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SECOND (LATE EIGHTH) DIvIsion.
Brig. Gen. JaMEa 8. NEGLEY.
First (lats Tweniy-fifth) Brigade. Sveond (late Twenty-ninth) Brigade.
Col. TIMOTHY R. STANLREY,

19th Nlipoia:
Col. Joseph R. Scott.

Brig. Gen. James (1. SPEARS. i

1at Tennesses, Col. Robert K. Byrd.

2d Tennessee, Lieut. Col. James M. Mel-
ton. Lieut. Col. Aloxander W. Ratfen.

34 Tennessce, Col. Leonidas C. Houk. 11th Michigan, Col, William L. Stougl.tor

5th Tennesses, Col. James T. Bhelley, 18th Obio, Lieut. Col. Josiah Given.

6th Tennessee, Col. Joseph A, Cooper. 6§9th Ohio:

Col. Willian. B. Cassil'y.

Maj. Eli J. Hickecox.

Capt. David Putnam.

Capt. Joseph H. Brigham.

Lient. CoL George I$ Elliott,

Third (late Seventh) Brigads.
Col, JorN F. MILLER.

37th Indisna:
Col. James 8, Hull.
Lient. Col. William D. Ward,
21st Ohio, Lient. Col. James M. Neibling.
74th Ohio, Col. Granville Moody.
78th Ponneylvania, Col. William Sirwell.

Artillery,

Kentucky, Battery B, Lieut. Alban A. Ellsworth.
1at Ohio, ﬁatf.ery @, Lieut. Alexander Marshall.
lat Ohio, Battery M,* Capt. Fraderick Schultz.

THIRD {LATE FIRST) DIVISION.}
Brig. Gen. SPEED 8. FRY.
Escort,
24 Kentucky Cavalry, Company B, Captain Henry E. Collina,
First Brigade. Seoond Brigads.

Col, McsEs B. WALKER. Col. Joax M. HarLAN.

824 Indiana, Col. Morton C. Hunter. 10th Indisna, Col. William B. Carroll.
12th Knptucky, Col. William A. Hoakine. | 74th Indinna, Col. Charles W. Chapman.
17th Qhio, Col. John M, Counnell. 4th Kentucky, Col. Joha T. Croxton.
31st Ohio, Lient. Col. Frederick W, Lister. | 10th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. William H.
38th Ohio, Col. Edward H. Phelps, Hays.

14th Chie, Col. George P. Este.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. JaMEs B, S8TREDMAN,
87th Indiana, Col. Kline G. Shryock.
2d Minnesota, Col. James George.

9th Ohio, Col. Gustave Kammerling.
35th Ohio, Col. Ferdinand Van Derveer,

* Attached to S8acond Brigade,

t The First Bri gale (except the Twelfth Kentucky) and Church’s Lattery were the
only troops of this division enﬁaaged. in the battle of Btone's River. All commanders
are given as they stood Decomber 31, 1862,
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Ariitllery.

1st Michigan, Battery D, Capt. Josiah W. Churoh.
1st Chio, Battery C, Capt. Daniel K. Scuthwick.
4th United States, Battery I, Lieut. Frank G. Smith.

FOURTH (LATE SEVENTH)} DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. RoBERT B, MITCHELL.
First Brigade.* Second {late Thirty-sizth) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. JaMes D. MORGAN. Col. DaNIBL McCoor.

10th Ilinois, Lieut. Col, McLain . Wood. | 85th Illineis, Col. Robert 8. Moore. t

16th Illinois, Lieut. Col. James B, Cahill. 86th INlinois, Lieut. Cok David W. Mages,

GOth Dlinois, Col. 8ilas C. Toler.t 125th Tllinois, Col. Oscar F. Harmon.

10¢h Michigau, Lieut. Col. C. J. Dicker- 52d Qhio, Lieut. Col. D, D. T. Cowen.t
gon.

14th Michigan:
Lient. Col. Myndert W. Quacken-

bush.t =
Lieat. Col. Milton L. Phillips.

Cavalry,

2d Indiana, Company A, Capt. John G. Kessler.
5th Kentuoky, Maj. Jobn Q. Owdley.
3d Tennessee, Col. William C. Pickens.§

Artillery.

2d Illinois, Battery I, Capt. Charles M. Barneti,
10th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Yates V. Beebe.l

Unattached Infantry.

8tk Kansas (five companies), Col, John A. Martin,
1st Middle (10th) Tennesses, Col. Alvan C. Gillem.

Artillery Reserve.

11th Indiana Battery, Capt. Arnold Sutermeister.
12th Indiana Battery, Lieut. James A. Dunwoody.
1st Michigan, Battery E, Capt. Johu J. Ely.

FrrTE (LATE TWELFTH) DIvIisION. ¥
Brig. Gen. Joskrn J. REYNOLDS.
First (late Thirty-third) Brigade. Second (late Forticth) Brigade.
Col. ALnrrT 8, Haty. Col. ABraM 0. MILLER.

80th Iilinois, Col. Thomas G. Allen. 96th Illinoie, Col. Joha J. Funkhousar.
1234 Illinois, Col. James Monroe. 17th Indiana, Col. John T. Wilder.
101et Indiana, Col. William Garver. 72d Indiana, Maj. Henry M. Carr.
105th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William R. Tolles. | 75th Indiana, Col. Milton 8. Robinson.

Ariiliery.

18th Indiana Battery, Capt. Eli Lilly,
19th Indiana Battery, Capt. Samuel J. Harris.

* Formerly Second Brigade, Thirteenth Division.

{ Eight companios Sixtieth Illinois, two companies Tonth Michigan, and five com-
panies Fifty-second Ohio{ detached under command of Col. Daniel McCook, and ewu-
gaged in skirmish at Cox'a Hill, .}'anua.lg 3.

t Datached under command of Brig. Gen. J. G. 8pcars, January 2 and 3, and, with
the First Brigade, Second Division, center, participated in the battla of Stone's River,
January 3.

$ Detachments with General Speare and Colonel MeCook, January 2 and 3,

i Two sections with General Spears, Jauuary 2-5.

Notr.—The exceptions indicwted in foregoing notes were the ouly troops of the
Fourth Division takiug part in the movewent from Naslvillo to Murfreesborongh.

4 Not angaged at 8tone’s River. Commandors given as they stood Docember 31, 1862,
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Stewart’s Creek, to protecl a provision train which was threatened by
the enemy. After proceeding about 4 miles up the road, we were
ordered to the right-about, and double-quicked to the center of the line
of battle.

On Jannary 2, at daybreak, we took our position on the hill by the
railroad, in front of the cedars, which we held during the day and
thronghont the night. )

The pext day, the 3d, we commenced intrenching the front and cen-
ter, under cover of our skirmishers, and that night our Dreastworks,
being completed, were*occupied and held by us until after the enemy
had left our front, which fact was reported by me to the colonel com-
manding the brigade ghortly after sunrise on the 4th instant.

