who informed me that, after driving the enemy
from his immediate front, he had been compelled to fall back by a ruinons
fire on hisright flank from two of the enemy’s batteries, These batteries
were about 600 yards apart, one on quite a high ridge obliquely to my
front and right, across open ground toward the Harding house; the other
was directly to my right and could be approached under shelter of the
woods in which it was planted. The battery on the ridge was firing
actively, and the two were so related in support of each other that an
attacking force against either singly from our position would be exposed
to flank or oblique fire from the other, and to avoid this it was instantly
arranged that Colonel Maniganlt should change his front to the right
and engage the battery in the woods, while I attacked the one in the
open ground. In aceordance with this plan, Colonels Feild’s and Me-
Murry's regiments were ordered to change direction to the right for
attuck upon the battery, and Colonel Hurt, with his regiment, was de-
tached from the line and advanced directly forward to oceupy a skirt of
woods about 300 yards to his front, for the purpose of protecting the
other two regiments from flank fire during their movement upon the
battery, with instruetions that, if he engaged no enemy in these woods,
to move rapidly forward to his place on the left of myline. These move-
ments were executed with spirit and promptness, but the enemy, seeing
the approach of a fresh line, hastily withdrew his battery and its sup-
port from the ridge. My own battery was hurried into position and
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delivered several shots upon his retiring force. Seeing the enemy re-
tiring, the movement of my line was changed more sharply to the right,
throwing a small part of it into the woods on my right and the remainder
moving rapidly forward to the ridge-top he had abandoned. A shorg
delay being necessary for Colonel Manigault to reform his brigade, my
own got considerably in advance, and the battery in the woods opened
on my right regiment. Colonel Ieild at first took this to be our own
battery, and orderedhis regiment to lie down without firing, though he
was within 200 yards of it; nor was this mistake discovered until one
messenger to stop its fire had been killed and another narrowly escaped
the same fate. His regiment was then ordered to fire, and with the aid
of (I think) a portion of Colonel Manigault’s brigade, which came up on
the right, soon silenced the battery. Meantime my other two regiments,
having attained the ridge-top in the open field but just abandoned by
the enemy, were met with a furious shelling from a battery in plain view,
about 500 yards distant, and just across the Wilkinson pike. Theword
coming to me from my right that we were being fired on by our own bat-
tery, led me to take the one across the road to be alluded to, that in the
woods being at the moment hidden from my sight. Under these circum-
stances my line was ordered to lie down, and staff officers sent instantly
to the right for aceurate information. My battle-tlag was conspienonsly
displayed from the ridge-top, but instead of diminishing seemed only to
attract the fire of the battery across the road. Next moment suspicion
became certainty as to this battery by discovering the flag of the enemy
in the woods to the right of and uear it. Ilis purpose in withdrawing
from the ridge was now plain. The ground between my line and the
Wilkinson pike (a distance of from 400 to 500 yards) was an open field,
sloping gradually to the pike, on the opposite or north side of which and
directlyin my front was a thick wood, affording good cover. The enemy
had withdrawn from the ridge I now occupied and posted his infantry
in these woods, and established his battery so as to rake the field be-
tween us with an oblique fire from my front and right. Evidently his
dispositions were made in expectation of my moving direetly over this
field against him. TFortunately, however, the ridge he had abandoned
commanded the new position he had taken, and, finding an excellent
location for my battery, I got it instantly in position and opened upou
him with admirable effect, my infantry line lying down the while for
protection. Fora short time the artillery fire was hot and spirited, but
Turner’s Napoleons and 12-pounder howitzers, being in easy range and
aided by advantage of position, were more than the enemy could stand.
His battery was soon silenced and his infantry in retreat under our fire.

About this time Major-General Cheatham came in person to my line,
and Colonel Mauigault reported his brigade reformed and again ready to
advance. By order of the major-general, Colonel Manigault was moved
from my right to my left, and we moved across the field in line together,
bearing sharply to the right, General Cheatham accompanying us. In
this movement my center regiment passed over the four guns just beyond
the pike with which my battery bad been engaged, and which were too
much disabled to be carried off in the enemy’s flight. My line, after
crossing the pike, was inclined to the left, and moved down through the
cedar brake between the Wilkinson and Nashville pikes. Toe enemy tled
before us without making any stand in these woods, but in a short time
opened a furions shelling from his main position near the Nashville pike.
My command was halted at the northern margin of this cedar bralke, in
line with other brigades on my right, and in a short time Major-General
MeCown’s division came forward in prolongation to my left.
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During the afternoon the bulk of our left and center forces were con-
centrated in these woods and formed in two lines, apparently in antiei-
pation of the enemy making an attack to regain the field from which he
had been driven. My command remained in position here in the front
line until Friday evening, when I was ordered to take position to the
right, in support of our batteries near the Cowan house.

