THE DIARY OF SIMON MAYER
1862-1865




Our family has a direct link to the Civil War and the Confederacy. Our great-great
grandparents, John and Janette Mayer, and their large family were linked in battle through
their fourth oldest, Simon Mayer, and relatives Oscar Levy and Simon Lehman, as well as
their own efforts to repel or foil Union forces in and around Natchez.1

Simon Mayer - the “Major” - is without question our most noted Civil War veteran,
with stories told and written about his exploits and avowed dedication to “the cause”, along
with this diary and letters that he wrote during his service with the Mississippi 10th
Infantry that was first mustered in 1861.

Simon and his nephew, Oscar Levy, who emigrated from Landau, France in 1850,
when he was only seven years old, enlisted in a local militia - the Natchez Light Infantry -
in 1861, completed 90 days service in Kentucky, then enlisted in March 1862 with the
Natchez Southrons, which became Company B in the 10t Mississippi. Simon was 23 years
old and began with the 10t Mississippi as a private, with duties as a clerk to Gen. James
Ronald Chalmers. He was, after all, 4’8” - and while small in stature, his height probably
saved his life or from serious wounds more than once. Simon Lehman, who emigrated in
1859 when he was 17 years old, and Oscar Levy served as medical corpsman, and while the
casualty rate in the Civil War spared few from serious wounds or death, the fact that our
family had three members serve - and live - during three years of war is noteworthy.

Simon served his three years largely as an aide to Confederate generals — Chalmers,
James Patton Anderson, and Jacob H. Sharp and would be in the company of numerous
others while carrying out his duties - and while it's unclear whether he, Oscar and Simon
were present at Shiloh in April 1862, at least Simon would be present when the 10t fought
at three other critical battles — Stones River, Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge.

Interestingly, he writes in his diary of being bucked off his horse during the Stones
River fighting before withdrawing from the field with an injured Gen. Chalmers to a
dentist’s home in Murfreesboro, but not of the legendary story of having his hat shot from

his head at Missionary Ridge.

! Several accounts are utilized for this brief biography of Major Simon Mayer, including: Simon Mayer Family
Papers, No. 815, Howard Tilton Memorial Library, Tulane University; Aunt Sister’s Book, 1929; Mayer Family
Reunion book, February 2002; The Jewish Confederates, by Robert N. Rosen.
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According to the family story, he was galloping across the battlefield when a bullet
passed through his perched, military-style campaign hat, missing his head. He was initially
reported as killed in action, prompting his sisters to prepare for the return of his body and
his burial when they received a telegram confirming that he was, in fact, alive.

One of Aunt Sister’s favorite “Major Simon” stories tells of a dinner our great-great
uncle attended with Gen. Sharp at a home in Tennessee. As the officers, including Major
Mayer, filed in, the hostess mentioned that the seat next to the general was for his “little

boy,” to which the general retorted, “Madam, that little boy is my brave aide-de-camp Major

Simon Mayer.”
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One more story also is told - cited in the

Mayer Family Reunion booklet as taken from “Jews
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in Early Mississippi” - that war comrades told
stories of the “Little Mississippi Major” reflecting
upon his kindness to the wounded. One story tells of
his dismounting from his horse to allow a wounded
soldier to ride while Simon walked alongside.

While Simon was away at war, his family was

living through wartime Natchez. His father, John,
organized a home guard. When the Union gunboat,

Essex, arrived in September 1862, John and other
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Figure 1 lohn Mayer; (Photo courtesy of

the Goldring-Wldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish believing their town was under attack when, in fact,
Life)

older men of Natchez took the fight to the Yankees,

the Union soldiers were seeking only supplies, and
not a fight.

The Essex returned fire, its shells causing fires in numerous homes and forcing the
mayor to surrender the city. The sole casualty was seven-year-old Rosalie Beekman, who
died in the Mayer home.

When the Union soldiers threatened to burn Natchez to the ground, the Mayers and
their neighbors moved quickly to nearby towns. John Mayer eventually bought a home in
Washington, five miles from Natchez, to house his family while he continued to live in their

Natchez home to keep his businesses operating.
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The Mayer story continues a year later after the fall of Vicksburg. Resentful of the
Union occupation of both Vicksburg and their hometown, Janette Mayer and two of her
daughters would hide much-needed clothing and supplies in their hoop skirts for delivery
to friends, who would then send the goods on to Confederate soldiers.

According to a family story, on one occasion, as they confronted Union soldiers who
ordered them to show their papers, “With fear and trembling, Emma handed the guard the
papers. Imagine her delight when she noticed that he was trying to read them upside own.
‘Any contraband goods?’ the guard asked. ‘No’ replied the girls. ‘Drive on then and have a
nice day with your friends.”

More controversial, though, was an event involving daughter, Ophelia. She wrote a
letter describing the occupying general as a “miserable tyrant”. Unfortunately, the letter
didn’t make it out of Union hands. She was arrested and confined in the Natchez City Hall

along with 20 other women.

Union soldiers surrounded the Mayer home

for three days - no one in or out - and the Mayer
store was closed, the family threatened with
confiscation of all their goods. A “Yankee”
businessman, Isaac Lowenburg, a sutler who had
traveled south with the Union Army, had come to
know the Mayers as he tried to befriend Ophelia, and
he prevailed upon the authorities to release her and

the other women.

Ophelia and Isaac were married in January

Figure 2 Janette Mayer, the Major’s mother
— our great-great grandmother. 1865. They are Aunt Sister’s mother and father.

Simon, meanwhile, writes in his diary about hearing of the arrest. In one of his
letters, he writes of his concern for his sisters, telling them, “don’t let the scoundrels
intimidate you. Afraid to come out and meet us on the battlefield like men, they, like brutes,
make war upon defenseless woman & children.” In that same letter, he beseeches his
brother, Henry, to join the men “now fighting for our rights and independence.” (See

below.)




Despite their transgressions against the Union, the Mayers and their home
continued throughout the war to be a center for mutual discussion between Confederate
and Union supporters. “Only people of the highest culture and dignity can sustain
themselves honorably in such an anomalous position, and Natchez was the place to find
such people,” according to one account of the times.

Simon returned home a hero, married Emma Roos and they named their first child
Robert E. Lee Mayer. In 1898, the Major spoke to a gathering of Confederate veterans on
Robert E. Lee’s birthday, reminding them of the “Lost Cause” and those who died “with the
rest of Heaven upon their cheeks & the fire of liberty in their eyes.”

The record seems to be clear of the Major’s fervent support for the Confederacy. In
the April 1864 (see page 241) letter to his family, the Major asks of his brother:

“ ... to at least join the Army now battling for our rights and independence. I hope he

has awakened to the realities of the situation, & no longer can remain passive to the

scenes that are daily enacted in the grand drama now in full play upon this continent,
but that he sees that he too has a part of play, and will with light heart & strong arm,
backed by a determination to do or die, come forth and take his place on the broad
arena. I am in full earnest in regard to the course I have marked out for him, and I do
not want it said, when Peace shall once more gladden our hearts, that a brother of
mine, who had nothing to keep him back, acted the coward, and was afraid to come
out & meet his would be masters, and subjugators. I hope that my pleadings in the last
few letters that I have written are not in vain.”

In that same letter, he is clear in his loathing of the Union supporters, who he
termed abolitionists. He says the followers of Abraham Lincoln have made war “upon the
decrepit old age, defenseless women & helpless infancy,” engaged in “rapine, destruction &
murder” and of “starving our people” into subjugation.

Robert Rosen, in his landmark work, “The Jewish Confederates”, says that Jewish
soldiers such as Simon Mayer fought for the South for many reasons. Some of the soldiers
had fled their native Germany to avoid military service, yet eagerly volunteered for the
Confederacy. Rosen says simply that Jewish Johnny Rebs fought for:

“... Patriotism and love of country; to defend their homeland, their yearning for a

fatherland they could believe in; Jewish tradition as they understood it; to demonstrate to
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the North that their rights, liberty and property, including slaves, could not be assailed;
hatred for the Yankees; social and peer pressure; being caught up in the frenzy of secession
and war; to escape from home and everyday work and see the world; for adventure, pay
and excitement; and to prove that Jews could fight.”

Noted historian and author, Rabbi Bertram Korn, wrote, “The Jews of the
Confederacy had good reason to be loyal to their section. Nowhere else in America -
certainly not in the antebellum North - had Jews been accorded such an opportunity to be
complete equals as in the old South.”

After the war, the family’s Confederate soldiers returned home. Simon Lehman, who
was about 24 years old when the war ended, became a naturalized citizen in 1868, married
in 1874 and he and his wife, Sallie (the census lists her as “Sarah”), are found in the 1880
census living in Union Church, MS, about 45 miles east of Natchez. They have two children,
Jonas, 5, and Henrietta, 2, and Simon is working in merchandising

Aunt Sister - Clara Lowenburg - writes in her memoirs about visiting the Lehman
family in 1881 in Union Church. She says that Simon was running a plantation store. “It was
our first venture into grown-up land. We went buggy riding with the boys that clerked in
the store and grown-up men called on us at night,” she writes. “One man who name was
Galbraith called on evening and we sat on the gallery talking to him, in the moonlight. He
was an accomplished tobacco chewer and spitter, so expert was he in spitting a ring around
us that when we left, Cousin Simon had to reach a hand to help us jump over it without
getting the juice on our shoes.”

She writes that the Lehman’s had a “comfortable home” in Union Church, but Sallie
Lehman wanted her children to attend school in a bigger town, so the family sold their
home and moved to New Orleans. In the 1900 census, the family is still in Mississippi - in
Natchez. With them are a daughter-in-law, Clara, her four-month old daughter, Esther,
sons, Jonas and Harrod, and daughter, Henrietta. Simon is working in wholesale
merchandising, his sons as store clerks. From burial registry records, we know that Simon
died in 1908 in Memphis, and is buried in a New Orleans cemetery.

Aunt Sister also writes about Oscar Levy, who marries in 1875 and leaves
Mississippi for San Francisco. While attending a wedding in St. Louis, Aunt Sister finally

meets him. She writes: “Cousin Oscar Levy, a nephew of Grandpa Mayer who none of our
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generation had seen, was in St. Louis and was so happy to meet us. He had dearly loved our
mother, Ophelia. He had married a very rich woman and they were living in San Francisco.”

Whether he had married rich is hard to determine from census records. In 1900,
he’s living with his wife, Flora, and two children, Robert, 23, and Charles, 22, in an
apartment building about four blocks from San Francisco’s Union Square. His occupation
was merchandising. Aunt Sister would see the Levy’s at least twice more, according to her
memoirs.

Simon Mayer died in 1905 of a gunshot wound to the head, an apparent accident
when a small pistol he kept at his bedside fell to the floor and discharged, the bullet striking
him behind his right ear. He is buried with many of his family members in the Natchez City
Cemetery, Jewish Hill section.

The original diary is in the Rare Books Library at Hebrew Union College in
Cincinnati, donated in 1955 by Simon Mayer’s son, Harold, who also donated the letters to
Tulane. A photo and brief description of the diary, as well as a five-minute podcast about

the diary’s contents, can be accessed here:

http://americanjewisharchives.org/aja/aje/details.php?id=700

The diary also is part of the American Jewish Archives on-line discussion about Jews
and the Civil War. The family also may find interesting this link to the Archives’ on-line

discussion: http://americanjewisharchives.org/aja/aje/details.php?id=701&page=1

That’s a link to Julius Ochs and his Civil War experience. He married Bertha Levy, who was
a niece to our great-great-grandfather, John Mayer. Julius and Bertha’s son, Adolph Ochs,
would become the owner of the New York Times, as well as a frequent travel companion of
Aunt Sister. The Ochs also welcomed Aunt Sister and other family members into their

homes numerous times, according to her memoirs.



http://americanjewisharchives.org/aja/aje/details.php?id=700
http://americanjewisharchives.org/aja/aje/details.php?id=701&page=1

The Diawy of Major Simov Mayer
1862-1865
10™ Mississippi Infantry
Confederate States of Americaw (CSA)
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1862

Onthe evening of the 29th July 1862 we struck tents at

Saltillo, Miss. and marched dowwn to-the depot. The cars, as
expected, were not on hand, and withv av rainv
comumending to-fall we pitched owr tenty and
prepaved for o nighty rest. Nothing of interest
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occwrred duwring the night, with the exceptio of
the firing of some eight guny off invthe distance;
which caused somewhat of avv alowrmy, but all soon
was again quiet and Morphews reigned supreme.

30t The following morning at 7 1/2 ©’Clock
we went aboard the cary and were soovw wending
owr way over the Mobile and Ohio-Railroad
towawds Mobile. Along the line of RR we were pretty
well treated, pawticulawly by the ladies who-at each
successive place seemed to-try to-outvie those of the
place just left, invtheir kindness to-the soldiers.

We arrived at Mobile on the morning of the
31st. and were immediately transported from the
cars, or rather mowched under the escovt of

covalry, (this, however, was not at all inv honor of
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us, but to-keep the mewv invthe ranks), to-the boat
lying at the whautf. Ay soonw as all were aboawd, she
left her mooring, and soon turned her head out to-
seau. O our way awound the poink, we passed the
Confederate Stv. “Florida’, the Cottow Clad Rouww
“Baltic” and two- of the water Batteries evected for
the defernse of the City. We soow reached the Tensos
River ond at 4 P.M. we were landed at Hayne's
Landing. Here we disembarked and awaited the
avrival of the cars. Pending the awrrival of the cars,
the Boys generally performed something ivv which
we all stood greatly in need - ouv ablution. At 8
O’Clock P.M., we were aboard the cars, and
trovelling al the heels of the Ironw Horse towards

Montgomery, Alo
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The folowing morning, the 1st. of August, we
reached Pollard Station, and that evening, amid
one of the heawviest showers of rain, inv which it was
ever my lot to- be caught, we halted at Montgomery.
Here we stopped over night, pitching tents near the
Fair Grounds, ond the next day, 2nd, at about 2
O’Clock, we were agaivw aboard the cors bound for
Atlonta, Gau. Along the line of RR. between these two-
places, we were greeted at every station, and
between them, withv perfect showers of fruits,
accompanied by the sweet smile of woman, whichv
alone was enough to- assure us we were welcome,
and while oft turning back the dastordly ivwaders
from the soil they dawe pollute by their presence,

were not forgottem
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We reached Atlanta onw Sunday, the 3rd, at
about 12 N and at 2 O’Clock P.M. we were agaiv ovw
owr wayy to- Chattanooga. We stopped all night at av
station about 30 miles from Atlantoy, inv
consequence of the daww train being behind time:

The next morning at about 7 O’Clock, the 4th,
we left the Station for Chattanooga where we
awvrived at 4 O’Clock P.M. Ow ouwr way to-
Chattanooga, we crossed the Chickamogee River 13
times. At one place, when twrning a curve inv the
valley, I was deeply impressed with the beautiful
scenery before me. Just here we crossed o long
bridge of trestlework, had the cleoaw and placid
waters running beneativus, and extending o

either side, winding ity wayy wnth lost inv the
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mouwntaing, the little village of Cawtersvile, inv ouw
front, and the Blue Ridge of Mountaing o either
flank. AT Chattanoogo, we remained wntil 5
O’Clock when we were sent out to- Tejuers Station,
about 11 miles from Chattanooga, whichy had beev
selected as the caomping ground of the Reserve
Division Army of the Miss. The 10th Miss. being the
only Regiment present of our Brigade, we were
comparatively at our ease for afew days. General
Chalmers and stoff awrived on the 7th and the next
day, the 8th, all was going along as usual. At this
place we had chances of buying provisions and
fored pretty well. Here we remained until the 18th
whewn av forwowrd movement was ovdered, ouwr tenty

struck, and we mowched to-the Terwnessee River,
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passing through the toww of Hawrison, Texwv - at
which place we met withv neither cheers nor smiles,
everything seeming desolate, and it was here that
we sow o foundry completely deserted, and out of
the furnace where once flowed the mouwlten irown,
now was underneativ overgroww withv grass and
weeds. What atheme for & movalist!

We crossed the Tennessee River at Jolwutos
Ferry and encamped upow ity bank. No- sooner were
the boys put at “Rest” than down to-the River they
rushed to-enjoy av bathing and swim i ity cleawr
and beautiful water. Here I met onthe 24th withv
anv accident which neow cost me the loss of my left
eye. While writing at Headquawters and others were

putting up atent, they accidentally let the pole
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foll, which striking the table; recoiled,; struck me
under the eye and withv such force as to- cause me to-
fall senseless to-the ground in which unconscious
state I lovy for about 2 1/2 minutes, when I had the
wound dressed, and for afew days went withv one
eye blind.

Onthe 26th a forwowrd move was ovdeved and
we struck tents, and mawrched to- Camp Walthall
neoawr Dallas, Terwv., av distounce of about 3 miles.
Here we were encamped invv v beautiful place withv
the Cumberland Mouwntaing inv full view all thes
time. We remained here until the 30th whesn we
moved to- Possum Hollow, av distounce of about 8
miles, which place we reached about dusk, and set

up headquartersy under o large Oak Tree; ovw the
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side of a hilly, and under shadow of several lawge
rocks; withv v beauntitful, clear and cold spring of
water about 20 yowds distant.

Owthe morning of the 315t at 4 O’Clock we were
agairw ow our mawvchy and reached Smitivs Cross
Roads about dusk when we were mustered for poy
and ordered to- cook thwee dayy rations preparatory
to- crossing the mountaing. We; that night, went to-
Movrgantown; a small village at the foot of
Waldew's Ridge, and encamped there for the night.
At 5 O’Clock onthe 1t we commenced to-cross that
highv and rugged peak; 1800 feet high, and o
roughv and tedious road it was. At several presented
with beauntiful views of the surrounding couwntry.

Fruit trees were inv abundance both on the side and
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at the top of the Ridge. This day we marched 22
miles and halted owthe top of the descending
roads where we bivouacked for the night and I
howve had one of the most severe headaches witihv
whichvI hawve ever suffered.

Onthe 2nd we descended to-Pikeville, Texw.
and there halted to-rest. Heve we were encamped
owthe top of o elevation, with the range of
mountaing surrouwnding us and the beautiful
Sequatchie Valley inv our front, the scenery was
supremely grand. We halted here until the
morning of the 4th of September, when we stawted
to- cross the Cumberland Mountaing, o heightihv of
2,000 feet above the level of the sea. We crossed it

and encamped at the opposite base on the night of
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the 5thv and the folowing morning, the 6th,
mauwched throughv Spawta to- Bunkers Hill, where we
awriveds at about 4 P.M.

Onwthe 7th at 6 A.M. we stowted and mawched
all day, and hauwled up at Bashams Springs, Terwv,
but rather a rough looking place: I will here
recovd that all along the route, the “peculiowr
institutionw” was rather scarce, and fully explained
the cause of the people’ s kewarmmess;, since the
arnouncement of the abolition policy of the
Lincolw despotism.

O the morning of the 8th, we stauwted for the
Cumberland River, whichv place we reached albout 4
P.M., passing thwough Gainesboro, and Douglv's

Pass invthe Mouwntaing. At Gainesboro- we were
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greeted withv cheers and wowving of handkerchiefy
and cheered on to-deeds of immortality. We
encamped upow the banks of the Cumberland and
enjoyed av swimv ow ity cleawr and placid, bosow and
the thought struck me forcibly, that that same
smoothvond tranquil could hawdly hove beew the
same river that had beenw av pathwoy, as it were, to-
the Yankee hirelings, and caused such a gloow
and degree of depressiov over the whole Southern
peoble at the fall of Fort Donelson, but such it was,
and I rejoiced at the fact that owr troobs; there
swrrendered;, were again ivv arms, and that the
Fort was but lately evacuated by the Federals.
Owthe morning of the 9th at 7 O’Clock, we

stowted for Centreville, Tevwv. and, after a tiresome
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and, roughv mawch of 20 miles; halted within 1/2
mile of the place and 1 1/2 miles of the Terwnessee
and Kentucky line, where we pitched ouwr Head
Quauters; beneativa beautiful walnut grove, withvav
cleawr creek ruvwning at our feet. On owr road to-this
place, we passed o cave knoww as Novtiv Fork Cave;,
whichv I entered and penetrated to-the deptivof
importance. Onthe 13th I stawrted out to-Cave City
with the wagons and reached the place about 9
O’Clock P.M. and, to-my surprise;, found the whole
Command gone; and was unable to-find out from
arwone their wherealbouty or which road they had
taken. Being somewhat tired, I laid dowwn to-rest,
withy the hopes of the breaking of dovy thwrowing
some Light upow their whereabouts.
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MUNFORDVILI.E?

