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SEcoND DIVIBION,

Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE,

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. L. E. PoLE.

18t Arkansas, Col. John W. Colquitt.
13th Arkansas.

16th Arkansas,

Hth Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith.

24 Tennesses, Col, W. D, Robison.

5th Tennessee, Col. B, J. Hill. |

Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lient.T. J. Key.

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8t. JouN R. LiDDELL.

2d Arkansas, Col. D. C. Govan.
6th Arkansas, Lieut. Col. John E. Murray.

Col. 8. G. Smith.
6th Arkansas, :
7th ?.r:._w:?w Lieut. Col, F. J. Cameron.

Maj. W, F. Douglass.
HBth Arkanasas:

Col. John H. Kelly.
Licut. Col, G. F. Baucum.
Bwett's (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. F.
Shannon.,

McCowN’s

Maj. Gen. J.

First Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. M. D. EcTOR.

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke.
11th Texas Cavalry :

Col. J. C. Burks.

Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds.
14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. L. Camp.
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J. A. Andrews.
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Busnrop R. JOHNSON.

17th Tennessee :

Col. A. 8. Marks.

Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd.
23d Tennessee, Lient. Col. R. H. Keeble
25th Tennessee :

Col. J. M. Hughs.

Lieut. Col, Samuel Davis,
37th Tonnesses :

Col. M. White.

Maj. J.T'. McReynolds.

Capt. C. G. Jarnagin.
44th Tennessee, Col. John 8. Fulton.
Jefferson (Miss,) Artillery, Capt. Put.

Darden,

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. Woob.

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood.
33d  Alabama, Col. Samuel Adama,
3d Confederate, Maj. J. F, Cameron,
45th Missisaippi, Lieut. Col. R. Charlton.
15th Mississippi Battalion 8harpshooters,
Capt. H T. Hawkins.
Alabama Battery, Capt. Henry C. 8emple.

Division.*
P. McCown.

Second Brigade,

Brig. Gen. James E. Rains.
Col, R. B. VaANCE,

3d Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. A.
Stovall.
9th Georgin Battalion, Maj. Jogeph T.
Smith.
29th North Carolina, Col. R. B. Vance.
11th Tennesses :
Col. G. W. Gordon.
Lieut. Col. William Thedford.
dufaula (Ala.) Light Artillery, Lieut. W,
A. MoDuffie,

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. EvANDER MONAIR.
Col. R. W. HARPER.

Ist Arkansas Mounted Rifles: {

Col. R. W. Harper.
Maj. L. M. Ramsaur.

2d Arkansas Mounted Rifles,{ Lieut. Col. J. A, Williamson.
4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn,

30th Arkansas:
Maj. J. J. Franklin.
Capt. W, A. Cotter,

4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj. J. A. Ross.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphreys.

* Of Smith’s corps, serving with Hardee,
t The regiments of this brigade serving as infantry.

t Serving as infantry.
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CAVALRY."

Brig. Gen. JoserH WHEELER.

W heeler’s Brigade.
Brig. Gen. JosEpH WHEELER.

1st Alabama, Col. W. W. Allen.
dd Alabama :
Maj. I. Y. Gaines.
Capt. T. T, Mauldin.
Hlat Alabama:
Col. John T. Morgan.
Lieut. Col. J. D. Webh.
Bth Coufederate, Col. W. B. Wado.
Ist Tennessee, Col. James E. Carter.
— Tennessee Battalion, DeWitt C.
Douglass,
— Tennessee Battalion, Maj. D. W.
Holman.
Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. H. Wiggins.

Buford’s Brigade.
Brig, Gen. A. BUFORD.
3d Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler.
oth Kentucky, Col. D. H. 8mith.
6th Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigsby.
Pegram’s Brigade.t
Brig. Gen. JoHN PEGRAM.

18t Georgia.
18t Lounisiana.

Wharton's B igade.
Brig. Gen. JoaAN A, WHARTOX.

l4th Alabama Battalion, Lieut. Col. James
C. Malone.
st Coufederate, Col. John T. Cox.
3d Confederate, Lieut. Col., William N.
Estes.
2d Georgia:
Lient, Col. J. E. Dunlop.
Maj. F. M. Ison.
3d Goorgia (detachmont), Maj. R
Thompson,
24 Tennessee, Col. H, M. Ashby.
4th Tennessee, Col. Baxter Smith.
— Tennessco Battalion, Maj. Johu R.
Davis.
Bth Texas, Col. Thomas Harrison.
Murray’s (Tennessce ) regiment, Maj. W. 8,
Bledsoe,
Escort company, Capt. Paul F'. Anderson.
MeCown’s escort company, Capt. L. T.
Hardy.
White's (Tennesseo) battery, Capt. B. F.
White, jr.

ARTILLERY.}

Baxter's (Tennessee) battery.
Byrne's (Kentucky) battery,
Gibson’s (Georgia) battery.

No. 190.

Beports of General Braxton Bragg, 0. 8. Army, commanding Army of
Tennessee, with congratulatory orders, dc.

MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN., December 30, 1862,
(Received at Richmond, Va., January 1, 1863.)

Artillery firing at intervals and heavy skirmishing of light troops

all day., Enemy very cautious, and declining a general en
a) ner 1 a geueral engagement,
Armies are in line of battle within sight. .

General S, COOPER.

t Probably incomplete.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

" Iorrest’s and Morgan’s commands on detached service

| Byrne’s battery mentioned in Breckenridge’s roport. The others do not appear to
have r:.é. engaged in the campaign. Baxter's battery reported as at Shelbyville,
December 31, and Gibson’s was ordered, December [, 1862, to Chattanooga, Tenn., to

be fitted for the field.



8 Cuap. XXXII. 'HE STONE’ 3
680 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA. AND 8W. VA. (Cnar. XXXIL : BAR ] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 681

i Return of casualties in the Confederate forces—Continued. Return of casualties in the Confederate forces—Continued.
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reat impetuosity and Ltook prisoners the Seventy-fifth Illinois Regiment.
Japtain [8. P.] Christian, of the Texas Rangers [Kighth Texas Cavalry],
with four companies, at the same time charged and took a complete bat-
tery of the enemy, with all its guns, caissons, horses, and artillerists.
By these dashes 1,500 prisoners fell into our hands. Wharton after-
ward swept around toward the Nashville turnpike, and found the enemy’s
cavalry in position to defend their menaced trains. Harrison, Ashby,
and Hardy were ordered to charge. This was met by a counter-charge
of the enemy, supposed to be the Fourth Regular Cavalry, who were
routed in confusion. The entire cavalry force of the enemy was de-
ployed beyond this point. Wharton’s entire brigade was now ordered to
charge; 2,000 horsemen dashed forward to the assault. The field was
favorable, the charge irresistible, the conflict short. The enemy fled in
wild dismay 2 miles beyond Overall’s Creek, leaving in onr hands several
hundred wagons, 400 additional prisoners, and several pieces of artillery.

The conduct of Wharton and his brigade cannot be too highly com-
mended. After a day of brilliant achievements, he covered the left of
my infantry at night.

Major-General McCown having failed to get MeNair’s brigade on the
line of battle Tuesday night, as directed by me, the brigade was moved
into position early the next morning, and McCown advaneed with his
division against the enemy, about 600 yards distant, with McNair on the
right of Hetor and with Rains’ brigade on the left. The division of
Major General Clebarne was about 500 yards in rear of McCown, as a
second line. The two divisions were posted on the left of Lieutenant-
General Polk’s command. The troops advanced with animation and
soon became hotly engaged. The enemy were broken and driven
through a cedar brake after a rapid and successful charge by McCown’s
command, in which Brigadier General [August] Willich and many pris-
oners were taken.

A signal instance of courage was shown by Col. J. C. Burks, of the
Eleventh Texas, This brave officer, though mortally wounded, still led
and cheered on his regiment until he fell exhausted at its head.

Another instance was shown by Sergt. A. Sims, flag-bearer of the
Tenth Texas, who, seeing a Federal flag-bearer endeavoring to rally his
regiment, sprang forward, seized the standard, and in the struggle both
were shot down, waving their flags with their last breath. The Federal
flag was captared.

1 had ordered McCown and Cleburne, as they crushed the line of the
enemy, to swing round by a continued change of direction to the right,
with Polk’s left as a pivot, while Wharton was to make a diversion on their
flank and rear. This was done by Cleburne, but was not so promptly
executed by McCown, on account of the position of the enemy in his front.
MecCown continned westwardly, fighting toward Overall’s Creek, far to
our left, while Cleburne, executing the maneuver, changed his direction
northeastwardly toward the Wilkinson turnpike, which placed him on
the right of McCown and filled the interval between McCown and Polk.
The line, now single and without snpport, engaged and drove the enemy
with great carnagethrough thefields and cedar brakes which lie between
the Triune and Wilkinson roads. Before this gap in the line was filled
by Cleburne, McCown’s right flank was exposed. McNair halted bis bri-
gade, while Liddell advanced gallantly, filling the interval, covered Mec-
Nair'sunprotected right, and engaged asuperior force of the enemy posted
behind a rail fence. These two brigades charged the enemy with impet-
uosity, took their battery,and pursued their broken and fleeing regiments
before Ector and Rsins could be brought into action.

\/C»//G/DCQ)O. 7>Q RT //u d_mwf W ‘
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Genera. McNair left a sick bed to enter the battle, and after conduct-
ing his brigade with gallantry, becoming exhaunsted, was ordered to re-
tire (rom the field. The command then devolved upon Colonel [R. W."
Harper.

By this time Liddell, who was upon the left of Johuson’s brigade, had
become separated from Cleburne’s division by following the movemnent
of MeCown., The command was near the Wilkinson turnpike, at a point
where the enemy had established a hospital. They had driven them
nearly 2 miles. The men were greatly fatigued and their ammunition
exhausted. As soon as this was replenished, I ordered them again to
advance. Raing’ brigade being fresh, was bronght forward to the right
to attack a battery, while Ector’s, McNair’s, and Liddell's brigades
moved forward in the direction of the Nashville road. Eector and Har-
per, though enfiladed by a battery, forced their way through a cedar
brake in which the enemy were posted, while Rains advanced upon the
battery. Unfortunately, this brave officer and accomplished gentleman
fell, shot through the heart,and his brigade recoiled in confusion. Ector
and Harper were ordered to fall back under cover, while [J. T.] Hum-
phreys’ battery bravely engaged sixteen pieces of the enemy until our
infantry were sheltered.

The divisions of MeCown and Cleburne in single line had now driven
the enemy, with great slanghter, for several miles through the cedar
brakes toward the Nashville turnpike. Cleburne (originally formed with
Brigadier-General Polk’s brigade on the right, Johnson’s in the center,
and Liddell’s on the left, with Wood’s in reserve) had engaged the enemy
shortly after McCown commenced the attack. Havingchanged direction
toward the northeast, he encountered their first line, posted behind fences
and in dense thickets, a little north of the Triune road. In the open
ground beyond were other lines and batteries. Limestone rocks in the
thickets furnished the enemy admirable natural defenses. The division
dashed forward, and, after a bloody struggle of half an hour, hurled the
first line back upon the second, which, in turn, was broken, and the
mingled lines were driven in disorder toward the Wilkinson turnpike.
Wood’s brigade dispersed the One hundred and first Ohio and the bri-
gade composed of the Thirty-eighth Illinois, the Twenty-first, Eighty-
first, and Fifteenth Wisconsin. The Seventeenth Tennessee captured
a Michigan battery, while the Second Arkansas [Mounted Rifles*] again
routed the Twenty-second Indiana, capturing its colonel. This regi-
ment is the same that the Second Arkansas had ronted at Perryville,
and which, during the campaign of last year, had behaved with such
barbarity to the people of Arkansas. It was in this conflict that Colonel
[A. 8.] Marks, of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, was severely
wounded while gallantly leading and encouraging his men. It was also
in this conflict that Liddell’s and Johnson’s brigades suffered their great-
estloss. Theenemy several times attempted to make a stand, but were
each time forced back. Our troops were vigorously pressing forward,
when a third line, strongly supported by artillery, stood revealed on the
south side of the turnpike. The cannonade was fierce, but could not
check our advance. After a stubborn combat the enemy were broken,
and fled to the cedar brakes between the Nashville and Wilkinson turn-
pikes.

Cleburne was now in advance of Cheatham and Withers, and as he
crossed the open grounds near the turnpike he was enfiladed by a bat-
tery posted on an eminence directly on his right flank. Captain [T. R.
Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery of Cleburne’s division, placed ? i - i

* Dismounted,
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It formed the extreme right of the brigade line of battle, and is sup-
posed to have fronted the enciny’s center at that time.  The above cas-
nalties all oceurred in the cedar grove oceupied by the brigade during
the fight on Wednesday, and between the hours of’ 12 m. and 3 p. m.
After Colonel Wilkinson was wounded (which was in the early part of
the action), the undersigned assumed command of the regiment, and
takes great pleasure in testifying to the cool courage and veteran-like
heroisin with which they bore the terrvific fire of shell and shot that was
poured almost incessantly into their ranks for near three hours.  Indeed,
both officers and men as a whole behaved most gallantly. The conduet
of those who are reported as deserving censure is thought generally to
merit unmeasared disapprol n. An explanation is forwarded in the
case of Private J. Walker, of Company G. As heis very young, his con-
duet is thought to be gsomewhat excusable. He returned and served
with the regiment during the bulance of the time, while the others re-
turned, most of them, to the cawmp at town, and refused to come back,
although repeatedly ordered to do so.
All of which is respectfully snbmitted.

A. MoONEILL,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fighth Mississippi Regiment.

No. 252.
Report of Lieut. Harvey H. Oribbs, Lumsden’s (Alabama) battery.

BRIDGEPORY, ALA., January 10, 1863.

CApPTAIN: I have the honor to report that on Sunday, December 28,
1862, I was ordered to report for duty with Brigadier General Jackson’s
brigade, by Lieutenant-Colonel [J. H.| Hallouquist, chief of artillery
Ariny of Tennessce, and on Monday morning the general assigned me
a position near Captain Spence’s residence, east of the Lebanon pike,
and at 12 wmidnight T received an order to seud the two rifled pieces of
the battery to General Breckinridge’s headguarters to report, which I
did, under the command of Licutenant Tarrant. He was ordered to
the knoll on the ecast side of Stone’s River, which position was ordered
by Genera! Bragg to he held, as it was a desirable position, from which
place the two guns fired 200 rounds in the first of the engagement.
One of the pieces had been dismounted at Perryville some time ago, and
in the recoil the axle-free gave way. It was replaced by one of the
pieces taken tfrom the enemy. The-two rifled pieces were held in the
reserve until we reached the river. The smooth-bore was kept with
the brigade, and on Tuesday about noon I moved with the brigade to a
position on the left of the Lebanon pike and 1 mile nearer the river.

On Wednesday about noon the section accompanied the brigade across
Stone’s River, when it was hal by General Jackson until it could se-
cure o positiou while the brigade advanced. When the brigade became
engaged, the section took a position on the hill near Cowan’s house, and
near the railroad, aud fired 50 rounds, when the enemy removed the
battery at which we had been firing, and night coming on, I moved
down to the river, and on Thursday took a position again on the right,
where intrenchments were thrown up.

