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The offieers in battle and on the margh h i
, ;]);a.isl?dworthy attlo ar ave conducted themselves in
ginig gtag gn (gf)l. John N. Clarkson, commanding First Brigade, Vir-
I am, very respeotfully, your obedient servant,
Aoting Assiste il WOODS,
) cling Assistant Adjutant-G A
Maj. Gen. J. B. FLoYD. T s

DECEMBER 8, 1862.—Skirmish near Kimbrough's Mill, Mill Creek, Tenn.

REPORTS.

go. ;.—Brig. Gen. Joshua W. 8il], U. 8. Army.
0. 2.—Col. Harvey M. Buckley, Fifth Kentack i
Y Infantry, commanding b
No, 3.—Col, Charles Anderson, Ninety-third Qhio I.nfa,ntg: § brigude.
No. 4.—Lieat. Col. Milton Barnes, Ninety-seventh Ohio Infantry.
Ko. 5.—Capt. T. R. Palmer, inapector First Division, Twenty-first Army Corps.

No. 1.
Report of Brig. Gen. Joshea W. 8ill, U. 8. Army,

o our £ Oamp Mmn.y. OREREK, December 6, 1862—7 p. m.
ENERAL: Our forage train was attacked by caval and arti
to-day. I presume it was Wheelor's command, y‘We harfi 1 ma?lrtllxliﬁ;g
3?\915 i20 :«)‘:g%id.w The e:emytgaptured 8 of the wagons of Hascall's

ere out on the . i i
bodod tc’) TOTTO g, same road. Will send youn written
2 J. W. BILL,
General MoQOoox, i ~Goneral

No. 2,
Eeport of Qol. Harvey M. Bmkbg;% Kentucky Infomtry, commanding

HEADQUARTERS FoUuRTH BrigaDE,
December 7, 1862.

CAPTAIN: The following is a brief statement of the skirmi
texl'delig;zt bebweer_n the er:lem{;1 a:tz‘d the guard of forage traitﬁmmh on yes
] camp in command of the First Qhio, Ninety-thi i
Fifth Kentucky, and two sections of Battery H, Arrivs;d al;‘(tlhggé?ﬁ: EE
dicated by forage-master to fill the train about noon of yesterday, which
place ia a.bc_mt_? miles from this camp. We discovered the enem 3; abont,
oge—halt‘ mile in front of us, numbering about 15 or 20 mounted men
Lientenant Ludlow, of battery, brought his guv to bear upon them.
and ﬁred_two shots, aftor which they disappeared. I then ordered th(;
Firgt Ohic to the front and right to protect the wagons, which were
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gathering forage near Kimbrough’s Mill. The Fifth Kentucky wasthrown
to the front, and left to protect the wagons foraging near Ham’s house.
The Third Indiana Cavalry, of two companies, under Captain Vanos-
dot, were ordered to the front, and here I would gay that no men could
have bebaved better than those two companies, nor could any one have
maneuvered them to better advantage than the captain in commaud.
We bad arrived upon the ground but a very short time before we were
attacked to the front and left, for particulars of which I refer you to
Colonel Barnes' report, forwarded herewith. Having filled as many
wagons as we could without bringing the train into camp after night, I
ordered the two sections of artillery in advance of the train,and thie First
Ohio immediately in advance of the artillery. Hearing at this time
pretty heavy firing of cannon in front, the Fifth Kentucky was ordered
forward in rear of the First Ohio and the artillery, the Ninety-third Ohio
having been left in the rear to protect the train, as well as the Ninety-
seventh Obkio und Captain Vanosdols cavalry. We had proceeded
bat a short distance toward camp before we discovered the eneiny drawn
up in pretty strong force before us. I ordered up one piece of artillery,
and opened fire upon them. We were answered by artillery, but they
800D gave way,upon which we proceeded on to camp, arriving there near
sundown.

As to what happened in our rear about the time of ocur leaving for
camp, I refer you to Colonel Anderson’s report, who had command of
the rear guard. As to the part taken by the First Ohio, I would refer
you to report of Major Stafford, filed herewith.* On. of my escort is
missing ; another had his horse wounded.

The eonduct of the men and officers engaged would have satisfied the
most exacting. [ am indebted to my aide, Lieutenant Harman, of the
Ninety-third Ohio, for his energy and promptness in carcyiug all orders.
The only loss from the train of thiz division is one wagon of the battery,
which was destroyed by ourselves, the mules having become unraly and

broken the tongne,
H. M. BUCKLEY,
Oolonel, Commanding Fourth Brigade.
Captain STEABRNS,

No. 3.
Report of Ool. Charles Anderson, Ninety-third Ohio Infantry.

CAMP NEAR NASHVILLE, December 6, 1862.

Sm: Inobedience to yonr order to take charge of the defense of the
rear of the forage train, I halted my command this evering at about 3
o'cloek parallel with, and close to, its rear. Whilst waiting in this po-
sition for the trains to move on, upon the top of the hill, a little west of
the Franklin and Lebanon road, and southwest from the house of Mr.
Ham, and above that of , I saw a number of the encmy, on foot,
and led by three horsemen, rushing down the valley which lies to the
north of my position, in a westerly direction. They made great clamor by
shouting, and their purpose evidently was to intercept the train in its
march homeward upon the slope of the hill, and at the bend of the road
88 it enters into the valley. I iinmediately ordered my regiment to

* Not found.
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Acting Assistans Adjutant- Qeneral,
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No. 4.
Report of Ideut. Uol. Milton Barnes, Nincty-seventh Okio Infantry.

HpQErs. NINETY-SEVENTH REGT. OHIO VOL. INFANTRY,
December 6, 1862.

CoLoNEL: In compliance with your order to report the part taken by
the Ninety-seventh Regiment as escort for the forage train in our en-
counter with the enemy this day, and the result, I have the honor to
report the following, viz:

Under your instructions, I preceeded with the regiment, in charge of
the Twenty-first Brigade train, to the outposts of General Sill's division,
where I found a train on the route from that division with ar escort of
three regiments, commanded. by Colonel Buckley. He informed me that
it would not be safe to venture out beyond with ore regiment only, and
suggested that I should accompany him, and unite our forces, which I
did, and reported to him for orders. I proceeded, following in the rear
of his train to a point about 2 miles beyond a brick church, on the rail-
road. Herethe whole train had halted. Ihad previously thrown three
companies to the rear of our own brigade train, and the quartermaster
in charge had reported the train all right, { then went forward, after
heavy firing in the advance, and met Colonel Buckley, who immediately
ordered me forward, with five companies of my command, to support the
Louisville Legion, which I did, taking with me the remaining two also.
I formed iv order of battlein the rear of that regiment, and deployed one
company (Company E, Captain Egan) to the left. This company ad-
vanced as gkirmishers until they reached the brow of the hill on the laft,
bearing to the front through a piece of woods into an open field, where
they diseovered the enemy in force, mounted. Several rounds were fired
by them and several from the enemy, which, overreaching them, took
effect in the battle-line of the regiment, resuliing in the death of 1 man
and the slight wounding of another, I then moved across the ravine
through the woods to the support of my skirmishers, and gained a posi-
tion under the brow of the hill, and discovered there a large body of
rebel cavalry, retreating and bearing around to the right, at a distance
beyond the range of musketry. Considerable firing was now heard on
our right and in our rear,and I saw the Louisville Legion retreating

