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CAVALRY.
Brig. Gen. Davip 8, STaxigy.
CAVaLRY DIVISION.
! Col. JorN KENNETT.
First Brigade. Sacord Brigade.
Col. RoserT H. @, MINTY, Col. LEWIs Zanm,
24 Ingiiia;;,e l(i?omps.ny M, Capt. J. A. 8. { 1st Ohio:

. . Col. Minor Milliken.
ﬁh g?:;jucky, Col. Eli H. Murray. Mgj. James Laughlin,

Iotigan, Lisut. Col. William H. i;dh ggio, ]i:ii:ut. Col. Douglas A. Murray
. t io, . John L. Pugh,
7th Pennsylvania, Msj. John E. Wynkoop. » Ma- Jo &

drtillery.
1st Ohio, Batiery D (ssotion), Liens, Nathantel M. Newell,

REBERVE CAVALRY."

16th Penngylvania :
Maj. Adolﬂh G. Rosengarten,
Maj. Frank B, Ward.
Capt. Alfred Vezin,
lst Middle (51-.11& Tennesses, Col. William B, Stokes.
24 Tennesses, Col. Daniel M. Ray.

UNATTACHED.
4th U. B. Cavalry, Capt. Elmer Otis.

MISCELLANEOUSR,
PIONEER BRIGADE.
Capt. James 8T. C. MoRToN.
st Battalion, Capt. Lymau Bridges.
24 Battalion: Capt. Calvin Hoodg.

34 Battalion, Capt. Robert Clements.
Nlinois Light Artillery, Stokes’ battery, Capt. James H. Stokes.

ENGINEERS AND MECHANIOS,
1st Michigan, Col. William P, Innee.
Po8T OF GALLATIN, TRNN.t
Brig. Gen, ELEAZER A. PaINE.
Ward's (late Eighth) Brigade.
Brig. Gen, WiLLlam T, WaRD.

1024 IMinoie, Lient. Col Frank C.Smith.
105th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Henry F. Vallotte.
70th Indiana, Col. Benjamin Harrison.
79th Ohio, Col. Henry G. Kennett.
Indians Light Artillery, 13th Battery, Capt. Benjamin 8, NickHn,

Cavalry.

1st Eentucky, Col. Frank Wolford.
7th Kentucky, Lieut, Col. John K. Faulkner.
11th Eentucky, Lieat. Col. William E. Riley.

* Under the immediate command of General Btanley, Chief of Cavalry.

. sget engagoed at Blone’s River. Commanders given as they stood ber 31,
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Reporis of Maj. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans, U. 8. Ariny, commanding
Army of the Cumberland, with congratulatory resolutions, orders, do.

LA VERGNE, TERR., December 28,
By messenger to Lowisville, Ky., December 31, 1862—noon.

Our advance was delayed one day. The right wing, under MeCook,
drove Hardee’s skirmishers 18 miles down the Nolensville pike, and ad-
vanced on Triune for battle. A heavy fog delayed this advance, and
gave Hardee time to escape toward Murfreesborongh. Our left wing
drove the enemy on the main Murfreesborongh turnpike with heavy
skirtishing, and seized all the bridges over Stewart’s Creek last night,
by dark., Our fotal loss on both lines does not exceed 20 killed, 100
wounded, and 10 missing. We have some 50 prisoners. Our center
crossed from Nolensville yesterday and to-day, and now oceupy the
uorth side of Btewart’s Creek, 10 miles from Murfreesborough—the
right at Trinne. Pursuiug division went 7 miles toward Shelbyville,
We have report from Murfreesborough to 10 o’clock yesterday. All
his right wing, closed in, came toward Stewart’s Creek. If, under Ken-
tncky and Tennessee influence or orders, they fight as they propose, I
think we are in position, by God’s help, to win, and McCook will cut off

their retreat.
W. 3. BOSEORANS,
Major-General.
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECE,
General-in-COhigf.

GENERAL ORDERS,} Hpqrs. DEPT. oF THE CUMBERLAND,
No. —. In front of Murfreesborough, December 31,1862

The general commanding desires to say to the soldiers of the Army
of the Cumberland that he was well pleased with their conduct yester-
day; it is all he could have wished for; he neither saw nor heard of any
skuolkiug ; they behaved with the coolness and gallantry of veterana.
He now feels perfectly confident, with God’s grace and their help, of
striking this day a blow for the country the most crushing, perhaps,
which the rebellion kas yet sustained.

Soldiers, the eyes of the whole nation are upon you; the very fate of
the nation may be said to hang on the issue of this day’s battle. Be
trae, then, to yourselves, trae to your own manly character and soldierly
reputation, true to the love of your dear ones at home, whose prayers
ascend to Gtod this day for your success.

Be cooll I need not ask you to be brave. Keep ranks. Do not throw
away your fire. Fire slowly, deliberately; above all, fire low, and be
always sure of your aim. Close steadily in upon the enemy, and, when
you get within charging distance, rush on him with the bayonet. Do
this, and the victory will certainly be yours. Recollect that there are
hardly any troops in the world that will stand a bayonet charge, and
that those wh make it, therefore, are sure to win.

By commani of Maj. Gen, W. 8. Rosecrana:

J. P. GARESOHE
Assistant Adjutant-General and Qhief of &taj’.
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Return of casualtics in the Union foroes, go.—Continuec. i Returs of casualties in the Union foroes, fo.~—Continued.
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lery. My casualties are very few. The One hundred and first Ohio
charged one battery, and captured one gnn and caisson, with teams.
The men iu glorious spirits, and only waut a chance. Negley is here
with his division. General Thomas sent a courier here; states that be
i8 somewhere on the Wilson pike. Hardee had a dance given him at

Triune last night.
A, MoD. McCOOK,
Major- General,
Colonel GARESCHR.

HEADQUARTERS RigHT WING,
December 27, 1862,
CoLoNEL: The fog is so thick in these hills that I cannot see 300
yards in my front. T have ordered a halt until the fog rises. The en-
emy have resisted our advance for 3 miles this morning, and have a
battery posted on the hill in front to enfilade the road. One brigade of
the enemy in Triune; the other troops scattered on the Shelbyville road.
A. MoD. McCOOEK,
Major-General.
Colonel GARESCHE.

P. 8.—The firing you hear ig the enemy’s battery. I will apprise you

when I move forward. Can do nothing intelligently now.
HEADQUARTERS,
Near Triune, December 27, 1862—3 p. m,

GENERAL: The enemy, under Hardee, escaped me this morning in the
fog; at times I conld not see more than 50 yards. I had reliable infor-
mation that Hardee was here in person, and that his army lay in line of
battle last night. I have yet to pursne them 6 miles before I can well
determine whether they have retreated toward Murfreesborough or
Shelbyvilte. Every prisoner I have taken has contradictory statements
a8 to their destination. T will know to-night.

Very reapectfully,
A. MoD. McCOOE,
Major-General.
Major-General THOMAS,
Commanding Centor.

HpQEs. RrgaT WING, FOURTEENTHE ARMY CORPS,
Triune, December 27, 18623 p. m,

OoLoNEL : Hardee escaped me during the fog to-day. Some reports
8ay he left last night; others, to-day. Our prisoners tell contradictory
stories about them. 3].‘hey had two divigions here. Iam pursuing with
one division, and Stanley has started with his cavalry in pursuit, I
will know and promptly inform you what road they bave taken. It
wilk be_neeessary for me to pursue 6 miles on the Shelbyville road to
determine upon what road they have marched. From College Grove
there is & dirt road running 4 miles and intersecting the Salem pike.
My cavalry are all raw, but have done well to-day.

General Ronsseaw’s division did not get up until 12 m. to-day. The
weather horrid. Captain Long will explain-the country to yon.

A. MoD. MoCOOE,
Major-General.
Colonel GARESORE, Ohigf of Staff.
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HoqQrs. RiGHT WING, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In Camp, Two and a half miles south of Murfreesborough, Tenn.,
January 8, 1863.

Magyor: Im compliance with telegraphic orders from the general com-
manding, received at my camp, on Mill Creek, 6 miles south of Nash-
ville, at 4.30 &. m., on the morning of December 26, 1862, 1 put the right
wing of the Fourteenth Army Corps in motion toward Nolensville, Tenn.
The First Division, Brig. Gen. Jeffersou C. Davis commanding, marched
at 6 a. m. upon the Edmondson pike, with orders to move upon that
road to Prim’s blacksmith-shop, from whence it was to march direet by
a conntry road to Nolensville.

The Third Division, Brig. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan commanding, also
marched at 6 a. m., and upon the direct road to Nolensville. The Sec-
ond Division, Brig. Gen. R. W. Johnson commanding (the reserve of
the right wing}, followed the Third Division upon the direct road.

The advance guards of Generals Davis’ and Sheridan’s columns en-
countered the enemy’s cavalry about 2 miles beyond our picket line,
There wag continuous skirmishing with the enemy until the heads of
these columns reached Nolepsville.

About 1 mile beyond the town the enemy made a determined stand,
in a defile and upon a range of hills that cross the turnpike at this point,
lining the slopes with skirmishers and placing a six-gun battery on a
commanding position, endeavoring to repel our advance. He was at-
tacked in fromt and his position handsomely turned by General Carlin’s
brigade, of Davis’ division, capturing one piece of his artillery and sev-
eral prisoners. After taking possession of the defile and hills, the com-
mand was encamped.

On the night of this day, I was visited by the general commanding,
who gave me verbal orders to move forward in the morning to Trinne,
7 miles distant, and attack Hardee’s corps, supposed to be guartered
at that place, . At this camp I was joined by Brig. Gen. D. B. Stanley,
chief of cavalry, with the First and Second Tennessee Regiments, and
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Preparations were made to move forward at daylight, the cavalry
under General Stanley in the advance, followed by the Second Divis-
ion, under General Johnson. It having rained all the day previous
and the entire night, there was a dense fog, which prevented us from
seeing 150 yards in any direction. The column baving moved about
2 miles to the front, they again encountered the enemy, consisting of
cavalry, infantry, and artillery. The fog at this time being so tbick
that friend could not be distinguished from foe, and our cavalry baving
been fired upon by our infantry skirmishers, on the flanks, the enemy
being conversant with the ground, my troops strangers to it, and from
prisoners captured having learned that Hardee’s corps had been in line
of battle since the night before, I did not deem it prudent to advance
until the fog lifted, and I ordered the command to halt until the work
could be done understandingly.

The fog having lifted at 1p. m., an advance was immediately ordered,
driving the enemy’s cavalry before ua.

On nearing Triune, we found that the main portion of their forces had
retired, leaving a battery of six pieces, supported by cavalry, to contest
the crossing of Nelson’s Creek, which bas steep and bluft banks. The
enemy having destroyed the bridge, it was with difficnlty that artillery
could be crossed. On the approach of our skirmishers, the battery, with
the cavalry,took flight down the Eagleville road. It now being nearly
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dark, and a severe and driving raiv-storm blowing, they were pursued
no farther. :

Johnson’s division erossed and encamped beyond Nelson’s Creek, re-
pairing the destroyed bridge. ]

On the norning of the 28th instant I ardered out a strong recounais-
sance, under Brigadier-General Willich, to learn whetber the enemy had
retired to Suelbyville or Murfreesborough. Pursning 7 miles down the
Shelbyville road, it was found that the enemy had turned to the left,
baving taken a dirt road which led into the Salem pike, thence to Mur-
freesborough. o .

Leaving the Third Brigade of Johnson’s division at Triune, I marched,
on the 29th, with my command on the Bole Jack road toward Murfrees-
borough. The road being a very bad one, the command did not reach
Wilkinson’s Oross-Koads (5 miles from Murfreesborough) natil late in
the evening. ' .

My command was encamped in line of battle; Sheridan’s division
on the left of Wilkinson's pike; Davis’ division on right of same road;
Woodruff’s brigade gnarding the bridge over Overall's Creek; the two
brigades of Johnson’s division watching the right. o

On that evening, believing that the enemy intended giving our army
batile at or near Murfreesborough, I ordered the Lrigade left at Trinne
to join the command without delay, which it did on the 30th.

At 1 o'clock on the morning of the 30th I received an order from
General Rosecrans to report in person at his headquarters, on the Mur-
freesborough pike, and arrived there at 3,30 a. m. I received my in-
structions, which were that the left of my line should rest on the right
of General Negley’s division, and my right was to be thrown forward
until it hecame parallel, or nearly so, with Stone’s River, the extreme
right to rest on or near the Franklin road. _ .

My entire command advanced at 9.30 a. 1n., Sheridan’s division mov-
ing down the Wilkinson turnpike until its advance encountered the
enemy’s pickets. The line of battle was then formed? the left of Sher-
idan’s division resting upon the Wilkinson pike and immediately upon
General Negley’s right; the remainder of Sheridan’s division was de-
ployed to the right, the line rumming in a southeasterly direction.
Davig’ division, which had already been deployed, moved up, his left
resting upon Sheridan’s right, Johnson’s division being held in reserve.
Our front was covered with a strong line of skirmishers, who soon be-
came sharply engaged with the enemy’s sharpshooters and skirmishers.
The line moved forward but slowly, as the esemy contested stubbornly
every inch of ground gained by us. The ground was very favorable to
thew; they were under cover of a heavy wood and cedar thlckqt. . .

At 12 m. on the 30th the house of a Mr. Harding came within our
lines. From that point I ascertained where the enemy’s line of battle
was, our skirmishers being then about 500 yards from it. The right,
under General Davis, moved handsomely, but slowly, into position, as the
gronnd over which he had to march was hotly contested by the enemy’s
skirmishers. )

At 1 p. m. word was sent to General D. 8. Stanley, chief of cavalry,
that Colonel Zahm, commanding three regiments of cavalry on my right
flank, was hard pressed by a superior force. I ordered one bri gade of my
reserve division to report to General Stanley, who conducted it to the
Franklin road. On his approach the enemy, pressing Colonel Zahm,
retired, and the brigade was ordered back to it former position.

At 2 p. m. a citizen living on the Franklin road, and about one-half
mile in front of the enemy’s line of battle, was sent me under gnard hr

Cmir. XXXTI] THE BTONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 255

General Stanley. He reported as follows:

I'wae ap to the enemy’s line of battle twice yestorday and once this morning, to
got some stock, taken from me. The enemy’s troops are posted in the following
manter: The right of Cheatham’s division rests on the Wilkinson pike ; Withers is on
Cheathawm’s left, with his left resting on the Franklin road; Hardee's corpa is entirely
beyond that road, and his left extending towsard the Salemn pike.

This man was sent immediately to the general comwmandin g, and
subsequently returned to me, with the report that his information had
been received. I also sent a report to the general commanding by my
aide-de-camp, Capt, Horace N, Fisher, that the right of my line rested
directly in front of the enemy’s center. This made me anxious for my
right, All my divigion commanders were immediately informed of this
fact, and two brigades of the reserve division, commanded, respectively,
by Generals Willich and Kirk, two of the best and most experienee(i
brigadiers in the army, were ordered to the right of my line, to protect
the right flank and guard against surprise there.

At 6 p. m. I received an order from the general commanding to have
large and extended camp-fires made on iy right, to deceive the enemy,
making them believe that we were massing troope there. This order
Waa communicated to General Stanley, commanding cavalry, and car-
ried into execution by Maj. R. H. Nodine, Twenty-fifth Illinois, engineer
officer of my staff.

On the evening of the 30th, the order of battle was nearly parallel
with that of the enemy, my right slightly refused, and my line of battle
in two lines. Two brigades of thereserve re-enforced the right of the
line, and the Third Brigade, of the reserve, was posted in column about
800 yards in rear of the right.

On the evening of the 30th, Sheridan’s left rested on the Wilkinson
road, on the right of Negley’s division, and the line then ran in a south-
easterly direction through an open wood ; thencein front of and partly
through a cedar thicket, until General Davig right rested near the
Franklin road. Kirk’s brigade was on Davig’ right, Willich’s brigade
Placed on a line nearly perpendicular to the main line, forming a crotchet
to the rear, to avoid the possibility of my right being turned by any-
thing like an equal foree. My line was a strong one, open ground in
front for a short distarce.