On Friday I joined the brigade on the extreme left near the Wilson-
ville [ Wilkinson or Naghville] pike, and at 12 [o’cloek | that night moved
to the Nashville pike, where the men remained until daylight exposed

SRR = - .:-‘!iﬁ
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to a drenching rain, after which we moved (o the extreme right again,
and at midnight Saturday we moved through Murfreesborough to the
Nashville pike. marched until Sunday evening, exposed again to the
severity of the weather.

The damage done by the firing of the battery—I cannot say what dam-
age was done to the enemy ; it is said that one of the rifled pieces blew
up a caisson. 1 am happy to say that no damage whatever was done
to the battery by the shots of the enemy. The men all behaved with
coolness, and with a determination to do what was in their power to
drive back the enemy of our country.

Respectfully submitted.

HARVEY H. CRIBBS,
First Lieutenant, Commanding Lumsden’s Battery.

No. 253.
Report of Maj. Gen. Patrick K. Clebwrne, C. 8. Army, commanding division.

HEADQUARTERS CULEBURNE'S DIVISION,
HArDEE'S CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESSER,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 31, 1863.

On December 26, 1862, three brigades of my division were stationed
at College Grove, near Laglesville, abont 20 miles west of Murfrees-
borough. The Fourth Brigade, under command of Brig. Gen. 3. A. M.
Wood, was stationed at Triune, 4 miles north of College Grove, on the
Nashville and Shelbyville turnpike.

On the evenin ; of the same day I had information that the enemy had
driven back the cavalry and occupied Nolensville, in my front.

During the night I received orders from General Hardee, who had
gone in person to the front, to have everything in readiness for a move-
ment and to be preparved for any emergency. I also received instruce-
tions as to the roads to be taken by my train and fighting force, respect-
ively, in case of a retreat on Murfreesborough.

Early on the morning of the 27th, I received orders from the same
source to take up a position on the tuarnpike about 1 mile north of my
encampment. While making this disposition, I received orders from
General Hardee to move the three brigades with me to Murfreesborongh
by the routes previously decided upon; also that Wood’s brigade would
remain at Triune and assist General Wharton’s cavalry to retard the
farther advance of the enemy.

For the proceedings of Wood’s brigade under this order, I respectfully
refer you to the report of Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Wood, herewith trans-
mitted.

I immediately moved as directed; marched all day, part of it over a
miserable road and through a cold, drenching rain, and encamped after
nightfall on the Salem turnpike, within 1 mile of Stone’s River.

Ou the morning of tne 28th, General Hardee ordered me to form line
of battle north of Murfreeshorough and east of Stone’s River, my line
to face north, its left resting on the river, its right near the Lebanon
turnpike, 800 or 1,000 yards in rear of a line already occupied by Breck-
iridge’s division.

Wood’s brigade, falling back slowly before General McCook’s army
corps. impeding his advance wherever oppor tunity offered, finally reached
Stone’s River and rejoined the division on the morning of the 29th.
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av. inactive. in line of battle until the evening of the 30th, when I
n@ﬂoﬂmﬁ&_mw%m_.m mc move from the H..._.u::r, to Epm. left of the m.nE.”,,. .?EWE%M
at the fording place on Stone’s Iiver, I received orders to remain m_anr
until General Hardee bad examined the ground and QmﬁmnEﬂwmﬁ kS.M
position. It was dark when stafl’ officers were sent Lo order me wns ar¢
and show me my position. The passage of the river in Ea E.m,:‘ s:wm
attended with many difficalties, and my whole division was :wa n WOE.
tion before midpight. As well as I could judge mﬂ_oB. E:y” rmEc‘ :M%_.
my line was a ?,aocm_.@aocag am_m m:w? of Cheatham’s line, and was

Y500 yards in rear of McCown’s division.
ou%%%nuwmmmu midnight I received an order from General Hardee, on

which I based and issued the following circular, viz:

i i i i i i to move upon
ades will have their respective commands in readiness C Je
HEMMwMW%m%ﬁﬂmmw“ clock this morning. The several commands will fall intoline with.

out signal of bugle or drum.

davlieht 1 formed line, placing Poll’s brigade, with Calvert’s
vp.WMMwﬂooc m”:% right; Johnsow’s brigade, with Darden’s cpﬁ_@_ﬂf :m MWM
center, and Liddell’s brigade, with the Warren Light bﬁg %u.?mn :
manded by Lieutenant [H.] Shannon, on the left. 4400@% E% ﬁﬁ@ﬁ [
placed a short distance in rear of Polk’s. This brigade Eyﬁ no ba cMow
in the fight, its battery (Semple’s, of six Napoleon m:zmuw m:m.um.a oh
detached the day before to support Hanson’s brigade, of Brec %mﬂwm%a
division, and having remained with that brigade on the right o
o i i tillery, T ordered
account of the absence on duty of my chief of artillery, 1 orde ;
Eu@ wEom of ordnance (Captain [T. R.] Moﬁo_:hmmv to w.“ﬁu as oﬂmw m:. n:.m
tillery, and Robert [D.] Smith, ordnance officer of Polk’s brigade, to ac¢
ag divisi rdnance officer.
@vmﬂﬁwwwomoﬁw yet clear day when 1 received orders from @mwoﬁwﬂm ardee
to advance. Swinging to the right as I moved forward, I rapl a..m .am:ﬂ
municated these instructions to brigade commanders, caused J# ?SZO
to load. and moved forward, stepping short upon the szua and 4 wzco,u
the left, so as to swing round my left as directed. oﬁuﬁ.@_ O:m@w %E &
left did not move forward at the same moment as my i ght, m_:m _MG; :wm.
jon, inclining to the leit as it advanced, a gap ﬁum moo:m_s.ﬁ ﬁﬂ ;Swmu,.
us. which General Hardee directed General Wood’s c—.._mp, e S. 3 .w
émc_a division (Semple’s battery E.woo?m&. WaS NOW mbg muoﬁ_m.m :.m_ , ﬂ%m cﬁ
battle, gradnally wheeling to the right as it advanced. My left ha mca
moved half a mile when heavy firing commenced near its front, mMM%can
to be McOown’s division engaging the enemy. A few Bo:waﬁm_m EogN
and the enemy’s skirmishers opened fire along the right and le nm__m.
of my division, indicating that Em.napg of being a second line Jmnﬁtwom wum.
MecCown’s division, I was, in reality, the foremost line on this mww 0
the field, and that MeCown’s line had unaccountably disappeare HEM
my front. Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward, and I Eowmm
on. continuing the difficult wheel under fire, through & Mowwﬁw cu :%
with numerous fences and thickets. There was a greatb rmﬁc?ﬂ.oﬁma
ing and improper opening out in the center of my line. ; olk’s wg
Johnson’s brigades had to be moved by the mm_uwu,,Eo._.d 4 w: owm s
regain their true positions. Driving baclk the enemy’s skirmis maw.m e
face of a heavy fire of shot and shell, I @zoonaggm his first mm i _E
of battle at an average distance of Sumﬁm.mo:«.gm of a E_E.w.cﬁ t. m,mﬁ.\mwm
of my bivouac of last night. The left of this line (opposite V Wo 5 an :
Poll’s brigades) stretehed through a large cedar brake .wuag right Acmwwm
site Liddell’s and Johnson’s) through open ground. many parts
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the brake the enemy found natural br works of limestone rock, In
the open ground he covered most of his line behind a string of feunce.
Opposite my left, where the ground was open, a second line of the enemy,
supported by arfillery, could be seen a short distance in rear of his first.
Here was my first important fight of the d It extended along my
whole line, and was participated in by M) de, of MeCown's
division, which had been placed on my left, and which a few moments
before had surprised and driven the enemy from the ground over which
my left had passed. The fight was short and bloody, lasting about
twenty-five minutes, when the enemy gave way, both in the cedars and
open ground, and fled back on his second line, which was imniediately
encountere:l in the woods, pastures, and open ground in rear of his
former position. His second line soon gave way, and b:*h went off to-
gether. My first fight may besaid to have ended here. 1's results were
important.

The Eighth Arkansas, of Liddell’s brigade, captured two stand of
colors. They were handed to Colonel [John H.| Kelly on che field by
Private James Riddle, of Company C, and Corpi. N. A. Horu, ol Com-
pany BE. In the rapid pursuit which followed, Colonel Kelly conld not
carry them ; they were left on the field, and, | fear, appropriated by some
person who had no title to them.

The Second Arkansas [Infantry|, of Liddell’s brigade, again encoun-
tered and defeated the Twenty-second Indiana (the same ment it had
80 severely handled at the battle of Perryville), wounding and capturing
its lieutenant-colonel. This brigade also captured tworifled cannon, with
suitable ammunition ; these Lientenant Shanuon added rto his battery,
and used on the enemy at subsequent periods of the battle. In Johnson’s
brigade, the Seventeenth Tennessee charged and captured a battery of
four guns. In Wood’s Drigade, the Sixteenth Alabama wounded and
captured the colonel and killed the Lieutenant-colonel and major of the
One hundred and first Ohio. My losses were very severe, especially on
my left wing, where Johnson’s and LiddelVs brigades saffered more than
in all the subsequent fighting of the day. In Johnson’s brigade, Colonel
[A. 8.] Marks, of the Seventeenth Tennessce (one of the best officers
in the division), was severely wounded. Major [H. C.] Ewin, Forty-
fourth Tennessee, was mortally wounded. Colonel [Moses] White and
Lieutenant-Colonel %W D.] Frayser, Thirty-seventh Tennessee, were
wounded. Colonel [J, M.] Hughs, Twenty-fifth Teunessee, was wounded.
In Polk’s brigade, Majors [C. H.| Carlton and [R. A.| Duncan, Fifteenth
and Thirteenth Arkansas, were wounded. Iu Wood’s brigade, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel [A. H.] Helvenston and Major [J. H.| McGanghy, Sixteenth
Alabama, were wounded. In all, ninefield officers, and a proportionate
nuw ber of company officers, non-commissioned office and privates
were killed or wounded in this fight.

My division was now engaged in a rapid, but not very orderly, pur-
suit of the enemy, which was continued until a fresh line of his infantry
and artillery came in view. This line was drawn ap on the seuth side of,
and parallel to, the Wilkinson turnpike, its right vesting in open woods,
its left in open fields. It checked or pushed back portions of my com-
mand, whieh, in the ardor of pursuit, had advanced beyond the general
line. My whole division (the right of Johnson’s brigade, which had de-

layed to replenish its ammunition, excepted) again engaged the enemy.
Advauncing steadily in the face of a heavy fire of infantry and artillery,
Liddell’s brigade, and the Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson's hrigade,
drove back the enemy’s right. Wood’s and Polk’s brigades encountered
a more obstinate and protracted resistance to the open fields where they
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fought;; but here, too, success again rewarded _,:._._ _:\._.M..z”..__.ﬂ,m_ M M._ __”,cw___.
‘u : 1 T S a 3 1 1 r,. & { M-A ﬁ e
The enemy were driven Mﬁ_.;ﬂ.& rﬁ:, e_”N_:M,____A_v,_,.,_V_““ zﬂ_:ﬂ., n ] o A
sy woods and heavy cedar brake on the side. is fight
M__“_Ew 2 :cm.._,:im. nearly 1,000 prisoners, a train of mp_:_w:”__:“”“__ﬂ“ ‘.”___.mmmmd
' niece of artillery, 3 or 4 caissous, and 2 wagons loaded w
1 piece of artillery, 3 or 4 caissous, and 2 wagons o Sk sl
.:_W:.em The Federal General [1. W.] Sill was r::,._ n¢ ,..._ _:_:w.i_ MWM
._:.c.:\:.....?. The Seventeenth Tennessee, of ._:_:_.m:: 5 ..:r.:.. ,“..p_ _.n:.:_
mr.,n.c:; A ‘kansas, of Liddell's brigade, ccs_._c_:_. for the honor of having
first, captured the hospital and killed General Sill. o
My line was now far advanced beyond that of Withers al d..,‘__s...i. .
[ began to discover from the mi:ms at __41:_”.%“;:”# u_c“.ﬁ ,_,.mwﬁcu, e
4 2 s s center s right wing a y
ight flank of the enemy’s center 3 ming. Bl e che
HM_:}E_ to a heavy enfilading fire as they az.,#?{.._ ____,_.“3.,\___»m_h“”__wﬂ“:_.::ww
he t ike from : v tery planted near the nort ,
the turnpike from a powerful battery planted Ehe x o
pike. :_E:..:: Hotehkiss, acting chief of artillery, _,_..z..ﬁ_h __vm:wo_m.m.w%m
[J. H.] Calvert’s batteries in position, and boldly :.“,?:... ed the ;, e
and Lri_ artillery of the enemy. w_ﬂc:%m._:._.E::.,,::/. Sﬁm “.w%_ﬂm Eoﬂ.ﬁ_
to get a fresh supply of ammunition, .:_.E.s; ;..:;_.::.w o *.on.amma
forward, but was forced by the enfilading fire to ::a.:huu_ ,_, J .\::, E.W E
on his first battalion, so as to place “:m :._:... at “__ b___._;.._.H“_, »Wm.a ::,. o
i shws y i s advanced and attacke LU
and facing eastwardly. This done, he Al BULANEBL e
m.:ém of the battery, while HotehKiss, though greatly _c,:.u._%nwoﬁ_mn_.w
number and caliber of guns, continued to fire on :_H‘u,_.:.._ ,—‘_5,5?.5
abandoned the position, leaving several pieces of .~ : ,r..:._w Ext ks
Oonfederate and First Arkansas passed through an :.,c%._ _._. '8 wm
and fairly deserve the honor of having captured them. . .\"._ or _. M
Hawkins, of the Eleventh Kentucky, commanding a ...ﬂ“__ea Z.._ﬂm.._dm
was w::..: by the First Arkansas [Infantry]| during ::z.:x,ﬂ Woisiar b
of the enfilading fire, Brigadier-General Polk again changes g
esumed his original line of @a.ﬁ:_c:. . N _ ,
_, In the mean time Wood’s brigade had c:,::,, up .r__:__. _m.._. \_r.# %.zw_wﬂmm sww,
: t of ’s brigade. Johnson’s brigade had @ 0me up,
me to the left of Polk’s brig i e
i 5. hi oree - the enfilading fire to chang :
and, like Polk’s. had heen forced by  fire fochange o
I had ordered Brigadier-General Johnson to :::.: _.:M?__wﬁ“wﬁ M“Mwﬁm
company of sharpshooters and advance on :_:.. _....__.,r___.w_.z::. ac_.c:, :..m I
ime the firing ceased, and scovere
ance ; but just at this time the firing ) R _ 1
emy _,::_ been driven back, as before stated. __ J_g.,.____ F,‘_th@:_wﬁ_vﬁmm_ﬂmmm
or \ advane rrespond with Polk’s, :
jon of Johnson’s advance to correspo Police, amd_fover
“z.ﬁx_go on the right of Poll’s, whose mzs_z (_,.:_.: ag __:w __.mrﬂ:;:ﬁ me%ww
ith . "On examination, I found the enemy had made @ ;
with the enemy. On examination, I 10  enet £ dh
atand in a heavy cedar brake north of the ..2 _.:::.;:: _:_:.~H #\:._m ﬁﬂw%ﬁw
of where my __._m.__;_ crossed it. He had again found natura _:.mv, e
of limestone rock, and covered most of his line ::E:.._ :ﬂz.:mn‘m,a_m_wwam
an obstinate and destructive resistance, duving which MJ o i wii
suffered a severe repulse ; but he was finally W:m._ﬂw.wn»”; ,..::w‘ ﬁ.d_w.m,...rmma
dars. Tow: > of this fight, Smith’s brigade, Cheat-
the cedars. Toward the close of this y Drigs ) )
ham’s division, under command of c:_..m:c_ _.>_ J.] Vaughan, [jr.] came
i aterial assistance.
on my left and rendered us material assis e v, ]
E.m: ::M mm_:,.mo_.ms@:w Lovin, of the Third Confederate Regiment, .ﬂ
Wood’s :1@;9 captured a stand of colors, which I _:J\H.,..,,_ﬁ‘_ _u :,,”Emw:mf
Lieut. Col. Don MeGregor, of the First Arkansas, fell :.:_.E_ ) AMA__W_._ SH
and Major [J. T.] McReynolds, the last field officer of the Thirty-seven
ennessee, was mortally wonnded. ) B A
5 The ccu_u:swz_:_m officersof Brigadier-General Wood’s regi _:o_.;m .,mwwm
reported their ammunition expended ; he moved the brigade in ?3.0 e
Wilkinson pike to procure a supply. While there information reac
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teneral Hardee that the enemy was threatening our left lank, and he
ordered Wood's brigade to remain in the rearand proteet the trains. This

as the smallest brigade 1 had, numbering on the morning of the fight,
not over 1,100 ofticers and men. It was without a battery, as before
explained ; was on the extreme right of my line (fhe most exposed posi-
tion) up to the time of crossing the pike, and at this time did not num-
her 500,