The morning of the 14th; as I had hoped, came;
and with it the newsy of the Brigade having gone to-
Memfordsville road and that firing was heawrd in
that vicinity eanrly invthe morning. I soow leawrned
fromv o Couwnier, sent back by the General, for all the
wagons that could be sent forward, to-bring back
the wounded, that there had been av fight and I
immediately jumped into-the first wagon, awrmed
withy o bottle of whiskey, and o hawersack of edibles
and wa soov o my wayy to-Rowlette Station, at
whichv place owr wounded lovy. I there found E.J.
Pasko- movtally wounded, Nathaw Foules severely

wounded inv the left breast and Chas. Houk badly

2 http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/munfordville.html
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wounded inthe fleshy powt of the thigh by avpiece of
shell and M. Hughes; H. Heidegger, Joe Haughton,
G. Eisle and E. Kibbe slightly wounded, but the last
named were v av day or so-onw duty again. I hope
that I may be sparved the witnessing agair of such
sighty as were therve to-be seen. Menw who-but av few
short momenty before were inv all the vigor of life,
now lie prostrate by the desolating hand of wawr,
bruised and mangled in every conceivable
mawwner, some with their arms and legs shattered,
others pierced thwough the body, head; and, inv
fact, suffering almost unenduwrable agonies and
excruciating paiv. From the boys I leawrned at
daylight on the 14th; owr Brigade; commonly
knoww in this Army as the “highv pressure brigade”
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attocked the enemy inv his entrenchuments and
fortifications overlooking Greenw River, and ov
desperate fight ensued during which owr Brigade
charged the works thwee successive tumes and were
each time repulsed withy heavy loss. Owr regiment,
the Bloody 10th Miss., which had made ity movk
upon the sanguine fields of Shiloh, was o the left,
and was under o most galling fire from the enemy,
of Grape and Canister, for about 4 hours whew av
flag of truce was sent inv for the cessation of
buried. Owr gallant Colonel;, Robt. A. Smithv of
Jackson, Miss. was severely wounded, it is feared
mortally, although when we left Memfordsville he

was st alive. But slight hopes; if any, were
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entertained of his recovery. His loss to-the regiment
is wreparable; as by the congeniality of his spirit
and the magnanimity of heouwt he has endeared
hinmself to-all under his command as will stand the
test of ages, and his kind treatment to-his men will
ever be freshv invtheir memories. “None named him,
but to-praise; none know himv but to-love.” Our LE.
Col. Jas. G. Bullawd of Itawamba, was gallantly
cheering on hig men, whew he fell, his body
literally riddled witiv balls. He lived about 15
miruites, and his last wovds were, “I die inv v
glorious cause, I die for the Confederacy, tell my
wife of this, and tell her my last thoughts were of
her and the little ones.” Thus passed from this

world one of the most kind heawted and affable
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spirity as ever trod the eawthvand his memory will
ever be greesv invthe heowty of the mewv of the 10thv
Regiment, whew recalling the terrible hovrors
under which he passed from this life. “He sleeps his
last sleep and no- sound comv awake him to- glory
again.” E.J. Pasko; owr brother invowms inv Natches
Southerns died the following day, and it can be
of battle, movtally wounded, “his feet to-the field
and his face to-the foe.” “Requiescat invpace.”
After burying all our dead, and taking as
good care as possible of our wounded; we retuwrned
to-Cawve City, where we halted all davy of the 15th,
and o the morning of the 16th, at daylight, the

whole awmy under command of the irwincible
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Bragg mawrched out to-the enemy’s works, and
hawving surrounded it, the General demanded avv
unconditionald surrender. Gung were fired at
night of the 16th, Col. Wilder, 50thv Indiana
Regiment Comumand Post, unconditionally
suwrrendered his whole Command, some 4300 mewy
with about 6000 stand of awms, 210 pieces of
awvtillery, and o lawrge supply of Commissary and
Quawter Master stores and ammunition. In the
fight on the 14th our Brigade went inv withv 1500
meww and lost 36 killed aond 242 wounded. Our
regiment lost 117 killed and wounded.

Ownthe morning of the 17th, owr regiment

moved into-the Fort, and the prisoners were
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mawched out on the Turnpike where they laid doww
their awrms, the Commanding Officer giving his
sword to-Kentucky’s gallant son, Buckner. The
Yankees seemed rather downheouwted, as they had
only beew v service about thwee weeks, and were so-
soow brought to-the humiliating alternative of
suwrrender. We were permitted to- remain here about
two- days and thew destroying the RR bridge; we
stawted, onthe 20th for Hodgerwille, but marched
16 miles and halted for the night inv anv opew freld.
The next morning, the 21st, we stouted at daylight
and mawched to-Hodgerwille, where we encamped
for the night.

Onthe 22nd we stouwted and mowched 18 miles;

and stopped, at night about 5 miles from
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Bawrdstown, Kentucky. Onthe 23rd we crossed Salt
River, and passed through Bawdstown, to-Mill Creek
upowthe Springfield Road; where we encamped. At
Bawdstown we were greeted by the whole
population, who-turned out to-receive us, witiv
heawty good cheers, and the wawing of Confederate
Flags and Con. We passed thwough towwn to-the step
of “Dirie’.

Onthe 24%, we awe still invthe saume
encampment nothing of inferest transpiving,
excepting the raising of o flag over the Count House
at Bardstoww by General Buckner, upovw which
occasion the people were addressed by Bragg, Polk,

Buckner and Chalmenrs.




The 25th;, we awre still encamped, ovv Ml Creek;
oand 3 1/2 miles from Bawrdstown. On the 26th,
nothing worthy of note occurred, still remaining
inv the saume encampment, whichv by the way wos
wsed by the Federals whew last here, and called
Camp Roupeaw. Onwthe 27th, v good shower of ravin
fell, which served to-lay the dust which was very
bad, and being from o twrnpike road, wos very
injurious to-the eyes. At about 2 O’Clock, we struck
tents, or rather flies, and moved over towowrd
Nagoweth; being thenw 1 1/2 miles nearer
Bawdstown, and encamped upow Stewawrt Creek;,
hawing av good spring of water neawr at hand.

Onthe 28th, it being Sunday, I went to-toww to-

the Catholic Cathedral, which is v very neat
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structure; being finely decovated within, and the
and, music was splendid, as good as any I have
ever heawd invov choir. The priest delivered a very
good sermovn. Owr walk to-townw and back was quite
pleasant. We; on the way back to-camp, stopped at o
houwse to- get water, and were asked in to-take av
seat and rest, which we accepted, pawticularly as
the inwitation was extended by a nice, goods
looking young lady, with whow we spent ov
pleasant howr or two-

Ownthe 29th nothing worthy of note trawnspired,
still remaining at Camp Smith, trained inv honor of
owr gallant Colonel. The 30th, 1st and 2nd were

sbent invthe saume place, nothing occurring to-
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disturh-the dudl monotony of the previous davys,
except such rumory ay are generally heard arouwnd
camp and which tend to-keep up the excitement.

O the morning of the 3rd, we were ovdered to-
move o the Springfield road, and we mawrched o
that doy 14 miles, halting neow the St. Joseph's
Conwent, o Catholic school for young ladies. The
General being uwmwell was inwvited doww to- stayy all
night at the house but he respectfully declined. The
Mother received Officers and mewn alike withv
mowked kindness and the guowds stationed at the
place during the night were very well treated,
being furnished withv supper and withv breakfost

before leaving in the morning.
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Onthe 5Sthvat 4 1/2 O’Clock we were onw our
mavchvfor Davwille passing thwough the toww of
Springfield which, by the way, iy a very pretty place
indeed; and where we were greeted withvcheering
and, wawing of handkerchiefs and a disploy of
Confederate flags; and also-passed thwough the
town of Perryville where we were also- well received,
and passing over the bridge acrossy a creek, we went
out the Pike aond encamped about 1 mile from town
neawr two-of the cleawest springs I have ever seer.

Ow the morning of the 6th; ovders having come
to- General Withers, to- move on to-Dawvwille road -
and being out of avfew little necessaries; I went on
ahead to-Darwille but was unable to-procure

anything but some tobacco- which the men were
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overjoyed to-get, hawving beev out for neowr a week.
Davwille iy v beauntiful place and the sulburbs
reminded me of Natchesz, the beautiful sites and
fine houwses. In Dawwille, I leawrned from Gen. Tomv
Walker, Judge Advocate on Bragg's Staff; that the
Brigade had gone to-Hawrrodsburg and off I put for
the place. Tiwed as I was I reached Harrodsburg at
about 4 P.M., and was some two- hours finding out
where the Brigade had gone but finally hawing
learned the road they had takew; I stowted and
reached camp at about 8 P.M. Owr Brigade was
encamped, upon the banks of Salt River, the saume
old river where the brokenw downw politicians gave
up whew they had played out. Wee moved onw at

daylight. We encaumped near av chuwrchy whichv is
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noted in the History of this powt of the State, as
some years back, a guawrd was stationed around it
duwring service to-prevent the Indians from
attacking them. Near by is now buit av large stone
residence onw the site of what was once knowwnw as
“Fort McAfee”. We were ordered to-cook two-days
rattons ond be ready to- move at o moment’s
notice; the line of mawchv all being ready, was
taken up about 7 O’Clock P.M., the moow being
bright and cleawr. We mowched wnitil 3 O’Clock A.M.
o the 8th when we halted onw the Davwille pike
howing passed thwrough the town of Salvisaw on the
route. Here at this place the ground is just two-

miles across from Salt River to-Kentucky River.
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Ownthe 9th, ovders being given to-get ready for
a fight, I joined the Compary, procuring o g
and equipment, and was soow ready. The march
was taken up at about 9 O’Clock A.M. when we were
advonced cautiously toward the enemy. Our
cavalry were soow skirmishing with thew and tooks
several prisoners, among them the color corporal
withv his colors, owwr Cavalry hawing charged the
enemy whereupow they fled and left the “Colovs” in
owr possession. Advancing about two-or thwee miles;
we were drown up v line of battle to-the left of the
twnpike, under cover of a il and here

At 1 O’Clock on the morning of the 10th we

advanced by the “right flank” through ov cross road
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with the infention of surprising the enemy at
daylight ond advanced cautiously until break of
day when we came up with their pickety and brisk
skirmishing ensued, we driving in their pickets,
when we were halted and about 300 prisoners
passed by. We thenw advanced rapidly, and our
regiment was ovdered up to- support the S. Shootery
who- were engaging the enemy. Our regiment
advanced by the right flank doww to-a ravine, and
then formed line of Battle, when the command
“forward guide center” was givenw and o we went
inv line up the Mll thwough av corw field and doww
into-the next ravine;, where we halted again, but
were soow ovdered to-advance again, and moveds

forwowrd until we reached neowly the crown of the
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hill, commanding the position of the enemy, whes
we were ovdered to-kneel. Soon, however, owr
Colonel commanded “Forward Guide Center” and
wasy about to- sy “Mawrchv” whew LE. Banks, aid to-
the General, came up and ordered us to-fall back.
This ovder came just in time to- save our Regiment,
as a few momenty later and we would have
engaged three brigades of the enemy, and would
doubtless hawve suffered severely. When we reached
the road, the whole wing of the awrmy was ovdered
“Left i Front” dowwn the road to-Harrodsburg
Springs; where we halted for about 1/2 howr, whew
we were ordered agaiv into-line and were
mawched out on the Perryville pike to- about two-

miles from Howrrodsburg, where the whole Army was
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droww up v line of battle. AW thig afternoow it
continwed to- rainv and the weather became quite
cold. At ouwr bivouac we buildt huty of rails and
straw to-protect us from the weather.

Ow owr way thwough Harrodsburg, we saw E.
Walworth who- is oww Kirby Smitivy staff. He looked
well and hearty and seemed to- stand soldiering
very well.

Onthe morning of the 11th, at 4 A.M., we fell
back to- Harrodsburg, and o out the Bryontyville
road. At about 3 P.M. we caume to-Dicks River, where
was presented the most pictuwresque view it was ever
my lot to-witness. Stepping out from the road, I
stood upon the brink of avprecipice overlooking the

valley beneativ. The bonks ow either side were of
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solids rock and perfectly perpendicudor, and the
sbrinkling of trees; together withvavfew houses, and
o occasionald cornfield, combined with the cleawr
greenishv water of the Dicks, made the scene
supremely grand. I could hawve stood for howrs
gaging upow it. General E. Kirby Smith heve past us,
and such v shout as went up, cheering hinm ovw i
the pativ of noble dawing, opened at Richwmond, Ky.
onthe 30thvof August, 1862, as made the walkin
ring. He iy v mouwv of medinm sige; somewhat
advanced ivw years, wears spectacles, and seemeds
perfectly inmwed to-the hawrdships of Camp Life. He
wore no-badge or mawk by which he might be
knoww or to- distinguish his rank. We bivouacked

o the opposite bank of the river for the night.
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Onthe 12th, we were drowwnw up i line of battle
expecting the enemyy to-attempt to- cross the river,
but they didwt come. This day whiskey was dealt
out to-the mew and, it made quite o nuwmber of
thew sick.

Owthe 13th, at daylight, we stowted back ovw
the road and went at quick time; or rather
“skedaddled’ before the Yanks who-were close upow
owr heels: We passed through Bryontyville and
Lancaster and halted for the night ovw the
roadside. We mawched this day 27 miles and whesv
we halted we were very much fatigued and hungry,
being on 1/2 rations inv consequence of the scawcity
of bread stuffs. The people invthe towns thwough

which we passed seemed glad that we were leaving
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and some of the ladies wowved Uniow flags at us
and told us “to-git.”

Owthe 14th, we mawched 20 miles;, passing
thwrough Cral- Orchawd, and halted neaw ME.
Vernon, where we bivouacked for the night. This
day I reported back to-the General for duty as my
feet were blistered from the hawd muowches, and I
sow no- necessity of mawching whew I could ride.

Onthe 15th at 6 A.M. we mawched from Camp,
passing through Mt. Vernon at about 7 ©’Clock and
this day made slow progress, the road being roughv
and rugged. The country thwough which we passed
this doy s very poor indeed. We halted neow the
Rock Castle River at about 4 P.M. where we
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rations, they actually did beg the corw for the stock
that they might pawchv it to-eat. Some beef was dealt
out and they were compelled to-eat it without salt
or bread.

Onthe 16th we crossed the river and passed
over av roughv road, and halted inv avv old field o
Little Rock Castle River. On the road we passed the
“Wd Cat Fortificationw’ whichv were erected to- stop
the mawchv of Talicoffer but which he compelled the
Yonks to-evacuate.

At daylight onthe 17th we stawted and
mauwched but six or seven miles halting neawr
Londonw onw Big Lauwwrel Creek. Onthe 18th, at 5 A.M.,
we stowted and passed throughv London, av small

place onthe road, halting for the night near
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Barboursvile, hawving mawched 18 miles, and did
not reach owr bivouac until 12 O’Clock midnight,
which was very disagreealble, pawticudarly as the
mouwntain aiv was quite cold.

Owthe 19th, we passed thwough Barbouwrsville,
passing thwough Flat Lick; o small village: We
mawched 16 miles this dovy.

Onthe 20th; we crossed Cumberland Ford and
proceeded to-withinw 1 1/2 miles of the Gap, whichv
was v sight, when we encamped for the night.
Whew I reached the South side of the Cumberland,
I leawrned that 16 bushwhackers had beew disposed
of the night before, and went out to-where they lovy
to-see themu I saw one of themy;, av young boy of 16

yeaws; whew one of the officers caume up ands
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proposed to-press all those around to-bury the dead
- whew I skedaddled.

Ownwthe 21st, the wagons having advanced over
through the Gap, the colummn was set inv motionw at 8
O’Clock and slowly ascended the mountain and at
20 minutes to-9 O’Clock we passed the cornerstone
which was placed there to- designate the spot where
the States of Kentucky, Tenwnessee and Virginiar
come together, and whichy was inscribed on the
four sides with the naumes of the Government
headquawters of State of eachv of the states, and onw
the fourthv side withv the names of the awrchitectsy.
Since leawving Saltillo; we howe passed thwoughv six
states, naumely - Mississippi, Alabamay, Georgioy
Tenwnessee, Kentucky and Virginio. Cumberlands

44




Gap is the most strongly fortified place I ever saw,
next to- Goblenty on the Rhine. Onthe Novtherw
side there iy a round fort, just hiding the Gap from
view and which commands the valley in front,
while invthe rear, ow either flank of the Gap, rises
two- high peaks which awe also-fortified and about
center faced withv rifle pits. On the Southv side; the
pity around the flank peaks extend o that side;,
and below, and commanding all the approaches;,
awe buidt four casernated batteries, one of 4 guns;
two-of 3 gung, and one of two- gung, whichy make it
impregnable. A splendid spring of water rung ovw
the left of the road, while owthe right runs o very
large stream which works two-flour mills: We

encamped this night on the banks of the Powell
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River, o small streamy, the water of whichv is very
sweet and cleawr as crystal

Onthe 22nd we stawrted ovw the mawrch ands
reached Tazewell; which place was deserted; and
passing thwough the town; we took the Knoxville
road and halting for the night neowr Clinch River,
mawching this day 18 miles.

Owthe 23rd; we crossed Clinch River by wading
it and passing through Maynardville, halted for
the night about 1 mile the Southv side of the latter
place.

Onthe 24th, we mowched from ouwr bivouac
and after o tediows and rough march halted o
Beawer Creek, about 9 miles from Knoxville, where

we bivouacked, for the night. On the 25t still
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remained at ouwr camp the weather, however,
twrning very cold.

Onwthe 25th, Lt. Baker and squad avrived in
camp and brought us all letters from home, which
althoughv old, were very welcome. Onthe 26th, I
arose and found the ground covered withv snow
which continumed to-foll all day, and covered the
ground to-the deptiv of several inches. The Camp o
the 26th presented a beautiful appearance; all
covered withv snow, and the trees drooping under
their weight. Onthe 27th the General left for
Richwmond, Va. Onthe 28th sttll at our old Camp

o Beawver Creek - nothing worthy of note

trowmspiring.
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Onwthe 29tihv I went to-the town of Knoxwville and
bought several little articles. Saw there several
acquaintances but found the toww very dull seeing
no-one but soldiers. Also-saw v guard pressing in
Conscripty which seemed very hawrd but as o matter
of necessity must be executed. Returned to-Camp at
about 5 P.M. nothing of interest transpiring. Ow
the 30th still at the same Camp.

Onthe 31st, orders being received to- move to-
town, we acted accordingly and reached Knoxville
about 12 N., but did not get off as the balance of
the 15t Brigade had not been able to-get
transportation.

Owthe 2nd, about 12N, we stowted for

Chattanooga, which place we reached about 2
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O’Clock A.M. onthe 3rd; and at 11 A.M. we again
set sail for Bridgeport reaching the bridge about 6
O’Clock P.M. where we bivouacked for the night.
Owthe 4th, we crossed the Tennessee again by
means of two- boaty and several flats, which took ws
all day and at night we bivouacked near
Bridgeport. Onthe 5thv still remained at B., leaving
there at about 7 O’Clock P.M. and travelling at
night, we reached Tullahoma at about 3 A.M. ow
the 6th. We pitched tenty on the 6thv about o mile
from the railroad and 1 1/4 miles from towwn.
Onthe 18th still at the saume Camp, nothing
worthy of note trowmspiving, excepting that on the
6th I was advanced as Acty. Asst. Adjt. Genl. onvthe

stoff of the Brig. Comdg. Genl. caused by the
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temporary absence of the Asst. Adjt. Gen. W.A.
Goodmanw.

Onthe 22nd; we stowted from our encampment
and passing through Tullahoma and Manchester,
we halted about 1 1/2 miles from the latter place;
o the Banks of Big Luck Creek.

Onthe morning of the 23rd, we stouwted fromy
owr encampment at suwnwise and marching 16 1/2
miles halted at the place of Mr. Hoover, this being
my birthday, I wished that I was at home, but I was
consoled by the remembrance of that old maxim -
“What con't be cured must be endured.”

Onthe 24th, at daylight, we agair set out and
mawched to- Muwrfreesboro; thwough that place to-an

encampment about 2 miles beyond toward
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Nastwille: We immediately set to-worvk to- build
chimneys ond make ourselves comfortalle
generally. SG at this encampment o the 4thv of
December, nothing worthy of note transpiring;
excepting awnv occasionals skirmish in owr front.

