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LEFT WING.

Maj. Gon. THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN.

FIRST (LaTE BIXTH) DIVISION.

2.

First (late Fiftoenth) Brigade.

?') Brig. Gen. MiLo B. Hascarr.
2.) Col. Grorex P. BurLl.

100th Illinoia, Col, Frederick A. Bartleson.
56th Indians :

Col. George P. Buell.

Lient. Col, James T- Embree.

Kentnoky :

Col. Bamuel McKeoe.

Maj. Daniel R. Collier.
2ich Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires.

El. Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. WooD.
Brig. Gen. Miro 8. HascALL.

Sacond (late Twenty-first) Brigads,
Col. GRORGE D. WAGNER.
15th Indiana, Lisut. Col. Guatavns A
W

ood.
40th Indians :
Col. John W, Blake.
Lient, Col. Elias Neff.
Maj. Henry Leaming.
67th Indiana:
Col. Cyrus C. Hines.
Lieut. Col. George W. Lennard,
Capt. John 8. McGraw.
97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane.

TNird (late Twentistk) Brigade.

Col. CHARLES G. HARKER.

5lst Indiana, Col, Abel D. Streight.

734 Indiana, Col. Gilbert Hathaway.
13th Michigan, Col, Michsasl Shoemaker.
64th Obioe, Liout. Col. Alexander MeHvain,

66th Ohio:

Lieut. Col. Alexander Cagsil.
Maj. Horatio N, Whitbeok.

Artillory.*

Magj. BRTMOUR Racr,

8th Indiana Battery, Lieut George Eatep.
10th Indians Battery, Capt. Jerome B. Cox.
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley.

BECOND (rATE FOoURTH) DIVISION.
Brig. Gen, JOHR M, PALMER.

First (lote Twenly-sccond) Brigade. Second (late Nincteenth) Brigada.

I

1

Brig. Gen, CHARLES CRUFT. Col. WirLiaM B. Hazen,

31et Indiana, Col. John Osborn. | 110th Illinoia, Col. Thomss 8, Casey.
1t Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart. I 94h Indiana, Col. William H. Blake,
21 Kentucky, Col. Thomas D.” Sedge- | 6th Kentucky, Col. Walter C. Whita.

wick. : ker.
80th Ohio, Col. Isaac N. Ross. 4ist Ohio, Lieut. Col, Aquila Wilaey.

* The Eighth Battery was attached to the Firat Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Sec-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to tlie Thind Brigade.
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Third (late Temth) Brigade.
Col. WILLIAM GROBE.

84th Illineis, Col. Louis H. Waters.
36th Indiana:

Maj. Isaac Kinley.

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.
234 Kentucky, Maj. Thowas H. Hamrick.
6th Ohio, Col. Nichelas L., Anderson,
24th Ohio:

Col. Frederick €. Jones.

Maj. Henry Terry.

Capt. Enoch Weller.

Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill.

Artillery.
Capt. WILLIAM E. STANDART.

1st Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E. Standart.
1st Ohio, Battery F':
Capt. Daniel T, Cockerill.
Lieut, Norval Osburn.
4tk United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C. Parsons,

THIRD (LATE FI1rTE) DIvisioN.

(1.) Brig. Gen, HoraTIO P. Vax Crzve.
(2.) Col. SamuzL BratTY,

Firat (late Eleventh) Brigade, Seoond (lute Fourieenih) Brigade.

(L; Col. 8AMURL BRATTY. Col. Janzs P. FYFYE.

(2.) Col, BENJaman C. GRIDER.
44th Indiana:

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Knefler. Col. William C, Williams.

9th Kentacky : Lieat. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich.
Col. Benjamin C. Grider. 86th Indiapa, Lieat, Col, George F. Dick.
Lieut. Col, George H. Cramwm. 13th Ohde :

11th Kentusky, Mej. Erasmus L., Mottleay. Col. Joseph G. Hawkins.
19th Ohio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson. Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.
59th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William Howard.

Third (lats Twenty-third) Brigade.
Col. BsMUEL W. PRrICE.

35th Indiana, Col. Bernard F. Mailen.
Bth Kentucky:
Lieut. Col. Renben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddua.
21st Kentucky, Lient. Col. James C. Evans.
51st Ohio, Lient. Col. Richard W. MeClain,
99th Ohio:
Col. Peter T, Swaine.
Lieut. Col. Jobn E. Cummina.

Artitlery.
Capt. GEorGE R. SwalLow,
7th Indiana Battery, Capt. George R. SBwallow.

Pennsylvania, Battery B (2Gth), Lieut. Alanson J. Btevens.
3d Wiscoasin Battery, Lient. Cortland Livingston,
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Beturn of carualtics in the Union forise, fo.—Continued,

| Kibed | Wounded. Sl -
' "y
I é " R
Oemmand. H g g i
RRUEE | &
First Brigads.
il.} Brig. Gen. MiLo B. BaB0ALL.
(2.) Col. Gaonge P. BUkLL.
100th Illinods. . 4«
58th Indianas 114
8d Kentuoky 188
Obio voeeo L o

Indisns Light Artillery, 8th Battery 8

Total First Brigade 400
Hooond Brigeds.
Col. GRoRGE D. WiAGKAR.

I06h InAEMDR - . - oot v eanas 1 » 7| 138 ]...... 7 188
Indians . .....coovviiii it 4 & 9. 13 88

&7th Indiana ... u ¢ 85 ...... ] 78

OTthOhly . ........coiit e, . L 3 A 15 f...... ] 24

Indians Light Artillery, 10th Battery..... ... [ R 1. [ 3 . .- 5
Total Second Brigade.........ceeeeosevene:anens T 85| 18| #M3|...... 3| 880

Third Brigads.
Col. CrARLEs G. Hazxan

5ist Indians ... 7 3 aa

784 Indiana. n 3 48

18th Michigan SRR I | | 2 70

64th Qhdo ... 1 3 3 €

85thOQble ............._........ .. - 2 b ] 8 ]

Ohio Light Avtillery, 6th Batbery ---.........o.000oerm|enn... 1 1| 8 i
Total Third Brigade . ....._.....coovuooooonenn. .. 5| 18| 10} sm [
Total Pirst Diwlaon .._....._.._..... . coeeon..... 12! N8| 68| 880 |...... 167 | 1,320

AEGOND DIVISION.

———. 1f..... R U
& 1 L 3 | & ] 87
n 1 Bl 1 ] |
L4 ] 56 ... 10 7
1m [ 3 o7 3 46 7
“ 9| ns 4 1% L

P 5
(] 58
101 100
1l 18
13 13

&
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Beturn of oasalties in the Dnion foross, do.—Continued,

Killed | Wonnded. | Coplured

G (o Iy
R

o] 5| 119 al 1er
28 8| 85(-.... 18 134
8 3 50 ... ] 8%
28 4] 13 i I
10 4 64 (... 12
Total Third Brigade _.....__.....__.._._......c.... 0 97| 227 460 (...... T 5
Artillery.

18t Ohio t Artillery, Ba | - N 5

1at Ohio I..Lliglh;t Art.ﬂl:tr& mmﬁ’nry F. 2

4th T, 8. Artillery, Butferies Hand M 2

Total Becond Division. ......... ... ccieenoueeunon. 15| 190

THIRD DIVIBION,

{1.) Brig. Gen. HOXaTI0 P, Vax CLEVYR*
(2.) Col Samuer BaaTTY,

Bl e ) O P S 1
First Brigada.
(1) Col. BAMURL BRavTY.
{2.) Col. Bewsaix C. Gumez.
TOh Indians .. .oveeaeee e 1i 10 6| &8.... 36| 1
$th Kentucky ... 4] 11 7! 8. 1 12
1ith Bentueky ...l T 7 4 38 |.... 0] 102
WthOhio ... ... ... 3| ™ 3] 3., 8| 188
Total First Brigede ... _........................ 8| s 20| as2f..... & | 52
) U PR SR S 1
2| 5. 25 21
51 35 2! 99| 105
a] 9L ® | 18
2| 35 2| 8 85
6| 223 4| 238, 587
85th Indians ............_... o] 61 T{..... 83| 137
Bth Eentncky .. 7 8. &1 27| ol
21st Eentaoky.. 10 2 |l [] 57
blet Ohio ... ... .. . 24 4 1184, “ 1%
Ohio .......inurccaeen ... LT L P R IO 12 3 41 i 20 88
Total Third Brigwde .................._......... 4 75| 220 33 1( 42| o588
—; | P il