My instructions for the following day were received at about 6.30 P.
m. on the 30th, which were as follows:

Take a strong position; if the ensmy attacks ﬁou, fall back slowly, refusing your
;j.]g]ht, contesting the ground inch by inch, Ift e suemy does not attack yon, &ou

1 sttack him, not Vl%oroualy, but warmly; the time of attack by you (Goneral Mo-
Cook) to be designated by the geaeral commanding.

I was also informed that Crittenden’s corps would move simalta-
neously with my attack into Murfreegborough. Written instruetions
were gent by me to each division commander on the night of the 30th,
explaining to each what would be required of them on the 31st,

At about 6.30 a. m., op the 31st, a determined and heavy attack was
made upon Kirk’s and Willich’s brigades, on the extreme right. They
were aftacked by such an overwhelming force that they were compelled
to fall back. Geperal Kirk being seriously wounded at the first fire
upon his main line, General Willich having his horse killed early in
the action, and he falling into the hands of the enemy, the two brigades
were deprived of their immediate commanders, aud gave way in con-
fusion. Colonel Post’s brigade, on the right of Daviy’ division, and,
in fact, my entire line to Sheridan’s left, was almost simultaneously
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attacked by a heavy force of the enemy. The attack in front of Daviy
and Sheridan was repulsed several times, and had not the heavy tarn.
ing columns of the énemy on my right succeeded so well, my line eould
have been maintained, and the enemy driver back to his barricades,
which extended from the Wilkinson pike, with but a short interval,
three-fourths of a mile beyond the Franklin road. General Sheridan’s
division was ably maneuvered by him, under my own eye. As soon as
it became evident that ey lines would be compelled to give way, orders
were given to reform my line in the first skirt of timber in rear of my
first position. The enemy advancing so rapidly upon my right, I found
this imposaible, and changed the pointof reforming my line to the high
ground in rear of the Wilkingson pike. Moving to the left of my line,
and in rear of Sheridan’s divigion, I here met General Roussean in a
cedar wood, posting his divigion to repel the attack. I then ordered
my line to fall still farther back, and form on the right of Rousseauy,
I gave General Johnson orders, in person, to form his division in rear of
Roussean. Rousseaw's division having been withdrawn to the open
ground in rear of the cedar woods, the last position became untenable,
and my troops were retired to the Nashville pike, where my wing, ex-
cept Schaefer’s Lrigade, of Sheridan’s division, was reassembled and
replenished with ammunition. Op arrival at the pike, I tound Colonel
Harker’s brigade, of Wood’s division, retiring before a heavy force of
the enemy. I immediately ordered Roberts’ brigade, of Sheridan’s
divigion, to advance into a cedar wood, aud charge the enemy and drive
him back. Although this brigade was much reduced in numbers, and
having but two rounds of cartridges, it advanced to the charge, under
the gallant Colonel Bradley, driving the enemy back with the bayonet,
eaptaring two guns and 40 prisoners, and securing our communication
on the Murfreesborough pike at this point. This brigade is composed
of the Twenty-second, Twenty-seventh, Forty-second, and Rifty-first
.Ié;g;t(_)is Volunteers. The Twenty-seventh particularly distinguished
itaelf.

About 11 a, m., Col. Moses B. Walker's brigade arrived npon the fleld,
and reported to me for duty. They were assigned to General Sheridan’s
command, to whose report I refer for the good conduct of his brigade.

On the afternoon of the 3lst, the right wing agsumed a strong position,
its left, composed of Walker's brigade, resting near a commanding
knoll, its line running nearly northwest along the slope of a ridge, cov-
ered with cedar growth, the right resting upon the Murfreeshorongh
pike. On the slope strong barricades were erected, which could well
have been defended by single lines. The second line and Gibson's bri.
gade gla,te Willich’s) was used ag a reserve., The right wing, excepting
Davig’ division and Gibson’s brigade, did not participate in any general
engagement after the 31st.

There wag constant skirmishing in my front until the night of the 34,

On the 4th, the enemy left his position in front of the right, and evac-
uated Murfreesborough on the night of the same day.

On the 6th, the right wing marched to its present camp, 24 miles south
of Murﬁ'eesborough, on the Shelbyville pike.

The reports of Generals Ji ohnson, Davis, and Sheridan, division eom-
manders, are herewith inclosed.

Accompanying General Johnson’s report you will find the reports of
the brigade, regimental, and battery commanders, carefully prepared,

I have been thus particular, on account of the commanding generals
dispatch to the Genera.l-in’()hief, and also from erroneous reporta sent to
the public by newspaper correspondents.
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The attention of the general commanding ig particularly ealled to
Colonels Gibson and Dodge; also to Lieutenant-Colonel Jones' report,
who commanded the pickets in front of Willich’s brigade,

Captain Edgarton, commanding battery of Kirk’s brigade, certainly
was guilty of a grave error in taking even a part of his horses to water
at such an hour.  He is in the hands of the enemy; therefore no report
can be had from him at present.

In strict compliance with my orders, and the knowledge I possessed
of the position of the enemy, which was communicated to my superior,
also to the generals under my command, I could not have made a better
disposition of my troops.

On subsequent examination of the fleld, I found the statements of the
citizen, referred to in my report, correct, a3 the barricades extended fully
“hree fourths of a mile beyond the Franklin road.

1 am well satisfied that Hardee’s corps, supported by MeCown’s divis.
ion (late of Kirby Smith’s corps), attacked Kirk’s and Willich’s brigades.
Abont the same time Withers’' division attacked Davis, and Cheat-
ham’s division attacked Sheridan. Cheatham’s and Withers' divisiona
composed General Polk’s corps. I wag in the rear of the center of my
line when this attack commenced ; therefore I did not see all the colama
that attacked and turned my right; but it can be safely estimated that
the rebel foree ontnumbered ours three to one. After ieaving my line
of battle, the ground in rear was, first, open fields; second, woods
then a dense cedar thicket; and over such ground it was almost impos-
sible for troops to retire in good order, particularly when assailed by
superior nambers,

My ammu iition train, ander the charge of my efficient ordnance
officer, Capt, Gates P. Thraston, First Ohio Volunteers, was at an early
hour ordered to take a position in rear of the center of my line. It was
there attacked by the enemy’s cavalry, which was handsomely repulsed
by a detachment of cavalry, under the direction of Capt. H. Pease, of
General Davis’ staff, and Capt. G. P. Thruston ordnance officer. The
train was conducted safely to the Naghville pike, dapta,in Thruston cutting
a road through the cedar wood for the passage of the train.

To Brig. Gens. R. W. J ohnson, Philip H, Sheridan, and Jefferson O.
Davis I return my thanks for their gallant conduct upon the days of the
battles, and for their prompt support and conscientions attention to daty
during their service in the right wing. Icommend them to my superiors
and my country.

To Brig. Gen. D. 8. Stanley, chief of cavalry, my thanks are particu-
larly due. He commanded my advance from Nolensville and directed
the cavaliry on my right flank. A report of the valuable services of onr
cavalry will be faornished by General Stanley. I commend him to my
superiors and my country.

For the particular instances of good conduct of individuals, I refer
you to the reports of division commanders.

1 cannot refrain from again calling the attention of my superiors to
the conspicuons gallantry and untiring zeal of Col. W. H. Gibson, of
the Forty-ninth Ohio Volanteers. He succeeded to the command of
Willieh’s brigade, and was ever prompt to dash upon the enemy with
his gallant brigade when opportunity permitted. I have repeatedly
recommended him for promotion. He hasg again won additional claims
to his reward.

Colonel Harker, commanding a brigade of Wood’s division, performed
gallant service, under my gupervision, as also did Colonel Fyffe, of the
Fifty-ninth Ohio. They are commended to my superiors.
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To my staff, Lient. Col. E. Bassett Langdon, inspector-general ; Maj.
R. H. Nodine, engineer officer; Maj.J. A. Campbell, aesistant adjutat-
general ; Capt. Gates P. Thruston, ordnance officer; Capt. B. D. Will-
iams, aide-de-camp; Oapt. J. F. Boyd, assistant quartermaster ; Capt.
Orris Blake, provost-marshal; Maj. Caleb Bates, volunteer aide-de-
camp, and Capt. Horace N. Fisher, volunteer aide-de-camp and topo-
graphical engineer, my thanks are due for their conspicuous gallantry
and intelligence on the field. My escort, under command of Lieutenant
Thickstan, Second Kentucky Cavalry, and my orderlies behaved gal-
lantly. ‘When my horse was shot, Orderly Cook, of the S8econd Indiana,
promptly replaced him with his own. The officers of the Signal Corps
were ever ready to perform any service in their line or as aides.

The report of Surg. O. MeDermeont, the medical director of the right
wing, is also submitted. Surgeon McDermont’s gallantry on the field,
and his great care for the wounded, is worthy of great praise.

My entire medical corps behaved nobly, except Asst, Surg. W. 8.
Fish, of the Third Indiaua Oavalry, who fled to Nashville. He is rec.
ommended for dismissal.

The casualties of my wing are 542 killed and 2,334 wounded.*

The nation is again called to mourn the loss of gallant apirits who fell
upon this sanguinary field. First of these, Brig. Gon. J. W, 8ill, com-
manding First Brigade, Third Division. He was noble, conscientious
in the discharge of every duty, and brave to & fault. He had no ambi-
tion save to serve his country. He died a Christian soldier, in the act
of repulsing the enemy.

Such names a8 Roberts, Schaefer, Harrington, Stem, Williams, Read,
Hoesam, Drake, Wooster, and McEKee, all field officers, and many other
commissioned officers of the right wing, who fell vindicating their flag,
will never be forgotten by a grateful country.

Complete lists of the killed and wounded will be furnished from each
regiment. There will be a map of the field sent forward to-morrow.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

A. MeD, MoCOOK

Major-General of Volwnteers, Commanding Right Wing.
Mgj. 0. Gopbanp,
Ohief of Staff, Fourtsenth Army Oorps.

No. 16.
Eeport of Surg. Olarke MoDermont, U. 4. Army, Medical Director.

MEDpICAL DIREOTOR’S OFFICE, RIGHT Wing,
Murfroesborough, Tenn., January 14, 1863,

SIB: I frangmit, for the information of the commanding general, the
accompanying report of the casualties that occurred in the right wing
during the late battle of Murfreesborongh :

While the loss of s0 many brave men must be a source of profound
8orrow to the general, it will afford him some satisfaction to know that
the wounded were not neglected. Throughout the severe and protracted
struggle our surgeons exerted their utmost energies in alleviating the
sufferings and promoting the comfort of their unfortunate brethren, and

* But seo revised statement, pp. 207-209,
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succeeded, as far a8 it was possible to do so with the means at their
disposal.

\%hen, oo the second day of the battle, it became evident that the
territory occupied by our hospitals would fall in possession of the enemy,
I directed a sufficient number of surgeons and attendants to remain in
charge, and not to desert the wonuded in any event. These officers
were exposed to much danger, as the contending armies swept past;
but they remained faithfully at their posts, and were unceasing in their
attentions to the wounded during the three days that elapsed before the
recovery of this territory by our troops.

The enemy took from them a large portion of the medical and hos-
pital stores and instruments, and our men were compelled to seek for
dressing materialg, bedding, &c., among the families in the rear of the
lines. Much kind assistance was received from citizens in the vicinity,
and no violence was experienced at the hands of the Confederate sol-
diers,

It affords me much pleasure to bear testimony to the efficiency and
self-denial of the medical officers of the right wing. During that long
week of hardship and exposure they labored day and night, regardless
of their own safety and comfort, and only anxious for the well-being of
the wounded intrusted to their care.

I have the honer to remain, your most obedient servant,
C. McDERMONT,
Surg. U. 8. Vols., Medical Director, Right Wing, 14th A. O.

Major OAMPBELL,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Right Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

Goneral summary of oasxaliies of Right Wing.
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The loss in my command of Tennessoe troops was 4 wonnded from the
First Regiment and 7 wounded from the Second Regiment East Ten-
nessee Volunteers. None killed or missing. The Fourteenth Regiment
Michigan Volunteers, commanded by Lientenant-Colonel Phillips, of the
First East Tennessee, reported 2 killed and 3 wounded. The regiment
left: for Nashville as soon as the engagement was over, with the Highty-
fifth Illinois Regiment, which, during the engagement, was held in re.
serve and had no casualties,

Nineteen prisoners were taken and sent to corps headquarters, The
loss of the enemy is not known, but said to be considerable, his strength
being variously estimated at from one to two brigades,

On the morning of the 4th instant, I received an order from Major-
General Rosecrans informing me that together with my command, had
been permanently attached to the Righth Division, commanded by Brig-
adier-General Negley.

On the evening of the same day, I was ordered by Goeneral Negley to
hold myself in readiness to march at a moment's warning.

At 10 o’clock at night, I received an order from Gonoral Negley to
order one of my regiments to report to Colonel Miller, commanding
Seventh Brigade, for picket daty, which order was complied with by
sending forward Lieutenant-Colonel Melton, in command of the Second
East Tennessee Regiment, at 1 a. m. on the §th.

On the morning of the 5th, I received a verbal order from General
Negley to iminediately move forward with the remaining force under my
command, consisting of the First Bast Teunessee Infantry, Col. R. K,
Byrd, and Sixth East Tennessee Infantry, Col. Josepk A. Cooper; also
two sections of a battery (Teuth Wisconsin) commanded by Captain
Beebe, and support Colon Miller, who wus in advance, engaged in
building a bridge over Stoue’s River for the purpose of crossing infantry,
the railroad bridge having been borned and injured by the enemy to
such an exteut as to render it unsafe. ‘Being detained, Colonel Byrd
and Colonel Cooper set their men to repairing the railroad bridge, and
crossed about the same time that Colonel Miller's rear crossed the other
bridge, marching through the town of Murfreesborough, with my force
in rear of Colonel Miller’s brigade. I was there ordered by General
Negley to take and occupy a position near the crest of the ridge on the
Manchester pike, which position I now ocecapy.

In the mean time, the cavalry having advanced upon the rear of the
enemy then in our front, and the skirmishing becowming heavy, I was
ordered by General Negley to sapport the cavalry with one regiment of
infantry and one section of artillery, which I did by immediately order-
ing Colonel Byrd’s regiment of East Tennessee, 400 strong, and Cap-
tain Beobe, with one seetion of artillery, to go forward and report to
Brigadier-General Stanley commanding the cavalry in frout,

The enemy had retrea.teci to a point in the woods near the Muuchester
pike, 5 miles from Murfreesborough, where they Lad stopped and formed
line of battle.

On the arrival of Colonel Byrd’s and Captain Beebe's commands, a
sharp fight took place, both sides using artillery and small-arms, which
resulted in & complete rout of the enemy, not, however, withont some
loss to us, Colonel Byrd losing 3 killed and 12 woanded mostly slight.

About the time the fight was going on between our infantry and cav-
alry force of the enemy, I received a verbal order from General Negley
to advance to the front with the remaining force under my comurand,
which I did as rapidly as possible ; but before I could arrive on the
battle-fleld General Stanley, with his brigade of cavalry, and Colonel
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Byrd, with his gallant Tennesseeans, aided 1y Captain Beebe’s shells,
had succeeded in driving the enemy, so that not one could be seen.

All the troops ander my command behaved well, and Col. R. K. Byrd,
of the First East Tennessee, and Lientenant-Colonel Phillips, of the same
regiment, are both said to have distingaished themselves, Colonel Byrd
having his horse shot and wounded, and several balls passing through
his elothes. Several prisoners were taken.

The loss of the enemy haa since proved to be some 30 in killed, besides
wonnded, which he took off.

