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Gapt. Alfred Piirtle Récalls What|

Happened at Stons 'Bi‘véir i
"December 31, 1862._ |
§ SR TR T ey e Lt ":.._%

DEATH OF COL. FORMAN|

o s s—— |

spicuous Valor.

. ‘tey Altred Pirtla)

! o ‘the holiday season here are

mingled with my _jmemorles of}®

chiidhood Christmas  times,” ‘7a:
miniscences of Christmes week of 1863
A% that time I was ordnBnce :
the First Division of the Centsr, Army

of the Cumberland, Feasral Army, Gen. e
Levell H. Rousseau, commanding. Gena' ;
Roussesu had been & citizen of Louis<

wville for mmany years rwhen;thw ,gg‘y‘u;y}f
nroke out, and he had early in the sum
mer of 1881. gone over to ipdians, and
on the banks of the Ohio, some tWo mileg

below Jeffersonville, raised more than a

regiment of infsntry and & battery of

artillery for the Unlon Army. His ca-
reor had been extraordinary, and in the
tall of 1863, he bad rlsen to the vank

Young ‘Loulsville Soidier Had|
* Won High Rank by Con- '/}

‘officer of |

rear of the First Michigan Battery look-
ing’ towards the dark ‘cedars, wheré the
eneriy ‘were,  beeause, of the, factithat
nong’.of them ‘were in aight ‘on’ the. oid
cottoli flelds over which they had ‘driven
our, fien and none of our forges wers be-
yond:tte front formed by these two bat-
and .their supporta bt

% A Hinali’ space . 1ay "befo

tumblke, en & small: pateh. of;

o| oW many lines there Wwere, were 800N

charge and
Lk Bl ey 2roe iy

open and, as they said, ‘“they had any |
show at all.”

2. Batteries’ Great Work.

¥

- While concealed in the cedars the ene-
my had formed for the third chargs, in
several lines of battle, -long enough to
overlap the front of the "two batteries;

kidden in the smoke., They came with a
rush, and completely extended, at which
instant our batterles opened on them with
8. deafening roar, an incessant fire, un-
ceasingly throwing twenty or twenty-four
Pounds of bullets. at each . report across
the small’ space *heiween - the. coming
the .gun#.” I :found myself at|

s

| tallon of the Nineteenth United States In-
| regular brigade,
| who seemed determined te have  those|:

«| cannon served as those guns were {them..
| Before the recoll was expended the gun-

| pleces intu position

‘| knowing I had never been under fire he-|

t-bet th’gwn'zﬁm@mi:
in company with Major Loomis and Ma-
jor Carpenter, commander of the "bat-

fantry and by senlority commanding the
Like me, they were fas-|'
cinated by the rash bravery ﬁot our foes,

guns, cost what it might. I never: 'saw

ners grasped the spokes and threw  the
like lightning, the
sponge was run in,’ turned and Wwith-
drawn, the load sent home and the blece
fired, Such a roar was deafening and our
litle group communicated by signs.: " o,

When I first told my friends at -home
about thig ‘moment of thrilling interest,
some one asked me If I was afrald,

gore. To Ithm I sﬂild,m"l aq.,not,xiememi‘:
er that was afraid, or:consclons’ of
“the' danger, but- I was #o Bllp "fvﬁ’t‘x;tﬁe
sense of the great excitement and.'im-
portance of repulslng the enemy that I
wished that they had but a single neck._,,
that I might cut it off with one stroke
of my saber.”. 1T 8
And the enemy! They were
across the fleld, firing and shouting. Wej
could not hear them, but we got a sight
now and then of their waving arma and |
weapons, while every moment a bulle

running(] @

The afmy had been marching

- hissed near us, or we could see somg Z ¢
of or gemeral, and his command Was wan in the batteries fall, or p%hg%s a aQ "y
the sirongest division in that part of the horse, rear, plunge and drop. ¢ kept, ?) e
Cumberland, commanded | our gaze fastened on the charge comm} , 3 1%
Army of the 4 N ing, coming, coming on like the breakers| - [ /2
by Maj.-Gen. George H.-Thomes, comi~ of the sea, always nearer at esch suc- D)
moander: of the Center, in Maj.-Gen. ceeding wave. T o IR
f{&sectwaa’ army. : ) s 1 -But men were not yet born who .coul&, it
and &t J

the same iime fighting, slncs ths morn-
ing of December 26, with the Conféder-

ates under Gen. Bragg, and on the com- |
ing night on December 80, both armies |.