* Woundsd Deoember 31.
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j Stalement of public animals and means of transportation captured by the cnemy, killed in List of animals and means of transporiation and other property caplured from the enemy und
) battls, lost and desiroyed, §o.—Continned. ? up on the battle field from January 1 to January 16, 1963, as per veports of division
i g Horeea. - 5 e T4 -~
i - ——— B El
' Command. i 5 + E‘ 'S._': .E . g g 'E
g | A g E‘ 1 %l i 2 i Command, é Eé 6% T lwle
5 CR $ 2 C
JEIEIEAEIERE RS R Eaﬁ?’gﬁﬁ%’
N B d 282|412 |8 (&
SECOND DIVISBION. - T
, Hesdquarters and divinion train....._.. .. _. [ O 80 [ e Wi RIGET WING
Sacond Brigada, Third Divialen.._. 12 Il U R T e -
: Headquartors . _......c..veeemenoees o oeniioe L SRUUT I ) I 1 s
8th Obdo. ... ..l PRI FS ) [CTUR Py L 4 1 Fifth al. 1| B m| 1
. Third Brigade. .
1.
! 2. 12 2 1 1| | a7 7l omfed. JUSN I
l : { ;g ? 1; I3 | T 1 2 s ) e TRt
4| 1| 71 L) - 2 l
: 7th Pennsylvania .. 1. 14 10 |... .. 1e
s& Obio Artill YRR R IO B - 1 A 8. 48]...... 418
I%e Ivt?tli": Kentn?!rg; ﬁl:tm @ ﬁ ...... Bl ﬂ ...... 18 i .
q tst Ghio Ardiltery, Battery M 1...... LN PO ¢ 1 10 Chief of army polive. ...
! Capt. . T. %;, agsistant qnartermasser
| FIFTH DIVISION. Lieut. Col. J. 'W. Taylor, quartermaster. ...
Becond [ Firsl] Bripads. ; Total. oo
15 .
al No. 7.
» i Report of Capt. William M. Wiles, Forty.fourth Indiana Infantry, pro-
! vost-marshal-general, of prisoners captured. '
f HpgRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
_ OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
2 . Murfreeshorough, Tenn., February 9, 1863.
ig GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to forward a complete report
o : of Confederate prisoners captured by the army ander your command at
12 the late battle of Stone’s River, showing the namber of regiments and
5t Misigan 8 | other organizations represented, the number of the same from each
] State, the rumber of officers and enlisted men captured from each regi-
S£COKD DIVISION. ! ment or organization, the entire number of officers and enlisted men
Bupply reih. . .o eveiecccevecmeeeaemnnn| § | .2 IR SN N vef 12 13 captured, apd to what arm of the service they belong. The total num-
e ] a :
eiaOblo- . weee RSO0 S Rt ber of prisoners captured is shown to be 3,694,
“th Tndiana DN - R | 2 Taking into account the number and character of the organization,
: and using the lowest possible estimate of the strength of each, it can
! be shown, beyond controversy, that the enemy’s force exceeded onr own
! Supply train. ... oo X by at least one-third. Complete reports of the number captured by the
b Popapivants ooty T enemy from our own forces have not yet been received. From the best
ith Indisda Battery 5 information received up to the present time, the uwuwisber will not excied
y 2,800, and in all probability the estimate is too large.
ETACERD. I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servunt,
30 Ohlo Qaealay orn tod Mochamlon. ... | 8 ... SL2wll 2 %% WM. M. WILLS,
Captain ng'ampplytmin.... JSUUS! RS NSS! IOUN A I B ) Capta,inm Provost- Marsha!-Qeneral.
Total loss 21,640 | 139 555 B0 T4 (1,384 3,108 Maj. Gen. W. 8. ROSECRANS,
_ o S Commanding Department of the Cumberland.
) * An carlier report (Januury 12, 1863) from this officer gave 126 afficers and 3,071

men captured; total, 3,197.
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where we lay in line till after sundown. Orders were received <o ad-
vapce upon Mur{reesboroughthat night. I wasin command of the com-
panies of gkirmishers, and immediately threw thew across the river, and
commenced the ascent of the opposite heights.

Passing the skirt of woods, we encountered the enemy’s skirmishers
strongly posted to the front on the crest of the hill, and on my left
behind a rail fence. A galling fire brought our line to a halt, but we
soon cleared the hill, and, advancing over the crest, we found ourselveg
within 30 paces of a regiment of rebels, who, in their confusion, were
rallying with great difficulty. I at onee retired the line to the woods,
where we remained till the whole brigade had recrossed, when we were
quietly withdrawn.

Sergeant Snider, acting orderly, was wounded in the face, which was
the only injury our regiment suffered. The regiment itself crossed the
stream in good order, under fire of the rebel gskirmishers, and remained
in line behind the skirt of woods till it recrossed with the brigade.

Tuesday we lay in bivonac near the river, and went on picket at
night. In accordance with Colonel Harker’s order, we were ready to
move at daybreak, with 60 rounds of cartridges to a man.

We received marching orders about 8 2. m., and moved at once for-
ward. The enemy’s sharpshooters and a battery on the opposite hill
began a fierce fire of ball and shell upon us as we returned up the
heights. When on the summit, a shell expleded in the ranks of Com-
pany B, killing 1 and wounding 2. 'We doable-quicked, under a storm
of shell, after the brigade, which was some distance ahead, moving to
the support of the right wing. When the brigade was formed to ad-
vance through the open field to the right of (General Van Cleve’s divis-
ion, our regiment was placed on the left of the front line, with the Fifty-
first Regiment Indiana Volunteers on our right and the Seventy-third
Regiment Indiana Volunteers to our rear. Company I, Captain Chris-
tophel, was deployed to the front as skirmishers, but, having saffered
severely, was, in a short time, relieved by Company H, Lieutenant
Brown. When near the skirtof timber protruding from the main forest,
we marched by the right flank to support the Sixth Ohio Battery. We
were again moved toward the enemy and placed behind a rise of ground.
‘We suddenly found them in line at a short distance, and immediately
commenced firing, The enemy, though in brigade front, three columus
deep, staggered, concealed himself as far as possible, and did not ven-
ture to advance under our fire.

Meanwhile, General Van Cleve’s division giving way, the line of the
enemy on our left advancing, completely ontflanked us, and we were suf-
fering under a raking cross-fire. We held the position for about thirty
minutes, and fell back, in accordance with orders; formed behind the
Seventy-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers, and moved by the flank to
oppose the advancing right of the enemy. We took our position behind
& rail fence, and again held the enemy in check for about twenty min-
utes. At length, being nearly cut off by the enemy on the right, we
retired behind the lire of battle, resting in the woed near the pike.

We had suffered severely; out of 16 officers with the regiment, 2 had
been killed and 8 wounded. Second Lientenant Van Kirk, command-
ing Gomueny A, fell in the advance; Captain Christophel, of Company
I, some time in the retreat. Both were doing their duty unflinchingly
and manfully. Lientenant-Colonel Cassil having been disabled by the
fall of his horse at the second stand of the regiment, I then took com-
mand. We rejoined our division at night near the position we left in
the morning,
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Un Tharsday, Janvary 1, we lay in front, in support and to the right
of the Jixtlt Ohio Battery, during the farious cannonvading, and were
ar_mhoyetl by sharpshooters during the whole day. We picketed at
night.

Our skirmishers covered the front on Friday. The regiment lay in a
little clawp ot wood, in support of the battery, and exposed to the most
terrific shelling during the morning. In the afternoon our skirmishers,
i conjunction with those of the brigade, eleared the wood in front of
rebel skirmishers and sharpshooters; were in turn sheiled out, and
again took possession and held it.

Near night, and the close of the engagement on the left, we moved
over the river, threw up a defense of rails to the front, and remained
there through the rain till morning. We were retired till Saturday
night, when we again picketed the left front. About 2 a. m. Sunday
we were marched back to our present bivouac.

The following is the list of the casualties of the regiment: Lieutenant-
Colonel Cassil, severe sprain by the fall of his horse; Major Whitbeck,
slightly wounded in the neck; Adjutant Massey, severely in leg aud
slightly in face and hip; Capts. Jacob Christophel, killed, and Voor-
hees, throngh the side; First Lieutenant Gardner, through side; Sec-
ond Lieutenants Van Kirk, killed; Markel, through hip; Browu, in
the shoulder, and Pealer, through thigh, and Acting Second Lieutenant
Rook, in thigh.

_Of 382 enlisted men in the engagements during the week, 34 were
killed, 100 wounded, and 38 missing; total, 172. Of the missing, some
are known to be prisoners, others are serving in hospitals, and a few
stragglers are still coming up.

I will not particularize when all, officers and men, conducted them-
selves 80 coolly and fought so determinedly against such desperate odds :
nor need I mention their patience under such privations and ¢Iposures
in midwinter.

HORATIO N. WHITBECK,
Major, Commanding Sizty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers.
Captain CoULTER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade.

No. 118.

Report of Brig. Gen. John M. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding Second
Diviston.
Hpqrs. BECOND Drv., LEFT WinG, FOURTEENTH A. c,
DEPARTMENT OF THE C'UMBERLAND,
Oamp near Murfressborough, -Tenn., Januwary 9, 1863,

MaJor: T have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen-
eral commanding, the following report of the operations of this division
tz;omt and including December 27 up to and inelading J anuary 4, in-
stant:

At 11.20 a. m., December 27, while in camp near La Vergne, I received
orders to move forward, fullewing the division of General Wood, and to
detach a brigade, to proceed by the Jefferson pike, and seize the bridge
across Stewart’s Oreek. The duty of condueting this operation was as-
signed to Colonel Hazen. How well and skillfully it was done will be
seeu by his report, which is herewith forwarded.

1he brigades of Cruft and Grose reached the west bank of Stewart's
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Creek late in the afternoon of the 27th, and bivouacked there until the
morning of the 29th. ) o

During all the day (Sunday, 28th) the enemy’s pickets were iu sight
across the creek, firing npon us occasionally at long range, but did us
no harm.

On Monday morning, December 29, at 9 o’elock, 1 was ordered to de-
ploy one regiment as skirmishers; to dispose my other troops s0 as to
support it, and move forward at 10 o’clock precisely, and continue to
advauce until the enemy were found in position. This disposition was
made. A few minutes before 10 o'clock, Parsons was ordered to shell
the woods to our front, and at 10 o'clock Grose's brigade mo‘ve_d for-
ward, skirmishing with the enewny, supported by the First Brigade,
Hazeu not having yet joined me. _ )

The command advanced steadily, driving the light force of rebel skir-
mishers before it to the top of the hill, some 13 miles on this side of
Stewart’s Creek ; and, being under the impression that the divisions of
Wood and Negley were to advance with me, to my right and left, 1
halted for them to come up. . )

In a few minutes Wood’s advance came up on the left of the pike, and
the two divisions moved forward, constantly skirmishing (though much
heavier on Wood’s front than my own), to the ground occupied thab
night, afterward the theater of the battle of the 318t. ’ )

During the day the casaalties were 10 wounded in Grose's brigade ;
none severely, ) . 1

On the morning of the 30th, my division was formed as follows: The
Third Brigade (Grose’s) in two lines, the left resting on the pike; Iirst
Brigade (Cruft’s) to the right, extending across the point of woods, hgs
extreme right retired to conneet with General Negley's left, and Hazen’s
brigade in reserve. There was considerable skirmishing during the dag,
the greater portion of which fell upon Oruft's brigade, which was in rather
unpleasant proximity to a point of woods, to his front and right, held
by tie enemy in strong force.

About 4 o'clock, I was ordered to advance and open upon the enemy
with all my artillery. This was not done, probably, as soon as the order
contemplated. The ground occupied by the batteries at the time the
order was received was low and confined. Upon pushing forwa.rt_i the
skirmishers of the First Brigade to clear the way to a good artillery
position, in the open field to the front, the rebels were found numerous
and stubborn, Learning very soon that a mere demonstration was in-
tended, all my batteries opened, and I am satisfied damaged the enemy
considerably. The skirmish attending this movement was quite brisk,
the troops engaged doing themselves great credit. This closed the
operations of the day. ) . .