The battalion lost 1 commissioned officer Lilled (the major command-
ing) ; enlisted men, 6 killed, 55 wounded, and 7 missing. The greater
part of the latter known to Le in the hands of the enemy.

Twenty-two of the enemy fell, on the 3ist, into our hands, and were
turned over to ap escort of cavalry, by order of Lieut. H. iIllIa-rd, of
General Rousseaw’s staff, by Lientenant Stansbury.

Thefollowing officers participated : First Lieutenants Andrews, Stans-
bury, and Jones; Second Lieutenants Wagoner, Lowe, Curtis, Miller,
Johnson, and Carpenter.

The condact of the officers and men throughout the five days’ battle
was excellent, the battalion taking part and sharing with the brigade
in all its hardships, deprivations, and arduous duties in its movements
over the entire field, at one time supporting the right of General Me-
Cook’s corps, at another assisting General Crittenden’s, and on the last
day and night intrenching and holding the center of our own divisien.

1 take pleasnre in mentioning the energy and efficiency displayed by
Dr. Henderson, of this battalion, and Dr. Lindsly, of the Eighteenth
Infantry, acting brigade surgeon, in the care and treatment of our
wounded, all of whom, I am credibly informed, are well cared for and
in comfortable hosritals. ]

I inclose herewith a consolidated list of the killed, wounded, and
missing of the battalion during the five days’ battle; also copies of
the reports, from the commandant of companies, of casualties,* &e.

Very respectfally, your obedient servant
JAMES B. MULLIGAN,
Captain Nineteenth U. §. Infantry, Commanding First Battalion.

Lieut. ROBERT SUTHERLAND, .
Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Brigade of Regulars,

No. 78.

Report of Brig. Gen. James 8. Negley, U. 8. Army, commanding Second
Division.
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH DIVISION,
Oamp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.
S1r: I have the honor to submit the following report of tite opera-
tions of the troops of my command in the engagements with the enemy

on Stone’s River: . o
On Tuesd 3y morning, December 30, 1862, the Eighth Division, com-
posed of the Seventh and Twenty-ninth: Brigades, Schultz’s, Marshall’s,

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 210,

g
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and Nell’s batteries, was posted on the rolling slopes of the west bank
of Stone's River, :n advauce, but joining the extreme right of General
Crittenden’s line and the left of Geueral MeCook’s.

In the rear and on the right was a dense cedar woods, with a broken
rocky surface. From our position several roads were cut through the
woods in our rear, by which to bring up the artillery and ammunition
trains. In front a heavy growth of oak timber extended toward the
river, which was about a mile distant. A varrow thicket crossed our
left diagonally, and skirted the base of a cultivated slope, which ex-
panded to the width of a mile as it approached the Nashville pike. This
slope afforded the enemy his most commanding position (ic the center),
on the crest of which his rifle-pits extended, with intervals, from the
oak timber immediately iu wy front to the Nashrille pike, with a battery
of four Napoleon and two iron guns placed in position near the woods,
and about 860 yards from my position. Behind this timber, on the river
bank, the enemy massed his columns for the movements of the next day.
Their skirmishers were driven from onr immediate frout after a sharp
contest, iu which the Nincteenth Illinois and Seventy-eighth Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers displayed admirable efficiency. The position of my
command was held under a heavy fire until darkness termminated the
skirmishiug in our front, by which time we had inflicted considerable
loss upon the enemy.

In the mean time General Sheridan’s division came up and formed
line of battle, Lis left resting on my right, and began to advanee, driving
the enemy until he had passed the center of my right brigade. While
General Sheridan was in this position, I changed my front slightly, bear-
ing it more to the left, to avoid masking a portion of Sheridan’s com-
mand. 7The troops remained in this position, and in order of battle, all
night, cheerfully enduring the rain and cold, awaiting the morrow’s sun
to renew the contest.

Early the next morning, and before the Leavy fog had drifted away
from our front, the enemy in strong foree attacked and surprised Gen-
eral McCook’s right, commencing a general action, which increased in
intensity toward his left. Sheridan’s division stood its ground man.
fully, supported by the Eighth Division, repulsing and driving the
enemy at every advance. The enemy still gained "ground on General
McCeok’s right, and succeeded in placing several batteries in position,
which covered my right. From these and the battery on my left, which
now opened, the troops were exposed to a converging fire, which was
most destructive. Houghtaling’s, Schulte’s, Marshall’s, Bush’s, and
Nell’s batteries were all ordered into action in my frout, pouring de-
structive volleys of grape and shell into the advancing colunns of the
enemy, mowing him down like swarths of grain. For four hours the
Eighth Division, with a portion of Sheridan’s and Palmer's divisions,
maintained their position awid a murderous storm of lead and iron,
strewiug the ground with their heroic dead. The enemy, maddened to
desperation by the determined resistance, still pressed forward fresh
tﬁroops, concentrating and forming them in a concentric line on either

ank.

By 11 o'clock Sheridan’s men, with their ammunition exhausted, were
falling back. Genveral Ronsseawn’s reserve and General Palmer’s divis-
ion had retired in rear of the cedars to form a new line. The artil-
lery ammunition was expended; that of the infantry reduced to a few
rounds; the arfillery horses were nearly all killed or wounded ; my am-
wunition train had been sent back to avoid capture; a heavy column of
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the enemy was marching directly to our rear throngh the cedars; com.
munication with Generals Rosecrans or Thomas was entirely cut off,
and it was manifestly impossible for my command to held the position
without eventually making a hopeless, fruitless sacrifice of the whole
division. To retire was but to eut our way through the ranks of the
enemy. The order was given and manfully executed, driving back the
enemy in front and checking his approaching column in our rear.

All the regiments in my command distinguished themselves for their
coolness and daring, frequently halting and charging the enemy under
a withering fire of musketry. On approaching General Roussean’s line,
the battalion of regulars, under command of Major King, at my request
gallantly charged forward to our assistance, sustaining a severe loss.in
officers and men in the effort. Colonels Stanley and Miller now prompitly
reformed their brigades with the remaining portions of the batteries,
and took position on the new line, as designated by Major-General
Thomas. Shortly afterward the Twenty-ninth Brigade was ordered to
the left to repel an attack from the enemy’s cavalry on the traina. The
troops Temained in line all night and the next day in order of battle
ontil noon, when the division was ordered to the right of General Mc-
Cook’s line, in expestation of an attack upou his front.

The next day, January 2, at 1 p. m., my command was ordered to the
support of General Crittenden on the left, and took position in the rear
of the batteries on the west bank of Stone’s River. About 3 p. m. a
strong force of the epemy, with artillery, advanced rapidly upon Gen-
era! Van Cleve’s division, which, after sustaining a severe fire for twenty
or thirty minutes, feil back in considerable disorder, the enemy pressing
vigorously forward to the river bank. At this important moment the
Bighth Division was ordered to advance, which it did promptly, the men
crossing the river and charging up the steep bank with unflinching
brivery.