back the road toward the train, T awaited orders, but receiving none,
I moved slowly back to where I had first left the train, which still re-
mained there, but Colonel Buckley had gone back some distance toward
the railroad, with a portion of his forces and battery, and I suppose was
engaging a rebel battery which Ilearned had been planted in our rear, and
was attempting to cat off our retreat. By this time it became evident
that we were almost, if not quite, surrounded, and would have to cat our
way throngh. The train I found was moving rapidly to the rear. In the
mean time I had received no orders what to do. I agreed with Colonel
Anderson, of the Ninety-third Ohio Volunteers, to take the left and he the
right of the road and between us preserve the train. Here was a eurve
in road to the left, around & hill. ¥ proceeded across the curve to inter-
sect the road again. While doing so, a furious charge was made upon
the train from the right by a regiment of rebel infantry and of cavalry
from the woods on the opposite side of the hill, but Colonel Anderson
coming up promptly, they gave way., I was woving rapidly in that
direction, when I received an order from Colonel Buckley to form in
order of battle on the right of the road, and move to the front to sup-
port the battery, which I did, the train still moving on in that direction.
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When I came in sight of the enemy, they were rotreating in all direc-
tions, and we passed asafely throngh. My loss in men was 1 killed and
1 wounded. The Twenty-first Brigade train, the only one I was au-
thorized to guard, came safely into eamp. Several teams belonging to
the Sixth Division, variously estimated at 6, 12, and 14, were reported
as having been captured while out foraging on their own account with-
out a guard, but I know nothing of this officially. The loss to the train
was only 2 mules shot.

I bave the honor to remain, colonel, your obedient servant,

) i M. BARNES,
Lieut. Ool. Ninety-seventh Regt. Ohio Volunteer Infamiry.
Colonel WAGNER
Oommanding .;I'wmty- -first Brigad

No. b,

Beport of Oapt. T. B. Palmer, Ins_gcctor First Division, Twenty-first Army
orps.

Hngqrs. FIRST DIvIsION, TWENTY-FIRST ARMY Oorpy,
February 2, 1863,

OAPTAIN: In compliance with your order, I have investigated the
facts connected with the loss of certain wagons from a forage train of
this d;nslon, December 6, 1862, and respectfully present the following
report:

Atthe time when the eapture took place, General Orders, No. 30, had
not been received, and foraging was done by brigades. This was not
the result of any order, general or special, but simply a custom for the
time being. It was not customary, however, for these brigade trains to
be composed exclusively of wagons from a single brigade. With each
brigade train were sent out foraging wagons from division headquarters,
from the ammunition train, and from the general supply train. Besides
this, if, as frequently occurred, especially with the batteries, either of
the other brigades had not forage enough to last until its regular time
for foraging should arrive, teams enoagh were sent from them to obtain
asupply. It was not customary in such cases to send additional escort
with snch surplus wagons, but only sufficient men to load them, and all
the wagons were regarded as one train under the same escort, equally
entitled to the protection of the escort. 8o completely did all constitute
one train, that the brigade quartermaster in charge of the train would
generally receipt for the forage obtained by these extra wagons, and
arrange accounts with the other guartermasters on his return.

On ecember 2, four days previons to the capture, the Fifteenth Bn
gade forage train had taken with it several wagons of the Twenty-first
Brigade without any additional escort, and Lieutenant Sterne, quarter-
master, Fifteenth Brigade, had receipted for the forage obtained by those
wagons. That train had also obtained part of its forage in the same
flelds where the wagons were captured December 6. What wagons, and
how many, shonld be allowed to be attached to any brigade train was
regulated i)y the division guartermaster, Capt. L. D. Myers.

Lieutenant-Colonel Barnes, Ninety-seventh Ohio, who commanded the
escort, evidently regarded himself as in charge only of the wagons of
the Twenty-first Brigade. He is & man whose veracity and hopor as a
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entleman are above suspicion, but after carefnl examination I am
satisfied that, according to custom and general understanding, all the
wagons were equally under his protection.

Neither did the size of the train mako any unusnal escort necessary.
There were at that time five regiments in the Fifteenth and Twentieth
Brigades of this division, and their forage trains usaally numbered from
70 to 90 wagons. The Twenty-first Brigade had then but four regiments,
and on that day had only about 60 wagons in the forage train, includ-
ing those of the Fifteenth Brigade.

During the advance of the train no distinction was made by Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Barpes between the wagons properly belonging to the
Twenty-firat Brigade and others. His regiment marched in & bedy in
front of the entire train. Six wagons from division headquarters led
the train; several ammunijtion wagons (not considered as belonging to
any brigade) were in the train. The wagons of the Fifteenth Brigade
were in the rear simply because it was the most convenient place for
them to file in with the train as it started. After passing the camp of
(General Sill’s division, two pieces of artillery followed the train, show-
ing thatthe wagons of the Fifteenth Brigade were considered part of the
frain and under the escort. Up to this time, December 6, it was not
known that any train bad been attacked, nor had the enemy indicated
his presence. As Lieutenant-Colonel Barnes came to General Sill’s
division, Le was told that a reconnaissance had discovered the enemy
in front, and he was advised to unite his train with General Sill’s, just
starting. This was done, General Sill’s train taking the advance.

Upon arriving where forage could be obtained, according to custom,
the forage-master estimated how many wagons could be filled, and de-
tached them from the rear. These 156 wagons filed to the right and left
into corn-fields; that on the left adjoining the road, that on the right
only separated from the road by Mill Creek, easily forded. Four
wagons were loaded, started back, and arrived in camp safely. The
other wagons, while loading, no one of them more than 300 yards from
the road, were attacked and captured. The other T wagons, belonging
to the Fifteenth Brigade, had passed on with the rest of the train. The
train had advanced but a short distance when firing was heard at the
front, perhaps 14 miles from where these wagons were loading. Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Barnes ordered three companies to halt, wait for the train
to pass, and cover the rear, while he moved to the front with the other
seven companies, in obedience to Colonel Buckley’s order. Not more
than 100 rods in advance of where these wagons were loading, the road
turns to the right and ascends a hill among cedars, At the foot of this
hill were the three companies, while the wagons were parked on the
top of the hill or scattered to the right and left for forage. The two
pieces of artillery also moved to the front, leaving the rear unprotected,
except by three companies. While a brisk skirmish was going on in
front, a body of rebel cavalry, perhaps 300 in number, came along Mill
Creek, on our right, under cover of the hill, around the point of hill that
here separates the road from the creek, crossed the road, captured the
wagons, and took them behind a hill, on ourleft, and still farther to our
rear. Upon this last bill the rebels had planted artillery, which com-
manded the corn-fields where the wagons had been loading and the road
itself, completely cutting off retreat. Shortly after this our troops came
back from the front, engaged their artillery, and drove them back, thus
securing a safe passage homeward for the train.

From the best information I can obtain, these wagons were not an
unnsual distance from the road nor from the rest of the frain. The
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LEFT WING.
Maj. Gen., THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN.

FIRsT (LATE S1XTH) DIVISION.

El.; Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. WooOD,

2.) Brig. Gen. M1r.o 8. HascaLL.
First (late Fifteenth) Brigade. Sscond {late Twenty-first) Brigade.
(L.} Brig. Gen. Mo 8. HABCALL, Col. GEORGE 1), WAGNEER.

{2.) Col. GEORGE P. BUELL.

15th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Gustavus A
106tk Illineis, Col. Frederick A, Bartleson. Wood

58th Indiana : 40th Indiana:
Col. George P. Buell. Col. John W, Blake.
Lieut. Col. James T, Embrve. Lieut. Col. Eliaa Neff.
34 EKentucky: Maj. Henry Leaming.
Col. Samuel McKee. 57th Indiana:
Maj. Daniel B. Collier. Col. Cyrus C. Hines.
26th Ohio, Capt. William: H. Bquires. Lieut. Col. George W. Lennard,

Capt. John 8. MoGraw.
97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane.