The enemy was now driven out of the eedars in our front, but to the
ight of my division he still remained undisturbed, and as 1 again at-
tempted to advance I found myseif flanked on the right and again ex-

posed toan enfilading fire. T therefore determined to advance on a line

tarther to the left, and where my right flank wo not be so fearfully
exposed. With this view, L ordered Geuneral Johnson to move his brigade
to the left, where Liddell’s brigadc would again counect with him.

But here it would be proper to give a statement of the doings of Lid-
dell’s brigade since last mentioned as having driven back a line of the
enemy on the south side of the Wilkinson pike. While my other brigades
inclined to the right, as stated. Brigadier-General Liddell moved diago-
nally to the left for a considerable distance throngh open woods. He met
the enemy on the far edge of these woods and drove him over the erest
of the high ground beyond.  Throwing forward skivmishers, it was found
he had made another stand in the valley of Overall’s Creek, 400 or 500
yards beyond thecrest.  Liddell moved his battery to thecrestand drove
him back until he disappeaved from view behind the embankment of the
Nashville railroad. From the high point where his battery now was, Lid-
dell was in full view of the Nashville turnpike and the enemy’s trains.
He opened with his artillery on one portion of the train, while General
Wharton, with the cavalry, charged another. The trains disappeared in
liaste and confusion. At this time Liddell’s brigade was the extreme left
of the infantry of the army, and there was a gap of three.quarters of a
mile between his right and the left of the other portion of the division.
I determined to unite the division opposite this gap and advance. I
ordered Johnson to move on the left of Polk’s brigade, and at the same
time sent orders to Brigadier-General Liddell to move his brigade by the
right flank until he had reconnected with Johnson’s hrigade.

Wihile these commands were being executed, | met a brigade of Me-
Cown’s division retreating in great disorder. [ th.uk this brigade must
have attempted to advance through (he gap in my division and been
repulsed.

By moving inward and uniting in the gap mentioned, my division
again advanced on a line midway between the diverging lines which the
two portions had before parsued. 1 adv: with four brigades, dis-
posed asfollows: Pollds brigade on ( dell’s on the Jeft, Smith's
brigade, of Chieatham’s division, the right center, Johnson’s (he left cen-
ter. 1 bad not moved 100 yards when Liddells brigade became hotly
engaged with a line of the enemy drawn up across a neck of woods and
prolonged into the fields on each side. This, I thir k, was a continuation
to the left of the same line which my other brigades had defeated farther
to the right, or it may have been the line which had caused the repulse
of McCown’s division (just mentioned) and which was pursuing. How-
ever this be, Liddell met the enemy he vaged in the most
obstinately contested and (to the enemy) most destruetive ight which
had yet occurred. Not until Liddell had closed within 25 paces ot him
would the portion of his line in the woods give way.

Coionel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas, and Colonel [S. G.| Smith, of
ths Sixth and Seventh Arkansas. were wounded here.
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Company F. This soldier was too badly wounded to carry his gun. He
asked to be allowed to carry the colors, and did so through the rest of
the day. Three color-bearers had been shot down previously. In Sixth
and Seventh Arkansas: Captain [J. W.] Martin, Lieutenant [J. Al]
Reeves, and Captain (8. C.] Brown, ever foremost in leading their men ;
Captains [J. G.] Fletcher, wé.. E.] Wilkerson, and [M. M.] Duffie
mwawsummn: Sergeant-Major Eddins, Sergeaut Bratton, Company H ;

rivate Hulse, Company K ; the color-bearer, whose name has not been
furnished to me.

Johnsow’s Brigade—In Twenty-fifth Tennessee: Capt. A. Green,
Company G; Capt. G. H. Swope, Company H; First Lieut. D. S.
Walker, Company D. In Forty-fourth Tennessee: Maj. H. O. Ewin
and Capt. Samuel Stiles, Company A ; Adjt. R. G. Cross, Lieutenants
[F. M.] Kelso, Company B; [J. W.] Dickins, Company O; [W. H.]
Gibbs, Company F; A. P. Forester, Company K (wounded); Color-
Sergt. M. J. Turner and Corpl. L. S. Berry, Company I (wounded);
Corpl. John W. Gill, Company F (killed) ; Privates J. D. Stone, Com-
pany B; 8. G. Heflin, Company C (killed); B. P. Hargroves, Company
Ii (wounded) ; James D. Crenshaw, Company H (wounded), and J. M.
Sellers, Company K. In Twenty-third Tennessee: Oapt. N. R. Allen,
Company E; Capt. W. H. Harder, Company G ; Privates Henry C.
Haynes, Company E, and Stephen M. Foster, Company C. In Seven
teenth Tennessee : Adjt. James [B.] Fitzpatrick.

I wish to call particular attention to the gallant conduct of Sergt.
William N. Cameron, color-bearer of Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regiment.
In the last fight he advanced in front of his regiment so far that when
it fell back he was unable to follow, and was captured. He tore the
colors from the staff, concealed them upon his person, and made _his
escape from Bowling Green, bringing with him the flag of the Twenty-
fifth Tennessee Regiment.

In conclusion, I would state that I carried into the fight 6,046 men
out of which I lost 2,081 killed, wounded, and missing. ’

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. R. CLEBURNE,

Major- .
Maj. T. B. Roy, . ol
Olief of Staff, Hardee's Corps.
No. 254.
Report of Brig. Gen. Lucius B. Weaﬁ.. 0. 8. Army, commanding First Bri-
gade.

HEADQUARTERS POLK’S BRIGADE,
January 13, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to circular of January 10, I submit the following
Emﬁé of the operations of my brigade in the battle before Murfreesbor-
ough :

My brigade was arranged in the following order from left to right:
Fifth Confederate, First Arkansas [Infantry], Second and Fifth Ten-
nessee, and Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkansas Regiments.
~ On the evening of December 30, 1862, I received orders from the divis-
1on comuwaunder to move my brigade from its position (the extreme right
of our line of battle) across Stone’s River to the lefs of General Cheat-
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ham’s division. This having been accomplished by 9 o’clock at night,
1 remained in line of battle until nearly 7 o’clock on the morning of the
31st. At that time I again received orders from division commander to
wheel my command to the right, keeping the right connected with Gen-
eral Cheatham’s left. General Cheatham’s division not moving at same
moment, I found if I attempted to keep with his line 1 should become
separated from the division, then advancing. General Wood,about this
time, having been ordered to my right by Lieutenant-General Hardee,
and General Cheatham having commenced to move up, I continued my
move, gaining ground slightly to the left. About 7.30 o’clock, and before
I had moved more than 700 yards, I received word from Colonel [B.J w.
Hill that my right had commenced to engage the enemy in a grove o

cedars near the old Franklin dirt road. I did not believe at first that
the enemy could be so near us, having understood that we were support-
ing General McCown. Riding to the place, 1 was received by a volley
from the enemy, resulting in the severe wounding of my orderly (Mike
Connell). In afew moments my entire line advanced across the Frank-
lin dirt road, entered this cedar brake, and engaged the enemy all along
the line. In a very short time, by the aid of Captain [J. H.] Calvert’s
battery, we succeeded in driving the enemy out of the cedars in great
confusion. Here Major Carlton, Captain Dixon, and Lieut. William H.
Pearce, Fifteenth Arkansas Regiment, were wounded while gallantly
leading their men.

Following them closely as we could, we encountered them again in a
woods pasture immediately in our front, in direction of Wilkinson Cross-
Roads pike. After a few moments fighting, we succeeded in breaking
their lines, and again they fell back in much confusion. From this posi-
tion, after having reformed my line, I advanced in & line parallel to Wil-
kinson pike, General Wood on my right and General Johnson on my left
en échelon, with the exception of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment
(which was in advance) of his (Johnson’s) brigade. Advancing through
the pasture, the enemy were seen posted across an open field near one
of their hospitals and only a few hundred yards of the pike. My brigade
was obliged to move across this open field with the enemy’s artillery and
infantry playing upon them. This they did most gallantly, causing the
enemy to fall back across the pike under heavy undergrowth of cedars.
Getting possession at this place of four or five ordnance wagons, which
were sent to the rear, I again moved on, but did not proceed far when
the enemy’s batteries, posted across a corn-field on the right of the pike,
commenced playing fearfully upon my ranks. Here Captain [Charles
P.] Moore, Second Tennessee, was killed, and many other officers of that
regiment. (See Colonel [W. D.] Robison’s report.*)

The battery was so placed, by moving straight forward iy line would
have been enfiladed. To prevent this, my brigade was wheeled to the
right. At this time, Captain Hotchkiss sending me word that he had
three batteries that required supporting, I left two of my smallest regi-
ments and moved the rest farther to the left, for the purpose of trying
to move the enemy’s batteries. The Fifth Confederate here first en-
gaged the infantry supporting these batteries, and in a few moments
(the First Arkansas arriving in position) their infantry gave way and
their batteries changed their position, with the exception of four guns
that fell into the hands of the Fifth Confederate and First Arkansas,
and in eagerness of pursuit were passed over.

IF'rom this place I moved on with my brigade, the regiments left in

* Not found.
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On the succeeding days of the fight, little fighting, other than skir-
mishing, occurred until our forces were withdrawn.

Respectfully, yours,
D. C. GOVAN,

Jolonel, Commanding Second Arkansas Regiment.

[Oapt.] G. A. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

WARTRACE, TENN., March 4, 1863.

GENERAL: In accordance with your request, and after making dili-
gent inquiry of the men and officers of my regiment in reference to the
taking of the Yankee hospital near the Wilkinson pike, in the late
battle of Murfreesborough, I beg leave to submit the following state-
ment of facts:

When I made my report, I was under the impression that the right
of my regiment passed on the left of the hospital. I have since been
informed by Captain m_m :.m. Brasher (commanding the right company)
and others that onc-half of this company passed on the right of the
hospital, and a portion of it passed through the yard. One of his men
was killed in the yard, within a few feet of the house, and two others
wounded. Some dozen or more of my regiment were wounded in close
proximity to the hospital. Private Klder, of Company D, Second Ar-
kansas Regiment, left by you fo guard the hospital and prisoners,
stated as follows: That, in obedience to your orders, he and Private
Faidley, of the same company, took possession of the hospital, which
he understood was the residence of a Mr. Griscom. The yard was filled
with Yankee tents and their wounded, together with about 250 prisoners.
Prisoners were continually accumulating there, but were sent to Mur-
freesborough by General Cheatham’s order. He did not see General
Johnson’s brigade until some time after he had been stationed there as a
guard. Your brigade had then passed to the front, and there was no
fighting at or about the hospital after that time.

The body of General 8ill was brought to the hospital about 11 a. m.
He was killed not far from the hospital, near the fence or lane. My
regiment passed, still fighting, immediately over the ground where he
was killed. Private Guest, of Company D, got General Sill’s gloves and
gave them to the captain of his company (Captain Brasher). He states
that General Sill then had his uniform on, which he would have taken,
but it was too large for him.

Private Faidley, of Company D, the man detailed as guard to the
hospital, corroborates the statement of Private Elder, except that he
says that he saw the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, General John-
son’s brigade, come up within 75 yards of the hospital about fifteen
minutes after your brigade passed on.

Very respectfully,
D. C. GOVAN,
Colonel, Commanding Second Arkansas Regiment.

Brig. Gen. S1. JoEN R. LIDDELL.
[Indorsement. ]

GENERAL: The foregoing facts I submit ‘or your consideration, and
am personally familiar with most of them. Until it can be established
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that men from other brigades in our army fell at Griscom’s house, or
hospital, the credit of its capture and the killing of Major-General Sill,
U. 8. Army, should justly belong to the Second Arkansas Regiment.
Respectfully, your obedient servant
ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL,

Brigadier-General,

Major-General [P. R.] CLEBURNE,
Tullahoma, Tenn.

No. 258,
Report of Lieut. Qol. Reuben F. Harvey, Second Arkansas Infantry.

WARTRACE, TENN., March 25, 1863.

I wish to call your attention to a portion of the report of Colonel Floyd
in regard to the capture of the Federal hospital commonly known as the
Jenkins house. Youdiscover from Colonel Floyd’s report that there was
a farm around the hospital, inclosed by fences, running as follows: On
the south side running from southeast to northwest, or nearly so; on the
north side running parallel with the above; a lane passing through the
farm on the west of the hospital, running north and south to the Wilkin-
son pike, the pike running parallel with the fence, and fthat there was a
skirt of woods south of the first-named fence south of the hospital, and
that when his (Colonel Floyd’s) regiment entered this skirt of woods we
were some distance to his left and rear, and that Colonel Keeble says
(whose regiment was between his left and our right) about this time your
brigade passed still farther to the left, and that his line was being en-
filaded by the enemy, who seemed to be on a line with his regiment and
to his left, and that he ordered the “forward” as soon as that line gave
way. He also states that his regiment (the Seventeenth Tennessee) just
before leaving this skirt of woods made a right half-wheel; otherwise
would have passed on the west of the hospital; but [Lieutenant]-Colo-
nel Keeble states that when your brigade was mmmﬂ seen it was moving
to the left, and also states that he passed up the lane and covered the
hospital with three of his companies. This position would have thrown
the Second Arkansas Regiment at least one-quarter of a mile west of the
lane at the time of entering the skirt of woods, which was about a quar-
ter of a mile wide, and after obliquing across this skirt of wood we would
have been at least half a mile west of the lane.

