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CONFEDERATE MILITARY HISTORY. 689

although a worthy officer from the old United States
army, Capt. Crawford Fletcher, was present, Robertson
was the unanimous choice for captain of the new com-
pany. He was on duty until after his command reached
Corinth.  Then it was decided that he could no longer
remain with the troops, and he was sent back to his
home, at Sunnyside Lake, Arkansas county, honorably
discharged. Aftera month or more of intense suffering,
he answered the last roll call, and passed over the river,
attended to the last by his warm friend, Major Cheat-
ham. He had done all he could for his country. Cap-
tain Robertson left surviving him a son and daughter.
The former still resides near the old home that was
redeemed from the canebrake by his father, is highly

honored by his fellow citizens, and has twice been elected
clerk of the county court.

John M. Robinson, of Jackson, a gallant soldier of the
army of Tennessee, was born in Gibson county in the year
1841. His parents were both descended from Revolu-
tionary patriots, and he showed himself as prompt as
they, when occasion arrived, to fight in defense of his
country. It was his good fortune, as a soldier desiring
to face the foe on many fields, to become a member of
the famous fighting Sixth regiment, Tennessee volun-
teers, enlisting in Company K early in 1861. His first
battle was Shiloh, where the Sixth was greatly distin-
guished. He remembers that as they advanced to dis-
lodge Prentiss’ Union brigade, they passed directly by the
spot where Gen. Albert Sidney Johnson lay dying, near
the Cantrell house. It was a few minutes later when
Prentiss rode out into an old field and surrendered the
remnant of his command. He was slightly wounded in
this battle. At Murfreesboro, the next great engage-
ment in which he took part, he escaped injury, but at
Missionary Ridge his left eye was destroyed by a frag-
ment of shell. N otwithstanding this serious and painful
hurt, he remained with his Tegiment, and was on duty
again in ten days. His next wound was received in the
famous battle of Atlanta, July 22, 1864, but he returned
to duty in two weeks. While on picket before Nashville,
in December, 1864, he was captured, and being sent as a
prisoner to Camp Douglas, Chicago, was held there until
June, 1865, being one of the last released from that
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MEMORY SOUNDS THE RALLY-—Remnants of Madison County’s above are: 1, Capt. James Dinkins;

2
2, 1st Lt. L. E. Talbot; 3, 2nd Lt.

contribution to the South’s proud hosts posed at the entrance to the William Holland; 4, Sgt. W. L. Utley; 5, CpL C. G. Bond; and Pvts,
8, Joe Tidwell;.7, J, G. Williamson; 8, John Robinson; 9, W. W.

urthouse here on July 18, 1898, just before they entrained for Gates; 10, Robert Bryan; 11, T. H. Hartmus; 12, D. Cole; 13, John
«anta, Ga., to attend the Confederate Reunion. This photograph Stovall; 14, W. A, Mauldin; 15, W. F. Henry; 16, Frank Smith; 17,
was discovered by H. LeRoy Pope during the wrecking of an old W. F. Yancy; 18, Joe Mulherron; 19, William Griffith; 20, D, M.
Jackson home. Names were found by Dr. C. A. Sevier on another McCutchen; 21, Charles Owen; 22, T, J. Barnes; 23, W. F. Alexander;
copy of the same picture which is in posession of Col. R. H. Bond 24, Joe Griffith; 25; Frank Talley; 26, Raz Mercer; 27, W. A. Mercer.
(28 above). Members of John Ingram’s Bivouac, UCV, pictured 28 Harold Bond,.10-year-old child  of the Company, - .- .. )
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REMIKNKISBSCENCES

The Confederate Army record of J. M, Robinson, Company K,
Sixth Tenneassee Infantry Regiment, of Nanny's Brigade, Cheatham's Division,
Polk'as Command of the army of Tennessee., 1In the ea2rly part of '62, the
army was commanded by Alhert Sidney Johnston, who was killed at Shiloh on
April 6, 1862, General Bragg hecame commander until 1864; Ceneral Joseph
Johnston commanded the army until July 17, 18643 at thic time Ceneral Hood
took command. e had acted on the defensive until then on acceunt of the
superior number of the ememy. General Hood began to storm the Federal
works whanever the enemy gave an oppnortunity, and our army was slaughtered
without mercy. An account of the 3ixth Regiment will include the move-
ments of the Army of Tennessee.