The two sections of the Tenth Wisconsin Battery werenot permanently
attached to my command, and have since been ordered back to Nash-
ville.

Herewith I inclose the reports of Colonel Cooper, Sixth East Ten-
nessee Begiment Volunteer Infantry, describing the march from Nagh.
ville to this point, and his encounter with the enemy on his way.

The following is & list of casualties: Went into action, commissioned
officers, 66; enlisted men, 734 ; horses, 8. Lost in action, killed, en-
listed men, 3 ; wounded, commissioned officers, 1: enlisted men, 22;
horses, wounded, 1. 'The Fourteenth Michigan and Bighty-fifth Illinois,
which were ordered out of my command immediately after the action,
I have no reports of.

All of;which is respectfnlly submitted.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
JAMES G. SPEARS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Tennessee Brigade.

Brig. Gen. J. 8. NEGLEY,
Commanding Bighth Division, Fourteonth Army Corps,

No. 82.

Report of Col. Joseph A. Cooper, Sizth Tennessee Infantry, of skirmisk at
Cox’s Hill,

HEADQUARTERS S1XTH EAsT TENNESSEE VOLUNTEEESR,
Oamp near Murfroesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

SiR: Permit me to submit this my official report of the march of my
regiment from Nashville to Murfreeshorough, in obedience to Special
Orders, No. 8, as follows:

BPROTAL ORDERS, } Hpqnrs, FIRsT BRIGADE, TENNESSEE VOLUNTERRS,
No. 8. Nashville, Town., January 3, 1863.

Colonel Cooper, with his eutire command for duty, will at once take wp the line of
march npon the Murfressborough pike. They will take 1wo days' rations, Thoy will
report on said road to Col. Daniel MoCook,

y command of General Spears:
D. C. TREWHITT,
Awsistant Adjutant-Gensral.

Complying with the above order, we took up the line of march at 8
oclock. We marched ont to the junction of the pike, where we lay in
the rain about three hours, waiting for the commanding officer, Col.
Daniel MeCook, He arrived about 12 o'clock, and gave the following
order:

The two regimenta in advance of yon will march in frout with tho regiment of reg-
war eavalry, all except 50; tho remaining 50 will act as rear gusrﬁmgr the whole.
Your regiment, the Sixth Eaat Tennesses, will march immediately in rear of the train.

_We then took ap the line of march to M arfreesborough. 'We marched,
without halting, about 8 miles, arriving this side the lunatio asylum,
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There we, together with a part of the Second East Tennocsses Cavalry,
which had come up with us, met a body of the enemy. The cavalry,
filing to the right, engaged the enemy, who consisted of two or three
regiments of cavalry, sapported by a small piece of artillery, The cav.
alry fired one or two rounds and fled in contusion, running through the
trains,

Just previous to this occurrence, I received orders from Colonel Mc.
Cook to move my regiment forward, on the loft, to the loss of the rise, [si0]
I moved forward in double-quick, gaining the point designated just in
time to arrest the charge of the enemy. 1Iengaged the enemy in a smar
skirmish for some ten or fifteen minutes, killing some 6 or 8, wounding
several, and capturing 10 prisoners. 1 met the enemy and repulse
them without assistance from the front. Immediately after the skirmish
# battalion of infantry came up on the left, and assisted us in holding
the position. We met the enemy and whipped them withoat the loss of
& man, either in killed, wounded, or missing. My men acted with greal
coolness and bravery.

The train was soon reorganized, and we were again on the march.
We arrived at La Vergne without interruption. At that point the two
regiments in advance and the battalion, which came up during the gkir-
mish, were mounted on the train, leaving my command on foot in rear
of the train. 1 rode forward and asked Colonel McCook what I should
do. He first said I had better encamp there with my command. I
then told him it was “most too far from shore for me to cast anchor,”
He then ordered me to march on as fast as I counld on foot, so that if
they were attacked we conld come up to their assistance, and said “he
wa8 ordered to go through that night.” I obeyed said order, keeping
in my roar the 100 cavalry first mentioned and a portion of the Second
Hast Tennessee Cavalry until we arrived insido the lines. I then halted,
let the cavalry pass, and went into camp for the night.

Next morning at daylight 1 took the line of march and marched to
headquarters of Major-General Rosecrans, where I reported to Brig.
Gen. James G. Spears.

I had in all when I went to the skirmish, and also when it onded,
present, 12 commissioned officers and 213 enlisted men.

All of the above I res%eu(]}ltfully snblti:;(ti

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
»vey JOSEPH A. COOPER,

Colonel Sizth Bast Tennessee Infantry.
Oapt. D. O, TREWHITT,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brigade, East Tennesses Vols,

No. 83.

Report of Ool. Timothy K. Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio Infomiry, com.
manding Second Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-NINTH BrigAapw,
Battle-field, near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 4, 1863,
8B : Before the smoke of battle is over, and while the dead lie an-
interred, I desire to make the following important report:

On the 30th of December the Eighth Division occuapied the extreme
right of the advance of the army at this point, my brigade occupying
the right. The enemy were in our immediate front and extending to
our right 1t was expected that General McCook would 0CeNpy our
right and first engage the enemy there. I directed Oolonel Boott, with
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ais regiment (Nineteenth Illinois), as skirmishers, to protect our right
flank, but not to bring on an osugagement, as you had orders ot to do
80 at that time. It, however, became necessary to oceupy some build-
ings in a field, from which we were annoyed by the enemy, and Colonel
Scott drove them from the place and afterward hold it. We were then
annoyed from a barn and brick-kiln in our sdvance and right, and Colo-
nel Seott charged and drove them away. (Quite & number of the enemy
were killed in these skirnishes and some two or three of our men,

Daring the day General MeCook eame op on oar right and sharply
angaged the enemy. At night we lay on our arms, and early on the
morniirg of December 31 our skirmishers advanced and drove the ene-
my’s skirmishers partly through the woods in onr front, and General
McCook engaged them on our right, but eventually fell back, and then
a very heavy force was precipitated on onr front and right, and on the
Seventh Brigade, to my left. This infantry force was supported by a
battery on our front and one in intrenchments on our left, and the fire
was very severe; but the brigade (as also did the Seventh Brigade, on
my left) sustained the fire without falling back, and poured such a well-
directed fire upon the enemy that they faltered, and their ranks were
thin and stayed ; but the troops on our right and left had fallen back
8o far as to bring the enemy on three sides of us and fast cloging on our
rear. At this time General Negloy directed the division to cat its way
through, to join our other troopsin thercar. This we did in good order,
halting at two points and checking the enemy by a well-directed fire,
which by this time they had learned to fear.

After we had formed in line behind the crest of a hill, an officer from
another division rode to the front of the Eighteenth Ohio and ordered
them forward, himself leading the way, and made the charge apon the
enemy iu the woods; but the enemy was so strong there that the regi-
ment was compelled to fall baclk with heavy loss. As soon, however,
as I saw the move, I called upon the Eleventh Michigan to follow me to
their support, which they did most gallantly ; Lat I soon called them
off, as they had no support and the fire was murderous, I exceediugly
regretted this order from ap officer not having command over me, and
withont consulting yourself or me. Many of my men were left on the
field,

Early in the action of this day I discovered that Colonel Caasilly, of
the Sixty-ninth Ohio Volunteers, was so drunk as to be unfitted to com-
mand, and I ordered him to the rear in arrest, and placed Major Hickeox
in command, who soon after was injured by the concussion of 4 shell, go
as to be unfit for duty, and thus the regiment was left without a com-
mander. I, however, knew nothing of this for some time after; bug
members of my staff found them scattering, rallied them, and directed
the senior officer present, Captain Putnam, to take command. Captain
Brigham, the senior captain of the regiment, had been out with skir-
mishers, and was not at this time with the regiment. The regiment did
but little gervice in the action, but the company officers did what they
could, and in that way helped us some.

I recommend the dismissal of Colonel Casgilly from the service. I
cannot for a moment tolerate or pass over such flagrant conduct. I saw
nothing of hira after the action, but have learned that he was wounnded
and has goue to Nashville. A man who will come to the field of battle,
having the lives of 50 many in his keeping, in sach a situation, no mat-
ter what his social position, is totally nnfit for any commund.

On January 2, the enemy attacked the left flank of onr army in strong
force of infantry and artillery, and soon irove our scattered forees to
the rear. General Rosecrans and General Negley were both on the
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advance to the front with my brigade and test the fact. I immediately
obeyed his order. My wmen leaped over their breastworks, formed their
lines, and moved to the front with a veteran steadiness and determina-
tion. The enemy had again shown himself upon our front, and that at
closer proximity than at any time during this or the preceding day.

Stone’s battery had opened fire upon such a line as to cotpal me to
move wy left directly under it; and finding that the elevation of his
guns wag nut such as to enable me to do 8o in safety, T sent an officer
to him with the request that he would change the direction of his pieces.
The officer in command of the battery seems not to have understood ny
message, and for a few moments the fire from this battery threatened to
do us greater injury then anything coming from the front, knocking the
branches of trees to pieces and scattering them around us. Several shells
from this battery also burst in our very midst, but, fortunately, did us
no injury.

'We had not advanced more than 300 yards beyond onr breastworks
when the rebel infantry opened a rapid fire on our right from the corn-
field adjacent, and from the pickets in front of our center. My lines
advanced under this fire, with the utmost steadiness and good order, a
distance of 75 or 80 yards before a shot'was returned. I then gave the
order to commence firing. The front line, composed of the Seventeenth
and Thirty-first Regiments, delivered a steady and well-directed fire.
Then, as previously instructed, falling upon the ground to load, the
Thirty-eighth Ohio and Eighty-second Indiana immediately advanced
and delivered their fire, lying down to load. I then gave the order to
fix bayonets, intending to finish the job with that weapon. The enemy,
however, had fled precipitately before our volleys behind their breast.
works in the woods. There being no corresponding movelent on my
right, and the battery on our left keeping up a most pertinacious fire,
which put my lines in great peril shoald I advance, I withdrew the bri-
gade again behind the breastworks.*

About 7.30 in the evening I was again ordered by General Sheridan
to make a reconnaissance in front. TFor this purpose I detailed two
companies from each of the Ohio regiments under my command, and
placed them under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Choate, of the
Thirty-eighth Ohio Regiment, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, of
the Eighty-second Indiana Volunteers, and Captain Stinchcomb, of the
Seventeenth Okio Volunteers. This force had not advanced above a
quarter of a mile to the front before they were fired on by the enemy.
A brisk skirmish ensued, which was kept up for about half an hour.

On the morning of the 3d, being ordered to maintain great vigilance
in watching the movements of the enemy to our front, I placed the bri-
gade under arms, advancing my rear line and massing it npon the front
under the breastworks. Here we remained pretty much all day, ex-
posed to the inclemency of the weather and suffering a good deal, but
without complaint.

The officers and men uniformly behaved well while noder my com-
mand, and I find no lack of zeal, patience, or courage.

With he night of the 3d closed the active stroggles of this great con-
flict. The First Brigade has sustained few casualties compared with
others. We have tried to perform our duty. We huve done the work

* Nominal list of oasualties in this advance reporte 11 men wounded, viz: Eighty
second Indiana, 4; Beventeenth Ohio, 1; and Thirty-first Ohio, 6.

t Nominal list of caenalties in this afinir reports Capt. James W. Stineheomb, Sev-
enteenth Ohio, and Lient. Thomas B. Hanna and 4 1nen, of the Thirty-sighth Ohio,
wounded.
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assigned us in the best manner we knew how. Weare in good condition
to perform any service which may e required of us, and will do it cheer-
fully, whatever it may be, as we have ever heretofore doue.
Respectfully submitted.
M. B. WALKER,

Colonel, Commanding First Brigade.
Masj. GEorer E. FLYNT,

No. 93,

Report of Qol. Daniel MoCook, Fifty-second Ohio Infantry, commanding
brigade, Fourth Division.
Hogrs. FIRST BRIGADE, SEVENTH )&FOUBTH Drvision,
ashville, January 5, 1863,

Sie : In accordance with orders received from Generals Mitchell and
Morgan, I proceeded, with eight companies of the Sixtieth Regiment
Illinois Infantry, two companies of the Tenth Regiment Michigan In.
fantry, the Sixth Tennessee Infantry, and the left wing of the Fifty-
second Ohic Volunteers, together with detachments of the Third and
Fourth Uhio, and Second Tennessee Cavalry, to escort an ammaunition
and hospital train of 95 wagons to the main army lying in front of Mur-
freeaborough.

Within 7 miles of Naghville, General Wheeler and [Colonel] Wade,
with 3,000 men and three pieces of artillery, attacked the train. I
ordered Colonel Toler, with the Bixtieth Illinois Regiment and two eom-
panies of the Tenth Michigan Regiment, to seize some wooded and high
ground on the right of the road, the side upon which the attack was
being made. Orders were sent to harry up the Sizth Tennessee and the
Fifty.second Ohio. The enemy soon drove in the cavalry Hankers, and
about 60 of them reached the train. That portion of our cavalry apon
the flank could not be rallied, and I endeavored alone to stem the tide—
was completely surrounded by the rebels—wounding at least one with ¥y
pistol. ile in this position Colonel Zolm and First Lieat. E. L. An.
derson, Fifty-second Ohie, with about 20 men, charged upon the body of
rebels at the frain and drove them off. As soon as Colonel Toler got
into position he opened a destrnctive fire upon the main body of the
rebels, and put them to flight. The Sixth Tennessee and the Fifiy-sec-
ond Ohio did net get ap in time to take any active part in the struggle,
but are worthy of all praise for the alacrity with which they double-
quicked to the scene of action. Too much praise cannot be given to
Colonel Zabm for his good judgment and dashing bravery duaring the
fight, Colonel Toler and Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson, with officers and
men under their command, behaved with commendsble gallantry. To
Major Lee, One hundred and twenty-fifth Illinois, acting apen wy staff ;
Lieutenant Apderson, my aide, and Lieutenant Swift, Fifty-second Ohio,
brigade inspector, I am under many obligations for their judgment- in
delivering and gallantry in carrying orders. The rebels lost 2 officers
and 13 men killed, 2 officers and 12 men taken piisoners, and 11 wounded,
Our loss was 2 wounded, one of whom has since died. The train pro-
ceeded without further molestation to Murfreesborough,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DANIEL McCUOK,
Colonel, Gommanding Brigade,
Lieuntenant WISEMAN,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Goneral.
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iment during the engagement: Killed, 24 ; wounded, 122; missing, 44,
Total, 190.

The following is a list of those especially noted for gallantry and
ungallantry:

For gallant conduet: Sergts. Thomas Rodgers {color-bearer) and
William Barnes, Company H; Privates Jesse T. Beachler, Company
A; M. Morgan, John (. Fox, and John Hilliker, Company F; N.
Jones and Theophilus Phillips, Company H, and Nathan A, Carpenter,
Company L

For ungallantry: First Sergt. William A. Himes, Company A ; Pri-
vates Jacob Lenhart and Martin Hart, Company F.

Great praise is due both officers and soldiers for the manner in which
they sustained the first charge of the enemy, and, although compelled
to fall back, being pressed by superior nnmbers, still greater praise
is due them for rallying with the advance, and assisting to drive the
enemy from the field.

I am, colonel, your obedient servant,
R. W. McCLAIN,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fifty-first Regt. Ohio Vol. Infantry.

Col. BTANLEY MATTHEWS,
Commanding Third Brigade, Third Division, Left Wing.

No. 164,

Report of Lieut. Col. John H. Oummins, Ninety-ninth Ohio Infantry, of
engagement January 2.

HDQRS. NINETY-NINTH REGT. UHIO VoOL. INFANTRY,
Near Murfrocsborough, Tenn., January 24, 1863,

81z : The following is a copy of my remarks accompanying my report
of killed, wounded, and missing of this regiment in the battle of Stone’s
River, which report was made on the 4th day of Janunary, 1863:

318 : I have the honor to make the following report
L]

H
(] - » - * *

The Ninety-ninth Regiment went into action on January 2 with 36¢ men, rank and
file.