Third (late Twentiath) Brigade.
Col, CHARLES . HARKER.

Slat Indiana, Col. Abel D. Btreight.
73d Indiana, Col. Gilbert Hathaway.
13th Michi?n, Col. Michael Shoemaker.
64th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Alexander MoIlvain,
65th Ohio:

Lieut. Col. Alexander Cassil.

Maj. Horatio N. Whitbeok.,

Artitlery.*
Maj. B2YMOUR RaCE.

8th Indiana Battery, Lisut George Estep.
10sh Indians Battery, Capt. Jerome B. Cox.
fith Chio Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley.

SrooND (LATE FOURTH) DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. JoHN M, PALMER.

First (late Tweniy-sccond) Brigade. Second {late Ninetoonth) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. CHARLES CRUFT. Col. WiLL1am B. HAZEN.
31t Indians, Col. Joho Qsborn. | 110th Illinois, Col. Thomas 8. Casey.
st Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart. |  9th Indiana, Col, William H. Blake,

2d Kentucky, Col. Thomas 1).” Sedge- |  6th Kentncky, Col. Walter C. Whits-
wick, : ker.
90th Ohio, Col. Isaac N. Roga. 41st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley.

* The Eighth Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Seo-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to the Third Brigade.
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Third (late Tenth) Brigade.
Col. WILLIAM GROSE.

84th lineis, Col. Louis H. Waters.

36th Indians:
Maj. Isaac Kinley.
Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.

#3d Kentucky, Maj. Thowas H. Hamrick.

G6th Ohio, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:
Col, P}‘Irederi’ci‘k C. Jones. )
Maj. Henry Terry. i
C:i])t. Enoch Weller.
Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill.

Arillery. |
Capt. WiLLIaM E. STAWDART. ‘

isi Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E Standart.
let Ohio, Battery F:

Capt. Daniel T, Cockerill.

Lieut. Norval Osburn.
4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C. Parsons.

THIRD (LATE FIrTH) DIVISION.

(1.) Brig. Gen. HoraTiO P. VAN CLEVE,
(2.) Col. SAMUEL BEATTY,

Firet (lats Eleventh) Brigade. Second (late Fourteenth) Brigads,
(1.; Col. SAMUEL BEATTY. Col. James P, FyYree.
(2.) Col. BERJAMIN C. GRIDEE.
44th Indiana:
78th Indiana, Col. Frederick Knefler. Col. William C. Williams.
9tk Kentucky : Lient. Col. 8imecn C. Aldrich,
Col. Benjamin C, Grider, B6th Indiana, Lieat. Col. George F. Dick.
Lieut. Col. George H. Cram. 13th Ohio:
11th Eentucky, Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley. Col. Joseph G. Hawkins.

Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.

19th Ohio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson. af , §
59th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William Howard.

Third (late Twenty-third) Brigade.
Col. BAMURL W. PRICE. |

35th Indisna, Col. Bernard F. Mullen,
8th Kentucky :
Lieunt, Col. Reuben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddus.
21st Eentucky, Lieut. Col. James C. Evans,
Slst Ohio, Lient. Col. Richard W. MoClain.
99th Ohio:
Col. Peter T. Swaine,
Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins.

Artillery,
Capt. GEORGE R. SwaLLOW.

7th Indiana Battery, Capt. Goeorge R. Swallow.
Ponusylvania, Battery B (26th), Lieut. Alanson J. Stevens.
34 Wisoonein Battery, Lient. Cortland Livingston.
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the movement of the army till another could be constracted, the stream
not being fordable at or near that point.

Shortly after this the enemy retired, and the Third Kentucky was
ordered to hold the bridge, which they do at this time. Having accom-
plished the work set before me, I was about arranging my men in camp,
and had got the One hundredth Illinois in position to cover the front of
my proposed camyp, and the Twenty-sizth Ohio in position, when I found
myself suddenly attacked on my left lank by a force of the enemy’s cav-
alry,-who were endeavoring to cat their way tn the bridge. I immedi-
ately ordered the Twenty-sixth to change front forward on the left com-
pany, to resist the attack in that direction. ‘This repu}se(_l the attack,
Captain Munger’s company, of the One hundredth Tlinois, bad been
sent to the left to protect the flank of the regiment, and the enemy en-
deavored to cut them off and take them prisoners. The company tarved
upon them, fired, and demanded their sarrender; which, being declined,
they pressed upon them, drove them into the fence corners, and cap-
tured 24 of them, including Lieut. J. J. Seawell. They called themselves
“Alabama Partisan Rangers.” With them were captured 12 horses and
saddles and 12 guns. The residue of them made their escape by flight.
We took 10 or 12 other prisoners during the day, which I sent to the
rear. Iam not aware how much force we were contending with during
the day, but we took prisoners from six or sever different regiments,
principally Tennessee regiments.

For more minute particulars of the parts performed by the different
regiments and the battery, I refer you to their reports, inclosed.

All my officers and men did their duty nobly, and I feel that it woald
be unjust to partienlarize. How much credit we all deserve, I leave for
yourself and others 10 Jetermine. )

To my staff officers, Capt. Edmund R. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant-
general; Captain Roberts, of the Third Kentucky, commissary ; Lieut.
James E. Hume, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Warner, inspector-gen-
eral, I am under peculiar obligations,

The casualties are as follows :

One of the wounded has since died, and 4 or 5 more are thought to be
mortally wounded.

Tbe enemy’s loss, that fell into our hands, were 4 killed and 5 wounded.
We hear of many other killed and wounded being taken to the rear by
them.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

MILO &, IFASCALL
Rrigadier-General of Vols., Comdu. Firat Division. Left Wirzg.

COapt. M. P. BEsruw, _
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Left Wing.

Crar. XXXTL) THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 467
IIDQRs. FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DivisionN, Lerr Wing,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January §, 1863.

BIR: I have the houor to submit the following report of the opera.
tions o1 my brigade (formerty the Fifteenth Brigade, Sixth Division, but
ander the new nomenclatare the First Brigade, Dirst Division, left
wing) on the eveutful 31st of December, 1362 :

During the night of the 30th, I kad received nofice, throngh General
Wood, our division commarvicr, that the left wing (Crittenden’s corps)
would cross Stone’s River and attack the enemy ou his right. My bri-
gade was posted on the extreme left of our entire line of battle, and was
guarding and overlooking the ford, over wlich we were to cross.