Ths Sixth Ternessee Regiment was enliated at Jackson, Tennessee
Hay 13, 1861, It was composed of ten companies, e{ght from Madiaon County.
We went into camp at the old fair grounds, west of town, and remained there
until Sunday, May 26, when vwe left Jackaoon over the Mobile and Ohio ratl-
road for Union City, We went into camp there and remained until the firat of
August, Ye made our firat march by way of Troy and Reelfoot Lak§ to
Tiptonville, on the Mississiopi River, Here we hoarded boats and went up
the river to New Hadrid, Missouri., After remaining there for some time, ve
got on board boats and went down the river below Fort Pillow, but returned
to New Madrid., Ve unleaded and went cut to the Phillips fam, four miles
up the river, W¥e went {nto camp thers and remained about two weeks, Ve left
there on boats and Bnded at Hickman, Kentucky, in the night.

Yankee gun boats came down the river and opened fire., That was our
first introduction to Yankee zhells, but by no means ocur last. Ve lftyﬂd
there that day and left by rafl for;Coluubuc, Kentucky, that night, by way

of Unjon City, TIn Columbus we went into camp and commenced to fortify the
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bluff above the towa. Our Brigade was aent to Jordan Statiom by rail and
stayed there a few days. Then we moved east on the State Line road

to Fulton. We remained there a few days and returned to Columbus and went
to work fortifying. Abcut the time we finished the wvork the Yankees came
dovn and the Battle of Bellmont was fought. Ve then went into vinter-
quarters ;ad stayed there.

On the first of March, 1862, we marched to Union City and stayed
there for a short timej went by rail to Homboldt and remained there for a
few days; went by rail to Corinth, Missiseippi., Ve remafned there only a
short time, our Brigade being sent up the road to Bethel Springs. Ve
left there on the evening of April 4, for Shiloh, we stayed at Purdy chat
night, leaving the fifth of April. About ten o'clock that night we arrived
at the place asgigned us {n the line of battle.

He vere so close to the Yankee camp that we could hear their mules
braying and pawing on the feed troughs, We stayed in this position until
about daylight, vhen everything was in readiness to move and the firing had
begun on our right. The ball soon.opened in all {ts fury. We being held on
the supporting line, were moved from one part of the field t§ another, exe
posed to heavy fire, and we could not fire a gun until about twelve o'clock,
when our whole Brigade became engaged with General Prentice's line on the
Cantrell farm, His line ran west from the Bloody Pond, our line right of a
line resting near a peach orchard, running west, parallel with the line
known as the "Hornet's Nest' line, A Yankee battery had a position {n or
near the road south of the Pondes Our Battery's position was near the southe
west side of the field, just west of the peach orchard, supported by the
Sixth Tennessee Regiment, | |

The first shot fired from the enemy's guns killed five men in my

company. Then the enemy w:is posted behind an old fence and protected by undere

growth, ao that it was impossible for us to dislodge them. After a loss of
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ebout two hundred men the Regiment was withdrawn snd a part of it returned
irmediately under the command of Captain John Ingram, I being ome who stayed
by his sfde, Ve moved back on the south sfde of the old field and kept up
a heavy fire unti{l ve reached our own site, to form on the left of a linl;‘
forming to move into the old field to attack General Prentice’s line., While
ve vere forming on that line, General Jochnston, sccompsnied dy Governmor
Haxrris, sud two other men, rode through the line to our site, fimmediately
in front. . of me they stopped and 14ifted Ceneral Johnston off his horse., They
laid him on a shawl of Governor Harria', but he was dead before they got
him down.‘