Un the morning of the 31st, Crafts brigade retained its position of
the day before. Huzen’s brigade had relieved Grose, who bad fallen
back to a point some 200 yards to the rear, and was formed in two lines
nearly opposite the intervals between the First and Second Brigades,
Standart’s battery on the extreme right, and Parsons’ near the center,

Early in the morning I rode to the right of my own comwand, and
then the battle had commenced on the extreme right of the line. Soon
afterward, near 8 o’clock, General Negloy, through one of his statf,
informed me he was about to advance, and requested me to advance to
cover his left. 1 gave notice of this to the general commanding, and a
few minutes later received orders to move forward. I at once ordered
General Cruft to advance, keeping closed up well toward Negley ; Colo-
net Hazen to go forward, observing the movements of Wood’s right, and
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Grose to steadily advance, supporting the advance brigades. and all to
use their artillery freety,

My line had advanced hardly 100 yards, when, upon reaching my own
right, I found that General Negley bad, instead of advanciug, thrown
back his right, so that his line was almost rerpendicular to that of Cruft,
and to his rear; and it was also apparent that the enemy were driving
General MeCook back, and were rapidly approaching our rear.

Cruft’s line was halted by my order. I rode to the left to malke some
disposition to meet the coming storm, and by the time I reached the
open ground to the south of the pike, the heads of the enews’s column
bad forced their way into the open ground to my rear.

To order Grose to chauge front to the rear was the work of a moment,
and he obeyed the order almost as soon as given, retiring his new left so
a8 to bring the enenmy under the direct fire of his line. He opened npon
them in fine style and with great effect, and held his ground until the
enemy was driven back,

In the mean time General Negley’s command had, to some extent,
become compromised by the confusion on the right, and my First Bri-
gade was exposed in front and flank to a severe attack, which also now
extended along my whole front. Orders were sent to Colonel Hazen to
fall back from the open cotton-field into which he had moved, He fell
back a short distance, and a regiment from Wood’s division, which had
occupied the crest of a low wooded hill between the pike and the rail.
road, having been removed, he took possession of that, and there resisted
the enemy, :

At that time, near 11 o'clock, as I think, my command was all en-
gaged with the enemy; Hazen on the railroad § eneor two regimentas to
the right; some troops in the point of woods south of the cotton-fleld,
and a short distance in advance of the general line, among whom I wag
only able to distinguish the gallant Colonel Whitaker and his Sixth
Kentucky. Still farther to the right Cruft was fighting, aided by Stan-
dart’s guns, and to the rear Grose was fighting, with apparently great
odds against him.

All were acquitting themselves nobly, and all were hard pressed. I
could see that Grose was losing a great many men, but the importance
of Hazen’s position determined me, if necessary to do so, to expend the
last man i holding it. I pave Iy attention from that time chiefly to
that point.

The One hundredth [llinois came up ont the left of the railroad, and
fought steadily. As soon as Colonel (irose was relieved of the enemy
in his rear, he again changed front, moved to the left, and co-operated
with Colonel Hazen. One regiment was sent to my support from Gen-
eral Wood’s command, which behaved splendidly, I regret my inability
either to name the regiment or its officers. Again and again the attaeck
wasrenewed by the enemy, and each time repuised, and the gailant men,
w‘h(}; ‘laaad 80 bravely struggled to hold the position, occapied it during the
night,

For further details of the day’s operations, I respectfully refer to the
reports of the brigade and regimental commanders, which are herewith
forwarded, and confess my obligations to them all for theip assistance
during the day.

. Briga,dier-G_eneral Cruft deserves great praise for so long holding the

important position cccupied by him on onr right, aud for skillfully extri-

cating his command from the mass of confusion around it.

Standart fought his guns until the enemy was upon him, and then
brought them off safely, while the Second Kentucky bronght off by hand
three guns abandoned by General Negley’s division.
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Colonel Hazen proved himself a brave and able soldier by the courage
and skill exhibited in forming and sheltering Lis troops, and in organ-
izing and fighting all the materials around him for the maintenance of
his important position.

Colonel Grose exhibited greaf coolness and bravery, and fought
against great odds. He was under my cye during the whole day, and
I could see nothing to improve in his management of his command.

I shrink from the task of specially mentioning regiments or regi-
meutal officers. All did their duty, and from my imperfect acquaint-
ance with regiments, I am apprebensive of injurious mistakes.

1 recognized during the battle the Forty first Ohio, whieh fought until
it expended its last cartridge, and was then relieved by the noble Ninth
Indiana, which came into line under a heavy fire with a shout which
inspired all with confidence. The Bighty-fourth, One hundredth, and
One hundred and tenth IlNinois I knew—all new regiments, and all so
fought that even the veterans of Shiloh and other bloody fields had no
occasion to boast over them. The Eighty-fourth stood its ground until
more than one-third its nnmbers were killed or wounded. The Sixth
and Twenty-fourth Ohio, the Twenty-third Eentucky, and the Thirty-
sixth Indiana were poioted out to me, and 1 recognized the brave Colo-
nel Whitaker and his fighting men doing soldiers’ duty. I onlysaw the
regiments of Cruft’s brigade fighting early in the day. I had no fears
for them where valor conld win. Indeed, the whole division fought like
soldiers trained under the rigid discipline of the lamented Nelson, and
by their courage proved that they had caught a large portion of his
heroic and uncongquerable spirit.

During the whole day I regarded the battery, under the command of
Lieutenant Parsons, assisted by his lisutenants, Cushing and Hunting-
ton, as my right arm, and well did the brilliant conduct of these cour-
ageous and skillful young officers justify my confidence, My orders to
Parsons were simple: ¢ Fight where you can do the most good.” Never
were orders better obeyed,

The reported conduct of the other batteries attached to the division
is equally favorable. They were in other parts of the field.

¥ personal staff, Captain Norton, acting assistant adjutaut-general ;
Lieutenants Simmons and Child ; Croxton, ordnance officer; Hayes, di-
vision topographical engineer, and Shaw, Beventh Illinois OCavalry,
were with me all day on the field, and carried my orders everywhere
with: the greatest courage, Lieutenant Simmons was severely iojur
by a fragment of a shell,

On January 1; this division was relieved and placed in reserve,

On Friday, the 2d, Grose’s brigade was ordercd over the river to the
left, to support the division of Colonel Beatty, and daring the action the
brigade of Colonel Hazen was also ordered over to co-operate with
Grose; while the First Brigade {Cruft’s} was posted to support a bat-
tery on the hill near the ford. For an account of the part the Second
and Third Brigades took in the affair of Friday afternoon, reference is
had to reports of the officers in command,

During the heavy cannonade the First Brigade maintained its posi-
tions with perfect coolness, While the engagement was going on across
the river, a rebel force of what seemed to be three small regiments en-
tered the clamp of woods in front of the position of our batteries on the
bill pear the ford. These troops were in musket rauge of our right,
acrods the creek, and I determined at once to dislodge them.

Seeing two regiments, one of which was commande. by Colonel Given,
and the other by Colonel Altemire, 1 ordered them to advance to the
edge of the woods and deploy some companies as skirmishers. They
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obeyed we cheerfully and pushed jn. Not being williLg o leave the
repulse of the enemy a matter of doubt, or to expose the brave fellows
to the danger of heavy loss, I ordered up two of Cruft’s 1egiments, and
upon approaching the edge of the woods halted them—told them it was
Iy purpose to clear the woods at the point of the bayonet. To inspire
them with coolness and confidence, the preparations for the charge were
made with great deliberation. To get the proper direction for the line,
guides were thrown out and the proper changes were ruade, bayonets
fixed, and these two regiments, Thirty-first Indiana and Ninetieth Ohio,
ordered to clear the woods. They wentin splendidiy. It was done so
quickly that the rebels had hardly tiwme to discharge their pieces. They
fled with the utmost speed. All these regiments behaved handsomely.
With this report will be forwarded a list of the casualties of my com-
mand, and from its fearful proportions demonstrates its hard service.

List of casualtics.

1 N
I Killed. Wounded Minssing. '
: —
g g | I g1 |
Command. | E ! | § é
i 1 3 T i 1.
2 (4 5 > 318 23:§
g % 3 35
S|&|&|8| 8§ & |¢¥ ' &€ |6 <
X =
First Brigade.................... |, “i ol oi 2| ol e 120.f 2|
Second Beigade 5| 41| 4| 7] ma| | ° 2| 52| 43
Third Brigads .. . 0 971 107) | as6| 478000 74| TH. 6%
Standart's battery [N O B Bl...... 12 12]...... 30 2
Parsong’ battery..... ...l 2 2 ... 14 | | L PO 6[ 6, 2
Cockerill'a battery ... .. . . 77|77 2 2 1 13 : LT P 2l 2] 18
| H
Total* ooeenimrniean ..., 15| 10| 208 48] 1,081 | 1080 el 257‘ 233’1.549
!

I'have the honor to be, very respectfully,
J. M. PALMER,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.
Maj. LYNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Olief of Staff, e,

No, 118,

Report of Surg. Mason @. Sherman, Ninth Indiana Infantry, Acting
Medical Director.

HospITaL OF THE SECOND Drvision, LEFT Wing,
ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Januwary —, 1863.
SIR: As acting medical director of your division, I bave the honor
to respectfully submit the following report of casnalties in the several
days’ battle before Maurfreeshorough:

Number of killed in the First Brigade ....... ..o 43
Wounded. . .. T At R T
Number of killed ip the Becond Brigade ..... ... . [l 50
Wounded severely, 77 ; slightly, 21 T e e i e v, 9202
Number of killed'in the Third Brigade.................. . .. .o 89
Wounded severely ... ... .. i U 12 7 |

Tomlkil.lndandwounded‘.....--....._....-.---.................. 1,143

* But see revised statement, pp. 212, 213,
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again dislodged him, after which the advance was continued. We fired
no more during the day, and at pight wmoved into park, in rear of the
line of battle, 3 miles from Murfreesborougiu.