Now, sir, the facts known to me and the officers of the Seeond Arkansas
Regiment are as follows: First, that we drove a line of the enemy from
behind the fences at the south end of thelane referred to and through the
field to the hospital, distance about 250 yards, and beyond the Wilkinson
pike; thata part of the regiment passed up the lane to the hospital, firing
on the enemy retreating ; that we were fired upon from and about the hos-
pital; that we saw the enemy pass the hospital and cross the pike; that
we did, after halting for some time at a fence running west from the hos-
pital, move forward 300 yards beyond the hospital referred to, and then
halted for ammunition. So you see, according to Colonel Floyd’s report,
before leaving the wood he was west of the lane when he moved forward,
made a right half-wheel, and had to cross the fence south of the hospital;
then both fences, making the lane in order to pass on the east of the hos-
pital. Colonel Keeble being on his left, and we (according to his report)
marching still to the left, where could we have gone to?¥ Then, you see,




864 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND 8W. VA. [Crar. XXXIL

we had to march by the right flank about half a mile, then by the left
flank in line of battle, in order that the right of the brigade might cover
the mouth of the lane before entering the tield, unless, however, the colo-
nel will deny we approached the hospital by this route, which no man
on earth need to deny. Did you, sir, make such a movement as that?
No, sir; you pushed your brigade upon the enemy in a run, as straight
forward as the nature of the case would admit, without any perceptible
change of speed or direction until your ammunition became exhausted.
You know that if any change of direetion had been made up to this time
it was to the right, as you know that General Hardee came to our lines
early in the morning, and ordered a general change of direction to the
right, which was made by your brigade so far as to lap oune or more of the
regiments of General Johnson’s brigade. This, however, was correeted
before any general engagement took place. The brigade rested at the
pike about three-quarters of an hour, when General Johnson’s brigade
moved up and formed on our right. I do not say the Seventeenth Ten-
nessee Regiment had not arrived up to this time to the position referred
to in Colonel Floyd’s report.

With reference to the capture of the Federal hospital, I should dislike
for it to amount to a question of veracity ; but it seems strange to me that
the hospital had been surrendered by the violent waving of a white flag,
as Colonel Floyd states, a half hour before we arrived, and then our men
were falling right and left from a fire coming from and about the hos-
pital, and that we should drive a heavy column of the enemy through
and from the field and yard, which he had passed half an hour before,
and yet we were half an hour behind, according to Colonel Floyd’s re-
port. I would further add, that line repulsed from behind the fence,
south of the hospital, which was in a position to enfilade General John-
son’s brigade, was certainly much nearer the hospital than Colonel
TFloyd, as Colonel Keeble was on his left, and between the Seveunteenth
Tennessee and Second Arkansas Regiments. Colonel Keeble states that
we were going to his left, which would certainly throw Colonel Floyd
considerably to our right; also shows that we repulsed the enfilading
line; at the same time proves that we preceded him to the hospital, or
that he ran over and left a heavy column of the enemy at the fence, all
of whom were mad men, well armed and unhurt, or that he passed con-
siderably to the right of the hospital and left this line in his rear—which
he did not do, for in his report he states he ordered the * forward”
when his enfilading line gave way, and I know, and a just God at his
bar will prove to Colonel Floyd and his officers that we were not half
an hour or fifteen minutes getting to that hospital from the time we
entered the skirt of wood. 1 further add, that after we halted some
time at the hospital, behind the fence running west from the hospital,
General Liddell ordered his men out of the yard, where the Federals
were about 250 in number, into line, looking for a charge of the enemy’s
cavalry from our left, and, on entering the yard a short time after halt-
ing, three Confederate prisoners, who said they were captured the day
previous, reported to me.

I hope no honor due the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment will ever
be seized by the Second Arkansas Regiment. We have confidently
looked upon them as worthy and brave fellow-soldiers (which they de-
serve to be called) in the day of battle, and if they captured the Fed-
eral hospital referred to, or passed it half an hour before we did, that
everything that is glorious be inscribed upon their banner, for they are
insensible of danger and tearless of numbers, and noted for speed as
well as cool courage, to have advanced their colors and general guides,
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formed @ correct line, and obtained a supply of ammunition from the
enemy’s own wagons between the lines of his proud legions, and no sup-
port nearer than twenty minutes’ run; but Colonel Floyd would do well
to obtain more proof before asserting that no Confederate troops had
reached the hospital before his regiment, for there was a sufficient force
there when we approached it to have annihilated any three companies;
but if he did capture the hospital, may the future establish the fact or
prove otherwise, and satisfy him, as well as the just tribunal into whose
hands this may fall, that I am his friend and fellow-soldier.
R. F. HARVEY,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdyg. Second Arkansas Eegiment.

General LIDDELL.
[Indorsement. ]

HEADQUARTERS LIDDELL'S BRIGADE,
Mareh 25, 1863.

Respectfully forwarded.

It is possible that there is a mistake as to the identity of the Yankee
hospital. The one taken by the Second Arkansas Regiment was called
the Griscom house. If, however, the Jenkins hospital and the Griseom
house are one and the same, and General Jolinson claims its capture by
the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, then I do not understand why the
enemy was left still in possession of it, with a long line of battle stretch-
ing westward, with which my brigade had to contend, and finally drive
away with musketry and cannon shot. In this affair I certainly must
atbach some eredit to the evidences of my own senses, that, too, corrob-
orated by my field and regimental officers; but if these prove unavail-
ing, I have nothing more to say. I see that General J[ohnson] refers
the subject to the Secretary of War in his indorsement on Lieutenant-
Colonel Floyd’s report. I shall be satisfied to let our elaim rest with
the division commander, who, it is presumed, is familiar with all the
facts and persons interested, and if it should be in the way of General
J[ohnson]’s glory, I am willing to let it go without further contention,
however well assured I am, nevertheless, of what is due my brigade.

ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL,
Brigadier-General.

No. 2569.
Report of Lieut. Col. John B. Murray, Fifth Arkansas Infantry.

EsTiLL SPRINGS, TENN.,
January T, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of December 31,
1862, after having bivonacked the previous night on the right bank ot
Stone’s River about 2 miles from the town of Murfreesborough, Tenn.,
my command, with the other regiments of Liddell’s brigade, was moved
forward, gradually changing direction to the right as we moved for-
ward. At about the hour of 7.30 a. m. we came in sight of the enemy,
strongly posted with artillery and infantry in the edge of a piece of
woods about 200 yards in our front, who immediately opened a well-
directed and most deadly fire upon our advancing line. My command
balted and immediately commenced returning the fire, and for about
twenty minutes the command remained in an open field, exposed to a
most deadly fire of artillery and infantry. At the end of this time the
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it proper to submit a more winute statement of facts touching the mat
ter at issue than was contained in my report of that battle,

When I ceased fiving at my second position, which was about 14 miles
in rear of the hospital, the brigade charged and captured the battery re-
ferred to in my report, and continued to advance rapidly in the direction
of the hospital. I moved the battery promptly to the front and left
about 1,200 yards, and took position to prevent the enemy’s c: valry from
getting in rear of the brigade. 1 was detained here some fifteen minutes,
but did not fire on the cavalry, as I had some doubt as to their being
Federal; at the same time I replenished my ammunition chests The
cavalry disappeared, and I moved to the right and fron through the
open field, and thence forward through a narrow strip of woods into a
cotton-field in rear of the hospital. I found the brigade posted behind
a fence, the right resting at the hospital. General Liddell in person in-
dicated the position for the battery, which was posted 50 or 60 yards in
rear of the brigade, and about 60 or 70 yards to the rear and left of the
hospital, on the left, and within 20 yards of the lane running from the
Wilkinson pike to the rear of the hospital. From this position I fired
18 or 20 rounds to the piece, driving the enemy from his position behind
the fence running parallel to the Wilkinson pike, when the brigade
moved rapidly forward in pursnit into the woods across the pike.

I remained in this position at least twenty minutes after the brigade
bad advanced, when General Liddell, returning from the front in search
of his ordnance train, directed me to seek a position to the right. 1 moved
across the lane to the right of the hospital, and, when opposite thereto,
halted to receive ammunition from two of my limbers, which had Jjust
come up. At this moment General B. R, Johnson rode up to me. I saw
a regiment of his brigade at a halt, the left resting at a horse lot, about
80 or 100 yards to the right and front of the hospital, with the right of the
regiment somewhat to the rear, or, rather, at almost a right-wheel from
our proper front. Finding a confused state of affairs to my right, I moved
forward through the regiment and to the left and front to the Wilkinson
pike, in order to rejoin the brigade, which was in the advance. I saw a
namber of dead and wounded Federals in the cotton-field and lane, and
near the line house and hospital ; also a large number of prisoners in the
hospital yard.

Sergt. John MeMullen states that it was here he was severely wounded
in the chest by a minie ball, and not at the position last oceupied by the
battery, as stated in my report. I also lost 4 horses killed and disabled.

All of which is most respectfully submitted.

H. SHANNON,
Lieutenant, Commanding Swett’s Battery.
Capt. G. A. WILL1AMS, Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 264.

Report of Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. Johnson, O. 8. Army, commanding Third
Brigade.

HpQrs. JOENSON’S BRIG., [THIRD,] CLEBURNE'S D1v.
HARDEE’S CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 15, 1863.
Sir: I respectfully submit the following reporf of the part taken in
the action before Murfreesborough on December 31, 1862, Ly the brigade
under my command
In the first position taken by Major-General Cleburne’s division at
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Murireeshorougl, on Sunday, December 28, this brigade was .26 ma.:osz
one from the ex we vight of the second line ; was north of Murfrees-
borough and alittle west of the Lebanon pike. Though there had been
skirmishing with artillery and small-arws, no regular engagement had
taken place between our troops and those of the enemy up to the night
of December 30, - I

Late in the evening of thisday my brigade, with the others of Major-
Jeneral Cleburne’s division, was moved f{rom the extreme right to the
extreme left of the second line of battle, in order to support Major-Gen-
eral McCown’s division, which formed the extreme left of the first line.
My brigade consisted of five regiments, whose position from right to
left, and whose strength, respectively, on the morning of the battle in
front of Murfreesborough, were as follows:

General and staff...... ........ et 6
37th Tennossee, Col. Moses White.... 225
44th Tennesses, Col. John [5.] Fulton.... coeae soceescens same s samnns saennnns _.w.ow
95th Tennessee, Col Jolin M. HuohS . .00 s.covie comcimiaan sare s nmannens waas 00
17th Tennesses, Col, A. S, Marks . c..iceieeieeiacaniccinacaccansnsscans caae BIB
930 Tenneases, Licut. Col. B. H, Keeble. ., s ot s e v R
Darden’s DALY o vaerourcseniea s cmvans asamtsiesmraeeres weee s rssenas L 70

Strength of brigade taken into aotion . .....oooeiiiiiinann, S

The Jefferson Artillery (four guns), commanded by Capt Putnam Dar-
den, having beew on detached service with Brigadier-General [S. A. M.]
Wood’s brigade, reported for duty with my command on the morning
of December 31 and moved with my brigade. My brigade was posted
between Brigadier-General Liddell’s brigade (which was on the extreme
left of our line) and the brigade of Brig. Gen. L. [E.] Polk.

At early dawn, on the last day of the old year, 1862, a year so full of
bloody records, our line was formed, running north and south on the
west side of the West Fork of Stone’s River, my left resting on the lane
leading up to the MeCullouch house.  The order was immediately given
to advance in support of Major-General McCown’s division, by wheeling
the whole of our division to the right. i

My brigade moved first over open fields up a ne_:,r._."._z....:_e for m_._uoﬂ.ma
1,200 yards, when we reached the summit of the slope, with my left within
about 150 yards of the Triune road. Here the enemy’s balls from cannon
and small-arms fell around and in our ranks. Though we had moved
out on the second line to support Major-General MeCown’s division, it
became evident that there was here nothing before us but the enemy,
whose sharpshooters were posted at the fence and in the woods along the
north side of the Triune road. We therefore prepared to take our place
in the first line. I ordered out skirmishers in front of each regiment,
halting and correcting the right of my line, which had been somewhat
broken in passing through a small thicket in the field. Col. Moses
White and Lieutenant-Colonel [IR. .| Frayser, of the Thirty-seventh,
and several men of the Forty fourth Tennessee Regiment, were here
wounded before we had fired a gun.  Major [J. T.] McReynolds, a faith-
fal and brave officer, then took command of the Thirty -seventh Regi-
ment Tennessee Volunteers.

Our skirmishers now drove the enemy from the fence and border of
the woods, and the brigade advanced to the Triane road in a beautiful
line, completing the wheel to the right. My command was here moved
ta the left on the road, to give room to Brigadier-General Polk’s brigade.

In front of the left wing of the Twenty-fifth Regiment Tennessee Vol
unteers there was, at this time, o lane ruuning nearly perpendicular to
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the Triune road ; and with a narrow opening on the right of this lane
there was on either side a cedar glade.  The brigade advanced into the
glade, and, passing it under a warm five on the right wing, it entered a
wide corn-field on the left and a narrow field on the right of the lane.
The conflict now became very severe—perhaps as much so as at any
period during the day.

Immediately in front of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, and to
the right of a small thicket, was a battery of four guns—afterward found
to be a Michigan battery—supported by a heavy force of infantry.
Tarther to the left was posted a second battery. As soon as the bri-
gade entered upon the open ground it was exposed to a very heavy fire
of grape, shells, and bullets. The Twenty-fifth Regiment, on the right
of the lane, was especially exposed to a flank fire of the enemy’s battery.
The Seventeenth advanced steadily to within 150 yards of the battery,
halted, and engaged the enemy most gallantly and efficiently for some
time. Captain Darden’s battery at the same time took position on the
south side of the field, and with admirable skill poured in a well-di-
rected fire of shell, shrapnel, and solid shot over the heads of our men
upon the battery and infantry in front of my left wing, which soon
silenced the enemy’s pieces. The Seventeenth then charged and took
the battery of four guns in front of it, having, with the aid of the artil-
lery, killed eight men of the battery and many horses, and having
wounded the captain and a number of his men and damaged one of his
pieces.

As our men advanced, Captain Darden moved his battery to the left
and engaged the enemy’s battery on the left of the small thicket, which
finally moved back from its position. After continuing the fire for a time
from the open fields upon the enemy now in the woods beyond, the
Seventeenth again charged and gained the woods, where a stubborn
resistance continued to be offered by the enemy, who took shelter be-
hind trees and logs. Still the Seventeenth pushed rapidly forward,
driving the enemy until its left was exposed to an enfilading fire from
the enemy, who oceupied a fence some 60 yards to theleft. The Twenty-
third Tennessee Regiment, in conjunction with the right of Brigadier-
General Liddell’s brigade, now approached in good time, and gallantly
relieved the Seventeenth from this flank fire, enabling it to pass forward
and drive the enemy from the woods.