Owthe 5th, snow to-the deptivof 4 or 5 inches
covered the ground but luckily the most of the
troops hawe winter quawters. This evening Smitivs
Covp onthe right and Hardee s ov the left were
moved up and pouwt of Cheathawm's Division ordered
to- make a reconnaissance toward Nastwille
supported by Wheeler’s Cavalry.

It is rather cold weather, with snow ankle deep,
to- make oy militowy movementy, but ovders wmust

be obeyed. Onthe 6th Jos: E. Johwuton awrived.
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Snow stitll onv the ground. Distant booming of
cannons heard, supposed to-be Cheathaw s
command driving back the enemy. For the last 5
days, the whole army has beenw without aparticle of
salt. This evening, however, a lawge supply reached
town, Mwrfreesboro-

Onthe 7th, nothing worthy of note happened
except that Cheathaw's Comparyy returned late inv
the evening and brought some 50 prisoners; eleverv
wagons and a lot of Commissary supplies.

The snow sttll covery the ground. The 8th -
Movrgon and Hansow s Brigade Infantry took some
1800 prisoners at Howtyville, Teruv. withv av loss o
owr side of 200 killed and wounded. Weather still

cold, but snow beginning to-thaw.
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Ownthe 9th, nothing transpiring, the snow still
thawing. Onthe 10th all the snow has disappeared.
AW quiet i front. Onthe 11th ditto. Onthe 12th
ditto-

Ownthe 13th, grand review by the President and
staff; Joe Johwstonw hawing gone to- Mississippi. The
Review passed off fine and the President expressed
hinmself well pleased with the militowy bearing and
appearance of the men. Onthe 14th, the President
left for Mississippi. Onthe 15th all quiet along the
lines. Onthe 16th ditto. Morgan moved with Mattie
Ready of Muirfreesboro:

Owthe 17th, heawrd of the fight at
Fredericksburg and the gloviouws victory of owr

army over that of Burnside’s, withv o loss to-the
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enemy of 15,000 and about 2,000 ow our side. The
enemy also-lost 14 General officers.

Owthe 18th, nothing of interest except
particulars of the fight in Virginia.

Onthe 19th, all quiet. Owthe 20th rumored
evacuationw of Nastwille by the Yanks and ity
occupation by Wheeler. Not yet confurmed on the
21st. Weather beautiful. AW quiet along the lines.
Owthe 22nd ditto. Owthe 23rd ditto. Onthe 24th
ditto. It being Christmas eve av large ball was giverv
invtown by the 15t La. and 2nd Ky. Regiments.

Owthe 25th the General retuwrned. Day
principally spent inv drinking egg-nog and work. At
night went serenading some young ladies, Misses

Smith, and spent av nice evening.
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Onthe 26th, heawing firing all davy inv front.
Owthe 27th, firing reawr all day and connonading
continues i front. A battle soon expected. Wheeler
lost one guv.

Onthe 25th Capt. Goodman went home and I
hawve beew acting Adjt. Genl:. since.

STONES RIVER

Ownthe 28th, received ovders to-go-to-the front
as the enemy were advancing. At 9 A.M. we left our
Camp o Stones River, and proceeded out the
Wilkinson Pike about 1 1/2 miles, when we were
assigned owr position, and the brigade was
immediately deployed into-line of battle. Rails
being just inv front, the fences were raided ands

breastworks made with the rails to-the height of
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about 1 1/2 foot, behind which the men were
ovdered to-lie down. Heavy canmmonading
continwed invthe front, and came neawrer and
nearer. Generols Bragg; Polk and Cheathawm passeds
doww owr lines duwring the day and were each ivv
tuwrnw loudly cheered by the “higivpressure.” Ow
Monday morning, the 29th, Wheeler’s Cavalry
gradually drew the enemy on, and at 10 O’Clock;
they began to-heave in sight. At about 12 O’Clock I
was sent forward to-the Sharp Shooters withv an
ovder for them to- buwrw some house intheir
immediate front, whew I witnessed o Regiment of
Whauwton, Texas Rangers draw up inv line of battle,
and as the enemy emerged from the woods, they

were met with such av volley from the Rangers as
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made the “Bucktaily” tuwnw and run. Ouwr Covalry
thew retired to-the rear of our Brigade and again
formed in line of battle. The ground was well
adapted to- Cavalry charges, it being clear and
openy, studded here and there with o small skivt of
trees, not enough to-be of any disadvantage, but
sufficient to-add beauty to-the scenery. Late
Monday evening the enemy’s Shawrp Shooters came
i sight, and skirmishing was kept up for some time
- whenw night put anv end to- all the shooting.

During the night the Signal Corp of the enemy were
kept busy, no-doubt assigning the different Covp
and Divisions to-their respective places. Signal
lighty were to-be seenv all night. About midnight the
flood gates of heaven were let openv and av shower of
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rain felll and contirwed tl morning whea the
wind blew off cold. Thig raivv was very disagreealble
and tended greatly to- disconmumnode the troops, who-
were lying invthe trenches; as well as materially
affect the ground in front of the Brigade; but
although the troops were completely drenched withv
raiwvy, their owdor and avnwiety to- meet the vandal
foe was not a whit affected and the morning of
Tuesdovy, the 30th, found them inv good spirits, and
anxious to- openv the conflict. Heawvy skirmishing
continwed all dlong the lines, the enemy evidently
wanty to-feel our position, but owr skirmishers held
their ground. At about 11 O’Clock A.M. cannon was
heard invthe distonce, which told the story - but

too-true for the Yanks that the Indomitable Wheeler
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was in their rear, and commenced his raid o

their supplies and amumunition. Skirmishing

having continuned incessantly untid four O’Clock;,
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Figure 3 The Stones River "Order of Battle". Simon
Mayer's 10th Mississippi regiment was at the bottom
right of this map, under the command of Gen. J.R.
Chalmers. The general's name appears where the
soldiers were located.

the enemy made ov
desperate assaudt o

owr left, awnv attempt
to-take Robertson's

Battery attached to-

Doe's Brigade;

met and repulsed,

withy heawy loss in mesw and two-pieces of awtillery

and a Brigade Genl. Willick commanding, o
brigade of Thomas' Corps. They made three
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Figure 4 Stones River battlefield as it looks today. This
scene, near where Simon Mayer was shot off his horse
during the battle, is at the intersection of McFarland
Lane and Nashville Pike on the Order of Battle map
map, page 38.

follow on the folowing davy.

sepawate attocks
and were as ofterv
repulsed, and
given awv
addendwm of

what way to-

Dwring the night of Tuesday the Covps of LE.
Genl. Hardee was moved from owr right to-our left,

with the evident intention to- make o attack ov

the enemy’s right the next morning. The enewmy

had massed o large force uponw our left and center

and it showed the consuwmmate Generalship of

Braxtonw Bragg inv moving the troops to-our left to-

meet any attack which might have been made.
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On Wednesday morning at daylight
particudarly heavy on the left of our line, and was
the forerunner of the desperate and brilliant
attack o the enemy’s right at 8 O’Clock A.M.,
which resulted in the utter discomfituwre of the
enemy and added new lster to-owr successful
arms. Hawving massed our troops onthe left, it
would not do-to-let the enemy move his troops to-
owr right and attack ws, as he no-doubt would
hawve done had we not anticipated himy as had he
been permitted to- attack ow owr right, he woulds
hawve certainly turned and drivew invour right
flank. As € was, he was driven before the

determined assauldt of owr troops, some six miles;,
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and it seemed for a while that the mowvk would be
avv easy one but whew the ovder to- attack the
center was giveny, and executed, & was found out
that they had massed a large force to- meet this
attack, and after being driven about o mile, hold
their ground, and fought withv v brawery and
determination worthy of av better cause. Ouwr
Brigade with ity right resting ov Stones River and
the left onWilkinsonw Pike; lay invawnv obewv field,
under cover of the brow of o hill, and was formed
invechelon. Whew the ovder to-charge was givew
withv v yell such as ondy Mississippians can give,
they went over the hill and thwougv the cornfield
invfront, pouwring o muwderous fire into-the ranks

of the enemy and steadily dviving them before
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them. Notwithstanding the shower of shell and
grapeshot, and the leaden hail of bullets, they went
orword uwnitil they reached Cowawvs House, where
they were halted and again formed in line. Well

might it be said: “Inv awrms the

noble phalany stood, a living
wall - v hwmewv hood..” About
anv howr before the charge the

General went out inthe reow

of the Brigade to-see if all wos

Figure 5 Brig. Gen. James Ronald
Chalmers

well, whew inv riding doww
the line he was met withv suchy av shower of shell that
he and staff came out of it at o double quick.
General Chalmers was wounded neowr Cowowv's

House by avpiece of shell stviking him back of thes
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head. The wound is
slight, but painful
None of his staff
officers were hut.

I was thwoww

from my horse inv

CHALMERS' BRIGADE
AT MURFREESBORO

(Continged from other side’

Figure 6 This historical marker is near where Gen.
Chalmers was wounded and Simon Mayer was shot
from his horse during the Battle of Stones River.
The land is now for sale as a subdivision about 1/2
mile from a major medical center near
Murfreesboro.

the early pawrt of the action; he becoming

frightened at o shell bursting some 20 feet behind

me; reowed and pitched and off I went, nearly

the field withv General Chalmers and covweyed him

to- Murfreesboro; where he remained at the house of

aDr. R.S. WendellV and I remained withv him. This

waw the bloodiest day of the seven days fight before

® The Wendell home no longer stands in Murfreesboro.
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Murfreesboro-and resulted in the enemy’s being
driven back onw all points. Being intown with the
General, I sow nothing move of the fight, excepting
o Thuwrsday, the 15t of Jonuwawy, 1863, I was sent
out to- see Genl. Withers, who-I found in the woods
near owr Brigade, at which time the enemy were
shelling the woods very lustily, but failed to-
dislodge our boys.
1863*

Fighting continuwed the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of
January. Onthe evening of the 2nd, Breckerwidge s
Div. made o assauldt o the enemy’s left and drove

them back, but were themselves compelled, to-foll

% Note here that the Battle of Stones River had as an historical backdrop the enactment of President Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation that took effect Jan. 1, 1863. The Confederate and Union soldiers, according to various
accounts of the battle, were well aware of the proclamation.
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back, when the enemy brought their awtillery to-
bear upon them. They lost thiree pieces of artillery.
The result of the successive engagements were
the capture of 3 Generals, 3 Generalsy killed and 3
Generals wounded and some 5200 prisoners, withv o
large quantity of commissary and quawtermaster’'s
stores destroyed by Wheeler, withv some 600 wagons,
and the capture of some 1,000 head of mudes and
also-the capture by owr trooby of 43 pieces of
awvtillery. The number of dead and wounded and
missing of the enemy has beevw variously estimated
at from 20,000 to- 30,000 but I think the first will
cover the loss. Our loss was - two- Generals killed,
two-wounded, 3 pieces of awtillery and some 12,000

killed, wounded and missing out of 29,000
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engaged; o great nwmber of our wounded being so-
slightly that they are now onw duty.

Onthe night of the 3rd o retreat was ovdered,
the troops being exhausted and wornw downw with
fatigue, and by stoying there to-risk a battle irv
suchy v condition, was ruvwning too-great o risk, for
the benefit to-be derived, for had they attacked us,
and, been repulsed we could not hawve followed, up
the victory, withv owr mew inv such v exhausted
condition.

O the morning of the 4th, under a
tremendous shower of rain, owr Brigade left the

entrenchmenty at 2 O’Clock A.M. and mowched all

day reaching Shelbyville, Texwv. about 5 O’Clock
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P.M. and halted for the night about 1 1/2 miles
southv of that place, having mowched 28 1/2 miles.

Onthe 5th, I went to- Tullahoma and
Lynchbuwrg and onthe 6th to-Winchester. The
General stopped withva Mr. J.T. Slatter at
Winchester where he wos well treated. I remained
with the wagon traivw all dovy of the 7thvand 8th.
Onthe evening of the 8tihv I went to-the Brigade.

The following morning, the 9th, we struck
Camp and set out for Shelbyville and halted for the
night at Hurricane Creek chuwcihv. Here I drank av
Mississippi from the Federal Uniom.

Ownthe 10th, we left ouw Camp for Shelbyville, a

distonce of 14 miles, which we reached about 4 P.M.
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very much jaded from the rainv and mud thwoughv
which we passed. We pitched Camp on the banks of
Duck River about two- miles frow toww inv av very
pretty place:

Owthe 11th, I went to-town, but could learn
nothing of importance. Onthe 12th nothing
worthy of note transpired. The weather iy very fine
and springlike which iy o God send as the troops
are avvranging their encampment.

Owthe 13th the weather still fine, nothing
worthy of note; excepting a dispatch from
Richwmond onw the subject of mediation by
Switzerland taken from the Washingtonw
Republicawv (Lincolw organ) which sovys that the
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Switgzerland would hawve move effect, than that of
haughty France or damnalble England.
Owthe 13th the weather cloudy and wind very
high. About 10 O’Clock rain begawn to-fall and,
new to- note: Onthe 14th still raining withv
occasional sleet. Onthe 15th the weather bitter
cold, the troops withvonly about two-ov thwee tenty
to-the Regiment and suffering very much from the
weather. About 12 O’Clock N. snow begown to-fall
and continued the bodance of the day and all that
night and all dovy of the 16th; but the wind being
very high, the snow did not cover the ground to-
move thaw two- inches inv depth, night of 16t stills

snowing and morning of 1 7th few flakes fell. About
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9 O’Clock A.M. the suuv appeared and thoughv
obscured at tumes by the passing clouds shone the
principal pawt of the day. The snow beginning to-
thow. The General awrived at Shelbyville today but
s SG confined to- his room.

Owthe 18th the snow had near all
disappeared; but weather still very cold. Onthe
19th a hazy mist seemed to-pervade the atmosphere
and much semblance of more rain. Onwthe 20th it
rained all doy and weather very disagreeable.

Onwthe 215t it begaw to- clear up withv now and
then indication of snow. Al quiet in front except
the capture of a large trainv of wagons by Forrest.

Owthe 22nd the weather cleawed off. AW quiet

i front. Onthe 23rd the heavens again assumed
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their somber appearance and threatened to-
dampen the eantiv. Onthe 24th rain felll near all
day. Nothing worthy of note transpived.

Owthe 25th no-rain, but the day was dark ands
Floomy. This day the General hawving been
transferred to-Mississippl issued a forewell addiess
to-the troops and at night the band serenaded
him,

Onthe 26th the General left for Mississippi.
Clouds hovered over head all the forenoon and the
afternoonw the flood gates of heoawen were opened. At
7 1/2 O’Clock o stiff breege struck up, leawing us inv
momentary expectatiow of the tents being turned
up side dowwn. The rain continued all night and

daylight of the 2 7thv broke forthv withv v heawy snow
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o the ground and quite o snow storm blowing
which continuned wntil about 11 O’Clock: A.M. when
it ceased. The weather bitter cold. Clouds hovered
over head all day. Onthe 28th, day broke withv
was covered to-the deptiv of some four inches. About
noow it ceased and the wind shifted and the
evening and night were bitter cold. AW quiet inv
front. Onthe 29th the suwv shone brightly all day.
Owthe 30th heavy canmmonading i fronk.
Walthall s Brigade ovdered out to-the front. The
weather very cold but clear.
Owthe 315t the weather was cloudy all davy
withv anv occastonal sbrinkle of rain. Walthall s

Brigade retwrned without seeing the enemy.
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Onthe 15t of Februawy rain fell all the
forenoon. News of the raising of the blockade at
Charleston reached us caunsing much excitement.
The weather for the last two- days being quite sultry,
the wind shifted about noow today and blew off
cold. I wrote o letter to-Bro- N. today viaw Memphis.

Onthe 2nd; the st shone brightly. Occasional
firing of canwnon invfront. Onthe 3rd snowing at
daylight and weather bitter cold. The s came
out about 12 O’Clock and the snow soow
disappeared. The evening and night the coldest we
howve ever had. Onwthe 4th raivw aond sleet
alternately during the dovy.

Onthe 5th the weather still cloudy. Jos. E.

Johwuton awrived invtown. Onthe 6thvall quiet ivv
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front, weather somewhat moderated. Suw shining
now and thew.

Owthe 7thv sunw shone all day. About 1 O’Clocks
Jos. E. Johwmston rode thwough the encampment, the
ground being too-wet and muddy for a regulor
review.

Onthe 8thv rain fell neawr all davy. Nothing
worthy of note transpired, excepting receptiow of
awv ovder to- move to-the front ovnw outpost duty,
whichy was luckily countermanded at night, in
consequence of a review the next day.

Onthe 9th the sun shone brightly and the
weather resembled the days of Spring. At 1 O’Clock
we moved, out to-the ground selected for the review

and, were soonw i line. Ay soonv as the whole
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Diviston was inv line and all inv readiness, the
colunmn was broken into- Companies and mowched
past the reviewing officer at o “shoulder awrms”. As
soon as the review was over, our Brigade was
ovdered out to-relieve that of Col. Manigault and
at 2 O’Clock P.M. we left our encampment o Duck
River and moved out the Trivwwme Pike some 6 miles
where we halted and pitched owr tenty, near the
house of Pawrson Hooker onw Fall Creek 6 miles fromv
Shelbyville, 23 miles from Trimvwmne and 43 miles
fromv Naustwille. Onthe 10th ravin fell neawr all davy
and the weather was very disagreeable. AW quiet in
front.

Owthe 12th raivnw invthe morning. Inthe

evening received newsy from Col. Pratiher Comdg-
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Cavalry in front, that the enemy were about to-
advance. About midnight received o message from
himv that his pickets were driven in. Forwarded the
message to- General Polk who- immediately ovdereds
us up to-Col. Prather’s support.

AW being inv readiness at 4 O’Clock A.M. onthe
13th, we struck out for the advance line. About 1
mile this side of Uniovwille, commonly called
“Doolittle” we halted at o cross road, it being
rumorved that the enemy’s Cavalry had outflanked
us and were going towards our wagons. This being
soon found out to- be untrue, we advanced o
thwough Uniovwille and formed line of battle
about 1 mile beyond inv o cedow thicket. The enenvy

came up to-within about 1/2 mile of our
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ambuscaded lines and doubtless smelling o mouse
retraced their steps at av “double quick”. Quiet
being again restored we retwrned to-ouwr Camp.

Onwthe 14th all quiet in front. Raiw fell near
all day. Weather still rather wowrm. Onthe 15th
rain fell all forenoon, but after noow cleawred off
and wind blew av cool breeze:

Owthe 16th being relieved by Walthall s
Brigade; we struck tenty and returned to-Camp
near Shelbyville, o drenching rain falling all day.
The 17th, 18th and 19th rain fell incessantly. Onw
the 20thv and 21 st the suunv shone once again but ovw
the 22nd, 23rd raivw again fell.

Owthe 24th the sunw again disappeared. AW

quiet along the front. An ovder issued today by
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General Polk establishing quarantine i Shelbyville
inv consequence of Small Pox.

Onthe 2 5th nothing worthy of note transpired.
Rain fell all dovy inv torvrents and continuned, all
night and the wind blew aperfect gale causing the
river to- rise and soow overflow ity banks. AW day ow
the night of the 26th raivw continwed to-fall and
the river continwed to-rise and ow the night of the
26th washed away the Brigade Commissowiat but
luckily the Brigade had two-days rations. The

water iy so-deep at the bridges heading to-towmn

that no-one cawv cross.

Owthe 27thv raviv st fell withv now and thew av

cessation. The river gradually receding. No-news

from the front. Received aw ovder from Army
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Headquawters to-send all extra baggage and
clothing to-the reawr, which looks like v movement
s o hand.

Onthe 28th the st came out inthe forenoow
but afternoon rainw commenced to-fall and
continued all night. At about 10 1/2 ©’Clock P.M.
the wind blew avterrific gale thrreatening to- uproot
owr tenty and, leave us at the mercy of the storm
but all was soow over and nobody hut.

Onthe 1t of Mawch all quiet and the wind very
cold. Received orders to-relieve 4th Brigade o
outpost. Onthe 2nd at 8 A.M. we struck tenty and
mawched out on the Trivwwnme Pike about 6 1/2 miles
from town, where we pitched tenty and made

ourselves comfortable as possible. Onthe 3rds
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nothing worthy of interest travuspived excepting
snow fell about two- howrs, just enougv to-cover the
ground.