At daylight, Saturday morning, I was ordered back to pesition in the
cedar brake from which I came the previous evening, and remained there
until our army retired from Murfreesborough, my brigade bringing up
the rear on the Shelbyville road.

1 eannot close iy report of this memorable battle without expressing
my highest satisfaction in the conduet of my entire command. *During
the main engagement, and the frequent and severe shellings to which
they were exposed for the three days following, they exhibited the steady
and reliable courage of veterans. Exposure to cold and drenching rain,
added to the fatigue of the battle, could not fail in wearing, {0 some ex-
tent, their bodies; but under all the dangers and hardships incident to
the time, the morale evinced was admirable. Truly, they bore them.
selves as soldiers, comprehending the stake involved.

My battalion commanders—Colonels Feild, ilurt,and McMurry—have
my thanks for their gallantry and efficiency during the entire action, and
I refer to their reports, filed with this, for particulars as to their officers
and men. Also, I feel it proper to mention First Lieutenant Turner,
commanding, First Lieut. Chandler ﬁm.# Smith and Second Lieut. Charles
[L. B.] Ingraham, of my battery, for their good conduct, and with them
thank their command for the excellent manner in which their guns were
served.

My staff—Captain [Thomas H.] Malone, assistant adjutant-general;
Captain [E.] Cockrill, acting ordnance officer and aide; Lieutenant Kee-
ble, acting assistant inspector-general and aide—all have my thanks for
valuable service= and assistance.

Capt. R, H. Harrison, of the Ninth Tennessee Regiment, having been
temporarily relieved from his regular command by the consolidation of
liis regiment, and Hon. John F. House, acted on my staff as volunteer
aides, and exhibited both promptness and daring throughout the action.

In the latter part of the day, Captain [J. H.] Trezevant, First Louisi-
ana Regiment (Regulars), reported to me, stating himself disabled by a
wound for duty on foot, but anxzious to render what service he could,
mounted. Under these circumstances I accepted his services, and thank
him for bearing several orders to different parts of the field.

I have previously furnished a statement of the losses from my com-
mand.

Very respectfully,
GEO. MANEY,
Brigadier-General.
Maj. JouN INGRAM, Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 208.
Report of Col. H. K. Ieild, First Tennessee Infantry.
—_ —, 1863.
In compliance with orders, I must submit to you the following report
of the part my command took in the action before Murfreesborough on
Wednesday, Decembor 31, 1862 :
Enemy opened fire on me just as our line arrived at the brick-kiln,
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some 400 or 500 yards south of the Wilkinson pike, from a four-gun bat-
tery about 200 yards distant, which I thought at first was our own bat-
tery, from its position and our very elose proximity to it before it opened
fire. With that belief I ordered the men to lie down, and sent Licutenant
ﬁw. F.] James forward to tell them that they were firing on their friends.
1e approached within 50 yards of the battery, when he was shot dead
by its support. I still believed it to be our own battery, and sent another
mounted officer to see. I think it was Lientenant [John H.] Marsh; I do
not, know. He rode within 40 yards of it, when its support rose up and
fired a volley at him, but fortunately missing, when he wheeled his horse
and made his escape. Then I became convinced it was the enemy, and
ordered my regiment to open fire, which they obeyed with reluctance,
the major part of the men thinking it was our own people. But after
firing a few rounds they became satisfied it was the enemy, and then
opened with great vigor, driving the enemy from his guns, which guns
wo passed over as we advanced, and also passed over another battery on
the other side of the pilke.

All the loss my regiment sustained was in the engagement at the brick-
kiln, which was some eighty-odd, and was the only place that we actu-
ally engaged the enemy.

Great credit is due both officers and men, who behaved themselves
with cooluess and bravery, and showed themselves worthy of the regi-
ment to which they belong.