The regiment lost, as the foregoing ehows, 1 commissioned officer and 11 enlieted
men, killed; 3 commissioned officers and 41 enlisted men, wounded ; 1 commissioned
officer and 45 enlisted men are missing. Of this number some are known to have been
wonnded on the field, and some to be prisoners in the hands of the enemy.

After the regiment waa compelled to fall back, I found that, with but fow exceptions,
the men rallied and went back into the action. The conduct of the officers and men
of the regiment was all that could be asked, and I might do injustice to some to mon-
tion particular instancee of good conduct. Colonel Bwaine, who was in command,
and is wounded and absent from the regiment, sends back word that he waa well safe
isfied with the conduct of all the officers and men of his command, and that they
obeyed every order which he gave, with promptness.

J. E. CUMMINS,

Lieutenant. Colonel, Comdg. Ninety-ninih Rogiment Obio Volunteer Infantry.

Colonel PrICE,

Commanding Third Brigade, Third Division, Left Wing,

There are several inaccuracies in the report made at that time. It
should have reported 12 enlisted men and 1 commissioned officer killed;
1 commissioned officer and 29 enlisted men missing,

J. E. OUMMINS,
Ldeutenant-Colonel Ninety-ninth Ohio.
Col. STANLEY MATTHEWS,
Oommanding Third Brigade, Third Division.
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No. 165,

Reports of Brig. Gen. David 8. Stanley, U. 8. Army, Chief of Ouvalry,
including skirmishes near La Vergne, December 27, at Willinson’s Oross.
?oads, Dgoember 29, Overall's Creek, December 31, and Lytlds Creek,

anuary 5,

HpQrs. OAVALRY, FOURTEENTH ARMY Corps,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

MaJyor : I have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen-
1e)ra,ltr t(l:ommafrllrc;ing‘ ({she army, the following statement of the part taken

y the cavalry under my command in the advance upon and bat
Murfreesborough : Y po tlo of

On_Decenlaber 26 I divided the cavalry into three columns, putting
the First Brigade, commanded by Colonel Minty, Fourth Michigan Cav-
alry, upon the Murfreesborough pike, in advance of General Critten-
den's corps. The Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Zahm, Third
Ohio Cavalry, was ordered to move on Franklin, dislodge the enemy’s
cavalry, and move parallel to General McCook’s corps, protecting his
right flank. The reserve cavalry, consisting of the new regiments, viz,
Anderson Troop, or Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, First Middle Tex.
nessee, Second Hast Tennessee Cavalry, and four companies of the Third
Indisna, I commanded in person, and preceded General McCook’s COTpS
on the Nolensville pike. Col. John Kennett, commanding ¢cavalry divis-
lon, commanded the cavalry on the Murfreesborough pike. For the
operations of this column, and also the movements of Colonel Zahm
up to December 31, T would refer you to the inclosed reports of Colo-
nels Kennett, Zabm, and Minty.

On the morning of the 27th our cavalry first encountered the enemy
on the Nolensville pike, 1 mile in advance of Bole Jack Pass. Their
cavalry was in large force and accompanied by a battery of artillery.
Fighting continued from 10 o’clock until evening, during which time
we had driven the enemy 2 miles héyond La Vergne.

. The Third Indiana and Anderson Troop behaved very gallantly, charg-
ing the enemy twice and bringing them to hand-to-hand encounters.
The conducet of Majors Rosengarten and Ward, the former now deceasext
wa(g most heroic. '

1 the 28th we made a reconnaissance to College Grove, aml fonnd
that Hardee’s rebel corps had marched to Murfreesgborough.’

On the 29th Colonel Zahm’s brigade, having joined, was directed to
march upon Murfreesborough by the Franklin road, the reserve cavalry
moving on the Bole Jack road, the colunns communicating at the eross-.
m[%é)f Stewart’s Oreek.

e encountered the enemy’s cavalry, and found them in strong force
at Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads. Our cav’alry drove them mpidlyg;cross
Overall’s Creek, and within one-half mile of the enemy’s line of bhattle.
The Anderson Cavalry behaved most gallantly this day, pushing at full
charge upon the énemy for 6 miles. Unfortunately their advance proved
too reckless. Having dispersed their cavalry, the Troop fell upon two
regiments of rebel infantry in ambush, and after a gallant struggle were
compelied to retire, with the loss of Major Rosengarten and 6 men killed,
and the brave Major Ward and 5 men desperately wounded. With the
loss of these two most gallant officers the 8pirit of the Anderson Troop,
which gave such fine promise, seema to have died out, and I have not
been able to get any duty out of them since,
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On 1he 30th the entire cavalry force was engaged in guardiug the flanks
of the armny, in position. Some small cavalry skirmishing oceurred, but
nothing of importance.

At 11 p. m., the 30th, [ marched for La Vergne with the First Ten-
nessee and the Anderson Cavalry. Near that place I was joined by de-
tachments of the Fourth Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

At 9.30 d’clock on the 31st T received an order from the general com-
manding, directing me to hasten to the right. 1 made all possible
speed, leaving a strong detachment to protect the trains crowding the
road at Stewartsborough and to pick up stragglers. Upon arriving upon
the right flank of the army, I found order restored, and took position
on General MeQook’s right, my right extending toward Wilkinson's
gmsa-Roads, oceupying the woods about the meeting-honse on Overall's

reek.

In this position we were attacked about 4 p. m. by a long line of foot
skirmishers. My first impression was that these covered infantry, but
I learned soon that they were only dismounted cavairy. We success-
fully held them at bay for one-kali an hour with the Fourth Mich-
igan and Seventh Pennsylvania, dismonnted, when, being outflanked, 1
ordered our line to mount and fall back to the open field. The enemy
followed here, and being re-enforced by detachments of the Anderson
and Third Kentucky Cavalry, and the First Tenuessee, we charged the
enemy and put him to rous. The eavalry held the same position this
night they had taken npon my arrival upon the field.

About 9 o'clock New Year’s morning the enemy showed a line of
skirmishers in the woods to our front, and soon after brought a six-gun
battery to bear npon my cavalry. As we could not reach the evemy’s
gkirmishers, nor reply to his artillery, I ordered my cavairy to fall back.
A part of Zabm’s brigade marched this day to Nashville to protect our
train., Colonel Zahm’s report is inclosed.

Januoary 2 and 3 the cavalry was engaged in watching the flanks of
our position. Upon the 4th it became evideut that the enemy had fed.
The cavalry was collected and moved to the fords of Stone’s River.
Upon the 5th we entered Murfreesborough, Zahm’s brigade warched
in parsuit of the enemy on the Shelbyville pike—inarched 6 miles, ind-
ing no opposition. With the remainder of the cavalry I marched o the
Manchester pike and encountered the enemy in heavy force at Lytle’s
Oreek, 34 miles from town. We fought with this torce till near sundown,
pushing them from one cedar-brake to another, when, being re-enforced
by General Spears’ brigade of Bast Tennesseeans, we drove the enemy
out of his last stand in disorder. 'We retarned after dark and encamped
on Lytle’s Creek, Our troops all behaved well. The skirmishing was
of a very severe character. The Fourth U. 8. Cavalry, which was this
day first under my control, behaved very handscinely.

Inclosed please find reports of division, brigade, and regimental com-
manders. Captain Otis’' command acted independently until the 5th in-
stant, when they came under my orders.

Inclosed find list of killed, wounded, and missing,* excepting from
Anderson Cavalry; the report of this regiment [ have not received. A
special report of officers and soldiers deserving wention will be sub-
mitted. The duty of the cavalry was very arduouns. From December
26 to Junuary 4 the saddles were only taken off to groom, and were
immediately replaced.

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 214.
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A consolidated list of casualties, including those of the First Ten-
nessee, Anderson Troop, and Third Indiana, as nearly as ascertained
will be submitted in the morning.

Respectfully submitted.

L D. 8. STANLEY,
Brigadier-General and Ohief of Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY,
Near Murfrecsborough, January (2, 1863.
_Sr: Inclosed please find consolidated report, with list of commis.
sioned officers killed, wounded, and missing, in the operations before
Murfreesborough. I 'send it unsigned, as the general is AWay.

I am, your obedient servant,
WM. H. SINCLAIR,
Assistant Adjulani-General,
C. GoppaRD,

Assistant Adjutant-General and Ohief of Staff,

Report of casvalties in cavalry command, Fourteenth Arm rom the ad
Nashvills on the 26th December, and including the bamzamﬂmfn:}m Jrom

Killed. | Wounded. | Missing. | Total. Horuos.
] g
Command. -] B g g 4
fils % g % £1¥ 4%
JHEEIE IR R IR
24 Indiana Cav: P PR R T PRI A
7th I’enmylvani:haavalry 3 ot g ! a '''''''''
34 Kentncky Cavalry TR U 2 177 e [T
4th Michigan Cavalry .............{...... 1 1 61.... 12 1 19
18t Middle Tennessce Cavalry t.....1...... U T I I I N N T
2d East Tennessee Cavalry ......... 1 3 10 5 1 17
4th T. 8. Cavalry ......... DN IOV B I R 2 1| u[
15th Pennsylvania Cavalry 1een... S I O 2! s|ll
1st Ohio Cavalry ... 8| 2 1| w{ i Tl 3] sl
% Ohjo Cavalry .................... |...... 3 TN 15 1., 84
4th Ohlo Cavalry ... 00 . 00T g [T U U S DO B I
sw 25 8! @ 8( 150 4| 278! 87 ]

List of officers killed and wounded in cavalry command, Fourteenth Army € Depart-
ment of the Cumberland, in operations before L'Iurfreabmugh, %‘m:’?ﬂ,

Hilled.—Col. Minor Milliken, First Ohio Cavalry; Maj. D. A. B. Moore, First Ohio
Cavalry ; Lieut T, L. Condit, Company L, First (r)yh’io Céa'.lvalry. ’ o

Wounded.—Ca; taln Wortham, Company C, First Tennessee Cavalry; Capt. El
Long, Company K, Fourth U. 8. Cavalry; Adjt. William H, Beott, Firet Ohio; Lieut.
Thomas V. Mitchell, Company H, Fourth Mic igan Cavalry,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY,
Camp on Bradyville pike, Tenn., January 29, 1863.
COLONEL: In accordance with Paragraph 743, Army Regulations, [
have the honor to submit the names of the following officers deserving,
In Wy opinion, of special notice :
Major Klein, Third Indiana, on the 27th first engaged the enemy on
the Nolensville pike, and soon put them to fall flight,

* But see revised statement, p. 214, tFifth Tenoessoo Cavalry, i Burgeon.
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Majors Ward and Rosengarten {(Anderson Troop), both deceased, be-
baved with great bravery in the two affairs with the enemy. In the
last one, on the 29th, both these gallant young officers received their
death wounds, ) ) )

Colonel Minty, Fourth Michigan, commanding First Brigade, deserves
credit for his management of his commmand on the maich and in several
actions. )

Captain Otis, Fourth U. 8. Qavalry, and Colonel Murray, Third Ken-
tncky Cavalry, with their respective regiments, rendered important an,d
distinguished service, gallantly charging and dispersing the enemy’s
cavalry in their attack npon our train Wednesday, the 31st. Maj. John
E. Wynkoop was, as always, a model to faithful soldiers.

Colonel Kennett was only a part of the time under my command ; he
rendered good service, Colonel Zahm, Third Ohio Cavalry, Second
Brigade (though unfortunate with a portion of his command on Wed-
nesday morning), contributed greatly, by his personal example, to the
restoration of order and confidence in that portion of the Second Bri-
gade stampeded by the enemy’s attack. ]

Inclosed please find subordinate reports. Colonel Zghm, having re-
ceived an injury, has submitted no report.

Respectfully submitted.
pee y D. 8. STANLEY,

Brigadier-General and Ohief of Cavalry.

Col, C. Gopp4RD,
Assistant Adjutont-General and Ohisf of Staff.

No. 166.

Eeport of Ool. John Kennett, Fourth Ohio Oavalry, commanding First
Cavalry Division.

HEADQUARTERS FiRST CAVALRY DIVISION,
Camp Stanley, Tenn., January 8, 1863,

S1r: I have the honor of submitting to you the reports of the part
taken in the fighting of the two brigades, composing the First Cavalry
Division, from December 26, 1862, up to the night of January 5, 1863,
from Nashville to Murfreesborongh, and 6 miles beyond Murfreesbor-
ough, on the Manchester and Sheibyville pikes.

On leaving Nashville, the Second Brigade, under Colonel Zahm, took
the road to Franklin; Brig. Gen. D. 8. Stanley, with the Flrst_a.nd Seo-
ond Tennessee Cavalry and Anderson Troop, took the Nolensville pike;
the First Brigade, Colonel Minty commanding, under my charge, took
the Murfreesborough pike. Ireported my command to General Palmer,
who placed us in the advance. Qur skirmishers drove the enemy some
5 miles. The afternoon wag well spent, when General Palmer relieved
us with infantry skirmishers, the cavalry forming the reserve on the
right and left flanks, The First Brigade marched daily as a reserve to
the advanced skirmishers of the army compoaing the left wing, on their
ﬂanks,Dup to December 30, 1862,

On December 31, 1862, we were posted as reserves on the flanks,
throwing out our skirmishers and vedettes, watching the movements of
the enemy. We performed a variety of duty, as scouts on the different
avenues leading to our camp and connecting with the roads centering
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upon Nashville, Tenn., flankers, vedettes, couriers, engaging the enemy
daily on the right flank. For the details of each engagement, I beg leave
to refer you to the reports herewith. Some fow incidents which conld
uot well have faller under the eye of the brigade commanders, having
occurred under my immediate notice, I beg leave to append.

When the enemy charged npon our right wing, scattering a fow regi-
ments, which stampeded to the rear, I received orders from Major-Geu-
eral Rosecrans iu person to colleet all the cavalry at my command, and
proceed to rally the right wing and drive the épemy away. I found
Colonel Marray, of the Third Kentueky, in command of about a squad-
ron of men. With that we made onr way to the right, We found a
complete stampede-—infantry! cavalry, and artillery rushing to the rear,
and the rebel cavalry charging upon our retiring forces on the Mar-
freesborough pike.

Colonel Murray, with great intrepidity, engaged the enemy toward the
skirts of the woods, and drove them in three charges. His men behaved
like old veterans. Between his command and the field the space was
filled with rushing rebel cavalry, charging upon our retreating cavalry
and iofantry, holding many of our soldiers as prisoners. I rallied the
Third Ohio, some two companies, which was falling back, und forwed it
in the rear of a fence, where volley after volley had the effect of driving
back the rebels upon the run, they (the Third Ohio) charging upon them
effectually, thereby relieving the pike of their presence, saving the traia,
one piece of artillery, and rescuing from their grasp many of our men
taken as prisoners. One of my staff, Lieutenant Rilley, being a pris-
oner in their hands, was released.

Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, of the Third Ohio, displayed energy, cool-
ness, and courage upon this oecasion in execnting my orders. 1 also
take great pride in mentioning the prompt manner with which my staff
conveyed my orders in all these engagements.

Two of my orderlies displayed high order of chivalry. Jaggers
charged upon two rebel cavalry, rescuing two men of the Fourth Chio
Volunteer Cavalry, who were being taken off as prisoners. The other,
Farrish, shot two of the rebels and came to my rescue in a personal en-
counter with a rebel, who was in the act of leveling his pistol at my
head ; but he found a carbine leveled into his own face, and, at my
order to surrender, he delivered his pistols, carbiue, and horse to me.
They both deserve promotion, and would make good officers.

The able, undaunted spirit and ability which Colonel Minty has dis-
played whenever coming under my eye, I take great satisfaction in
noticing. The officers and men all displayed great self-sacrifice.

