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sounded throughout the whole country; that, here before Chattanooga would
be fought "the great decisive battle of the war", Well, one, two battles,
have been fought and nothing decided, such a battle may be fought but we
have but little evidence of such an event as being likely to take place.
But we shall walt patiently and see.

Friday Jan., 1, 1864, The new year, as far as weather is concerned,

opened rather roughly. Last night the wind blew at a terible rate and
turned very cold. Today is the coldest of the season, The pontoon bridge
was swept out last night and the buoy pontoons were filled with water,

lew year is not celebrated as upon other oceasions on account of the eold-
ness of the weather and other causes, dowever last night the boys seemed
to be determlned off a crack and the flash and rattle of musketry sounded

a heavy skirmish, But few extra meals were provided. Frovisions

too searce,

Sat. Jan, 2nd. This morning is cold but cloudy with a prospect of
moderating, Today one year ago we met the enemy upon the bloody field of
Stones River. S5ince then many changes have taken place. Hany heads have
gone under the sod and many hearts have baen made sad. Hard battles have
been fought and some dearly won, but despite all opposition we have
gradually gained ground., Today the enemy stands aloof nor does anybody
apprehend any danger or expect offensive action from him, Reinlistments
go on at a prety falr rate in this army, thus showlng that we are neither
tired fighting, are very patriotic or that large “ounties are the price

of one patriotism,

Sund. Jan, 3rd. I have been unwell for several days. Ko religious
service within my knowledge., I read a few chapters in the testament and
some articles in Christian Journals, Weather 1s gradually growing warmer.
In most respects Sunday cannot be distinguished from any other day, for at
the present wood 1s being choped, tents erected &c. Many of these things
cannot be helped, while at the same time the observance of the Sabbath
might be improved to a great. 3So far as I can see the christian commission
has but a meager supply of reading matter, Iy opinion is the officlals
attend to other things first,

Hond., Jan. 4th, It has been ralning nearly all day and for awhile quite
a sheet of ice covered the ground. However all seems Lo go on qulte
lively. The situation, Hardees headquarters are sald to be at Ringgold
some 20 miles from here, How near the enemy approaches here I am not
informed, WNor am I advlsed of the conditlion and locatlion of our forces
in the front, Sherman moved down some where within the vieinity of
Stephenson but where he i1s now I cannot tell, The railroad is said to
be finished to within fifteen miles of here and we think it will not be
long untill it will be in running order to thls place,

Tues. Jan., 5th, Weather rather pleasant during the day but in it began
to to grow cocld and the mud soon disappeared from congealatlon, HNo
special business in progress, The ferry boat however was kept in motion
as it affords the only way of erossing the river, The 33rd Chio is
reinlisting lively, lewspapers of Cin, OUhio of dat? 30th & Jlst ult and
Hashville of Jan, lst in camp. We are very scarcely supplied with news-
papers of late. But very little amusement can be found, and trading
huxtering and the like has been reducedto a very slow ebb as the material
for trading is very scarce. We pass our time in reading old books and
papers as best we can,
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Wednes, Jan, 6th, Cold and cloudy with a northwest wind. I have been
unwell for several days past but thank kind Frovidence I feel much better
today and hope to be able for duty soom,

liond, Jan, 1llth., During the past few days nothing of special impact

has taken place. The workmen upon the bridge are pushlng the work ahead
with no small amount of energy. And vlgorous efforts are being made
toward building the steam ferry boat, which is to operate at this place.

4 party of ship or boat bullders are here from Fomeroy 0. who are to build
the ferry boat. Several of the boat bullders talk of going home on
account of hard and scarce fare and also from the faet that they have not
been pald according to contract. Col, Stanley and several of the officers
have and are bullding winter quarters, ‘We are now very well supplied with
provisions and are receiving a better supply of clothing. The 33rd Ohio
has nearly all reinlisted and expeet to go home soon, The weather has
beenn quite cold remaining frozen most of the time, MNo religious meetings
g0 far as we are informed, A slight snow fell a few days ago.

Tues, Jan 12th, Major Welsh returned to camp last night. Lieut, Baldwin
has & sick leave of absence of 20 days and wlll be off for home in a few
days, I helped get a stick of timber for one of the steamers being

built hera,

Wednes, Jan.,13th, We are ordered to police at camp this morning,
Weather cloudy but pleasant. We take meals at regular hours and at the
sound of the drum., I am now placed upon detall to work upon one of the
steam ferry boats which is being bullt here, Lieut, Grubb of the Co., F
is the bulder or foreman.

Thurs, Jan, 14th, Lisut. Carlen Co., T returned this morning. He migrates
upon two crutches, It will be remembered that he was wounded at Chickamauga.

Friday Jan. 15th, Weather cold and cloudy. The steamer Lookout came up
last night and passed upon its way to Knoxville.

Sat, Jan. 16th, Weather clear and thawing in the shade,

Sund, Jan, 17th, Weather clear and pleasant most of the day. Col. Stanley
commands, our, the engineer brigade, and Major Welsh takes command of the
Regt. By order of Major Welsb the hour for taklng supper 1s changed from
5% to 5 o'elock., It is understood that Stanley is promoted to brigadier
general., Though we are not officially informed of such fact, No religious
service in camp. No work done save under the head of "military necessity".

Mond, Jan, 18th, Weather changed and is cloudy., Mists, rain, and snow
and a cold wind is blowing. Work was done yesterday on the bridge by
details from some Regt, and by citizen workmen, Very disagreeable working
today, Waves run high and the river shows white from the broken waves

and spray.

Tuesday 1%th. Wind blows hard and cold but work still goes on., Steamer
Foint Roeck arrived from bridgeport heavily loaded with provisions and the
boller engine and other machinery for one of the steam ferry was shipped
here on the Point Roeck.
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Wednes, Jan 20th, Weather clear and very pleasant, Business and work
goes on briskly.

Friday Jan. 22nd. A new recruit for our Co, arrived here today. e is
a Fensylvanian but was enrolled at Chillicothe Chlio by Sergeant Fhillips
of our Co, The peers woodden cribs for the brldge are belng place in
the river. The cribs are to be filled with stone, PFortlons of Cos, D
and F relleved Co, I a day or two ago, Co, I was up at Horth Chlickamauga
cuting saw logs and geting out timbers.

Sat., Jan, 23rd, We fit the frame work on our boat the dredgeboat today.
We are ready to put on the bottom, The regular steam ferry boat is being
placed upon stocks. Weather pleasant,

Sund, Jan, 24th, I attended preaching at the chaple at night, no services
in our camp, Work was done upon the bridge, Inspection this morning
of arms and equipments, Weather very fine, but little frost,

¥ond. Jan, 25th, I am not at work today as we are cut of lumber, The
26 Thio having reinlisted was pald off today and expect to start for
hiome tomorrow,., Weather very warm and pleasant.

Tuesday Jan., 26th, I am not on duty as we have no lumber to work upon.
Weather fine, clear and pleasant,.

Wednes, Jan., 27th. Lumber is furnished and we are at work, Freaching
at the chapple, The attendance was large and attentlve,

Thurs. Jan, 28th., Weather stlll remains very warm. work goes on very
prosperously., Col. Stanley started for Sridgeport this meorning upon
the steamer Foinl Rock, 4 steamer started for Xnoxville today.

Friday Jan, 29th, Weather fine and work goes on briskly. 4 large
storeshouse 1s being built in front of the steamboat landing by the Z2lst
Michigan., The third pler is commenced for the bridge.

Sat, Jan. 30th. Cloudy and raining, though in the afternoon it tecame
clear and the weather became pleasant.