went jnts bivouae, not far from Mug-
freesboro, Tenn., gn the banks of Stone’s

rivar—the battle jg now known es Murs|{’
like- o

freesboro, and Stgne river—it s
1y the latter has been used the more.
+ I had under my charge
six-mule army wagons, {ully ioaded with
aramounition for small arms, and for-can-
non—rememnber &ll this was for muzzle
loading pleces. N

You shal] not be detained with a gen-
eral account of the batile, but I shail
try tc give you gomé impressions of the
battle ag I maw it er had a part in it

The whele sarmy had been aroused be-
fore it was good daylight on Wednes-
day, Deocember 31. Very soon theresfter,
the mounds of firing wers borme to our
ears, from the westward, which was on
the Pederal right. Our division had been
moving southward on the turnpike that
led inte Murfreeboro from Nashville. As
I had been given orders to keep: my'
train up within a& short distance of the
last troops of ouxr division, I waw not far
fropy them, When they . moved into a
dense grove of cedar itrees, on the west
side of the road, and dissppeared 'into
what {8 now the lustris “Cedars.” ‘

I gulded my trala, untll it had moved
up to the ,summit of a slight hill; from

which I bad & clear view of tha sleared.|.
. Eround in every direotion.’ It mave uponl.

all sldes an uninterrupies c©ir:* of the
iny of the lapd. This view i had tsken
of surroundings: was. .of-great value in
the events that came soon. . . £

The sounds of battle on the right wrow!

. louder and more marked, the mmali-arma

Aring iporeasing every moment. For half!

a mile there was a cotton fleld to the
right, which had been picked clean, leav-
ing only the dead planis., Across this a
few men straggled leisurely towards the
way we had come, noW our rear: an am-.
bulance came into view; squad of 80l-
diers followed it rapidly. ?aaw moere un- .
hurt men every moment; it looked hadly
for us, am the crowd gréw larger guickly.
A color bearer with the colors thrown
carelessly over his shoulders took his
way to the rear, and the apace before me
became mo full of men, so disorganized,
{1 utea.red it would pecome ancther Buli
n. . '

In no time there were hundreds of fugi-
tives crowded among the ambulances and
cannon, intent on reaching the turnpike
from the cedars and to take the route
for Nashville. - a

Rousseau’s Orders.

Out of the

ced s "o @ batterv at a

Corve-aavel |,

COL. JAMES B. FORMAN, ™
Young ecidier from ‘Loulsville, who
. . wag killed at Stone: River,

3

Lylng scattered on the surfdce of the
cotton patch were some dead men and
some. wounded ones, all in gray, and the
latter moved now and then, though not
much; the cedars lay farther away, glv-
ing®no eigns of life, but all' eyes were
directed there, for those shaded depths
held  the enemy, and unless they came
out we would have to go in there in pur-
sult, i n

As I looked an officer on foot, sword in
hand, sprang into view with a ahout; in-
stantly the edge of the timber was alive
with'imen, with a mass of arms, legs,
heads, guns, waving swords, gray uni-
forms, brown uniforms, shirt sleeves, and
the eénemy were coming, yeliing, leaping,
running, For a few iumm‘ not a shoty
end then a man or two stap?ed Jong
enough to throw up his plece te fire at
us, keep .yelling and run. forward to
make up the ground he had lost, What
order. had been given I had .not heard,
when: the twelve cannons were’ fired as
one, dovering them with an' irnpenetrable
cloud of smoke, into which the batteries