On the morning of the 3Ist, heavy firing was heard on the extreme
right of our line (McCook’s corps), but as they had Leen fighting their
way all the distance from Nolensville, as we had from La Vergne, no
particular importance was attached to this, and I was getting my bri.
gade into position ready to cross as soon as General Van Cleve’s divis.
ion, which was then crossing, was over. All this time the firing on the
right became heavier and apparently nearer to us, and our fears began
to be aroused that the right wing was being driven rapidly back npon
us. At this juncture Van Cleve halted his division, and the most terri-
Dble state of suspense pervaded the entire left, as it became more and
more evident that the right was being driven rapidly back upon us,

On and on they came, till the heaviest fire was getting nearly around
to the pike leading to Nashville, when General Rosecrans appeared in
person, and ordered me to go with my brigade at once to the support of
the right, pointing toward our rear, where the heaviest fire was raging.
General Van Cleve’s division and Colonel Harker's brigade, of our divis-
ion, received the same order. I atonce chan ged the front of wy brigade
to the rear, preparatory to starting in the new direction, but had not
proceeded more than 200 yards in the new direction before the crowd
of fugitives from the right wing became so numerous, and the fleeing
mule teams and horsemen so thick, that it was impossible for me to go
forward with my commanad without its becoming a confused mass. I
therefore halted and awaited developments,

General Van Cleve and Colonel Harker, not meeting with &0 much
opposition, pressed torward and got into position beyond the railroad,
ready to open on the enemy as soon as our fogitives were out of the
way. They soon opeued fire, joined by sowme batteries and troops be-
louging to the center (General Thomas’ corps) and Estep’s battery, of
wy brigade, and, atter aboat one hour’s firing along this new line, dur-
ing which time | was moving my command from point to point, ready
to support any troops that most needed it, the onslaught of the enemy
seemed to be in a great measure checked, and we had reasonable prob-
ability of maintaining this line. During all this time Iy men were ex
posed to a severe fire of shot and shell from a battery on the other side
of the river, and several were kiijed.

About this time an aide of General Palmer came galloping up to me
and said that, unless he could Le supported, his division would have to
give way. Palmer’s division formed the right of General Crittenden’s
line of battle on the morning of the 31st.  After eousulting with Gen-
eral Wood, be ordered nie to send a regiment to sapport General Pal-
wer; aceordingly 1 sent the Third Kentueky Regiment, commande by
Liout. Col. Samuel MeKee.

Before the regiment had been ten minutes iu its new position, Capiain
Keratetter, my adiutant-gereral, reported to me that Colonel MeKee had
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been killed, aud the regiment badly cut up. I therefore moved at once,
with the other three regiments of my command, to their relief.

The line they were trying to hold was that part of our original line
of batile lying immediately to the right of the railroad. This portion
of our original line, about two regimental fronts, together with two
fronts to the left, held by Colonel Wagner's brigade, was all of our
original line of battle but what our troops had been driven from; and
if they succeeded in carrying this they would have turned our left, and
a total rout of our forces could not then have been avoided.

Sceing the inportance of the position, I told my men it must be held,
eveq if it cost the last man we had. I immediately sent in the Twenty-
sixth Ohio, commanded by the gallant Maj. William H. Squires, to take
position on the right of the Third Kentucky, and support them, and
dispatched an aide for Estep’s Eighth Indiana Battery to come to this
point and open on the enemy. No sooner had the Twenty-sizth got
into position than they became hotly engaged, and the numercus dead
and wonnded that were immediately brought to the rear told how des-
perate was the contest.

The gallant Lientenant MeClelland, of that regiment, was brought to
the rear mortally wounded, and expired by my side in less than five
winutes from the time the regiment took position ; still the fight went

.on, and still brave men wentdown. TheThird Kentucky, now reduced

to less than one-half its original numbers, with ten ount of its fourteen
remaining officers badly wounded, were still bravely at work.

In less than ten minutes after the fall of Lientenant-Colonel McKee,
the gallant Maj. Daniel R. Collier, of that regiment, received two severe
wounds—one in the leg and the other in the breast. Adjntant Bulliti
had his horse shoi under him ; but nothing could induce either of them
tu leave the field. Equally conspicuous and meritorious was the con-
duct of Major SBquires and Adjutant Franklin, of the Twenty-sixth Ohio.
Major Zquires’ horse was shot three times through the neck ; never-
theless. lie and all his officers stood by throughout, and most gallantly
sustuired and evcouraged their men.

[step’s baitery came up in due time, and, taking position on a little
rise of gronnd in rear of the Twenty-sixth OQhio and Third Eentucky,
opened a terrible fire of shot and shell over the heads of our infantry.

In about one hour after the Twenty-sixth Ohio got into position this
terrible attack of the enemy was repulsed, and they drew back into the
woods, and under cover of an intervening hill, fo reform their shattered
columns and renew the attack.

I now took a survey of the sitnation, and found that along the entire
line to the right aud left of the railroad, which had not yet been carried
by the enemy. I was the only general officer present, and was, there-
fore, in command, and respongible for the conduet of affairs. Colonel
Hazen, commaunding a brigade in General Palmner’s division, was present
with his brigade, to the left of the railroad, and Colonel Grose, com-
manding another brigade in the same division, wus also present with
what there was left of his brigade, and most nobly did he co-operate
with me with the Sixth and Twenty-fourth Ohie, to the right of the
railroad, while Colonel Wagner, commanding the Second Brigade, in
the st Division, left wing, nobly sustained his front, assisted by
Colouel Hazen, to the left of the railroad.

I now relieved the Thind Kentncky Regiment, which was nearly anni.
tilated and out of ammunition, with the Fifty-eighth Indiana Regiment,
ot my brigade, commanded by Col. George P. Buell, and this, being a
much larger regiment than the Third Kentncky, fifled up the eutire
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space from where the right of the Third Kentucky rested fo the rail-
road. I then threw forward the right of the Sixth Ohio Regiment, of
Colonel Grose’s brigade, whick was on the right of the Twenty-sixth
Ohio, so that its line of battle was more nearly perpendicular to the
railroad, and so that its fire would sweep the frout of the Twenty-sixth
Ohio and Fifty-eighth Indiana, and supported the Sixthk Ohio with
Estep’s battery, on a little eminence to its right, and Lrought up the
Ninety-seventh Ohio, Colonel Laue, from Wagner’s brigade, to still
turther strengthen the right.

This dispositien being made, I galloped a little to the rear, and found
General Rosecrans, and called his attention to the importauce of the
position I was holding, and the necessity of keeping it well supported.
He rode to the front with me, approved the disposition I had wade,
spoke a few words of encouragement to the meun, cautioning them to
hold their fire till the enemy got well up, and had no soouer retired than
the enemy emerged frow the woods and over the Lill, and were woving
upon us in splendid style and in iwmense force.  As souvn as they came
in sight, the Sixth and Twenty-sixth Ghio and Estep’s battery opened
on them, and did splendid execution. But on they came till withiz 100
yards of our line, when Colonel Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, who
lost 3 men, but had not fired a shot, ordered his men to fire, The effect
was indescribable. The enemy fell in windrows, and went staggering
back from the effects of this unexpected volley.

Boon, however, they came up again aud assaulted us fariously for
about one and a half Lours ; -but the men all stood their ground nobly,
and at the end of that time compelted the enemy to retire as before.

During the heat of this attack a heavy cross-fire was brought to bear
on the position I oecupied, and Corpl. Frank Moyer, Third Ohio Volun-
teer Cavalry, in command of my escort, was shot through the leg, and
wy adjutant-general, Capt. E. R. Kerstetter, was shot through his coat,
grazing his back.

The regiments all behaved splendidly again, and the Fifty-eighth
Indiana won immortal honors, Lieutenant Blackford, of that regiment,
wag shot dead, and several of the officers, including Captains Dowbey
and Alexander, badly wounded.

Estep’s battery was compelled to retire from the position assigned
g) after firing half « dozen rounds, but it did terrible execution wihile

ere,

The Bixth and Twenty-fourth Ohio did uoble service, as did the
Ninety-seveuth ; but their immediate commanders will, no doubt, allude
to them wore particularly, Thus ended the third assault apon the
position.