The Twenty-first, Eighteenth, Sixty-ninth, and Seventy-fourth Ohio,
Nineteenth lilinois, Eleventh Michigan, Thirty-seventh Indiana, and
Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers displayed their usual prompt-
ness and gallantry.

Four pieces of artillery and a stand of colors, belonging to the Twenty-
sixth (rebel) Tennessee, were captured at the point of the bayonet, and
a large number of prisoners, the enemy retreating in disorder.

It 1s proper to mention here that the artillery practice of Schultz’s,
Mendenhall’s, Standart’s, Nell's, Marshall's, and Stokes’ batteries, which
were acting temporarily under my orders in this engagement, was highly
satisfactory, giving tbe enemy great tribulation. The promptness dis-
played by Captain Stokes in bringing his baitery into action, by my
orders, and the efficient manner in which it was served, affords addi-
tional evidence of his marked ability and bravery as an officer and
patriot. Io the same connection I feel permitted to speak in compli-
mentary terms of the gallant Morton and his Pioneer Brigade, which
marched forward under a scathing fire to the support of my division.

The enemy having fallen back to their intrenchments, my division
recrossed the river and resumed its former position.

On the evening of the 4th, the Twenty-ninth Brigade was moved for-
ward to the north bank of Stone’s River, near the railroad, as an advance
force. On the same day General Spears’ First Tennessee Brigade was
agsigned to the Bighth Division. This brigade distingnished itself on
the evening of the 3d, in a desperate charge on the enemy, & report of
which is inclnded in Geeneral Spears’ report, annexed.
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On the morning of the 5th I was ordered to take command of the
advance and pursue the enemy toward Murfreeshorough.

By 9 a. m. the Eighth Division, Colonel Walker’s brigade, Pioneer
Brigade, and General Stanley’s cavalry force had crossed the river and
taken possession of Murfreesborough withonthaving met any resistance
the rear guard of the enemy retreating on the Manchester and ShelbyZ
ville roads, our cavalry pursning, supported by the Twenty-ninth Bri-
gade, on the Shelbyville pike, and by Colonel Byrd’s First East Ten-
nessee Regiment, on the Manchester pike.

The rear guard of the enemy (three regiments of cavalry and one
battery) was overtaken on the Manchester pike, 5 miles from Murfrees-
borough. Colonel Byrd fearlessly charged this unequal force of the
enemy, driving him from his position, with a loss of 4 killed and 12
wounded ; enemy’s loss not ascertained.

Our army marched guietly into Murfreesborough, the chosen position
of the enemy, which he was forced to abandon after a series of desper-
ater_sn gngpgefﬁient&

e joyful hopes of traitors have ivi
an&ther yio blop:. been crushed, treason receiving
¥y command enthusiastically join me in expression of admiration
the official conduct of Generals Rosecrans agd Thomas. During tl{l)é
most eventful periods of the engagements their presence was at the
pointof danger, aiding with their counsels and animating the troops by

their personal bravery and eool determination. '

I refer to my command with feelings of national pride for the living
and personal sorrow for the dead. Without a murmur they made
forced marches over almost impassable roads, through drenching win-
ter rains, without.a change of clothing or blankets, deprived of sleep or
repose, constantly on duty for eleven days, living three days on a pint
of flour and parched corn. Ever vigilant, always ready, sacrificing their
lives with a contempt of peril, displaying the coolness, determination
and bigh discipline of veterans, they are entitled to our country’s gratiz
tude. Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and
Tennessee may proudly inscribe upon their scroils of fame the names of
the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Eighteenth, Twenty-first,
Slx.ty-nmth, and Seventy-fourth Qhio, Schultz’s and Marshall’s bat-
103:1;1}?81 I(lgi];l[(l);’ %eipElev?lth Béicﬁgan, Nineteenth Illinois, Thirty-sev-

, Nell’s section !
mesecs Brisaio, , Kentucky battery, and Spears’ East Ten-

I respectfully refer to the reports of General Spears, Colonels Miller
and Stanley, which I approve and append hereto, for a detailed account
of the part taken by each portion of the command, and for special
reference to the meritorious conduct of individuals in their respective
commands. In addition to which I make honorable mention of the
bravery and efficient services rendered by the following-named officers
and men, for whom I earnestly request promotion :

Bngadler-GenpraI Spears, commanding East Tennessee Brigade; Col.
T. R. Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio Volunteers, commanding Twenty-ninth
Brigade; Col. John F Miller, Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, com-
manding Seventh Brigade; Capt. James St. €. Morton, commanding
Pioneer Brigade; Capt. James H. Stokes, commanding Chicago Battery;
Maj. John H. King, commanding Fifteenth U. 8. Infantry; Gaptaili
Bush, commanding Fourth Indiana Battery; Capt. W. E. St.a.néart, com-
manding Ohio battery; Oapt. James A. Lowrie, assistant adjutant-gen-

eral, Eighth Division; Lieut. Frederick H. Kennedy, aide-de-camp;
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Capt. Charles T. Wing, assistant quartermaster; Maj. F. H. Gross, med-
jcal director; Capt. James R. Hayden, ordvance officer; Lieutenants
W. W. Barker, aide-de-camp; Robert H. Cocliran, provost-marshal‘;
Thomas Riddle, acting assistant commissary of subsistence ; Charles C,
Cook, acting aide-de-camp ; W. D. Ingraham, topographical engineer;
Capt. Frederick Sehultz, Lieuts, Joseph Hein, Battery M, First Ohio
Artillery ; Alexander Marshall, John Crable, Rolert D, Whlttlesej,;,
Battery G, First Ohio Artillery; A. A. Lllsworth, W. H. Spence, Nell's
section, Kentucky Artillery; H. Terry, Third Ohio Cavalry ; Bergt. H,
B. Fletcher, Company X, Nineteenth lilinois Volunteers; Corpl. R. G.
Rice, Company K, First Wisconsin Volunteers; Private James A. Sangs-
tou, Company O, Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers; Sergt. Charles
Rambour, Company K, Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteers, and Private
William Longwell, orderly, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry; Sergt.
George C. Lee, Corpl. E. H. Dougherty, and Privates Henry Zimmer-
man, Henry Schwenk, Jobn Higgins, Leon Starr, Daniel Walker, John
D. McCorkle, Abraham Kepperly, George Gillen, and John Cunning-
ham, of the escort. .