Onthe 4th all quiet untl about 3 P.M., whew
owr Cawvalry came dashing into-owr lines hotly
pursued by the enemy. (One of Russelll’'s menv was
really cut witihv ov saber across the forehead, the
wound of the kind I have never seen.) Col. Russell's
Ala. Cowvalry were surprised at Uniovwille and
stampeded and hotly followed by the Yanks who-
were not halted until they reached owr picket whes
they were fired uponw and stobped. The Officer’s
hovse was wounded aond he jumped off and
escaped, supposed to-be wounded. Russells

Regimental Camp was burned and all the wagons
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cavried off. His Regiment lost about 50 mew and
owr picket lost 5 men. Our Brigade pursued the
Yanks ond re-established ouwr Old Caovalry lines,
reaching ouwr Camp owretuwrnwat 11 O’Clock P.M.

Onthe 5th heavy cannonading occurred ivv
front inv divection of Franklin, which afterwowds
proved to-be av brush between the enemy and Vawv
Dorw inv which he captured 5 Regimenty of
Infantry. Evening rather uneasy inv consequence of
Roddy’s Cawvalry being driven back to-Duck River
from Chapel Hl. He first routed their Covalry, but
was thew attacked by the Infantry, whew he
wounding some 20 mew.
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Owthe 6th ravin fell inv torrents neow all davy. At
about 10 O’Clock the whole Corps moved out from
Shelbyville to- check the further advance of the
enemy, who-were supposed to- be advancing. At
about 2 O’Clock P.M. the enemy drove invCol.
Prather’s Cavalry and took possessiov of Middleton,
some 6 1/2 miles inv out front, after buwrning and
destroying which, they retired. A heawvy rain fell all
night, all the other Brigades, with the exceptiow of
ours, bivouacking.

AW day of the 7thv rain fell. Heavy
cannonading heowrd in divectiovw of Chapel Hill,
nothing further heawrd from front. Onthe night of

the 7that 10 O’Clock received ovders to- move
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forwawrd at 5 O’Clock A.M. onthe following
morning:

Ownthe morning of the 8thvat 5 O’Clock owr
Division moved forwawrd, inv divection of Eagleville,
having leawrned from Vo Dorw that he would get
invthe enemy’s reaw, and wanted us to-operate inv
his front and possibly bag the pouwty. We moved out
to-Rover some 5 miles from Eagleville whevv Col.
Russell's Covalry was sent forwond to-fell the enemy,
but soow reported from Eagleville that the enenmy
had fallenw back beyond HarpetivRiver, and eluded
the move of Vaw Dorwn. Howing also-leawrned from
Vo Dorn that the enemy had been heowily
reinforced; we moved back to-owr position 6 1/2

miles from Shelbyville. Leawrned by way of
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Muifreesboro-that a heavy fight had occured at
Vicksburg and the enemy well whipped, withv o loss
of 20,000 men. Also-learned that reinforcementsy to-
the amount of 15,000 under Genl. Sigel had
reached Rowenscroft ond look for e fight for the
supremacy of Middle Terwnessee.

Onwthe ninthv all quiet in front. The suwv
shining brightly all day. 8 A.M. were relieved onw
outpost and took up line of mawrch for old Camp
near Shelbyville, which place we reached about 12
O’Clock, passing throughv Shelbyville we saw the
prisoners captured by Van Dorn, some 1800 mewv
withv v Col. Comdg. They are mostly from Indiana
IWinois and Michigownw and although tired of wow

and wanting peace they are willing to-fight it out
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and that all the talk about disaffection in the
Northwest is bosh. We lost invthe fight some 200
mew. I sow General W.T. Mawtin and staff who- was
inv command, of the escort of prisoners. They all look
well and heaurty.
Onthe 10th heawy rain falling all day. AW guiet ivv
front. Onthe 11th cold and suw shining brightly.
12th nothing new, weather sctll cleawr and
sbringlike.

Onthe 13th all quiet excepting the escape of
Vo Dorw fromv the enemy who-had himv
surrounded but we sent out McCoww's Division who-
them, relieved Vo Dorn, who-crossed Duck River

withv all his trappings. Lty Baker and Gobleauw
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reached Camp tonight with letters from home, botihv
looking new.

Owthe 14th all quiet inv front. Van Dorw sent inv
30 prisonery captured the day before.

Owthe 15th weather still very beauntiful; sbring
time. A Couwrier withvdispatches from Rosencrang
captured by our Cavalry and sent to-towwn. A
deserted awrived from the enemy who-reported that
a week since, the whole Yonkee Army had rations
cooked;, and orders to- mawrch out against us but
the heawvy raing prevented the move. Rumored inv
town that Bragg and the whole Right Wing of our
army awe ovwtheir way up here, which if so; presages

another battle soon; we making the attack.
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Onthe 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th all

quiet in front, nothing worthy of note transpiring.
Onthe night of the 20thv rain fell duwring the night.

Owthe 20th Major General Withers returned from
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Figure 7 Gen. James Patton
Anderson

Mobile where he had beew for
his healtihv

Owthe 215t Brig. Genl.
Patton Anderson was
assigned, to-the command of
this Brigade aond the Brigade
hevreafter to- be knownw as

“Anderson's Brigade”. Onthe 22nd Genl. Andersor

Brigade:.
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Vawious rumors afloat of the evacuation of
Muwrfreesboro- but all doubtless without foundatiov.
Owthe 24th rain continued, to-fall all davy.
Nothing new.

Owthe 25th weather very cold and, s
shining. Rumory of all kind afloat. Ordery issued
for all. conscripting to-cease. Onthe 26th raiv
folling all day. Enemy making no-demonstrations
in front.

Onwthe 27th day set apouwt as fasting and
prayer by the President. Generally observed by
troops. News received of capture of 500 prisoners by
Vo Dorw at Spring Hill. Review of the Divisiow to-

take place tomorrow by General Withers. At night o

89




terrific wind blew nearly upsetting all the tents,
chimneys, etc. but “nobody hauwt.”

Ownwthe 28th no-review had irnv consequence of
inclemency of the weather and postponed. Wind
high and weather cold.

Owthe 29th weather very cold and real Mawch
winds: Making prepovations to-go-ovwpicket. Order
received at night for avreview of the Corps by Lt
Genl. Polk.

Owthe 30ththe wind very cold and ravivv alls
morning but at 1 O’Clock we mawched out to-the
freld selected for the review and soon were over
with it. Strange to-say av Col. Bentonw was inv
comumand of the Division, all owr Generaly being at

the Cowrt Mawtial of May. Genl. McCowwn. The Review
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was av very colds affair. It was gotten up for the
benefit of Col. W Preston Johwston, sov of the
follenw hero-of Shiloh and Aid de Camp of President
Dawvis.

Onthe 315t at 8 O’Clock we struck tenty and

stawrted out o picket, the weather

f
B being cleawed up. We relieved Col.

K

-~
‘\:‘4 Manigault at about 12 O’Clock N.
“ and were all soonw snugly fixed.

Figure 8 Gen. Jacob
Hunter Sharp

Whawtow's Texas Covalry were inv ouwr

front and had a little skirmish capturing 6
prisoners.

Onthe 15t heavy canmnmonading was heard inv
the front and owr Gen. May was sent forwawrd to-

ascertainy the cause, who-caume back and reporteds
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that owr pickets were drivesnw out of Eagleville
nobody huut.

Onwthe 2nd all quiet. Col. J.H. Shawp, Blythe's
Miss. relieved Col. W.F. Tucker 41st Miss. of the
command of Brigade. Owr Cavalry drove the enemy
6 miles beyond Eaglevile and now hove avv outpost
beyond that place.

Onthe 3rd all quiet in front. Weather very
spring like. Onthe 4th pout of Whoauwtow's Cavalry
left for Lebanon, Texwv. witivaw prospect of going
into-Kentucky. Horse race to-come off at Uniovwille
or “Doolittle;” between General Whawrtonw's hovse
and o moawe of Col. Hawrisor of one of the Texas

Regiments. $10,000 bet onthe race. Onthe 5ththe
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race coume off and was won by Genl. Whawton. AW
quiet in front.

Ownwthe 6th; being relieved ovw outpost by
Walthall's Brigade, we returned to-Camp near
Shelbyville, which we immediately changed, as the
weather was wormer and the foul air compelled us
to- move to-av new Camp, which we did, about o mile
distont from the old one. Onthe 7tiv stl busy
moving camp. AU quiet in front.

Onthe 8thv received news of fighting at
Chawleston. No-pawticudars, hope for best. Onthe
9th heawrd that General Polk had received av
dispatch from Charleston stating that the Montauk
was sunk and severold others disabled. Onthe 10th

news from Chawleston confurmed and fighting still
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progressing. Onthe 11th, heard of the sinking of 4
gun boaty at Charleston and the capture of one of
the monitors. A terrific storm at dark lasting about
1/2 howr ond after o heawy ravinv cleawed off. Onthe
12th, weather clear and beauntiful. Onthe 13th,
nothing worthy of note;, rain falling and the wind
blowing av perfect gale. Onthe 14th, wind and rain
folling. Onthe 15th, ditto- - all quiet inv front.

Owthe 16th; at about 9 O’Clock A.M. cleawred up
and at 2 O’Clock the whole Covbs was reviewed by
General Bragg. The sight was really beautiful, the
whole Infantry, with the exception of two-Brigades
(onpicket duty) of Polks Corps being present inv
thwee lines;, Cheatham/s Divisiow inthe front,

McCown's next and Withers Division in the last
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line. The occasion was graced by the presence of
nuwmberys of the beautiful ladies of Tennessee. The
General seemed well pleased with the appearance of
the troops. After he passed down the lines the troopy
were wheeled by Companies into- colummmn and
mouwched by inv review. The spivity of the troops awe
very buoyant and the step was Light and easy.
(Received the melancholy news of the deativ of Fred
Dawis of owr Company at Chattanooga.)

Onthe 17th, General Bragg returned to-
Tullahoma. The weather quite wawrmw ands
swmmerlike. Onthe 18th, all quiet in front, vauwiows
rumors afloat,

Onthe 19th, received news of the passage of 5

gun boaly and two-transporty past Vicksburg. AW
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quiet i fronk, the enemy making no-
demorustrations. Onthe 20th, passage of the gun
boaty confirmed. Dunbowr and Monette, members of
the Company, takenw prisoner at Murfreesboro-
returned to- Camp hawving beenw exchanged. On the
21s%, vawriows rumors afloat, among others the
return to-Vicksburg of the troops ovdered up here.
No- demovustrations inv front. About 3 P.M. the wind
changed, the clouds gathered and soon the rain
commenced to-fall continuning all the balance of
Onwthe 22nd, about 8 O’ClockA.M. the weather
cleared off and the suwn shone out brightly. Variows

rumors afloat concerning advance of the enemy.
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Owthe 23rd; Hardee's Corps moved up fromv
Tullahoma to-Wawtrace and Manchester which
places they now occupy.

Ownwthe 24th, report that the enemy howe fallevww
back and owr Covalry ovdered to-press forwawd. A
general engagement looked for soow.

Onthe 25th, all quiet invfront, rain
commencing to-fall in the afternoonw and
continming thwough the night. On the 26th; the
weather cleared off; and all quiet in front.

Owthe 27th at 7 O’Clock we struck tenty and
moved out ow Triwwmne Pike to-relieve Marigauwlt’s
Brigade o outpost. At 8 O'Clock, rain commenced
to-fall and the weather thweatened to-be bad

thwoughout the day, but at about 10 O’Clock
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cleawred up and fine weather the balance of the
dovy.

Onthe 28th, rain now and thew thwoughout
the day. Simow Lehmarnw detailed to-proceed to-the
reaw, withvthe extra baggage of the Brigade.

Onthe 29th; rain and blustering cold wind
thwoughout the day. AW quiet in front so-four.

Onthe 30th, skirmishing: Our Covaliy
commanded by Col. Ortow driving the enemvy out of
tagleville and beyond HarpetivR iver.

No- canmnmonading ovwthe 1t May. The morning
broke beautiful and bright. AW very still and calwy
i front, the enemy seeming to-await owr advance:

Onthe second the wind awrose and rain fell
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Owthe 3rd weather hagy near all dovy.
Malone’s Texas Covalry advanced and ordered to-
the front.

Ownthe 4th; being relived by Doe's Brigade; we
retuwrned to-owr old Camp neawr Shelbyville.

Owthe 5th, wind very highvand cold for the
seasony, rain threatening. Fighting in Virginiow
reported. Rumored that Forrest had captured a
large number of prisonersy near Rome; Ga.

Onthe 6th, rumorved capture of 1600 prisoners
by Forrest confurmed and the news of his trivumphal
entry into-Rome, Ga. received. The glorious news of
the defeat of the abolitionisty in Virginia under
“Fighting Joe” received. Stonewall Jacksow reported

severely wounded. A.P. Hll huwt slightly. General
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Paxtow killed. Rumored fight between Morgan and
the enemy at McMiuwwille. Raiv felll near all night.

AW dovy of the 7th weather cold and
day. Confirmatiow of victory inVirginio. News of
Stonewall Jacksow s loss of left awrm.

On the 8th, General Vo Dornw muwrdered’ at
Coluwmbia by aDr. Peters. Deploring the loss of the
Chieftowv at this critical period, I connot but think
the perpetrator justifiable. Weather for the past two-
days cold and rainy.

Onthe 9th, weather cleared off beautiful.

Received news of capture of one complete Divisiov

® http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_Van_Dorn
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by Lee; together withv the transportation and
supplies of the whole awmy that crossed the river.

Ownthe 10th received confirmatiow of the great
victory gained by Lee over “Fighting Joe Hooker”,
but withv the sad tidings of the amputation of the
left awrmv of Stonewall Jackson and worse thownw all
that he was wounded by his oww mew during the
night attack onw Saturdaovy.

Onthe 11th various rumors afloat, such as
evacuatiow of Port Hudson, Vicksburg and other
points, and bad items generally from Mississippi,
but all only rumors. AW quiet in front.

Owthe 12t received newsy of fight between
Kirby Smithv and Banks inv which the latter was

badly whipped and also- of the capture of the
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Cavalry that made the raid near Richmond, and
also-the sad newy of Stonewall Jackson, the hero-of
the revolution. Well might it be said;, “A great and
good mawnv hay follen.” Hig loss to-his country will be
wreparable.

Ownthe 13th, all quiet invfront. McCoww
Division sent to-Mississippi and Chuwchill's
Arkansas Post mevv expected here. General Bragg
awrives at Shelbyville and makes it his
headquawters and makes o grand inspection tour.
He was well pleased with the appearance of Camp
and mew.

Onwthe 14th rumors afloat of the capture of

Banks by Kirby Smith, and all on the tiptoe of

® http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_Jackson
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expectation for news from Mississippi. General
Forrest owrived to- succeed to-the Comwmand of Varv
Dorn. At night went serenading in toww,

Onthe 15th, rumored foll of Jackson, Miss. and
pretty generally believed. AU quiet in front. At
night went visiting in town.

Onthe 16th, fall of Jacksow confirmed, and
rumoved invthe evening that the enemy are
suwrounded ond muust survender. Hovw. Ja.
Pheelan, Senator from Mississippl, accompanied by
Genl. Bragg and Genl. Anderson, visited the
Brigade;, and he made o few happy remaorks to-
each Command. He iy o very noble looking maw
some 5 feet 8 inches high, large, well proportioned

frame, intelligent countenance, grey eyes, silvered
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hair, and seemingly aw mowv of some 50 yeaws. Order
received for all disabled and conwalescent officers
and mewn to- be sent to-the rear, and some talk of

Onwthe 17th, all quiet in front, grand picnic
given by Manigauldt’s Brigade. Went visiting in the
evening.

Onthe 18th, received letter from home. AW
quiet, rumors of v fight soon coming off. Al the
Uniov people ordered to- go-outside of our lines:

Owthe 19th, rumors of fight neoawr Jackson, Miss.
and the destruction of large amount of property by
the Yanks.

Onthe 20th, rumored evacuatior of Jacksov
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under Pemberton and the Yanks under Gront,
which was indecisive and Genl. Lloyd Tilghuman
killed.

Onthe 215t all quiet. Had o mess of
strowberries for the furst time since being out.

Owthe 22nd heavy skirmishv inv front, the enemy
capturing one piece of awtillery, but we recaptured
it. Received news of fighting inv Miss. inv which Yanks
acknowledge loss of 6,000, but claim the capture of
30 pieces of awtillery. The enemy infull retreat.
Pembertor inv hot puwr suit.

Onthe 23rd, invobedience to-orders, moved our
encampment to-reawr of fortifications ow Trivne
Pike, some 3 miles from town. The reported capture

of gung inv Miss. somewhat confirmed invthe papers.
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Dame rumor hag it that Vicksburg hoas follen,
whichv however iy doubted.

Onthe 24th, received news of the repulse three
times of the enemy at Vicksburg, and of Joe
Johwmston being ontheir reawr, and the news
generally from Miss. very cheering. AW quiet inv
front.

Owthe 25th leauwned of two-Brigades of
Breckevwidge s Division going to- Mississippi and
another to-go-today, accompanied by the General.

On the 26th, received further news from
Mississippi and of the defeat of the enemy. How. C.L.
Vallondigham of Ohio- came into- owr lines as anv

exile, from home.

106




Onthe 27th, further news from Mississippi and,
of the assaulting of Vicksburg 9 times by the enemy,
inveach of which they were repulsed. General Steele
(Yankee) reported killed. The loss of the enemy very
heavy.

Onthe 28th further news from Vicksburg of
several assoudty ovv the works and the repulse of the
assoudlers. There was av very sevious accident
happened in the Compoany yesterdoy, caunsing the
deativ of Samv Eawheawt by the discharge of a guwv ivv
the hands of Sgt. W. Aldrich.

Onthe 29th, vawiouws rumors afloat. Pemberton
and, Johwmston formed a junction and captured
9,000 prisoners. Pemberton burning tow and other

purifiers to-obviate the stench arising from the
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bodies of the unburied dead Yonks in front of our
works:

Ownthe 30th received news of the terrible repulse
of the Yanks inv Vicksburg and report of their
falling back to-Big Black.

Owthe 31st received news of the loss of the
enemy at'V. estimated at from 20,000 to- 30,000,
including Genl. Kerr, Layy, Burbridge, Broww and
one other.

Owthe 1st, news of the demoralizatiow of the
Yankee troops at Vicksburg, and their refusal to-
againv assaudt owr works. Pemberton uses hand
grenades against the Abolition forces.

Onthe 2nd, news of the destruction of 11 vessels

off Pernambuco-by the Ala. and Fla. Enenvy
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indicating a forward movement i owr immediate
front. Troops ovdered to-have thwee doays rations
cocked and be inv readiness to- move at any
moment. Reported that the enemy are falling back
from Muirfreesboro-and destroying bridges as they
go along.

Owthe 23rd at 8 A.M., the Brigade moved out
o Eagleville Pike ivv light mawching ovder and
mowching out to-within two- miles of Versailles

O the morning of the 4th, advancing in the
dirvectiow of Salem,, the Covalry drove invthe pickety
of the enemy. The enemy not coming out, we retived
and retuwrned to-Camp mowching 28 miles. Raining

very heoawily neawr all dovy. Brigade reached Camp
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about 8 O’Clock P.M. Rumored that a dispatch had
been received announcing the capture of Grant
and 10,000 meny, but not believed:. Rain fell all
night and neowr all davy of the 5th. Heowy firing ow
the left, all quiet againw in front. Reported again
that the enemy hawve made another assoault o
Vicksburg and beew repulsed. Pembertorn reported
wounded. Yankee General Logow killed. Kirby
Smitiv reported to-hawve crossed at Port Hudson
under heavy fire of Yankee gunboats with loss of
about 200 men. Reported that Siege of Port Hudson
raised.

Owthe 6th, received letters from home by Lts.
Gobeaw and Baker who-oawrived safe today. AW

quiet in front.
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Owthe 7th; went over to-Regf. to-see boys and
found all well, but thwee cases of small pow inv
Regimental Encampment. No-late news from
Vicksburg-

Ow the 8th, all quiet. Rumors from Vicksburg
but nothing reliable. Onthe 9th, the 10th and 44th
Miss. put inv quawrontine in consequence of small
pox breaking out among them. AW quiet. No- news
fromv Miss. Raivv all the afternoow. Brig. Genl. A.P.
Stewout, Cheathouws Div. promoted to- o Major
Generalship and ovdered to- report to- Lt. Genl
Hordee to- command the new Division forming.

Owthe 10th, raining all day. AW quiet in front.

Cheering news from Vicksburg. Enemy admit o loss
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of 50,000 so-far. Peace party inthe Novthv raising
their head.

Ownwthe 11th, weather cleawed off, all quiet ivv
front. Received news of crossing of Rappaharnnock
being driven back to- Stewanrt’s Cavalry.

Onthe 12th, all quiet. Rumory of Lee’s army
being on the move:. Vicksburg still holds out nobly.
Owthe 13th, all quiet, nothing worthy of interest.

