THE

WAR OF THE REBELLION:

A COMPILATION OF THE

OFFICIAL RECORDS

aF Tk

UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES.

FREFARED, UNDER THX DIRECTION OF THE BECRETARY OF WaAR, BY

The late Lieut. Col. ROBERT N. SCOTT, Third U, S. Artillery.

PUBLISEED UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF

Lieut Col HENRY M. LAZELLE, Twenty-third U. 8. Infantry

PURSUANT TOQ ACTS OF CONGREBSA.

SERIES I—VOLUME XX—IN TWO PARTS,
PART I-REPORTS.

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING QFFIOE,
1887T.



180 KY., MID. AND B. TENN,, N. ALA., AND 8W. VA. (Crar. XXXD
LEFT WING.
Maj. Gen. THOMAS L. CRITTERDEN.

FIRST (LATE BIXTE) Drvisiox.

El.g Brig. Gen. THOM4S J. WooD.
2.) Brig. Glen. MiLo 8. HaSCaALL.

Firtt (late Fifteenth) Brigade.

El.) Brig. Gen. M1Lo 8. HaASCALL.
2.) Col. GEORGE P. BUELL.

106th Illinois, Col. Frederick A. Bartlegon,
58th Indiana:
Col. George P, Buell.
Lient. Col. James T, Embree.
3d Kentnoky:
i Col. 8amuel McKee,
i Maj. Daniel R. Collier.
o 46th Okio, Capt. William H, Bquires.

Seacond (late Twenty-first) Brigade.
Col. GEGRGE D. WAGNER.
15th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Gustavos A
Wood

aod,
40th Indiana:
Col. John W, Blake.
Lieut. Col. Elias Neff.
Maj. Henry Leaming.
57th Indiana :
Col, Cytus C. Hines.
Lieut. Col. George W. Lennard,
Capt. John 8. McGraw.
97th Qhio, Col. John Q. Lane.

Third (late Twenticth) Brigads,
Col. CBARLES (. HARKER,

5lat Indiana, Col. Abel D. Streight.
734 Indiana, Col. Gilbert Hathaway.
13th Michigan, Col. Michasel Shoemaker,
64th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Alexander McIlvaiu.
85th Ohio:

Lisut. Col. Alexander Caasil.

Maj. Horatic N. Whitheok.

Artillery.”
Maj. BEYMODR Raicx.

. 8th Indiana Battery, Lieut George Estep.
o 10th Indiana Battery, Capt. Jerome B, Cox.
i 6th Obio Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley.

8EOOND (LATE FouRTH) DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. JoHN M. PALMER. \

First (lots Twenty-sccond) Brigade. ‘E Second (lale Nineteonth) Brigade,

Brig. Gen. CHARLES CRUFT. Col. WinriaM B. HazgN.

|
318t Indiana, Col. John Osborn. i 110th Illinois, Col. Thomas 8. Casey.
lat Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart. : 9th Indiana, Col. William H. Blake,
24 Kentucky, Col. Thomas D, Sedge- ¢  6th Kentucky, Col. Walter . Whita-

wick. ker.
90th Olhio, Col. Isaac N. Rosa. 41st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley.

* The Eighth Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Beo-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to the Third Brigade,
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Third (late Tenth) Brigade.
Col. WiLLIAM GROBE.

84tk Illincis, Col. Louis H. Waters.
36th Indians:

Maj. Isaac Kinley.

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.
23d Kentucky, Maj. Thomas H. Hamriok.

6th Ohio, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:

Col. Frederick C. Jones.

Maj. Henry Torry.

Capt. Enoch Weller,

Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill,

Ariillery.
Capt. WiLLiaM E. STANDART.

lst Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E. Standart.
1st Ohio, Battery F':
Capt. Daniel T, Cockerill.
Lient. Norval Osburn.
4ith United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C. Parsona.

THIRD (LATE FIFTH) DIVISION.

(1.} Brig. Gen. HoraTiO P. VAN CLEVE.
(2.) Col. BAMUEL BRATTY.

First (lats Eleventh) Brigade.

(1.} Col. SAMUEL BEATTY.
(2.) Col. BENJaMIN C. GRIDER,

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Knefler.

9th Kentocky : Liest. Col. Simeon C, Aldrich.
Col. Benjamin C. Grider. 86th Indiana, Lieat, Col. George F. Dick.
Lient. Col. George H. Cram. 13th Ohie:

11th Kentucky, Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley. Col. Joseph G. Hawkins.

19th Ohio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson. Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.

59th Ohio, Lient, Col. William Howard.

Second (lats Fourteenth) Brigade.
Col. JAMES P, FYFFE,

44th Indisna:
Col. William C. Williams.

Third (late Twenty-third) Brigade.
Col. BaMUEL W. PRICE.

35th Indiana, Col. Bernard F. Mallen,
8th Kentucky :
Lieut. Col. Reuben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddus,
st Eentucky, Lisnt. Col. James C. Evans.
61st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Richard W. McClain.
99th Ohio;
Cul. Peter T. Swaine.
Lieunt. Col. John E. Cammina.

Artillery,
Capt. GRoRGE R. SwaLLow.

7th Indiana Battery, Capt. George R. Swallow.
Penusylvania, Battery B (26th), Lieut. Alanson J. Btevens.
3d Wisconsin Battery, Lient. Cortland Livingston,
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Return of oasualties in the Uniov. forcas, §0.—Continned.
- I . - -
| Emed. | Wounded g,
o IRHRr
: § 1 5 EEN
g g L] -
——
First Briguds.
(1.) Brig. Gen Mo 8, MASCALL,
(2.) Col. GmoBar P. BumLL.
100th Nlipoie...... . -- 1 ] -1 8. |- It
58th Indinns . . 1 18 4 |31 R P 114
3d Kantuuky | 12 a ™|---- ] 183
26th Ohjo ....... 1 1k H - 23 PR )
Indiana Light Artillery, sth Batiery ---........ ..o 1Ll 8l 8
Total First Brigade ............cooioiiiiiiaan, ) [} 2| 206;...... i1 400
Hooond Bripade.
Col GEoEek D. Wicwmn
1IsthIndlans ... ... immeiecimaaaa. 2 » 198 |...... i 188
40th Indians . . 4 o 13 85
57!.1: Indhnn n 56 |. [ ] 18
k Ohlo ...... 3. 15 |. [} U
Indlm Light Artlilery, 10th Battery 1] rh 5
Total Bocond Brighde .......ooooooeeeeicnnsvvanss 3| B8] 18| MR |.-.... 32| 880
Third Brigeda.
Col. Caariza G. Hazxar
Slet Indianm . ... ....oieaiiiiiooooo. 7 2 - BN 50
T3d Indiana.. -] ] 48 i1
13th Miohigan .. ... 11T e T 17! 2| 80
64tk Ohlo ..... . B, 8| e o108
85th Ohio .- 28 8 2. 17
Ohio Li,ght “Artillery, 8th BAGEEry ..ooooier e 1 1 8 !
Total Third Brigade .........cocooooimiiirnaeeees 5| w2| 13| m | 580
Total First Divigon . ... . ._..__._....ccoeeioe... 13 208 58| 880 |...... 187 | 1,820
RRCOND DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. Jorn M. PALMER.
. AR SO SN b S PR RN .
First Brigada.
Brig. Gen, CHARLES CRUFT.
3let Indiana ....... ... e iaecaaaceveramraam—a- 5 1 44 3 ) 87
1st Eentuoky.. . i | 1 51 1 20 b
Kenhmky ) ] 1 B8l ... 10 kid
90th Qhio - 17 5 &7 P2 40 %7
Total Firat Brigade ... ... ..o.covviiiois|oman. [} 9{ 218 | 8 12 W
=
|
Col. Wrizian B. Hasxw. |
110th Dlinois ... .. 58
#th Indians . . 108
6th Kentucky. 118
41nk Ohio ... iiiiiiiieeeaan. . P 14
Totel Sscond Brigade ™
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Beturn of casualties in the Duion foroes, Jo.—Continued.
Osptared
Killed. | Wounded. | o TR0