On the right of the lane, where the Twenty-fifth, Forty-fourth, and
Thirty-seventh Tennessee Regiments passed, there was mueh less open
ground than on the lett. When the enemy gave way in the field on the
left of the lane, they fell rapidly back to the woods, and were soon driven
from this cover; but on the right of the lane my right wing had to ad-
vance much more slowly against artillery and infantry, and gradually
drive the enemy step by step, without the aid of artillery, through
woods almost equal in extent to the woods and open ground on the left.
The consequence was, that the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment gained
the open field beyond the woods and advanced to the woods bevond the
Federal hospital before my right had got through the woods in which
this profracted struggle took place. This struggle on the right was
maintained by our troops with the same gallantry and persistency as
by those on the left, thongh that struggle presented not the same variety
of phases in the former as in the latter. A battery of the enemy’s artil-
lery was posted in the corn-field in advance of the woods on the right
of the lane. This battery was removed before our troops passed out of
the woods,

The first serious conflict in which my brigade was engaged in this
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battle may be considered as closing here, More than half of the whole
logs of this brigade, in my opinion, occurred in this conflict. .452::;
attempting (o enumerate the loss inmen, it 1s known that in F.:sm and
wounded the Forty fourth lost here its major, 8 officers, and its color-
bearer; the Seventeenth lost its colonel, ..E.:.:,...E_. and 12 company
officers ; the Twenty-fifth lost it colonel and G company officers ; ._.bm
Twenty-thizd lost 2 officers ; the Thirty-seventh lost its colonel and lieu-
tenant.colonel. One of my staff was also wounded by a shell. The
command of the Seventeenth devolved on Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd, and
that of the Twenty-fifth on Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis, after E:. co_cwm_m
of these regiments were wounded, which was early in this fight. Colo-
nel [A. S.] Marks, ef the Seventeenth Regiment, advanced ﬁ.:_:,w m_mrﬂ_
of the battery, afterward taken by liis regiment, and exclaimed, “Boys!
do you see that battery ! It is ours, isit not 1t was, however, taken
after he was wounded. )

After clearing the woods, the Seventeenth Regiment was fired on by
the enemy stationed in and about the cotton-gin, about 70 yards in w_”owa
of a large Federal hospital. One piece of artillery was cs.wm-ém& just
on the left of the hospital and a battery of four guns m.co.i, 300 yards to
its right. This battery was playing on the woods occupied by the right
of the brigade, and an undulation in the ground served to conceal from
it the movements of the Seventeenth Regiment, while that .Emuﬂoba
passed some 50 yards to its rear and about 150 yards from its right.
The fire of the enemy in and about the cotton-gin was returned by the
Seventeenth Regiment, killing and wounding several of the enemy, and
the conflict was kept up on both sides until the regiment had passed
the hospital, seven companies passing to the right of the :omv_ma and
three to the left. The enemy was now observed forming at a distance
of several hundred yards in front. The battery on the right moved off
about this time, leaving behind one piece of artillery. ‘When our troops
approached the hospital, a second flag was raised, and a man came out
with another, a white flag, which he waved with much energy. A large
number of prisoners had been passed in the woods, with whom our men
were prohibited from leaving the field, and a number were captured with
the hospital. The Seventeenth also captured here two wagons, well
loaded with ammunition for small arms, and the cannon on the left of
the hospital. It will he observed that the lane which separated my right
from my left wing, and along each side of which my men moved, passed
immediately by this Federal hospital. The line of m arch to this hospital
for my brigade was ghorter than that for any brigade or m.:ﬁ:sonm on my
left. The Iifth Confederate Regiment, commanded by Col. J. A. Smith,
of Brig. Gen. L. [B.] Polk’s brigade, was the first c:w_:z__Em to reach the
hospital after the Seventeenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. The offi-
cers of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment are very confident that this
regiment was the first to reach and pass the hospital. ?mim:p:n.@o_o.
vel Floyd remarks that “At the time [ ordered the charge into the woods
in front of the hospital, I was at least 70 yards in advance of any other
troops on my left; that we passed through the woods very rapidly, and
certainly had less space to pass over in getting there than any troops on
our left.” There may be but little importance attached to the taking of
this hospital, and but little honor won in reaching this position first, but
as it has been made a subject of some conflict in opinion between hon-
orable men, honestly differing in their opinion, it is but proper that the
facts in the case should be determined. The ouly interest which the
undersigned can have in the matter arises from an honest wish to have
justice done to those who have a right to expect it at his hands, while
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he trusts and believes they wonla scorn (o appropr e anght that was

: 51 3 W -
:ar_p.__—.pwm_nm_ﬂﬂwﬂ_.“p__?Ciozi [W. W.] Floyd it is just to say ::.:. c.:_ ﬂ:m
field of battle he has shown himself to be a sood, ?_:,_ ful, .,_.:.M.np.? > p.w_p
gallant officer.  His cool judgment and courage, and the st .:~ _“#u S8 wi a
which he stood to his post in every position of his ....,:.::.._.h““,..m 1y ,,.:__5 g
perhaps, been excelled by any officer on the fi ld at Murfrees _.a:___.mu ,.. .

In the woods behind the hospital 1 _.m_._:.:.z; :;.,., brigade :__ __.:w o
battle, and obtained anew supply of cartridges, au,m Ycﬂmﬁ...:Mm.m__g;,__g.._mﬁwm
gupplied itself mainly from the wagons it captured. ; ,m;_._.a::. c..n,,.t.\wzm
battery also came up here MEQ.SOW position on ﬁ_: r._r 0 : ﬂ_ ._'J.__..u:h

About this time, finding _wzm.ﬂiﬁ.?oE:,,:.: W uz.i falling r:ﬁf -
an advanced position on our right, 1 learned from inim _:.d:: _u_:._:,_g_u -
the enemy had a heavy battery in his r_cJ:? é__:..._,_ was ._oW:.v:_”d *..o.ﬂ..
damage. Under instructions from Major-General :i.:ﬂ_.:rw. _se e
rard a company of sharpshooters, under :E:::::_. of H.::‘. .H:__ _ ..E.L
Terry, of the Seventeenth, with instructions to n_.._‘rm_i‘ m_.__c._m_ﬁ..ﬂqq s
horses of the battery. At the same (ime Japtain ._ Yarde __.:” m_ : am ) %
direction of Major Hotchkiss, moved to (he right .“: my ::mzm w%.z eﬁmm
the woods in advance of _wamm&m&.”@E_E_:__ Wood’s :_"__n_.q.;.ﬁ_. .“w_ ﬂc. :
fire on the advancing encmy, driving them back.  ( m.,._,eﬂrw.q__ : ar o.d ”..u__
ports that he then moved his battery to the _EEA_E..:,: e ,f.:d. W ﬂ M.:
there was a hospital, about 300 ,:&,mm m.c,_: the W :T.:ZE pi Wm _d.;”“pmua
conjunction with two guns of, he thinks, Captain _.__. H.__ .:,::ﬂv}mhw%.: L;.
tery, engaged a battery of the enemy, and, after a hotly contes: ght,

ilenced four of his guns. " ) .
E_ﬁ__ w._um._ ”.,._:E time ﬁ.m%r&c Terry ..:_«..x._..cm.r EE.:E :o:.__.u..u._“ 3 H__:.c._mwmm
as skirmishers, and, passing to the left E.z_c Wilk inson pik ._u .,::U,ﬁ wmh‘mm&m
the garden fence of the hospital to our right and front ::.u.._w._.p.:. rt A
of the Wilkinson pike, driving from that fence the enemy’s v_ww_..EFonm
who took position in the edge of a cedar thi ‘uﬁ.; to ﬁﬁ_“:c,._ .@..mﬂwﬁwa i
of the enemy’s infantry now advanced, é:%: OCaptain Terry withdre
and joined his regiment, now in motion.

.:cm_,. .Mww _.w:_,:: time 1 was owmcha by 7_?.3_,.32:..3~ A.,,_c:#:.ﬁ.ws ﬂﬂmm
my brigade by the left flank across a aoE.&cE on C:.‘, _S:m Zd m:..u_ i
Wilkinson pike. On passing all but the right regiment ..,, :;E mucu:
into the woods beyond the corn-field, I was E_,cﬁ_;._ to __.:.:.. _H.J_ :m .H_: xw,
in support of Bii gadier-General Polk’s brigade. We ﬁ.r..z .._.:;,oﬁc _“.”_v wo
of a hill and entered the cedars, on a _;.ooﬁ. acelivity .f_._..:w._c ..# , u,.,, e
the left of the position to which Captain Terry had driven .ﬁ :w r:_m_:‘u%\ﬁ
skirmishers. My men here occ_._oa.m_.m. ._(_,_:..: 1 .a:.ci.c; s_r‘_: 0 A.omw ﬂ
helicving that our friends were in front of our line. :.:::.r ﬂm_c“a._:._ ad
vance of the right of our line, the enemy’s fire was E:.I:..A.?;. y d :Mm
After a few rounds it was found that a heavy force was fl ...s_._::n .c:m. ”:._;.“
where we were unsupported. I consequently moved my cc::z”_.: Hc mM.
rear in good order. The Forty-fourth Tennessee :wm:so::,,. w.r_x:. W_ ﬁ
prisoners captured here. Major MeReynolds, the last field o J_?M%.: « ._:.w ¥
with the Thirty seventh, was here mortally wounded, and Cap _M «qﬂ
nagin assumed command of the regiment. In our rear there was dra

( y i i ray, it is hoped
X RIGINAL —In regard to the Feder al hospital in ao_us.:qm_z.,._ it is hoy
it :ﬂwﬁmu_v._ﬂ_wnw that while REM:E.@.E:,\ captnred the one wsoua: as the Jenking house,
the other brigade capinred that known as the Widow Smith m.__“c_._mw.n . 3 Vs
The following vilicers are known to be prisoners in ZE:..E e: HJ.E é._ wwmcw.
Capt y [ Williuin | Clarke, Captain [G. $~.u_O.Z..é.__mmacua.r::;n:_._c d a.iuw mmqau.
First Lientenant [ 1. M.] Kinsey, Lieutenant [M. P.] Marbury (not kn i
teenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers.
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up a line of several regiments, some ol which, at least, belonged to some
other corps.

An order now came to me from General Cleburne to move my brigade
to support General Liddell.  After marching some 400 yards by the left
flank, we moved to our frout and passed norih through a long wood lot
projecting into open fields. Having received a message from General
Liddell, through Colonel Kelly, who was wounded, to the effect that the
aid of my brigade would rout the enemy, we came np with General Lid-
idell’s brigade on an ascent beyond the edge of the woods.  General Lid-
Tell’s command now yielded the ground to my men, and reformed under
the brow of w small bill, to the top of which my command ascended.

Before us was now an open field, deelining in front. At the foot of the
declivity, at the distance of about 400 yards, was a battery, strongly sup-
ported by infantry. My command steadily advanced, fighting under fire
from the battery and infantry. The battery was soon silenced, and our
men advanced in double quick time to a position behind a fence and a
ledge of rocks. In front, about 80 yards, was a cedar glade, in the edge
of which the enemy were now seen lying close together along a ledge
of rocks. Under cover of the fence and rocks our men took deliberate
aim and poured upon the cnemy a destructive fire, which was returned
with spirit.  The conflict lasted some twenty minutes, when the enemy
arose to retire. At this moment a volley was digcharged npon them with
remarkable effect, and our men rapidly advanced to the cedars, capturing
the fine battery of Parrott guns against which they had been fighting,
and which was now in position on the adjacent flanks of the Twenty-
third and Seventeenth Tennessee Regiments. The men of my brigade
then took shelter behind the ledge of rocks at the edge of the glade,
and were well covered from the enemy’s fire.  All concur in representing
the number of dead and wounded in the edge of the cedars as very large.
Many were lying side by side along the ledge in the position they as-
sumed to await our approach, while others had fallen as they turned to
retreat.

The fire was still being kept up on the part of our troops, when it was
observed that the.troops on our right, hearing colors with blue ground
and red cross, were falling back, and it was reported that our right was
flanked by a heavy force. A precipitate retreat immediately followed.
My brigade having a strong position, held to it with tenacity, and abaun-
doned it with reluctance, after a delay that led to considerable loss. Here
Captain [N. R.] Allen, of the Twenty-third, who was distinguished for
his valor and cooluess, fell, mortally wounded. Captain [I°, M. ] Orr, of
the Seventeenth, was killed in the advance. The Forty-fourth lost 2 offi-
cers; the Twenty-fifth. 2 lieutenants, the color-be and colors.  Maj.

J. O, Davis, of the Seventeenth, with other oflicers and men, were here
captured.

The retreat was made without order. The lines were broken and men
of different regiments, brigades, and divisions were scattered all over the
fields. The movement was to me totally unexpected, and I have yet to
learn that there existed a cause commensurate with the demoralization
that ensued. At the moment in which I felt the utmost confidence in
the snecess of our arms I was almost run over by our retreating troops.
I contended with the tide step by step, but made no impression on the
retreating columus until they had gained the woods, when, by calling on
a number of color-bearers, | “ceded in planting the colors of several
regiments, and the men then assembled upon them with ranks mueh
thinned. I cannot but think that the whole ultimate fortunes of the
tield were ost by this backward movement. Our men were in sight of
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the Nashville pike; some have said they were on it. The enemy’s right
was doubled back upon their center. Had we held this position the line
of communication of the enemy would have been eat. We could have
flanked them and enfiladed their whole line, which was no doubt in dis-
order. It was unfortunate that our artillery was not promptly moved
forward to support us. My battery was af this time i position, by order
of General Hardee. 1 do not think that our artillery was sufficiently
used on our left. General Liddell’s battery arrived on the ground, and
he proceeded to put it in position for the work to be done, but did not
succeed in time to open before the retreat commenced. Had we received
re-enforcements we might have returned and regained the ground. But
very soon the enemy planted a formidable battery on an eminence near
the railroad, sweeping all the open fields and commanding even the woods
in which our lines were formed. The enemy’s infantry was also brought
forward and posted in great strength, so as to be protected by the side
slopes of the railroad and pike, and the trees and rocks in the cedar
glade. It would then have been very hazardous to assail them with any
force by our former approach. These facts T promptly communicated
to Major [Calhoun| Benham, of General Cleburne’s staff.  'We now threw
forward our skirmishers to the fields, and prepared to hold our position.
Allowing for the ground we had lost, we had driven the enemy back 2
miles, and now held our position from 3 o’clock on Wednesday afternoon
until 10 o’clock on Iriday night. Between the two armies and beyond
the available reach of either, the ground was strewn with the dead and
wounded, and with their arms and accouterments. During Wednesday
night the enemy’s army seemed to be busy with rapid movements of
troops, wagons, aud artillery. The very commands of the officers could
be distinguished, and the rumbling of wagons seemed to commence on
their left and die away in the distance beyond their right. Toward the
dawn of day I felt confident that we could distinguish the peculiav noise
of artillery moving away, and, concluding that the enemy were in full
retreat, I stated this impression in a note to General Cleburne, with the
suggestion that our forces should be pressed forward.