On the 14th, went to- chuwwrchv to-heawr Rev. Dr.
Palmer of N. Orleans. Notoriety - and it was really
a treat to-be spellbound as I was by the elaborate
command which he has of words, and it was really

a “feast of reason and a flow of soul.”
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Owthe 15th, all quiet. Weather very beautiful.
Owthe 16th, nothing worthy of note; excepting
report of hanging of Col. Ortonw and Adjt. Franklin
as spies. Ortovw was formerly Aide to-Genl:. Lee, thew
Aide to-Bragg,; then Chief of Artillery, then Captain
of Escort and lastly made Col. of Cavalry. This is v
sad affair and it iy thought that Col. Ortonw had

Owthe 17th;, all quiet. Rumory of fight inv
Virginia, also-at Port Hudsovn. Received news of
fight at Milikeww's Bend, thwough Yankee papers.

Onthe 18th, news from Virginia confirmed..
Wilsow s whole Command and all their trappings
and Cs. captured at Winchester. Everett

commanding the old “Stoveall Covps”. Claim the
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capture of 10,000 prisoners. Wilsov reported
escaped. Another Caovalry advance repovted at
Chambersburg; Pa.

Onthe 19th, received news of the terrible
repulse of the enemy at Port Hudson, onthe 12th
enemy charged 27 times, but were each time
compelled to-retire, and at last our troops
assoudited the enenmvy’s works drove thew from there
news: Lee reported at Harper's Ferry and crossing
into- Mawylond evw route from Perwnsylvania. Dr.
Palmer preached to-the Brigade morning and
evening, and they had a very good attendance
and preached good and eloquent sermons as are

114




Onthe 20th, news from Povt Hudson confurmed..
Stuowt and Lee repovted at Chambersburg, Pa. and
the County people fleeing. Couch the Deptl. Comadyr.
acknowledged his inability to- save the country
South of Swsquehanna.

Onthe 21t Stuowt reported at Howrisburg, Pa.
The Novtihvinv great conusternatiov. News from
Vicksburg, all being quiet. Yonkee raiders make
demonstration against Knowille and destroy o
large factory at Lenowy Station and tear up part of
the track: Troops sent to-Knowille to- reinforce
Buckner.

Onthe 22nd, at 8 O’ Clock moved out onw

Uniovwille Pike to- Fall Creek where we relieved

Manigault’s Brigade on outpost. AW quiet inv front.
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Stuowt's Cavalry reported 10 miles from
Philadelphio.

Owthe 23rd, all quiet the forenoon, but soon a
courier awrived withy notice of the advance of the
enemy. The Command was ordered to-be inv
readiness at a moment’s notice. Nothing further
trawupived and the enemy fell back.

From the 24thvto- 26th all remained quiex.
Night of the 26t received orders to- move at once to-
Shelbyville and cross the river onw Flat Creek Road.
It was evident that we were going to-fall backs
hawving lost H - and Guwy’s Gap in the encountery
with the enemvy.

Accordingly at 5 A.M. onthe 27th we took up

line of mawch in Shelbyville and passing thwoughv

116




that place at about 9 O’Clock; we took the road to-
Tullahomo. We reached the crossing of the
Tullahoma aond Lynchburg and the Shelbyville and
Winchester road about dawk, after o very hawrd
mawch of 27 miles over avvery rough road. Here wes
were left to-picket the road and as rear guowrd of
the army, ond, to- support the Covalry if necessary.
About 9 O’Clock P.M. the 10th and 44th Miss. Rgts.
were sent to-the reaw to-guard the balance of the
wagow train and assist thew to-ascent the steep
hills: Owr Cavalry were disgracefully driven out of
Shelbyville aond lost their battery of awtillery. Moy
of the men bawely escaped with their lives by
swimming the River. Brig. Genl. Mawtinw and Major

General Wheeler bawely escaped capture, the former
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after killing one; and placing two-others hors de
combat, escaped, with the loss of his sword.

At intervaly during the 28thv showers of ravin
fell, but all remained quiet.

O the morning of the 29t received ovders at
7 O’Clock that the Brigade be hwwried to- ity
position inthe line, as the battle would opevv inv anv
howr. We immediately marched through o
drenching rain to- and throughv Tullahoma whes
we were formed inv line of battle left of Fort Rains,
and ivv supporting distance. We were left of the
second line. Rainw felll all day almost without
intermission. At 5 ©’Clock Rosencrang was formed
inv line of battle 5 miles out but made no- show

toword o advance.
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Onthe 30th all remained quiet, rain st
falling. At 12 O’Clock midnight we left Tullahoma
and reached Allisonio the morning of the 1st at
about 1 O’Clock. The railroad bridge and two-
woodew bridges over Elk River were destroyed, and
owr awrmy silently but patiently awaiting the
approach of the enemy, but no-enemy came:

At about 7 O’Clock onwthe 2nd, we left Alisoniov
and passing through Decherd, reached Cowawn's
Station about 2 O’Clock P.M. At about 3 P.M. we
were formed in line of Battle, it being reported the
enemy were advancing, inv which position we
remained wntil' 1 O’Clock P.M., when we left and
proceeded to- ascend the Cumberland Mountain;

the ascent being steep and rough, it took us all
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night to- make it, and the morning of the 3rd
found us on the top of the mountoin, worw out withv
hunger and fatigue. From base to-base of the
mountoin i 9 miles ond i€ was neowr dusk when wes
descended the Southerw slope. I was sent forwoard to-
howe rations cooked and ready by the time the
troops awvrived next morning. I reached the moutiv
of Battle Creek where it empties into-the Tervnessee 5
miles above Bridgeport at about 11 O’Clock and
delivering the ovder I retived for the night.

4th - At daylight, the rations all being cooked,
the wagons were ordered across the River, which
they crossed on Pontoon Bridge. I waited owrival of
troops who- caume up about 11 O’Clock A.M. and

rations being distributed, we crossed the River ands
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mauwched to-Nigerjock Cave near Shell Mound where
we encamped. for the night.

At 7 O’Clock A.M. onwthe 5th; we set out and
mauwched to-Blue Springs. About 5 O’Clock P.M. we
encamped. Here we had a large abundance of
blackberries and the troops enjoyed the saume:

Owthe 6th, at 7 O’Clock A.M., we set out and
crossing Racoon Mountain, and the point of
Lookout Mouwntain, encamped about 2 miles from
Chattanooga at about 3 P.M.

Having been shut out from the world, as it
were, during the change of base by Bragg, we have
learned of the brilliant caompaig of Lee and his
brilliant victory at Winchester and advance into-

Pervusylvaniov. Onthe 7th, heard they were fighting
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neor Gettysburg, Pa. and Lee had gained o
brilliant victory - telegraph says captured 40,000
prisoners - needs confurmation.

Onthe 8th, leawned of the fall of Vicksburg, the
“Gibradtow of the Soutiv.”” This news caused av
momentowy depressiov of spirit among some;, but
like lightning soon passed away and nerved withv
the belief of owr cause, resolved to- redouble
energies, and make up for the temporary loss of
that point, which is after all of not so- much
importance as some would have us believe, and the
coundtry is invv av better conditiow to- sustoinv ond over
come the shock than they were at the fall of Fort

Donalsow.

" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of Vicksburg
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Onthe 9th, leawrned of the capture of Kenner
Station 10 miles from New Orleans and also- of the
capture of Brasheowr City by Genls: Dick Taylor and
Magruder, and also- heard of a force mawrching ovw
Fort Jackson below the City.

Owthe 10th leawned further pauticudors of fight
invPa, which were however so-bungled up as to-
confuse the whole, still the news plainly showed
that the “Grand Army of the Potomac” under Major
Genl. Meade; the successor of “Fighting Joe Hooker”

Onwthe 11th, leawrned of v new attack ovw
Chawleston by land and water, but confident of our

ability to-hold it and drive back the insolent foe,
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withy v second edition of the repulse of the Monitors
invApril last.

Owthe 12th, rumors of Lee's falling back, and
reporty of D.H. Hl driving Dix out of Vau., who-was
attempting another on to-Richwmond.

Onthe 13th, at 9 O’Clock; we left Chattanoogow
for Bridgeport wherve we relieved Jacksow's Brigade
and we guarded the R.R. from Shell Mound to-
Bridgeport. The enemvy repovted to-be
concentrating in front of Bridge at the town. Three
prisoners brought in by the covalry and captured
neaw Winchester. Fighting at Jackson, Miss. withv
strong belief irv our success.

Owthe 14th, all quiet in front. Enemy repulsed

at alll pointy of attack at Jacksow. Owr troops
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confident. The people of the Nortiv still inv great
consternation over inwasion by Lee, and
destruction of the shipping by privateer “Tacowy”
which vessel was at last captured and destroyed.

Onthe 15t still hold ouwr ownw at Jackson, and
Lee sttll novtihv of Potomac at Hagerstoww.

Owthe 16th, assouldt made by enemy at Jacksow
and repulsed withv heawvy loss: Bombardment at
Chauwlestor continures:

Ownthe 17th; Jackson was s&tll nobly holding
out, although enemy reported as moving ow the
flank, and evacuation looked for. Chawrlestor still
defies the assoudters.

Ownthe 18th, received news of Jackson being

evacuated and army folling back to-Peowl River.
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Received news of great riot and resistance to-draft
ivvNew York City and Springfield, Mass. and
Houwtford, Conw. Gov. Seymowr declawes City,
County, and State of New York in insurrection. This
s too-good and I only hope that it may be true
and that now that the resistance has been openly
proclaimed and cowried into-execution, that it
may gaiv strengtivand the whole Novtiv be thwown
into- one grand vortex of civil strife, that they too-
maoy know the horrors of o civil wawr.

On the 19th, further news of riots, and also-
rioty at Baltimore and ow Statew Iland and
Brooklyn. Lee withv his whole awrmy safe across the
Potomac. Lt. Genl. Hawdewv ovdered to-Miss. and LE.

Genl. D.H. Hll ovdered here to-take his place. May.
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Genl. J.M. Withers, our late Div. Commander has
resigned inv consequence of il health.
Bombawrdment of Chawrleston unabated.

Onthe 20th, received news of chawrge on Battery
Wagmner at Charlestorn on the 18th.

Sept. 5, 1863

The several items of interest omitted to-be noted
doww since the 20t of July awe as follows:

Lee’'s Army has successfully fallen back to- ity old
line of defense onv Rappahannock and beer
followed by Meade, who- inv his turnw has also- folleww
back to-Washington. Chawrleston has defied so-fowr
all the efforty of the enemy, who-have bombawrded

successively Sumter, Wagner and the City - all,
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however, to-no-effect, and the old “City by the sea”’
& browely holds out.

Johw Morgawy, the Great Guerrilow Chief, made
a dashing raid thwough Kentucky, Indiona and
party of Ohio; laying waste everytiving in his track;,
but he was at last overwhelmed and himself aond
pouwt of his command captured, the balance
reaching Dixie i safety.

Chattanooga, for the last two-weeks;, has beevv
the scene of great commotion; the enemy hawing
shelled it. We left Bridgeport the 215t of August,
1863, the date of first shelling, and have been o
the move ever since, and are now momentowrily in
expectatiow of receiving mawching ovders. -

Walker’s; Breckenwidge s and Gregg's Divisions fromv
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Johwustonw's Army hawe reinforced ws, and it iy also-
rumored that HiWW's Corps from Virginiow hass
avrived but put no-reliance v it. A great battle is
imminent, and whew it comes off; the victorious
shouty of the inwincible followers of Braxtow Bragg
will reverberate thwoughout the lengthvand
breadtivof the Confederacy.

Knowille iy evacuated by owr troops; but the
enemy iy afraid to-enter it, feawring o trap has beevv
set for them.

I hawve writtew several letters home and to-N.Y.,
some by opportunities and some by flag of truce
from Bridgeport.

Owthe 5thv inv the afternoow received orders to-

prepare thwee dayy cooked rations, and be ready
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for o move at & moment's notice. Onthe 6thvwe
took up line of mawrch for lower bridge over
Chickamogov Creek back of Hawrisows Landing,
whichvplace we reached after a very rough and
duwsty mawch, at about 4 P.M. Our Brigade was
immediately put on Picket duly relieving Deshler’s
Brig., Hll's Covps.

Owthe 7th all remained quiet until about dusk
whewn notification was received of General D.3H. Hill
to-prepare for o attack of the enemy that night, as
i was aonticipated from their several movements;
that they would attempt av crossing of the River
about midnight. AW dispatch was uwsed and all

eager and prepared for the attack,; but our hopes
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were doomed to- disappointment, as all passed off
very quietly.

Ownthe 6th, we were intuwrnw relieved by Estor’s
Brig., Walker's Div., and returned to- McFauwlands
Springs neawr Chattanooga.

Onthe 7th we received ovders to-prepare two-
days rations and be ready to-move at o moment’s
warning. At about 5 P.M. Major General T.V.
Hindermany, ouwr new Divisionw Commander, visited
owr Brigade, and addressed thew inv avfew stirring,
yet eloquent remaowks.

Owthe 8th, we received ovders to-have six days
rations preparved and be inv readiness to- move;
thwee days rations inv hawersacks and thwee days to-

be trawvusported. At about 5 P.M. we received
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mawvching ovders and set oul for Lee’s & Gordow's
Mills, which we reached that night, o mawch of
about 13 miles.

Onthe 9th we remained quiet, but were held inv
readiness to- move, as the enemy were advancing.
At about midnight on the 9th, we received
mawching orvders from ouwr encampment, and set
out for Mclemore’'s Cave, where Thomas Covbs of the
enemy were reported to-be. We reached there about
mid-day o the 10th, aond were immediately
droww up i line of battle, with orvders to-advance:

Owthe 11th skirmishing was kept up with the
enemy neow all the afternoon, owr forces
attempting to- overrunw ond capture the whole force,

but the enemy reached the gap (Coober’s), before
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about 15,000 meny 12 pieces of awtillery and about

150 wagons: About 8 P.M. we fell back to- Lafoyette;
the gap where ouwr wagons were encamped; whichv
place we reached about daylight on the 12th.

We moved out on the road Southvof Lafavyette
where we remained unti about 10 O’ Clock P.M.,
when we again went out to- meet the enemy
(Evittendowy Covps) at Rocky Springs, 7 miles North
of Lafayette, which place we reached at daylight,
and immediately formed line of buttle; 13th; at
about 9 O’Clock the line advanced about o mile,
where the line was formed and awtillery planted
ready for the expected engagement. At about 3 P.M.
very heawvy skirmishing was going on, ovw owr
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extreme left, between one of the Brigades inv
Cheathamw's Divisionw and av portiow of the enemy.
At sundoww all was again quiet, and further
movements were suspended until daylight.

At about 8 A.M. onwthe 14th, we received ovders
to- move back - left infront - to- Lafayette, whichv
place we reached at about 5 P.M. Such dust as wes
encountered on this mawch, it has never beevw my
lot to-enduwre; it was indeed suffocating, at times
being so-dense as to- be impossible to-see across the
road. The troobs were; however, shouting and
yelling all along the road and as we passed
thwough town they fairly made the eowthvand
houses shake. I here saow Billy Sullivan, Wil

Cameon, Chas. Chotad, W. Fowler, Jas. Gaetney, of
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the Breckevwidge Guawrds; all of whow were in fine
healtivand spirits.

Onthe 15th all was quiet in front, and
nothing to- break the dull monotony but the
vawiows camp rumory afloat, among others; the
awrival of Longstreet’s Covbs from Virginiow. Price iy
reported to-hawve again thwashed out the enemy at
or neaw Little Rock, Ark. Kirby Smithvalso- reported
as hawing gained aonother victory in Lonisiana.

The enemy have also-been disastrously repulsed
at Chawleston and in an attempt to-take Swmpter,
the old flag that floated over that stronghold at
the time of ity surrender to-Beauwwegord, wos

captured, together witihvthwee other stands;, and 16

officers and 160 men. Bully for Beawwegard/
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Owthe 16th, the forenoon passed off quietly -
but the afternoon was all excitement, hawving
received ovders to- mawrch against the enemy. LE.
Genl:. J. Longstreet avrrived ivv Lafayette. His Covps
expected to-reach here invav day or two. General
Bragg issued the following general ovder. Hdqrs.
Ar. T. Inthe Field. Lafayette, Gou., Sept. 16 1865
Genl. Order No- 180 —

The troops will be held ready for anw immediate
move against the enemy. - His demovstrations o
owr flanks hawve beenv thwauwted, and twice has he
retired before us, whew offered battle.

We must now force himv to-the issue. Soldiers!

Yow awe largely reinforced. - Yow must now seek the
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contest. - Invso-doing; I know yow will be content to-
suffer privations and encounter hardships. -

Heretofore youw howe never failed to-respond to-
youwr General, whenw he asked sacrifices at your
hands.

Relying o yowr gallantry and patriotism, he
asks yow to-add the crowning glory to-the wreativ
yow wear. - Owr cause iy inv your keeping. - Your
enemy bousty that yow awe demoraliged and
retreating before him

Hoving accomplished our object by driving
back his flank movement, let us now turn on his

main force, and crushv it inv ity fancied security.
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Your Generoads will lead yow. - Yow hawve but to-
respond to- assire usy o glorious triwmph over owr
insolent foe. - I know what your response will be. -

Trusting inv God and the justice of your cause;
and moved by the love of the deaw ones at home;,
failure iy impossible and victory must be ours:

S/ Braxton Bragg
Genl. Comd.

At about sunset we moved out invthe divection
of Lafayette and took the road leading across
Pigeon Mountain to- v point inv CrawfisihvValley
near Lee & Gordows Mills, which place we reached
after o very dusty and fatiguing march, at about
10 O’Clock P.M. bivouacking in awv old oper field,

onthe side of o spur of the range of mountoing,
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near av large and cleaw spring. Being near av
potatoe patchy and av sugarcane field; bothv were
soow cleawed of their hawvest, almost as quickly as I
write this, sweeping both fields as though o hawrow
had passed over them. The Yanks destroy and steal
of the citigzens all stock and wearing apparel, but
owr mewv equally as quick; press all eatables; so-
between bothv awrmies the poor citigew is left alimost
destitute of either food or raiment.

Owthe 17th at daylight we moved out and
formed line of buttle neow the Chattanoogo ands
Lafoyette roads wherve it crosses the Chickamaugo.
Heavy skirmishing with the enemy was cawried ow
neawr all davy, but night put anv end to-hostilities.

Chickamauga
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Ownthe 18th cammnmonading opened o our
right, and soon the word came that Cheathonv's

and, Buckner were forcing their woy across the ever
memorable Chickamauga. Some few wounded were
brought in, one or two-only being seriously
wounded. Heavy musketry was heowd about dawk
ond I knew that the Rubiconw was crossed. I wos
attacked by a chilly succeeded by fever, which
lasted o week, but again passed off:

At daylight onvthe 19th the attack was made
o owr right and soon the booming of cannons
and the rattle of musketry was heard; telling the
deativ knell of mony av brawve soldier, and of the
destructive effecty of waw. The heawy firing

continumed neowr all davy, lasting untitl dawk, whew
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night put anv end to- hostilities. Owr Brigade
suffered severely - killed 80; wounded 454; and
missing 24 - making a total of 558. The result of
this ever memorable Battle of Chickaumauga was ov
complete and glovious victory by the Army of Terwu
over av boastful and haughty foe, withv av loss to-himy
of ___ prisoners, ___ pieces of awntillery, ___ stond of
small arms and___ stands of Colors. The battlefield
was literally strewn withvthe killed, dying and
wounded of bothv armies, those of the enemy greatly
outrumbering our owwn. Hovses lay promiscuously
over the field and ivv several places, and one
parvticidarly, where Carnes Battery, Wright's
Brigade, Cheathaww's Division was captured by the

enemy but retaken, they lay invheaps of 10 and 12.
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Never did troops enter into-av fight inv better spivity
and more eager to- meet the foe, and well and
nobly did they uphold and carry the Stows and
Baws onvthe 19th and 20t of September, 1863,
making thew days to-which they cowv excitedly
point as those on which they added renewed lustre
to-the already bright Arms of the Confederacy.

AW was under the immediate supervisiow of owr
beloved General Braxton Bragg and well haus hes
established his claims to-genius, ability and
consummate generalship, and the future historian
inv detailing the accounty of the bloody Battle of
Chickamaugo will but show to-the world withr what
a masterly hand those troops were handled ands

manewvered - leowing bright and luminouws invthe
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gallery of our great Generals, the stow of our
Broxtonw Bragg.