1014 |1

g | 3| 6§

8 £ é g

g 5 4
i+ ] 5| 119 .. 8 167
3 8| 85]-- 18| 1
8 3 0. 22 23
28 4| 134 |- 4] 177
10 4| e 12 98
o 2| 48| T4 a0

Avtillovy.
1st Ohlo Light Artillery, Blf.'hery ...................... 5. 3 20
ist Ohlo Lxﬂt Artilletre; Battery F..... 1 2 18
4th U, B, Artillery, Batteriea H and M 2. 6| =
Total artillery . ... .ieiin i PO 9 11 80
Total Becond Divigion. ..._...._ ... ... ..eerrnenes 18| 100 234 | I, 628
THIRD DIVIMION,
{1} Brig. Gen. Hoxami0 P, ViN CLEYR.*
(2.) Col.” SAMUEL BRiT7TY,
- U I SR 1., ORI PO 1
Firel Brigade,
(L.} Col. BAMUEL BEATTY.
(2.) Col. BENJayix C. GRIDER,
0tk InAiARA oo emevevs oee s 18 8] 68 ...... B 1
bth Eentucky .- 12 7{ 80l..... | ]
11th Kentuoky 7 4 8. 10| 102
WthOhio ... . e 7t 3l 123|.....0 34| 138
Total Firat Brigade 8 200 asl..... 83| 52
Bt::fﬂi{n ) 1 S PRI PO, 1
44 ians 2| 54|.....| 25 681
86th Indiana 3 55 2 9 195
13th Ohio [} 79 |......] 6@ 186
58th Okio 2l 35 2] 43 86
Total Second Brigade 6| 23| 4] mei o
22 LA 3| 197
7 6. 69 ... 7| om
10 2 B ? 57
24 4 18 [ " 190
12 5| 41 1| 29 88
7| 22! 339 1] 42| 588
* Wonnded Decembar 31,
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rumbling of artillery moving from our right to our left. Upon investi.
gation I was satisfied that the enemy was massing his forces on our left,
and forthwith informed you of the fact.

At 2 o’clock.on the morning of January 1, I informed General Rosa
erans of this movement of the enemy, when he immediately arranged
to relieve us from this position, which we bad held since nooun of the
preceding day.

Our casualties during our absence from your brigade were: Wounded,
Isaae McDouald, private Company B ; Israel Garrett and J, O, Huff-
man, privates Company C; Austin Harvey and Evan Foulke, privates
Company D; Leweliyn Ichelberry, sergeant Company E; George
Robinson, private Company G, and Joln Moore, private Compuny H.
Killed: A. M. Hasom, color sergeant; August Reinsch, private Com-
pany B, and John Rodecker, private Company G. )

At 3 o'clock on the morning of the 1st, I reported wy regiment to
you, and was assigned a place in the frout line, about a half mile to the
rear of the position occupied by we at the begioniug of the engage-
ment. We remained here during the day, with no other annoyance
than an occasional shot or shell from the enemy’s guns. At night we
bivonacked on the rpot. ‘

On the morning of the 2d, our skirmishers were advanced 4 half mile
to the front, where they remained undisturbed until 2.45 p. m., when
the enemy attacked our forces across the river and our skirmishers were
driven back. We were here subjected to a cross-fire from the enemy’s
guns for more than an hour, wonuding Charles H. Claspbell, corporal
Company K ; Purley Dickson, sergeant, and Benjamin Kinsey, private
Company D. ] o

At 5 p. m, we crossed Stone’s River and remained on its right bank
until the merning of the 4th without further event.

COur loss during the whole engagement was 3 killed, 15 wounded, and
6 missing, )

The officers and men in my command everywhere acquitted them-
selves nobly, and we never lost a position after once taking it.

T have the Lonor to be, colorel, your obedient servant.
JOHN Q. LANE,
Colonel Ninety-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunieer Infantry.

Col. G. D. WAGNER,
Commanding Twenty-first Brigade.

No. 112,

Report of Col. Charles G. Harker, Sixty-fifth Ohio Infaniry, commanding '

Third Brigade.

Hpqrs. THIRD BRIGADE, FIrsT Division, LEFr WING,
FoURTEENTE A. C., DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January —, 1863,

S1R: I have the bonor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the troops under my command from the 29th ultimo to the 4th
instant, inclusive: _ . ‘

The Third Brigade, First Division, left wing, Fourteenth Army Corps,
Department of the Cumberland, formerly the Twentieth Brigade, Sixth
Division, consisting of the Fifty-first Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Col.
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A. D. Streight commanding; the Thirteenth Regiment Michigan Vol.
unteers, Col. M. Shoemaker commanding ; Seventy-third Regiment Io-
diana Volunteers, Col. G. Hathaway commanding; Sizty-fourth Regi-
menf Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. Mellvain commanding ; S'?ty-
fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Cassil commancding,
and the Sixth Obio Independent Battery, commanded by Capt. Cullen
Bradley, left Stewart’s Creck about 10 a. m.on Monday, the “9th ultimo,
marching most of the time in line of battle, with the right of the line a
little in the rear of the left of the Second Brigade, Colonel Wagner com-
manding,

Ounr skirmishers soon came upon the enemy’s cavalry, engaging them
briskly and driving them slowly before them. We proceeded in this
manner, cautiously feeling our way until our left arrived at the left
bank of Stone’s River, which was reached abont 4 p. m.

Up to this time we had suffered no casnalties from the enemy’s skir-
mishers.  We took up a position near Stone’s River, about 400 yards to
the left of the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, the Second Brigade,
Colonel Wagner commanding, being on the right, and the First Bri-
gade, General Hascall commanding, being on the left, and somewhat to
the rear, owing to the conformation of the ground.

We remained in this position until about dark, when we received
orders to proceed to Murfreesborongh. Stone’s River being fordable
in our frout, we at once commenced crossing the stream. Throwing a
strong line of skirmishers over the stream, orders were given to the
Fifty-first Indiana, Thirteenth Michigan, and Seventy-third Indiana
Volunteers to cross simultaneously, form on the opposite bank, press
forward, and seize the commanding heights beyond, while the Sizty-
fourth and Stxty-fifth Ohio, with Bradley’s battery, were directed to
follow as rapidly as possible.

The skirmishers had barely left the bank of the river before they
were vigoronsly attacked by those of the enemy, coneealed in a thicket
and behind a fence in our front., Our skirmishers, in no way daunted
by this fierce assault of the enemy, pressed gallantly forward, driving
the foe until they came upon the enemy in force. The skirmishers were
soon supported by the [ront line of the brigade. Tlie enemy seemed to
have been entirely disconcerted by this bold movement of our troops,
and fell back in confusion. In this movement our loss was 2 wen killed
and 3 wounded. This slight loss must be attribated tothe able manper
in which the officers of the brigade conducted their commands. A pris-
oner taken reported an entire division of the enemy on my front; move.
ments along my entire front and flanks indicated that a strong force
was near me, I reported this to the general commanding the division,
at the same time stating that I could hold the position until re-enforced.