The following is an approximate report of the casualties* of my com-
mand during the battles before Murfreesborough, Tenn,, December 30
and 31,1862, end January 2 and 3, 1863:

Went into action. Lost in action.
g Eiiled, Wou.nded.il[iuing.j Horses. | Guzs,
Command. g P '3 '3 4
-] " -1 g .
£ % . |8 § Plal |4
£ 2 = Ll W
TR EHHEL EEHHRE
- =leie k]
§|3 |2 |8I8iE\5|E |8]4|8|F 5|3|A
ARCOND DIVIAION, CENTER,
FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS.
First East Tenn, Brigade...| 66| 734 8 ...}.-..] 811 22 ... o.e|-od] 1
Twenty.ninth Brigsde...... galrie! er | ilTe|mios| e ea 6| B Bl..g..s
Beventh Brigede............| 71 1,948 ...... sl 0| led e as
INERRLEY <vevoncemnnen 230 [¢,401{ 45 ... 110150 |46 696 1187 | 5} 4 _5I
Bohulta's battery ... --- 2 75| 66| 4 [caee) T| B |o-eee- o4 1| 5] &[..- 1]
l:lrl:hd!"sbamr{y .......... g no| we| 62 5L BN e szl o)
Nell's battery ... ........ 2] 1| a0 sl slle|18| e 4] 1] 1
AMtNery . .ovuviveenns 7| w2 | w218 | 7| 1| 8|..[=:|sv|e] 4] 6] 1
Total . ooeeieannanns m|4.m 257 1au|m 41| 704 1|soaiaz :mls{o 1

My command captured from the enemy upward of 460 prisoners, four
brass pieces of field artillery, and one stand of regimental colors.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS, 8. NEGLEY,
Brigadier-General,
Maj. GEORGE E. FLYNT,
Chief of Staff.

* But sea revised statement, p, 211.
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No. 79.
Report of Lieut. Alban A. Ellsworth, Hewelt's ( Hentucky) battery.

Hpgrs. HEWETT'S BATTERY, KENTUCKY VOL. ARTY.,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 12, 1863,

SIR : In obedience to orders received from Headquarters Seventh
Brigade, Eighth Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, I have the honor to
make the following report of the part taken by Hewett's battery, Ken-
tucky Volunteer Artillery, in the recent engagement before Murfrees.
borough, Tenn.:

On the evening of December 29, 1862, in obedience to orders from
General Negley, I placed the battery in position near the old toll-gate,
and on the right of Battery G, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, com-
manded by Lientenant Marshall.

Early on the morning of the 30th, I received orders from Colonel
Miller to move about three-fourths of a mile to the right and front,
through a dense cedar thicket, and over a rough and newly made road.
Here I remained partly under cover of the cedars until about 10 a. m.,
when I received orders from General Negley to move a short distance
to the left and front, taking a position fronting an open field, where the
enemy had a battery of four guns bearing on us. During the day fired
about 50 rounds of shell and solid shot at his Lattery and intrenchments
without receiving any reply. As night approached, withdrew the bat-
tery and placed it under cover of the wood, where we remained during
the night.

Early in the morning of the 31st, received orders from Colopel Miller
to bring my command in position on the left, and near an old log-house,
supported on my right and front by the Twenty-first Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, where I remained without further orders for about fifteen
minutes, when, observing the enemy in large column marching on a
battery and some infantry stationed about 300 yards to my left, I opened
an oblique fire on him, and soon discovered him retiring to his intrench-
ments, where I kept up a brisk and well-directed fire, receiving, at the
same time, a heavy fire from his artillery for about fifteen or twenty
minutes, when a cessation occurred.

1 soon after noticed a heavy mass of kis infantry moving on our sap-
port to oy right and front, accompanied by a section of artillery, which
was bronght into position about 500 yards to my right and front; also
a section placed to my left and front, at abont the same distance.
Here we were subject to a heavy cross-fire of -canister. I immediately
ordered a retura fire of canister, double-shot, firing as rapidly as possi-
ble for about twenty minutes, doing good execution. The enemy was
goon seen retiring, and 1 ordered the nse of shell to follow his retreat,
briskly kept up for about fifteen minutes, when the enewy commenced
a well-direcled fire from his artillery direct upon my command. After
shelling trim rapidly for about three-fourths of an hoar, one of my guns
(a small rifled gun) was disabled. I continued shelling as rapidly as
possible for some time after, and finding my horses were fast being erip-
pled by the shells continually exploding in our midst, I ordered a change
of position of the battery to the left, that I might break the range of
his artillery, bearing heavily upon us.

While my order was being executed, I noticed that our infantry and
artillery were retiring, at the same time that a heavy fire was being
poured into our right, and almost into our rear. Receiving no orders
to reuire, made the chauge of position of the battery to the left, and

-opened fire on the enemy, now fast approaching; but I soon found it
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by their promptness in the execution of orders, and by their unflinching
courage in scenes of danger, merit particular mention. Others in the
command evineed soldierly qualities of no common order. To mention
their names might seem invidious.

1 wish to make special mention of Quartermaster Treat, who showed
great epergy and perseverance in keeping the men supplied with rations
during the severe weather of seven days that we were separated by miles
from our transportation, and his promptness in looking after, collecting
together, and reporting to me property and men, which in the confusion
of falling back had separated from the oomma.nti.

Respectfolly submitted.
ALEXANDER MARSHALL
TLieutenant, Comdg. Battery G, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery.

H. M. C1sT, _
Lieutenant and Acting Assisiant Adjutant-General.

No. 81,

Report of Brig. Gen. James G. Spears, U. 8. Army, commanding Wirst
S Brig Brigade, of @eratiowir January 279,

HEADQUARTERS FIRsT TENNESSEE BRIGADE,
Haaothorn's, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

GENERAL: Iherewith beg leave to submit the following report, which
is intended to embrace the action of the troops under my command from
the 24 instant up to the present date:

At 12 m. on January 2, 1863, when at Nashville, Tenn., I was ordered
by Brigadier-General Johnson, military governor of the State, to imme-
diately take command ef the First and Second East Tennessee Volan-
teer Infantry, and such other troops as would be assigned me by Briga-
dier-General Mitchell, commanding post, which were the Fourteenth
Michigan Volunteer Infantry, about 300 men strong, commanded by
Captain ; the Eighty-ﬁfth Tlinois Volunteer Infantry, Colonel
Moore commaud’iug, 350 to 400 men strong, together with two sections
of the Tenth Wisconsin Battery, commanded by Captain Beebe, and a
company of cavalry, under Lieatenant ; also Colonel Pickens,
commanding 300 mounted volunteers of the Third Teunessee Cavalry,
which forces were placed under my command for the purpose of con-
ducting and protecting a train of 303 wagons, loaded with commissary
stores for the army, then before Murfreesborough.

T assumed command of the said forces at the junction of Market street
and Murfreesborough pike at & p. m., at which place I took up the line
of march, throwing out skirmishers and otherwise disposing the forces
under my command in such manner as I believed would best protect
the train. .

After marching all night I reported myself and command at Major-
General Rosecrans’ headquarters at 5 o’clock on the morning of the 3d
instant, and by his order turned over the train to his commissary.