Major Wynkoop, of the Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, and Lieaten-
ant Woolley, asgistant adj utant-general of the Firat Brigade, carried out
every order with unhesitating energy and will, displaying the higlest
order of gallantry,

Captain Otis, of the Fourth Regiment Cavalry, although he does not
belong to my division, but being posted on the left wing of our skir-
mishers on the march on the Manchester road, I feel it my duty, as well
a8 take great pleasure, in stating he is an able and efficiant officer.

Brig. Gen, D, 8. Stanley being in command of the forces pursuing the
retiring rebels on this march, it fell to my lot to convey and see his
orders executed. Before closing this report, it ia my duty to make hon-
orable mentioa of the meritorions conduact of Lieutenrant Newell, com-
manding a section of artillery attached to my division. During the first
day's engagement, near La Vergne, he placed his two pieces in woll-

selected grounds, and did great execution, killing 3 horses, dismounting
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7. and scattering the rebel cavalry by bis well and timely aimed shote.
He has on several occasions displayed talents of the firat order as an
artillerist. It would vot be amiss to state at this time that my en tire
command were short of rations, performing duty night and day in the
wet fields, without shelter, exposed to the wet, cold, and hunger without
& murmuor, )

Major Paramore, of the Third Ohio, displayed great presence of mind
and determination in maintaining his position on the right flank with
his battalion to cover an ammunition train long after the cavairy on his
right had been driven away by the onemy’s shells. I annex his report,
all of which I respectfully submit for your review.

Your obedient servant,
JNO. EENNETT,
Ovlonel, Commanding First Cavalry Division.
Capt. W, H. SINCLAIR.

No. 167.

Report of Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell, Battery D, First Ohio Light Artil-
lery, of skirmishes near La Vergne and Stewart’s Creck, December 26—

January 1.

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY D, FIRsT OHIO ARTILLERY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 12, 1863,

LiZUTENANT : December 26, 1862, Colonel Kennett ordered me to
move with the First Brigade, Colonel Minty, from camp, near Nashville,
on Murfreesborough pike, toward La Vergne. Two miles from La
Vergne we came upon a body of Confederate cavairy, and went into ac-
tion, dispersing them after firing 4 ronnds, We then moved forward a
mile; we there took position on the pike and opened fire on a section of
rebel artillery, distant about a mile. I fired 60 rounds, losing, during
the action, 1 man killed—Private F. T. Coffin—and 1 horse disabled.
I then moved into a field on the right of the pike and opened fire. The
enemy retired from their position to the left and rear. I then moved
to the left of the pike, and took position near a small church, from which
position we fired until dark, silencing the enemy after a few rounds,
That night I encamped with the brigade on the right of the pike and 1
mile back.

From the night of December 26 to the morning of January 1, I occu.
pied different positions in and around La Vergne and Stewart’s Creek.

On January 1, moved from Stewari’s Oreek to La Vergune with Colonel
Dickinson, of the Foarth Michigan Cavalry, to re-enforce Celonel Tnnes,
of the First Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, stationed near La
Vergne. About I mile from that place I found Wheeler’s rebel cavalry
on the left of the pike. I went into action and drove them from the
field, and then joined Colonet Innes' command, with whown 1 remained
until the 9tb instant,

On the 9th instant received orders to report to General Stanley, chief

of cavalry, and by him was ordered to report to Colonel Kennett, and
am now in camp on Manchester pike, near Firat Cavalry Brigade.

Very respectfully,
N. M. NEWELL,
Lieutenant, Commanding Battery I}, First Okio Artillery.

Lient. M. B. CRAMBERLIN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division,

[
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No. 168.

fieport of Col. Robert H. @. Minty, Fourth Mickigan Cavalry, command-
tng Fuirst Brigade, including skirmishes at La Vergne, December 26,
between Stewart’s Creek and La Vergne, December 30, at Overalls Oreek,
December 31, and on Manchester pike, January b.

BEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863,

Bir: I have the lonor to band you the following report of the part
taken by the First Brigade, First Division of the Cavalry Reserve, in the
operations from the advance from Nashville to and including the battles
before Murfreesborough :

I marched from Camp Rosecrans, pear Nashrille, on the morning of
the 26th ultimo, with the Third Kentucky, Fourth Michigan, Seventh
Pennsylvania, and one company of the Second Indiana, and reported to
General Palmer, on the Murfreesborough road. In accordance with
orders received from him throngh the colonel commanding the division,
I' placed the Third Kentucky on the left and the Seventh Pennsylvania
on the right of the road, keeping the Fourth Michigan on the pike, with
a strong advance guard out. Ten miles from Nashville I met the
enemy’s pickets, who, as they fell back before us, were continually re.
enforced, until, arriving at La Vergne, they disputed our progress with
a force of 2,600 cavalry and mounted infantry, supported by four pieces
of artillery, under the command of (teneral Wheeler. As the cnemy
had us most perfectly in range, after some sharp skirmishing, I moved,
under cover of a slight eminence, on which Licutenant Newa 1, of Bat-
tery D, First Ohio, had his section planted, leaving two companies of
the Fourth Michigan, dismounted and in ambush, behind a fence to sup-
port the battery,

I must bere wention that Lientenant Newell did splendid service with
his two 3-inch Rodmaus, Every shot was well planted, and he nobly
fought the four guns of the enemy for over half an hour, when a battery
from General Palmer’s division moved up to his assistance. One of the
gunners was killed by a shell from the enemy while serving his gun,

Baturday, December 27, the Seventh Pennsylvania, under Major

Wynkoop, made a reconnaissance in front of General I’a.imer’s division,
which occupied a position on the left of the line. Onpe battalion of the
Fourth Michigan, under command of Captain Mix, was sent out on the
Jefferson pike, and did not rejoin the brigade unti! the following day.
L beg to refer you to Captain Mix's report for particulars. The army
advanced at about 11 a. m., the Third Kentucky and one company of
the Second Indiana, nnder command of Colonel Murray, covering the
left flank, and the Fourth Michigan, under iy immediate direction,
covering the right flank. Camped near Stewart’s Creek this night.

Spnda.y, December 28, sent one battalion of the Seventh Peunsyl-
vania to relieve the battalion of the I'ourih Michigan, on Jefferson pike.

Monday, December 29, army again advanced; Seventh Pennsylvania,
uuder Major Wynkoop, ou the left fank ; Third Kentucky on the right
flank, nnder Colonel Murray; Fourth Michigan in reserve ; Second In-
c{1ana on courier duty. Ligilt skirmishing with the enemy all day.
l‘ound_ the enemy in position in front of Murfreesborough at about 3 p,
m. Bivouacked for tle night- immediately in rear of our line of battle.

Tuesday, De ember 30, one hattalion of the Seventh Peunsylvania
and one of the Third Kentucky formed a chain of vedettes in rear of
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line of battle, with orders to drive up all swagglers. Under orders
g:m tl?eocolonel ,comlnanding the division, I took the Fourth Michigan
and one battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania back on the Nashville
pike, to operate against Wheeler’s cavalry, who, a few hours before, had
destroyed the train of the Twenty-eighth Brigade on the Jefferson pike.
Between Stewart’s Creek and La Vergne I met the enemy, about 100
strong, and dressed in our nniforms. The Seventh Pennsylvania drove
them until after dark. I reported to Colonel Walker, Thirty-first Ohio,
commanding 3 brigade, and encamped with him that wight, 23 miles

uth of La Vergne. .
sovi\':'ednesday, Dgeﬁsember 31, under orders from Major-General Roge-
crang, I reported to Brigadier-General Stanley, chief of cavalry, who
came up the same morning with the First Middle Ternessee and part of
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. Under orders from General Stanley, we
moved rapidly across the country toward the right of General _McCo?k 8
position (leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson, Fourth .Mlch1ga.n_(;av-
alry, with 120 men, to support Lieutenant Newell’s section ot; artillery
at the crogs-roads northwest of Stewart’s Creek), the enemy’s cavalry
falling back rapidly before us. When close to Overall’s Creek our own
artillery, in position to our leftglopened on us with shell, and severely
wounded 1 man of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania.

Orossing Overall's Oreek, I took up position parallel to, and three-
fourths of & mile distant from, the Nashville and Murfreesborough road.
The Fourth Michigan dismounted, forming a line of skirmishers on the
edge of the woods immediately in oar front, out of which they had driven
a large.force of the rebel cavalry. They were supported lgy a part of
the First Tennesgee, also dismounted. Captain Jennings’ battalion,
Seventh Pennsylvania, and two companies Third Kentucky, under Cap-
tain Davis, were posted in the woods to the right and in rear of the
Fourth Michigan, with the Fg;tgenth Pennsylvania in their rear. Our
entire force at this time was men. .

The enemy advanced rapidly with 2,500 cavalry, mounted and dis-
wounted, with three pieces of artillery, all under the command of Gen-
oral Wheeler. They drove back the Fourth Michigan to the line of the
First Tennessee skirmishers, and then attacked the Seventh Pennsyl-
vania with great fury, but met with determined resistance. I went
forward to the dismounted skirmishers and endeavored to move them
to the right, to strengthen the Seventh Pennsylvania, but the moment
the right of the line showed itself from bohind the fence where they
were posted, the whole of the enemy’s fire was directed on it, turning it
completely arcund. At this moment the Fifteenth Pennsylvania gave
way and retreated rapidly, leaving the battalion of the Seventh Penn-
sylvania and the dismounted men almost entirely unsupported, and
leaving them no alternative but retreat. . .

We fell back a couple of fields and reformed in rear of arising ground,
which protected us from the enemy’s artiliery. .

The rebel cavalry had followed us up sharply into the open ground,
and now menaced us with three strong lines, two directly in front of
my position and one opposite our left flank, with its right thrown ‘well
forward, and a strong body of skirmishers in the woods to our right,
and threatening that flank. .

General Stmgi;ley gave the order to charge, ;_l.mz he himaelf led two
compmiies (K and H) of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry and about 50
men of the Fifteenth Pennsylvavia against the line in front of our left,
routed the enemy, and captured one stand of colors, which was bronght
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in by a sergeant of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. Captain J ennings,
Seventh Pennsylvania, with his battalion, supported this movement.

At the same time I charged the first line in our front with the Fourth
Michigan and First Tennessee, supported on the right by a fire from
the Fifteenth Pennsyivania, and drove them from the field. The sec-
ond line was formed on the far side of a lane, with a partially destroyed
fence on each side of it, and still stood their ground. [ reformed my
men and again charged. The enemy was again broken and driven from
the fleld.

Colonel Kennett, commanding First Qavalry Division, now arrived
on the field with re-enforcements. I held the ground that night with
the First Tennessee, Fifteenth Peunsylvania, and Fourth Michigan,
picketing the whole of my first position.

A sergeant of the Seventh Pennsylvania, who was taken prisoner by
the enemy, states that before we charged we had killed 27, including
many officers,

January 1, 2, and 3, had the brigade under arms all day, with two
regiments on picket and skirmighing with the enemy’s pickets,

Sunday, January 4, moved the brigade to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads,
and bivonacked there for the night with the Fourth Cavalry,

Monday, January 5, marched through Maurfreesborough and took the
Manchester pike; 1 mile out met the enemy’s pickets; reported to Gen-
cral Stanley, who ordered an advance, and took the lead himself with
the Fourth Cavalry. After crossing a small ereek, about 2 miles from
Murfreesborongh, the bridge over which had been destroyed, the enemy
commenced shelling us, I sent the Third Kentucky well to the right
and front and the Seventh Penosylvania to the left, keeping the First
and Second Tennessee and the Fourth Michigan in reserve. After some
little delay, the general again ordered an advance. I placed the five com.
panies, Fourth Michigan, on the right of the road, with one company ad-
vanced as skirmishers; the Third Eentucky on the right of the Fourth
Michigan, and the First Tennessee on the right of the Third Kentucky.
with the éecond Tennessee in reserve. In this formation we advan
through & cedar wood with a dense undergrowth, rendering it almost
unpossible to force our way through. We had occasional skirmishing
with the enemy, who continued to shell us ag we advaneed,

About 6 miles out we met the enemy in force; a sharp skirmish en-
sued. The Fourth Cavalry, First Tennessee Infantry, and Seventh
Pennsylvania Cavalry were chiefly engaged on our side. The enemy
were driver from the field, and we returned within 1} miles of Mur-
freesborough and went into camp.

I beg to refer you to the reports of regimental commanders for par-
ticulars of operations of detached portions of the brigade,

Inclosed herewith I hand you a report of such ogcers aund men as
deserve special meation; also the report of casualties.

In explanation of the large number of missing reported by the Seventh
Pennsylvania, I would cal] your attention to the fact that the entire of
one battalion was deployed as a chain of vedettes in rear of our line of
battle, where the right wing was driven back, and many of the men
must have been captared by the enemy while endeavoring to drive up
the straggling infantry. 1 have to call your partienlar attention to the
reports of Colonel Murray, Captain Mizx, and Lientenant Eidridge.

Oolonel Murray, with s handful of men, performed services that would
do honor to a full regiment,

Oaptain Mix, with about 50 men, not only drove 200 of the enemy over
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2 miles, but he there held his position agains’ an entire regiment of rebel
Cava .

Liglytenant Eldridge, with 18 men, dismounted, attacked the enemy,
routed them, and recaptured a wagon full of ammunjtion. _

In the engagement of Wednesday, while leading his company in a
charge, Captain Mixz’s horse was shot under him, and in the same charge
Lientenant Woolley, my acting ussistant adjutant-general, was thrown
from his horse, severely hurting his leg; notwithstanding which, he
immediately remounted and continued to perform all his dnties,

The brigade has captured and turzed over 192 prisoners.

I am, regpectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBT. H. G. MINTY,
Oolonel, Commanding First Cavalry Division.

Lieutenant CHAMBERLIN, .
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division.

No. 169.

Report of Oapt. Josepk A. S. Mitchell, Second Indiana Cavalry, of opera-
4 tions near La Vergné, December 29-31. '

NaAsHVILLE, TENN., January 2, 1863.

S : 1 have the honor to report that, in accordance with your order,
I reported to Captain Otis, chief of couriers, on the 29th ultimo, and
that on the same date, by his direction, my men were posted on the
Nashville and Murfreesborough road as eouriers, commencing 9 miles
from Nashville, and extending to the headquarters of Major-General
Crittenden.

On the 31st ultimo, at 3 p, m., the enemy made a raid npon La Vergne
at which point I had made my headquarters, capturing from my command
1 lientenant and 13 men, and making it necessary for two other courier
posts to abandon their stations to prevent capture, all of which I im-
mediately reported to Major-General Rosecrans the same evening. The
places of my men were supplied from another command, and I proceeded
to this place to collect the few men who still remained of my company.
Those who were at General Criftenden’s headquarters having been sent
here as an escort with his headquarters train, ¥ collected 17 men for duty
and reported to Brigadier-General Mitehell, commanding the post, and
Hhvjrﬂ command, I have placed them as couriers between Nashville and

ergne,

I have to report, besides the loss already mentioned, 15 Government
horses, 10 mules, wagons, all of the equipage, tents, &c., of the com-
pany, 16 Colt’s revolving pistols and holsters, 11 Colt’s revolving rifles,
14 saddles, bridles, and halters, besides all of my own private baggage
and personal effects.

8ince occupying the present line, I have o report 1 man killed while
bearing a dispatch.

I am, most truly, your obedient servant,
J. A, S MiTGHIgLL,
Captain, Commanding any.
Ool. R. H. G. MINTY R Py
COommanding Birst Cavalry Brigade.
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No. 170,

Report of Col. Bli H. Murray, Third Kentucky Oavalry, including skir-
mishes at La Vergne, December 28, Wilkinson’s Cross-Boads, December
31, and on Manchester pike, January 5.

HEADQUARTERS THIED KENTUCKY CAVALRY,
Camp Staniey, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863,

Sie: I have the honor herewith to transmit a report of the part taken
by my command from December 26, 1862, the day of onr advance from
Naghville, the engagement before Murfreesborough, and pursuit of the
enemy in their retreat.