1 soon received orders to recross the stream, which I did, occupying
nearly the same ground as before crossing. This movement was so
quickly executed as not to excite the suspicion of the enemy.

Too much praise cannot be accorded to the brave officers and men of
this brigade for their bravery and skill in driving a concealed enemy
from a strong position after nightfall, and holding their ground in the
face of anenemy three times their numbers. Though little was accom-
plisked by this feat, it nevertheless made manifest the indomitable cour-
age of the men under the most trying circumstances, and augured well
for the more severe work which awaited them.

On December 30, the Sixty-fourth Ohio, being on picket and outpost
duty, was somewhat annoyed by the enemy in the slight skirmishing in
the front, losing 1 man killed.
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About 8 a. m. the enemy’s battery, stationed on an eminence near
the right bank of Stone’s River, opened a severe fire of ghot and sbell
apon my camp. Bradley’s battery was ordered into position to engage
that of the enemy. After a severe engagement of fifteen minutes, Cap-
tain Bradley succeeded in silencing the enemy’s battery. My command
sustained no loss in this engagement. Aside from this, it was generally
quiet on my front during the day.

About 8 a. m., December 31, I received orders from General Wood,
commanding division, to cross the river with my command. The move-
ment was commenced, in obedience to General Wood’s order, but was
suspended for a few moments Ly an order emanating from Major-Gen-
eral Oritfenden, commanding the left wing. While awaiting further
orders, Major-General Rosecrans passed my commwand, and gave me
direct instructions to proceed immediately to the support of the right
wing of our army, which was yielding to the overwhelming force of the
enemy at that point.

‘We had hardly commenced moving toward the right, when a Confed-
erate battery, located on the south bank of the river, opened upon us,
killing 1 man and wounding 2. Not stopping to reply to this battery,
we pressed steadily forward, Onapproaching the right, much confusion
was visible; troops marching in every direction; stragglers to be seen
in great numbers, and teamsters in great consternation endeavoring to
drive their teams they koew not whither. My progress was impeded
by the coufusion, while the enemy was pouring shot and shell upon us
from at least three different directions, wounding several men in my
command. The brigade was, however, extricated from this perilous
position as soon as possible, and pressed on to a position on the extreme
right of our line, Colonel Fyffe's brigade, of (General Van Cleve's divis-
ion, being immediately upon our left.

After reaching this last position, my brigade marched in two lines,
the Fifty-first Indiana on the right, the Skxty-fifth Ohio on the left, the
battery a little retired and opposite the interval between the Simgy-fifth
and Fifty-first, the Sixty-fourth Ohio on the right of the second line, the
Seventy-third Indiana on the left, with the Thirteenth Michigan in rear
of the caissons. We marched in this order about half a mile, when our
skirmishers came up with those of the enemy, and the fire became brigsk
in front. About this time a battery from the enemy, situated in a corn-
field, and vearly opposite my right flank, opened upon my command with
canister. In order to get a commanding position for artillery, and at
the same time guard weil my right flank, which I was fearful the enemy
would attempt to turn, I moved the command a little to the right.

‘While this movement was being executed, a staff officer from the com-
mand upon my left reported a strong force of the enemy in his front. I
replied that ny right was in danger, and that a strong force and battery
was in front. No soouer hrad I taken a position on the crest of the hill
thau a wost vigorous engagement commenced. The position selected
for my brigade proved a most fortunate one. The enemy was com-
pletely Laffled in his design to tarn my right; not only were the bat-
teries in my front silenced and the enemy there repulsed, but a most
destructive fire from Bradley’s battery played upon the heavy columns
of the enemy then pressing the troops upon my left. This engagement
had contivued about twenty minutes, when it was reported to me that
the troops ob my left had given way, and that the eneiny was already
in rear of my left flauk, and about 200 yards from it, pouring a destruc-
tive cross-fire upon wy troops.

At this time my command was in a most precarious sitnation, with a
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strong foe in front, which, though repulsed, could not be followed up for
want of support ; my right threatened, and my left already turned. It
therefore became necessary to change the disposition of my command
and fall back. The commander of the Sixty-fifth Ohio antfcipated my
order, when he found his left turved, and fell back in good order. [
directed this regiment to make 2 stand behind a rail fence running ob-
liquely to the frst lme of battle,

During rlhis movement this regiment was subjected to a most galling
fire from the encmy, but they stood up under it nobly and fought des-
perately.  While this movement was being executed, the Seventy-third
Indluua,.v(as left in position on the second line, and the battery retired
to a position about 400 yards to the rear, when it again opened. The
Sixty-fourth Obio was now ordered to change its front to the left and
charge the enemy. The direction was indicated to the commanding offi-
cer, but, unfortunately, he moved too far to the right. Though thisregi-
meut handsomely repulsed the enemy iv its front, it did the work of the
other regiments already in position, leaving the left of the Seventy-
third Indiana exposed, and permitting the enemy to,advance nuch far-
ther than could have been done Liad my design been carried out.

I do not, however, desire to censure the commanding officer of this
regiment, who acted most gallantly through the engagement, but at-
tribute it to a misunderstanding of the order. Bradley’s ba.ttéry hav.
ing taken its second position, opened again, with great effect, upo,n the
advaneing enemy, but, being in an exposed position, it was again ordered
to withdraw, being badly crippled by loss of horses; two pieces were
abandoned, one of which was spiked.

The command was now ordered to fall back and form on a rocky emi-
pence covered with cedars, being a very stron g position. The Thirteenth
Michigan, from their position, opened upon the enemy with telling effect,
and, having eaused bis ranks to waver, followed up the advantage with
a charge, supported by the Fifty-first Illinois Volunteers, who had now
cometo ourrelief. They completely routed the enemy. The Thirteenth
Michigan fetool.{ two pieces of artillery, abandoned by our battery, and
captuted 58 prisoners. For this act of gallantry Colonel Shoemaker
and his gallant regiment are deserving of much praise.

The enemy thus driven from our right did not agaid attempt to annoy
usin that quarter. How far the brave troops of this brigade contributed
toward repulsing the strong columns of the enemy designed to turn the
right flank of our army, and thus preventing most disastrons conse-
quences to our army, must be inferred by the position occupied by this
command and the part it took in the engagement.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon Colonel Shoewaker, com-
manding the Thirteenth Michigan Volunteers; Colonel Hathaway, com-
manding tbe Seventy-third Indiana Volunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Me-
Ilvain, commanding the Sixty-fourth Olio Voluuteers; Lieutenant-
Colonel Cassil, who commanded the Staty-fifth Ohio Velunteers until
injured by the falling of his horse, and Major Whitheck, though wounded
I action, remained in command of the Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers after
Lleutgnaut-OpIoneI Cassil was injured, and Captain Bradley, command-
ing Bixth Chio Battery, for their bravery and good conduct during this
engagement.

My thanks are also due to Col. A. D, Streight, commanding Fifty-
first Indiana Volunteers, for valuable information of the movements of
the enemy during this engagement. From the less exposed position of
his regiment it suffered less than any other regiment of my command.
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On the evening of the 31st, I received orders from the major-general
commanding to rejoin the First Division, which was done about 11 p. m.

On Janunary 1, this division was moved a little to the right and rear.
My brigade occupied a central position in the division, on the front line
of battle, and a short distance to the left of the Murfreeshorough pike.
We were hardly in position before the enemy drove in our skirmishers.
Bradley’s battery, in conjunction with several others in our front,
opened a most destructive fire of case-shot and shell, driving the enemy
from our front and sustaining no loss.