By that time we were rcaéy and moved forward {nto the old field and
the fight opened againe It lasted until Prentice's line surrendered,
Ve then moved on out beyond the Bloody Ponda The gun boats opened fire,
but their shells pas:zed ower behind our lines, Our line was then halted
and no further move was nmade on that éart of the line i{n front of Pittse
burge

On the sixth firing continued heavy until dark. On nur.}igbt
in going back to ry command I passed over and viewed that old field, Ve
remained on that field Sunday night, unprotected {n a downpour of raim
all night, and were compelled to fight on Monday, the meventh, and to
face abnut twenty thousand new troops. Up to noon the fight was furious,
neither side seeming to be inclined to advance, The enemy finally foll
back on our left, where we were engaged near the old Shileh Church,

Altout two o'clock we commenced to make srrangements to lecave
the field, Ve advanced our skirmish line to cover our retreat, 1 being
one of that line, could ace a Yankee once in a while and get a shot at oneg
About hzlf-after-four o'clock I was wounded in my shoulder. We left the

field and stayed at Monterey that night in a drenching ratn. Ve arrived at
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Corinth on April 8 and weut into camp, Ve wuffered a loss of about 225 men,

Ve remained In Corinth until about the first of June. The enemy
had advanced their lines so close to us that fighting was kept up all along
the line avery day. Ve left Corinth and went into camp at Tupelo, Missisae
i{pnd4, Ve stayed there a short time and moved b> way of Yobile, Alabama, ’
Montgomery, Alabama, and Atlanta, Georgia, to Chattanooga, Tennessee, Ve
remained thera unt{l about the last of August, wvhen e started on what {s
known as the "Kentucky Cannaign." After leaving Chattanooga our first
stop was at Blue Springs. Ve left there and crossed the Cumberland Mounte
ains. Our second stop for two days was at Sparta, in Middle Tennessee.
Ve left tﬁerc and the next slop was at Glascow, Kentucky. on Saturday. Ve
rerained there on Sunday, and leaving on Sunday night, made a forced = rch,
forded Grecen River, and moved west to the L, & N, railroad, Ve noved south
on the railroad and closed our lines around a fort at Munfordsville and
captured four thousand Yankees, Ve turned north, stopned a few days at
Bacon Croek, and moved wegt to Huldrone‘ﬁill in a hurried march to preveant
Buell from getting possecesion tber;. Then wva moved on to Bardstown, Kentucky,
and satooned there a few days, T was sick and had baeen for over a woek.
and teing unabla for duty, 1 was sent to the hospital at Danville,

The Reginent went from there to Perryvillae, whers a battle was
fought con Cctober 8, 1862, T foined the Regiment on thae tenth at Cemp
Dick Robirson, UYe remainad there for a short time and started on our line
of retreat to Cumberland Gap, b» way of Cradb Orchard and Wildcat Mountains,
the most Cod-forsaken part of tha world. Ve arrived at Cumberland Cap and
remained there for three days. We left for Knoxvillae and arrived there the
evaning of October 28, A heavy snovfall came that night and we remained

a short tima. Ve took traf{n for Chattanooga and stoppad there for only a

few hourse Then we moved on to Bridgeport, Alatama. The bridge being



-S-

burned, wve had to cross the river on flat boats, We camped there about a
week and moved on to 3tavenson, at the junction of the M. & O. snd the

N. & C. railroada, ¥e left there on the train and went to Tullshoma. We
stayed there for several days and went from there to Murfreesboro, and res
rained {n ceup there uncil about PDecember 20, Our BLrigade moved out and
across Stewart's Creek, on the Ne & ¥, Pike, Ve remained there until the
twenty-sixthes Ve moved on to Lavern and stayed there that night and the
Yankees escorted us back to Stewart's Creek. We werae relieved by General

Clafborne's Division and wa went back to Murfreesboro. ¥e rcmained there,

that Jday being Sundaye.