Major-General Rosecrans then ordered me to report to General Me-
Cook, which I complied with, and, after receiving orders and instrac-
tions from General McCook, I placed the artillery under my command
in position, drew up the infantry in line of battle, and the enemy fail-
ing to make any demonstrations in front, on the right wing, we stacked
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armwn and took refreshments. At this time I was ordered by General
Rosecrans to turn the cavalry in my command over to General Stanley,
which was done.

The skirmishing in front of General Thomas® division becoming heavy,
I was ordered by General Rosecrans to change my position and report
to General Thomas, which 1 did, and by his order took a position in
front ot;l his division, relieving troops that had held said position during
the night.

I received further orders from General Thomas to place my artillery
in reserve, and to throw up an intrenchment-with my foree, in doing
which two of my men, privates in the First and Second East Tennessee
Regiments, were wounded.

I was also aunthorized by Gebneral Thomas, if I thought proper, to
throw ont skirmishers, consisting of three or four companies, and retake
and drive the enemy from a piece of woods in our front.

After my force had finished the intrenchments, I was informed by aun
aide of General Rousseau that he would co-operate with me in throwing
ont skirmishers and in retaking the woods, and driving the enemy from
the same, a8 soon as the artillery had begun shelling the woods, which
was to be the signal for advanee. In accordance to this, I threw out
two companies (Company A, Captain Duncan, and Company B, Captaiu
Sawyers) from the First East Tennessce Regimeat; also Company A,
Captain Marney, of the Second East Tennessee Regiment, and one com-
pany of the Eighty-fifth Illinois, and one company of the Fourteenth
Michigan, as skirmishers, at the same time that skirmishers were thrown
out, from General Roussean’s division.

Shortly after sundown, the signal was given by shelling the woods, and
the skinnishers advanced. The skirmishing becoming heavy, my force
advancing in front and General Roussean’s upon the right, it was soon
discovered, as they approached the woods, that the enemy were there
in strong f]orce, and iutended to maintain his position with the greatest
obstinacy-—so much so that I thought fit to order up Lieutenant-Colonel
Melton, commanding Second East Tennessee Regiment, to support the
skirmishers in front. By this time the skirmishers had driven the en-
emy back and gained the edge of the woods. Colonel Melton was
ordered to advance as near as poasible to the woods, and then to order
his men to lie flat on the ground. By that time darkness had set in. I
ordered Colonel Byrd, with the First East Tennessee Regiment, to take
his position behind the intrenchments, while I ordured Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Phillips, of the same regiment, to take command of the Fourteenth
Michigan Regiment, and to flank the enemy upon tke left and rear, and
I ordered the sldrnishers to withdraw in good order and retreat behind
the Second East Tennessee Regiment, which, at this time, was pouring
a galling fire into the enemy, while n hot fire was kept up by General
Roussean’s skirmishers on the right and from the Michigan regiment
on the left, which waa kept up until the enemny abandoned bis position,
being completelyrouted. The engagement lasted from 6 to near 8 o’elock,
during moest of which time Major-General Thomas was a spectator on
the field. I then ordered my forces to retire behind the intrenchments,
throwing an advanee picket forward to hold the position we had taken.

The force ander my command in this engagement was composed of
regiments and parts of regimenta: Of the First Regiment East Ten-
nessee Volunteer Infantry, 400 men; of the Second Regiment Kast Ten-
nessee Volunteer Infantry, 400 men ; of the Fourteenth Regiment Mich-
iéanVolnnteer Infantry, 300 inen ; of the Eighty-6fth Regiment Olinois

olunteer Infantry, 350 men.
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The loss in my command of Tennessee troops was 4 wounded from the
First Regiment and 7 wounded from the Sccond Regiment East Ten-
nessee Volunteers, None killed or missing. The Fourteenth Regiment
Michigan Volunteers, commanded by Lientenant-Colonel Phillips, of the
Tirst Hast Tennessee, reported 2 killed and 3 wounded. The regiment
left for Nashville as soon as the engagement was over, with the Eighty-
fifth Illinois Regiment, which, during the engagement, was held in re-
serve and had no casualties.

Nineteen prisoners were taken and sent to corps headquarters. The
loss of the enemy is not known, but said to be considerable, his atrength
being varionsly estimated at from one to two brigades.

On the morning of the 4th instant, I received an order from Major-
General Rosecrans informing me that L, together with my command, had
been permanently attached to the Eighth Division, commanded by Brig-
adier-General Negley.

On the evoning of the same day, I was ordered by General Negley to
hold myself in readiness to march at 8 moment’s warning.

At 10 o’clock at night, I received an order from General Negley to
order one of my regiments to report to Colonel Miller, commanding
Seventh Brigade, for picket duty, which order was complied with by
sending forward Lieutenant-Colonel Melton, in command of the Second
East Tennessee Regiment, at 1 a. m. on the 5th.

On the morning of the 5th, I received a verbal ordex from General
Negley to immediately move forward with the remaining force under my
command, consisting of the First East Tennessee Infanfry, Col. B. X.
Byrd, and Sixth East Tennessee Infantry, Col. Joseph A. Cooper; also
two sections of a battery {Tenth Wiscongin) commanded by Captain
Beebe, and sapport Colonel Miller, who wus in advauce, engaged in
building a bridge over Stone’s River for the purpose of crossing infantry,
the railroad bridge having been barned and injured by the enemy to
such an oxfeut as to render it unsafe. Being detained, Colonel Byrd
and Colonel Cooper set their men to repairing the railroad bridge, and
crossed abont the same time that Colonel Miller’s rear crossed the other
bridge, marching through the town of Murfreesborough, with my force
in rear of Colonel Miller’s brigade. I was there ordered by General
Negley to take and occupy a position near the crest of the ridge on the
Manchester pike, which position I now occupy.

In the mean time, the cavalry having advanced upon the rear of the
enemy then iu our front, and the skirmishing becoming heavy, I was
ordared Ly General Negley to sapport the cavalry with one regiment of
infantry and one section of artillery, which I did by immediately order-
ing Colonel Byrd’s regiment of East Tennessee, 400 strong, and Cap-
tain Beohe, with one section of artillery, to go forward and report to
Brigadier-General Stanley, commanding the cavalry in front.

The enemy had retreated to a point in the woods near the Manchester
pike, b miles from Murfreesborough, wiiere they had stopped and formed
line of battle.

On the arrival of Colonel Byrd’s and Captain Beebe’s commands, a
sharp fight took place, both sides nsing artillery and small-arms, which
resulted in » complete rout of the enemy, not, however, without some
loss to ns, Colouel Byrd losing 3 killed and 12 wounded, mostly slighs.

About the time the fight was going on between onr infantry and cav-
alry force of the enemy, I received a verbal order from General Negley
to advance to the front with the remaining force under my command,
-which I did as rapidly as possible; bat before I could arrive on the
battle-field General Stanley, with his brigade of cavalry, and Colonel
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Byrd, with his gallant Tennesseeans, aided Ly Captain Beebe’s shells,
had succeeded in driving the enemy, 80 that not one cculd be seen.