I should have remarked that the One hundredth Illinois Kegiment,
the other regiment composing my brigade, which was in reserve during
the first engagement described above, Lad, uuder instructions of Colo
nel Hazeu, woved to the front, ou the leti of the railroad, where thev
fought splendidly in all the actious that took place on the left of the
road. There was no formidable attack muade on them, though they
were almost constantly under fire of greater or less severity, particu-
larly from shot and shell, and suffered quite seriously in killed and
wounded. Lient. Morris Worthingham, of that regiment, was killed
while gallantly sustaining his men, and 6 other commissioned officers, -
cluding Major Hammond, were wounded. Their operations bein gtothe
left of the raiiroad and in a wood, did not so immediately come under
my personal observation; but their conduct, from Colonel Bartleson
down, was such as leaves nothiug to be desired.

The Fifty-eighth Indiana having now been over three hours in action,
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and the Twenty-sixth Olio about four hours, were exhausted and very
neariy out of ammunition. I, therefore, relieved the Fifty-eighth Ini:.
ana witk the Fortieth Indiana, from Colonel Wagner’s brigade, and the
Twenty-sixth Ohio was relieved by the Twenty-third Kentucky. There
was now not more than an hour of day left, and though the enemy was
continnally manenvering in our front, no formidable attack was made
upon us, except with artillery. The enemy having been three several
times repulsed from their attack on that position, seemed satisfied to
keep at a respectful distance, and the sun set upon us as maaters of the
sitnation.

We had sustained ourselves and held the only position of the original
line of battle that was held throughout by any portion of the army. To
have lost this position would have been to lose everything, as our left
would then have been turned, and uiter rout or capture inevitable.

To the * fearless spirits who hazarded and lost their lives on this eon-
secrated spot” the country owes a deep debt of gratitude. No purer
patriot, more upright man, and devoted Christian than Colonel Me.
Kee, of the Third Kentucky, ever offered up his life in defense of his
country.

To the members of my staff present with me or the fleld—Capt. Bd-
mund R. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. James B. Hume,
aide-de-camp, and Lieut. James K. Warner, inspector-general—I am
under the greatest obligations. They were constantly with me in the
thickest of the fight, ably and gallantly assisting me in every way pos-
sible. My escort was also faithful and efficient. With the exceptions
almtide{i alluded to, all of us were go fortunate as to get through un.
sca .

The casualties in our brigade were as follows: The Third Kentucky
Regiment went into action with 13 officers and 300 men, and lost—offi-
cers killed, 1; woanded, 9; enlisted men killed, 12; wonnded, 77; miss-
ing, 34. The Fifty-eighth Indiana Regiment went into action with 19
officers and 386 enlisted men, and lost—officers killed, 1; wounded, 4;
enlisted men killed, 16; wounded, 91. The One hundredth Illinois went
into action with 27 officers and 394 enlisted men,and lost—officers killed,
1; wounded, 6; enlisted wen killed, 5; wounded, 33. The Twenty-
sixth Ohio went into action with 12 officers and 374 enlisted men, and
lost—officers killed, 1; wounded,2; enlisted men killed, 9; wounded, 77.

BECAPITULATION.

The brigade went into action with 71 officers and 1,454 enlisted men
and lost—officers killed, 4; wounded, 21; enlisted men killed, 42;
wounded, 278 ; missing, 34. Total killed, wounded, and missing in bri-
gade, 379.

For more minute particulars of the parts performed by the different
regiments I transmit herewith their respective reports.

During the eveniug of the 31st I was notified that, in consequence of
the indisposition of General Wood and a wound received during the
day, he was relieved of the comwnand of the division, and that the sate
would devolve apon myself. I, therefore, turned over the command of
the brigade to Col. George P. Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, and
asgnmed the command of the division.

All of whieh is respectfnily submitted.

MILO 5. HASCALL,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Brigade.

Oapt. M. . BEsTOW,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Left Wing.
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIvisioN, LEFT Wing,
Murfreeshorough, Tenn., Janugry 10, 1863,

I bave the honor to submit the following report of the operations of
this division during the recent battles, after the command devolved
apon me, ou the evening of December 31, 1862

At that time the division was cousiderably scattered, as Colonel Har
ker’s brigade had beew in action during the S1st on the extreme right,
and had not returned. Colonel Wagner's was inr position to the left of
the railroad, where it had been in action during the day, and my bri.
gag(i) was to the right of the railroad. ’ y \

out 11 p. m. of that day Colonel Harker return: ith his bri

and the division was nnce more together. At thise%;;t]; ?;ig?gﬁ%
order to send all the wagons of the division to the rear, and, shortly
after this wus executed, [ received an order from General ’(}ritténden to
fall back, s that my right should rest on the position occupied by
Stokes’ battery, and my left on the right of General Palmer's divisfon
This brought the new line of the division about 500 yards to the rear of
the one of the day before. The line of the division was now nearly at
right angles with the railroad, with the center of the line resting on it—
the First Brigade, Colonel Buell, on the right; the Third, Colone! Har-
ker, in the center, and the Second, Colonel Wagner, on the left.

In this position we lay all the next day, January 1, with nothing more
to break the silence than picket firing and an occasional artillery dael
The division lost, however, several killed and wounded daring the day'
Each of my brigades was in line of battle, and I was ocenpying 8o much
:tf‘l!iovlil:i glril:.thwdkept thet menb qo;l?ltantly on the alert. Most of the other

ad one or two brj i
liegera o rad one or gades in reserve, and could, therefore, re-
e maintained this position during the night of the 1 i

8 o’clock in the morning of the 2d, t.lgm ba,tbegry o¢3c1:1pyi1&$z ?l]:g ?ngjt:rgoa?:
between brigades. At this time the enemy opened upon us the most
terrific fire of shot and shell that we sustained during the entire engage-
ment. It appears that during the night before they had ma.s.seniE a%:i
masked several batteries in our front, so they opened on us from a line
of batteries one-quarter of a mile long, all at once, They had our range
perfectly, so that their fire was terribly effective from the first §

Estep’s battery, on the right of my line, being in an exposed 'posit:io
and receiving a very heavy fire, had to retire at once; not howeve?
till 8o many horses had been killed as to render it neceo;sary "for two of
the pieces to be hauled to the rear by the infantry, Bradley’s batte
with Colonel Harker in the center, having a better position and lon gf
range guns, opened a brisk fire on the enemy in retnrn, and had evge
probability of maintaining their position until Stokes’ l;attery in thelg
rear, undertook to open on the enemy with grape, which took ,eﬂ‘ect on
Bradley’s men instead of the enemy, and cowpelled Bradley to retire
The infantry, however, along my entire line, though suffering severely
fro;}tthe ﬁne?g’ifﬁre, all maintained their position, 8 v

er ahout half an hour this firing ceased, and nothi

of note happened till about 4 o’clocgl; in the’aftem?)t(;)]:lu:)gff;lﬁ:?‘zlrawortiyt
this time General Van Cleve's division, which waa stationed {wmss
Stone’s River to our left, was suddenly attacked by a heavy force of the
enemy under Breckinridge, and so fierce was the onslanght that the
divigion was compelled to give way almost immediately.” General Jef-
ferson C. Davis and General Negley were immediately ordered to their
relief with their divisions, and, as soon as they had time to get over, th

attack was checked and the enemy began to retire r e



492 KY., MID, AND E. TENN., N. ALA,, AND 8W, VA, [(Cair. XXXTI,

At 9 p. m. we were ordered forward to relieve the Pioneer Brigade,
and the regiment was formed in rear of the Fifty-eighth Indiaua as a
support. This position was beld all night. There were no casnalties
in the regiment on this day.

On the morning of Janunary 2, the regiment was ordered forward to
relieve the One hundredth Illinois aud support the Eighth Indiana Bat-
tery, on our left flank, and the Board of Trade Battery, on the center and
right. Immediately after taking this position the batteries of the enemy
opened on our artillery, and severe fighting ensued.