On passing our outpost before Nashville, on the Murfreesborough
road, my command formed the left wing of the advance. We bad pro-
ceeded but a short distance when we encountered the enemy, and, press-
ing them closely, soon engaged in quite a brisk skirmish. Driving them
in a lively chase, we succeeded in capturing 5 of the enemy. Skirmish-
ing all day long through dense cedar thickets, we found quite a force at
La Vergne, with quite an engagement, exposed to the fire of their artil-
lery, which resulted only in the loss of 2 horses. Changing my position,
my command formed the left, joined to General Cruff’s brigads, cap-
turing 1 other of the encmy.

We moved from there to Stowart’s Creek the following day, forming
still the left, and capturing 7 of the enemy. Advancingfrom thence, my
command formed the right. Night found us on the ground afterward
occupied by General Negley in the beginning of the general engage-
ment. Captain Wolfley, commanding Second Battalion, opened com-
munication with Magjor-érenera.l McCook during the day.

Major Shacklett, with his battalion, on the 30th formed a line of
couriers (in rear of line of battle) with Major-General McCook. Cap-
tain Davis, with squadron, Companies B and D, ordered to report to
General Stanley, at Wilkinson’s Oross-Roads. This squadron was after-
ward with Golonel Minty, and engaged, with his command, the epemy
while detached from me. Fifteen men, of Company 0, under Lieuten-
ant SBmock, reported to General Van Cleve.

At 8 o’clock, December 31, 1862, Colonel Kennett, commanding divis-
ion, gave me orders tomove to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, Having moved
but a short distance, and in the direction of the cross-reads, I fonnd the

test confusion, caused by the right wing of the army f’a}ling back.
mg bat little farther, T found our whole train of baggage and ammu-
nition in possession of the enemy. Oaptain Wolfley, with part of his
battalion, and Captain Breathitt, commanding the First Battalion, with
& squad of his command, in all about 80 men, in 8 moment were engaged
charging down the train. We came upon the enemy in all directions.
Here were engagements hand-to-hand, but dashing onward my men
were doing in earnest the work before them. The open field gave us
the place for charging. The enemy were marching about 250 of our men
to their rear as prisoners. These we recaptured. We also recaptured
a portion of the Fifth Wisconsin Battery; also a section supposed to be
the First Ohio. The hospital of General Palmers division was still
held by them. Bringing about 40 men to dash upon them, their whole
command fled. At one time it seemed as if my whole command were
taking prisoners to the rear. There being no support near, I ordered
the prisoners to be given to the nearest infantry, in order that I might
bring all my force against them and hold the frain, Major Shacklett
here rejoined me, and heving taken position near the hospital, our
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close at their heels. I ordered them to right-about, which they did
handsomely, not a man flinching or waverieg in the least. They im-
mediately opened a fire upon the enemy, which soon made them leave
for the woods. )

I'soon beard firing in my rear, and sent Captain Pritchard, with his
company, back to find ont the cause. As I instantly expected an at-
tack from that quarter, I called Company B in and placed them on the
bridge. They again attempted to drive us from the bridge, but our
boys were too much for them, and again drove them back under cover
of the woods. Lieutenant Leach now came in with Company H; he
had ran on the party in our rear, and with 20 men drove them to the
woods, and joined my cummand. The artillery soon came up, and my
trouble was over.

The officers and men of these four companies are deserving of great
praise. With 50 men we charged and drove for 2§ miles 200 of the First
Alabama Cavalry, and held the bridge for one-half hour against the
whole regiment. The prisoners we took admit that their regiment was
all there, and another regiment in Wheeler's brigade was 2 miles in the
rear, on étone’s River.

1 lost 3 men taken prisoners, between the infantry and my command,
+0d had 1 slightly wounded. We took from them 9 prisoners, wounded 1

ieutenant and 3 privates, and killed 1 lieuntenant and 1 private,. We
algo took 4 horses ; two of them the infantry took possession of. We
remained on the ground over night, and were relieved by the Seventh
Pennsylvania Cavalry, when I immediately rejoined my regiment, all
right, and perfectly satisfied with my trip.
I am, colonel, your most obedient servant,
FRANE W. MIX,
Captain, Comdg. Detachment Fourth Michigan Cavalry,
Lieut. Col. W. H. DICKINSON,
Commanding Fourth Michigan Cavalry,

No. 173.

Report of Lieut, Lansingh B. Eldridge, Fourth Mickigan Cavalry, of opera-
tions between Nashville and La Vergne, January 1-3.
JANUARY 7, 1863,

BIR: On the lst day of January, instant, ] was ordered by Captain
Henion to take 20 men of Company K, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, and

- proceed toward Nashville as an advance guard of the train. At La

Vergne the train was attacked, and the Second Tennessee Cavalry
formed in line of battle, and I prepared to join them ; but at the dis-
charge of the enewy’s second gun the Tennessee cavalry fled, and I, with
my men, remained alone to protect the train. I left the pike and went
to the right and passed around on to the pike again, and proceeded
with the advance of the train to Nashville, while the enemy burned a
portion of the rear of the train.

On the 34, I left Nashville to joir my regiment, and at the asylum the

train was attacked, and I was ordered up and proceeded at a double- -

quick, and found that fighting was going on on both gides of the road,
and, seeing we were the weakest on the left, I formed on that side,
where a portion of the Second Tennessee Cavalry was en‘%:ging the
enemy, but as we entered the field they broke and fled, and I dismounted
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my men and advanced as skirmishers, leaving our horses under cover
of a hill. Ifollowed the enemy nearly half a mile, and retook one of
our wagons loaded with ammunition, and then proceeded to join my reg-
iment, nnder Colonel Dickinson.

L. B. ELDRIDGE,

First Lisutenant, Company K.
ADJUTANT FOURTH MIOHIGAN CAVALRY.

No. 174,

Report of Maj. John B. Wynkoop, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, in-
cluding skirmishes on the Murfreesborough road, December 26-27 ,at
Overalls Oreek, December 31, and on Manchester pike, January 5.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH PENNSYLVANILA CAVALRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863,

SIE: I have the honor to report that on the morning of Decomber 28,
1862, I was ordered with my regiment to move on the Murfreeshorough
road, in rear of the First Cavalry Brigade, the First Cavalry Brigade
being the advance of that portion of the Army of the Cumberland,
After proceeding on the road about 6 miles, I was ordered with my entire
command to the front, with instructions to use one-half in the advance
and upon the right as a line of skirmishers, keeping the other half as a
sapport. In thisorder we proceeded about 3 miles, when we commenced
engaging the enemy, they falling back gradually 1 mile to a belt of wood,
where they made a stubborn stand. Here there was considersble heavy
firing, in which 3 of my men were wounded and 2 horses kKilled. I or-
dered one company to charge, which was done with promptness, and
which caused the enemy to retire, we pressing and skirmishing with
him until night came on,

The 27th was occupied in skirmighing on the left. No casnalties in
my regiment this day.

Sunday, December 28, but little skirmishing ; my command chiefly in
camp.

Monday, December 29, was ordered on the left of General Wood's
division ; throwing out a line of skirmishers to the left, moved with the
line of battle. No casualties,

Tuesday, December 30, ordered to form s line of couriers from the
extreme left, connecting with those on the right, keeping a reserve in the
center, one upon the right center, and one wpon theleft center. These
duties were performed by the Second and Third Battalions, commanded
by myself, the First Battalion being with Qolonel Minty npon a recon-
naissance to La Vergne; the First Battalion commanded by Captain
Jennings.

Wednesday, December 31, the First Battalion absent with Colonel
Minty; the Second and Third continning as vedettes and conriers until
9 a. m., when our right fell back, creating much consternation and dis-
order, My vedettes and line of couriers were compelled to retire, which
was done in good order, the men rallying upon their chiefs.

My command being collected together, I used my utmost exertions
to press the troops to the front, who were coming back in much con-
fosion. Finding my endeavors almost useless, the greatest confosion
prevailing, I dispatched a courier to General ﬁommm to know what
positio- the cavalry shonld be assigned to. He directed me to take my



i

e T TITITR=~
SRR 3 4t g a4 b et e S it e

PR 1 s e ke <m s

634 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND 8W. VA. [Cmr XXXIL

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Nashville, Tenn., January 2, 1863—11 o'clock.

ENERAL: I have the honor to report that, at 9 a. m. yesterday, I
prcheeded with the Third [Ohio] Cayalry and the Anderson Troop, as
directed, forward to guard the trains in motion on the road to Nashvﬂl:a.
I took up every train in front of me which was in motion, At Stewart’s
Creek I found the Third Division train just putting out. It detained
me about one hour; at the same time I learned that a heavy cavalry
force was to the left of me. T ordered the train to proceed at & brisk
walk. We moved on until we arrived at La Vergne; ‘the train had
passed the flats at La Vergne, myself and command resting on the flat,
when my flankers discovered the enemy to our left and engaged him, I
immediately turned into the field, formed line of battle, and dispatched
orderlies to the front to move the train on a trot. o

The enemy formed; then ensued skirmishing with the skirmishers.
The enemy formed a new line, which I counteracted ; _kept him at bay
ready to receive their charge; they, however, declined to charge-—
wheeled in column of fours, moved to the left of our train, and forward
around a hill in front and to the left of the road, with the intention of
heading off the train. By this time the rear of ‘the train was half a
hile ahead of us. I immediately followed the train; sent flankers at a
rapid pace toward the front to watch and engage the enemy if approach-
ing. The enemy did not succeed in heading the train.

After proceeding about 2 miles farther, discovered the enemy charg-
ing up the pike on our rear. I met them and repulsed them. They
charged again. I repulsed them again, charged them back for 2 miles,
scattered them, killed 9, wounded 11, and took 2 prisoners. Ihad a
few meun slightly wounded. After this they troubled my train no more.
Not a wagon fell into their hands ahead of the escort. Some four c:r
five wagons broke down, which we left and desgroyt_ad. The enemy’s
forces were Wheeler’s brigade, with two Pieces of artillery, which they

layed apon us pretty lively. A short time before wo were attacked a
Parge number of the Second Tennessee came running by my column,
running away from the front, stating that our forees were in full retrest.
I placed a company in the road, halted every one of them, but at the
breaking out of the skirmish they ran again like sheep. I am sorry to
say that the Anderson Troop, with very few exceptions, as the enemy
chhrge;d us in the rear, scampered off in most every direction; did not
stand up to the work at all; the contrary, caused, together with the
negroes, Second Tennessee all running, somewhat of a stampede among
the wagons, which caused the few break-dewns above mentioned.

I arrived here at 9 p. m. Found no forage for horses. Sent out a
train after forage this morning, so it will be 5 o’clock this p. m. before
our horses will get a mouthful to eat. Since 3 o’clock yesterday morn-
ing they have labored very hard, and consequently are not fit for any
service to-day. Both horses and men are very much used up.

I am awsaiting further orders. I have ordered the Anderson Troop
to report to me early this morning, but they have not done 8o up to this
time. They are very much demoralized. In any work for me to do, I
ask yon to please not to count them s being any help to me. I would
sooner do without them. 1 bediont servant.

OUr 0
1 am, very respectfully, y LEWIS ZAHM,
Oolonel, Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade.
General STANLEY,

Commanding Cavalry.

:bﬁvm-‘ i
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY BrI1GADE,
In Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863,

LIEUTENANT : I herewith have the honor to report the part taken and
the work performed by my brigade since our departure from Nashville
until the close of the battie before Murfreesborough.

I left Nashville on the morning of the 26th ultimo, with three regi-
ments of my brigade, viz, the First, Third, and Fourth Ohio Cavalry
the Fifth Kentucky remaining at Nashville. My force numbered 950
men.  We marched out on the Franklin pike, the Third Ohio having the
advance. When within 2 miles of Franklin, drove in the rebel pickets,
skirmigshed all the way down to Franklin, drove the enemy ouf, and
pursued him some 2 miles. From the best information receivoed, the
enemy were 900 strong (all cavalry), part of Wharton’s brigade. We
killed 4, wounded several, and took 10 prisoners, among them a lieuten-
ant of éeneral Bragg’s escort, several horses and mules, and destroyed
their camps, with some tents sl anding thereon. We retired from Frank.
lin, moved over to the Wilson Creek pike, and picketed said pike.

On the 27th, sent the First Ohio and most of the Fourth Ohio, under
command of Colonel Milliken, on the Wilson Creek pike, toward Triune,
to reconnoiter. They proceeded within 2 miles of Triune, captured 6
of the rebel pickets, when the enemy opened on them with shells ; threw
some 50 without damaging us any; then my force retired to camp, [
likewise had sent & battalion of the Third to Franklin to reconnoiter,
which drove in the rebel pickets, who had returned in force after my com-
mand had left the evening previous. Quite askirmish ensoed, in which
3 of the rebels were killed and several wounded. After skirmishing
Some two hours, and the enemy being too strong to drive, the battalion
returned to camp in good order withont any loss.

Or the 28tk, wmoved with the command to Triune without anything
oceurring wort, mentioning.

On the 20th, proceeded toward Murfreesborough, moving between the
Franklin road and the road called Bole Jack road, which General Mec.
Gook’s_ corps moved on. I divided my brigade into three columns,

and the First on the left, the columns being from I to 1} miles apart,
throwing out skirmishers, connecting one column with the other, and
counecting on the left with the main column., We thus proceeded for
5 miles, when the center column encountered the enemy’s pickets, which
they drove in, the different columns steadily advancing,

Shortly after, both the right and the left encountered pickets, driving
them in before them. After proceeding about 1 mile farther, we came
upon the enemy’s cavalry {Wharton’s brigade), engaged them for three
hours, some time the right wing, then the left, then the cenier, receiving
several charges, which were repulsed, driving the enemy some 2 mil
when the brigade concentrated, repelling a heavy charge from the
enemy, driving him back under hLig guns, which were only & short dis.
tance from us. We then retired some 2 miles and went into camp,

Some few cagnalties occurred this day. The officers and men behaved
admirably during the whole day. The Fourth had proceeded until the
enemy threw shells into them pretty rapidly, when they retired, We
were within 4 miles of Murfreesborough.

Un the morning of the 30th was ordered to proceed on the Franklin
road toward Murfreeshorough, to push the enemy hard. We had en-
camped that night near the brick churoh, on the road leading from Gen-
eral McCook’s headguarters to the Franklin road. I proceeded that
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morning with my command and the Second East Tennessee, which re-
ported to me that morning, via that road to the Franklin road, at which
crossing we encountered the enemy’s pickets and drove them in. Sent
& party of the Fourth to reconneiter on the road leading soath to Salem,
where they scon came upon a sironger force, and a brisk skirmish en-
sued. I increased the number of skirmishers, especially to the left,
skirmished with the enemy for an hour or more, when a courier arrived,
saying that the enemy was approaching with a heavy cavalry force and
some artillery.

In the mean time I had ascertained, likewise, that a heavy force of
the enemy was encamped some little distance south of the Franklin
road, and east of where my column halted. I did not think it prodent
to advance, and, owing to the bad grounds (being all timber) where my
force halted, I retired to my camping-ground, near which were large
open fields, well adapted for cavalry movements. I soon formed a line
of battle. The enemy made his appearance. Skirmishers engaged him
pretty briskly., The enemy maneuvered with the design to outflank us,
but did not sacceed. I forestalled him every time. With the excep-
tion of severe skirmishing, nothing trauspired. The enemy retired,
when I concluded to join the main body of our army.

After marching about a mile, met General Stanley, with a brigade of
infantry and & battery of artillery, to re-enforce me. The general marched
the whole command toward the enemy’s camp. On reaching its vicinity
the enemy drew up in line of battle. Skirmishing ensued. Remained
there about half an hour, when the general withdrew, with the remark
that we were not ready yet to fight the whole of Hardee’s army corps.
That night we encamped 14 miles from the enemy’s camp, and laid on
our arms all night.