fired: as {ast as men could-lopd.: .
How Battery Was Handls

Ltactics ofzhandling the guns of thesa,two

" batteries, which -are miich more laborigus

and slower than those now used and per-

taining tp.the breechloaders. . feven.men :tmn oF Amprican: aldiery: - i
constituted a gun crew, “Alm'the gun” Colonel Forman Slain. '+ o ‘1
is first ordered, v I e : . ‘ . T
Then Mo, 1 stands at the-right of the| YOV Will remember. that I have.pre-|¢
muzzle outside the wheel.' ~y .. | Viously, spoken of the stout and deter-
"No. 8 stands at the. lefi outside. the mined resistance put up by the Bederals
wheel. .. . © gy .. |during the long, straggling contest that|
No: 8 en the right and in ling with the | hed Jasted from almost the first attack |y
braloch." ) N Q‘\’ ot e of B;azz at v_da.ybren.k. vIn one of thoase | g
No, 4 on'the left and inlne with'the | 2ffrays, just before the coming of Van|{
brﬁ%@k i 5 ’i‘tt a hatf. 4 Pelt's battery from the cedars, the Fif-{¢
betuaea Thae on agd °thems1mber Kg{ teenth Kentucky Federal Infantry had|y
Iimber ig the chest on the front axle that |8 &evere engagement: and lost heavily;{t
carriés the ammunition,) """ "' |having the terrible experience of losing)g
ﬁg:{,g :ttg;‘g: l?:h:x}:lg "&Tbﬁf,} ber+ +« . |thelr colonel, James B. Forman, and be- |}
Then to “load,” No. 3 jumps to the|Ing& compelled to leive his body in'the|r
\t'::g{aecéx gnda plleict?erm;a&etgvthu%% ‘;;;gi hands of the enémy. This remarkable|®
. ' T young man was a citizen of Louisville, ] ¢
or touch-ho ksl
Eo eltgsacghl; xw?e)nft 22 tpbr:tss :.?r v;);‘i‘l’rxn:t‘) foue where he was born and reared. ‘At the | 1
ter.’ No.'1 jumps inside the line of the |outbreak of the Civil war, though not yét]e
.‘iV,’{!egl, and Lgffqt sg@h‘.g that No.as i3 ‘in’ ﬁr}‘his nr‘m‘jorléy, ‘Eekespauied the Unlonie
MoootolF bt b 6L I Lo R ne el obdn  nnd in Sontamhen 1RE

e, P B a0 gy el g e '|'which. lost 207 men out of 402;
t:i'this- point in 15v-ierratize Ll
Glgress in.order to pui on- record the’

longer face. that' storm of iron sweepx
ing déath and;, destruction,6 to all in’
its path. Theéy broke, they iled, some
taking refuge in the small clump of tre

I 'have'mentioned. Our fire ceased. A:é
cheers of victory rose from the manly
throats of our- brave cannoneers which
was taken up on the right and left as{
soon as it was seen that the charge had
been repulsed, followed by a general
hand-shaking, that was changed into a
frenzy of cheers at the rush of the Sec-|
ond OQhlo : Infantry into the bunch of

bushes that has been spoken of, return-
ing with a captured flag and a body of
prisoners.

Turning my back on this scene I ex-
tracted my wagons from their crowded
position taken so hurriedly, and as of-
ficers were demanding ammunition, I is-
sued it to all comers, knowing that the
situation demanded no sticking on for-
mallties. As each wagon had painted on
it, plainly, the caliber of the cartridges,
contalned in it, the distribution was rapid
and correct. I was nterrupted in jssu-
ing ammunition by a battery of the ene-
my getting the range of the wagon tops,
and the first thing I knew shot began to
fly ‘around us, and one of them struck
the wagon I wasa issuing from. I lost no
time, but sprang to the ground and
gpread myself out about as thick as a
sheet of paper, expecting that the load |
would explode, but it didn’'t, and there-
upon I took theé hint and moved my train
to a safe place in_the rear.

After this my dutles kept me in thel.
rear with my train, so that:I saw: but]
little of the fighting, yet for two or three |-
days the Confederate cavalry kept us|
moving from place to place to:keep. in
touch with the troops sent to protect us.
In the four days of the battle I-issued
100,000 rounds of small-arm cartridges and |'
twenty wagonioads of fixed artillery am-
munltion. The recorded reports of the
Confederates. . show that there &re  en-
gaged in attack on the batterles the Bix-
teenth Tennessee Infantry, Col. Bavage, |
T L] Infant Col ﬁthaE hltlh'
ennessee Infantry,  Col, Moagre (who.
died of ris “v/umis), whieh rﬁ’:’ 306 lgeri'
out of 425, aua the Thirtieth Arkansas
Intantry, which lost'during the' 'day nines
ty-five men out ofi 206, making, a striking |
demonstration of the bravéry :anddevow]:
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