Captain Maney and hiscompany was attached to my regiment through-
out the whole, and acquitted themselves with equal eredit with the rest
of the command. Captain [1.] Cockrill was with me during the action
and rendered valuable service, for which I tender him my thanks. He
bad his horse killed under him while riding in front of the regiment en-
couraging the men.

H. R. FEILD,
Colonel, Commanding First Tennessee Regiment.

[Brigadier-]General GE0O. MANEY.

No. 209.
Report of Col. James A, MeMurry, Fourth Tennessee Infantry.

NEAR SHELBYVILLE, TENN.,
January 29, 1863.

I respectfully report that my regiment, agreeably to orders from Brig.
Gen. G. Maney, commanding brigade, marched from their camps early
on the morning of December 29 last, and took their position in line of
battle in the center of the brigade before Murfreesborough, on the west
bank of Stone’s River, and remained there until the morning of the 31st,
the day of the general engagement, except the first evening, when it

vas ordered to march to the left a few hundred yvards, when firing {rom

artillery and infantry indicated that a strong attack might be made.
The regiment eneamped there until the next day, when it was ordered
back to its first position in line of battle.

At an early hour on the morning of the 31st, the firing from artille.y
and infantry gave evidence that all parts of the front line were engaged
in battle, when the regiment, as early as 8 a. m., was ordered by the bri-
gade commander toadvance, for the purpose of participating in the battle,
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The regiment advanced to a distance of some 500 yards, until it reached
our front line of battle, when it was halted, where the brigude which
occupied our front line of barttle, for some cause, had been thrown into
disorder and confusion. After halting here some twenty minutes, until
the broken brigade had reformed, and being all the while under fire from
artillery and infantry of the enemy, in position in a skirt of woods a
little in advance of the right of the brigade, near what is called the
Wilkinson pike, the regiment again received orders to advance, which
was done by making a cirele through a cotton-field until the direction
was changed to the right, when the regiment encountered a strong bat-
tery, well and ably supported by infantry, in position not more than
300 yards in advance of the right of the brigade, and apparently not more
than 150 yards distant, when the first battery opened upon the brigade,
This second battery was considerably—some say 300 yards or more—in
rear of the forces of the enemy. On their right, being driven back a
considerable distance, and from the artillery and infantry combined, a
most destructive fire was directed against our advancing column; and
it being altogether uncertain whether the missiles of death were directed
by friend or foe, the regiment was halted and covered, and protected
itself as well as possible upon this ground and behind obstacles until it
could be ascertained by whom we were being fired upon. Here the
brigade commander, who was immediately in the rear of my regiment,
sent some of his staff’ to ascertain this fact; and I here desire to call
attention to the skill, gallantry, and cool courage of Sergeant Oakley,
color-bearer of my regiment, who, while the regiment was thus waiting
and in doubt, volunteered and did march out with the flag of his coun-
try some 8 or 10 paces in advance of his regiment, and held aloft the
flag, which he bore erect some ten minutes in a conspicuous place for
the fire of the enemy, and amid a terrific fire, to test by whose fire the
brigade was suffering so severely. The continued heavy firing directed
upon our line soon demonstrated that the battery and its support were
no mistaken friends of ours, and the battery belonging to the brigade was
placed in a position by the brigade cormmander on an eminence, where it
and all the infantry of the brigadeopened a well-directed and destructive
fire against the hostile battery and infantry, and after a heavy fire from
us (continued some fifteen or twenty minutes) we drove the battery and
its support from their position, which resulted in the battery (consisting
of four pieces of artillery) being carried off by the enemy some 150 yards,
when it was captured by and fell intothe hands of the brigade, the enemy
being unable to carry it any farther, my regiment passing immediately
by the captured guns.

The loss tomy regiment in dislodging this battery and its infantry sup-
port from this well-selected position in the woods (our brigade having to
attack them from an open field) was very considerable.

I have to regret the loss of Capt. D. P. Skelton, of Company K, in my
regiment, who was here mortally wounded. This was a severe loss to
his company; also that Capt. C. Brown was very severely wounded in the
thigh—a brave officer, who is disabled from any further field service;
and also the loss of 2 non-commissioned officers and 5 privates, and some
40 non-commissioned [officers] and privates were wounded. And here
[Lieutenant] John Shane, adjutant in the regiment, was wounded in the
arm, who had rendered valuable assistance on the day of the battle,
exhibiting much courage.