At daybreak on the morping of the 31st, I had my command drawn
up in line of battle in the rear of my camp; sent out two squadrons to
the front and to the right to recounoiter. Had been in the line about
half an hour, when I heard heavy firing—cannon and musketry—to my
left and a little to the front. Soon after I beheld our infantry scattered
all over the fields, running toward my line, when I learned that (General
Johnson’s division was repalsed. At about the same time my skirmish-
ers engaged the enemy, when they were driven in, reporting that the
enemy were approaching in heavy force. Bure enough, I soon discov-
ered heavy lines of infantry coming toward my front and on the left,
where General Johnson’s division had been posted; also to my right
the enemy’s cavalry were coming round in long columns, with the evi-
dent design to outflank us,

I concluded to rétire slowly toward the main body of our army, the
enemy pressing hard on me; kept him at bay with my skirmishers. I
retired in this wise for a mile, when I formed a line of battle with the
First and Third, when the enemy charged on them with their cavalry,
but were repulsed by my men. Abount this tinie the enemy began to
throw shells into my lines pretty lively. The first shell that landed
mortally wounded Major Moore, of the First Ohio. I now fell back
formed a new line, received the enemy’s charge, repulsed them, and
made many of the rebels bite the dust. Shells coming pretty thick
again, I retired farther, when I made another atand, supported by Wil-
lich’s regiment of infantry ; received the enemy’s charge, and repulsed
him again. I then withdrew my whole command through a large strip
of wood to another open lot—shells of the euemy helping us along—
passing by a line of rebel infantry, wmarching parallel with my colamn,
not over 200 yards from us, so that we were nearly surrounded, as the
enemy's cavalry were working round our right all the time, and the
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infantry and artillery following us closely in our rear and to our left.
They had cavalry enough to spare to strike, or to take position, when
ever required.

When we arrived on the open ground, General MeCool’s aide told me
the whole of General McUCook’s ammunition train was close by, on 2
dirt road running by that point, and that I must try to save it. I scon
formed my command in line, when the enemy made his appearance in
& position occupying two-thirds of a circle. They prepared to charge
upon us; likewise commenced throwing shells, at which the Second East
Tennessee broke and ran like sheep. The Fourth, after receiving sev-
eral shells, which killed some of their men and horses, likewise retired
from their line, us it became untenable. The First had been ordered to
proceed farther on into another lot, to form and to receive a charge
from another line of the enemy’s cavalry. The Third moved to the left,
in the vicinity of a white house. About the time the First was formed,
the enemy charged upon the Fourth, which, being on the retreat, owing
to the shells coming pretty freely, moved off at o pretty lively gait. The
Third moved farther to the left, and, somewhat sheltered by the house
and barns, the First charged upon the ezemy ; did not succeed in driv-
ing them back.

On returning from said charge the gallant Colonel Milliken* and a
lientenant were killed, and another lieatenant severely wonnded.

At this juneture the First and Fourth retired pretty fast, the enemy
in close pursuit after them, the Second East Tennessee having the lead
of them all. Matters looked pretty blue now; the ammunition train
was supposed to be gone up, when the Third charged upon the enemy,
driving him back, ecapturing several prisoners, and recapturing a good
maxny of our men, and saved the frain. I was with the three regiments
that skedaddled, and among the last to leave the field. Tried hard to
rally them, but the panic was so great that I could pot do it. I counld
not get the command together again until I arrived at the north side of
the creek; then I found that only about one-third of the First and
Fourth Regimenis were there, and nearly all of the Second East Ten-
nessee. These I marched back across the creek, when, joined by the
Third, we had several skirmishes with the enemy’s cavalry all day long ;
received several charges, and repulsed them.

All the officers and men behaved well through all the fighting up to
the stampede, which was vot very creditable, All of them that 1
brought back ito action again behaved well during the rest of the day.
1 must say the Third deserves great credit for this day’s fighting—for
the coolness and bravery of its officers and men, and for its determina-
tion to save the train, which they accomplished. I do not wish to take
any credit away from the other regiments, as they all fought nobly and
did first-rate, with the exception of the stampeda.

On January 1, after being in line of battle since 3 a. m., I was ordered
to take the Third Ohio and the Anderson Troop, proceed to Nashville,
and escort the aripy wagon train through to Nashville. T left about 9
o'clock. A little below La Vergne was attacked by General Wheeler’s
cavalry brigade; repulsed him twice; killed 9, wounded several, and
took 2 prisoners; saved all the train but two or three wagons, which broke
down in the excitement; saved several cannon belonging to a Wiscon-
sin battery going along with the train, which were abandoned by the
drivers, horses still hitehed to the cannon. Some of my men mounted
the horses and took the eannon into Nashville. The enemy threw shells
at us, but did not succeed in hurting any of the men. The Andersen

* Bee also Whartan’s yeport, No. 305, p. 966.
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Troop, I am sorry to say, were of very little benefit to me, as the ma-
Jority of them ran as soon as we were attacked. Arrived at Nashville
at 9 p. m.; found no forage for my horses.

Next day, January 2, had to send out a foraging party. They re-
turned at 5 p. m., when my horses were fed for the first time since leav-
ing the front, the day previous at 3 a. m.

At 1o'clock on the 3d was ordered to leave at 3 o’clock, to escort a hos-
pital store trajn and an ammunition train throngh to the front. When 2
miles out, had to wait for Colonel McCook to come up with two and a
half regiments of infantry and some 160 of the Third Tennessee Cav-
alry. Twocompanies of the Fourth Ohie, under command of Lientenant
‘White, were with me likewise. It was 11 o’clock before we got started.
All of this force combined formed the escort of the train. We proceeded
about 8 miles, when we were attacked by Wheeler's brigade. We re-
pulsed them, taking 12 prisoners, among them 2 lieutenants; killed 15,
and wonnded many. They did bat little damage to the train, which was
done through the cowardice of the teamsters. I had 1 man killed and
1 wounded. The enemy tried to attack us the second time, but retired
before our forces met, We brought the train through safely, and arrived
with it at 1 o’clock the next morning, During my three days’ absence
the First and Fourth were busily employed reconnoitering, doin g picket
duty, and skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry,

On the 4th, marched my command to the front, near Murfreesborough,
to reconnoiter, the enemy having withdrawn their forces.

On the 5th, marched to the front, some 43 miles beyond Murfreesbor-
ough, on the Shelbyville road, on a reconnaissance, capturing quite a
number of rebel atragglers ; pushed a squadron of the Fourth some 3 miles
farther, to a point where tﬁey could overlook the pike for 5 miles ahead,
when they discovered that the enemy had entirely disappeared. The
skirmishers of the Fourth had some skirmishing with some of the rebel
cavalry. By 7 o’clock was back to camp again, You will observe that
my command had fonght nearly every day from the time we left Nash-
ville up to this time. They worked very hard, and deserve a great deal
of credit for what they have done, as both officers and men fought bravely.

Herewith find list of casualties, which are not large, considering the
number of engagements we were in.

All reapectfully submitted.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servan
LEWIS ZAHM,
Oolonel, Oommanding Second Okio Volunteer Cavalry.

Lient, M. B. CHAMBERLIF,
Adtg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 15t Oav. Div., Army of the Cumberland.

Beturn of onmnaltiet in the Second Cavalry Brigads (Zahw's), Dooember 26, 1862~January 6,
1863 (Sione's River).
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No. 176,

Keport of Maj. James Laughlin, First Okio Cavalry, of operations Jan
: uary 1-5.

Came Fiesr OHIO VOLUNTRER CAVALRY,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863.

Sik: I have the honor to suzbmit the following report of the First
Ohio Volunteer Cavalry:

On the morning of Januvary 1, I was ordered to take command of the
regiment, and was immediately ordered in the rear of Stewart’s Creek
and on the right, on picket or outpost duty. In the evening I was
ordered back in front of Stewart’s Creek and on the right, to stand on
picket for the night.

On the morning of the 2d, I was ordered to advance my regiment for-
ward on the right, which I didi‘and found the enemy in my front, and
sl;h;gished with them until dark. Iwas then ordered into camp for the
night.

The morning of the 3d, I was ordered to march my regiment to the
rear of Stewart’s Creek, which I did. In the evening I was ordered to
join my command with the Fourth Ohio Volnnteer Cavalry ond make a
reconnaissance on our left, which was done, and we returned to camp the
same night.

Remained in camp on the 4th nntil evening; wasordered to the front,
and left to guard the railroad bridge for the night.

On the morning of the 5th went on scout beyond Murfreesborough,
on the Shelbyville pike, and returned, no casualties having happened
during the time included.

Your most obedient,
JAMES LATGGHLIN,
Major, Commanding First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.

Ool. L. ZAgMm
Gommamiing Second Cavalry Brigade.
No. 1717.

Report of Capt. Valentine Qupp, First Qhio Cavalry, including skirmishes
at Franklin, December 26, Wilkinson's Oross-Roads, Dccember 29, and
Overall's Creek, December 31,

HEADQUARTERS FIRST OHIO VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,
January 6, 1863,

December 26, left Nashville for Franklin; arrived at Franklin at 3
p. m.; found the enemy occupying the town; drove them from it and
proceeded to Wilson’s Creek pike, and encamped for the night,

December 27, left camp at 8 o’clock ; proceeded toward Triune ; struck
the enemy’s pickets within 5 miles of Triune; drove in their picketa,
captured 6, and returned to the camp ocenpied the previous night.

December 28, left camp at 8 o’clock for Triune, where we encamped.

December 29, left camp at 9 o’clock on a reconnaissance toward Mur-
freesborough. Struck the enemy’s sconts when within 1 mile of Stew-
art’s Oreek, when active skirmishing commenced and continned until
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moved, was safely withdrawn. The regiment then moved between the
enemy and train as far as the Murfreesborongh pike, where we found
the enemy making a fierce attack upon General Thomas’ train, when we
again repulsed them at several points, taking many prisoners and saving
that entire portion of the train. The attack of the enemy was furious
and desperate, which required the greatest firmness and bravery to re-
sist. Colonel Kennett was an eye-witness to the determined bravery of
4 portion of the regiment rescuing the train from the enemy, which were
in force at the hospital on the Murfreesborough pike. The regiment
then formed in the field near the hospital, where the brigade soon as-
sembled and reformed, and advanced toward the enemy’s left. Soon
came up to the enemy’s cavalry, supported by artillery, when several
other skirmishes ensued during the evening, the enamy;s entire object
seeming to be to take the train,

On the 1st instant, received orders to proceed to Nashville in charge
of train, consigting of some 200 or 300 wagons, When about 2 miles on
the Nashville side of La Vergne, we were attacked by General Wheeler's
brigade of cavalry, which made several dashes on the train, and were
repulsed. They then attacked our rearin force. Aftera well-contested
fight, our regiment put them to flight in disorder, killing 9 of them and
wounding several, and arrived in Nashville at 9 p. m. and encamped.

The 2d instant, remained in Nashville and procured forage for our
horses, farnishing working party and escort to forage train.

The 3d instant, left Nashville for Murfreesborengh in charge of hos-
pital and ammunition trains., Attacked again in force by Wheeler's
brigade of cavalry on the Nashville side of La Vergne, which was re.
pulsed with & loss of 15 on their side and some 8 or 9 prisoners taken;
among the Iatter the adjutant of the Third Alabama Cavalry. Two of
our non-commissioned officers, I regret to inform you, were severely and
q?ingerously wounded, whom we had to leave in a house on the road.
side.

Arrived at camp, near Murfreesborough, at 1 a. m., 4th instant, with
the train all safe, with the exception of one wagon of the regiment that
was cut off by the enemy, and is now supposed to have returned to
Nashville,

On the evening of the 4th, proceeded with brigade toward Murfrees-
borough as far as Stone’s River, and returned to camp,

On the bth instant, proceeded again with brigade to Murfreesborough,
and beyond it about 4} miles, where we halted, taking several prisoners,
and returning to camp about 7 p. m.

I bave much pleasure in informing yom that the conduct and behavior
of both officers, non-comnissioned officers, and privates of the regiment
have been highly creditable, with not a single instance to the contrary
in the regiment.

Inclosed please find list of casualties that have ocemrred since Decem-
ber 26, 1862, to January 5, 1863.%

I ila.ve the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. D. A. MURRAY,
Lieutenant-Colonel Third Ohio Cavalry, Comdg. Regiment.

Col. L. Zanm,
Oomdg., Third Cavalry Brigade, First Cavalry Divigion.

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 214,
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No. 179.

Eeport of Maj. James W. Paramore, Third Ohio Cavalry, including skir.
mishes at Overall's Creek, December 31, and at La Vergne, January 1.

HEADQUARIERS THIRD QHI0 CAVALRY,
January 8, 1863,

Ste: There are afew incidents in the recent series of battles in which
we were engaged which, not having fallen immediately nnder your ob-
servation or of the regimental commander, have escaped notice; and
being under my immediate command, in justice te the bravo officers and
men engaged, I deem it my duty to make this special report.

In the severe fighting of Wednesday, the 31st ultimo, which fell so
heavily nporn your brigade, you will recollect, when we had been forced
back as far a8 General MeCook’e ammunition train, and were drawn up
in front of it for its protection, the furious charge of the enemy’s cavalry,
preceded by » shower of shells, caused a pretty general stampede of our
cavalry, led off by the Second Tennessee cn onr right, and followed by
the Fourth and First Ohio, and the First Battalion of the Third Ohio
Cavalry. At that juncture an aide of General McOook came up to me,
and informed me that ¢ that was their entire ammunition train, and must
be held at all hazards” T gave orders accordingly to the left wing of
the Third Ohio Oavalry, under my command, and I am happy to report
that they held their position and did not break their lines nor join in
that stampede, but received the galling fire of the encmy with the firm-
ness of heroes, and maintained their ground till all the wagons, except
a few that were disabled or deserted by the teamsters, had safely reached
the lines of our infantry.

The enemy, seeing our determination and bold resistance, turned and
left us, and pursned the broken columns of our cavalry that had fled,
We then wheeled, and charged upon their rear with terrible effect (seat-
tering their columns in worse confusion, if possible, than they had just
routed the baianee of our brigade), killing a number of men and horses
and taking some 10 or 12 prisoners, and releasing a large number of our
brigade that they had captured. We pursued them over to the Mur-
freesborough pike, Captain McClelland, commanding Squadrons E and
F, taking the right of the pike, and the balance of the com mand, with
myself, taking the left,

When within a short distance of the hospital we again encountered
a large force of the enemy coming back to take possession of the frain.
We at once engaged them, although at least double onr numbers, and
after a severe struggle put them to flight, with a loss of several killed,
wounded, and prisoners. The bravery and daring of Captains Wood and
Colver, and their respective commands on this accasion, challenged my
admiration. I also learned that Captain McClelland, with his squadron,
engaged the enemy farther up the pike, beyond the hospital, with Colo-
net Kennett and & portion of the Third Kentueky Cavalry, and, after a
fierce contest, repulsed them. We then quietly formed in line and
awaited the reassembling of the brigade. Then be it gpoken to their
praise, that the Second and Third Battalions of the Third Ohio Cavalry
did not run nor break their lines during that day’s severs fighting.

This result is greatly attributable to the coolness and bravery of Cap-
tains McOlelland, Wood, and Colver, and their lieutenants. It was also
thig portion of the regiment that repulsed the attack of the enemy on
the rear of our train the next day near La Vergne as we were proceed-
ing to Nashville, and bronghtsafely into Nushville two pieces of cannon,
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three caissons full of ammunition, and a wagon loaded with new car-
bines and ammunition, which had been abandoned by their cowardly
teamsters.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J .W. PARAMORE,
Major, Commanding Left Wing, Third Ohio Cavalry,
Col. L, Zawwm,
Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade.

No. 180.

Keport of Maj. John L. Pugh, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, including skirmishes
at Franklin, December 26, Wilkinson's Cross- Roads, December L9, and
Overall's Creck, December 31.