During the day the enemy’s skirmishers, advancing under cover, an-
noyed our line, and were twice driven back by ocur own skirmishers.
1mmediately after sundown the regiment, with the brigade, were thrown
across the creek, and, being beld iu reserve, were thrown back into the
woods and allowed fires,

The casualties of this day were 2 men killed and 8 wounded, most of
which were caused by the artillery of the enemy.

On the morning of January 3, the regimeat was ordered to relieve
the Bixty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry and occupy the breastworks
built during the previous night. In this position the regiment remained
during the day and night, nothing of interest occurring and no casual-
ties taking place.

On the morning of January 4, the regiment recrossed the creek and
was placed in camp in the present position.

In conclusion, I will add that the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer In-
fantry entered into the engagement of December 31 with 374 guns, and
lost during the interval a total of 1 commissioned officer killed and 2
wounded, and 9 enlisted men killed and 72 wonnded. Many othera
were struck, and so slightly wounded as not to unfit them for duty, and
are, therefore, not mentioned in this report.

I cannot mention in particular any of my officers, as each one seemed
to vie with the other in deeds and examples of good conduct. The men,
with a very few exceptions, behaved nobly, though a few, I regret to
say, sknlked to the rear.

I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully,
W. H. SQUIRES,
Oaptasn, Commanding Twenty-sizth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Captain Erwoob,
Acting Assistant Adjutant.General, Fifteenth Brigade.

No. 108.

Report of Col. George D. Wagner, Fiftcenth Indiana Infantry, command
ing Second Brigade.

Hpqezs. 8ECOND Brig., FIrsT Div., LEFT WING,
) DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
On the Field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863,

BIR: I have the honor ta report the following as to the position and
part taken by my brigade in the great battle of the last few days:

On the morning of the 31st ultimo my command was formed in order
of battle, the right resting on the Murfreesborough road, about 2 milex
troni the town, and the left resting to the left of the railroad; ome
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section of Cox’s battery commanding the pike, the remainder of the
battery posted so as to command either side of the railroad.

While in this position I received an order to move forward. My
skirmishers immediately became engaged with the enemy, and the
enemy’s artillery shelling my lines. There was a fearful battle going
on at this time on onr extreme right. I received orders to proceed no
farther, but, if attacked, to hold my position. General Hascall’s and
Colonel Harker’s Lrigades were posted on my left, but were soon after
withdrawn; this made it necessary to extend my lines to the laft, so as
to prevent the enemy crossing Stone's River at a ford which bhad been
held by Colonel Harker, and that I was now ordered to hoid at all
hazards by General Wood.

1 accordingly moved all my brigade to the left of the railroad, with
one section of Cox’s battery at the railroad ; the other sections were
posted directly in front of the ford, on the crest of a hill, supported by
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, and in such position as to rake
the front both to the right and left. Directly in front of this position,
on the opposite side of the river, on an elevation defended by earth-
works, were posted two of the enemy’s batteries and a large force of
infantry, under command of General Breckinridge. This was mainly
the position of my command when the enemy made the first vigorous
assault iu front, which, after a long and continued struggle, was re-
pulsed with great slaughter of the enemy, but to return in still greater
force.

Learning that General Hascall, on the right of the road, was hard
pressed, I sent the Ninety-sevemth Ohio to re-enforce him, which did
good service as they took position on the flank, and were sheltered by
the nature of the ground from the fire of the enemy, and which pre-
vented the enemy from raking our lines from the weods on the right.
Colonel Lane maintained this position throughout the day. The enemy
at this time had gained the woods on this side of the river, and I
ordered the Fifteenth Indiana, supported by the Fifty-seventh Indiana,
to advance to meet them. Captain Cox’s battery, supported by the
Fortieth Indiana, opened on them with canister and soon drove them
back. At the same time they were repulsed in front by General Has-
call, but only to return, as before, in greater force, this time evidently
determined to carry my position, as a brigade was thrown on this side
of the river, under cover of the woods in my front, at only about 300
yards distant.

Cox’s battery had exhausted nearly all of their ammunition, and had
tried in vain to procure more, which made it necessary for me to rely
mainly on the infantry to dislodge the enemy from this position. I pre-
ferred making the attack myself rather than waiting an assaunlt from
them. [ ordered forward the Fifteenth Indiana, supported by the Fifty-
seventh Indiana, being all the troops I had in hand, the Fortieth Indiana
being hotly engaged on the right of the railroad, with the left resting
upon the river, 8o as to completely enfilade the enemy’s line,

At this time Colonel Hines and Lieutenant-Colonel Lennard, of the
Fifty-seventh Indiana, were severely wounded, and had to leave the
field. From this position 1 directed Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, com-
manding Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, to charge the enemy at a double-
quick, and nobly did be and his men execute the order, killing, wound-
ing, and capturing nearly ope entire regiment, and driving twe others
in utter rout from the field ; and pobly was the movement seconded by
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, although they had lost all their
fleld officers; they poured volley after volley into the enemy, thereby
alding greatly to the success of the movements. Captain Cox’s battery
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gave them the last shot they had in the locker, thereby making the rout
complete.

The IFifteenth Indiana lost in this charge about 30 killed and near 100
wounded; but the rebels were not yet whipped, as they returned again
in force, my infantry slowly retiving and tighting their way back. By
this time we were prepared for their reception, as Captain Cox had pro-
cured some ammunition, and I ordered Lieutenant Estep’s Eighth In-
diana Battery into position with four guns; when the enemy came
within canister range, they were literally swept away and driven back
ip utter confusion. The artillery was supported at this time by the
Twenty-sixth Ohio, under command of the gallant Major Sqnires.

Night coming on puot an end to the conflict; and allow me to say 1
found my command as far to the front as they were in the morning, and
the noble dead of this brigade lay nearer the enemy’s position than that
of any other. It must be remembered that during the entire day the
enemy’s guns directly in my front, at 1,000 yards distant, and defended
by earthworks from the effect of our artiliery, kept up a continual tire
of shot and shell, and every movement of my troops had to be made
under this fearful fire. And T desire thus publicly to state of the men
of my command that in this trying ordeal they proved themselves
soldiers of the highest order. They remained in this position during
the night without fire, shivering with cold as they lay npon the bloody
field, yet not a murmur escaped them.

To Captain Cox’s battery, officers and men, I am greatly indebted for
the result of this day; they were under a continual fire, and muach of it
& crogs-fire from the enemy’s artillery, which was securely protected,
while Captain Cox was in an open field, without even a tree to screen
him from view; yet when their ammunrition was exhausted the only
¢ry of the captain and his men was for more ammunition.

The morning of the 1st, in accordance with orders from General Has-
call, I formed my command on the right of Colonel Beatty’s division,
whose left rested upon the river, some half a mile to the rear of the
position of the day before, with Colonel Harker upon my right. Soon
after daylight the enemy attacked us warmly, but were aoon driven off
by the artillery.

My advance still held the grove on the left of my position of the 31st
nltimo, which the enemy seemed determined to drive me from. 1 re-
enforced this point ancd held it during the day, although repeatedly
attacked by the enemy.

Things remained in this position ontil the morning of the 2d. The
enemy having, during the night, thrown across the river in our front a
large force, they opened upon our lines with a fearful storm of artillery,
which, however, did but little execution on my lines, but was directed
to Colonel Harker's command, on my right. They were soon silenced
and driven off by our artillery. The enemy again attempted to drive
my men from the woods on the left. I obtained re-enforcements for
that position from General Cruft, which enabled ns to hold that position
uptil the attack in the evening, made npon Colonel Beatty, when 1 was
ordered by General Hascall to eross the river to his support. When
we arrived on the opposite side the enemy were already repnised.