All the troops ander my command behaved well, and Col. R. K. Byrd,
of the First East Tennessee, and Lieutenant-Colonel Phillips, of the same
regiment, are both said to have distinguished themselves, Colonel Byrd
having his horse shot and wounded, and several balls passing through
his clothes. Several prisoners were taken.

- The loss of the enemy has since proved to be some 30 in killed, besides
wonaded, which he took off.

The two sections of the Tenth Wisconsin Battery were not permanently
%tltiached to my command, and have since been ordered back to Nash-

e.

Herewith I inclose the reports of Colonel Oooper, Sixth East Ten-
nessee Regiment Volunteer Infantry, describing the march from Nash-
ville to this point, and his encounter with the enemy on his way. ‘

The following is a list of casualfies: Went into action, commissioned
officers, 66; enlisted men, 734; horses, 8. Lost in action, killed, en-
listed men, 3; wounded, commissioned officers, 1; enlisted men, 22;
horses, wounded, 1. The Fourteenth Michigan and highty-ﬂfbh Nlinois,
which were ordered out of my command immediately after the action,
I have no reports of.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
JAMES G. SPEAES,
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Tennesses Brigade.

Brig. Gen. J. 8. NEGLEY,
Commanding Bighth Division, Fourteenth Army Corps,

No. 82.

Repori of Ool. Josepk A. Cooper, Sizth Tenncsses Infantry, of shirmish af
Cor's Hill.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH EAST TENNESSEE YVOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 9, 1863.

SIr : Permit me to sabmit this my official report of the march of my
regiment from Nashville to Murfreesborough, in obedience to Special
Orders, No. 8, as follows:

SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hbgrs. FIRST BRIGADE, TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS,
No. 8. Nashville, Tonn., January 3, 1863.

Colonel Cooper, with his entire command for duty, will at onoe take up the line of
wurch npon the Murfressborough pike. They will take two days' rations. They will
report on said road to Col. Daniel MoCook.

y command of General Spears :
D. C. TREWHITT,
Assiztant Adjuiant-General.

Complying with the above order, we took up the line of march at 8
¢clock. We marched out to the junction of the pike, where we lay in
the rain about three honrs, waiting for the comwanding officer, Col.
Dr?iniel McCook. He arrived abont 12 o’clock, and gave the following
order:

The two regiwents in advance of you will march in front with the regiment of reg-
nlar cavalry, all except 60; tho remaining 50 will act as rear guard for the whole.
Your regiment, the Sixth East Tennessse, will mareh immediately in rear of the train.

‘Wo then took up the line of march to Marfreesborough. We marched,
without halting, about 6 miles, arriving this side the lunatic asyluam.
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7. and scattering the rebel cavalry by his well and timely aimed shots.
He has on several occasions displayed talents of the first order as an
artillerist. It wonld uot be amiss to atate at this time that my enfire
command were short of rations, performing duty night and day in the
wet fields, without shelter, exposed to the wet, cold, and hunger without
4 muarmaur.

Major Paramore, of the Third Ohio, displayed great presence of mind
and determination in maintaining his position on the right flank with
his battalion to cover an ammunition train long after the cavalry on bis
right had been driven away by the onemy’s shells. 1 avnex his report,
all of which I respectiully submit for your review.

Yeur obedient servant,
JNO. EENNETT,
Colonel, Commanding First Cavalry Division.
Capt. W. H. SINCLAIR.

No. 167.

Report of Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell, Battery D, First Ohio Light Artil-
lery, of skirmishes near La Vergne and Stewart's Oreck, December 26-

January 1.

HrsDQUARTERS BATTERY D, FIrsT OHIO ARTILLERY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 12, 1863,

LIEUTENANT: December 26, 1862, Colonel Kennett ordered me to
move with the First Brigade, Colonel Minty, from camp, near Nashville,
on Murfreesborough pike, toward La Vergne. Two miles from La
Vergne we came upon a body of Confederate cavalry, and went into ac.
tion, dispersing them after firing 4 rounds. We then moved forward a
mile; we there took position on the pike and opened fire on a section of
rebel artillery, distant about a mile. I fired 60 rounds, losing, during
the action, I man killed—Private F. T. Coffin—and 1 horse disabled.
T then moved into a field on the right of the pike and opened fire, The
enemy retired from their position to the left and rear. I then moved
to the left of the pike, and took position near a small chureh, from which
position we fired until dark, silencing the enemy after a few rounds.
That night I encamped with the brigade on the right of the pike and 1
mile back.

From the night of December 26 to the morning of Janunary 1, I occu-
pied different positions in and around La Vergne and Stewart's Creek.

On January 1, moved from Stewari’s Creek to La Vergne with Colonel
Dickinson, of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, to re-enforce Colonel Tnnes,
of the First Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, stationed near La
Vergne. About 1 mile from that place I found Wheeler’s rebel cavalry
on the left of the pike. I went into action and drove them from the
field, and then joined Colonel Innes’ command, with whom 1 remuined
until the 9th instant.

On the 9th instant received orders to report to General Stanley, chief
of cavalry, and by him was ordered to report to Colonel Kenuett, and
am now in camp on Manchester pike, near First Cavalry Brigade.

Very reapectfully,
N. M, NEWELL,
Lieutenant, Commanding Battery D, First Ohic Artillery.

Lieat. M. B. CHAMBERLIN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division,
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No. 168.

Report of Col. Robert H. G. Minty, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, command.-
ing First Brigade, including skirmishes at La Vergne, December 26,
between Stewar?s Creek and La Vergne, December 30, at Overalls Creek,
December 31, and on Manchester pike, January b.

HrapQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863.

SIr: I have the honor to hand you the following report of the part
taken by the First Brigade, IFirst Division of the Cavalry Reserve, in the
operations from the advance from Nashville to and in¢luding the battles
before Murfreesborough :

I marched from Camp Rosecrans, near Nashville, on the morning of
the 26tk ultimo, with the Third Kentucky, Fourth Michigan, Seventh
Pennsylvania, and one company of the Second Indiana, and reported to
General Palmer, on the Murfreesborough road. In accordance with
orders received from him throngh the colonel commanding the division,
I plaeed.nhe Third Kentucky on the left and the Seventh Pennsylvania
on the right of the road, keeping the Fourth Michigan on the pike, with
a strong advance guard out. Ten miles from Nashville I met the
enemy’s pickets, who, as they fell back before us, were continually re-
enforced, until, arriving at La Vergne, they disputed our progress with
a force of 2,506 cavalry and mounted infantry, supported by fomr pieces
of artillery, under the command of General Wheeler. As the enemy
had us most perfectly in range, after sowe sharp skirmishiog, I moved,
under cover of a slight eminence, on which Licutenant Newell, of Bat-
tery D, First Ohio, had kis section planted, leaving two companies of
the Fourth Michigan, dismonnted and in ambush, behind a fence to sup-
port the battery.