On January 2, Bradley’s battery being in position on a small eminence
on our front, supported on the right by the Sixty-fourth and ®8ixty-fifth
Ohio, behind a small clump of trees, and on the left by the Fifty-first
Indiana Volunteers, Lying iv a skirt of timber, while the Thirteenth Mich-
igan and Seventy-third Indians were in reserve, three batteries of the
enemy opened upon us. They were promptly responded to by Captain
Bradley and other batteries on my right, when the moat fearful artillery
engagement ensued which I bad yet had the experience to witness. The
enemy, having our range quite perfectly, poured upon us a most de-
stractive fire, causing the battery om our right to be abandoned; but
Qaptain Bradley continued his well-directed firing until the enemy’s
batteries were silenced.

‘While this engagement was going on, Captain Stokes’ battery, posted
in our rear, opened upon us, mistaking us for the epemy. It is due tc
Captain Stokes, however, to say that I believe this firing was commenced
without his orders, and was stopped by him as soon as it was possible
for him to do so, but not until we had sustained some injury.

During the engagement we had 1 man killed and 11 wounded.

On the evening of the same day, when the enemy attacked the left
fank of our army with great vigor, Bradley’s battery was again placed
in position, and did good service in silencing those of the enemy.

About dark on the evepivg of the 2d instant we were ordered to cross
Stone’s River. My brigade was placed in the front line, my right rest-
ing on the left of General Davis’ division. We were hardly in position
before the enemy opened upon us, killing 1 man of the Sixty-fourth Ohio.

During the night we constructed a musket breastwork of rails, and
remained on the front until about 9 a. m., January 3, when we were
relieved and ordered to the rear in reserve, where we remained untit
about 3 p. m., when we were again ordered to the front to relieve Qolo-
nel Wagner's brigade, and occupied a positior on the left of the First
Division.

‘We remained in this position until about 1 a. m., January 4, when we
received orders to recross Stone’s River. We crossed the stream and
took a position in rear of the main body of our force, and about 500
Yyards to the left of the raiiroad, where we remained until our troops
bad occupied Murfreesborough.

The loss in killed, wounded, and missing during these six days’ en-
gagements was as follows:

The Fifty-first Indiana—officers wounded, 2 ; enlisted men killed, 7;
wounded, 32; missing, 9. Total, 50.

The Bixty-fourth Ohio—officers killed, 1; wounded, 3; enlisted men
killed, 23; wounded, 61; missing, 17, Total, 105.

The Thirteenth Michigan—~officers wounded, 2; enlisted nen killed,
17; wounded, 70. Total, 89.

the Seventy-third Indiana Volunteers—officers killed, 2; wounded,
3; enlisted men kilted, 22; wounded, 48; missing, 36, ’f‘ot&l, 111,
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The Sixty-fifth Ohio Voluuteers—officers killed, 2; wounded, 8; en-
listed men killed, 33; wounded, 92; missing, 38. Total, 173.

The Sixth Ohio Battery—officers wounded, 1; enlisted wen killed, 2;
wounded, 7; missing, 1. Total, 11.

Total loss in killed, wounded, and missing, 539.

The following is a correct list of the killed and wounded officers of
my command:

Of the Fifty-first Indiana, Capt. Francis M. Constant, Company G,
and Second Lieut. Alfred Gude, wounded.

Of the Sixty-fourth Ohio, Capt. Joseph B. Sweet, killed; First Lieuts.
Warner Young, Joseph B. Ferguson, and Chauncey Woodruff (regi-
mental adjuotant), wounded.

Of the Thirteenth Michigan, Capt. Clement C. Webb, Company E;
Second Lient, John E. McIvor, Company E, wounded.

Of the Seventy-third Indiana, Capts. Miles H. Tibbits, Company F,
and Peter Doyle, Company H, killed; Maj. William Krimbill, wounded ;
Becond Lieuts. Emanuel Williamson, Company I, and John Butterfleld,
Company K, wounded.

Of the Sixty-fifth Ohio, Capt. J. Christophel and Second Lieut. Dol-
gen Van Kirk, killed ; Lieut. Col. A. Cassil, Maj. H. N. Whitbeck, Capt.
R. M. Voorhees, Company F, First Lient. A. A. Gardner, Second Lient,
and Regimental Adjt. William H. Massey, Second Lieuts. Peter Markel,
Joe! P. Brown, Frank Pealer, and Acting Lieut. R. 8. Rook, wounded.

Of the Sixth Ohio Battery, First Lieut. Q. H. P, Ayres, wounded. -

From the 20th to the 2d, inclusive, my brigade occupied some portion
of the front, and during each day some portion of the forees nnder my
command were engaged with the enemy, and sustained greater or less
losses. For the cheerful manner in which they stood up under these
fatigues and exposures they are entitled to commendation.

I cannot close this report without paying a tribute of respect to the
memory of the soldierly Sweet, the conscientious Christophel, and the
intelligent and noble-hearted Van Kirk, who fell while manfully encour-
aging their men in the trying hour of battle. The country will do jus-
tice to the memory of the brave soldiers who so gloriously fell on the
morning of December 31,

Great praise is due to Dr. J. M. Todd, 8ixty-fifth Ohio, acting brigade
surgeon, for the care ard professional skill extended to our wounded
after the battle.

Where all behaved so gallantly it would be unjust to particularize,
but I cannot refrain from mentioning in terms of special praise the
name of Capt. Cullen Bradley, of the Sizth Ohio Battery, attached to
my brigade. This gallant officer, ever at his post, was aiways ready to
engage the enemy whenever he opened upon our troops, and managed
his battery with se much judgment and skill as to silence those of the
enemy in every instance. Such valuable services and soch meritorious
conduct, I believe, will not be overlooked. I therefore take great pleas-
ure in recommending Captain Bradley for some position commensurate
with his merit and ability in the artiliery branch of the regular service.

Of both officers and men under my command I can speak in tones of
unqualified praise for their bravery and good conduct throughout the
engagement in front of Murfreesborough, I must also mention a eir-
cumatance worthy of notice which oceurred on Friday, the 2d instant.
The enemy’s sharpshooters, taking advantage of the woeds in our front
and to the right and left, had crept up sufficiently near our camp with
the evident intention of picking off our general and field officers. They
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us exceedingly, firing at every mounted officer or man who
:ngfgd near the fr(%n{.1 Degirous of dislodging this concealed fqgi I
directed the skirmishers to advance and clear the woods ‘1f postgn 0 hee

Captain Chambers, of the Fifty-first Indiana, had con‘méa,nd ,0 »
skirmishers, consisting of 40 men from his own company ; ompag_y '
Seventy-third Indiana Volunteers, Captain Gladwyu cm:l:lm'cmdl'ng3
Oompa.'ny D, Seventy-third Indiana, Lieutenant Grimes rcon:!magx dugf
Company H, Sixty-fifth Ohio, Lieut. Joel P. Brown commanding ; d'om.
pany E, Sitty-fifth Ohio Voiunteers, Licutenant qu::an comman m%,
Cowpauy K, Sixty fifth Obio Volunteers, Lieutenant Mathias conlllm?(lll -
ing, and Company I3, Sixty-iourth Ohio Volunteers, Ser‘geant oTﬁn
commanding. The little detachment numbered ouly 120 mel%:1 s 8
enemy’s force was much 1ar%'ert.) t?u.r skirmishers drove them until they

2 :ked by the enemy’s batteries.

we’l‘nl;lf;] ?;(ﬁe:e br)ave men noS;: ouly drove a concealed enemy from a strong
hiding place, but elicited valuable information concerning the p_osmog

of his masked batteries. This act of gallantry elicited the praise an

iration of all who witnessed it. _ )

ad’i?ngrl?ntﬂlrogersonai staff, Capt. 3. L. Coulter, acting assistant a,d‘]uga,n[t)-
generalh; Lieut. A. B, Case, acting assistant inspector-general, an D.
L. Wright, aide-de-canp, I am indebted for valuable assistance through-
his memorable battle. )
Dui‘grlgetails I would most respectfully refer yon to the reports of regi-

mental commanders. .
' ir, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
I have the honor to be, sir, ¥ Tes] é o

Colonel Sizty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.