Night coming on, we 1ay upon the field. The troops under my cowm-
mand were not engaged on the 4th.

Allow me, in closing this report, to say that, with one single excep-
tion, the commanders of regiments and field officers showed themselves
worthy of the positions they hold. Lientenant-Colonel Wood, Fifteenth
Indiana, had his horse shot under him; Colonel Lane, Ninety-seventh
Ohio, bebaved with the cooluess of & veteran ; Lieutenaunt-Colonel Neff,

e ——
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commanding Fortieth Indiana Volunteers, unfortunately was wounded
early in the action, devolving the command on Major Leaming, to whon
I am under obligations for the manner in which he handied his regi-
ment; Colonel Hines, Fifty-seventh Indiana, was wounded about the
middle of the afternoon, while at the head of his regiment, gallantly
leading them to the attack of the enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Lennard
was wounded about the same time, devolving the command of that regi-
ment on Captain McGraw, who deserves special commendation for the
wanner in which he performed his trust.

It is impossible for me to name the officers who did well, ag they
nearly all did so, bat will leave with the regimental commanders the
duty of doing them Justice, but must be allowed to pay one last tribute
to the noble dead, Captains Foster and Templeton, of the Fifteenth In-
diapa, who fell while leading their men in the charge upon the foe,
Ma‘yl'] their country not forget them.

¢ exception above alluded to in my commendation of officers was
Col. J. W. Blake, Fortieth Indiana Volunteers, who, upon the field, be-
cawme 80 infoxicated as to be entirely unfit for duty. I ordered him to
report to Geeneral Wood under arrest, since which time I have not seen
him, but report says he is in Nashville 3 paroled prisoner. This was
about noon on the 31st, before his regiment had become engaged.

%‘]}:}le casf}txglties are as follows:

e Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers—officers killed, 2: wounded, 7;
enlisted men killed, 36; wounded, 136; missi 7. T illed,
wounded, atd missing, 188. S 8 otal. Killed,

e Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers—officers wounded. §: enlisted
men killed, 11; wounded, 55; missing, 6. Total killed, wéur’zded and
missing, 78, ,

_The Fortieth Indiana Volunteers—officers wounded, 5; enlisted men
ll;llglegé 4; wounded, 63 ; missing, 13. Total killed, wounded, and miss-

, 85.

The Ninety-seventh Ohio Volunteers—enlisted men killed, 3;
wounded, 15; missing, 6, Total killed, wounded, and missing, 24,
37§0t:1 tal.llumbell; of ?en of the brigade killed, wounded, and missing,

3 tolal number of men engaged, 1,475; number of men for 4

th% 1I;m)li_‘r‘nng of the 2d, 1,1{)0.g T en for daty on

. e Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers captured 171 prisoners, mo

them belonging to the Thirteenth Louisiana, P ) most of

'1‘th members of my personal staff present on the field, Capt. Henry
C. Tinpey, acting assistant adjutant-general; Captain Warren and
Lient. W. M, Casterline, aides-de-camp, and of my escort, rendered me
eﬂiclenlii ser];uce tgunn% bthl? engagement, frequently carrying orders
throngh such a storm of bullets that it was extremely doubtfi
they vyoul_d live to deliver them. v ol whether

‘Which is respectfully submitted.

Your obedient servant,
G. D. WAGXNER,
Colonel, Commanding.

No. 109.
Report of Lieut. Qol. Guatavus A. Wood, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry.

FIPTEENTH REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863.
818 : I have the honor to present you herewith a report of the opers-
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Fortieth was ready to relieve him; but it was ascertained that the ene.
my’s guns engaging this line were silenced, and that our assistance was
not required. In a few minutes another order came from Colonel Wag-
ner, directing the regiment to the support of General Hascall's brigade,
which was now vugaging the enemy and occupying the ground which
we had been resting on in the morning.

The regiment was reported to General Hascall, aud was by bhim or-
dercd to take a position, with the right resting at the old house near
the toll-gate, and the left extending across the railroad, which struck
the line about the colors, and lie down. This ground being elevated
several feet above that occupied by the front line, placed the regiment
in a position much exposed to the fire of the enemy, which was at this
time very heavy, both artillery and musketry. Many of our men were
wounded here, 1 mortally, and 3 were killed outright.

It was while lying here that I was advised that Lieutenant-Colonel
Neff was severely wounded in the arm, and had quit the field in conse-
quence thereof, After having laid about three-fourths of an hour on
this spot, we were ordered to relieve the Fifty-eighth Indiana, which
occupied the advance line in our front. [ called up the regiment and
advanced at once, notifying the officer commanding the Fifty-eighth of
my purpose. The Fifty-eighth was withdrawn and the Fortieth took
their place.

For some minutes after getting into position we were oniy annoyed
by artillery fire, but soon we observed a brigade of the enemy moving
toward us in order, with the evident intention of attacking us. On
nearing the ruins of the burped brick building in our front, one regiment
was detached from the brigade and bore down upon us. I allowed them
to gain a point within easy range of musketry fire, and directed the
regiment to open upon them, which they did with great briskpess, and
with such effect as to repulse the enemy handsomely.

When I found the enemy had been effectually driven back, I ordered
wy command to cease firing, and immediately set about replenishing
the cartridge-bozes with ammuunition, and quietly awaited any further
advance on the part of the enemy, which, however, was not made.
Nightfall found the regiment occupying the same ground upon which
we had bivonacked since arriving, on the 29th.

The regiment remained in position, with a pickel thrown forward, till
4 a. m, of the 1st instant, when we were ordered to retive, which we did
quietly, and took a position a few rods to the left of the railroad, and
about half a mile to the rear of the one abandoned, Nothing of any
mowment occurred to the regiment on the 1st. We kept the front well
covered with skirmishers, and kept in readiness for any attack.

On the 2d, early in the day, we were subjected to a vigorous artillery
fire from the enemy, which, however, had no serious resnlt. On the
evening of the 2d, at nearly suudown, the enemy attacked the troops
on the left of our position, and the regiment threw forward an additional
skirmishing company to support our line, which, being in the open field,
was much exposed, and had been subjected throughont the day to a
vicious fire from the outposts of the enemy, who were concealed by the
timber in front, which resulted iu wounding Captain Wallace and two
of his men, The enemy were repulsed on the left, and the regiment was
directed to move to that part of the field.

Crossing the river we moved forward to the advance line, and taking
position remained till the evening of the 3d, when we were relieved
and retired to the skirt of woods on the bank of the river, where we
“dvouacked till 4 a. m. of the 4th, when we were withdrawn to the Tear,

4
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recrossing the river and taking position on the turnpike 1 wmile in ad-
vance of the general hospital. Shortly after arriving here we learned
that the epemy had evacnated.

Qur loss daring the engagement was 4 killed and 63 wounded.
Among the latter were Lieutenant-Colonel Neff, Captains Wallace and
Harvey, First Lieutenant Griswold, and Second Lieutenants Colewan
and Hazelrigg.

Iu conclusion, I must state that the eonduct of the regiment under the
o8t trying circumstances was worthy of all praise. The coolness and
quiet determination of officers and men were admirable, and not less so
the cheerfulness of spirit with which the hurdships and exposure to cold
and rain were borne, The regiment did its duty faithfully. I kpow no
higher praise that can be given it.