O Sunday night (19) the enemy retreated
toward, Chattonooga - On the 20th our troops
comumenced the pursuit about midday, the
dead. Owr Division encamped, at the juncture of the
Chattanooga and Eagleville with the
Chickamauga and Lafayette roads. We remained,
here all day onwthe 21 and onwthe 23rd at
daylight moved inthe direction of Chattanooga
reaching Missionary Ridge about midday ands
descending onw the Chattanooga side for about ov
quauter - where we were again draww up v line of

battle and all expected to- assaudt the enemy’s
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works. Late inthe evening the enemy’s heavy gung
were opened o us, withy but very slight casualties.

Owthe 24th, the Division was moved back to-
the ridge out of range; and there again aligned.
Owr Batteries were all put info-position ready to-
strengthening their works, hawing av chaviv of Forty
and the town of Chattanooga entively evwironed
with entrenchiments. Headquarters are established
ontop of the ridge where the Chickamauga and
Chattanooga road crosses (k.

Withv the exceptiow of occasional picket firing,
all remained quiet and nothing to- maw the dulls
monotony until the 30thv - whew av flag of truce

passed and avv exchange of wounded agreed upow.

144




Ambulances were immediately sent forward and
2500 of the enemy’s wounded sent their lines, while
they only had 40 of owrs. It is rumoved that Brig-
General Do Adams of ouw Armyy, who-was
wounded at Chickamaungo and taker prisoner,
requested to-be left inside the enemy’s lines until
better able to- stond the trials of o move.

Owthe 1st and 2nd o howd rain drenched the
eawtivond all nature seemed to- smile after the
refreshing shower. The evening of the 2nd it
cleared up and all was clear and serene and the
atmosphere very pure:

Owthe third all remained i status quo- - not av
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Headquawters were again removed to-the top of
ridge where Shallow Ford and Chattanooga roads
crosses it. A beautiful and pictuwresque view s here
presented of the Chattanooga Valley. On the left the
Lookout point looms up in the distance, then come
the line of entrenchwmenty and chaiv of forty of the
enemy, interspersed with their mavvyy white tents,
the principal fort being just to-right of the town
which iy almost entively obscured from sight by the
tumber and onthe right quietly flows the placid
Termnessee, acrossy which the enemy have a pontoow
- ond further to-the right and to-the rear, rises up
Waldrow s Ridge - while inv front spreads out the
Valley of rolling ground made beauntiful and

interesting by the mony fine residences seenv and
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the ruing of what once were the palatiold residences
exwironing Chattanooga - and striking one
forcibly of the vandalismw of the Abolition hovdes
who- would subjugate us.

Onthe 4th preparations were made and guny
planted to-openv upow the enemy at daylight. Lt.
Genl. Polk and Major General Hindermarn have
bothv beew relieved of their Comumands; the former
for disobedience of ovders onthe field and the
latter for disobedience of ovders while
conmumnanding forces at Mclemore s Cave.

Lt. General Longstreet hay issued the following
address to-the troops under his Command, duwing

the Battle; of whichy our Divisionw conutituted o pourt:

Headquawtery Left Wing
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Army of Texwnessee
September 23, 1863

The Lt. General Commanding expresses his
congratulations to-the brave troops of his
Command o the brilliont victory which has
crowned their hevoic efforts.

The enemy, lately, so-defiant and exuldting has
been drivew from his chosen positions withv
slauwghter, and the loss of awtillery, prisoners, arms
and colors. To-this glovious result yow have
contributed no- meon share.

The gallant troops of the Army of the Tennessee
howve also- once move exhibited that prowess that
ha ever idustrated the bloody battlefields of the

West, and howve fulfilled the high expectations that
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were entertained for thew. Side by side with their
browe conwades from Virginioy, they have breasted
the wawe of ivwasion and rolled it back.

Soldiers! Much has beenv done, but not all. The
fruity of yowr splendid victory are to-be enjoyed.
Terwmnessee and Kentucky withvtheir rolling fields
and smiling valleys, owe to-be reclaimed to-
freedom and independence - Yow are to-be the
agenty for their deliverance, and your task
requires the same heroic fortitude; patience and
cowrage always showw by yow invthe trying past.

Youwr General looks to- yow for renewed exertions

—

Sgd/ J. Longstreet
Lt. Genl.
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Owthe morning of the 5th; as soovw as the fog
and smoke had cleared oway, owr Batteries obeneds
a slow fire, which were but slowly answered by the
enemy. What amount of daumage was done; I
carmnot say, but there was considerable stiv caused
invthe Yankee Camp. Two-or three guns were fireds
after dark, but no-reply by the enemy...also-one at
about 3 O’ClockA.M. onthe 6th. This day all was
quiet and only one gun fired duwring the day ands
that one by the Yanks; eliciting no-reply from owr
side. A steamboat was today seen neawr all davy,
assisting in repaiving the trestle bridge over the
river whichv had beenw washed awovy by the rise ivv

the river. Reported that Wheeler has burned two-




traing of supplies for the enemy inv Soquatchio-
Valley - 500 wagons. Hope it is true.

President Dowis reported to-be on his way to-
visit the Army of Tenwnessee.

General Polk ow being relieved of Command
issued the following address to-the troops:

Hd. Qtrs. Polkvs Corp A.T.
Missionary Ridge, Sept. 30, 1863

To-the Officers and Soldiers of Polk’s Covrps:

In consequence of anv unfortunate
disagreement between myself and the Commander
inv Chief of the Department, I howe beew relieved of
my Conmumand, ond o about to-retive from the
Army. Without attempting to-explain the

circumstonces of this disagreement ov prejudicing
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the public mind by a premature appeal to- ity
Jjudgment, I must be permitted to-express my
unqualified covwictiow of the rectitude of my
conduct and that time and inwestigation will
amply vindicate my actiow owthe field of
“Chickamauga.”

I cawnot, however, part even temporarily withv
the gallont officers and soldiers of my old Corbs,
without the deepest feeling of regret, and o
heawtfelt expression of my gratitude for the
cowrage; conduct and devotion, they hawve alwaoys
monifested while under my Comumand.

Belmonk, Shiloh, Perryville, Murfreesbovo-and

Chickamaugoy, all attest o youwr pawt the very




highest soldierly qualities, and are crowded withv
precious memories.

Contending witivowr nuumerous, well appointed
and, merciless enemy, for all that mowv holds dear,
yow have borne unexampled privations withv
fortitude, fought withvindomitable bravery, and
ever yielded a ready and cheerful obedience to-
yowr Officers.  Soldiers who- struggle ivv such v
cause and witiv suchy hearts “canv never be
conquered.” - Clouds and darkness may enshwoud
yowfor atime, but the sunlight of the futwre is
bright and glowing. The blood of the Patrioty iy
never shed in vain, and, our final Victory is certoinv

oand aussured..




Whoever commands yow, my earnest
exhortation and request to- yow i, to-fight onw and
fight ever with true hearts until youwr independence

s achieved. Thouwsonds of heauwty moy foll crushed

weapons of the foe, or the

passions or mistakes of

friends, but the great cause

must never be sacrificed, or

our ﬂa,g/ al)a/md,()-md/ OW Figure 9 Gen. Leonidas Polk, "The

Fighting Bishop". In 1844, he
built St. John’s Episcopal Church

%/J’Mt Z y ; i !ty tO' in Thibodaux.

your Couwntry and God iy as cleawr as the sunv invthe
heavens:.
I leave my Comumond invthe cawre of the bravest

of the brawve, who-has ofter led thew inv the davkest
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howr of their trials; he and yow wil have my hopes
and provyers to-the Ruler of the Universe;, for your
happiness and. siccess:

Youwr kindness, devotion and respect for me
exhibited during the yearsy of our association bothv
and will be treasured there until it ceases to- beat.
Youwr Friend,

Sgd/ Leonidas Polk
Lt. Genl.

Onwthe 7th all quiet, with the exception of awv
occasional guw - nobody haut.

Owthe 8th, variouws rumory afloat - among

othery the arrival of the President. Several guny




fired dwring the doy. Yankee captured confirms
buwrning of wagons by Wheeler.

Onthe 9thv all quiet. President avrived, iy the
guest of General Bragg.

Ownthe 10th President, accompanied by
Generoal Bragg and Staff rode along the lines and
spoke to-the troops inv gflowing terms of owr prospecty
and the condition of affairs. In the afternoon had
grand “powwow” withv General Officers:

Reported that reinforcementy to-Rosencrang
are neawr him...exchanged papers witivtihe Yanks;,
who- had no-later dates thaw the 3rd - and
apologized by saying that their mail facilities were
bad just at present, but the truthv iy that Wheeler

has taken charge of R.R. & C. - General Morgaw
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soon to-be exchanged for General Neal Dow, the
Maine ligquor low mawy, inv owr hands:

Reported that we are constructing pontoons
above;, which looks like av forward move - hope so-

Onwthe 11th, all quiet - not av guwn being fured, -
rumory afloat of further doings by Wheeler, but
nothing authentic. - President still herve - today
riding over the ever memovable field of
Chickamaunga.

Ownthe 12th - nothing worthy of note
travuspived. AW quiet - at about dark raivw
comumenced, to-foll and continmed thwoughout the
night. - The President, being serenaded, made o
speech to-the crowd, telling them that he had just

returned from av ride over the field, and thinks
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that oy General who-could lead anv awrmy over
such av field to-Victory was deserving the implicit
confidence of the troops and of the country, as he
had his, and furthermore that the first duty of o
soldier, from the lowest private to-the general, was
implicit and immediate obedience to-all ovders of
their superiovs.

Owthe 13th, being the day of election inv Ohio,
owr batteries all along the line were ovdered to-
oben onwthe enemy at 10 A.M., but subsequently the
ovder was revoked, inv consequence of the very
inclement weather. Raing continuing to-fall

Onthe 14th rainw continures. - Confurmatiow of

Wheeler’s exploity, from himself, having withv his
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Command, awrived at Courtland, Alabama. He
buwrned the railroad bridges over Elk River at
Alisonia, over Hickory Creek near McMivwwille, over
Duck River neow Wouwtrace and over Stone River
near Muwrfreesboro. He captured and destroyed
between 700 and 1,000 wagons and captiwed, the
town of McMinwwille; together with ity gawrison
(the 4th Terww. (Fed)), and says he buwrned av larger
supply there of stores, thaw he hay seevv collected at
one point since the war, taking 12 howrs to- buwrw
them. He also- captuwred the toww of Shelbyville, withv
ity gowrisony, and destroyed some storves therve, and
although heowily pursued toward the last by the
enemy, reached Dixie v safety, but withv heavy

losses. Bully for Wheeler!
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Onthe 15th rain continumes wntil 7 P.M. whew it
cleary off. AW quiet - no- news.

President issues ownv address to-the troobs as
follows:

Hd. Qtrs. Army of Tennessee
Neow Chattanooga, Oct. 14th; 1863
Soldiers!

A grateful country has recogniged your
arduous service and rejoiced over your glovious
victory on the field of Chickamaugov.

Whew your countrymen shall move fully leawrn
the adverse circuwustonces under which yow
attacked the enemy, though they cannot be more
thankful, they may admire more the gallantry and

patriotic devotion which secured your siccess.
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Representatives of every State invthe Confederacy,
your steps hawe been followed withv affectionate
solicitude by friends inv every portion of the country.
Defenders of the heouwt of owr terrvitory, youwr
movements have beewn the object of interest and
anxiety. The hopes of our caunse greatly depend
upow yow, and happy it is that all cowv securely rely
upow your achieving whatever, under the blessings
of Providence hwumowv power cawv effect. Though yow
have done wurchy, very much remaing to-be done.
Behind yow iy o people providing for your
support, and depending upow yow for protectiov
Before yow iy v Country devastated by your ruthless

ivwader, where gentle woman, feeble age, and

helpless infoncy have beew subjected to-outrages
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without pawrallel in the wawfare of civiliged
nations. Withveagerness they watch for your
coming to-their deliverance; and the homeless
refugee pines for the hour whew your victorious
arms shall restore his family to-the shelter from
which they have beer drives.

Forced to-take up arms to- vindicate the
political rights, the freedom, equality and state
sovereignty which were the heritage purchased by
the blood of your Revolutionawy sirves, yow have but
the alternative of lawish subscription to-despotic
wsurpation, on the independence which vigorous;,
united, and persistent effort will secure. AW whichv
fires the manly breast, nerves the patriot, and

exalty the hero- is present to- stimudate and sustoin
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yow. Nobly hawe yow redeemed the pledges giver inv
the name of Freedowmw to-the memory of your
ancestors and the righty of your posterity.

That yow may complete the mission to-which
yow awe devoted, will requirve of yow such exertions
i the future; as yow hawve made in the past;
continuance i the patient endurance of toil and
danger, and that self denial that rejecty every
consideration at vawionce with the public service
as wworthy of the holy cause inv which yow awe
engaged.

Whewn the waw shall have ended, the highest of
praise will be due and probably given to-hinm who-
has claimed least for himself inv proportion to-

service he has rendered; and the bitterest self
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reproach which may hereafter haunt the memory
of anyyone, will be to-him who- has allowed selfishv
aspirations to-prevail over av desive for the public
good. United as yow ave inv v conunow desting,
obedience and cordial co—-operation are essentially
necessawy, and there is no-higher duty thawnw that
which requires each to-give to-all, what is due to-
their station. He who- sows the seed of discontent
ond distrust prepawes for the hawvest of slaughter
and defeat. To- zeal yow have added gallantry; to-
gallontry, energy; to-energy, fortitude. Crown these
withy hawrmony, due subordinationw and cheerful
support of lawful authority that the measure of

youwr duty may be full.
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I fervently hope that the ferocious wouw unjustly
waged against our Country, may soow be ended -
that, withvthe blessings of Peace, yow may be
restored to- your homes and useful pursuits - and I
pray that our Heawenly Father may cover yow withy
the shield of His protection invthe howrs of battle,
and endow yow withythe virtues which will close
your triads invVictory complete.

Sgd/ Jefferson Davis

Onthe 16th weather cleared off beautifully
after the rain and quite v cool breege blowing: AW
quiet i front. Variows rumory afloat, one being of
a great victory inVirginiaw by Lee over Meade ands
another of the electionw of Vallandinghom by

70,000 majority, but bothy want confurmation.
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Owthe 18th rain again commenced and
contirwed all day. Rumory of av victory inv
Mississippi, Lo and confrmatiow of the victory inv
Vau, but no-pawticulars. Lt. Genl. D.H. Hl relieved
and ordered to-report to-Waw Deportment caused
by his heading o petition to-President for the
removal of our beloved Chief - Braxtow Bragyg.

Owthe 19th weather cleawed off cold - went
dowwn to- Chickamaugo Station - received letter
fromhome (Sept. 25th) - received news that Lee
had driven the Yoanks into-their fortifications at
Centreville - that Roddy’s Cavalry had captuwred
Stevenson ond reported by scouty that Army of
Rosencrang is Living onwtwo- (2) crackers av davy, the

pickety giving a blanket or an overcoak for o few
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biscuity, and also-that the pickety inv owr front offer
to-exchange a bllanket for apone of cornbread.
This, if true, shows things intheir true light and
Rosencrang will either howe to-get up and dust or
capitulate; but I hawve no-idea he will wait until
the latter alternative is necessouy, but trust that he
may be compelled, so-to-do-by matter of necessity.

Onthe 20th, beautiful cleow day - reporteds
that Banks and staff aond eighteevv (18) Regimenty
have been captured by General Dick Taylor in
Louisiana - about av dogen shell fired at the enemy
fromv Lookout. Received news of anv address to-the
people of Mississippi, by the President adjuring them
by all they hold dear, and for the relief of the

Coundtry at large; to- now rally and relieve the
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troops posted inthe interior and reinforce General
Bragg, invorder to-crush Rose'y, and hasten avv ends
to-this struggle for independence. He also-expresses
a hope that, if all goes well, that with the coming
of spring, not one enemy will tread owr soil. God

Onthe 21st, was ordered to-relieve Lt. R.M. Gl
of the 41 st Mississippi Regiment asA.A.A. Genl. of
Brigade: At about 11 P.M. received ovder to-send
two- regimenty to-the front of Cheatham's Div., it
being ordered at once to- Charlestoww.

Owthe 22nd rained neow all dovy, enemy all
quiet.

Owthe 23rd cleaw davy, enemy shelling
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Onthe 24th, all quiet raining again all dovy
and wind very cold.

Onthe 25th Lookout Batteries firing on the
enemy. Received news of the fight neowr
Philadelphiay, Perun. between owr covalry and the
enemy, and the easy victory achieved.

Onthe 26t leawrned of Rosencrang being
relieved by Thomas—thus had another of their
leaders been decapitated; in consequence of av
defeat, and but follows in the wake of McClellan,
McDarell, Pope; etc.

Owthe 27t leawned of the fight during the
night between av pawt of Longstireet’s covps and ov
corpy of the enemy - no-pauwticudary - fight neow

Racoovn Mouwndtain at Wahatchie.
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Onthe 28th, batteries from Lookout firing all
day, enemy replying occasionally. Sleet felll all
afternoonw ond wind very cold.

Owthe 29th, was relieved of duty asA.A.A.
General by return of Capt. Walker Andersov.
Weather very cold. Our batteries and those of the
enemy exchanging shots, nobody hurt.

Owthe 30th, all quiet, weather cold and wind
boisterous. Vawious rumors afloat but nothing
reliable.

Onthe 31st, owr batteries engage those of the
enemy and keep up the fire thwoughout the day
withy what effect - is unknowwn. Leawned of Lt. Genl.
Polk being ordered to-Miss. and of Lt. Genl. Hardee

returning to-this command.
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Onthe 1st of November weather still cold -
moved headquawters to-top of ridge. News
confurmed of the exchange of Corps Commanders:
Batteries for Lookout firing all day, but result
uwnknowm,

Onthe 2nd, weather cloudy, with prospecty of
rain, eawrly invthe morning batteries o Lookout
furing - afternoon; enemy’s batteries shelling owr
picket lines. Reported that May. Genl. Cheathawm hos
beew relieved of his duty withvthis Command and
that May. Genl. Buckner has asked to-be relieved.
Reporty lack confirmation.

Onthe 3rd weather hagy and threatening
rainv. Reported that May. Genl. Johuv C.

Breckevnwidge has beevv made Lt. Genl. - Rumored
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that A.P. HIWs Covp from Vo are onthe way to-this
point. Received letter for Jule dated N.Y. Aug. 20,
1863 per flag of truce at Richwmond.

Owthe 4thv all quiet, withv anw occasional firing
of v gun. Lt. Genl. Hawrdee assigned to-duty withv
this Corps. Mclaw’s Division of Longstireet’s Corps
gone to-East Terw.

Owthe 5th, rainw neawr all day, cold, boisterous
wind blowing. Nothing new stirring. Received letter
from home; 12th Oct.

Onthe 6thvenemy shelling owr pickets.
Walthall's Brigade exchanged for Vaughwy
Brigade of Cheathawv's Div. - Received ovder

announcing assumption of Command by Genl.

172




Hawrdee. Longstreet’s Corpy gone to- Loudow or
thereabouts;, and stirving times looked for soov

Owthe 7th all quiet. Cheathaw's Div. returned
from neighborhood of Loudon; having beesv
relieved by Longstireet’s Corps.

Owthe 8th; 9th, 10th, 11thvand 12th, nothing
worthy of note trowspired. Indiow summers have
set ivvand the weather iy very pleasant. Batteries at
Lookout still keep up afire;, daily salutations.

Owthe 13th; 14th; 15th and 16th all quiet,
weather rather exchangeable. Batteries ov Lookout
keep up av daily fire for the enemy.

Ownthe 17th, was aroused inthe morning by a
heowy fire of awtillery ovwthe right of our line,

which tuwrned out to-be our batteries shelling the
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enemy across the river, where they had erected
winter quawters. One mowv severely wounded ovw owr
side, extent of damage to-enemy not known.
Received of 18thv Oct. from home:

Onthe 18th very dense and heavy fog
pervading the atmosphere duwring the morning
and forenoow - Weather Indiow ssummer Like.

Onthe 19th nothing worthy of interest
transpired - gung fired occasionally. The following
general ovder published to-the army:
Headquarters Army of Terw.

Missionauwy Ridge
Nov. 16/63

Genl. Ordersy No- 208
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That the enemy does not intend to-cawrry out inv
good faith the cawtel agreed on between hig
Government and the Confederate States for the
exchange of prisoners of war, hay long been
demorutrated by his acty and is now officially
recogniged.