Brigadier-General HASCALL
gOomdg. First Division, L’eft Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 113.
Report of Col. Abel D. Streight, Fifty-first Indiana Infontry.

ON THE BATTLE-FIELD,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 4, 1863.

: I bave the honor to submit the following report of the part taken

oysg‘y regiment in the battle near Murfreesborough, from the 29th

i 2d instant, inclusive: _
uli?oabtooutt]-ji p.m. I arrived on the west bauk of Stone’s River, about
one-half mile north of the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike, and 2
miles from Murfreesborough, where I was ordered to halt until further
orders. Here I remnained until about dark, when I received orders to
cross the river, preparatory to moving upon Murfreesborough: Being
fully aware that the enemy occupied the opposite bank, aud as noue of
our troops had at that time crossed the river, it became necessary to pro-
ceed somewhat cautiously, in order to avoid the danger of runving into
an ambuscade; consequently I deployed Companies A and F to act as
skirmishers, and ordered them to cross in advauce and engage th(}
enemy briskly, and, if possible, to seize the heights on the east side o
the river.

No sooner had my skirmishers crossed than the enemy opqned a
brisk fire from under cover of a strong fence but a few yards distant.
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My skirmishers were ordered forward af, a double-quick, and charged
upon the enemy, who instantaneonsly fled from their hiding places. At
this moment it became evident, from the brisk firing of the enemy, that
farge numbers of them werc concealed in the standing corn on the hill
side; and fearing that my skirmishers wonid be overwhelmed, [ ordered
the whole regiment forward at a double-quick, but before the regiment
had entirely crossed the river, Captain Russell informed me that the
enemy was advancing in line of battle just beyond the crest of a ridge,
about 400 yards to our front.

I at once determined to seize the crest bLefore the enemy could get
therc, if possible; cousequently the whole line was ordered forward on
the run, and although the whole ridge seemed to issue forth a continu.
ous fawme of fire, not a man faltered, but each seemed Lo strive to reach
the desired point in advance of his comrades. The bolduess of the move-
ment, and the alacrity with which it was executed, together with the
brisk and well-directed fire of my men, struck terror to the enemy, who
fell back in great eonfusion at our approach. I was at this moment
ordered to advance no farther, but hold my position. I then ordered
wy men to lie down, so as {0 conceal them as much as possible, and in
& few moments the enemy were plaivly seen advancing upon our posi-
tion. They were allowed to advance fo within 30 paces, when fire was
opeved upon them with such effect that they hardly waited to reply,
but broke and fled again. Re-enforcements soon arrived on my right
and left.

We remained in our position withount further molestation until about
10 o'clock at night, when I was notified that orders had been given to
retire to the opposite bank of the river. After waiting until the bal-
ance of the troops had recrossed, my regiment was marched by the rear
rank to the river, when it recrossed also. In the mean time my skir-
mishers were gradually withdrawn. The regiment was marched about
500 yards {rom the ford, where it hivonacked for the night.

Stight skirmishing was all that oceurred of interest until the morning
of the 31st, when it became evident from the terrific roar of artillery
and musketry that the enemy was turning the extreme right of our
army. We were at once ordered to the right and rear at donble-quick.
We had moved but a short distance, when we came within range of the
enemy’s artillery; and, although several were wonnded when we had
o chance of striking a blow at the enemy, yet my men moved a distance
of over a mile as regularly as they could bave moved had we been on
drill; and even when we came in contact with excited teams and team-
sters, every command was promptly obeyed without confusion. After
marching about 24 miles we reached the extremne right of the army.

We had hardly reached our position, when we were ordered forward
in line of battle across open cotton and corn fields. Companies A, B,
and F were deployed as skirmishers to cover o yYextreme right and front.
We had proceeded in this order but about oue. half mile, when my skir-
mishers, approaching the crest of a ridge in front, running at an angle
of about fifteen degrees to the right, were fired upon by a lacge force of
the enemy concealed in the standing corn to my front and right. I at
once ordered the whole line forward at a double-quick. My skirmishers
came in sight of the ¢nemy in a moment, when onr well-directed fire soon
put them to flight. I was here again, by rapid movements, particularly
fortunate in getting the advantage of the enemy in my position. We
bad » fair chance at them while they were retreating some 400 yards,
and large numbers of them were killed and wounded. Although the
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troops to my left were attacked desperately, the enemy did not attempt
to bring infantry against me after his repuise.

Shortly after [ had obtained full possession of the ridge, T was in
formed by Lieuntenant-Colonel Colescott, then in command of the skir
mishers, that large masses of troops were seen moving toward a piece
of woods to my left and front. I at once notified Colonel Harker, and
requested that the Sixth Olrio Battery, Captain Bradley, be sent to the
ridge occupied by my regiment. The battery was promptly on the
ground, but ot too soon, for by the time it wag in position the enemy
bad engaged the troops to my left. Captain Bradley opened a most
terrific fire, thus enfilading their ranks (they were in column four regi-
ments deep) at a distance not to exceed 500 yards. Their dead were
literally piled in heaps by the terrific fire from the battery. Nothing
else conld have saved our troops to my left from total destruction.

The battle had been raging for aboat three-quarters of an honr when I
was notified that the division on our left was falling baclk ; consequently
my position would have to be abandoned. At this moment Colonel
Harker ordered me to fall back, which was done in good order, bringing
off all my wounded.

Having received no orders as to what point I should fall back to, I
formed in line of battle on the first advantageous ground, expecting to
give the enemy battle, but was again ordered to fall back to the posi-
tion first oceupied on the extreme right, and at once deployed Comps-
nies H and C as skirmishers. The enemy again approached our lines
on the left, which formed an augle of about fifteen degrees to the front
of our position. My skirmishers and the troops to my Jeft were but
handsomely engaged, when the enemy broke and fled from the field in
great confusion. It was now nearly night, and the contest was ended
for the day, Other troops were brought up, and we were again ordered
to the position occupied on the previous day and bivouacked for the
night.

%arly the next morning we were ordered into position about one-half
mile to our right and rear, where we remained through the day. Com-
panies A and (,and one company from the Seventy-third Indiana, were
sent forward as skirmishers to drive the enemy from a piece of woods
about one-half mile to our front, which was occupied in short order.
This was all the engagement my men were in on that day.

January 2, I took Company H, together with several volanteers from
my regiment, and drove the enemy from the woods formerly occupied
by the Twenty-first Brigade. The contest was severe in the extreme for
& short time, but the boys soon got the advantage, and the woods were
ours, Ten of the enemy were left dead on the ground. This was the
lagt engagement in which my men participated.

Our entire loss is 7 killed, 34 wounded, and 9 missing. ‘Members of
my regiment took 19 rebel prisoners—1 a major and 1 a captain, From
careful observation on the various grounds fought over by my men, I
am couvineed that we have killed not less than 60 of the eunemy, and by
adding five timea that number, the usual proportion of the wounded to
the killed, we have a grand total of 360. These figures, though seem-
ingly large for the amount of loss sustained by us, I feel confident could
be fully verified by the facts.