After driving theenemy from their position. the regiment, with the bri-
gade, under orders from the commander, advanced through a skirt of
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woods, When they had proceeded about half through the woods, the
enemy, from their numerous batteries on the Nashville and Murfrees-
borough turnpike, began and directed a heavy cannonading against our
advancing line, which continued for some twenty minutes, resulting in
the wounding of some 2 or 3 men in my regiment, and from here the
regiment and brigade, which had been in the present line of attack ever
since it had arrived at our front line of battle, advanced under the com-
mand of Colonel Feild (General Maney having been assigned to {ake
command of the left) to a field on the Nashville and Murfreesborough
turnpike, where it was directed to be halted, and where it opened a fire
on the enemy’s line on the turnpike, when 1 officer of the regiment
was wounded and 1 private killed, which closed the fight on the part
of my regiment that day. My regiment encamped here that night on
our extreme front line, and remained on our extreme front line, except
one night, until our forces were withdrawn on Saturday night, at 2 a. m.,
the brigade constituting the rear guard of the retiring forces.

During the three days after the fight of the 31st the enemy kept up
a Dbrisk but irregular fire on our line, which was not returned in any
way, except by some skirmishers, which I kept constantly in front of my
regiment, and who, it is believed, did considerable execution against the
enemy by the discharge of their small-arms,

I have further to report that the men and officers of the regiment en-
dured considerable hardships and privations during the six days we
were in line of battle before Murfreesborongh with great patience and
fortitude, such as becomes true soldiers, without uttering any complaint,
and that the field, staff, and company officers gallantly and with alacrity
performed their duties during the whole time, and to whose assistance
much is due to the part performed by the regiment during the engage-
ment.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. A. MCcGMURRY,
Colonel, Commanding Fourth Tennessee Regiment.
Capt., THOMAS H. MALONE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 210.

Report of Maj. John L. Harris, Sizth Tennessee Infantry, commanding
Sizth and Ninth Kegiments.

MarcH 20, 1863.

SIR : I have the honor to submit the following report of the Sixth and
Ninth] (consolidated) Tennessee Regiments in the late action before
urfreesborough on December 31, 1862 :

Having been posted on the left wing of General Maney brigade—which
was in the center of the left wing and in the second line, which rested
on Stone’s River, where we had been for two days before the regular
engagement, which began on the morning of December 31—when the
firing had become heavy in the frontline, which was early in the morning
of December 31, we were ordered forward to support it with the balance
of the brigade, by General Maney. After ching straight to the front
about 300 yards, we were halted in a corn-field about 200 yards in front
of & wood lot, in which a portion of the cnemy were posted. While in
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that position we had several men wounded. The command was here
ordered to lie down, in order to proteet themselves as much as possible
against a heavy enfilading fire from the right by one of the enemy’s
batteries. The regiment, then commanded by Col. C. 8. Hurt, was
ordered from this place by General Maney to move off by the left flank to
the left and front, on an angle of about 35° from the original parallel,
in rear of a thicket and down a ravine, so as to gain the right of the
woods. We were then ordered Ly the left flank into the woods, and there
formed a line of battle perpendicular to the original line. We were then
ordered forward. After having gone about 400 yards, we were halted in
an open cotton-field near some out-buildings. Our lines were raked
here most terrifically by shot and shell from one battery on our right
and another sitnated a little to the left of our right. Here we were
ordered to lie down. Believing the battery on our right to be ours,
the colors of the regiment were ordered forward to attract their atten-
tion, whereapon Sergt. M. C. Hooks, Company i, Ninth Tennessee Reg-
iment, advanced to the front and placed his colors on the top of a erib,
whereupon the battery on the right fired at it and struck the erib near
the color-sergeant. We were then convinced as to the character of the
battery, which still kept pouring a heavy fire upon us. Here we lost 3
killed and several wounded. Among the killed was Lieutenant [W. D.]
Irby, then commanding Company D, Ninth Tennessee Regiment. We
were then ordered forward, bearing slightly to the right. After pro-
ceeding about 600 yards to the fence of a third field, beyond which the
enemy were strongly massed in the cedars, with their batteries playing
upon us continually, we were halted, and fired one round at the enemy,
they returning the fire, killing and wounding several of our men, among
whom were Lientenant [A. J.| Bucey, of Company A, Ninth Tennessee
Regiment, and Lieutenant m_u J.] Gilliam, also of Company A, but
then commanding Company D, Ninth Tennessce Regiment, killed, and
Japtain [E. B.] M¢Clanaban, Company G, Sixth Tennessee Regiment,
wounded. We were then ordered by Col. C.S. Hurt to our former posi-
tion, and there formed on a line with Smith’s battery, 100 yards in rear
of our first line. After Sinith’s battery had driven the enemy from the
woods we were again ordered forward, and continued to the front, bear-
ing to the right, until we reached a cedar glade beyond the Wilkinson
pike. Here we were halted, being partially sheltered by the trees from
the most terrific fire of shot and shell T ever saw, completely riddling
the forest in every direction. We were again ordered forward amid the
thunder of artillery and the crash of falling timber, and continued to
mareh to the front until we arrived at the south side of a field, the north
side of which rested upon the Nashville pike, and there halted, it then
being between 2 and 3 o’clock in the evening, and the enemy being
lieavily massed both in men and artillery on the opposite side of the
field. We remained here until the following morning about 7 o’clock,
when we were ordered to fall back 100 yards into the cedar glade and
hold our position.