Thurs, Jan, Jlst. Weather clear and pleasant. o religious in our camp
but services were held in the churches in town. By orders of the
gommanders we Were kept at work today, Work was prosecuted upon most of
the jobs, the party buillding the steam ferryboat excepted. The necessity
of working today 1s not obvious to our minds; and se far as we can see we
deem it most proper to suspend work and rely upon a higher power than man
or men for the success we so much desire, I attended church tonight,

The house was prety well filled though there are but few seats in it,

what has been done with the seats we do not know; but we were told that
Gen. Johnson assures the ministers that the house shall soon be seated.

i large number who attend carry their stools with them, This looks very
strange and forms a new feature in church going. The main object held
forth in the sermon was that of becoming "intelligent christians".and an
argument in favor of "free speech in the pulpit" also "the sacrifice of
life for the sake of our fellow men",
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HMond, Feb, lst. 3lightly cloudy but soon cleared off and the day became
pleasant. The veteran fever has again revived and several enlisted last
night and today for three more years or during the war. I attended church
tonight., The seemed to be prety well filled with what seemed to be a
sober thinking, quiet and earnest seekers of religion, We were addressed
by Capt. Whitehead, Chaplain of the 65th Ind. The main polnts of the
discourse was "faith in the promises of God"., I have a little bit of
"history" to record, although there is some real color about it, yet I have
no doubts about in regard to the truth of the statement. John a negro

who has made himself free by leaving his master and coming into our lines,
says he was ir the employ of the following persons and was dismissed with
the several sums annext to the said persons names due him, <Capt, Hiller
Co. 4 18th Chio Dr for three months and two shirts. Lieut, MclNeil Co. A
12 Ohio Dr for two months and cash borrowed money $16,00, Lieut, [Davidson
Co. A 18 Ohio Dr for three months and $8,00 in trade and in addition to
this, John was accused of stealing Capt, Browne's Co. A 18th Ohio pocketbook
and charged for some 335,00. It is not generally belleved that John

stole the money.

Tues. Feb. 2nd. The weather changed in the afterncon and at night became
very windy accompanied with some rain, Two more recrults came in for our
Co. today, Was recrulted by C, J, Fhillips.

wWednes, Feb 3rd., GSteamer Lookoul came down from Loudon, Weather cold
and 2 little windy but clear, Recrulting in the veteran service still
goes an slowly.

Thurs., Feb., 4th, The weather has been fine today, a stiring breeze with
warm sunshine, The steamer Point Rock cameup this morning. The work on
the various constructions is being pushed forward rapidly. The mail comes

in very regularly and we are gqulite well supplled with clothing and provisions.
The steamer being built here which was intended for a ferry boat is now being
changed to a regular steamboat. "Cur” party are now engaged in applying
steam power to an old houseferry. We will have it running soon.

Friday Feb, 5th, We completed the motive power of our eraft and gave it
a trial trip this afternocon., It did well, much better than we expescted,
Weather very good but a little windy.

Friday 7eb, 6th. Sprinkled rain at intervals and was very dlsagreeable
most of the day., 1More or less work was done but af considerable disadvantage
on acecount of the inclemeney of the weather, I went to church tonight,
The text was thou hast been weighed in a ballarce but are found wanting.

Sund, Feb, 7th. I am required to work, It 1s Col. Stanleys request
that we continue our work.

¥iond, Feb, 8th, Today was occupied in trying to turn our flat or dredge
boat., We launched it bottom upward., |Weather good.

Tues, Feb, 9th, After working faithfully all day we succeeded in turning
our boat by means of block and tackle attached to the piers of the bridge.
The boat was turned Just at sundown., Weather clear, air cool. We
signed the pay rolls at night. Expeect pay soon.
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wadnes, Feb. 10th, Iwo of our veterans started home today., Also a
squad for conscripts, Officers accompanied the squad. Weather fine,

#ond., Feb, 15th, Ralined all the forencon but was pretty falr in the
afterncon for work,

Tues. Feb, 16th, Clear and prety cold, Reported that the 15 or 16th
army corps passed here on its way to Knoxville.

Wednes, Feb., 17th., TiWeather very cold, almost as cold as any night this
winter, Our Regt. is paid today for two months. We have never been
better supplied with provisions sinee in the service than at the present,

Mond, Feb., 22nd. Thursday, Friday and Saturday the weather was more or

less disagreeable and cold. But yesterday and today has much the appearance
of spring and 1s very pleasant and warm, Active operations seem to be on
foot, The 11th A, C. is reported tc be upon the move,

Tues, 23rd., Weather very fine. Freperations are being made to meet
any emergency,

Wednes. 24th. The army in front seems to be at work. Frisoners are

being brought in from beyond Dallton, The extent of the operations have

not been reported to us, We do not know the strength of the force operating.
The enemies cavalry are reportad somewhere within the Cumberland Mountains.

Sund, Feb. 28th, The weather is very fine. The church bell has just
rang but as the hearers is very. I think it unnessary for me to go as 1
could not get a seat and to stand while hearing a discourse is uncomfortable.
We have but lititle reliable news from the front yet though we are told that
fighting has been going on and that we have lost several in killed and
wounded, We are building coal barges one of which was towed up the river
yesterday by the steamer Lookout, Large store houses are being erected
along the wharf and the whar{ is being academized. The plers for the
bridge are nearly finished and one trestle is up. This evening we have a
kind of dress parade, The first since in this camp hut we were called
together for the purpose of hearing an address by Col. Stanley upon the
subject of reinlistments, The Col. urged the relnlistment as a step
necessary, proper and a privilege which we should enjoy from merit. 1In
all his remarks were pertinent but they failed in stirring up the "veteran
fever", The hoys seem afraid of "coming officers".

Mond, Feb, 29th. Today is the last day allowed for veteran enlistment
and we were astonished upon hearing thai our officers furnished us whiskey
as a last resert to obtain our enlistment, We regard it an outrage, as an
insult, we say shame upon such actsl| we claim to be men of sence and do
not ask the excitement of knaves and fools as a means necessary Lo prompt
us to action, but we are gratified to know that their trick played against
them instead of for them, The boys understood the game, and though they
drank the whiskey they declined "they couldn't see it" and very flew
reenlisted. Tonight we received two new regruits for our Co,

The weathar rainy.
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Thurs, Mareh 3rd., londay and Tuesday it rained most of the time, WVednes,
was clear with a cool wind., Today is fine. Some thirty two of our Regt,
started home, It being the second"batch" of veterans, 3Sergeant Shotts
of our Co, is one of the mmber. The river is as high as it has been
this winter., The piers for the bridge are almost finished and secure
from high water. We drew butter a few days ago the first since in

the service.

Frid. March 4th, Weather fine but at night it grew cool and windy.
The river rises slowly,

Sat, Mareh 5th, Clear and cool but not unpleasant, The large store-
house is flnished and an other much larger and under full headway is being
erected, Our 3quad is still working at flat boat building,

Sund, March éth, FReligious service today and at night, Dress parade
this evening., Weather fine,

Mond,. Harch 7th, Today I with others visit the 73rd Chio who are encamped
in Lookout Valley. A large number of their new recruits are sick with

the measels; are in the hospital., We had a long walk and were quite tired
out when we got back to our camp, The 73rd are veterans and are out for
three years more but they think the war will be over long before the
explration of thelir present term, !y opinion is that the war will last
two and a half years from the first present months and that veterans will
be retained the full extent of their time, three years. The enemy seems
to be wllling and I think are able to fight us with varied success and
defeat for more than two years.

Tues, March 8th, Considerable rain last nizht. Clear and pleasant today.
The steamer Lookout knocked her chimneys down as she was leaving port for
up the river last night. She ran against a portion of the bridge or plers.

Sat. March 12th, Last Wednes., I think it was that one of ocur boys zot
drunk and for this offense was arrested, a heavy guard placed over him
and the guard ordered to remain out over night out doors and it rainlng.
This seems quite inconslstant with the policy of a few days ago when the
whole Hegt, was invited to get drunk and no account takemn of it., We have
had one or two thunder showers of late, Yesterday we received elght new
recrults all I belleve from Ross Co, OChio, Others are expected today
The weather is fine and has the garb of spring, We launched another flat
boat today it belng the fourth one of our building, The hull of the
steamer being built here will be ready for launching soon., Day before
yesterday the steamer the kissionary built at Eridgeport arrived here
bound up the river.