. Most of the ground fought over by my regiment has not been covered

y other troops, and in nearly every case we have been placed where it
was easy to decide which were our killed. The success attending us in
most cases, and our small loss, I think, is attributable in a great meas-
ure to the advantage taken of the ground.
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Fieling pratefal beyoud expression for the brave soldierly bearing
and prompt manuer in which beth officers and men performed every
duty assigued them, I feel a great delicacy in mentioning vames, being
fully convineed that it is more owing to the difference in cirewustuices
than to the difference in men. Nevertheless, Captains Itnssell, Com-
pany A; Chambers, Company H, and Flinu, Compauty I, and tLe offi-
cers aud men under them, are justly entitled to Lhonors for distin ruished
services at different times during their various engagements with the
enemy, though [ do not wish to detract one star from the itaperishable
glory won by other worthy members of my regiment.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servaut,
A. D. STREIGHT,
Oolonel Fifty first Indiana Volunteers.

Col. C. (5. HARKER,

Sizty.fifth Ohiv Volunteers, Commanding Twentieth Brigade.

No. 114,
Report of Col. Qilbert Hathaway, Seventy-third Indiana Infantry.

CAMP NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENK.,
January 4, 1563.

Sie: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to report that
the Seventy-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers, under my command,
left Nashville on the morning of the 26th, taking the Murfreesborough
road, encamping that night near La Vergne.

The next day we marched in line of battle through the fields and
cedar thickets amidst a drenching rain, epcamping at night on the
camping-ground of the enemy, which bore abundant evidence of having
been hastily evacuated. In the course of the day we passed several
of his camp grounds, strewed with many signs of very recent occupa-
tion. Some sharp skirmishing was had to-day by one of my flanking
companies,

The next day being Sunday, we remained quiet in canp. The enemy
had been Lere in considerable force, and, in this connection, I may be
permitted to mention that a company from my command, and one from
that of Colonel Streight’s, erossed the river to a camp still in possession
of the enemy’s piekets, where we found more than 100 cavalry sabers,
several rifles, and other arms, which were taken possession of without
much resistance, and brought to our camp.

On Monday morning the line of march was resumed. Passing through
the same kind of country as on yesterday {very rough and broken), we
came to Stone’s River,not far from where the railroad crosses the stream,
and about 2 miles from Murfreesborough, the enemy being strongly
posted ou a rise of ground on the opposite bank,

After nightfall my command waded the river amidst a shower of balls
with which sur reception was greeted. My command was quicky formed
and marched in line of battle up the hill, during which time my skir-
mishers kept up a vigorous fire with those of the enemy, who retired at
our approach. Halting under the brow of the hill, we waited the attack,
which we hiad reason to expect, and doubtless wonld have experienced,
had it not been that the very boldness of onr advance intimidated him.
We were near enough to distinetly hear his officers urge their men for-
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ward, appealiLg 1n the name of their “ country and their rights” to make
the attack ; but they came not. We then recrossed the stream and biv-
ouacked for the night near its bank.

The next day skirmishing was indulged in with successful issues.
Heavy firing was kept up on our right and left most of the dag.

On the morning of the 31st nitimo, the enemy apparently making a
more vigorous attack on the right wing of the army than at any time
before, we were sent in that direction, and were soon epgaged with him,
The Sixty-fifth Ohkio bad taken position in a piece of woodland. In
obedience to orders, I took wy command to their support. They 8001
hecame engaged with a heavy colomn, which was pressing against it
with great force. Well did they sustain themselves, till, by great supe-
riority of number, they were compelled to give way. Passing over my
command, which at the titre was lying down, we, in turn, were instantly
engaged. Twelve rounds were fired with great spirit and effect, when
it was seen that the enemy was retreating in disorder, taking an oblique
direction to the left. I ordered an advance, and well, indeed, was it
obeyed—pressing forward on the double-quick; the ground recently oc-
cupied by the Sixty-fifth (. hio was attained, the enemy still fleein g before
us. There being no support for us on our left, and the battery on our
right (which in the beginning of the engagement had rendered good
service) having been withdrawn, the enemy bringing up his reserve,
crossed an open field on our left, and subjected us to an enfilading fire
for several moments of a most destructive character.

Being thus left entirely alone, and finding it impossible to withstand
such fearful odds, I withdrew in a somewhat disordered state, but soon
rallied and again took position in front. My horse having been sho*
in the early part of the engagement, I was compelled to remain on foot
the remainder of the day, when, by your kindnpess, I was furnished with
another. That night we bivouacked on the same ground as the night
hefore.

From that time to the evening of the 3 we were in the front, being
more or less exposed to the shells of the enemy, sustaining some loss
thereby,

We gook n¢ active part in any of the actions that ensued, with the
exception of having 20 men engaged, with others of the brigade, in
gallantly driving about 300 sharpshooters from a piece of woodland,
where they had annoyed us for a day or two.

It affords me great pleasure to say to you that all of my command
behaved most nobly through all the trying scenes they were called to
pasg; and where all behaved so well, it would be invidious to make
especial mention of any.

In conclusion, I would remark that my command numbered, on the
morping of the 31st ultime, 309 enlisted men, 19 line officers, and 3 field
and staff. The casualties of that day were as follows: Enlisted men
killed, 22; wounded, 49. Capts. Miles H, Tibbith, Company F, and
Peter Doyle, Company H, killed; Second Lieuts, Emanuel William-
son, Company I, and John Busterfield, Company K, wounded ; also
May. William Krimbill, glightly wounded in the knee, and 36 missing.
My judgment is that fully one-half those missing are killed or wounnded,
and part of the others taken prisoners.

Respectfully submitted. _

G. HATHAWAY,
Coloiel Seventy-third Indiona.
Col. C. G. HARKER,
Comemanding Third Brigade, First Ivision.
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No. 115
Report of Col. Michael Shoemaker, Thirteenth Michigan Infuntry,

HDQRS. THIRTEENTH REGIMENT MICHIGAN VoLs,
In Camp, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.

Sir: My report of the 5th, having been made in great haste, wag
vecessurily very brief, I would, therefore, for the better understanding
of the movewents of this regiment during the several days of battle,
comencing on the 29th nitimo and ending on the 3d instant, submit
the following:

On the evening of the 29th, when ordered to eross the river, we were
ont the left, the Fifty-first Indiana in the center, and the Seventy-third
Indiana on the right. My regiment commenced Crossing as soon as our
skirmishers were fairly on the other side. The skirmishers wore Com-
pany A, commanded by Lientenant Van Arsdale, and Cowpany F, com-
manded by Lieat. James R. Slayton. They drove the enemy rapidly,
the regiment following quite closely upon them,

When i line in the corn-field, and receiving the third volley from the
enemy, we were ordered to fix bayonets and prepare to receive a charge
of cavalry. As my regiment was somewhat in advance of the Fifty-first
Indiana, and my right covering their left, I moved my regiment to the
left and rear, so as to connect with the Fifty-first Indiana, but still
leaving wy left somewhat in advance, and in such a position as would
have enabled us to enfilade any force which might charge the center.
Our position was now a very strong one, being in the edge of the woods.
Here we remained until ordered to recross the river,

On the 31st, being in reserve when our brigade was placed in position
on the extreme right of the army, we occupied an open field justin rear
of where the Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth Regiments Ohio Volunteers
and Seventy-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers were engaged with the
enemy. When the battery retired, we were ordered to fall back to the
position we held when the enemy advanced upon us, When they opened
fire upon us, the other regiments of the bri gade had passed by our right
to the rear, and we did not see them again until after the close of the
engagement.