On the morning of the 30th the enemy’s artillery opened upon Cox’s
battery, to our left and front. During a spirited cabnonading one of
bis shells struck in Battery H, killing 1 private, 1 horse, and wounding
1 sergeant. We moved at once into the position assigned us by Gen.
eral Palmer, and formed the batteries en échelon, supported on the left
by the Tenth, and on the right by the Twenty-second Brigade. I found
Do oceasion, however, to open fire until about 4 p. m., when, upon re-
ceiving information that an artillery dewonstration from the left wing
to support our right, then hotly pressed, was necessary, we commenced
shelling the enemy’s rifle-pits beyond the brick house; at the same
time elevating the range of the rifled pieces, iv order, if possible, to
awaken the enemy’s Latteries. The latter effort was successful; but
after exchanging a few shots, during which but 1 of my men wus wonnded,
the enemy’s fire was silenced. Satisfied that my position was an unfit
one for artillery at night, I retired from the cedars after dark and went
into park in the open field behind them,

On the morning of the 31st I thought it most in accordance with my
instructions from General Palmer to rewain in the position where I
then was, in order to check the advance of the enemy, should he turn
our right. At about 8 a. m. our infantry came falling back from the
pine wood in this direction, when our batteries were swung around and
brought at once into action. The approach of the enemy was parallel,
instead of perpendienlar, to our front, and when he had arrived within
about 300 yards we opened upon his first line and column of reserves
an enfilade fire of canister. The attempt to advance was continaed for
a few moments; then an effort fo change front was followed by a feeble
charge upon the batteries, when, upon being repulsed, the enemy fell
back beyond our view. He reappearcd shortly afterward to our left;
bat again, upon receiving our fire, fell back, and a portion of our in-
fantry. I then took position upon the slight elevation, nearer the pike,
in season to aseist in checking the enemy’s advance upon General Rous-
seaw’s position ; after which both batteries changed front and opened fire,
by order of Geueral Palmer, upon the brick house, to co-operate with
Colonel Hazen’s brigade., So soon as I believed the enemy dislodged
from this position, our pieces were moved to the front and directed upon
his infantry,advancing into the cedar wood formerly held by the Twenty-
second Brigade. The enemy, meanwhile, directed one of his batteries
upon us, but I did not think it proper to reply, so long as our ammuni-
tion could be used with better effect upon his infantry. At about 12 m.,
just as 1 had npearly given out of ammunition, I received orders from
Captain Mendenhall to retire.

At about 4 o’elock I moved to the front, by order of General Palmer,
and from the elevation on either side of the railroad opened upon the
enemy’s infantry, His advance was effectually checked, and at sunset
I was ordered to retire and refit.

At daylight, Jannary 1, we moved to a position on General Rous-
seaw’s front, where I was ordered by General Rosecrans. Except for
the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, whom we dispersed at intervals
by firing spherical case, we were not actively engaged during the day,
and at night retired to a position near the pike, where cur horses were
fed and watered.

Duripg the night and on the next morning I was ordered by differ
ent officers to resume my previous position. I was obliged to decline

e e e
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obeying these orders, owing to those I had received from Captain Men.
denlhall, directing me to await his owrp. The position in which I was
placed by this conflict of orders was exceedingly painful, but I found
mifelfbjustiﬁed by snbsequent events.

At about 4 p. m. of the 2d instant, after I had been laced in i
tion by Captain Mendenhall on an elevation near Negleyl’]s di(:fision pl?\ii)
of the enemy’s batteries opened upon us from the front, while a t’;hird
gave signal for his last attack upon our left. [ advanced the four rifles
holding my howitzers in reserve for the shortess range. The batteries
around me were silenced far too soon, for when my rifled ammunpition
wag exhausted I found that some scoundrel had led off-my caissons, and
I wasg left.l only with the howitzers to reply to the enemy’s concentxzated
artillery fire. Fortunately, Captain Swallow's battery came up beside
ui, and t}]f tchrest of f_he hilifwgs held until our re-enforcements came up,
when, wit, e assistance of Captain ! 3] ?
wher ,silenced. ptain Stokey’ battery, the enemy’s guns

We ceased firing, with our last shot exhausted. We have not again
been engaged or under fire. T have to remark, in this connection, that
if through the five consecutive days, during which we were thus ,more
or less severely engaged, we expended an unusual amount of ammuni-
tion, it most be recognized that we have been longer, and, in general
more closely engaged than perhaps any other batteries of the army. a.uci
that nearly all our ammuuition has been expended at short range, ’

The following are our casualties, &c.: N umber of men killed, 2; nam-
ber of men wounded, I4; nember of men issing, 6; horses killed 20,
plgcesldlsal;leg, 1; rounds of ammunition fired, 2299, T

n place of the piece disabled, the Nineteenth Illinois ea

tured by them frgm the enemy.’ eath Hiinois gave me one cap.

Ido myself honor, sir, in asking your attention to the efficient and
meritorious services of Lients. Harry C. Cushing and Henry A. Hunt-

ington, both of the Fourth U. 8. Artillery. Disregarding all personal

exposure under all circumstances, and especially during the hottest
fhr:is ‘:{ }ti)ece.za?er {11 andI 2d ins(t]ax;it, these gallant officers discharged
T auvy with such cooluess and fideli
grgat:eful oy i & elity that they deserve Iy most
dy brave men look for their reward to the gene iati
which has been freely offered them by the troops v%ith vﬁufmaﬁ.%ﬁﬁéﬂ
and the general commanding the division in which they serve,
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient éervant,
CHAS. C. P
First Lieutenant Fourth U, 8. Artillery, Coﬁfq.sggmms’ ;
Capt. D. W. Nogron,
dssistant Adjutant-General,

No. 1.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Charles Orwt, U. S. Army, commanding First Bri
- 3 . 1] , - e ’ t -B
gade, including skirmish at L Vergne,’ December gg e e

HDQRS. FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND Division, LerT Wt
_ NG
o In t;w Hield, before M?irfmesborough, Temtt, January 8, 1863.
APTAIN : I herewith submit, for the consideration of the ge 1
mand_m g the division, the fo]lo;ving report of the opera.ﬁong onfe{g.iscgﬁ
gade in the recent action before M urfreesborough, Tenn, :
The brigade broke camp, near Nashville, on the morning of the 26th
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and canister from the flanks as my men ran forward to the charge, and
thinning the enemy’s ranks. He was too strong for us, however, and
soon my gallant advance was beaten back to the point of woods. This
point was still held. The brigade on the left was never pressed up to
my front, and left me exposed from this quarter. (General Negley's
- brigade, on the right, first advanced with me, but, yielding to the im-
pulsive charge of the enemy, broke up, and a portion of it drifted in
disorder immediately to my rear, and left me exposed to the cross-fire
of the enemy from the woods on the right. We were now completely
flanked. Qur own troops impeded tny retreat. Cannon, caissons, artil-
lery wagous, and bodies of men in wild retreat filled the road apd
woods to wy rear, precluding everything like proper and orderly retreat,
Captain Standart’s artillery ammunition was failing rapidly. He was
shifting front constantly to keep off the enemy. The cartridges of my
men were becoming short. Messages were sent to the rear for re-en-
forcements and for the reserve brigade of the division. The cnemy’s
fire was upon three sides of my position, and apparently exactly to the
rear, in the woods. It was impossible to get ammunition up, to com-
municate with the general commanding the divisien, or to obtain re-
enforcements.

In this condition the ground was still beld for some forty minutes
longer than seemed right or proper. My command had some cover in
the edge of the woods from the enemy’s bullets, and still kept up a fire
sufficiently strong to keep them from rushing into the woods. Seeing
my little brigade failing rapidly, and many of its best men carried
wounded to the rear, without hope of support, or further ability to hold
on, I withdrew it in as good order as practicable. The enemy pressed
closely, firing constantly into the retreating mass. We faced to rear,
and covered the retreat of General Negley’s men as well as could be
done. The Second Kentucky Regiment brought off three pieces and
the Ninetieth Ohio Volanteers one piece of abandoned artillery by hand
which the enemy were rushing upon and about to capture.

Standart’s battery was saved, with a loss of 3 men and 7 horses, It
had but 16 rounds of ammunition when the order to retire was given,
Upon falling back to the edge of the wood, on the west side, I met
Major-General Thomas and reported to him, and, with bis consent, con-
tinued to fall back across the open ground to the turnpike with my
shattered forces, now numbering about 500, After forming in line along
the turnpike (abount 12 m.), the brigade was ordered, by & member of
General Rosecrans’ staff, to the left, to support a battery on the rail-
road. Ittook this position and held it during the remainder of the day
and the vight following.

On the Ist instant, the brigade was piaced in line on the right of the
division, in rear of the interval between the First and Third Divisions,
After remaining thus until noon, it was advaneed to the front to snpport
Swallow’s (Indiana) battery, posted on a commanding elevation to the
left of the railway, and near the ford across Stone's River. Daring the
day it was exposed to occasional shelling from the enemy’s batteries.

On the 2d instant, rude breastworks were constructed back of the
batteries, and the brigade held the same position behind them. Itlay
here during the severe fight across the creek on our left, supporting
the batteries, and exposed to a heavy cross-fire from the enemy’s guns
A higher scene of cool moral courage, perbaps, has not been evinced
during the war than that exhibited by my brigade on this memorable
day. The line lay still and quiet behind the frail works we had been
able to construct, with the shot and shell of the enemy comiog from
three directions and bursting’above, in front of it, and all around it,
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while our own massed batteries were belehing out their zoutents 1y,
front of and over it. The roar of artillery was terrific. The Smok
from our own pieces and the bursting shell of the enemy at times ol
scured the line from view. By some wonderful Providence but throe
men of the brigade were killed bere by the enemy’s shells,

Abont dark, and when the enemy were driven upon our left, the b
gade was advanced by General Pualmer, he gallantly leading two reg,
ments, the Thirty-first Indiana and Ninetieth Obkio, to the point of woods,
a half mile to the front and left of our artitlery position, and in line witl,
our advance on the left, across the creek. [ tollowed rapidly with the
residue of the brigade across the open field to the general’s right, ang
on line with bim. Knowing nearly the position of a masked battery or
the enemy hid by a crest in the field, I ordered the men to cheer loudl,
as we approached the latter. It had now become dark. As the nois,
of the last cheer died away, the cuemy opeued a fire of shrapnel fron,
tour small gans. The live immediately laid down under shelter of tho
crest, and for some thirty minutes the enemy continued to play at us
His shot passed just over our hieads and struck the ground not to excecy
100 feet to the rear of our live,