Sund, March 13th, The mortal remains of Col, Micalotzy of the 24 Ills,

was intered in the Natlonal cemetary and with full military honors, idls
wife was present, A large crowd assembled to pay their last respects

to the honored dead. COur Regt. and the 24th Il1ls. had long been assoclated
We formed what is known as the old sighth brigade and opperated together
under Gen, O, il., Mitchell in middle Tenn, and ¥, Ala, The 24th are
encamped about 12 miles from here., They came in without blankets or
provisions and as the weather was unpleasant our Regt. quartered the greater
P;rtiﬂﬂ of them and gave them supper and breakfast, OJur Co, quartered some
fifty,
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Mond, #arch 14th, This morning they took the line for the front. The
14th U, 5, Colored Regt. moved to the north side of the river this
morning. Don't know where they are bound for. Weather windy and a
little unpleasant,

Tues, Harch 15th, Two more recruits came in last night. They were
intended for our Co, but they were sent to Co. E by order of the HMajor.
They are very much displeased at being treated thus,

Wednes. March 1€th, The weather is very cold and disagreeable, The hull
of the new steamer was launched this morning, Gen, Thomas was present to
see the thing take water. John Goodwin and an old member of our Co., now
belonging to the O, H. Artillery were here this morning.

Thurs, March 17th, The Polnt Hock took the hull hudlt at this place in
tow for Bridgeport. Col. Grovenor, C. H, Fhillips and others returned
this evening., A report is golng about camp to the affect that a train
was burned yesterday captured by the enemy, Our Chaplain also returned
with Cel, Grovenor, C. H. Fhillips comes back as second Liesut, and
several others comes back newly commissianed,

Sat. Marech 15th, ‘'Weather clear but coocl eneough to make it unpleasant.
Jur party are now constructing a new ferryboat, Two store houses are
nearly finished and the third one is in rapld econstruction., One arch of
the btridge is formed and another half up.

Sund, March 20th, Inspection this morning by Co's, Freaching by Chaplain
Dillen at 10 A,M, Dress parade in the svening. Meetings at Post Chaple
during the day and at night., I visited the sick boys of the 73rd Chlo

in field hospital, They are doing well,

Mond. March 24th, Geo. Coder of our Co. who was wounded at Stones River
returned today and Jacob Shotts a new recruit and cousin of mine came in
today, I am not at work today as we have but little lumber. Weather
clear and cold,

Tues, March 22nd, It commeneed snowing last night, I think, about 11
o'elock and continued untill asbout 3 o'eclock this afterncon. The snow
fell thick and fast and the greatest depth obtained was about ten (10)
inches, This is the deepest snow we have seen since soldering and its
depth is quite beyond ordinary srow in this section of the south., In fact
we seldom have such snows in our own state, Ohlo, at this season of the
year, When the sncw commenced falling the ground was dry and twas not
long untill it commenced thawing and this prevented a greater depth.
SBusiness generally suspended on account of the snow, "Snow balling" in
regular old school boy stile took place of work and formed the principle
amusement of the day.

Wednes, Harch 23rd. Clear and sun shines warm, snow melting fast, I
spent half the day hunting but fourd no game,

Thurs, March 24th, Snow not all gone yet, not withstanding two days sun
upon 1§. Our first "bateh" of veterans returned today but are minus one
third their number. 10 citizens employed in cuting wood for the boats

have been attemting to blow the boats up by charging the wood with powder.



92,
1864

Fortunately no serious damage has occured and it has been found that bits
of rock have been placed in saw logs and for this outrage parties have
been arrested,

frid. March 25th, Commence raining last night but soon turned to snow,
Today is cloudy and raining and the snow is fast disappearing,

Sat, March 26th, Started the new ferry boat but it was hung to a wire
cable and it soon broke.

Sunday March 27th, Our Capt. off on duty therefore no inspection today.
Chaplin Dillon preached at 10 A.HM, Heard an excellart sermon at post
chapel to night., Speakers a number of the Christian commlssion.

¥ond, March 28th., Hained this afternocon and work is suspended.

Tues, Hareh 2%th, OCur party has commenced another flat boat, Weather
changeable and not wvery pleasant. Jur new recruits are drilled more or
less by non-commissioned officers. We denounce the bounty law of Ohio,
It provides that all the money donated for bountles shall be refunded

to the contributor by a general tax, Too much money is used in this
war and the rich man shares all the favors and blessings,

Wednes, iarch 30th., Weather very pleasant. Work goes on briskly. The
second span of the bridge was commenced on Monday, A branch of the
railroad is being laid down to the storehouses upon the bank of the river
at the boat landing.

Thurs, March 3lst, Weather fine, Capt, FcElroy and some others left
for home on leave of absence a few day ago. They are to continmue the
business of recruiting,

Friday april 1st. Today is known as all fools day and some extreme
efforts are being made to fool somebody.

Mond, April 4th, Rained last night and today, Yesterday we had inspec-
tion, after which religlous service., One of the Christian commission
preached to us. He is from Lancaster, Chic, At night prayer meeting
was held at the Chaplains quarters. Tork is generally suspended on
Sabbath but is some places laborers continue their work with all seeming
indifference.

Tues, April 5th, W#indy and cloudy but some work is done, Some of our
officers in their eagerress to get the required number to secure commissions
has the impertinance to send negro recruits to our Regt. The poor met
rough treatment, their reception was decldedly hostile. The third "bateh"
of our veterans were mustered today and I think started for home,

Wednes, april 6th., Weather very good but not pleasant from cold wind,

Thurs, April 7th, I think the last "batch" of veterans were not mustered
Wednesday but are being mustered today. I think T. R. Stanley started
home on furlough today. Lieut. J. H, Acton resigned, also Quarter lasier
fain John Grovenor took his place. TWork goes on briskly . UOur squad is
repairing some old pontoons which are to be used as buoys to the cable of
the ferry beoat.
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#lond, April 1lth. I have neglected my daily remarks for several days and
since last writing the weather has fluctuated in temperature as usual,

We have had about an equsl amount of cold, heat, rain and sunshine, Col,
Stanley did not start home upon the previously stated but a day or two ago
he took his leave, Lieut., Rain our Juarter Master has resigned, also

J. H. Acton, and both have taken their leave for home. Lisut, Grivenor
newly commissioned take the Q, M, Dept. Several of the boys of the 73rd
visited us today. Ferry boat broke lose last night but was towed back by
the steamer Missionary., Some 8 or 10 in the guard house for drunkenness,

Tues, April 12th, Rain and sunshine alternately through the day, clear
at night, D, T. Shotts one of our veterans returned today, He brought
many little waluables which seem to make the heart glad tunes the hearts
of the recipients to dear ones at home., A soldiers life is a hard one,
But these little tokens make him the better, and both soul and body becomes
sanguine with faith and hope,

Wednes. April 13th, The second "batch" of veterans returned today at least
a portion of them, ILike the first a portion are left behind. Have not
learned how many., A detail from our brigade were sent upon Lookout
Mountain a few days ago to make garden,

Friday April 15th, S5lightly cloudy with cold wind, Work goes on briskly,
Frayer meeting at Chaplains quarters last night, Juite 5 lot of the new
recruits were sent down to the south today, Cr rather Co, G takes Co., Ss
place and the latter comes back to the regt.

Sat, April 16th, Quite a fire occured in town today. The brick were
burned and several frame houses torn down to arrest the further advance of
the fire, Some govermment and sanitary property was destroyed.