4

Monday morning chetnen:y;uinth, wve croseed Stone River and took
our position (n the line of battle., The fight took place on December 31,
and oen Janu:ry 1, 1863, Ve remained on the field until the fourth of Janu-
ary, when we moved back to 3helbyville, went {nto camp, and remained there
until the last of June. Then we fell back to Tullahoma and crosced the Cume
berland Mountairs, with a lively fight bning kept up all the waye As we fell
back, ve crossed the Tennesgee River on pontoom bridges at Sheil Mounde Ve
went from there to Chattanoega and remained there until some time in Auguste
The Yaukees took poaition on the opposite zide 4f the river,
Ve fell back about thirty miles down into Ceorgia and allowed them to cross
over and move out on the Chickamauga battleground. As scon as General Longe
streets Division arrived, we marched back and attacked them, On Sentemher
19th and 20th we drove them back into Chattanoopa, about f{ftcen milcs, vith
a loss of about seventeen thousand mens Our own loss was heavy. Ve remained
in front of Chattanooga for uome time, leaving there for Knoxville, We went
as far as Sweetvater and stopped and returned to Chattancega. General longe
street's men going, we remained in front of Chattanaoga until the battle of

{issionary Ridge was fought on November 23, 24, and 295, 1883, Ve covered
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the retreat from the fleld on the night of the 25th and until darkness closed
the fight on the 26the I lost cne cye in the last engagement on that night,
After wading the Chickamauga River the next morning about two
o'clock, we arrived at Ringgold sbout five o'clock on the morning of the 27th,
We were on duty sixty-five hours uith about one half hour of sleep. ¥“e arrie
ved at Lalten on November ggi want into canp, and remained thexra {n wiater-
quarters until the first of February, when we were ordered to !{{assissippi,
Ve left lalton by rail to Artlanta and Weat “oint, Montgomery, and down the
river on boat to Selwma, Alabama, then by rail to lemopolas, Alabama, le
stayed thera about two weeks and returned to Dalton on March 2, Ve went to
our old enc;mpment and wake uyp éhe next morning to find a six inch snow on

the ground. A two days' snowballing followed., Ve remained there until

April 2&, when wa march out three milea north on the ¥, & A, ratlread

and took our positicn on Rrcky Face and came in contasct with Sherman’s
advancae That was the opening of the Atlante Campaigne This cempaign
lasted until the last days of September, During that time ve were under
fire continually, never at any time being for as long as tweuty=four hours
out of renge of minnie balls, caunon balls, and shell,

It is impossible for tcngﬁe to tell or pen to describa, If a
true picture could be held up before the men who stayed by their colors in
that cempeign, they themselves would almost doubt {ts truth, But (¢t {8 ime
pressed on the wminds of the men who astayed and saw every movement., Tt will
recain there until their dying day.

Va were at Lovejoy Station when the Atlanta campaign ended, and

we marched back to Palmetto znd remained twelve days. While at Palmetto



were left yet to be slaughtereds Wa left abouz October 14, 1864, and

moved back over the sanma line of the HWe & A, ratilroad to Daltom, where

wa had atarted from in April, 1864, Ve turned then south, crossed over

Sgnd Hountain, and stopped {n front of Necatur, Alabama. The Yankees vere .
well fortificd and ve moved on down to Tuscumbia, %e remained there a few
days and crossed the Tennescee River to Florence, Alabama, e laft there

in a heavy smowfall, moving {n the direcction of Nashville, by wvay of Mount
Measart, Coli=bia, Soring i1{11, and Franklin, Ve arrived at Hashville

after a tevribla battle at Franklin, with a heavy loss on each side.

Ve remained {n front of MNashville unt{l December 14, and then the

Yarkees moved out and attacked our lines. The fight lasted until late in the svene

ing of the 16th of December, 1864, That virtually closed thu war.

I was capturad vhen the line gava way, and was taken to Ceamp
Douglass, Chicago, Illinociss 1 remained thers nearly three months after the
surrender on account of refusing to take that iron-clad oath. I was released
June 20, 1865, upon takinpg the oath of all;éinnce to the United Stataes, I
returned heme after four years, one mﬁnth and nine days--from Miy 15, 1861

to June 24, 1865, I was {n active gervica on the front all of that time, and

hsve seen a3 much service as any one hoy did.
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