IN Camp, January 6, 1863.

COLONEL : We left camp, near Nashville, December 26, with the Sec-
ond Brigade of Cavalry, and marched to Franklin, and assisted in driv-
ing out a force of rebel cavalry. Next day remained in camp, and on
the 28th ultimo marched for Trinne.

On the 20th, was ordered by you to march on the dirt road leading to
Murfreesborough, and to throw out a line of skirmishers to the front
and flank, connecting with skirmishers of the Third Obio, on our left.
We had proceeded bat 5 or 6 miles until we came onto the encmy’s ad-
vanced picket, driving them in, and occasionally had slight skirmishes
with squads of the enemy’s cavalry, who were evidently sent out for the
purpose of ascertaining our number, When within 3 or 4 miles of Mur-
freesborough came on a battery of two pieces of artillery and a sapport
of infantry or dismounted men, posted in a wood, which opened a fire
of grape on our advance. In reconnoitering their position we found a
body of eavalry was passing on our flank, and soon discovered they were
on our rear and flank. I faced the column about and ordered Captain
Johnson to attack a body of cavalry, posted in the road, whieh he did
driving them into the woods. Then we attacked their whole force pos
at the edge of the wood, when a sharp skirmish ensued, resultin g inaloss
on our part of 2 killed, 7 wounded (one mortally and has since died}, and
9 prisoners. We captured 7 prigoners from the enemy. ‘The loss was
principally sustained by Companies K and M, Licutenants W hite and
Mﬂggma commanding, who behaved themselves admirably, as did all the
officers.

On the day following we were, together with the First and Third Ohio,
engaged during the day reconnoitering and skirmishin g with the enemy.

On the 318t were, by your orders, formed in the field on Creek.
Had been in our position but a short time when the enemy were dis-
covered advancing, with infantry, cavalry, and artillery, in line of bat-
tle, capturing two batteries of our artillery and engaging our infantry,
who were soon driven back. Our position now became untenable, and we
fell back to ancther position, and had but Jjust got my line formed when
we discovered the enemy’s cavalry were outflanking us. We then took
a position in the woods adjoining, and charged the enemy’s cavalry with
Company A, Lieutenant Hamilton ; Company B, Captain Teetor; Com-
pany G, Captain Mathews, and Company E, Captain sotwald, who rue-
ceeded in checking their advance and driving them back a short distance.
They were re-enforced, and in turn drove our men from the field.

At this point-an aide from General McOook rode up and asked me to
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form my command g0 as to protect the train, which I did ; but soon was
driven away from it by shells from the enemy’s guns and by his cavalry.
The panic now became so general that our regiment in leaving the field
got scattered, but the majority of it werein skirmishes of the afternoon.

On the days of January 1, 2, and 3, was in line of buttle all day.

On the 31st, while in line near the train, and on leaving the field, we
lost in killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners some 35 or 36 men ; also
3 horses killed and 5 wounded. The enemy had also captured some 20
more, who were afterward released by our own men, having been pre-
vieusly disarmed and dismounted.

On the 5th, crossed Stone’s River and proceeded to a distanceof 3 or
4 miles south of Murfreesborongh. Lost 2 men prisoners, being eap-
tured by rebel pickets,

Anuexed please find a list of killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners.*
Killed, 7; wounded, 18; missing, 16; prisoners, 15; total, 56,

I am, very respectfully, your ol;edient servant,
J. L. PUGH,
Major, Commanding Fourth Ohio Volunieer Oavalry.
Col. L. Zamwy,
Oommanding Second Brigade.

No. 131.

Report of Capt. Henry B. Teetor, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, of operations
December 31,

IN Camp NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 12, 1863,
81k : In the action of Wednesday, December 31, 1862, I take pleasure
in calling your especial attention to a brilliant little achievement ae-
complished by a portion of your command while temporarily and an-
avoidably detached from yonr immediate supervision.

While there was apparently a general consternation among other cav-
alry regiments, you ordered theright of Your command to rest at a point
commanding a road; and while superintending the alignment, which
wag very difficalt at that time, owing to said confusion, a portion of
Tennessee cavalry came pursued hotly up the road upon which your
right was resting. A regiment of Texas Rangers were in full pursuit,
and were endeavoring also to take two pieces of artillery, one ambu-
lance, and six wagons, which were following the fleeing Tennessee cav-
alry. ' It was an emergency, and demanded cooluess, bravery, and ex-
pedition to save the property, as well as change the wavering fortunes
of that day. In fact, it was so immensely critical as, for the time being,
at least, to waive the precedence of rank or military etiquette of waiting
for orders, and seize upon the golden chance of savin g the honor of the
regiment and, measurably, the fortunes of the day.

Capt. Peter Mathews, being in command of the First Squadron, con-
sisting of Companies A, B, and G, seeing the exigency, and, at the same
time, being aware of your attention being preoccupied with the speedy
alignment of the left of the regiment, took the authority, ostensibly
warrantéd by the emergency, and ordered his squadron to charge down
the road and drive back the enemy, and save the property imperiled.
Ihad the honor to be in the charge, and can testify with pride that I
8aw the enemy severely repulsed, driven back, the'two pieces of cannon
saved, and the ambulance and the six Government wagons.

* Nominal list omitted.
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In that charge I had 1 man killed, 1 wounded, and 1 taken prisoner,
and the other two companies suffered proportionately.

I trust to be pardoned for the vanity I display in calling your partic-
ular atiention to this glorious little episode of that day. I know well
the pride you take in anything done meritorious by your command, and
this, in addition to the reflection that there seems to be a design some.
where to detract from the old Yourtl’s glory, induces me to make men-
tion thus. I, moreover, say that “honor to whom honor iz due” should
apply in the case in which we are all so much interested ; and if the old
Fourth did anything creditable, it is my duty and your diuty, and every
man’s duty, to see that she meets not with detraction, In your report
of the eond’uct of the regiment, I deem this may justly take a conspic-
uous part. I wasin all the fight, and I can proudly testify as to the
conduct of our regiment, whatever else others may say to the contrary
notwithstanding.

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servan
H. B. TEETOR,
Oaptain, Oomdg. Company B, Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.
Lieut. Ool. J. L. PveH,
Oommanding Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.

No. 182,

Report of Maj. Robert Klein, Third Indiana Cavalry (unatiached), inolud-
ingbakirmiehea at Triune, December 27, and near Overalls Oreek, De-
cember 31,

HoqQre, THIED BATTALION, THIRD INDIANA CAVALRY,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January T, 1863,

SIR : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by this battalion in the field sinee leaving the camp near Nashville, on
the 26th ultimo, up to the 3d instant:

The four companies under my command left camp on the 26th, as
ordered, and, bringing up the rear of the Second Division, encamped
beyond Noleansville.

On the following morning, 27th, having orders, reported to General
Stanley, chief of cavalry, who, remarking he “had understood the Third
knew how to take these rebels,” ordered me to move forward and take
the advance of the column of cavalry then moving toward Trinne. I
succeeded in gaining the advance at aboat the point where the enemy’s
outposts were expected to be. I then threw out portions of Company
H, Lieutenant Young commmanding, on either side of the pike, and, put-
ting out an advance guard, moved smartly down the pike. Our advance
soon encountered the enemy in considerable force drawn up in line of
battle. The column pow moved on to them at a gallop, receiving the
whole of their fire into one company (Company @, Captain Herriott), the
skirmishers ou the flanks not being able to come up for some time, on
account of the soft nature of the ground ard the fences intervening,
Company G beld their ground until Company I, Qaptain Vanosdal, on
the right, and Company K, Lieutepant Lieske, on the left, advanced
gallantly to the rescue, and, despite superior force, drove them across
the narrow valley to a position beyond where their artillery covered
them. Here we advanced with the remainder of our cavalry force and
drove them from this hill, from which they fell back to Triune. Here
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we were ordered by General Stanley, with one company of the Fifteenth
Pennsylvania Cavalry, to attack the enemy on the right side of the
pikke. They were posted behind a stone wall, heads only visible, one or
more regiments strong. We advanced across the open fields, and were
pouring in a steady fire at easy range, when two pieces of artillery on
our left, about 500 yards, and two in front, opened on us, obliging us to
retire to the cever of the woods from where we advanced. This move-
ment was done promptly, but in good order.

On the following morning my battalion was in advance of the recon-
naissance under General Willich; did no fighting, but captured some
16 of the enemy’s stragglers. On the Nolensville pike we lost 3 killed
and 3 wounded.* Wo lost also a few horses wounded and disabled, and
1 killed by cannon shot.

On the 29th and 30th nothing worthy of note occurred.

On the morning of the 31st ultimo my battalion was posted with oar
cavalry force beyond Wilson’s Cross-Roads pike, on the right and rear
of the Becond Division. When our forces first gave way before the
overwhelming numbers of the enemy, the efficiency of my battalion
was destroyed in being divided by one of our own cavalry regiments
running through our ranks and scattering the men. This movement,
had it been in the opposite direction, would have been a most gallant
charge, and, doubtless, from its determination, an efficient one. We
kept falling back, forming and charging at intervals, until forced across
to the Murfreesborough pike, where one of my companies was first to
form to drive the enemy from our train.

We captured during the retreat 11 of the enemy. One of Company
G, Corporal Justice, recaptured our ambalance, containing our surgeon,
by shoeting down one of its captors and frightening the others away.
I regret to say that Corporal Justice was afterward captared.

We were formed near the center of our cavalry, when the enemy, in
the afternoon, again attempted to take our train. We participated in
the fight and the charge that followed. We lost 1 man on that morn-
ing, Private Daniel Gibbons, of General Willich’s escort, and 2 others
wonnded.

On the following days of the fight my battalion was on provost duty.

Ounr loss sums np: Killed, 4; wounded, 6; missing, 10; captured, 5.
Of the missing, donbtless nearly all were captured. Our total loss is
25 ; horses, 30, and 1 ambulance.

Reapectfully, your obedient servant,
R. KLEIN,
Major, Commanding Battalion
Captain BARTLETT,
Oaptain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 183.
Report of Lieut. William 8. Hall, adjutant Second Tennesses Cavalry.
CAMP NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 9, 1863.
81g: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to report the
following operations of which the Second East Tennessee Cavalry took

an active part in the late battles before Murfreesborough, viz:
On December 27, 1852, while attached to the command of Colonel

* Nomingal list omitted.
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Stokes, we engaged a strong party of the rebel cavalry southeast of the
Nolensville pike, and after a sharp engagement put the enemy to flight.
On the following day, while under the same command, we encount-
ered the enemy near Triune, and, atter an obstinate engagement, drove
the enemy in the direction of Sheibyville, Tenn., in which engagement
we sustained a loss of 4 horses killed, and captured a first lieutenant
and b privates belonging to the Fiftieth® Alabama Cavalry. The fol-
lowing day we rested near Triune. .

The next day, December 29, we started in pursuit, in the direction of
Murfreesborough, taking the mountain path, leaving all oar wagons
behind, with the exception of the ambulances. On the afternoon of
said day, being in the advance, we discovered the enemy strongly posted
about 6 miles in front of Murfreeshorough, near the Murfreesborongh
pike. We, in connection with the First Cavalry Brigade, came up in
line of battle. The enemy not showing a disposition to engage us, we
waited the coming up of our infantry and artillery. We remained in
that condition until Major-General McCook came up. At dark, by the
order of (ieneral Stanley, chief of cavalry, we were placed on the ox-
treme right a8 a picket.

The gucceeding day we were skirmishing with the enemy during the
entire day.

Our loss was, in killed and wounded, Oaptain Morris, of Company L,
1 private in Company F, and b slightly wounded. Several horses shot
uader the men.

During the remainder of the battle we were held in readiness, but not
actively engaged, with the exception of Sunday. We were sent to the
river to protect the railroad bdridge, within about 1 mile of Murfrees-
borough, which was on fire. We had a slight engagement with the
enemy’s rear guard. -No damage sustained.

I am, sir, respectfully,
WM. B. HALL,
Adjutant Second East Tennessce Regiment of Cavalyy.
Osptain OTIs,
Brigade Commander, U. 8. drmy.

No. 184.

Report of Capt. Elmer Otis, Fourth U. 8. Cavalry, including skirmishes
at Overalls Creek, December 31, and on the Manchester pike, Janu-
ary b.

HEADQUARTERS FounrTH U. 8. CAVALRY,
In Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863.

B18: 1 have the honor to make the following report of the Fourth
U. 8. Cavalry in the late battles in front of Murfreesborough :

On December 30, the Fourth U. 8. Oavalry left camp at Stewart’s
Creek, leaving the train and baggage under charge of a strong guard,
commanded by Lieutenant Rendelbrook. The regiment proceeded to
join General Rosecrans on the field of battle, and was drawn up in line
of battle in rear of the generals headguarters, but took no immediate
E%rt in the action. That day, Company L, commanded by Lieutenant

y8, was detached as Genersl Rosecrans’ immediate escort (abont 10
¢’clock in the merning), and so remains at the present time. (ompany

* Fifty-first Alabama Partiesa Rangers.
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M, strengthened by 5¢ men detailed from Companies B, ¢}, D, G, I, and
K, commanded by Lieutenant I'Hommedieu, proceeded to establish a
courier line from General Rosecrans’ headquarters to La Vergae, and so
remained, doing good service, until relieved January 4, 1863. Theso
details left me with only six small companies, numbering in the aggre-
gate 260 men, rank and file.

On the morning of the 31st, Colonel Garesché informed me that rebel
cavalry were appearing on the right flank of the line of battle, and
ordered me 1o proceed with the Fourth U. 8, Cavalry tolook after them.
This must have been between 7 and 8 o’clock in the morning. I crossed
the Murfreeshorongh pike, and drew up the six companies in line of
battle in the following way: Each company was in column of fours, led
by the companry commanders; the companies on a line parallel to each
other, company distance apart according to the following diagram, lead-
ing the center myself:

g

T
T
[EH
T
LTI
T

Btandarda.

This was owing to the wooded country and fences that were cbstrac-
tions to the ordinary line of battle. Proceeding to the right of the line,
I found our entireright flank had giver way. Learning from some men
of General Davis’ division the position of the enemy’s cavalry, I made &
turn to the rith._. moving about one-quarter of a mile, and discovered
the enemy. 1 came out of a piece of timber I was in, and, getting
over the fence rapidly, charged the enemy with my entire command,
completely routing them, with the exception of two pieces of artillery,
supported by about 125 eavalry, stationed between my right and the
Murfreesborough and Nashville pike, who were not at first discovered. I
rallied my men again,and, while rallying, I saw about 300 of the volunteer
cavalry on iy right. Irode over to them, and asked them to charge the
artillery with me and the few men I had rallied to take the pieces. The
officer replied that he was placed there to protect a train, and would not
charge with me. I have no doubt I could have taken the artillery. Be-
fore I could get my command rallied the artillery moved off. About the
time I bad got my men rallied I received an order from General Rose-
crang to proceed to the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike as soon as
possible. I did so immediately. I have since thought that the goneral
did not know my position, or he would have allowed me to follow up
the enemy. I was much nearer the pike than I thought I was. I saw
no more of the enemy’s cavalry on the pike that morning,

In this charge I cannot speak im too high terms of the officers and
wen. Every man charged and kept in position, taking over 100 pris-
oners of the enemy and releasing a large number of our own captured
men. More redounds to their eredit, considering that a large majority
are recruits from volunteer infantry, and only some five days drilled
aud mounted. Two companies of infantry were relsased in a body.

The train on the pike, I have since learned, was in possession of the
enemy, with a large namber of stragglers, who were being disarmed at
the time. These stragglers did nothing at all to protect the Wagons,
searcely firing a shot. From prisoners taken I have learned that the
Fourth U. 8. Cavalry churged at this lime an entire brigade of cavalry,
and routed them to such an extent that they disappeared from the ﬁelti
at that point entirely,

Later in the day I sent 79 prisoners in one body to the Tenth Ohio