Sund, April 17th, All hands are ordered to work today, don't know who
is the author of such command , "Jur squad" however didn't work,
wWeather changeable,

Hond, April 18th, |Weather very chanzeable and still cold wind stirring.

F. Apr. 22nd., TWeather very pleasant with slight indications of rain.
vork goes on briskly and supplies of all kind come in rapidly filling
up storehouses as fast as finished,

Sund, Apr. 24th, Rained and in consequence no inspection is had, Our
party are required to work today. At least to get the ferry boat ready
for use,

Wednes, Apr. 27th., We commenced a new boat today, a 1life boat to the
ferry or perhaps scme would call it a John boat. A new steamer came up
from Brideeport two days ago., It is not named yet, is a wide wheel boat.
Co. E went up to Chickamauga todsy to get out timbers for fortifications.
The weather warm. the warmest of the season,.

Thurs. Apr. 28th. The past flve or six days has been undformily warm
day and night and it is bYringing vegetation out with a rush, Fish are
being caught plentiful and sell at 25 cts per pound,
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Sund, May lst. Today two years ago our Regt. performed what is called

a disorderly retreat from Athens, Ala, It was also considered disreputable
but long since our our reputation has been retrieved, and the Athens retreat
is looked upon as one of those military blunders common to the inexperienced
men and officers of our army, That days affair has often been ironiecsally,
our May party. Weather pleasant.

Mond, May 2nd., From surrounding appearances a general movement is on
foot., Several regts. and detachments struck tents this morning and took
the line for the front. GSo far as I have learned some of our brigade
have gone or are to go. Weather cool windy and unpleasant.

Thurs, #May 5th. Troops still continue to move to the frent, The 16th or
at least Genl, Dogies divislon is moving through here toward the front.

Col. Grovenor is ordered to report to Gen. Turchin for duty on the front,
Capt., Irwin of our Co, goes with the Col, Our Regt. is ordered to Le ready
for actlion at any moment., Weather fine and work progressing finely.
Yesterday and today "I and bunk,ates" erected a new tent, It is made
entirely of boards, 1s twelve feet long and eight wide and about five feet
four inches high with with a three feet gmarrette,

Sund, March 8th, Freaching by Chaplain at 10 and class at two F.M.

Surgeon Johnson of our regt., returned this evening, Dress parade at 6,15
at which time orders were read announcing several promotlions and appointments
in the non commissioned line. I was appointed without my knowledge of it
and as soon as informed of the fact I made known my intention not Lo accept.
This is thethird time this place has been offered me and I have refused

to accept. Troops still come in and pass on to the front, The weather

is Tine today, probably the warmest of the season,

Sat, May 14%th, We have but 1little new from the front, Some fighting
however has been zolng on as several hundred wounded have been brought in,
The past two day has been gquite conl, Our flat boat squad was broken up
a few days ago, Don't know what I shall go at next. Jur new house

is now furnished with table, cupboard, three stcols, the best arranged
quarters in the Co. or regt. Work in camp goes on about as usual.

May 19th, 411 goes on gquietly here in Chattanooga but how it 1is upon
the front we cammot tell as we get but 1little news. The 22nd KMichigan
of our brigade moved upon Lookout today., Our orderly sergeant returned
to the regt, I think last Saturday and A, Gorrell last Monday May 16th
both of whom had been wounded at Chickamauga, The weather is fine,

Sat, May 2lst, I have just returned from a pleasure and fishing sxeursion
up at South Chickamauga. The trip was pleasant but unfruitful of fish,
Work goes on finely and the weather is beautiful,

Thurs, May 26th, Today a squad of mechanics from our reght. were sent down
to Hoekasin Point to frame a magazine to be erected in Chickamauga., I am
among the number detailed.

Wednes, June lst, e are enjoying ourselves inelyupon Hockasin Foint.

The last month left us with beautiful weather and this month left us with

beautiful weather and thils month opens with fine prospests of good weather
being clear warm and pleasant, Fleasant in the shade but some what warm

in the sunshine.
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Wednes, June B8th, The weather for the last three or five days has been
very warm and heavy ralns have fallen, Today a portion of our squad were
relieved and have gone to camp. Co, K returned to the regt. several days
ago., They had been rumning the steamer Foint Rock.

Tues, June 1l4th, Col, Stanley returned from home June 12 last 3unday.

de takes command of the brigade today. The Cols, daugter accompanied him
and is taking a stay in Chattanooga, Capt. Jones also returned and is
upon duty in the regt., has command of his Co. (B). Col, Grovenor and
Hajor wWelch's wives are here. Col. Grovenor returned several days ago,
The 22nd lichigan of our brigade removed upon Lookout teday. The most
of the present month has been cloudy and rainy but today is gqulte clear
and has the appearanve of a clear spell,

Sund. Jure 19th, Capt. Miles with a Co. of 34 men arrived at our regt,

days ago., He was formerly a Capt. in our regt., was discharged but has
a new comnission and is now assigned to Co, 7, His men has been disiri-

tutad to the several Cos. The 24 Ohio are discharged and the veterans
and new recrults numbering 160 have been attached to our regt., They came
in last week, Today is cloudy and rainy,

Friday June 24th, Cos, I and F went upon Lookout today. Col, Grovencr
1s reported as having gone home. The weather has been clear for several
days and today appeared to be the hottest of the season. Our squad is
now framing a block house to be erected in Chattancoga, o news from
the front.

July lst., A portlon of our squad was relieved yesterday and among them
our cook and in consequence of this I am called upon teo discharge that
"sery responsible duty" that of cooking. Today embraces my first trial

in that line, The weather 1s very warm and clear, tooc warm to be comfort-
able, The nights are agreeably warm. The month of June closed yestarday
with a fine shower of rain in the afternocon. Cel, T. RE. Stanley is post
commander at Chattanooga. A large nmumber of wounded are reported coming
in from the front., Work seems to be a drag in our department,

Mond, July 4th, This morning was ushered in by beoming of cannon, A
salute of thirteen guns were fired by a one hundred pounder from Cameron
#111, All work was suspended and a gen'l holiday was had, The offlcers
of the post a meeting and party upon Lookout, The day was clear and
pleasant Several Cos, of our re __*:.‘r’ﬁt, ig called a "big dinner", Our
Co., had a few extras such as new Irish potatoes, blackberries and Lager
beer, Considerable drinking occcurred in the morning but in the afternoon

2s.

all the shops were closed and but few drunken men Were ssen upon the streets,

Y¥ews from the front report Sharman in good position,

Tues. 19th, The bridege spanning the Tenn, River opposite Chattanooga

is very nearly finished though not gquite but teams, horses and pedestrians
pass over it, The work of erecting buildings and strengthening the
various forts &c still goes on with more or less rapidity. The weather
has been clear and warm for sometime past , Sherman crossed the
Chattahoocha Rlver several days ago and is supposed to be in or near
Atlanta, Co. D of our regt, is running the Mockasin Foint saw mill,
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Sund. July 24th, Yesterday evening Col. Stanley called upon Col, Grovenor
to furnish a Co. to accompany corpse of Gen'l, McPherson as escort to
Nashville, Instead of selecting a Co, the Col, caused a detail to be

made from the regt, Our Co, furnished 10 mer, one corporal, one sergeant,
I was among the number, We drew "white gloves" for the occasion. We
went up to the depot and awaited the arrival of the corpse which did not
arrive untill four o'cleock A.M, Sunday morning. We escorted the corpse

to the quarters of Col. Stanley Sunday morning after breakfast in camp.

We remained at Col. Stanleys quarters untill the procession was formed

when we escorted the remains to the depot, Arriving there we were informed
that but half of us could zo, whereupon half of us returrned to camp. The
othaers took the train at 13 ofelosk P.HM.

tiond, July 25th. I am still urnder command of Col, Bartlett Co. © and
our "squad" is now working at a "traverse" for artillery, Weather fine
out urmsually smokey.