Only a single casualty occurred here—the death of one man, struc,
by a shell. He was a straggler, not connected with my command, who
was attempting to get to the rear. A strong picket, from my brigad.,
was posted in the wood and across the field, and the residue brougly
back to camp nearthe artillery. The latter position was maintained i
the brigade until the evacuation of the enemy. )

The following statement, condensed from the report of the medien)
officer of my staff, and the returns of the regimental commanders, ex
hibits the casualties of the brigade and battery, to wit:

| Eilled. Wounded | Missing. :
T e e
€ 5, €.
124 : ' By
:'S§] : .7§' ‘»'3.%
gg ! TEE - | &=
Command Dok . - |8
N ; -1 R e
P ET L BR! L jET g
P §2 L s | ES . P Ei ! i
1581 o 1§ (8 4 0 B Eei i ¥
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A #1612 .a:8|a |& 4
Blet Indianm.......c.o........ -------------1 5 L] 1: + 45 3 3‘{ 37 B
1st Eentoocky. o1toaslo1 s s ! o3y gl g
80th Ohic ...... AO1TE ATE s 8] 130 20 sl 48| 1o
24 tucky.... 40 ] 2| 58 |...._. 10 19 ‘i
Standart's battery ......................... I TP ARt 1 ot I )
TOtAI" ..ot i 49‘ 9] 20! | e 1w | n
1 i . 1

It may be observed that the above statement includes as woundel
only those disabled from duty ; slight hurts and trivial injuries are not
included. Of those rated as missing, about one-half the number are
stated by their officers to have been captured Ly the enemy in the batil.
of the 3Ist nltimo. The number of cashalties, it will be noted, reachus
nearly one-third of my effective strength.

Herewith are inelosed the reports of Colonels Enyart, Sedgewick,
Osborn, and Ross, commanding the various regiments of the brigade,

* But see ravised statement, p, 21%:
34 B B—VOL XX, PT 1
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and the report of Surg. J. B. Armstrong, medical officer of my statf.
These reports will convey to the general commanding the division a
better knowledge of many of the details of the recent actions than can
be embraced in this general statement, They make honorable mention
of many line aud subaltern officers, which is deserving, and to which 1
crave special attention.

Before couclnding, T beg to say to the general commaanding the divis-
ion that the officers and men of all the regiments under my command
bebaved uniformly well. Three of the regiments are veterans, and have
left their impress upon former battle-fields, The Ninetieth Ohio, though
for the first time thrown into a severe engagement, behaved admirably,
aud achieved for itself a right to rank with its associates in the old
Twenty-second, or any brigade where high-toned valor is displayed.

Colonels Bedgewick, Euyart, Ross, and Osborn displayed marked
gallantry on the field daring the engagement, and handled their com-
mands with courage, skill, and prudence. Their associates, field and
staff officers, nobly seconded them. It is not in my power to make dis-
tinctions among these, where all performed their duty =0 bravely and
cheerfully.

To Captain Standart and his gallant battery I am under peculiar
obligations. This brave officer and his command have long been agso-
ciated with this brigade. Althoogh chief of artillery to the division, he
preferred to fight his own battery, and was with it constantly. It ren-
dered most effective service whengver put in action. His associate off.
cers, Lieuts. N. A. Baldwin and E. P, Sturges, acted nobly thronghont,
and, with the gunners, drivers, and artillerymen of all grades, stood
bravely to their work in the fight on the 31st ultimo, almost against
hope, and safely brought away their battery. The battery was chiefly
fustrumental in saving the brigade in this position.

Of my personal staff, it affords me pleasure to say that Capt. W, H.
Fairbanks, of the Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, acting assistant adju-
tant-general, was at his post constantly, and, as on former oceasions,
behaved gallantly. Lieut. John Wright, of the Rirst Kentucky, acting
aide-de-camp, displayed high courage on the field and most soldierly
bearing throughout. I recommend his promotion for gallantry in the
action of the 31st ultimo. Lient. J.C. Beeler, of the Thirty-first Indiana
Volunteers, acting quartermaster to the brigade, discharged his duties
properly and fearlessly ; staid with hig transportation while under fire,
took care of it, and lost no Goverament property,

Surg. J. B. Armstrong wade very ample and gfficient arrangements
for the wounded of the brigade, and, by his care and attention, in con-
Junction with the regimental surgeons, got them speedily from the field,
and had them as well cared for as those of any other command. He
reports to me good conduct on the part of all regimental sargeons.

The department of Captain Robioson, commissary of subsistence, was
well mapaged. Though absent himegelf, it was leff in good hands, and
my troops were at all times during the days of the battle farnished with
proper rations, regardless of the danger of. conveying them.

Two orderlies from my escort (Corpl. James T. Slater and Private
Willism Hayman, both of the Second Indiana Cavalry) deserve notice
for their good conduct on the field, and are worthy of promotion.

With assurances of esteem to the brigadier-general commanding the
division, I am, captain, very truly, yours, &c.,

CHARLES CRUFT,
Brigadier-Qeneral, Commanding First Brigade.

Captain Norroy,

Actg. Asst. Adit. Gen.. Second Div.. Left Wing, Fourteenth A. C.
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Hpqrs. SEconp Drv.,, TWENTY-FIRST ARMY Corps,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
February 6, 1863—S8 1. n.

JOLONEL: In reply to note of Lieatenant Stone, acting assistant ad-
jutant-general, received an hour since at these headquarters, addressed
to Geperal Palmer, I will say that the records of the divisiou adjutant’s
office do not contain data for an accurate statement of the effective
force of this command, which went into the actions of 31st December
and 2d ultimo. I am able to make an approximate statement only (in
time limited Ly the note for reply), which is presumed to be substan-
tially correct. One of the brigades of this division is at Readyville and
another at Cripple Creek, and it is impossible to communicate with
them without the lapse of some hours.

General Palmer has been absent since the 318t ultimo, and may have
such statement among his private papers, which I have not examined.

The following, I think, nearly correct. It is as near as can be arrived
at from figures ilere:

7!“
B | %
He g
Ej'; Ex
Erigades. | Gomumanding officers, 55 o3
' 58 58
35 | §°
' -] &
S _'J L] J =]
Fireb ...oooooviiii e | GeneralCruft.... ... . Praer! ey
Becond ... [, Il [ Colonel Hagen .0 /11 7777w 1,385 g75
Third S Colonel Grose ...... ... 00077 L768 | 1,13

A more accurate statement can be furnished upon giving time to
regimental commanders.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, yours, &c.,
CHARLES CRUFT,
Brigadier-General, Commanding,
C. GoDDARD, Lieut. Col. and 4sst. Adjt. Gen.

No. 124,

Beportof Surg. James B, Armstrong, Thirty-first Indiang Infantry, Acting
Brigade Surgeon.

HEADQUARTERS FIRsr Bricapy,
Hospital Second Division, January 9, 1863,
DEAR SIR : I have the honor to forward to you the following report
of casualties of the First Brigadein the late battis near Murfreesboroy gh,
Tenn. :
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* Bnt see revised stateme;z_t, p. 212
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I cannot close this report without mentioning the names of Surg. L.
H. Tipton, of the Ninetieth Obio, Asst. Surgs. James E. Cox, of the Sec-
ond Bentucky, and John Dickson, of the First Kentucky, who were reg-
ularly detailed as assistant operative surgeons in the hospital of the
Second Division, and who most cheerfully performed their entire duty,
aiding and assisting the wounded in all cases of emergency, aod assist-
ing in all the grave operations necessary to the reliet of the wounded,
Their untiring exertion, as well as great care and judpment in their
duty, require an honorable mention to be made of them. L

Psarhaps it is inappropriate, yet I do not feel willing to close this brief
report withont mentioning the name of our superior surgeon in ¢harge
of this hospital—Surg. M. G. Sherman, acting medical director Second
Division-—whow I cannot muke too high wention of for lis lugh medieal
knowledge as a skillful surgeon and careful operator, ever ready and
willing at all times, day and night, to render any service in his power
to aid and comfort the wounded and dying. Indeed, it is notsaying too
much when I say, never have I seen a physician aud surgeon more at-
tentive to his duty, and, without exception, he has rendered entire satis-
faction to all. He has endeared himself Ly the most tender ties to both
patients and surgeons, and we shall ever feel grateful that he was in
charge of this hospital during this most tryieg time. )

Excnse the great brevity of this report, as time is precious, and we
are yet very, very busy in the performance of our many duties to the
afflicted. )

With the most profound respect, I am, respectfully, your obedient

t, &c.
servanty S J. B. ARMSTRONG,
Actg. Brigade Surg., 1st Brig., 2d Div., Army of the Cumberland.

Brig. Gen, CeARLES CRUFT,
First Brigade.

No. 125,

ort of Col. John Osborn, Thirty-first Indiana Infontry, including skir-
Report of mish at La Vergne, December 26.

Hogrs. TEIRTY-FIRST REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor of submitting to you the following report
of the part this regiment participated i in the late action with the rebel
army before Murfreesborough, commencing December 26, 1862, at the
town of La Vergne, and ending before Murfreesborough J annary 3,
1863 :

On the morning of December 26, when the United States forces were
put in motion, our regiment was on picket duty some G miles southeast
of Nashville. Before the pickets could be called in, and the regiment
in line of marel, the brigade to which they belonged was some 4 miles
in advance. The regiment had a very fatiguing march through nud
and rain. In passing the foreces we had to take the fields ; that made
the mareh more arduous. ‘

At 3 p. m. we joined the brigade 1 mile west of La Vergne, Wewero
ordered to the advance, the First Kentucky Regiment on the right and
our regiment on the left, the Second Kentucky Regiment and the
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Ninetieth Ohio Regiment our support.  We were ordered across a field
to a woods to the left of the Maurfreesborough road. Shortly after we
had taken our position, the enemy commenced throwing shell into the
woods. We immediately sent out two companies (E and K), and de-
ployed them as skirmishers in advance of our line, and moved on the
enemy in live. After advancing about 1 mile, we came in reach of the
enemy’srifles. They opened a heavy fire from their rifles and two pieces
of artillery, whick overreacked our line. Our men rushed forward with
4 ghout, which caused the enemy to leave in greal confusion.

We remained in this position antil dark, We then moved a short
distance to the right and bivonacked for the night.

Both officers and men conducted themselves with coolness and bravery,
without receiving ary injury whatever.