HENRY LEAMING,
Major, Commanding Regiment.
Capt. H. C. TINNEY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Twenty-first Brigade.

No. 111,
Eeport of Col. John Q. Lane, Ninety-seventh Ohio Infantry.

JANUARY —, 1863.

BIR : I have the honor to report to you the part taken by the Ninety.
seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the late engagement in
front of Murfreesborough, commencing December 31, 1862, and ending
January 3, 1863.

On the night of December 30, we were, by your order, placed in the
gpnt, our advance pickets being deployed on the left bank of Stone's

iver,

On the morning of the 31st, at the commencement of the engagement,
our position was on the north side of the Nashville and Ohattanooga
Railroad, one-fourth of a mile from the river.

At 9a. m. the enemy commenced feeling for our position with shot
and shell, and by your order I moved my regiment by the left flank to
& position in an open field, one-fourth of a mile from the railroad, and
deployed one company to the river as skirmishers, We remained in
{I{m position under a fire from the enemy’s artillery and infantry until

a. m.

Our casualties up to this time were: Wounded, Jacob G. Brill, private
Company A; Matthias Tapier and Samuel Browning, privates Company
I, the latter having since died from the effects of his wound.

By your order I now moved to the south side of the railroad to re-
enforce General Hascall. We found the enemy vigorously assaulting
his lives with artillery and infantry. Our place here was asgigned us
by Genersl Rosecrans in person, who ordered us to take the position
and hold it. We advanced to the place designated, which was on the
south side of the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike, returging the
fire of the enemy until near sundown, when he withdrew to the cover
of the woods, leaving us in possession of the ground.

At nightfall I threw ont one company as pickets 100 paces fo the
front, instructing the officer in command to avail himself of the oppor-
tunity to carefully note any movement of the enemy. Near midnight
be informed me that he could distinetly hear the tramp of horses and
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rumbling of artillery moving from our right to our left. Upon investi
gation I was satisfied that the enemy was massing his forces ou our left,
and forthwith informed you of the fact.

At 2 dclock.on the morning of January 1, I informed General Rose
erans of this movement of the enemy, when he immediately arranged
to relieve us from this position, which we had held sinee poon of the
preceding day.

Ctur casualties during our absence from your brigade were: Wounded,
Isaae McDonald, private Company B; Israel Garrett and J. C. Huff:
ma1, privates Company C; Austin Harvey and Evan Foulke, privates
Company D; Lewellyn Echelberry, sergeant Company E; George
Robinson, private Company @, and John Moore, private Company H.
Killed: A. M, Hasom, color sergeant; August Reinsch, private Com-
pany B, and John Rodecker, private Company G.

At 3 oclock on the morning of the 1st, I reported my regiment to
you, and was assigned a place in the front line, about a half mile to the
rear of the pesition occupied by me at the beginning of the engage-
ment. We remained here during the day, with no other annoyance
than an occasional shot or shell from the enemy’s guns. At night we
bivouacked on the spot.

On the morning of the 2d, our skirmishers were advanced & half mile
to the front, where they remained undisturbed until 2.45 p. m., when
the enemy attacked our forces across the river and our skirmishers were
driven back. We were here subjected to a cross-fire from the enemy’s

uns for more than an hour, wounding Charles H. Claspbell, corporal
%ompany K; Purley Dickson, sergeant, and Benjamin Kinsey, private
Company D.

At 5 p. m. we crossed Stone’s River and remained on its right bank
until the morning of the 4th without further event.

Our loss during the whole engagement was 3 killed, 15 wounded, and
6 missing,.

The officers and men in my command everywhere acquitted them.
selves nobly, and we never lost a position after once taking it.

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant
JOHN Q. LAXNE,
Colonel Ninety-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Col. G. D). WAGNER,
Commanding Twenty-first Brigade.

No. 112,

Report of Col. Charles G. Harker, Siwty-fifth Ohio Infantry, commanding
Third Brigade.

HpQrs. THIRD BRIGADE, FirsT DIVISION, LEFT WING,
FoUurRTEENTH A. C., DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January —, 1863.

Sir: I bave the honor to submit the following report of the opera.
tions of the troops under my command from the 28th ultimo to the 4th
instant, inclusive: '

The Third Brigade, First Division, left wing, Fourteenth Army Corps,
Department of the Cumberland, forrerly the Twentieth Brigade, Sixth
Division, consisting of the Fifty-first Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Col.
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A. D. Streight commanding; the Thirteenth Regiment Michigan Vol
unteers, Col. M. Shoemaker commanding ; Seventy-third Regiment In-
diana Volunteers, Col. G. Hatbaway commanding; Sixty-fourth Regi-
ment Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A, Mcllvain commanding ; Sixty-
fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Lientenant-Colooel Cassil commanding,
and the Sixth Ohio Independent Battery, commanded by Capt. Cullen
Bradley, left Stewart’s Creek about10a. m.on Monday, the 29th ultimo,
marching most of the time in line of battle, with the right ot the line a
little in the rear of the left of the Second Brigade, Colonei Wagner com.
manding,

Our skirmishers soon cameupon the enemy’s cavalry, engaging them
briskly and driving them slowly before them. We proceeded in this
manner, cautiously feeling our way until our left arrived at the left
bank of Stone’s River, which was reached about 4 p. m.

Up to this time we had suffered no casunalties from the enemy’s skir-
mpishers. We took up a position near Stone’s River, about 400 yards to
the left of the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, the Second Brigade,
Colonel Wagner commanding, being on the right, and the First Bri-
gade, General Hascall commanding, being on the left, and somewhat to
the rear, owing to the conformation of the ground.

We remained in this pesition until about dark, when we received
orders to proceed to Murfreesborongh. Stone’s River being fordable
in our front, we at once commenced crossing the stream. Throwing a
strong line of skirmishers over the stream, orders were given to the
Fifty-first Indiana, Thirteenth Michigan, and Seventy-third Indiana
Volunteers to eross simultaneously, form on the opposite bank, press
forward, and seize the commanding heights beyond, while the Sixty-
fourth and Sizty-fifth Ohie, with Bradley’s battery, were directed to
follow as rapidly as possible.

The skirmishers had barely left the bank of the river before they
were vigorously attacked by those of the enemy, conceated in a thicket
and bebind a fence in our front. Our skirmishers, in no way daunted
by this fierce assault of the enemy, pressed gallantly forward, driving
the foe until they came upon the enemy in force. The skirmishers were
soon supported by the front line of the brigade. The enemy seemed to
have been entirely disconcerted by this bold movement of our troops,
and fell back in confusion. In this movement ourloss was 2 menkilled
and 3 wonnded. This slight loss must be attributed tothe able manner
in which the officers of the brigade conducted their commands. A pris-
oner taken reported an entire division of the enemy on my front ; move.
ments -along my entire front and flanks indicated that a strong force
was near me. I reported this fo the general commanding the division,
at the same time stating that I could hold the position until re-enforced,

I soon received orders to recross the stream, which I did, occupying
nearly the same ground as before crossing. This movement was 80
quickly executed as not to excite the suspicion of the enemy.

Too much praise cannot be accorded to the brave officers and men of
this brigade for their bravery and skill in driving a concealed enemy
from a strong position after nightfall, and holding their ground in the
face of an enemy three times their numbers. Though little was accom-
plished by this feat, it neverthetess made manifest the indomitable cour-
age of the men under the most trying circumstances, and augured well
for the more severe work which awaited them.

On December 30, the Sixty-fourth Olio, being on picket and ontpost
duty, was somewhat annoyed by the enemy in the slight skirmishing in
the front, losing 1 man killed.