Thurs, Aug. 4th, Today has been set apart by the President as a day of
fasting and prayer but I think but very little attentlon is pald to it
save by the rellgious community, 4 reverand MeClure of Deleware, Ohio
preached at the post Chaple tonight. Testerday quite a storm of dust
dashed over Chatlancoga but little raln accompanied it., Co. A of our
regt, is upon Lorth Chickamauga Creek, it relleved Co. E, the latter Co.
is upon Lookout, making in all four Cos, upon the mountain, Yesterday
and today our Co, has been repalring a bridge zeross the railroad, The
weather is very warm and we have frequent showers of rain but little or
no clothing is needed at night for covering. Our regular supply of ratlons
has been cut down but from what cause we are not advised. |[Hor are ve
allowed to exchange with Citizens, Ho news from the front,

Sund, Aug. 7th. Chaplain Dillon was relleved from preaching by a member

f the Christian commlssion who addressed us, Ve were pald today for two
months at 16 dollars per month, ‘e did not learn the neecissity of being

vald on Sunday but it may have Geen necessary.

Tues, Aug, 16th, The enemies cavalry have been reported at Dalion but
not the garrison, 4 force was sent Trom here and drove them away. The
1ith Afriecan is said to have played a conspicuous part. This evening

our regt. was sent oul Lo garrison one of the forts, I not belng well
remained in camp. The weather is wvery warm and it rains nearly every day.

Tues, aug, 23rd. This morning we were ordered out as we understood to
tuild a bridge rear Dalton., We got our tools ready and the regl, was on
board the cars before noon, About 1 o'elock we pulled out bubt upon
arriving at Chickamauga 3tation the program seemed to change and we were
run up to Charleston in company with some twelve regts. wa started on
foot in search of the rebel Genl, Wheeler, We arrived at Charleston in
the nizht remained on the cars untill morning and then struck out made 17
miles and encamped four mlles east of Athens.

Thurs. 4ug. 25th, We moved sut some & miles toward madlsonville and
finding no enemy returned a mile and a2 half and sncamped for the night,

Friday Auz. 26th, Marched back near Athens and encamped upon a small strea

96,
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Sat, Aug., 27th, HMarched about nine miles to where the railroad had
been repaired and walted the arrival of the train.

Sur, Aug. 2Bth. We bosrded the trains about noon and started for
Chattancoga where we arrived about 9 o'clock, What good the expedition
did know not. Gen, Steadman was in command, e have not been used to
marching and quite a number of the boys gave out., The country is nonoe
of the best though the valleys are good and fruit and green corn were
plenty, Cleaveland and Athens are handsome country towns. Cleaveland
is located upon the H fiver The inhablitants seem to he overjoyed at
our coming and at the prospect of Wheeler driven out, Yesterday we were
ordered to De ready to take the trains at six this morning and we were at
the depot at 7 and took the train and were off about 9% o'cloeck. we run
down to Hurfreesboro where we arrived about 10% o'clock having made 15
miles. There are three brigades of us commanded by Genl. Steadman. e
remained at Savergue untill about 5 when our regt, made a reconnoisance
upon the Lebanon pike discovered in force, We then returned and stoped
for the night at Stewarts Creek having made 10 miles,

Sat, Sept. 3rd. We started north east was called back went about a mile
Ltoward Murfreesbore then took a north east line and struck the Lebanon
pike and went to Stones River, About five started for the railroad
whars we arrived about 9 P.M, and remained untill morning., Today we
traveled about 12 miles,

Sund, 3ept. %th, Tock the train run to Stephenson, then to Huntsville
where we arrived next .orming,

Tues, Sept. 6th, We remained here {in H) until after dinner then ook
the cars and run down to Athens, changed camp once or twice and finally
took quarters in the Courthouse yard. The other two brigades moved out
toward Florence tcday. Three years ago we were musterad into service,

Thurs. Sept, Bth, Genl, Rosecrans and command came in-today but as soon
a5 supplied with rations started toward Florence,

Frid, Sept, 9th, Last night considerable firing took place on the rail-
road at a point near the towm, we were in line iwlce but nothing of neot
occurad.

S5at, Sept., 10th, We remained in town untill about six where we took the
line for Browns farry upon Elk Rlver, We arrived and crossed the river
aboul two o'clock and was in camp about three. Iade 15 miles.

Sund, Sept, 11th, Today we laid 1dle untill about 6, recrossed the river
and took the line for Athens arrived about 1 o'clock,

¥ond, Sept. 12th, Today we took the cars for Chatitanocoga 10% o'elock
arrived at 1l and went inte our old quarters.

Tues,. Sept 13th, We are idle in camp today.

“Wednes, Sept., lh4th, Co, F multined on account of the expiration of their
time, and For this act they are sent te the front with cattle so says report.
They leave today and are relleved from duty on the mountain by Co, D 2Lth
Chio, Weather warm and dry.
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Tues, Sept. 15th. I was upon Lookout today, the flrst sinece in
Chattanooga.

S5at, Sept, 17th. In company with daron Gregory and C. L. Lee I wvisited
Lookout Hountaln and the notorous lake and Talls, The lake is situated
some seven miles from the point and in a ravine, 1s some thirty feet
deep and some fifty yards in dlameter. The falls are =zituated some
distance below the lake and are =aid %o be 125 feet high but I think
they over B85 feet. The scenery surrounding Lookout 1s grand and baffles
all attempts at deserlption., The lake is some 2300 feet below the top
of the mountain.

Sund. Sept, 18th, Last night we encamped and slept upon the rocks just
above the falls, We returned to Chattancoga.

Sat, Sept., 24th, A Tew days ago our regt, was detailed from the

Engineer Srigade., I think we were detailed about the 21lst of this of
this month and since then the greater portion of the regt. has been called
together I think all except a faw detalls and Zo, D, We are sald to be
assigned to Jrdlnance duty, Considerably rain has fallen lately.

cloudy today.

Sunday Sept. 28th, Lasr night about eleven o'clock we were very much
surprised upon belng awakened and informed of a call to prepare three days
rations, one hundred rounds amunation fer a march. Jn account of a bile

I was not able to accompany the regt. The regt. took the and moved

toward Nashville, Last night was the coolest of the sesson, weather clear.

Frid, 7th, Cct. We have heard but little froem the regt. since it left.

But we learned this mueh, that it went from here Lo Hunisyille, Ala. turned
back, went to Nashville, thence to Pulaska, Tenn, ILay in line of battle
one night in front of the enemy, skirmished a liitle, returned to Nashville
and back to Tullahoma: then back to lHashwille and were mounted on horsetack.
when mounted they went down toward Columbla via Franklin, The rebel Gen.
Forrest is commanding the raiders 2,000 stirong with twenty plecesz of
artillery. Today we learnsd that the enemys wagon train has been captured.
and that they are on the retreat, It has been very weit and rainy for
several days past but today has been very pleasant and clear, Sometime
since Col. Stanley procured for the Zrigade, a burying place in the
hational Cemetary, Today a detail from our regt, soded a portion of

the ground. Trains and mules are very irregular since Forest has made

his appearance in middle Tennisee, [Hashville and Chattanooga papers sell
at 10 cts retailers. Several new and newly rigged steamers have made
their appearance at the wharf, Some of them are semi-gunboats in
appearance and perhaps are merely used as su:i,

Friday Oet, 1l4th, There has been considerable excitement and stir here
for the last twenty four hours, The enemy, Hood's army, is said to be
flanking Sherman, Report say Dalton and Ringold have both been captured
by the rebels and report say that tonight they are within twenty miles

of here., All available forces are working in the ditches, save our regt.
Those in Camp Cleveland was evacuated today by the lst O,V.I, We have
no news from Sherman but belleve him safe and able to make Hy:d's position
untenable., The forces that were in pursuit of Forest are beginnlng to
return, A dispatch was received tcday stating that our regt. would be
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in Chattanooga tomorrow morning., Weather clear, 4n electlon was held

in cur regt. last Tuesday pursuant to the Laws of Ohlo, Allowing soldiers
to vole for County, State and United States officers The total vote of our
precinct were 11064, 31 of these were democratic, or retel, I believe

89 counties were represented at the poles. IMost all the Chio troops
stationed here voted at our regt.