I must here mention that Lieutenant Newell did splendid service with
his two 3-inch Rodmauns. Tvery shot was well planted, and he nobly
fonght the four guns of the enemy for over half an hour, when a battery
from Geperal Palmer’s division moved up to his assistance. One of the
gunners was killed by a shell from the enemy while serving his gun.

Saturday, December 27, the Seventh Pennsylvauia, under Major
Wynkoop, made a reconnaissance in front of General Palmer’s division,
which occupied a position on the left of the line. One battalion of the
Fourth Michigan, under command of Captain Mix, was seut out on the
Jefferson pike, and did not rejoin the brigade until the following day.
1 beg to refer you {o Captain Mix's report for particulars. The army
advanced at about 11 a. m., the Third Kentucky and one company of
the Second Indiana, under command of Colonel Murray, covering the
left flank, and the Fourth Michigan, under my immediate direction,
covering the right flank. Camped near Stewart’s Creek this night.

Sunday, December 28, sent one battalion of the Seventh Peunsyl-
vania to relieve the battalion of the Jourth Michigan, on Jefferson pike.

Monday, December 29, army agaiu advanced; Seventh Pennsylvania,
under Major Wynkoop, ou the left flank ; Third Kentueky on the right
flank, noder Colonel Murray ; Fourth Michigan in reserve ; Second In-
dja.na, on courier duty. Light skirmishing with the enemy all day.
Found the enemy iu position in front of Murfreesborongh at about 3 p.
m. Bivouacked for the night immediately in rear of our line of battle.

Tuesda.yfr December 30, oue battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania
and one of the Third Kentucky forined a chain of vedettes in rear of
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the line of battle, with orders to drive up all stragglers. Under orders
from the eolonel eommanding the division, I took the Fourth Michigaun
and one battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania back on the Nashville
pike, to operate against Wheeler’s cavalry, who, a few hours before, had
destroyed the train of the Twenty-eighth Brigade on the J efferson pike.
Between Stewart’s Creck and La Vergne I met the enemy, about 100
strong, and dressed in our uniforms. TheSeventh Penusylvania drove
them until after dark. I reported to Colonel Walker, Thirty-first Ohio,
commanding & brigade, and encamped with him that vight, 24 miles
south of La Vergne. .

‘Wednesday, Dg:cember 31, under orders from Major-General Rose-
crans, I reported to Brigadier-General Stanley, chief of cavalry, who
came up the same morning with the First Middle Tennessee and part of
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. Under orders from General Stanley, we
moved rapidly across the country toward the right of General _McCo?k 8
position (leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson, Fourth Michigan Cav-
alry, with 120 men, to support Lieutenant Newell's section of artillery
at the cross-roads northwest of Stewart’s Creek), the enemy’s cavalry
falling back rapidly before us. When close to Overall’s Creek our own
artillery, in position to our left, opened on us with sheil, and severely
wounded 1 man of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania.

Crossing Overall’s Creek, I took up position parallel to, and three-
fourths of & mile distant from, the Nashville and Murfreesborongh road.
The Fourth Michigan dismounted, forming a line of skirmishers on the
edge of the woods immediately in our front, out of which they had driven
a large.force of the rebel cavalry. They were supported lgy a part of
the Iirst Tennessee, also dismounted. Captain Jennings’ battalion,
Seventb Pennsylvania, and two companies Third Kentucky, under Cap-
tain Davis, were posted in the woods to the right and in rear of the
Fourth Michigan, with the Fifteenth Pennsylvania in their rear. OQur
entire force at this time was 950 men. L

The enemy advanced rapidly with 2,500 cavalry, mounted and dis-
monnted, with three pieces of artillery, all nnder the command of Gen-
eral Wheeler. They drove back the Fourth Michigan to the line of the
First Tennessee skirmishers, and then attacked the SBeventh Pennsyl-
vania with great fury, but met with determined resistance. I went
forward to the dismounted skirmishers and endeavored to move them
to the right, to strengthen the Seventh Pennsylvania, but the moment
the right of the line showed itself from behind the fence where they
were posted, the whole of the enemy’s fire was directed on if, turning it
completely around. At this moment the Fifteenth Pennsylvania gave
way and retreated rapidly, leaving the battalion of the Seventh Penn-
sylvania and the dismounted wmen almost entirely unsupported, and
leaving them no alternative but retreat. ) .

We fell back a couple of fields and reformed in rear of arising ground,
which protected us from the enemy’s artillery.

The rebel cavalry bad followed us up sharply into the open ground,
and now menaced us with three strong lines, two directly in front of
my position and one opposite our left fiank, with its right thrown well
forward, and a strong body of skirmishers in the woods to our right,
and threatening that flank, .

(ieneral Stanley gave the order to charge, and he himself led two
companies (K and H) of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry and about 60
men of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania against the line in front of oor left,
routed the enemy, and captured one stand of colors, which was brought

ienrly
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in by a sergeant of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. Qaptain Jennings,
Seventh Pennsylvania, with his battalion, supported this movement.

At the same time I charged the first line in our front with the Fourth
Michigan and First Tenncssee, supported on the right by a fire from
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania, and drove them from the field. The sec-
ond line was formed on the far side of a lane, with a partially destroyed
fence on each side of it, and still stood their ground. I reformed my
men m]l&l again charged. The enemy was again broken and driven from
the field.

Colonel Kennett, commanding First Cavalry Division, now arrived
on the field with re-enforcements. I held the ground that night with
the First Tennessee, Fifteenth Pennsylvaria, and Founrth Michigan,
picketing the whole of my first position.

A sergeant of the Seventh Pennsylvania, who was taken prisoner by
the enemy, states that before we charged we had killed 27, including
many officers.

January 1, 2, and 3, had the brigade under arms all day, with two
regiments on picket and skirmrishing with the enemy’s pickets.

Sunday, January 4, moved the brigade to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads,
and bivonacked there for the night with the Fourth Qavalry.

Monday, January 5, marched through Murfreesborough and took the
Manchester pike; 1 mile out met the enemy’s pickets; reported to Gen-
cral Stanley, who ordered an advance, and took the lead himself with
the Fourth Cavalry., After croasing a small creek, about 2 miles from
Murfreeaborough, the bridge over which had been destroyed, the enemy
commenced shelling us. 1sent the Third Kentucky well to the right
and front and the Seventh Pennsylvania to the left, keeping the First
and Becond Tennessee and the Fourth Michigan in reserve. After some
little delay, the general again ordered an advance. Iplaced the five com-
panies, Fourth Michigan, on the right of the road, with one company ad-
vanced as skirmishers; the Third Kentucky on the right of the Fourth
Michigan, and the First Tennessee on the right of the Third Kentucky.
with the Second Tennessee in reserve. In this formation we advanced
through a cedar wood with a dense undergrowth, rendering it almost
impossible to fores our way throngh. We had occasional skirmishing
with the enemy, who continued to shell us as we advanced.