My reginrent was in line during the battle, and delivered their fire
with such precision and rapidity that the whole force of the enem ¥ was
brought to a stand at the fenee in our front, and beld there for at least
twenty minutes, when their left, which extended considerably beyond
my right, having advanced so as to wake it apparent that they would
soon turn my right flank, I gave the order to retire, but again formed
the regiment within 12 or 15 rods of the first line. The enemy advanced
80 as Lo occupy our first line, but broke and retreated precipitately when
charged by us. The Fifty-first lilinois advanced only to withinz 3 rods
of our first line, and then threw forward skirmishers.

My regiment charged past the first line, and to the right down to
near the fence, and full 30 rods in advaunce of our first position, over.
taking and capturing the enemy, from the place where the guns were
recaptured, which was to the right and in front of onr first line of bat-
tle, to the houses in our frout, and into a corn-field, on a line with the
houses. The artillery ceased firing a short time before we opened upon
the enemy, and fell back out of sight, with all but the guns which had
had their horses killed, and were captared. The enemy broke up the
guns of our dead on the first line of battle while they occupied it. A
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lientenant, whom we captured, informed me that our fire was very
destructive, and that their loss in wounded must largely excqed ours.

On the 1st instant my regimeut was exposed to a scattering fire all
day, but was not actually engaged. At night we were ordered_ to the
extreme front, to protect the Sixth Ohio Battery, and Jay all night on
Our arms. _

On the 2d instant, while supporting our battery, my regiment was
exposed to a terrible fire from the artillery of the enemy, the num ber of
guns playing upon us at one time being, as stated by Captain Bradley,
eighteen. Though necessarily inactive, my regiment steadily main-
tained their position for over an hour, wken one of our batteries com-
menced playivg npon us from the rear. I then withdrew my regiment
a few rods to the left, to a less exposed situation. o

In the afternocon we crossed Stone’s River with our division, and
remained there doing duty both Friday and Saturday nights.

On Sunday morning we recrossed the river and bivouacked neur the
hospitals. )

I am, sirv, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
M. SHUEMAKER,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. S, L. COULTER, )

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Qen., Thivd Brig., First Div., Left Wing.

No. 116,

Report of Lieut. Ool. Alevander MeIlvain, Sivty-fourth Ohio Infaniry.

HpQRrs. SIXTY-FOURTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEERS,
In the Field, January 5, 1863.

S1r: I have the honor herewith to report the number of killed,
wounded, and missing in this command, from December 27, 1862, to
January 3, 1863, inclusive, so far as cau be ascertained from company
commanders now present.*

The command arrived on the south bank of Stone’s River on the
evening ot December 29, 1862, and crossed to the opposite or Murfrees-
borough side after nightfall on the same evening, and formed as reserve
to the remainder of the Twentieth Brigade. Recrossed the river during
the same night, and next morning, while on duty on the front, had 1
man killed by the enemy.

On the morning of the 31st was ordered from the left to the right of
the line, and occapied the second line on the right. It was discovered
that the enemy was approaching on the left flank ; I ordered the com-
mand forward on tenth company, and, by order, fixed bayonets and
successfully drove them for some distance, when the command became
isolated and was ordered to fall back.

Among the casualties of officers of wy command, 1 sericusly regres
the loss of Capt. Joseph B. Sweet, who tell while bravely leading his

company into the thickest of the engagement. As an officer and trone
and devoted soldier, Captain Sweet bore the well-merited love and re-
spect of all those who Lvew him. Haviug adopted military life as a
profession, and for a long time served iu the regular army, he was pro-
ficient in all the high qualifieations that pertained to his calling. In him
his country and canse have lost a brave and patriotic officer.

* Nowinal list omitted. It shows 24 killed, 66 wounded, and 17 raissing.

1
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Of those wounded, honorable mention is justly due to First Lieuts.
Warner Young and Joseph B. Fergnson, and First Lieut. and Regi
mental Adjt. Chauncey Woodruff, all of whom exerted themselves to
their utmost to press forward their respective commands to the charge,
and ouly ceased their labors when overcome by the exhaustion occa-
sioued by their wounds. I learn with pleasure that, although seriously,
none were wortally wounded,

The officers who survived the battle did honor to the State they bail
from and the cause they nobly fought for, Of those who commanded
companies, the nanies of each can be honorably mentioned in justice to
them: Capt. R. C. Brown, of Company C; First Lieuts. Samnel Wolt,
of Compuny A, and Henry H. Kling, of Company D; Second Lieuts.
Norman K. Brown, Company F, and 1. Eugene Tillotson, Company
B; and First Sergts. James L. Hall, of Company G, and David Cum-
mins, of Company H; also Lient. George R. Hali, of Company K, and
Sergeants Kuneman and Holden, of Companies I and E, respectively,
who eommanded the companies to which they were attached, after their
Immediate commanders had been either killed or wounded ; also Second
Lieut. Thomas E. Ehlers, who assisted in the command of Company A.
The above-named officers did their daty regardless of the danger to
which they were exposed at every step while gallantly leading their men
forward to meet and charge the enemy.

The file-closers, without exception, manfully stood up to their work,
and 1 cannot, in justice to them ail, single out any one for special sub-
Ject of remark, and too much praise cannot be attached to their patriot-
ism apd heroic military bearing. The men in the ranks all did their
duty, and did it well, and they are heroes, all,

While we deeply regret and truly sympathize with the friends of
those wbo were either killed or wonnded, we are, as they can be, con-
soled with the thought that they all fell while bravely battling for theit
country’s right and the overthrow of rebellion.

ALEXANDER McILVAIN,
Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding.
Col. C. G, HARKER,
Commanding Tiwentieth Brigade,

No. 117,
Report of Maj. Horatio N, Whitbeck, Sixty-fifth Ohio I'nfuntry.

IN Caxtr, NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
' January 6, 1863.

Sir: The Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant.
Colone! Cassil, left its bivonac, near Duck Creek, on Monday morning,
December 29, 1862, In the advance its position was ou the left wing
of the frout line of the brigade. Two companies were deployed as
skirmishers, who very soon encountered a strong cavalry picket of the
enemy. This force contested our advance at times sharply, but disap-
peared near Stone’s River. When within a couple of miles of the same
river, several shells were thrown at us from cannon, which soou retired.
In this skirmishing we sustained no loss, but several of the enemy’s
saddles were seen to have been emptied and the horses straggling.

We reached the heights on the north side of the river about 3 p. m,,
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where we lay in Jine till after sundown. Orders were received -0 ad-
vance upon Murfreesborough that night. [ wasin command of the com-
panies of skirmishers, and immediately threw them across the river, and
commenced the ascent of the opposite heights.

Passing the skirt of woods, we encountered the enemy’s skirmishers
strongly posted to the front on the crest of the hill, and on my left
behind a rail fence. A galling fire brought our line to a halt, but we
soon cleared the hill, and, advancing over the crest, we found ourselves
within 30 paces of a regiment of rebels, who, in their confusion, were
rallying with great difficulty. I at once retired the line to the woods,
where we remained till the whole brigade had recrossed, when we were
quietly withdrawn.

Sergeant Snider, acting orderly, was wounded in the face, which was
tbe only injury our regiment suffered. The regiment itself crossed the
stream in good order, under fire of the rebel skirmishers, and remained
in line behind the skirt of woods till it recrossed with the brigade.