The next day we moved forward in line of battle, which was continned
from day to day until the evening of December 29. We arrived at night-
fall within a few miles of Murfreesborough, onr brigade filing to the
right of Murfreeshorongh pike about one-quarter of & mile, when we
bivouacked for the night, N othing oceurred during the night, except
heavy skirmishing in our front.

Early on the morning of December 30, 1862, we were ordered forward
to the front of the grove in which we were bivouacked, which order was
promptly executed, our regiment ou the right and the Second Kentucky
on our left, the Ninetieth Qhio supporting the Second Kentucky and
the First Kentucky supporting our regiment. Upon arriving at this
position, I was ordered by you to report to Colonel Sedgewick, of the
Second Kentucky, whom you informed me would command the front
line. I was ordered to deploy two companies in front of our line as
skirmishers, connecting with a like corps from General Negley’s divis-
ion on the right, and the Second Kentucky on the left, which was imme-
diately done by sending out Companies C'and B. Before our lines ware
established the enemy opened on us a brisk fire of shell and ball, which
continned all day, the balls of the enemy’s sharpshooters reaching our
Lines.

About 4 o’clock in the evening we were ordered to advance our line
to support a battery, which was done, and we remained in that position
during the night, Companies 4, B, 1, D, and H relieving alternately O
and E as gkirmishers.

Early on the morning of the 31st we were again ordered to move our
lines forward, which was done. Shortly after, our skirmishers were
driven in by the enemy, our men reserving their fire until all their com-
rades had joined the line.

At this time a heavy force of the eneuwy appeared in our frogt, in an
open field on a piece of rising ground, when they opened a severe fire
upon our line, which was returned with a steady nerve by cur men,
which soon made them fall back, In a few moments they again re-
turned to the crest of the field and attempted to charge our line, bat the
steady nerve of our boys and their deadly aim caused them again to
retire. Our men getting short of ammunition, the First Kentueky Reg-
iment came to our aid, and, passing our line, followed the enemy up
into the field ; but the heavy force of the enemy in front, and the regi-
ment being exposed to a cross-fire from the enemy’s battery, they were
compelled to fall back with considerable loss, Our regiment remained
in its former position, and beld their fire until their Kentucky friends
had passed to the rear. They agam, with the coolness of veterans,
poured another volley into the lines of the enemy, thinuing their ranks,
and making them the third time fall back to their former hiding place.
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In a short time the enemy changed their point of attack, and ap-
peared in great force on the left of our brigade and on the right, between
our regiment and -General Negley’s forces. Both our right and left
falling back, I was forced to order the regiment to fall back. The men
obeying the order so reluctantly, and our left being so far turned before
orders to fall back were received, caused our list of missing to be so
large. We were also exposed to a cross-fire of the enemy’s artillery.

Our regiment occupied the front line from the morning of the 30th
until 11 a. m. on the 31st, with the exception of a few moments, when the
First Kentucky occupied the front. The brigade, falling back through
a dense growth of cedar, became scattered somewhat, but were formed
again in line ready for any emergency.

Next morning (January 1) the regiment, with the brigade, took a
position farther to the left, as a reserve.

January 2, the regiment again took a front position, sending out Com-
pany F as skirmishers, and during this day they laid in rifle.pits, ex-
posed to a terrific fire from the enemy’s artillery. Late in the evening
Lieutenant-Colonel Smith and Capt. J. T. Bmith, acting major, with Gexn-
eral Palmer, led them in a splendid charge on the enemy, cleaning out
& piece of woods ocoupied by them in force, both officers and men acting
heroically, to the entire satisfaction of the brave general. I herewith
send you a list of casunalties.*

I cannot close this report without calling your attention to the gallant
conduct of the officers under my command during the action. Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Bmith was always on the alert, cheering the men, passing
along the line of skirmishers and the regiment; wherever duty called
him, there he was during the whole engagement. Captain Smith, activg
major, was always at his post, calm and collected, cheering the men and
directing them where to strike the hardest blow. Captain Hallowell,
acting adjutant, was always on duty, visiting the ontposts and cheering
the men, and where the Dalls flew thickest he appeared the oftenest.
Captain Waterman, of Company A—I cannot speak too highly of his
bravery, When one of his men fell, he picked up his gun and nobly
kept it still in use. Captains Neff, of Company D, and Grimes, of Com-
pany @, were always at their posts, discharging their whole duty.
Lientenants Pickins, of Company B; Ray, of Company O; Scott, of
Company E; Lease, of Company F; Brown, of Company H; Pike, of
Company I, and Hager, of Company K, were in command of their re-
spective companies during the whole action, and conducted themselves
like old veterans, cheering their men and directing them to fire with
deliberation.

Lientenant Ford, of Company A, after the regiment fell back, on the
morning of the 3lst, after Captain Waterman was missing, took com-
mand of hiz company, and nobly imitated the gallant conduet of his
veteran captain. Licutenants Clark, of Company D ; Hatfield, of Com-
pany H; Brown, of Company F; Fielding, of Company E; Roddy and
MecPhetridge, of Company G, and Haviland, of Company B, were at
their places throughout the whole action, vying with each other in
noble deeds of valor.

Asgistant Surgeon Morgan was ever attentive to his profession, close
in the rear of the regiment; close thereby he established his hoapital,
aud refused to leave the wounded soldiers, but nobly remained with
them, suffering himself to be taken prisoner rather than leave them to
suffer. Thesame is also true in regard to Dr. McKinney, hospital stew-
ard, who was also taken prisoner.

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 212,
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I canyot speak in too high terms of the conduct of Sergeant-Major
Noble, who gallantly buckled on the cartridge box and took a rifle, and
was in the front rank of the line dealing out lead pills for the secesl.
Sergeant Dougluss, of Company K, who was discharging the duties of
a licutenant, was active in Jeading his brave men to the post of houor.
And, indeed, it is not necessary for me to speak of individuals; every
commissioned ¢ fficer and non-commissioned officer and private of my
command did his whole duty, without an exception, as did all the
oflicers and wen that cawe under my notice of the entire brigade.

Brigadier-General Cruft was at his post, ever watchful of his comman d,
fearing no dauger where duty called him; frequently riding along the
line, waving his bat and cheering Lis command in the hottest of the
eontest,

Of the few killed on the field, three were of the color-guard.

JOON OSBORN,
Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-rirst Regiment Indiana Volunteers.
Capt. W. H. FAIRBANKS,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant. General.

No. 126.

Report of Col. David A. Enyart, First Kentucky Infantry, including
skirmish at La Vergne, Docember 26.

Hpgrs. First REGIMENT KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.

GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of the
operations of the First Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry during
the late engagement:

Pursuant to orders we left our camp, near Nashville, on the morning
of the 26th ultimo, and proceeded toward Murfreesborough on the direct
road. Arriving within 1 mile of La Vergne about 4 o’clock that evening,
a considerable force of the enemy were discovered on the left of the
road, and the First Brigade, S8econd Division, left wing, was ordered to
operate against them, General Oruft ordered the First Kentucky to
the front, ang after counsiderable skirmishing with the enemy we charged
aud drove him across the creek into the woods near the town, with a loss
of 2 men wounded,

The position thus gained was picketed and held during the night by
the First Kentucky Regiment. Soon after dark a foree of the enemy’s
cavalry attacked the left of our picket line, but were repulsed by Com-
panies I aed C, losing 1 man wounded.

On the 27th nitimo the regiment marched with the division as far as
Stewart’s Creek, where we bivounacked until the morning of the 29th;
we then moved forward slowly and bivenacked about 2% miles from
Murfreesborough.

On the 30th, the regiment was assigned its position in line of battle,
bemg; on the right of the second line of the brigade, the brigade (Gen-
eral Craft’s) being on the right of the division (General Palmer’s), and
of General Crittenden’s command. The Ninetieth Ohio was on our left,
and the Thirty-first Indiana on our front in the first line, We lay on
our arms during the day.

On the morning of the 31st ultimo, about 8 0’¢lock, General Negley's
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ivigi k position on our right, and socou after the euga.gem'ent
%Eggﬂcggo onpour right wing. About 9 o'clock our front Was(si haa:‘df
pressed, and the brigade moved forward, the first hne, to the & gc&‘ ]?
the woods and the First Kentucky to support Standart’s battery. : 8
right of om army was being driven bacl‘(, and the engag%u.xeu Kwas
getting warm in our frout, when General Cruft ordered the lr'stt fhnv
tucky to move forward, and march: over the Thirty-first Imhanac.l u; (v} the
corn-field, 300 yards in front of them, where we were g_x[;osi Ob (ta
fire of two pieces of artillery, ?upported]bﬂ aél ;t;gklment of infantry, abou

distant, and directly on our le . )
looogglglc?sition here was in advance of that held by any oth(_ar _r;aglmeni%
in the army. Being in danger of being cut off by a heavy co utmnt t?
the enemy advancing on our right, we retired in good V%rder o 3
woods, where we took a new position behind a fence. e Eema.n?:l
here but a short time, when talf; brigade fell back throngh the woods
reformed on the road.
Bthlpgua;;nﬁz g’glock we were ordered forward to the supportof a bb?]t-
tery ; remaiving there but half an hour, the brigade wa.sfmﬁv%d_ vtioione
railroad, and in the evening ;‘zrmed a new line in rear of the division,
we lay during the night. ]
w%lli‘le thg mstr)rning %f the lge;t instant we were again n’mvgd to tgeblefz
to & new position, our left resting on the bank of Stone’s R}veg. Ho(::s
noon we were ordered farther to the left, to support Captain Swall s
battery, which was posted on an eminence. Here the regiment remaine
i i " . -
du(:)i: gtﬁl;ezndggg threw ap a breastwork of rails and stones, blelfum}
which we remained during the attempt of the enemy to turn the left o
our line. Afier the signal defeat of the enemy at this poufl't, “{)e tv:e:e
ordered forward by General Cruft, until, coming in range Ob a ad:ﬂi
of the enemy, we lay down uatil the fire had ceased. It eu;lg ik
and nothing farther to do, we retired to our former position, where
i il the 4th instant. ) )

mr‘ga}zﬁ(;rugltlld more definite report of the operations of the regiment
will be made hereafter.

dient servant
Very respectfully, your obedie b A ENYART,

Colonel, Commanding First Kentucky Volunicer Infantry.