Sat. 15th., The regt. returned today about two o'clock F.i. They had
been absent 21 days. when the regt. left here it went to Funtsville,

Ala. then to Nashville by way of Stephenson thence to Pulaski then back

to Tullahoma wia Hashvlille again to Nashville where they were mounted on
horseback and toock the llne for Florence, Ala., and after going west from

F some 15 or 20 miles they returned to Athens, Ala. there "turned over"
their horses, toock the cars and came on here. The Decatur and Washville
railroad is badly damaged, think it will not be repaired under twenty days,
The regt, done some skimishing at Pulaski where they laid in line of battle
about 24 hours, One man wounded the only loss the past ten days. The
boys were compelled to live upon the country by foraging., The rebel

Gen, Forest seems to have met with prety good luck, besides the damage
done the railroad, He 1s said to have captured four thousand prisoners
and made hls escape in safety,

Hond, Jet, 17th. Our reght, was paid off today, pald for two months,
This afternoon we were informed that we would start for Shlo on Wednesday
next and the best of spirits and considerable enthusiasm prevails, Lews
from Sherman good. GHoods army said to be in a trap.

wednes, CGebt, 1%th, we have no news from the front today. Col. Grovenor,
the Chaplain and others started for Hashville and CTol., Stanley tok command
of the regt., We had dress parade this evening, The first for sometime
and perhaps the last in Chattanocoga. Co. F who have been down at itlanta
returned this evening, We expect to start for home tomorrow, Weather
pleasant,

Thursday 20th, Left Chattancoga at dusk arrived at Tantallow ay day light.

Friday Cet. 2lst, Arrived at Hurfreesboro at 10 o'clock and remained there
until dark, Arrived at Hashvllle about 2 olelock 4.,

Sat, Uet, 22nd, Drew clothing, Our train was drawn across the Cumberland
River stoped awhile in Edgefleld thence drawn down one mile out and left
until morning.

Sunday Jet, 23rd, Laft Nashville at sunup and arrived at Loulsville
about 2 olelock A.H.

tiond, Jet. 28th., Took breakfast at the soldiers rest aftar which we went
the river wharf and after waiting a while boarded the steamer Genl. Suell,
Started for Cinecimnati at 1l o'clock but on account of a dense fog were
compelled to tie until daylight,

Tuas, Oct, 25th, This morning we started up the river as soon as the fog
lifted sulficiently to see the channel and arrived at Cincinnati about 10
o'clock, We disembarked and marched up into the clty and took dirner at
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a "Soldiers barracks", Jur dinner consisted of soft bread, salt beef
sweetened coffee, Tent to Lthe depot and started for Columbus about four
o'clock, arrived at Columbus at 2 o'cloek A.M, and teok quarters in the
state house.

dednes, Oet, 26th, Took breakfast at Todd's Sarricks after which we
marched out to Camp Chase and were provided with tents for guarters,

Turs, Oet, Z7th, This morning cloudy and rainy, Turned over our
guns and equipments,

Frid, Cet, 28th, Quite a number of the boys broke through the fence
and guard lines this morning and amused themselves outside camp,

Thurs, Hov, 3rd, I visited the state prison,

friday Nov, 4th, We were formally mustered out of service, We nunmbered
forty privates and several non-commisioned aof7icers, All that wanted them
were given furlows and allowed to go home. They will be pald and

receive thelr discharge at home, Some twenty eight of the Co, still remain,

Sat. Kov., 5th. QJuita cool today. last it rained and snowed a little,
Clear today.

Sund. Nov, 6th, Went to church at the state prison also at the German
Catholie Chureh., And attended church at post Chappel at Camp Chase,

Hond, lov, Tth., 3Started for home Lommorow teday, Lelt Camp Chase about
12-3/4, Took passage on the regular packet. Capital (canal boat) at

one o'clock and started for Chillicothe whera we arrived at £ six in

the morning,

Tues, lov. Sth, Took up the "line of march" for home, Stoped at the
funtington Tp pracinct and poled 1 vote for Cld Abe and andy., Went on
home where I arrived about sun down.

Tuss. Nov, 15th, The past “ew days have Seen spent at home and vicindty.
Today our Co. met at Frankfort, Chio whers an elegant supper was prepared
for us and were pald off and dlscharged, We are now free from military
serviee for awhile,



Head Quarters 1Bth Ohlo Vols,
Camp Chase Ohio, Nove., 4th 1864

General Order)
No. )

) The time has as length arrived when
we, the officers and soldiers of this regiment are
about to render the assocliations of the last three
years, and lay aside the duties and sufferings of
Soldiers and return to elvil 1life.

Having served your country honerably,
you now return, I trust, better than when you wvolunteered
in that service. You realize what it costs to sustain a
good Government, During all these years, in camp, in
Blvouaec, on the march and on the Battlefield you have
done your duty. We went forth nine hundred and thirty
strong, [liow we number three hundred and thirty.

Eightynine of our number are left behind
as veterans, The sanguinary fields of Stone River,
Davls Cross Roads, Chickamauga and the other Battles and
skirmishes in which you participated, with the diseases
ineident to a Scldiers life and death, will will account
for the sixhundred, May their memory be ever fresh in
our recollection, and may we emulate their virtues and
herolsm, while we forget their rongs. A greatful
country wlll not fall to honor the living, and hold in
rememberance, the memory of the diseased.

When you volunteered you knew I was to be
your commanding officer, Almost without exception you
have ylelded a ready, cheerful obediance, How well I
have discharged my duty is not for me to say. I can
stand before God and you this day, and say that I have
always had your wellfare and care, first in my theughts,
I have not placed my own ease or comfort before yours.
I have not suffered the cares of my family, or my own
profit in any way to interfere with my dutlies to you.
I thank God that it has been my privalege to be your
commanding officer, Most of the time, however, I have
been seperated from you by being placed in higher commands.
I have always left you thus with regret and now in our parting
let none but pleasant, kind remembrances have place, Tou
have been to me as my sons, I take leave of you as a father,
May God have and keep you in peace and safety to the end.

T. R. Stanley
Col,
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This letter by David C. Shotts has been copled from the original,
Camp near Nashville, Tenn, March 18, 1862
To the receiver G, W. Bishop and friends at home,

Received your lettsrs and have answered to you will see I
have a 1ittle beok which when you get it, Af ever you do, will contain
& sketch of our march from Nashville to someplace else., I don't
know where, D.C.3. (preface by author)