Such v cruel proceeding so-opposed to-the laws
of huwmanity and o enlightened civiligatiown, is ov
virtuad acknowledgment by the enemy of his
inferiority; and it shows av craft and cunning
worthy of the Yankee, in imposing upow us the
maintenance of thousands of his prisoners; that
they may consume the substance which shouwld go-
to-the support of our gallant mew ond their
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This should be knoww to-our officers and men.
They shouwld know that; if takew prisoners, those
who- survive their cruel treatment will be forced to-
languish inv Novthern dungeons wnitil the close of
the waw, subjected to-the taunty and bowbowrity of a
merciless foe. If their Liberty and their lives must be
lost, the alternative of Honorable Deativ o the
field of battle, nobly fighting for the cause of
freedom;, will be accepted by brave and patiriotic
Southerw soldiers.

The General deems it his duty to-announce
these facty to-the troops of his Command. The
designy of the enemy awe transpowvent and owr
officers and our soldiers awe forced to-accept the
policy imposed by him.
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By Command of
General Bragg
Sgd. Geo: W. Brent
A.A.G.

Onthe 20th and 21 st nothing worthy of note to-
indite.

Onthe 22nd,; Buckner’s Division moving past
owr line were shelled by the enemy and several were
wounded. One shell felll ovv top of the Ridge neawr
headquarters and thwew the dust awround inv all
divections. Nobody hawuwt but everyone scowed and
trees were inv demond. The enemy shelled all along
the lines duwring the day, but withv very little effect.

Onthe 23rd batteries opened bright and early

but nothing worthy of note travnspired, until about
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2 P.M. whew av large body of troops estimated at
about 10,000 who-had beew invfull view in owr
immediate front deployed in line and their
advanced;, ond driving back owr picket, took
possession of two-hills inv front of owr brigade;, but
guawvded by 28 Al Regt., Manigaunlt’s Brigade.
Picket firing was kept up the balance of the
evening, whenw night put o end to- all hostilities.
The sight was beautiful to- see - the long lines of
Yankee troops as they were marshaled in battle
array, ond deployed, advancing inv as perfect a
line as if o dress pawade. AW prepovations were
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Thus ended wy 24th birthday, all bustle and
confusion.

Onthe 24th the enemy made a vigovrous attacks
o Lookout Mountain, but were driverw back withv
heavy loss. Walthall's Miss. Brigade sustained the
brunt of the attack, and well did they do-the duty
assigned them. Repeated attacks were made o the
left of our line; but as often repulsed. Heavy
cannonading and musketry raged throughout the
day owthe left and to- some extent on the extreme
foothold and every attempt of theirs was foiled.
Dwring the night no-forces evacuated Lookout

Mountain and all the troops concentrated o
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Missionary Ridge, preparatory to-an expected
assault on that positiov invthe morning.

At doylight onthe 2 5th, aw attack was made
onwour right, but repulsed and from that time to-
mid-davy, whenw oo Wl ensued, the battled r inv
all ity fury. Severv successive assaudts were made by
the enemy, but as oftenvthey compelled to-fall back
under the terrible and galling fire of the
iwincible hosts of Clebuwrne and Cheatham. A
number of prisoners were captured, and 8 stands of
colory. At about 3 P.M. the enemy advanced ow our
centre, and about 4 1/2 P.M. the left centire howing
givenw way, the enemy gained anw advantageous
position, which they improved and soon compelled

the whole line to-fall back, leaving about 40 pieces
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of awtillery and av number of prisoners in the hands
of the enemy. The enemy fought withvav desperation
worthy of a better cause and prisonery captwred
state that General Grant promised thew that if they
cawried the Ridge; he would give thew o fuwrloughv
of 60 days and bounty of 600 dolars, which I do-
not doubt to-be true, but that it is one of those
promises held up to-the eye and ear, but doomed, to-
be broken to-the hope: About 9 P.M. hawing been
ovdered across the creek to-the wagons withv the
papers of the Brigade; when we received ovders to-
move forwawrd toward Ringgold, Go., which we did,
and travelled until 3 A.M. on the following

morning whew we halted withiv 1 mile of

Ringgold.
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Longstreet reported to-hawve captured Burnside
and his army, but lacks confirmation. The loss of
owr Brigade inthe fight was as follows: Killed 11,
wounded 73, missing 182 - making a total of 266.

Owthe 26th moved througiv Ringgold and
troveled all davy, passing thwoughv___ Hill and
encamping for the night at Dalton, Ga.

Onthe 28th, moved thwough Dalton, Ga., doww
the Resaca Road aond troweled, inv v hawd rainw and
over miseralble road all day and night, arriving at
Resecav about 12 M. onthe 29th: Just before stauting
from Dalton,; the Brigade came up withv us and
remained at Daltow. Cleburws Division were the

reaw guawrds of the awmy, and held the enemy back.
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Ow the morning of the 30t stauwted back to-
Dalton, which place we reached at about 12 M. ow
the 15t of December and were immediately ovdered
out to-the Brigade ow picket three miles to-the
front, onthe red clay road, where we awrvived at
about dusk.

Onthe 2nd nothing new, all quiet. Longstreet
reported folling back and Burnside inv pursuit.
Clebuwrne reported to-have whipped the enemy neow
T___ Hill. Reported that General Bragg intends to-
resigw ov retive from the Army.

Owthe 3rd received confurmatiow of the report
invthe following General ovder:

Hd. Qtrs. Army of Terw.

Dalton, Ga. Dec. 2/63
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Genw'l orvders
204

Upon renewed application to-the President, his
consent has been obtained for the relinquishwment
of the Command of this Army. It is accordingly
travuferved to- Lt. Genl. Hawvdee.

The announcement of this separation iy made
withv unfeigned regret. The association of move
thou two- yeowrs which bound together av
commander and his trusted troops, connot be
severed without deep emotion. A comwmon cause
and dangery shared on the many hard fought
fields from Persacola to- Chickamaugoy, have

cemented bonds, which time even conv never
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The circwmstonces which render this step
proper, will be appreciated; however, by every goods
soldier ond true patriot, and the last appeal the
General has to- make to-the gallont avrmy which hos
so-long and so- nobly sustained him, is to-give to-his
successor, that cordial and generous support so-
essentiold to-the success of owr owrms. Inthat
successor yow hawe av veteran whose brilliont
reputation yow howe aided to-achieve. He cannot
fail, if properly sustained, to-fll the measure of our
Country’s expectations.

To-the Officers of my general staff, who-hawve so-
long; so- zealouwsly and so- successflly struggled
against seriouy difficulties; in support of the Army

and myself; is due inv great degree; what little of
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success and fome we hawe achieved. In bidding
thew ond the Army awv affectionate forewell, they
have the blessing and the pravers of o grateful
friend.

S/ Braxton Bragg

Genl. C.S.A.

Official

GW. Brent (Sgd.)

A.A.G.

Thus was retived from the field of active
operations one of the master spirity of the
revolution, and whose place neither inthe Army,
which he has so-long and so- well commanded, nor
invthe affections of hig troops, canv never be filled..

Long may he live to-enjoy the benefity of his well
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earned reputation; and the futwre Historiown in
chwonicling the eventy and the lives of our great
meny, will hoist on high the naume of Braxtov
Bragg, as synonymous witivcool courage;,
consumumate brovery, and determined devotiow to-
the cause he espoused and served so-well. Reported
that General J. Johwmstow succeeds to-the command
of the awrmyy.

Onthe 4th all quiet, and vawiows ruiumors
afloat. Received following general ovder from
General Hardee assuming command, of the Army of
Tennessee.

Hdqtrs. Army of Terwu
Dalton, GawDec. 2/63

To-the Soldiers of the Army of Texwu. !
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General Bragg hawving beew relieved from duty
with this Army, the command has devolved upow
me.

The steady puspose; the unflinching cowrage;
and the wnsullied patriotism of the distinguished
leader who-has shoawed your fortunes for morve thoaw
a yeow, will be long remembered by this Army, and
by the Country he has served so-well.

I desive to- sy, inv assuming comumoand, that
there iy no-cause for discouragement. The
overwhelming nuumbers of the enemy forced us back
from Missionary Ridge; but the awrmy s stll intact,
and ivv good heart. Our losses were small and will
be rapidly replaced. The country i looking to-yow

withy painful interest. I feel that it can rely upovw
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yow. Only the weak and the timid need to-be
cheered by constant success. The veterans of Shiloh,
Perryville, Murfreesboro, and Chickamaugow requirve
no- such stimudug to- sustain their couwrage and
resolution. Let the past take care of itself; we canv
oand muust secure the future.
WJ. Hardee
Lt. Genl. CACS
Official
Kinlock Falconer
AAG

Onthe night of the 4th Genl. Bragg left for

Newmawn where his family now reside.
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Onthe 5th all quiet, nothing worthy of interest
transpired. Carmmonading heard inthe dirvection
of Ringgold.

Onthe 6th all quiet. Cavalry ovdered to-the
front. Longstreet reporvted to-have raised the siege
of Knoxwville and to-be retreating into-Virginia.
Newsy received of the rapid retreat of Meade towoawrd
Washington, pursued by Lee: Rumored that
Beawwegard is to- succeed Bragg. - Wrote letter to-
Col. Shaw.

Owthe 7thv all quiet inv front - weather dowk
and cloudy. Today meely the Congress at
Richmond, as also-does the Congress at
Washington. Bothv hawe feawful responsibilities

before them. The peoble of bothv Countries will look
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to-thew for relief from the miseries and calamities
of direful waw.

Ownthe 8thvall quiet inv front. Rainsg and cold
all dovy and night. Not evenw v rumor afloat. Papers
report deativ of King of Denwmawk o 15t of
November, 1863.

Ow 9th weather fine and bracing. AW quiet irv
front. Dame rumor hay it that owr Brigade goes to-
Miss: to-recruit. Longstireet reported, in consequence
of heawy reinforcementy to- Burnside, to-have raised
the siege of Knowille and to-be folling backs
towawrd Atlanto. His wagon train reported as
having passed througihv Murphy, N.C. day before
yesterday.

Onwthe 10th all quiet - nothing stirring.
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Onthe 11th, weather hagy. Caovalry report
Yankees advancing but believed;, however, as there

Onwthe 12th rainy and disagreeable all day.
Scouty report all Yanks withdrowwn to- Chattanoogo.
Received letter stating that Natchesz was irwested
onthe 6th inst. and expected to-be takewn by the
Rebs.

Onthe 13th, all quiet invfront. Received
synopsis of the President’s message, which is av very
able document, and av literary production that
would adorw any age, or prove the eminent
statesmonship of oy mow. The President handled
all subjects that now present themselves to-our

country, and cleawrly and forcibly presenty
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remedies; for the evils that exist. Particudlarly well
does he touch upow owr foreigw relations ands
exposes to-the world the treachery and double
dealing and perfidiousness of the Britishv Natiow in
their actions towowd this Country.

Onthe 14th all quiet in front, although the
Coawvalry s inv consideralble commotion. Received
news of the safety of Longstreet’s Comuwmand in Est.
Terwv. Were visited by several young ladies of the
neighborhood, who-came to-witness dress parade
and to-heow the bands play.

Onthe 15th all quiet, visited Daltow today, as
also-Div. Hd.Qtrs. and had o long chat withv
General Anderson. Among other things, he gave as

his opinion; as the cause of owr troops running at
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Missionary Ridge invthe late engagement the
newspaper criticism upow Genl. Bragg, which had
possessed the troops unconscious though they were
of the existence of such influence, and want of
confidence in the Commanding General. - 2nd.
The apparent and palpable success of the enemy at
Lookout Point, which our troops were led to-believe
was impregnable. 3rd. The unfortunate transfer onw
the eve of the battle of several of the Brigade and
under different commanders with whow they were
unacquainted and inv whow there was naturally o
want of confidence. 4th. The bad management of
putting one half the forces below and the other half

ontop of the ridge; which necessarily incurred the
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demoraligatiow of the troopy either at one place or
the other. 5thi. The overwhelming and grand
display invall the glovious pomp and circumstance
of wawr of the enemy all the time,; from the
commencement of the fight to-the time of the
attack, which of course disheartened owr troops
knowing that they had only one line to-copes
against thrree or four; and 6thv - that the brand of
Providence was visible, in the conduct of ouwr
troops, for had they fought withv their accustomed,
brawvery and intrepidity and had held their
ground, the whole tea party would have beerv
captured, as the enemy had, unknown to-cuwvyone
i our army, had o full Corps. Div. and Brigade inv

owr reawr and were awaiting avv opportune moment
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to- make the attack. - These are inv my opiniow
sufficient reasons for the conduct of owr troops onw
that memorable 25th of Nov. 1863.

Onthe 16th, all quiet, and nothing uwnusual
occurring to- maw the dull monotony.

Onwthe 17th received synopsis of Abe: Lincolw'y
message: He offers a general amnesty and pardov
to- all who-will take av prescribed oativto-the support
of his government, with the restovation of all
property except slaves. This is offered to-all persons
invthe awmy below the rank of Brig. General. This is
a virtual acknowledgment of his inalbility to-
subdue the rebellionw and I look for ity hawving o
very salutowy effect in Eurobe; for us, although not
muchv i expected invv our fowvor of Europe.
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Onthe 18th, 19th and 20thvall quiet - and
nothing new except the escape of Johwv Morgaw from
the Ohio- Penitentiowy. Rumored that Jos. E.
Johwnston takes command of the awrmy onw
Wednesdovy.

Onthe 215t and 22nd all quiet. Capt. A. left for
home and I was assigned to-duty asA.A.A.G. of the
Brig-.

Onthe 23rd Genl. Jos. E. Johwuton assumed
command of the Armyy.

Ownthe 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30thv
and 315t nothing worthy of note. Chwristmas passed
off very dull, although had eggnog, and turkey

stuffed withv oysters, etc.
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1864

Onthe 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5thvall quiet.
Capt. Andersonw returned from leave; sent up
application for furloughv of 30 days.

Owthe 6th, 7th aond 8thv weather very cold.
Snow ow ground morning of 8th. Received furlougiv
app. evening of 8th. O 9thv stowted for home o
train at 8 O’Clock P.M. Weather bitter cold.

Februawy 12th - Arvived, inv comp from home:.
Had quite pleasant trip.

AW quiet in front until the 22nd, when it was
reported the enemy were advancing.

Morning of the 23rd; the army was put in line
of battle ready to-receive the advance. The Army

was inv line 5 days, but the enemy did not attack
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us;, excepting infront of Stewanrt’s Div., whes they
were handsomely repulsed, aond doubtless thought
that if their reception by Reynold's and Claytow s
Brigades were avv earnest of what was v store for
them that “discretion was the better part of valor”,
and they accordingly retired.

Onthe 28th, the troops all returned to-their
former encampmenty ond quiet agair reigned
supreme

29thv all quiet. - Not evenw av rumor.

Owthe 1st received ovder of Lt. Genl. Hood,
assuming comumand of owr Corps. His address is as
follows:

HA.Qrs. Hood's Covps. A.T.

Dalton, Ga. Mawr. 1s5t. 1864
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Genl. Ordery
No- 31

The Lt. Genl. Comvdig. desives to-say to-the
Officers and mew of this Covps that, though he
comes among thew a stranger, he trusts they will
not be strangers long. He has come to- showe their
hardships and their dangery - their pleaswres and
their triwmphs. The welfare of the Command will be
the object of his most anxious solicitude; to-fight it
ambition. But the history of waw teaches that two-
thirds of the elementy of success inv battle consist in
prepavation for it. He willy therefore, expect from
all prompt and cheerful compliance witivorders

and the requirements of discipline, and a covdial
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cooperation withy himv in his efforty to-cawry this
Corps to-the highest point of Militawy efficiency. A
shovt period will perhapy elapse before the opening
of the campaign.

Let us employ each day with singleness of
puwrpose in perfecting our driy, our organigation,
and our discipline; and we may confidently owait
the triad of awrms.

By - Command of Lt. General Hood,
Sgd/ Archer Andersovw
A.A. Genl.

Owthe 2nd and 3rd, all quiet and nothing to-

chronicle. I forgot to- make mention onthe 28th of

the promotiow of Brig. Genl. PattonwAnderson, and




his transfer to-Dept. of Fla.. - He issued the following
address:
Hd.Qtrs. Hindermows Div. & Co-
Dalton, Ga. Feb-. 27/64.
“Corcdor™

“Called by the ovder of the President to-another
field of actiony I o compelled to-bid forewell to-
the gallant Division whose fortunes it has beerv so-
long my privilege to- shawe. While cheerfully obeying
the ovder to-go-where-ever my services awe deemed
most needful; I cannot pawrt without regret from
troopy who- have so-worthily seconded wy poor
efforty in behalf of owr sacred cause.

“Past scenes of perit and privatiov, bravely

encountered by yow all, hawve taught me to-regard
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yow not only as comwade soldiers, but as long tried
friends. Let me thew appeal to- yow to- continue ivv
the pativ of honor and duty. Toil, danger and
bodily suffering are minor evils compared with the
danmmning disgrace that must inevitably attach to-
every mowv who-now betrowys the trust reposed, inv
himv by owr country. Be inv the future as yow have
been inthe past - true, patriot, soldiers - aiming
only to-do- your duty to- your country and youwr God,
and, reasonw will erve long retuwrn to-the foe who- so-
madly strives to-enslave us. He will withdrow his
baffled hirelings from our soil, and leowve us to-
enjoy in peace the independence so- nobly won.
To-my oww brigade; I would sy that the honor

they, whilst beawring it, hawve reflected o my naume;,
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shall never been sullied by act of mine. Past
associations have knit us everw more closely to- it,
than to-the other gallant brigades of thiy Division;
ity rolls awre fillled by old familiowr names - ity ranks
awve thwonged by old famiior faces; I have ever felt
myself identified withv ity interesty ond striven withv
suchy ability as I possess to-promote them.
Conmwades ond friends; I bid yow - Farewell.
Sgd./ Patton Andersovw
Major Genl.
Official;
W.G. Bawthv/ Sgd.
A.A.G.
Onwthe 4thv all quiet. Onthe 5th General Hood

reviewed the troopys of Hindermanw's and Stevenson's
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Div. General Hood iy avfine looking many, and
although he lost o leg at Chickaumauga he has
recovered and iy again invthe saddle to-battle for
owr cause.

Own the 5th General Hindermoawv left on 30 -davyy
leawve; hawving tendered his resignation. It iy
thought he has taken this step because Hood, his
Jjunior, was promoted over him. If thig be so; I hope
the President will accept his resignation; as I think
that any maunvthat would resigw or fuss over such av
cause has no- interest inv our cause whatever, his
maivv object being to- sakisfy his ambitions and
seeking personal aggrandigement.

Owthe 7thv received newsy of the enemy under

Sherman hawing come to-grief:
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Onthe 8th all quiet. Reported that Lt. Genl. E.
Kirby Smith has been promoted to-full General
P.A.C.S. All quiet in front:

Owthe 9thvall quiet inv front. Rumored that
Genl. Hinderman has beenv made Lt. General. I
hobe it s not so- Read pawticulars of the raid ovw
Richmond, by General Kilpatrick, whichv was
indeed a bold and dowing affairv, aond came very
near being successful. About dawrk, rain began to-
fall and continued almost throughout the entive
night.

Owthe 10th weather cleawed off beautifully.
Review of owr Brigade ovdered for today is

postboned inv consequence of the rain last night.




Owthe 11th weather cleawr and beauntiful,
although rain fell again last night. Review of
Brigade took place today by Gen. Hood who-was
very much pleased withv ity appeowance;
pronouncing it the second best Brigade in the
Army; the Kentucky Brigade being the first. Hood's
Inspector General pronounced owr transportatiow
the best he had ever seeny either invthis or the
Virginiaw Army. Quite av compliment to-the old
“High Pressure.”

Owthe 12th, nothing worthy of note transpired.
AW quiet in front.

Owthe 13th, paid a visit to-the Brigade. Found
boys all well and invthe very best of spivity. AW

anxious to-be on the move. AU quiet in front. Not
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everw av rumor afloat. Read in the papers account of
the great fire inv Natches, onthe 12th February,
1864. Hope I may soon get av letler giving me
detailed account of it and the losses incuwrred.
Onthe 14th weather tuwrned very cold: AW quiet
infront. Appointment of Col. W.F. Tucker as Brig:
Genl. received and cawried to-him. The
appointment creates universal satisfaction.
Onwthe 15th all quiet, weather still very cold.
Ownthe 16th weather unchanged. Genl. Hood
had a Corps drill and av shaw battle which was
very grond indeed. The troops formed in double
line of buttle and, amid the roowr of the cannow
and the rattle of musketry, and here aond there av

change inv some pourt of the line;, advanced about
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3/4 mile. I think this is a good mode of keeping the
troopy inv good spirits.