No. 1217.

I. Thomas D. Sedgewiok, Second Kentucky Infantry, including
Report of Go shirmish ;ttig La V;rgns, December 26.

HBEADQUARTERS SECOND KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
Ca?n_p near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 18, 1863,

IR: In compliance with orders, I have the honor herewith to
sulb?xﬁﬁsna?"eport of uheppart taken by the Second Kentucky Begqlmelet in
the operations before Mnrfreesborough, from December 26, 18}@:, tof ;?-
uary 4, 1863, and also my report as commander of the front 1(:119;]j ?J O e
First Brigade, composed of the Second Kentncky Reglmen(; 5;1)1_ Thirty-
first Indiana, forming t,h:;al ei:éé'gme advance of the Second Division in

i mber . )
thi::%%%(:fu? ac(;amps bey:md Nashville on the morning of December
26, 1862, the hrigade being the advance of the division, the division
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forming the advance of the left wing, my regiment, being the advance
of the brigade, was deployed as skirmishers on each side of the road,
This position was observed until we arrived within 1 wile of La Vergne,
when, meeting with an obstinate resistance from the enemy’s artillery
and infantry, our cavalry and several regiments of infantry were sent
forward, who drove the enewy from his ground. Here we bivonacked
for the night,

On the morning of the 27th, we took our position in the line of march,
and in the evening bivouacked on Stewart’s Ureek, remaining in said
position until the morning of the 29th, when I was placed in command
of the Second Kentucky and Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, acting as
reserve to the Third Brigade, in the general advance, in line toward
Murfreesborongh.

Arriving within 3 miles of Murfreesborongh, we halted for the night,
and on the morning of the 30th the brigade moved to a position about
half a mile to the right of the pike. The two regiments under my com-
mand were thrown forward in the extreme advance of the division, in
a cedar wood, and fronting an extensive open field, in which the enemy
had thrown up upon commanding crests two rows of rifle-pits, and placed
in position and embrasures two batteries.

Upon our right my frout line skirmishers were supported by General
Negley’s division, and npon the left by Colonel Grose, commanding
Third Brigade of our division.

Upon the crest of the first hill, immediately in front of and about 200
Yards distant from wy front line, the enemy had posted a number of
sharpshooters, who annoyed us considerably during the day.

This position I determined to take, and, with General Cruft’s consent,
I strengthened my skirmishers and advanced toward that point, driv-
ing the enemy from it. The skirmishers of General Negley kept up the
alignment and support on the right, but, through some misunderstand-
ing, or otherwise, we had no sapport on the left, and during the night
the enemy, being re-enforced, advanced and drove my outposts (holding
this commanding and important position) back some 23 yards. This
position, which would have been of immense advantage to us on the
succeeding day, could not have been held or regained by the First Bri-
gade (without the support on the left) withont bringing on a sharp and
unwished-for engagement.

On the morning of the 31st, the entire line of General Negley, im.
mediately upon our right, becama seriously engaged, and at 8 a. m. I
received the command from you to move forward, 1 pushed forward
the skirmishers nutil they had driven the enemy from and gained the
crest of the second hill in our front; the front line of the brigade moved
forward to a fence at the edge of the woods and at the foot of the first
hill. At this juncture I found that the skirmishers and front line of
General Negley’s division had fallen back to a point in our rear, and
that those on the left had come to a halt, and were engaged 200 yards
IN My rear.

By this time the enemy commenced emerging in heavy force from the
woods in our front and on the right, and advanced in colamn, driving
my skirmishers back to the front line, They moved forward in splendid
style until they reached the crest of the first hill in our front, there halted,
and delivered a well-directed volley fuil upon us. Captain Standart’s
battery immediately on my right, and my two regiments in front, simu)-
taneously opened apon them, and with such eflect that their front line

gave way and fled to the rear; another line was forced up to the same
position only to share the ssme fate; again fresh troops were advanced



538 EY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND S§W. VA, [Cuar. XXEIL

fo the same point in the most perfect order. They planted their colors
in the ground, and then extended their line by deploying to the right
and left. The entire line threw themselves upon the ground and at
once opened upon us abd Lept up a murderous fire. Here 1 reported
the position of affairs in the front to General Cruft, and, in obedience to
his order, hastened to the left, where I found that our support on the
left had fallen back to a point near half a mile in the rear and farther
to the left. In returning to report to the general, I discovered that Gen-
eral Negley's entire line had apparently given way, and his troops,
artillery and infantry, were then hurryiug through the woods in our
rear to some point on the left, thus leaving our entire right flank open
and unprotected.

Our position at this moment was one of great peril and danger. The
enemy having driven back the brigade on our left, and gained posses-
sion of the high grounds around the burnt house, had there posted a
battery, one section of which was turned on our position, hurling with
fearful accuracy perfect showers of grape and shell. On the right they
had pressed closely upon the retiring forces of General Negley, and had
gained a point within 150 yards of our position, when Captain ét-a,nda.rt,
wheeling one section of his battery to the right, opened upon them with
such effect that they were checked, but immediately opened mpon our
position a terrible fire of musketry.

Meanwhile their batteries and infantry in our front kept up an inces-
sant firing. Thus we were completely exposed to an enfilading fire of
artillery and musketry, rendering our position untenable, and our cap-
ture or annihilation alinost certain if we remained. The men, however,
stood up nobly, preventing several different attempts to gain our posi-
tion fram the front. At this moment I was informed that the Second
Kentucky and Thirty-first Iudiana, who had for over two hours held
their position at the fence, fighting against superior numbers, had nearly
exhausted their ammunition. Iimmediately informed General Craft of
the faet, and also of our situation in the front and on the flanks, and
asked permission to withdraw. He refused, saying that it was neces-
sary for us to hold our position, in order to protect the retreat of Gen-
eral Negley's artillery. I immediately went forward and relieved the
Second Kentucky at the fence by the Ninetieth Qhio, the Thirty-first In-
diana being relieved by the First Kentueky. The passage of lines by
the advaneing and retiring regiments was executed in the most perfect
manner and in good order.

By the time the line had again been formed at the fonce, the enemy,
re-enforced, were pressing steadily forward on our flanks, and a force,
sight columns deep, was advancing directly to our front. The First
Kentucky sprang over the fence and advanced to meet them, but after
delivering several volleys was forced to fall back to the fence. Here
this regiment and the Ninetieth Ohio kept them in check. I returned to
the rear line, and found that all efforts to obtain a fresh supply of am-
munition for the Second Kentucky and Thirty-first Indiana had proved
fruitless. I informed the general of the fact, and also that it was im-
possible for the two regiments, then hotly engaged in the front, to hold
their position against such odds.

He again sent me to see the sitnation on our left and in the rear, I
found the Second Brigade still holding their ground far in our rear, and
one brigade of Negley’s division formed in line facing immediateiy to
our rear, and firing at the enemy, who appeared to be advancing in that
direction. Of these facts and our isolated position I informed General
Oruft, when he reluctantly gave me the order to have the brigade fall
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slowly back. After returning through the woods about 200 yards, I
took command of my regiment, which was then reformed and faced to
the front, and again advanced; but, having little support, and seeing
the enemy advancing in strong bodies, I determined to withdraw and
rejoin the brigade.

Just here I was informed that three pieces of artillery, belonging to
Negley's division, had been abandoned in the woods some 400 yards to
my right, and were about falling into the hands of the enemy. I imme-
diately moved my regiment by the fank double-quick to the spot, and,
having cut the traces, I brought them off in safety ; and, placing them
out of danger, I rejoined the brigade, which was formed on the railroad,
in rear of former position.

The brigade remained near this place until 4 a. m. next worning, when
we were advanced farther to the front, where we remained but a short
time, when we returned to our former position.

After daylight my regiment moved with the brigade to a position
farther to the left, where we remained until the afternoon, when we were
moved still farther to the left, near Stone’s River, to the support of
Swallow’s battery. Here we built small breastworks in our frout and
around the guus of the battery, and remained in an exposed condition,
amid the rain, until the evening of J anuary 3.

During the severe battle of that day on the left, my regiment was

exposed to a terrible fire from the enemy’s batteries, which had engaged
those of Swallow and Parsons, which the brigade was supporting.
Here I had 1 mar mortally wounded by the explosion of a shelil.
_ From that time to date we have participated with the brigade in all
1ts movements. From the time our forces left Nashville up to this date
Wy regiment has been in the advance, never in reserve; and on all occa-
sions, and under all circumstances, both men and officers have performed
nobly and heroically the task allotted them.

In the action on the 31st, and during the fight on January 2, soldiers
never displayed more undaunted courage than those of the Second Ken-
tncky. Those that live are heroes, every one; those that died are mar-
tyrs to their country’s cause.

Lieut. Col. Warner Spencer, Maj. J. R. Hurd, and Capt. A. J. M.
Browne deserve special mention and commendation for their gallantry
and daring. In fact, every officer of the regiment is deserving of the
greatest praige. Colonel Osborn, Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, and Cap-
tain Hallowell, of the Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, merit great praise
for the manner in which they discharged their various duties during the
action of the 31st.*

Killed ... .ooevonan e e 8
Mortally wounded.... ...... ... . 0. 0010, [T T e ?
Seriously wounded........... I 30
Slightly wounded..............-.....,......,..,..............._........_..... 27
Missing ... ...l LIl et 10

Total. .. B U .-

Nine wounded were taken prisoners.
I have the honor to be, with mach respect, your obedient servant,
T. D. SEDGEWICK,
Colonel Second Kentucky Volunteers.
Capt. W. H. FAIRBANES,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

* Nominal list omitted.
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No. 128.
Eeport of Col. Isaac N. Ross, Ninetieth Ohvy Infantry.

CAMP NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 8, 1863,

SIR: I herewith furnish a report of the part taken by the Nh e
tieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, First Brigade, Second Divis-
ion, left wing of the Army of the Cumberland, in the series of move.
ments beginning with the crossing of Stewart’s Creek on Monday, De-
cember 29, 1862, and closing with the final repulse of the enemy on
Saturday, January 3, 1863.

Monday forenoon the regiment moved across Stewart’s Creek, on the
Murfreeshorough pike, deployed to the right of the pike, and formed in
double columns, closed at half distance, in the rear of the Second Ken-
tucky Regiment and on the left of the First Kentucky Regiment. It
then moved parallel with the pike, and met no resistance during the day.