The ground in front of our pickets was mainly occupied by the enemy’s
wounded and dead, and the groans of the former were appealing for re-
lief throughout the night. Early in the morning I took with me a num-
ber of men of the infirmary corps of my brigade, and went out on the
field to carry off the wounded. A fire had been built for a number of
them by our pickets, but others had passed the night in the cold. We
had moved but few of them, when the enemy’s pickets fired on us, and
one of their balls struck a wounded I'ederal borne on the shoulders of
our men. Again, later in the day, when one of our men, yielding to
nataral sympathy excited by the continued cries of suffering humanity,
crawled to a wounded Federal, and was endeavoring to place him in a
comfortable position, the enemy’s pickets shot the good Samaritan,
wounding him in the arm.

Daring the night of December 31, and day and night of January 1,
and until 10 p. m. of the 2d, we remained inactive in our position in the
woods, occasionally shelled by the enemy’s batteries, and aroused by the
firing of our skirmishers in front. I suggested and urged the planting
of a beavy battery to my left and front, but wmy suggestions seemed not
to be approved either by artillery officers or my seniors. My own con-
victions still approve this suggestion, convineed, as I am, that on the
field of battle there should be no repose, and that energetie, judicious,
persistent action affords thie only reliable means of success. Had this
battery been planted it would have proved avery great diversion in favor
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of our attacking force on the evening of Friday, January 2, as a concen-
trated fire could have been thrown upon the enemy’s battery at, perhaps,
a shorter distance than from any other battery in our lines, and we would
then have had a cross-fire upon the enemy’s strongest position.

On Friday evening I sent out, by request of Major-General Cleburne,
a party of men to bring in the guns lying near our skirmishers in front,
and succeeded in bringing in a number, which were carried {rom the
field by the ordnance officer of the brigade, Licat. J. B. Lake. My men
also armed themselves very generally with long-range guns, by exchange.

At 10 p. m. on Iriday, January 2, we were withdrawn from the left
wing of our army, and placed in support of Major-General Breckinridge’s
division, on the extreme right. Here we remained in a heavy rain until
11 p. m. on Saturday, January 3, when our retreat commenced, and con-
tinned through the very inclement weather of the night. After dark on
the evening of the 4th we halted, and rested until 8 a. m. on January 5,
within 63 miles of Manchester, a number of my men having fallen behind
from weariness and other causes.

In the progress of this report the conduct of men and officers of the
brigade has been indicated with some particalarity. [ regret to state
that, especially after our first serious cohflict, a number of men fell
behind the command,

Lieutenant-Colonel [R. H.] Kceble, of the Twenty-third Regiment
Teunessee Volunteers, is especially worthy of notice for his steady
courage and the manner in which he bandled his men, and, with the
aid of good company officers, kept them together through all the move-
ments of the day of battle.

Col. John S. Fulton and Lieut, Col. Joln L. MecEwen, jr., of the Forty-
fourth, bore themselves gallantly, pressing forward, and encouraging
their men in all the dangers of the field.

Out of fifteen field officers, twelve were present on the field of battle,
and bat one of them escaped untouched in person or ¢lothes. The For-
ty-fourth [Regiment]| took into action 28 officers and lost 19 killed,
wounded, and missing ; the Seventeenth [Regimeut] took into action
41 officers, and lost 21 killed, wounded, aud missing; the Twenty-fifth
??EEE_; took intoaction 37 officers, and lost 12 killed, wounded, and
missing ; the Twenty third [Regiment] took into action 23 officers, and
lost 4 killed, wounded, and missing; the Thirty-seventh took into action
25 officers, and lost 6 killed, wounded, and missing; general and staff
took into action 6 officers, and lost 2 Lilled, wounded, and missing.

The following are the casualties which oceurred, as determined by
comparison of surgeons’ and regimental reports:

Wounded.

Miasin

17th Tenneases .
25¢ Tenncaseo........
25th Tonnessos ..

37th Tennessee
44

General and staf

Total. .., veenonorens

I cannot close my report without speeial notice of Capt, Put. Darden
and the battery under his command, The ability and zeal of the offf sers
56 B R—VOL XX, PT I
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management of the battery, and in the

and men as exhibited in the
on this field of battle, ranks it, in

eficiency and precision of its fire
my opinion, among the best batteries with the Army of Tennessee.

My staff served faithfully and creditably in this action, Capt. R. B.
Snowden, assistant adjutant-general, was twice struck, and had his horse
disabled, and remained actively employed on the field with the command.
Capt. William T. Blakemore, aide-de-camp, was with me everywhere on
the field, and rendered me all the assistance in his power. Capt. Jehn
Overton, volunteer aide, was wounded, and Capt. Jo. H. Vanleer, also
volunteer aide, after having his horse digabled, fought in ranks, with a
rifie. Lieut. George H. Smith, of the regnlar army, and my brigade in-
spector, was wounded before he reported to me on the field.

A rough map, exhibiting the movements of my brigude and battery
in_the battle before Murfreesborough, is herewith inclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. R. JOHNSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Capt. IRVING A. BUCK,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 265.
, Chief Ordnance Officer.

Report of Lieut. James B. Lake,
DEPARTMENT, JOHNSON'S BRIGADE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 23, 1863.
Srr: [ have the honor of reporting that, while on the battle-field near
Murfreesborough, Tenn., December 31, 1862, I collected and turned over
to ordnance department about one hundred and sixty guns, consisting
in Enfield rifles, minie and percussion muskets. 1 also took from the
field one four-horse wagon complete, with fifteen boxes Enfield car
tridges, which wagon I now have in my train.
Very respectfully,
JAS. B. LAKE,
First Lieut. and Chief of Ordnance, General Johnson's Brigade.

Hpgrs. ORDNANCE

Capt. R. B. SNOWDEN,
Asgsistant Adjutant-General.

No. 266.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Watt W. Floyd, Seventeenth Tennessee Infantry.

TuLLATOMA, TENN., Janvary 9, 1863.

GENERAL: In obedience to Special Orders, No.
report of the part the Seventeenth Tennessee Regimen
battle of Murfreesborough, Tenn., on December 31, 1862.

The regiment was led into the
When you had put the brigade in pos
lines, the Seventeenth oceupied a posi
had beeu captured a few minutes before by General McC
Upon being ordered forward, the r

~—, 1 submit a brief
t took in the

action by the gallant Colonel Marks.
ition to move against the enemy’s
ition in a bottom, where a battery
own's command.
egiment advanced up a gentle slope
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the captured wagons by using all that would fit our guns, We remained
here full half an hour before any support came up, Colonel Keeble com-
ing first of your brigade. After you reformed the brigade at this point
to make a second advance in line, my regiment had but little to do with
the enemy until after 12 o'clock, except Captain [F. B,] Terry’s com-
pany, which was thrown forward as skirmishers near the Federal hos-
pital, north of the FFranklin pike. Here Captain Terry drove back the
enemy’s sharpshooters, killing several and having several of his own
men wounded,

The next thing worthy of note was when you brought up your brigade
to support General Liddell. In that action my regiment came up with,
I think, the Second Arkansas Regiment in a wood lot. That regiment
was driving the enemy slowly, but surely, before it. On reaching the
fence on the north side of the lot, this regiment faced about and retired
through my lines. I immediately gave the command forward, and nobly
and gallantly did the boys clear the fence. This brought us into an
open field in plain view of a fine battery of the enemy’s guns, down at
the foot of the hill (we occupied the top), distant about 500 yards. This
battery was supported by a heavy line of infantry. The retreating force
that Liddell had been driving made one stand against us before reach-
ing the bottom of the hill and did us serionsdamage. 1 halted the regi-
ment about half way down the hill, and gave the enemy a few rounds.
Meanwhile his battery was playing heavily upon us, but the well-directed
fire of our boys soon drove the gunners from their picces and stopped
the trouble from that quarter. Scarcely had I given the command ¢ for-
ward” before I pereeived the boys going at a double-quick for the bottom
of the hill.

In this charge I lost Captain Orr, killed, and several others wounded.
On reaching the foot of the hill, I halted the regiment, discovering a fine
position behind a fence in some sinks or basins, bordered by rocks, &e.
The men promptly took advantage of these things, and commenced pour-
ing a deadly fire into their ranks as they were lying in the edgeof a cedar
glade. The distanee between our lines ranged from 75 to 100 yards, or
less. Here my boys commenced the work of destruction in good earnest.
Never have 1 seen such cool, deliberate aim taken in battle. The enemy
stood the fire well, and returned it briskly, but with little effect. The
engagement at this point lasted some thirty minutes, when the enemy
arose to retreat, but a deadly volley from our boys prevented most of
them from escaping. Another ¢ forward,” and the boys soon ocenpied
the ground the Yankees had just left.

In this charge we gained full possession of the fine battery that had
annoyed us 8o but a short time before. My men took a position behind
a ledge of rocks that bordered the cedar glade, which afforded a fine
shelter from the enemy’s bullets. Along the edge of the cedar glade
was the greatest destruction of Yankees I have seen on any battle-field.
I do not claim for my regiment full credit for taking the battery cap-
tured at this point. Colonel Keeble did some effective work here, al-
though the battery was opposite the left wing of my battalion. The
position I oceupied at this point I considered a very safe one, belies ing
that we conld hold it against any reasonable force with but little cost;
but after remaining there for some time, I was notified that the right
was rapidly giving way. On looking in that direction, I saw the Lri-
gade on the right of yours had fallen back considerably, and that the
right wing of your brigade was falling back also. I turned to the left,
and found it giving back, too. I immediately ordered my command to
fall back to the fence, which they did in good order, many of them
taking the position again from which they had done such noble work a
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little while before, and commenced firing. Butno one seemed disposed
to stop and support me, and I ordered my men to fall back as rapidly
as possible. But by this time tie enemy had got so near that I knew
my men would suffer severely, having to fall back through an open field
for some 500 yards before getting out of danger, and that up hill. The
men 32..,...:51.4 exhausted from six or seven hours’ hard fighting and
maneuvering.

I herewith submit a list* of casualties; the list of missing, I am sure,
not large enough by one-half to cover the real loss.

Too mueh praise cannot be awarded the officers and men who fonght
under my command on that memorable day. The officers all did their
duty nobly ; the men gallantly, bravely, effectively.

I cannot close this already too tedious report without making special
mention of our color-bearer, W.T. Jones, who was lost on the last field.
He carried the colors well to the front through every engagement and
every charge. A braver, better soldier never went forth to battle, or
offered up his life a sacrifice to the cause of justice than W. T. Jones.

Respectfully submitted.
WATT W. FLOYD,

Lieutenant Colonel, Comdy, Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment,
Brig. Gen. B. R. Jounson.

TurLAnoMA, TENN., March 18, 1863.

GENERAL: I submit some additional facts in regard to the hospital
that I claimed in my report of the battle of Murfreesborough as having
been captured by the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment.

If any Confederate troops reached that hospital before the Seven-
teenth Tennessee Regiment, I cannot nnderstand when or how they got
in advance of us. When we started into the last skirt of woods, which
lies south, or, rather, west of south, from the hospital, the enemy on onr
left, were nearly on the same line with my regiment and enfiladed our
line. General Liddell was some distance to the left and rear of my
regiment. Colonel Keeble, whose regiment was on the left of our bri-
gade, says that about this fime General Liddell’s brigade had separated
from him some distance, and secmed to be moving still farther to the
left. 1 ordered the “forward” here as soon as the enemy gave way on
my left, as stated in my report. I know that my regiment at this point
was in advance of any other portion of our line that was in sight of me.
BEvery officer in my regiment who went. through the fight will corrobo-
rate this, as well as any other statement I shall malke.

On entering the woods above mentioned, my line was perpendicular
to the lane which passes to the left and near by the hospital. Had my
regiment continued to march straight forward it would have passed to
the left of the hospital, but just before leaving the woods the regiment
made a half-wheel to the right. Now, I am perfectly satisfied that it
was impossible for General Liddell's brigade (or any part of it) to start
on my left and rear, as it did, separated from me, as it was, by more
than the length of Colonel Keeble’s regiment, and enter the woods west
of south from the hospital, make the circuit on the large exterior ecurve,
which it must have done in the face of the enemy, and yet reach the hos-
pital by this lengthened route before the Seventeenth Tennessee Regi-
ment (id, moving, as it did, on the iuterior curve rapidly and without
halting. After passing from the woods west of south from the hospital,
the Seventeenth Regiment was fired oun by the Yankees from both sides

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 680,
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of the old gin-house and the hospital, and this regiment continued to
return a brisk fire until a white flag was violently waved by a Yankee
advancing from the hospital. The firing pretty well ceased in the reg-
iment after this white flag was exhibited, and two companies (Captains
[T. H.] Watterson's and [G. W.] McDonald’s) passed through the yard
of the hospital and on both sides of it, and Captain [U. C.] Harrison’s
company passed entirely on the left of the yard. When the regiment
reached the hospital, a brisk fire was again opened upon some Yankees
who were running toward the Wilkinson pike, but particulaily on some
Yankees who were trying to get off some ammunition wagons which the
Seventeenth Regiment captured, and from which the men of that regi-
ment filled their boxes. Captains Watterson’s and McDonald’s com-
panies fired from the yard fence in rear of the hospital upon the Yankees
retreating toward the pike.  After we had entered the woods beyond the
hospital, we halted and the regiment was reformed. After we had been
reformed about twenty minutes, a Federal officer came galloping uap
from our left, apparently thinking we were Yankees, and we captured
him and hishorse. The capture was made by Lieutenant [M. W.] Black,
of Company I, Seventeenth Tennessce Regiment. The enemy were
now in full view near the Wilkinson pike.

Now, it is proposed to deny, in the face of the men and officers of the
Seventeenth [Regiment] who were engaged, that any such a conflict as
described occurred at the point indicated. It is claimed that the Seec-
ond Arkansas Regiment was the first to reach this hospital, and that
therewas no fighting about the hospital afterward. Private Elder, of the
Second Arkansas Regiment Infantry, left to guard the hospital by Gen-
eral Liddell, states that, with Private Faidley, he took possession of the
hospital, which he understood was the residence of a. Mr. Griscom, and
that he did not see General Johnson’s brigade until some time after he
lad been stationed there, when General Liddell’s brigade had passed to
the front, and that there was no fighting at or about the hospital at that
time. Private Faidley, of Company D, Second Arkansas Regiment, says
he saw the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, General Johnson’s bri-
gade, ecome up within 75 yards of the hospital about fifteen minutes after
General Liddell’s brigade passed. Thus it is proved that the Seven-
teenth Regiment had no corflict at the hospital, and that it reached the
hospital after General Liddell’s brigade had passed. This, [ must be
permitted to say, proves too much. No combinations of proof can dem-
onstrate to the officers and men of the Seventeenth Regiment that they
did not have a fight in and about the yard of the hospital.