Owthe 17th nothing worthy of note transpired.

On the 18th General Deas left for 30 days.
Rumor says he goes to-Europe. He has tendered his
resignation. Genl. Walthall inv command of
Divisiow.

Onthe 19th, all quiet invfront - weather still
cold; but somewhat moderated.

Owthe 20thpaid av visit to- Brigade ands
Company. Found all the boys well and ivv good.
spirity. Enemy’s covalry making somes
demorustrations but all to- no-purpose. Recogrnition

rumors agaiv stowted, which were of course only




gotten up for effect, and perhaps exist only in fact
in the fertile brain of the author of rumor.

Onthe 20th, all quiet. No-rumors afloat.
Weather still cold, but somewhat moderated.

Onthe 215t all quiet. Weather tuwrning colder.
At about 8 P.M. sleet begoan to-fall.

Onthe 22nd invthe morning snow covered the
ground, ond, alll owround nature had dovrwned, her
flaky mantle. The troopsy had a gay time snow
balling, ond had regulaw battles. The General and
field officers all pawrticipating. Received thiee
letters from home - Februawy 25 and Maw. 9. AW

quiet in front.




Onthe 23rd, snow still on the ground, but fast
melting: Snow shines brightly. Mr. Howe from
Natchesz arrived.

Onwthe 24th highh wind all day - weather very
cold - snow all gone: Received news of threatening
aspect of affairs inv Kentucky. Hope to- see av rupture
withvthe U.S. Government. AU quiet inv front.

Onthe 25th, all quiet. Rain fell near all davy.
Weather very cold.

Onthe 26th, all quiet. Received letter fromv
home by Bob-C. (Maw. 7th, 1864) No-news: Snow
again fell night of 25th but all melted awavy.

Owthe 27th, weather beautiful and springlike.

Wrote home by Mr. Howe. Gipser avrived from howme:

Nothing new worthy of note:
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Onthe 28th, all quiet along the lines. -
threatening rain.

Onthe 29th all quiet, nothing new.
Hindermowv's resignation disapp’d.

Onthe 30th; rain neawr all day, making it very
disagreeable.

Ownwthe 31st, all quiet, weather beautiful and
cleaw. Hardee's Covps had a grand rehearsal todavy,
prepavratory to-the grand shawm fight of tomorrow.

Owthe 1€ April, rain fell near all davy.
Hawrdee’'s shouwn fight postponed. AU quiet. Scandal
afloat concerning o certain Major General invour
Army. Wrote letters by Lt. Baker.

Ownthe 2nd, weather st very bad. Went out to-

Brigade. AW quiet in front.
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Onthe 3rd;, Genl. Hindermow awrived. Lt.
Baker, withoShow and Patterson, left for home.
Newsy of the destruction of Paducah, Ky. by Forrest,
and captuwre of Uniow City, Texwv. by himv received.
AW quiet in front:

Onwthe 4th, received confurmatiorw of news of
Forrest’'s doings. Rumored that part of his army
goes to-Va. Hope it will be Hoodr'ss Covps. Weather
sCl cold,, rainy and windy.

Owthe 5th, Genl. Hindermawv resumed,
command. Received news of o outbreak ivv
Southernw IWinois. The enemy evidently are making
heavy demonstrations against Richmond. AW
quiet. Again rumoved that we move soow to-Vau

Hawrdee’ s shouw fight to-come off tomorrow.
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Onthe 6th, weather again bad, preventing the
shau fight from coming off. Papers full of the
uprising i Ilinois, but like all other spontaneous
comumotiony invthe North it will soonw again die out
and, amount to- nothing.

Owthe 7th; the heawvens, althoughv cloudy inv
the eawly paut of the morning; soow cleawed off
beautifully and av springlike davy burst upon us.
About 9 O’Clock, the troops of Hardee's Corps begawv
to- assemble and were put inv position, while here
and there, aond everywhere could be seevv
ambulances fillled withvthe fair sex who-had come
up to-witness the graond shawm fight. Many a battery
of bright eyes was destined to-play sad hawoc that

davy, withv some of the gavy and festive staff officers

214




who- were playing the gallant so-hugely. At about 1
O’Clock P.M., all being ready, the battle

commenced ond the rattle of musketry and roow of
awtillery was almost incessant for about 2 hours,
accompanied by the maneuwvering of the troops
here and there endeavoring to- outflank the
opposing side - here a chawge accompanied by the
well knoww yell of the Southern boys - and there av
cavalry charge, repulsed by the sudden formation
of aw hollow squawre. The scene viewed from av very
high point commanding the bold field, was
exciting inthe extreme. It was really o galaw davy
for the ladies, but rather a severe tax upovw owr boys
and was unnecessary expenditure of ammunition,

but I suppose it was all for the diffusion of
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interesting and entertaining knowledge. By 5 P.M.
all the troops and fair sex had disappeared and
quiet reigned supreme:

Onthe 8th, weather agaivn bad, all quiet inv
front. Lemons sent up an application for furloughv

Owthe 9th; all quiet - weather cleared off
beautifully.

Onthe 10th, Lemons left for home, on 30-days
furloughv. He really acted like he was “nowrisgh’”, but
I canvwell appreciate hiy joy, at after an absence of
two- years, being able to-go-to-see all his relations.

Onthe 11th, nothing stirring. No-news
rumored. Papers full of the anticpated “On to-

Richmond” lead by the modernw Ulysses, but like all




ity predecessors, & will be a failwre; & matters not
what the odds.

Owthe 12th, all quiet - reported that 11 of owr
pickets captured yesterday. Weather again raivy
and disagreeable. Papers inAtlanta suspended
publication o account of strike of printers. Wrote

Owthe 13th;, all quiet. Visited the pickety of the
Brigade, with Genl. Tucker. News of big fight inv
Louwisiana received.

Owthe 14th, rain began to-fall and continumed
all dovy.

Onwthe 15th - all quiet - the 5 mew of
Moanigouldt’s Brigade condemmned to-be shot today,
for desertion, were reprieved until the wish of the
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President ca be had. Miss M.E. Walker, Asst. S. 52
Ohio-Rgt., was captuwred today by owr pickets:
Twenty-two-Yankees captured by the Covalry near
Cleveland.

Onwthe 16th - all quiet. In afternoon went out
to- Brigade and inv Company with-Genl:. T. passed
the picket lines; to-avfriend s house, where we
partook of v very nice supper. Retwrned to-Brigade
Hd. Qtrs. 1 1/2 O’Clock P.M. - stayed all night.

Owthe 17th; weather beautiful and springlike.
Witnessed inspectiow of the Brigade, which iy in
fine trim. Wrote letter home by Sgt. Bengel. Heawrd
that the Yankees at Natchesz were playing the deuce
and had arrested o large nuwmber of the ladies,

Sitster Opheliov among them, and had thew all
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confined, inv Count House. No-letter from home of
later date thaww Mar. 9th. Newsy of the fight and
Confederate Victory in Louisiono. Confirmed -
Yankee loss reported at 17,000. Chalmers reported
as hawing captured Fort Pillow.

Ownthe 18th, doy set apout for review, weather
cloudy, rainy and disagreeable. Review postponed.
Rumoved that Genl. Forvest is dead - hope it is not
50 Genli. $.D. Lee reported as advancing ovw
Vicksburg. Gold quoted inN.Y. on 15that 179. All
quiet in front.

Onthe 19th, st shone out beautifully, but very
windy weather. The review of the avrmy took place
at about 12 O’Clock M. and passed off very well: The

troops all looked very well and are well clad, ands
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shod. Received pouwticulary of the storming of Fort
Pillow by Forrest and Chalmers, which is the most
gallant thing of the wow. AW the gowrison killed
but 200, and pity that any were left.

Onthe 20th, beautiful weather, carnmnonading
in front. Enemy reported to-be massing troobs inv
ouwr front and stirring times expected soov. Forrest
not dead: Gold inN.Y. quoted 18th at 180.

Onthe 21st, weather cloudy. AW quiet in front.
Received newsy of re-occupation of Paducadv by
Forrest and demand of suwrender of Fort Halleck at
Columbus Ky. Bully for Forrest! About dusk ov
drigzling rain began to-fall. Gold quoted ivvN.Y. o
16th at as highvas 189, but subsequently fell and
closed at 178.




Onthe 23rd all quiet. Saw invthe papers of the
banishment from Natches of several ladies, among
themv av Miss Opheliow Mayer, and o feanrful that it
is my sister and hope soon to-hear. Onthe 23rd
Wheeler's Covalry had o little brush with the enesmy
and killed 20 outright and took 30 prisoners and
50 hovses. The enemy massing heawvy forces inv our
front and all expect thewm to- come dowwn upon us
soon, but let them come and another
Chickamauga with better fruity will be enacted ivv
Georgia.

Onthe 24th, all quiet invfront. Received news of
gallant victory of Genl: H__ at Plymouth; N.C. -
captuwring a lot of prisoners and spoils. From every

quowter, "Victory" iy borne ovnwthe breege; and
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everything looks cheerful. Sent dispatch to-
Brookhoavew to-find out wherealbouty of the Miss
Opheliav Mayer banished from Natches.

Onwthe 25th, all quiet in front. Enemvy very
active and fight expected in the next 10 days.
Received orders from Our Div. to- move out into-
bivouac, to-position in front.

Onthe 26th, all quiet. Dv'n. moved out 3 1/2
miles, on Cleveland Road, beyond Dalfow.

Owthe 27th; received news of the fight inv Miss.
Dept.

Ownthe 28th, received following dispatch from
Brookhaven, "Your Sister at home all right."

Further pawticulars received of fight at Lov.

o
)
o




Onwthe 29th, all quiet. In the afternoow
reported enemy advancing. Command held ready
to- move.

Onthe 30th, all quiet again. Everything looks
hopeful and cheery.

Onthe 15, rainw fell very heawvily all davy. AW
quiet infront.

Onthe 2nd, enemy advanced again.
Command ordered under arms, expected that fight
comes off soon.

Ownthe 3rd, newy received that enemy ore
moving inwVa. - AW quiet in front - all serene yet.

Onthe 4th, Yankees advancing again. Troops
under awrms, comumand ready to- move. Inthe

afternoon, enemy retired.
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Owthe 5th, all quiet. At about 10 O'ClockA.M.,
received noticed that the enemy were advancing -
and for the Command to-be held ready. At about 3
O'Clock P.M. wagons were ovdered packed and
loaded - and at about 7 P.M., troobs were ordered
to- move to-their respective positions inv ranks. A
fight iy eminent - whew it does come off; victory will
perchv o owr bouwner and the discomfited foe will
be forced to- seek refuge beyond the Tennessee: I go-
into-fight as Aide to-Major Genl: T.C. Hinderman
ouwr Dv'n. Commander. Putting wy trust inthe God
of Israel, I hope to-come out safe and all O.K. - but
should av wise Providence decree it otherwise;, I
hwmbly bow inv submission to-His wille If I fall, i

will be withv my feet to-the field and my face to-the
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foe. - Received letters today from home by Lt. Baker,
Shaw and Patterson who-oawrived last night. - Wrote
to-Alberto-today.

1865

Apr. 10, 1865 (Note: This was one day after
suwrender at Appomattox and cessatiow of the
waw.)

Consolidation of Shawp's Miss. Brigade was effecteds
as follows to-be knoww as 9th Miss. Regt.

Colonel W.C. Richawds

Lt. Col. S8.S. Calhowv

Major J.M. Hicks

"

Capt. J.N. Atkinson

1st Lt. D.C. McRaney

o
o
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2nd Lt A. Gawrrow
Capt. Jas. W. Fite
1st Lt J.M. Bates
2nd LE. T. Brattow
e

Capt. T.H. Dickson
1sC Lt L. Plerce
2nd LEt. S.M. Gawrrett
D"

Capt. T.W. Richards
1st Lt. Simon Mayer
2nd LE. E. Weawver
o

Capt. T. Otis Baker




1st. LE B.F. Robertson
2nd LE. J.B. Fourris

e

Capt. R.A. Bell

1st LE. J.H. Rogers
2nd Lt. Thos. Fox

G

Capt. D.A. Campbellr
15 Lt JW. Clingawn
2nd Lt. JW. Woodwawd
o

Capt. J.M. Nolan

1st Lt L.K. Lathawmw

2nd LEt. J.M. Mallett

o




Capt. €. Hood
1st Lt J. Vance
2nd Lt W.E. Waddell
"
Capt. G. Spooner
1s€ Lt W.B. Broww
2nd LE. J.P. Dawderv
Hd. Qrse Ml Div'n of the West
Inthe Field RaleigihvN.C.
April 27, 1865
S.F. Orders
V.65
The General Comd’ ¢ avmounces a further
susbensiow of hostilities; and a final agreement

withy Genl. Johwuton, which terminates the wow as to-
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the awrmies under his command, and the country
east of the Chattahoochie.

Copies of the terms of corwention will be
furnished Major Genl. Schofield, Gillimer ands
Wilson, who-awre specially chawged with the
execution of ity details in the Department of N.C.,
Dept. of the South;, and at Maconw and Wester
Georgiou.

Capt. Jasper Myers, Ordnance Dept. U.S.A. is
hereby designated to-receive the Arms, etc., at
Greevsboro-and any Comd ' g. officer of aPost movy
receive the owms of any detachment and see that
they awre properly stored and accounted for. Genl.
Schofield will procuwe at once the necessauy blanks

and, supply the other Army Comvd rs that uniformity
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may prevail, and great cawe must be taken that all
terms and stipulations o owr paut be fulfilled withv
the most scrupulous fidelity, whilst those imposed
o owr hitherto-enemies be received ivv v spirik
becoming a brawve and generous Army.

Army Comdrs. may at once loow to-the
inhabitonty such of the captured miles, horses,
wagons and vehicles as canv be spaved from
immediate uwse and the Comdg. Generals of Armies
may give provisions, animals orv avvy public supplies
that can be spared to-relieve present wanty, and to-
encouwrage the inhalbitanty to-renew their peaceful
pursuity and to-restore the relations of friendship

among our fellow citizens and countrymen.




Foraging will forthwithv cease, and when the
necessity orv long mawches compel the taking of
forage; provisions or any kind of private property,
compensation will be made o the spot, or, when
the disbursing officers awre not provided with funds;
vouchers will be givenw inv proper form payalble at
the nearest militawy dept.

By ovder of -

Major Genl. W.T. Shermawv
S/ L.M. Daytow

AA. Genl,

R RAR AR

Hd. Qrs. Army of Texwv.
April 27, 1865

Genl. Orders




No- 18

By the terms of a Militowy Covwention made ovw
the 26th inst. by Major Genl. W.T. Sherman, U.S.A.
and Genl. E. Johwuton, S.S.A., the officers and mewn
of this Army ave to-bind themselves not to-take up
arms against the United States until properly
relieved from that obligationw and shall receive
guarantees from the United States Officers against
molestations by the United States authorities, so-
long as they observe that obligation and the laws
enforced where they reside. For these objects;
duplicate wuster rolls wil be made immediately
and after the distributiov of the necessory papers;

the troops will be mawched under their officers to-

)
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their respective States and there disbanded. AW
retaining personal property.

The object of this covwention "pacification’ to-
the extent of the authority of the Comdsr. who- made
L.

tventy in Virginia which broke every hope of
success by wawr imposed ow ity General the duty of
sparing the blood of this gallant Army, and sawving
ouwr country from further desolation and out people
fromv ruin.

S/ Jos. E. Johwston
General
Onwthe 1€ and 2nd; the Army was paroled at

High Point, N.C. and Greensboro; N.C.




Owthe 3rd, the Corpsy moved homeward ands
mawched to-withivw 1/2 mile of Lexington, N.C. and
encamped, 5 miles beyond, hawing mawrched 23 1/2
miles. Received following fowewelll address from
Genl. Johwnstovu
Hd. Qrs. Army of Terwv.

Neaw Greensboro; N.C. May 2/65
Genl. Ordery
No- 22 - Comwades;

Interminating owr official relations; I
earnestly exhort yow to- observe foithfully the terms
of pacificatiow agreed upon, and to-discharge the
obligations of good and peaceful citizens at your
homes as well as yow hawve performed the duties of

thorouglv soldiery invthe field. By such o course yow
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will best secuwre the comfort of yowr families and
kindred, and restore tranquility to-ouwr Country.

Yow will retwrn to- youwr homes with the
adwmiratiov of owr people; wow by the courage ands
noble devotion yow hawve disploavyed invthis long
waw. I shall alwoys remember withv pride the loyal
support and generous confidence giver me.

I now paut withv yow, withvdeep regret and bid
yow fowrewell witiv feelings of covdial friendship and
withv eawrnest wishes that yow may have hereafter all
the prosperity and happiness to-be found inthe
world.

S/ Jos. E. Johwston

General

)
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Onthe 5th resumed mawch at suwwise and
encaumped 10 miles from Chawrlotte, N.C.

Onthe 6th, passed thwough Chawlotte and
encamped 10 miles thix side;, near Baptist Chuwch
at Ww. Boyces.

Onthe 7th;, resuwmed mawchv and encamped
neaw Branch, hawing mowched 18 miles invS.C. At 8
O'Clock we resumed the marchv and encamped at 1
A.M. near Brattowwille, S.C. This night we sepavated
from the Brigade.

Onthe 8th, we resumed the march at sunwise -
passed throughv McConnellsville and crossed Broad
River at S____ Ferry and encamped 1 mile this side.

Tonight the rainw fell in torrenty but, while we




regretted to-hawe it, the cropsy were really ivv need of
L.

At suwwrise onvthe 9th, we resuwmed the mawchv
and passed through Uniovwille and encamped o
this side of the Henesee River, hawing mawched 29
miles:

Owthe 10th we passed thwough Laurenceville,
crossed Ready River at Tumbling shoals ands
encamped neawr Mr. Gilkersows, hawving mawrched 25
miles.

Owthe 11th we crossed Saluda River at
Gambrell's bridge and trovelled, 22 miles.

Onthe 12%, crossed the Savarwnadv River atl?2
O’Clock and encamped o Beawer Daw Creek;,

hawving trowveled 21 miles.
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Owthe 13%, crossed Broad River at Jones Ferry.

o
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(This is a letter Simon Mayer wrote to his family, 22 days after the end of the war and 17
days after Lincoln’s assassination. The original is at Tulane University. A question mark or
ellipsis indicates a word or wording that was difficult to transcribe.)

Showp’s Brigade
May 2, 1865
Dear Parents,

At sunwrise this morning, we turnw owr faces homeward
- What o thwil of joy at the thought, but how sad the
reflection that all owr efforty for the last four years have
been invvain. Eager and anwious as I amvto-... be at home
yet willingly would I forego-that pleaswre if I thought we
could alter the present circumustonces of our retuwrn. But
why should I give way to- sad reflections, conscious of the
Jjustice of our couse: I o st proud & defiant & conscious
that while we hawve beewn forced to- suuccuml-to-
overwhelming (?) - we hawe still made an honest & gloviug
fight & as the boys express it have kept the flies off the Yanks
for the past four years.

Cousinv (?) will assuwe yow of my good healtivand I hope
that eve the montiv of June shall hawve passed the Major will
be able to-present himself to-you ...

I will defer untith our meeting which God grant will bes
soow suchv little news whichv I will be glad to- commiserate.

Don't be angry now because I do- not come around withv
(?). My reasons for staying with the command I will gives
whew I get home - (?) for the present to- state that I think




I amvwell provided withv clothes & will not suffer but would
like to-hawve av nice light pavir of booty to-get into-whew I
reachv home:

(...) forewell.

May the God of Israel guawd & protect yow all my dear,
and may He mawch safe to-us with all good healliv ... i ...
peace and happiness.

Kiss all the childven for me & give my love to-all relations.
No- movre for the present.

Putting my trust inthe great “Ruler of the Universe” &
hoping that I may reach home soow i safety, good healtiv
& that yow will all enjoy the blessings of this life:

I amv ever yowr Devoted Sow & Bro-
Simow
Remember me to-all friends & (?)

According to the “Military History of Mississippi”, on this day in 1865, the men of the 10th
Mississippi began their long march home from High Point, N.C., walking most of the way. A
sergeant, who kept a daily record during the war, reported that the regiment marched
3,500 miles and was transported by rail or water 5,000 miles during its Civil War service.
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Figure 10 The Mississippi 10th Infantry's 5,000-mile march during the Civil War.
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Figure 11 Major Simon Mayer’s letter urging his brother, Henry,
to join the Confederate Army.
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