‘We remained here until the evening of January 2, 1863, keeping up a
continued skirmishing with the enemy all the time, both day and night.
We were then ordered to the right, and placed in a field near Cowan’s
dwelling. The next morning before day we were ordered back to our
original line in the cedar glade, where we remained until the evacuation,
and then assisted in bringing up the rear of General Cheatham’s division.

During all the exposure both officers and men behaved with that
beecoming coolness and courage that has ever made Teunessee troope
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invincible. Among a few names that stand conspicuous are Color-Sergt,
M. C. Hooks and Private Robert [T.] Bond, of Company E, Ninth Ten-
nessee, who was seriously wounded at Shiloh, and at Perryville received
a severe wound through his lungs, and was found among the foremost
at Murfreesborough during all the exposure with a bullet-hole through
his body. Be it said to the honor of the conseripts of Company I, Ninth
Tennessee Regiment, they stood to a man, advancing and retreating in
perfect good order.

Respeetfully submitted.

JNO. L. HARRIS,
Major, Comdg. Sizth and Ninth (consolidated) Tenn. Regts.
Capt. THOMAS H. MALONE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 211.
Reports of Licut. William B. Turner, Smith’s Mississippi battery.

SHELBYVILLE, TENN,, January 14, 1863

Magor: In accordance with Special Orders, No. 2, issued from head-
quarters artillery, Polk’s corps, Army of Tennessee, I have the honor to
report that at the battle of Stone’s River the company sustained a loss
of 1 private killed (Heury Sellers) and 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, and 2 pui-
vates wounded, 4 horses killed and 6 wounded. No damage done to
Arriages or caissons.

The battery was engaged four different times on Wednesday, 31st
ultimo, with the batteries of the enemy and firing on their infantry, aver-
aging about half an hour to each engagement.

We were engaged some six times on Friday, 2d instant. We drove
back a line of infantry on Wednesday, and on Friday, in conjunction
with Carnes’ and Stanford’s batteries, were engaged with several of the
enemy’s batteries, and drove back a columu of their infantry. The effect
of our two light 12-pounders was particularly noticeable. That evening
atter sundown, Captain Stanford, acting chief of artillery, seeing a line
of the enemy’s infantry approaching, ordered me to open fire, which I
did upon them with my two light 12-pounder guns, firing several rounds
and repulsing the enemy. We fired during the two duys we were en-
gaged some 800 rounds, composed of solid shot, shell, spherical case, and
canister. We noticed nothing inefficient in regard to the projectiles of
the Bormann fuses. We were compelled to use a few of the paper fuses.
They proved inefficient, not preservine the range. We never used our
adjustable sights, it not being necessary. .

Very respectfuily,
WM, B. TURNER,
) Licutenant, Commanding Light Battery.

Maj. M. Syirm,

Chicf of Artillery, 15t Div., Polk’s Corps, A rmy of Tennessee.

JANUARY 29, 1863.
In accordance with special orders issued from headquarters, I have the
honor to submit the following report of the action of Smith's battery