The simple explanation of all this, and the fact that the Second Ar-
kansas Regiment had men wounded and killed near the hospital, is to
me plainly as follows: The Seventeenth Regiment, after passing the
hospital, entered the woods beyond, obliquing considerably to the right,
and the regiment was lhere reformed, with the left resting about 75 or
100 yards to the right of and beyond the hospital. In this position, and
after the regiment had passed the hospital, the balf of the right com-
pany of the Second Arkansas Regiment might, perhaps, have passed to
the right of the hospital without touching or seeing the Seventeenth
Tennessce Regiment. The enemy were still in the woods, and might
have wounded and killed men of the Second Arkansas Regiment by
firing from the left, and, perhaps, the front of the hospital. By no otlier
method can it be explained how Privates Elder and Faidley failed to
witness the confliet which the Seventeenth Regiment had at the hospi-
tal. The regiment which these men saw approach was the Twenty-
third Regiment, or, perhaps, some other regiment of our brigade, which
came up over half an hour after the Seventeenth Regiment passed the

€aap. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 887

hospital. And I quite agree with Private Elder, of the Second Arkan-
sas Regiment, that there was no fighting at or about the hospital after
he was placed there. In common with the officers of my regiment, I am
satisfied that there could not have been any Confederate soldiers guard-
ing the hospital at the time we passed it. Indeed, it is evident, from
the nature of our conflict at that point, that no Confederate soldiers
could have been there at that time.

As already stated, the enemy was in full view near the Wilkinson
pike when we halted beyond the hospital. Feecling apprehensive that
the enemy might charge upon us, I sent Lieatenant [.J. D.] Floyd back,
some twenty minutes after we halted, to bring up any of our men who
might be at the hospital. He stated that he saw nothing but Yankees
there, and that General Liddell’s brigade was then being formed in rear
of the fence which runs on the north side of the large cotton-field on the
left of the hospital. Captain Watterson, of the Seventeenth [Regiment],
states that, in passing the hospital at the time when the regiment first
‘ame up to it, he got a drink of water from one of the surgeons. The
surgeon made some complaint about the hospital having been fired into,
but said he could not blame us, as the hospital had not been properly
prepared.

It may be proper here to state that the hospital is named on the en-
gineer’s maps of the field of battle as the Jenkins house, and not as Mr.
Griscom’s house.

The following statement, made by Captain Terry, will exhibit ¢iream-
stantially the length of time which must, have elapsed after the capture of
the hospital by the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment before General
Liddell’s brigade came up to it:

When the Beventoenth Tennessee Regiment halted in the woods beyond the hiospital,
its guides were thrown out and the line dressed, T then visited the captured wagons,
loaded with ammunition, and returned tomy company. I thensent Lieutenant [J. H.]
Hastings, Company A, Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, back, on foot, to Brigadier-
General Poll’s skirmishers, who were advancing on our right, to inform them where
we were, that they might not fire on us. Lieutenant Hastings went to the rear, got
on a stump to attract the attention of the skirmishers, and was fired at. He then re-
turned to hisregiment. I now took the horse captured by Lientenant Black and the
colors of the regiment, and rode back to notify our forces, which were advancing, that
the Seventeenth [ Regiment] wasin front. I communicated with one of the regiments
of General Polk’s brigade and returned to my regiment. I then went to the hospital,
passed throngh the yard into the first field on the left of the lane and north of the
woods already indicated as being west of south from the hospital, met Brigadier-Gen-
eral Johnson here, and notified him where the Seventeenth Tennessee was, Met a bat-
tery ; asked some one who seemed to be connected with it (think it was the captain)
whose battery that was, and was told that it belonged to General Liddell's brigade;
then saw the infantry of this Lrigade near the fence on the north side of this first
field—the large cotfon-field. I am satisfied this was at least half an hour after we
halted. 1 passed onand met the rest of Johinson's brigade just moving ont of the woods,
told them where the Seventeenth [Regiment] would be fonnd, returned to the regi-
ment, and remained there some minutes, during which time the Fifth Confederate
Regi nent passed thruongh our lines, which was still halted. I then took 3 men from
my company, went to the captured ammunition wagons, and got three boxes of car-
tridges. While there, Brigadier-General Polk sent some men to guard the ammuni-
tion wagons., They told me that General Polk had ordered them not to allow any
ammunition to be taken out of the wagons. I replied that I had already as much as
I wanted. T then returned to my company and went to the hospital; found General
Liddell at the yard gate which faces toward the Wilkinson pike. As I rode up, Gen-
eral Liddell asked a major of his Lrigade if he was too badly wounded to go on in the
fight. The majorreplied that he was not, and that he would go on. The general then
told the major to go ahead to his regiment. The genecral then ordered the Confederate
soldiers that were in the yard togo to their regiments ; spoke to one particular soldier,
and, pointing to him, told himto go to his regiment. The soldier replied, * You, Gen-
eral Liddell, just placed me here on guard.” The general then said. ‘“ Well, remain
there” At this time General Liddoll’s brigade had passed into the second field on the
left, was advancing, and was nearly through it.




88K KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND 8W VA. [Cmar, XXXIL

When the Seventeenth Regiment passed the hospital, the companies
of Captains Watterson and McDonald passed through the yard of the
hospital, and Captain Harrison’s passed entirely on the left of the yard,
a number of men of that company passing along the lane, and, as has
already been shown, the firing was commenced again in rear of the hos-
pital. General Sill’s body was found not far from the hospital, * near
the fence or lane,” in the words of Colonel Govan, of the Second Arkan-
sas Regiment,

Now, the foregoing statements having, in my mind, conclusively estab-
lished the fact that the Seventeenth Regiment captured the Federal
hospital at the Jenkins house, and that it reached that house some thirty
minutes before any other troops, I cannot resist the conviction that the
probabilities quite as much indicate that it was the Seventeenth Regi-
ment which killed General Sill as that any other regiment did it. Until
other facts are developed in reference to this matter, I am disposed to
think that no regiment can establish this claim in its own favor. Sill
might have been killed by the Seventeenth [Regiment] from the fence
and lane in rear of the hospital, or he might have been killed by the
Second Arkansas Regiment, which came up some thirty minutes later.
Sill’s body was found on the right of the lane, near the fence, and about
75 yards in rear of the hospital, and it appears exceedingly probable that
he was killed by the Seventeenth Regiment firing from the fence in rear
of the hospital. This is the impression prevailing in the Seventeenth
Tennessee Regiment.

In making the foregoing statement, I profess to be actuated by a sim-
ple desire to do justice to all parties concerned. I would rather suffer
from injustice to myself than to do injustice to a fellow soldier. T am
disposed to submit the foregoing facts, with any counter statements that
may be made, to the decision of the impartial tribunals into whose hands
thely may be destined to fall.

WATT W. FLOYD,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment.

[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS JOHNSON'S BRIGADE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., March 20, 1863.

I respectfully request that this communication may be forwarded to
the War Department as a part of the report of the services of my brigade
in the battle of Murfreesborough.

I may here add that John Wilson, a private of Company A, of Sev-
enteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, was wounded near this Fed-
eral hospital,

B. . JOONSON,
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army.

No. 267.
Report of Lieut. Col. R. H. Keeble, Twenty third Tennessee Infantry.

JANUARY b, 1863.
Tue following report of the part taken by the Twenty-third Tennessce
Regiment in the battle of Murfreesborough is respectfully submitted :
Having been changed from the right to the left wing on the evening
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before the batt e, its position was in an open field, the left resting upon
the road leading to the McCullouch house.  On the morning of the bat-
tle, the brigade and division made a vight-wheel, in doing which it passed
the house above referred to and continued to wheel and march until its
course was almost at right angles with the one it held the evening before,
marching in its wheel through a large corn-field and a meadow. Down
on the edge of the meadow and to our right before we completed the
wheel were stationed some of the enemy’s sharpshooters, who opened
upon us, doing, however, no damage. Having completed the wheel, we
marched forward, obliquing to the right to avoid lapping General Lid-
dell; we marched through a hedge-field grown up with cedar under-
growth until we reached a large corn-field. Here we received a most
terrific fire from the enemy of canister, grape, and small-arms. The
enemy (from where we received this fire, which lasted some time, and
wounded [several] of the regiment) were within a thicket beyond the
corn-field, considerably to my left and in frontof General Liddell. We
passed through the corn-field into an open wood, under fire of the ene-
my’s battery, to our left, and small-arms. During all this time the
enemy were concealed in the bushes, and but little,if any, firing was done
on our part. Having gotten down into the woods, I was told by General
Johnson that I was too far to the right, when I moved by the left flank
across aroad into an open field, faced to the front, and, forming with the
rest of the brigade, marched through a skirt of wood across a road,
leaving a hospital and old gin-house to ourleft. Here achange of front
was made upon the First Battalion. When this was done we marched
into an open field, then by the left flank across a road and into another
open field. The énemy were evidently within this field, upon the brow
of the hill ; their battery was throwing shells upon us from there. From
this field we moved by the left flank into the open woodsopposite a cedar
glade. We here halted and faced the cedar glade, marched into it a piece,
and had a sharp brush with the enemy, who were beyond the cedar glade
in a field, and marched by the flank toward our left. General Polk’s
brigade in the mean time had fallen back and taken position on oar left.
We then moved farther to the left, and, again facing to the front, marched
through an open corn-field, fighting the enemy during the time. We
halted at the far end of the field, having driven the enemy to the edge
of the glade. Here the action continued for about an hour, when the
enemy fled into the glade. Timmediately advanced to his battery which
he had left, when we received a heavy fire from them, concealed in the
midst of the glade. It was here that Captain [N.R.] Allen, who deserves
to be especially noted for his bravery, gallantry, and coolness, fell, mor-
tally wounded. While they were firing upon us, and we were unable to
get to them or see them on aceount of the fzn.:..._,fu.ﬁ:‘.E_ my attention
was called to the faet that our right had fallen back. We then fell back
also, intending to reform at our old position at the fenee, which, how-
ever, we found occupied by a portion of General Liddell’s command (I
think). We then fell back to the skirt of woods and reformed. The
firing soon after ceased, and nothing else occurred,
Most respectfully,

R. H. KEEBLE,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Twenty-third Tennessee,
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No. 268.
Eeport of Col. John M. Hughs, Twenty fifth Tennessce Infantey.

EsriLn SeriNgs, TENN., January 7, 1863,
_ [1 have the honor to submit the following] report of the part |taken
in| the battle of Murfreesborough, Tenn., [by the] Twenty-fitth Tennes-
see Regiment:

The regiment moved by daylight in the morning with the brigade to
attack the enemy. The enemy’s skirmishers having commenced firing
on us, Captain [M.] Lowrey’s company was deployed and sent forward
in advance. After the brigade wheeled to the right, this regiment rested
at the end of the narrow lane. The enemy fired on our line of skirmish-
ers as they crossed this lane. The line advanced to the top of the rise
and came in plain view of the enemy’s line. A hot fire opened. This
regiment being fairly on top of the eminence, the Seventeenth | Regi-
ment] was not on a line with it. The eunemy secing the regiment in
advance, and on a fair place, I saw them tarn their battery on this regi-
ment.  This cross-fire is, in my judgment, the cause of the great loss at
this place in the regiment. After a few rounds had been fired, I was
struck in the head and stunned considerably, so that I did not have
strength to continue to command, so I left the field.

So far as I witnessed the conduct of the officers and men, it was highly
commendable. The efforts of Captain [G. H.] Hash and Lieuat. D, S.
Walker were particularly distinguished.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN M. HUGHS,
Colonel, Commanding Twenty-fifth Tennessee.

No. 269.
Eeport of Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis, Twenty-fifth Tennessee Infantry.

HEsriLL SPRINGS, TENN., January 7, 1863.

[1 have the honor to submit the following| report of the part take
by the Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regiment in the battle of Murfrees.
borough :

The regiment moved early in the morning with the brigade, Captain
Lowrey’s company in front as skirmishers. The brigade made a right-
wheel and rested in a lane, with its center (this regiment) fronting
another narrow lane. It was up this last lane that the enemy was first
discovered. As the skirmishers moved across the lane, the brigade hav-
ing moved a little by the left flank, the enemy’s skirmishers fired upon
them. No firing was done by the skirmishers or the regiment until the
brigade was in full view of the enemy, on top of the rise. The regiment
then commenced firing, and I never saw in any battle a more regular and
constant fire, which was kept up until the enemy gave back. Although
a great many of our men were killed and wounded at this place, the line
was not confused, and the men continued to fire without noticin g those
killed or wounded Colonel Hughs was wounded when the line first
commenced to fire, and was conveyed away from the field by his friend
J. M. Richardson, a ¢itizcn. _ ) ,

When the enemy commenced to retreat, the regiment moved forward
but so many had been left out that it was impossible to keep a line ;5“
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longer. The space between the Forty fourth and Seventeenth [Reg-
iments| was then too long for so few men, but the men took advantage
of the good room they had and went forward like skirmishers. Most of
them went ahead of the brigade, driving the enemy before them, and
then shooting obliquely across before the Forty-fourth Regiment at the
enemy’s line ag it retired before that regiment. When the regiment
arrived at the corner of that woods on the left and at the corner of a
field on the right, I found that the men were some of them too anxious
to go ahead in advance of the brigade, and too likely to be captured by
doing so, and I therefore halted them; and seeing all the regiments
taking ground to the left, I directed the men that way, and, after going
about 250 yards, halted and formed the men, taking our place in the bri-
gade. THere it was discovered that most of the men were out of ammu-
nition. They were ordered to gather all they could from the boxes left
on the field, and the adjutant was sent to hunt the train. Meeting
General Cleburne, he gave the adjutant orders to get ammunition from
any train. Ammunition was soon obtained from some wagons. The
brigade wheeled to the right, and as soon as the regiment had marched
300 yards the firing begun anew, and continued until the enemy were
driven back to that cedar thicket. There a halt was made, but the fight
continued some twenty minutes, and the right of the brigade gave back,
and the regiment was, therefore, compelled to do the same. There was
no one wonnded in this firing of this regiment. The brigade then moved
by the left flank about half a mile and relieved another brigade, The
regiment then moved with the brigade against the enemy, firiug all the
time, until we crossed a field and came to a rocky cedar bluff. Here
the regiment halted to fire at and drive the enemy from the thicket, but
it was impossible for us to start his line. 1t was not many minntes
until the right of the brigade left us again and we were compelled to
retreat with the brigade.

There were 2 lieutenants and 7Tor 8 men lost here. They are reported
missing, but in all probability they are killed or wounded. The color-
sergeant and colors were lost here. After this retreat the regiment was
not engaged any more during the time it remained on the field.

The officers and men behaved themselves well.  The regiment fought
a destructive fight to the enemy, as was discovered by the dead and
wounded Yankees on the part of the line we passed over. Many in-
stances of bravery of officers and men could be mentioned, but as it
seems to me that a set of men could not be more unanimous in trying
to do their respective duties, no names will be mentioned, but I will only
say for the regiment that all did their part with great credit.