Tues, March 18, 1862, Camp near Nashville, Tenn, Yesterday we had
an inspection of kmapsacks to accertain whether net had any umauthorised
articles therein or mot. It was known generally that we would march
today. We were ordered to be upon the road hard by and ready to move
at 74 AM, At present the sun is about 3/4 hour high and our tents
are struck, loaded in waggon, 50 are nearly all eur ether traps. HNew
we are ordered te sling lmapsacks, We fell in stacked arms, are now
waiting till time to start, We take 6 days rations with us, One ef
course cooked and in our haversacks, Our First Liesut, starts for

home thix morning, H-huhmhﬂmp. are now upen the Temn,

te ths extreme. Bixnln

nhn-h-nmﬂmjﬂﬂ.:nrﬁu‘. The merning bas presembid-
a fine scene. Mule and herse teams stalling, mules kiecking, half s
dosen men whiping, swearing and as many more pushing at thr-hud-m

at luhvﬂl.. Co. A lsaves two, Just nowa -qn-r.! of sappers and miners
are passing, follew them the 2nd Ohio, next the Zlst Ohle
new Belgium wuskets or Rifles, MNow the 33rd Ohle, next the 10th Wis,
abuut-l..‘l@&strmg. We are now fully recruited, are well clothed and
shod, and ought I know every thing is starting in order but no doubt
will be separated and maybe will suffer peivaticns, ertens flying
artillery are passing., Here come another battery sach & pleces and
6 pounders, Their provisions and forage waggons are just passing,
Each waggen has a guard of two er three persoms, This is follewed
up in all marches when mear the enemy., Tis now 10 o'ecleck arnd the
ory is "and still they come? Perhaps the tsams will not pass us mueh
befere neen, Understand we are to ge in the rear of waggons,
Upen the right of us is a Mllside, the timber of which is trimed and
toped, And on the hill is a fine house presented the appsarance ef a
rich planter, The 37th Ind, and 1llth Ill, were out em picket last
might, This in part acceunts for our Brigade being behind, These
en plcket camnot get ready to move much befers noon., This country
affords fine cedar and evergreen, Just by my side is s nice speeimen
abeut 8 inches Migh and has the appesarance of good health, What a
nice ormament: pity it has nene te care for it, Well when the war
closes somebedy will care for it, Adieu, theu esteemed ermament
of thiks celd reugh earth, for a time farewell,

Sam Slick ef the old 22nd new ef the 33rd Regt, just new is
passing, He is an odity and wares a high hat, Attentism: we new

3
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move forward and are divided into squads to guard waggens anether rule
and we have te double quick te catsch up with the head of Ce, HNow

there is ene Co, to every 14 waggons, 6 miles from Nashville we

passed the Insane Assylusn (perhaps this is misspelled) and we move

on at short intervals, the train being long we camnot move steadily.

12 e'cleck and we meet the 13th Regt. 0. going back toward Nashville,

And they say they are ordered to jein == Crittendemi Divimien, - Here we
load our guns preparing fer emergencies. Semething has cccured in

front and causes a halt - new we meve off at "deuble quick”, I prefer

a slower pace and act accerdingly, 15 miles frem NHashville we passed

a village called Defarm (or seme othar name), A mile farther and our
read increases to twe, We take the left haid road. We are new passing
threugh a sectien of ceuntry timbered with cedar - it varies frem the
small bush te ths tree of 18 inches dlameter, Our division is encampisg,
we having been guards ocur knapsacks were hauled and now we have a geed
time geting tham - the traim em a dewn grade and stop fer nebedy., Amms
ars stacked, teams in and if we get water fer ceffse we will seen be
sneesing, Tis sun dewn.

Wednesday March 19, This merming it cemmenced raining abeut 5 e'ecleck
and peured dewn a centinued shewer until abeut 10 e'cleck. But we went
ahead regardless of rain, mud or wmater of which thers was plenty. - Seme,
Yoz nearly all eof us, bave wet feet and are pretty well drenched all ever,
We have passed ene mmall $ewn and ever twe smartly sizsed shesksy-— I
understand we left the strait ferward reed en aceeunt of Lridges being

fislds, VWe are in fthe land of cetten”, These wers the first eetten
censiderable attentien, The hills te
our left are still decerated with evergreea. We have "deuble cape thern"
or seme other caps - we had been traveling seuth of sast but new we make
a shert tack te the seuth west, &
pessessien of Murfreesbereugh., He enemy was there te dispute the right
of pessessien., Mergams band ef desperadees passed threugh abeut 3 er &4
o'eleck last might, I suppese General Mitchell will claim te have
achieved amether great victery. We are new in camp and have passed
threugh Murfreesbereugh, It is a niee 1 plase theugh it was quite
dark wvhen we passed threugh, It is a tewn of abeut 3,000 inhabitants,
Our days march is new finished. Twas a hardsmarch. We
threugh mud and water and I think nearly everysns get his feet wet.
Sems waded eretch deep im preferemce te geing areund, Our feet are
quite sers. Ve mareched abeut 22 miles. Ve are encamped upen an eld
secesh camp, Supper is ever, a sup of het ceffee is drunk and witheut
pitshing tents, we ge te bed,

Camp near Murfressbereugh, Thurs, mern, March 20, 1862, This mernming
1t cemmenced raining abeut 4% e'ecleck and chased us eut ef bed, By 7 er
8 it ceased raining and new tis elear. Our Brigade ferms the

and we will seen meve en 2 miles further and pitch tents perbaps te remaim
a while, Seme of the beys cemplaim of being pretty sere this merming
frem yesterdays mareh, I never folt mush better, The weather is
sphendid and the pastures leek quite green, peach trees at lalf bleem.
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No mail has evertaken us yet, This is fime loeking ceuntry, well
tizmbered and the land is principaly level, assuming a rathsr undulating
character, Just new a fellew is being carried te am ambulance, his legs
are se swellen he cannet walk, The drum beats are we are called inte
line and away we go fer a new camp, We are now encamped upen the farm
of a rich planter and secessienist., Hs has twe sens intcthe Cenfederate
Army, Since leaving the other camp, the weathsr has changed, #&he wind
blews hard and celd and tis cloudy, This planter here has abeut 100
slaves., He raises cotten and has a cetton gin er gin on the plantation,

Friday merning March 21, 1862, The merning is quits ceel but the wind
has ceased blewing, About 200 waggens start for Nashville this merning
for previsiems. They will be goene about 4 days, Don't think we will
move until they ceme back,

Saturday March 22nd 1862, As yet we have received ne mail since leaving
Hashville. This merming is ceel and cleudy and rains a little. We ge
oen plcket duty at 1 e'cleek this PM, and fearing a mail sheuld ge eut
while we are gene, will clese this epistles and lsawve it in camp., We
are in goed health but S, M, Greve and G, W, Bishop are complaining,
theugh they steed the march quite well,

Respectfully,
D. C. Shetts
1 cannet promise a weekly repert,
Enelesed you will find a speeimen of Tennisee cotten, D, C, 3,



EIGHTEENTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY

The orgamisation of this regiment was commenced at Camp Wool,
Athens, Ohie in August, 1861, and completed at Camp Denmison, November
4, 1861, The regiment, nine hmdred and thirty strong, left Camp
Dennison November 6, 1861, and reported to General W, T, Sherman, at
Loulsville, the next day, Thence it marched down the river to West
Polnt. On the 15th it reported at Elisabethtown, and was organised
into a brigade comprising the Hineteenth Illinois, Eighteenth Ohio,
Thirty-Seventh Indiana, and Twenty-Fourth Illinois, under command of
Colonel Turchin, Hineteenth Illinois, General O, M, Mitchel's division
of the Army of the Ohio., Remaining at Elizsabethtown about a month, the
division marched thence to Bacon Creek, where, for nearly two months, the
command was instructed and drilled under the eye of General Mitchel.

On February 7th General Mitchsl commenced in earnest his brilliant
progress; he passed General McCook at Green River, encamped on its south
bank, and on the 8th marched for Bowling Green, occupled in force by the
enexy. On the night of the 9th the regiment for the first time bivouacked
and on the morning of the 10th showed hillocks of men covered with snow,
The day the regiment reachsd the vicinity of Bowling Green, the place was
reported deserted by the Rebels, and the bridge and public stores in flames,
A difficulty in crossing the river was overcome by the ingenuity of Colonel
Stanley, who detailed a mmber of men, and quickly constructed a bridge.

The brigade marched down the bank, and, silently, that snowy night, the
orossing was made, and at daylight Colonsl Turchin, with his command, marched
into Bowling Green. lLarge quantities of supplies and subsistence were
captured, but more had been destroyed.

On February 23rd General Mitchel moved for Hashville, sixty-two miles
distant, reaching it in three days. Here, as at Bowling Green, the Fourth
Ohio Bavalry preceded the infantry, and found the railroad bridge and the
fine suspension bridge over the Cumberland River destroyed, but means of
erossing were soon found and the City of Nashville was taken, The whole
Mational army, under Gensral Busll, encamped in and around the city.