About 6 miles out we met the epemy in force; a sharp skirmish en-
sued. The Fourth Cavalry, First Tennesses Infantry, and Seventh
Pemnsylvania Cavalry were chiefly engaged on car side. The enemy
were driven from the field, and we returned within 14 mwiles of Mur.
freesborough and went into camp.

I beg to refer you to the reports of regimental commanders for par-
ticulars of operations of detached portions of the brigade.

Inclosed berewith I hand you a report of such officers and men as
deserve special mention; also the report of casualties.

In explanation of the large number of missing reported by the Seventh
Pennsylvania, I would call your attention to the fact that the entire of
one battalion was deployed as a chain of vedettes in rear of our line of
battle, where the right wing was driven back, and many of the men
must have been captured by the enemy while endeavoring to drive up
the straggling infantry. I have to call your particalar attention to the
reports of Colonel Murray, Captain Mix, and Lientenant Eldridge.

Oolonel Murray, with a handfal of men, performed services that would
do honor to a full regiment.

Oaptain Mix, with about 50 men, not only drove 200 of the enemy over
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2 miles, but he there held his position againg’ an entire regiment of rebel
cavalry.

Lieutenant Eldridge, with 18 men, dismounted, attacked the enemy,
routed them, and recaptured a wagon full of ammunition.

In the engagement of Wednesday, while leading his company in a
charge, Oaptain Mix’s horse was shot under him, and in the same charge
Lientenant Woolley, my acting assistant adj utant-general, was thrown
from his horse, severely hurting his leg; notwithstanding which, he
immediately remounted and continued to perform all his dutiea.

The brigade has captured and turned over 192 prisoners.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBT. H. G. MINTY,
Colonel, Commanding First Cavalry Division.

Lieutenant CHAMBERLIN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division.

No. 169.

Report of Capt. Joseph A. 8. Mitchell, Second Indione Cavalry, of opera-
tions near La Vergne, December 20-31.

NaSHVILLE, TENK., January 2, 1863.

Sm: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your order,
I reported to Oaptain Otis, chief of couriers, on the 29th ultimo, and
that on the same date, by his direction, my men were posted on the
Nashville and Murfreesborough road as eouriers, commencing 9 miles
from Nashville, and extending to the headquarters of Major-General
Crittenden.

On the 31t ultimo, at 3 p. m., the enemy made & raid upon La Vergne.
at which point I had made my headquarters, capturing from my command
1 lientenant and 13 men, and making it necessary for two other courjer

to abandon their stations to prevent capture, all of which I im-
mediately reported to Major-General Rosecrans the same evening. The
places of my men were supplied from another command, and I proceeded
to this place to collect the few men who still remained of my company.
Those who were at General Orittenden’s headquarters having been sent
here as an escort with his headquarters train, I collected 17 men for duty
and reported to Brigadier-General Mitchell, commanding the post, and,
by his command, I have placed them as couriers between Nashville and
La Vergne.

1 have to report, besides the loss already mentioned, 15 Government
horses, 10 males, 2 wagons, all of the equipage, tents, &c., of the com-

ny, 16 Colt’s revolving pistols and bolsters, 11 Colt’s revolving rifles,
14 saddles, bridles, and halters, besides all of my own private baggage
and personal effects.

Since ocoupying the present line, I have to report 1 man killed while
bearing a dispatch.

1 am, most truly, your obedient servant,

c J. Abs. METICHI%LL,
aptain, Commandix 5
Ool. B. H. G. MiNTY, P g LImPEnY
Commanding First Cavairy Brigade.

Cuar. XXIXTL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 627
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Report of COol. Bli H. Murray, Third Kentucky Cavalry, including skir-
mishes at La Vergne, December 26, Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, December
31, and on Manchester pike, January 5.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD KENTUORY CAVALRY,
Camp Stanley, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., Jonuary T, 1863.

Smz: I have the honor herewith to transmit & report of the part taken
by my command from December 26, 1862, the day of our advance from
Nashville, the engagement hefore Murfreesborough, and pursuit of the
enemy in their retreat.

On passing our outpost before Nashville, on the Murfreesborough
road, my command formed the left wing of the advance. We bad pro-
ceeded but a short distance when we encountered the enemy, and, press-
ing them closely,soon engaged in quite a brisk skirmish. Driving them
in 8 lively chase, we succeeded in capturing 5 of the enemy. Skirmish-
ing all day long through dense cedar thickets, we found quite a force at
La Vergne, with quite an engagement, exposed to the fire of their artil-
lery, which resulted only in the loss of 2 horses. Changing my position,
my command formed the left, joined to General Cruft’s brigade, cap-
taring 1 other of the enemy.

We moved from there to Stewart’s Creek the following day, forming
gtill the left, and capturing 7 of the enemy. Advancingfrom thence, my
command formed the right. Night found us on the ground afterward
occupied by General Negley in the beginning of the general engage-
ment. Captain Wolfley, commanding Second Battalion, opened com-
munication with Major-Greneral MeCook during the day.

Major Shacklett, with his battalion, on the 30th formed a line of
couriera (in rear of Yine of battle) with Major-General McCook. Cap-
tain Davis, with aquadron, Companies B and D, ordered to report to
General Stanley, at Wilkinson’s Oross-Roads. This squadron was after
ward with Colonel Minty, and engaged, with his command, the epemy
while detached from me. Fifteen men, of Company O, under Lieuten-
ant Smock, reported to General Van Oleve.

At 8 dclock, December 31, 1862, Colonel Kennett, commanding divis-
jon, gave me orders tomove to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads. Having moved
but a short distance, and in the direction of the crose-roads, I found the

test confusion, caused by the right wing of the army f’alling back.
El:':ag but little farther, I found our whole train of baggage and amma-
nition in possession of the enemy. Oaptain Wolfley, with part of his
battalion, and Captain Breathitt, commanding the First Battalion, with
a squad of his command, in all about 80 men, in a moment were engaged
charging down the train. We came upon the enemy in all directions.
Here were engagements hand-to-hand, but dashing onward my men
were doing in earnest the work before them. The open field gave us
the place for charging. The enemy were marching about 250 of our men
to their rear as prisoners, These we recaptured. We also recaptured
a portion of the Fifth Wisconsin Battery ; also a section supposed to be
the First Ohio. The hospital of General Palmer's division was still
tield by thew. Bringing about 40 men to dash upon them, their whole
command fled. At one time it seemed as if my whole command were
taking prieoners to the rear. There being no support near, I ordered
the prisoners to be given to the nearest infantry, in order that I might
bring all my force against them and hold the train. Major Shacklett
here rejoined me, and having taken position near the hospital, our