Respectfully submitted.

SAMUEL DAVIS,

Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-fifth Tennessee.

No. 270,
Report of Capt. C. G, Jarnagin, Thirty-seventh Tennessee Infantry.

JANUARY T, 1863.

[The following is the] report of the part taken by the Thirty seventh
Tennessee Regiment in the engagement at Murfreesborongh, Tenn. :

We engaged the enemy on the morning of December 31, 1862, just
after daybreak. We were first attacked by the enemy’s sharpshooters,
who were about 75 yards on our right flank, damaging us considerably,
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wounding Colonel White and Lieutenant-Colonel I'rayser. Major Me.
Reynolds then took command ; I was placed second in command. Not
having any skirmishers out, we did not know the position of the enemy ;
consequently we fell back behind a fenee, which was about 25 yards in
our rear, inorderto send out skirmishers and ascertain the positionof the
enemy, Before this could be done, a forward movement was ordered.
We moved forward about 100 yards, and engaged the enemy in a cedar
thicket. We drove them back to a fence in a piece of woodland. We
engaged them there for a few minutes and then charged them, making
a complete rout, at the same time pouring heavy volleys of musketry
into their distracted ranks, mowing them down with terrible slaughter,
The enemy retreated back to a cedar glade, where they had several
pieces of artillery planted. Owing to the advantageous position the
enemy held, we did not pursue them immediately, but moved by the
left flank into a skirt of woods, where we formed a line of battle and
moved forward until we came to a field. We charged across to a cedar
thicket and engaged the enemy. We were met with a warm reception,
but were able to repel them, taking 40 or 50 prisoners. We drove them
back until we were nearly within the enemy’s lines. Seeing that we
were about to be flanked, we fell back to a skirt of woods. While fall-
ing back, Major McReynolds was mortally wounded. I then took com-
mand of the regiment. We formed a line of battle in the woodland,
changing our direction a little to the west. We then moved forward
until we came to a large field. We charged across it until we came to
a fence on the right of a log cabin. We opened fire nupon the enemy,
who occupied a second fence about 75 yards in front of us. We drove
them from their position and oceupied it for a few minutes. The enemy
again fell back gradyally. We were all the time pouring heavy vol-
leys of musketry into them. Wae pressed upon them. taking possession
of the crevices in a ledge of rocks the enemy had just occupied. We
then poured buck and ball into them heavy. They had commenced
running and scattering at a terrible rate, when the troops upon our
right and left commenced giving way, with the cry tnat the enemy
were flanking us. I could not see the danger, and did not give way,
I got on a very high rock in order that I might make some discovery,
I soon saw that Colonel [J. 8.] Fulton and others were trying to rally
their regiments, but failed. waited until the enemy were about to
close on us, and I gave the command to fall back. We then fell back
across a field to the skirt of woods we had previously occupied and
formed a line of battle. We did not engage the enemy any more only
with skirmishers.
Respectiully submitted.
O. G. JARNAGIN,
Oaptain, Commanding.

No. 271.
Report of Col. John 8. Fulton, Forty.fourth Tennessee Infantry.

BariLL SpriNgs, TENN., January 7, 1863,

The brigade was formed in line of battle by daylight on the morning
of the 31st ultimo; the Forty fourth, ocecupying its position next on the
right, marched from its encampment through a corn-field. When ap-
proaching a thicket, the enemy opened a battery upon us in front of the
Seventeenth Regiment, of same brigade, wounding some 3 men of my
regiment. We advanced beyond the thicket throngh a corn-field, when
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the brigade was halted, the right resting near a cedar thicket. Here &
severe fire was opened upon us by the sharpshooters of the enemy,
wounding several of our men and creating some little confusion. We
here deployed a company skirmishers, who soon drove back the
enemy’s sharpshooters, not, however, until they had wounded several
field officers and many men. We then advanced and erossed the Old
Franklin road into a cedar thicket, where we had a very severe engage
ment, fighting some twenty minutes :E.o%. the enemy gave way. _.r.._..c
our color-bearer was shot down, and Major Ewin was shot from his
horse, and 8 company officers fell—1 killed and the others éo:c%.:_.
We then charged and drove the cnemy through a E:x:;:m.. they offer-
ing a stubborn resistance, until they pproached a large corn-field. _._E.s
the enemy were reuted, some going through the field and others on o:urﬁ.
side thereof, The Forty-fourth Regiment passed into the corn-field
several hundred yards, then moved by the left flank and entered a wood-
land.

When the brigade reformed, and was resupplied with ammunition, it
continued to move forward under the fire of the enemy’s battery to our
right, which firing was very heavy. After :.::.....__._:n until we -.ﬁ:w::.;
the cotton-field, we made a right ::,:,_s‘cmm_, facing toward the enemy’s
battery, advancing through the field in its direction. Having sent for-
ward sharpshooters, the battery retired, our skirmishers doing good
service, killing and wounding both horses and men. We pressed for-
ward then through the woods, crossing the Nolensville road, moving by
the left tlank, and, passing through a small field, entered another wood-
land. Here the brigade, marching in line of battle, engaged the enemy
in a cedar bough [brake|. The enemy fell back. .<<c took 21 prisoners
and pressed the enemy.  We found that we were in advance of our :_.:.
of battle, and that we were about to be flanked by them on our right in
heavy force. One of the prisoners taken said that had we ﬁmm.ﬁ:._b:
100 yards farther we would have been surrounded by an entire division
in ambush and thus cut off. The Forty-fourth and Thirty-seventh were
marched by the left flank and reunited with the balance of the brigade,
which fell back, to avoid a flank movement of the cnemy, to our own
lines.

Under the direction of the general, the brigade was reformed and
ordered forward to support a portion of what 1 supposed was MeCown’s
division, already engaging the enemy. We E..:,,,.._:.; through along picce
of woods, entering a large corn-field, where we found that the enemy had
checked that portion of MeCown’s division, which division was much
seattered and disordered. Their oflicers were endeavoring to rally and
carry them forward. At this moment we reached and passed tham, pass-
ing a small house, and, crossing two fences, we entered a cedar thicket,
which was the strongest natural position we _..._:.:,_:_:.:_...,..# z:om_m: the
day, it being one of large ledges of rock of very rugged formation, pro-
tected by a heavy growth of cedar, Here we engaged the enemy, driving
him back over a fence. A portion of the Forty-fourth crossed over the
fence. It was at this juncture—the enemy gradually _.:.:.:_m. back, stub-
bornly resisting our advance, and taking advantage of the ground—
that the troops on our right were found suddenly to have broken and
given back in confusion, without any apparent cause. A EE::,_mm_ offi-
cer of that command, passing Lieutenant-Colonel ’L ohn L.] McEwen,
[jr.,] said that we were under a heavy cross-fire and must retire. Con-
sequently, being without support, and the men witnessing the flight
on our right, fell back in disorder, in spite of the efforts of the officers
present.
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Miswianippi.

Fifth Regiment of Infantry :
Sergt. William Dabbs, Co. A,
Private Jesso Glass, Co. B,
Corpl. J. J. Smith, Co. C.
Private 8. G. F. Jayroe, Co. D.
Sergt. J. N. Richardson, Co. E.
Seventh Regiment of Infantry :
Private John A. Higginbotham,* Co. A.
Private H. H. Price, Co. B.
Private Richard R. Chaddick, Co. C.
Private Jeptha Creel, Co. D.
Sergt. George Stewart, Co. E.

Eighth Regiment of Infantry:
Private W. T. Robertson, Co. A,
Private J. H. Bonds, Co. B.
Private W. J. Pitman, Co. C.
Corpl. G. B. Risher, Co. D.
Private S. T, Massey, Co. E.

Ninth Regiment of Infantry:
Private T. E. Bowden,* Co. A.
Private Thomas Gill, Go. B.
Color-Sergt. H. A, McCrosky, Co. C.
Sergt. George I\ U:ﬁm. Co. D.
Private John McAfee,* Co. .

Forty-first Regiment of Infantry:
Sergt. John A. Moore, Co. A.
Private A. W. Bell, Co. D.
Private A. F. Anderson, Co. E.
Private A. SBandoers, Co. F.
Private Samuel N. Richey, Co. G.

Sergt. W. A. Snow, Co. F.
Private 8. I, Fondren, Co. G.
Sergt. D. L. MeC r Qo HL
Private W. K. Flanagan, Co. 1.
Private H. 11. McMichacl, Co. K.

Private B. Drimmond, Co. F.

Private M. B. Stringer, Co. G

Private A. Z. Coker, Co. H. i
Private P. W. Rogera, Co. I,

Sergt. A. E. Ford, Co. K.

Private D. F. Hilban, Co. F.
Corpl. A. W. Atwood, Co. G.
Private J. . Lucy, Co. H.
Private Joel Fostoer, Co. 1.
Private W, W. Wautson, Co. K.

Corpl. E. W. Dowty, Co. F.
Privato W. T. Hollis, Co. G.
Private B. C. Lipscomb,* Co. H.
Sergt. D. R. Biles, Co. L.
Private W, H. Wheeler, Co. K.

Private G. D. Nelson, Co. H.
Private P. Ledbetter, Co. 1.
Private . L, Counstantine, Co. K.
Corpl. W. M. Baker, Co. L.

Companies B and C declined making selections.

Ninth Battalion of Sharpshooters:
FPourth Sergt. M. Murphy, Co. A, |

First Sergt. Joseph B. O'Brien, Co. A.

Sergeant Murphy waa selected by Maj, W. C. Richards, commanding battalion.
Companies B and C declined making selections.

Stanford’s Light Battery :
Private Richard H. Elliott.

Jetferson Artillery :
Capt. P, Darden.

Maj. R. B. Bnowden, sasistant adjutant-
general,

North Carolina.

Twenty-niuth Regiment of Infantry :
Corpl. Abner B. Froeman, Co. A.
Private Thomas Elkin, Co. B.
Color-bearer James R. Launing, Co. C.
First Sergt. Erwin F. Roberts, Co. D.
Corpl. Willburn 8. Smith, Co. E.

Thirty-ninth Regiment of Infantry :
Col. David Colemnan.
Lient, Col. Hugh H, Davidson.
Actg. Adjt. Isaac S. Hyams.
First Licat. Abram Booker, Co. A.
First Lient. William T. Anderson, Co. B.
Sergt. John C. Rogers, Co. A.

Companios G aud IT made no selection ; Compuany K not in action.

" Killed 1n action.

Private Devania Millsaps, * Co. F.
Private Abraham Hedrick, Co. G.
Private James A. Gillespie, Co. H.
Private Thomas Willis, Co. I.
Private Robert King, Co. K. |

Private William T. West, Co. B.
Private James W. Cobl, Co. C.
Private James B. A. Staten, Co. D.
Private Moses Fulbright, Co. E.
Sergt. John W. Wiggins, Co. F.
Sorgt. John . Moore, Co. 1.

1
.
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South Carolina,

Tenth Regiment of Infantry :
First Lieut. C. (. White, Co. A.

)
Private A. J. McCants, Co. A.
Private J. 8. Beaty, Co, B.
Privato W. D, Hewitt, Co. C.
Private G. 8 Flowers, Co. D.
Sergt. C. W. Cockfield, * Co. E,
Private G. W. Curry, Co. F.

Nineteenth Regiment of Infantry

Col. A. J. Lythgoe.

Maj. John A. Crowder,

Private Benjamin W. Boothe, Co. A.
Private Samuel S. Horn, Co. B.
Sergt. W. H. Burkhalter, Co. C.
Private W. A. Black, Co. D.

Private J. Cannon, Co. G.
Private N. Gray, Co. H,

Private W. H. Posten, Co. L
Private J. W. H. Bunch, * Co. K.
Private J. A. Boatwright, Co. L.
Sergt. 8. B. Rhuarck, Co. M.

Private 8. D. McCoy, Co. E.
Private Samuel Bloodsworth, Co. F.
Sergt. Seth A. Jordan, Co. G.
Private Jaes McClain, Co. H.
Private James Jones, Co. I.

Sergt. Martin Yonce, Co. K.

Tennesses,

Second Regiment of Infantry :
Color-8ergt. John C. Ferris.

Fourth Regiment of Infantry :

Bergt. J. B. Wendall, Co. B.
Corpl. M. R. Brown, Co. C.
Private R. L. Matthews, Co. E.

Fifth Regiment of Infantry:

Sergt. J. P. Hardcastle, Co. A.
Second Lieut. Z. B. Hamrick, Co. B.
Color-Sergt. W. Davis, Co, C.

First Lieut. W. T. Grissom, Co. C.
Capt. R. B. Roberts, Co. D.

Second Lieut. W. W. Mascy, Co. K.
First Lieut. J. B. Blair, Co. G.
Sergt. J. Swan, Co. G.

Second Lieut. 8. R, Richards, Co. H.
Second Lieut. W, H. Ballard, Co. L.

Eighth Regiment of Infantry :

Private D. T. Perkins,* Co. A.
Private R. E. Coalson,* Co. B,
Sergt. J. M. Jones, Co, C.
Sergt. W. J. Armstrong,* Co. D,
Sergt. Willie Simmons,* (o, E.

Seventeenth Regiment of Infantry :

Col. A. B. Marks,

Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd.

Adjt. James B, Fitzpatrick.

Capt. F. B. Terry, Co. A.

First Lieut. G. W. Corn, Co, D.
First Lieut. H. M. Kinsey, Co. B.
Second Lieut. M. W, E.Er. Co. E.
Corpl. Johu N. Lowry,* Co. A.

Company I declined making a selection.

Nineteenth Regiment of Infantry :

First Sergt. Joseph Thompson, Co. T.
First Sergt. Amos C. Smith, Co. B

Private G. M. Whitson, Co. @.
Bergt. J. F. 8eay, Co. b
Private R. W. Mullins, Co. I

Corpl. W. F. Diggs, Co. A.

Second Sergt. J. A. Aguilar, Co. B.
Sergt. L. D, Holland, Co. C.
Private W. T. Ballard, Co. D.
Corpl. W. A. Thompson, Co. E.
Private J. J. Hagler, Co, F.
Private D. C. Baucum, Co. G.
Private W. C. Malin,* Co. H.
Private G. W. Costen,* Ce. L
Corpl. J. B. Johnson, Co. K.

First Sergt. E. B. Little,* Co. F.
Private R. H. Gaines,* Co. G.
Private T. G. Hall, Co. H.

Sergt. J. T. Luna, Co. L.

Sergt. Maj. W. H. Holmon,* Co. K,

Bergt. P. L. Shaftner, Co. B.
Sergt. W. T. Jones, Co. C.
Bergt. Robert Rollins, Co. D.
Private J. D. Martin, Co. E.
Private John L. Conley, Co. F.
Private J. H. Gober, Co. Q.
Private M. G. Liggett,* Co. H.
Private T. C. Mitchell, Co. K.

| Bergt. George N. Richardson, Co. K.
|

The other companies declined making seloctions,
— 4

* Killed in action.
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