General Mitchel's command being an indepsndent one, that officer,
Mareh 18th, marched i = - \fép Hindhville, Alabema, taking possession of
the comntry as he passed. This bold and timely advance surprised the Rebels,
whe fejl back as the Hatiomal troops advanced. The whole comtry, from
Hashville to Huntsville, and the railroad east to Eridgeport and west to
Tuscumbia, were taken by a single division of less than seven thousand men,
The railracds, bridges, and turnpikes injured by the Rebels in their flight,
were repaired, rendering the campaign very arduous, To the Michigan
Engineers mainly belongs the credit of overcoming the difficulties in
erossing bridgeless streams, The bridge over Steme River, twe hundred
and sixty feet long, was rebuilt in eight days, byba detail from the
Eighteenth Olio, with axe= only.

On April 10th at midnight the command arrived within ten miles of
Buntsville. A council of war was held at General Mitchel's head-quarters,
and the plan of the capture of Huntsville declded upon. At three o'clock
A, M, the command marched, and was in sight of Huntsville befors the citisens



were ocut of their beds, Some three hundred prisoners were captured,
seventeen loccmotives, ocne hundred and fifty cars, and large amounts of
supplies. The Eighteenth Ohio, with other forces, were detailed to work
the railroad and transport troope and supplies.

Tuscumbia was occupled, and Colonel Turchin, the brigads eocmmander
with a small ferce,including the Eighteenth Ohlo, made his head-quarters
in the town, altheugh almest surrounded by Rebel tvveps. Strategy wvas
resorted to to deceive them as to the strength of the Natiomal forces.
Names of officers from some desen regiments were entered on the hotel books
vhese regiments were supposed to be in camp, but an inspection would have
found but six bundred men there, Colonel Stanley was careful net to let
any citisen leave, General Buell ordered all west of Decatur evacuated,
and the regiment wvas sent to Athens to guard the railrocad,

On May lst, at daylight, Colonel Stanley's picketswere attacked by
Scett's Rebel cawalry, six hundred strong and three pleces of artillery,
¥ot the Rebels wers held in check for three hours, Colonsl Stanley,
learning that the Rebels consisted of three battalions ef infantry, ordered
a retreat toward Huntsville., While the Eighteenth was yet in Decatur
General Mitchel came frem Huntsville to Decatur om the cars, and erdered
Colonel Stanley to fall back in geed order to a point where re-eafercements
would be met, General Mitchel came mear being captured, as the Rebels
sent a small force across te a bridge, setting it #m fire, but the General
and his men ran over it while bumming. 1ttﬂibrldgcalplnhdﬂ¢ht
sccurred, in which six Rebels were killed and a mmber wounded.
regiment lost three killed and several wounded.

On May st the Eighteenth jeined the brigade at Fayetteville and marched
thence, under General Negley, fer Chattancega. The town was bembarded frem
the merth side eof the river, by which it was believed the Rabels were
deterred frem a centemplated invasiem of Kentucky. The distance marched
in this movement was twe hundred and ferty miles, accemplished in twelve
days, cressing Cumberland Meuntain and Walden's Ridge.

Frem Fayetteville the regiment marched te Huntsville, themce te
Stevenson and Battls Creek, whers the Rebels were cemfremted; the Termessee
River being between theferces. The regiment built fertificatiens and
remained at Battle Creek umtil July llth, when it and half ef the Twenty-
Fourth Illinois, all under cemmand of Celenel Stamley, marched acress
Cumberland Meuntain, arriving at Decherd after midmight of the day in
wiich Gemeral Ferrest had captured Murfreesbere, The Eighteeath next
moved to Elk River, and aleng the railread te Cewan; down te Tullahema
and Manchester, and guarded the read frem Tullahoma te MoMimnville,

On August 29, 1862, cemparies A and I ef the Eighteenth Ohie, and D
of the Ninth Michigan, under the cemmand of Captain Miller, Eighteenth Ohie,
were attacked at a stockade, twelve miles fream Winchester, by Ferrest, whe
dismeunted nine hundred ef his men befere making the attempt. The Rebels
Wwers soen repulsed, losing abeut eme hundred men without the less ef a man
on our side, Geneial Themas cemplimented them in general erders. The
Rebels having retreated a short distance, cemmenced destroying the railread.
Captain Miller sent a squad after them, but they wers so badly whipped
that they instantly decamped.



The Eighteenth was the last regimeit te lsave Mamchester with Buell's
retreating celumn, At Nashville the regiment was brigaded with the
Sixty-Ninth Ohde, Eleventh Michigan, and Nineteenth Illineis, ferming the
Twenty-Ninth Brigade, under Colemel Stanley, amd with anether brigade
under Celonel Miller, was left fer the defense of Rashville, Celenel
Stanley commanded the brigade frem September 10, 1862, until after the
battle eof Chiclamauga.

The division in which the regiment was brigaded was the right of
General Thomas's (Fourteenth) corps at the battle of Stone River, On
Tuesday, the 30th of December, 1862, the division took post south of the
Cedar Woods and drove the Rebel sharpsheoters from several points., Early
Wednesday the right, under General MecCook, gave way and, after a short
struggle, in which the Twenty-Ninth Brigade vainly battled with the Rebel
masses, it vas compelled to do likewise, During this fearful time, at a
eritical moment, under the lead of General Rousseau, the Eighteenth charged
into the woods filled with Rebels, and checked their advance,

Friday found the division on the extreme left, Breckinridge attacked
and drove the division, thrown across Stone River, in great confusion,
General Rousseau ordered Colonel Stanley to take his brigade across the stream.
It was a fearful thing to do, but the order was executed by his brigade.
Advancing a little, to closer cover, the men fell upon their faces, and
awvaited the advancing foe., On came the Rebels, but they were received with
a leaden storm which thirmed their ranks fearfully, and without giving them
a chance to recover, an order to charge was given which caused them to flee
panic-stricken; meantime the artillery was doing its work., The brigade
captured four pleces of artillery., In this action of forty minutes
Breckenridge acknowledged the loss of one thousand seven hundred men, The
Eighteenth lost Captains Fenton,Taylor and Stivers, Lieutenant Blacker,
and thirty-two men killed; Lieutanant-Colonel Given, Captiins Weleh and
Ross, Adjutant Minesar, and one hundred and forty-three men wounded., 1In
June it accompanied the advance on Tullahcma, across Lookout Mountain inte
Mclamore's Cove, and, with Hegley's and Baird's divisions, September 1llth
at Dug Gap, confronted Bragg's army. In this movement, at the foot of
Mission Ridge, General Negley directed Colonsl Stanley to hold his positionm.
The enemy were pressing, but the brigade kept them at a respectable distance.

In a day or two commenced the march for Chickamauga. The regiment did
not get into the thickest of the fight until Sunday, Septembeer20th, but went
gallantly through the battle, making several brilliant charges. Colonel
Stanley in his report noticed the gallantry and ceolness of Captains
Grosvenor, McElroy, and Cable, Lisutenants Carlin, Benediet, Clark, Hennold,
Grubb, Ryan, Carter, Acton, Ferrel, and Evans, Sergeant-Major Geerge Hewitt
and private Joseph Imbody, of company H, are noticed "for their gallantry in
rescuing the colors of the regiment when they fell from Lieutenant Carlin's
hands, and bringing them safely frem the field."

The regiment perfermed Engineering-duty, and aided in building boats,
warshouses, sawmills, and hespitals at Chattanooga, until Octeber 20th, when
it was ordered to Camp Chase to be mustered out of service, On the 9th of
November, 1864, it was honorably discharged. Nearly one hundred men had
re-enlisted as veterans, and thare were enough recruits, whose time was not
out, to make it up to twe hundred and twenty-five men
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