Monday night it bivonacked within 3 miles of Murfreesborough, still
to the right of the pike, and nothing worthy of notice occurred duricg
the night.

Tuesday morning the regiment moved by the right flank into 2 cedar
forest still farther to the right of the pike, and took position, the Thirty.
first Indiana and Second Kentucky Regiments forming the first line
while the Ninetieth Ohio, with the First Kentucky on the right, formed
the second line, about 150 paces in the rear. The regiment inaintained
this position during the day, and was frequently under the fire of shells.

Tuesday night it bivouacked in the same position and in line of batile.

Wednesday morning, about 8 o’clock, the battle opened all along the
right wing with both cannonading and musketry, with indications that
our forces were being pressed back. About 10 o'clock the brigade
moved forward in the crder previously named; the Nipetieth Ohio
being ordered to support the Second Kentucky, in case it needed assist-
ance, and immediately the front line was engaged with the enemy.
Firing continued to increase in rapidity and fierceness until the Second
Kentucky sent back word that they needed support, when the Ninetieth
Ohio was ordered forward on double-quick. It moved to the front, and
was immediately engaged with the enemy, who appeared in great force,
with two batteries planted within 150 yards of our position, which raked
ns with grape and canister,

In noticing the movements of the enemy, I observed him massing a
heavy force behind a large house in our front and left, and preparing to
plaut a battery in the same position, and I also observed that our sup-
port on the left had given way. After consulting with Lieutenant-
Colone! Rippey, I determined to report the situation of affairs to Brig-
adier-General Cruft, commanding the brigade, who was on the field, and
asked support. Receiving uo support, I immediately returned to the
regiment and ordered it to fall back, we having waintained our position
until the enemy, in overwhelming masses, were within at least 25 yards
of us.

The regiment now feli back in considerable disorder through the cedar
forest, in whigh it held position in the morning, to the railroad, where
it rallied, and formed on the left of the brigade, supporting a battery.
This position. it maintained until dark, when the engagement closed.
It then moved with the brigade to the right, toward the pike, and
bivonacked for the night.
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Thursday morning it moved to the left of the railroad and lay in line
of battle all day, during which time it was exposed to the enemy’s artil-
lery, which frequently sent shell and shot into onr ranks. The same
day the brigade was moved forward to a small eminence, where it
formed the advance line of battle, and supported the Latteries which
had taken position here. Theregiment was on the right of the brigade.
About 9 ’clock that evening it was moved back into a skirt of woods,
where it bivouacked for the niglt.

Friday morning, at 7 o’clock, we moved to the same position, and in
the same order of the day previons. Here we threw up a hasty breast-
work, the enemy firing a scattering shell into our ranks unfil abount
11 a. m,, when he opened a ficree cannovade, which lasted about an
hour,

About 4 o'clock that ¢cvening the enemy attacked our position in great
fury, with Loth musketry and artillery, manifestly endeavoring to turn
our left. The regiment held its position on the right of the brigade,
behind the breastworks, which formed a protection from the enemy’s
shot and shell, which fell now in abundance all around us and once
drove our artillery to the rear. Many of the shells struck our works,
but none of the regiment were wounded.

Just before dark the brigade was ordered to fix bayonets and charge
across the plain and clear a wood, in our front, of the enemy. This
charge was made in gallant style, and for its bebavior during this
movement the Ninetieth received the thanks of the division com-
wander. After dark the regiment returned to the position it had
occupied during the day, and there remained all night. The charge
just mentioned was the closing operation of the day’s work.

All day Baturday the regiment was Leld in the same position until
late at night, when it moved into a skirt of woods just in the rear of
its former position.

It was not again brought into action, but held the position in the
wood all day Sunday, wheu the information came that the enemy had
evacuated Murfreesborough.

Where there was & general effort to perform their daty, it would be
difficult to desiguate individual acts of bravery; yet I would say of the
field officers that Lieut. Col. C. H. Rippey was at his post during the
series of engagements, doing his whole duty, and doing it well. Maj.
8. N. Yeoman waa also at his post, cheering on the men and discharging
his duty fally,

With one or two exceptious, the line officers performed their duty in
a praiseworthy manner. Some of them exposed themselves to great
danger in their efforts to save our artillery. Under the direction of
Lieutenants Rains and Crow, a piece of artillery that had been aban-
doned was brought off the field in the very face of the enemy, and
delivered to Captain Standart. Lieutenant Welck was wounded early
in the engagement of Wednesday; Lieutenant Rains was injured by
the concussion of a bali, but kept the field during that day; Captain
Rowe and Lientenants Baker and Selby were also wounded in the
same action, while Captain Perry and Lieutenant Cook were taken
prisoners.

In all the movements of the regiment the general commanding the
brigade was present on the fleld, and, better than myself, can judge of
its efficiency and the manner of its behavior during the entire series of
engagements.

The following is a list of the killed and wounded in the Ninetieth
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Regiment in the recept battles of December 31, 1862, and January 2,
1863.* The regiment went into this engagement with ahout 300 men,
and came out with 176,

The foregoing report is respectfully submitted.
I. N. ROSS,

Oolonel, Commanding Ninetiethk Regiment Ohio Volunteers,

Capt. W, H. FAIRBANKS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 129,

Reports of Col., William B. Hazen, Forty-first Ohio Infantry, command-
ing Second Brigade, including skirmishes on the Jefferson pike, near
Stewart’s Oreek Bridge, December 27.

HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH BRIGADE,
Stewart’s Oreek, December 28, 1862,

My Desr GENERAL: We found the enemy, about 300 strong, after
leaving the main pike, about 1 mile. After getting them fairly started,
my cavalry (90 strong) were directed to pursue at foll speed, not giving
them time to form. This was done, and a general stampede effected of
all across the creek. They, by that time, had five times my cavalry
force. As s0on ag my artillery arrived, they shelled them vigorously,
driving them far beyond range. We made several prisoners, killed an
officer, and lost 3 prisoners. Had I had a regiment of cavalry, I would
have captured full 100. I have out now patrols in all directions, but
nothing has been reported to me.

From various remarks and inquiries, made by the people here, I am of
the opinion that Hardee is somewhere on our flank, and had we any
sufficient knowledge, advantage could be taken of it. I can, however,
learn nothing with any degree of certainty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. HAZEN,

Colonel, Commanding at Stewarts Oroek.
General PALMER,
Commanding Second Division, Left Wing.

Hpqrs. 19TH BRIGADE, ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
SECOND BRIGADE, SEcOND DivisioN, LEFT WINg,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

S : 1 have the honor to snbmit the following report of the opera-
tions of troops under my command since leaving Nashville, December
26, 1862 :

The Nineteenth Brigade, which I have commanded since its organiza-
tion in Janunary, 1862, is now composed as follows : The Sixth Kentucky
Volunteers, Col. Walter C. Whitaker; the Ninth Indiana Volunteers,
Col, William H. Blake; the One handred and Tenth Illinois Volunteers,
Col. Thomas 8. Casey, and the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, Lieat. Col.

* Nominal list, omitted, showa 17 killed, 70 wounded, and 37 missing. Bt see
revised statement, p. 212
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Aquila Wiley, and upon leaving Nashville numbered an eflective aggre.
gate of 1,391, officers and men.

Being summeoned before the commission, then sitting for the investi-
gatior. of ibe official course of Major-General Buell, I did not, until
evening, join the brigade, which had marched to within 2 miles of La
Vergne. Just before my arrival, two regiments of the brigade had
been thrown forward to the right of the road into a dense cedar brake;
and—as its temporary commander did not think it neeessary to throw
forward skirmishers—the flank was marched upon a force of the eneiny,
who, firing from under cover upon the bead of the colurwn, killed one of
the Ninth Indiapa, wounded another, and wounded two of the Sixth
Kentucky.

At 12 m., December 27, I was ordered to proceed, via the Jefferson
pike, to Stewart’s Creek, and save, if possible, the bridge crossing it.
Ninety cavalry, of the Fourth Michigan, under Captain Mix, were sent
to me. I placed these under charge of Iy assistant inspector-general,
Capt. James McCleery, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, with directions
to keep me thoroughly informed of all that transpired, and as soon as
the advance of the enewy was started to pot spurs to his troop. and not
slack rein until the bridge was crossed. The distance did not exceed 5§
miles, and by disposing flankers, for perfect security, and urging the
artillery and infantry to its fullest speed, I was enabled to keep within
supporting distance all the time.

The enemy was not 3 miles from the bridge, and, by elosely following
my directions, a steeple-chase was made of the whole affair, the rebel
force amounting to full five to our one. By the time the bridge was
reached they bad formed upon the opposite side’of the creek, but were
soon dispersed by a few discharges from our artillery.

In this affair we lost 1 cavalryman killed and 2 captared by the enemy.
We took 10 prisoners, one of whom an officer, and killed 1 commissioned
officer and several men.

Too much credit cannot be given to Captain McCleery, of my staff,
and Captain Mix, of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, for spirit and dar-
ing in this affair. On reaching the bridge my little party were upon
the heels of the fugitives, and had they been armed with sabers, in place
?f rifles, by slashing upon their rear the rout would have been pushed
0 & panic.

_Onthe 29th, I was ordered across to the Nashville and Murfreesboron gh
gzke, a?ld, Joining the division, proceeded to within 3 miles of Murfrees-
orough.

Ou the night of the 30th, the brigade was ordered to the front line, to
relieve the Tenth Brigade.

This position we held at the commencement of the general action of
the 3Ist, and it deserves special notice. It was in a cotton-field, 24
wiles from Murfreesborough, on the place of Mr. Cowan, the line being
at right angles with the Nasﬁlville and Murfreesborough pike, the left
resting on the pike at a point about 500 yards toward Naslville, from
the interscction of the pike with the Nashville and Chattanooga Rail-
road. The railroad and pike at this point cross at a sharp angie. The
position was utterly uutenable, it being commanded by ground in all
directions with covers of wood, embankment, and palisading at good
musket range in front, right, and left. My brigade was formed in two
lines, the right resting against a skirt of woods, which, widening and
extending to the right, gave concealment to the Twenty-second Brigade,
which was adjacent to mine, and, farther on, the entire division of Negley.
On the left of the pike was Wagner’s brigade, of Wood’s division. The