Tuesday we lay in bivonae near the river, and went on picket at
night. In accordance with Colonel Harker’s order, we were ready to
move at daybreak, with 60 ronuds of cartridges to a man.

We received marching orders about 8 a. ., and woved at once for-
ward. The enemy’s sharpshooters and a battery on the opposite hill
began a fierce fire of ball and shell upon us as we returned up the
heights. When on the summit, a shell exploded in the raoks of Com-
pany B, killing 1 and wounding 2. 'We double-quicked, under a storm
of shell, after the brigade, which was some distance ahead, moving to
the support of the right wing. When the brigade was formed to ad-
vance through the open field to the right of General Van Cleve’s divis-
ion, our regiment was placed on the left of the front line, with the Fifty-
first Regiment Jodiava Volunteers on our right and the Sevepty-third
Regiment Indiana Volunteers to our rear. Company I, Captain Chris-
tophel, was deployed to the front as skirmishers, but, having suffered
severely, was, in a short time, relieved by Company H, Lientenant
Brown. When near the skirtof timber protruding from the main forest,
we marched by the right flank to sepport the Sixth Ohic Battery. We
were again moved toward the enemy and placed behind a rise of ground.
We suddenly found them in line at & short distance, and immediately
commenced firing. The enemy, though in brigade front, three columns
deep, staggered, concealed himself as far as possible, and did not ven-
ture to advance under our fire.

Meanwhile, Geueral Yan Cleve's division giving way, tho line of the
enemy on our left advancing, corapletely outflanked us, and we were suf-
fering under a raking cross-fire. We held the position for about thirty
minutes, and fell back, in accordance with orders ; formed behind the
Seventy third Regiment Indiana Volunteers, and moved by the flank to
oppose the advancing right of the enemy. We took our position behind
a rail fence, and again held the enemy in check for about twenty min-
utes. At length, being nearly cut off by the enemy on the right, we
retired behind the line of battle, resting in the wood near the pike.

‘We had suffered severely; out of 16 officers with the regiment, 2 had
been killed and 8 wounded. Second Lieutenant Van Kirk, command-
ing Ginmupany A, fell in the advauce; Captain Christophel, of Company
I, some time in the retreat. Both were doing their duty nnflinchingly
and manfully. Lieatenant-Colonel Cassil having been disabled by the
fall of his horse at the second stand of the regiment, I then took com-
mand. Wae rejoined our division at night near the position we left in
the morning.
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On Thursday, January 1, we lay in front, in support and to the right
of the Sixth Ohio Battery, during the furious cannonading, and were
upui;nyml by sharpshooters during the whole day. We picketed at
night.

Our sicirmishers covered the front on Friday. The regiment lay in a
little elamp of wood, itu sitpport of the battery, and exposed to the most
terrific shelling during the morning. Inthe afternoon our skirmishers,
in conjunction with those of the brigade, cleared the wood in front of
rebel skirmishers and sharpshooters; were in turn shelled out, and
again took possession and held it.

Near night, and the close of the engagement on the left, we moved
over the river, threw up a defense of rails to the front, and remained
there through the rain till mornjug. We were retired till Saturday
night, when we aguin picketed the left front. About 2 a. m. Sunday
we were marched back to our present bivouac.

The following is the list of the casnalties of the regiment: Lieutenant.
Colonel Cassil, severs sprain by the fall of his borse; Major Whitbeck,
slightly wounded in the neck; Adjatant Massey, severely in leg aud
slightly in face and hip; Capts. Jacob Christophel, killed, and Voor-
hees, through the side; First Lieutenant Gardner, through side; Sec-
ond Lieutenants Van Kirk, killed; Markel, through hip; Brown, in
the shoulder, and Pealer, through thigh, and Acting Second Lieutenant
Rook, in thigh,

Of 382 enlisted men in the engagements during the week, 34 were
killed, 100 wounded, and 38 missing; total, 172, Of the missing, some
are knowu to be prisoners, others are serving in hospitals, and a few
stragglers are still coming up.

1 will not particularize when all, officers and men, conducted them-
selves so coolly and fonght so determinedly against such desperate odds ;
nor need I mention their patience under such privations and ¢xposures
in midwinter,

] HORATIO N. WHITBECK,
Major, Commanding Sixty-fifth Regiment Ohic Volunteers,
Captain COULTER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade.

No. 118,

Eeport of Brig. Gen. John M. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding Second
Division, )

HDQRS. SECOND D1v., LEFT WING, FOURTEENTH A. C,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

MasoR: I have the honor to submif, for the information of the gen-
qra[ comma}.ndmg, the following report of the operations of this division
t1;0mt and including December 27 up to and inelading Janunary ¢, in-
stant.: '

At 11.20 a. m., December 27, while in eamp near La Vergne, I received
orders te move forward, fullowing the division of General Wood, and to
detach a brigade, to proceed by the Jefferson pike, and seize the, bridge
across Stewart’s Creek. The duty of conducting this operation was as-
signed to Colonel Hazen. How well and skillfully it was done will be
secn by his report, whieh is herewith forwarded,

The brigades of Cruft and Grose reached the west bank of Stewart’s
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At the same time Colonel Grider, bearig the colors of the Ninth Ken-
tucky Volunteers, crossed with anotber party, and these flags, with two
belonging to other regiments, rallied under their folds an iudiscriminate
mass of nen and officers of the Third Division, which, supported by fresh
troops that had been ordered to the contlict, drove back, in terrible con-
tusion, the columns of the enemy, victorious but a moment before. The
colors of the Nineteeutl (rhio and Ninth Kenincky were placed on three
pieces of the enemy’s artillery, which were captured and brought into
our lines by squads composed of the different regiments and brigades of
the division. After this magnificent scene of individual heroism, the
different detachments of the regiment formed on the same ground we
secupied in the morning, avd bivouacked that pight.

Again we have to regref the loss of Lrave officers aud wen.  Capt.
Urwin Bean, of Company E; First Lieat. Job D. Bell, commanding
Company C, and Sergt. Maj. Lyman Tylee were killed while gallantly
performing their duties. First Lieut. Aurora C. Keel, of Company K,
was severely wounded; Second Lieut. Williamn A. Sutherland, of Com-
pany H, slightly., Capt. William H. Allen, of Company I, rendered
most valuable and efficient aid as a field officer.  All the line officers
vied with each other in deeds of courage.

I wish particularly to note the gallant bearing of I'irst Lieut. Charles
Brewer, adjutant; Second Lieut. Albert Upson, commanding Company
E, and Sergt. Jason Hurd, comwanding Company G.  Butall bave done
their duty, and the unpleasant task is not mine to record any acts of
cowardice in the Nineteenth Olio Regincut.

1 annex a list of killed, wounded, and missing.*

In this action we had killed 2 officers aud 13 enlisted men; total
killed, 15, Wounded, 2 officers aud 56 enlisted men; total wounded,
53. Missing (smpposed prisoners), 31 enlisted men.

Respectfally, your obedient servant,
CHARLES F. MANDERSON,

Magor, Commanding Nineteentle Regiment Olio Volunteers.

Lieut. W, H. H. SHEETS,
A. A, A. G., First Brig., Tivird liv., Left Wing,
Fourteenth Army Corps, Dept. of the Cumberland.

No. 154,

Report of Col. James P. Pyfie, Fifty-ninth Ohio Infantry, commanding
Second Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION,
ARMY oI THE CUMBLRLAND, LuFT WING,
January 5, 1863,

TAPTAIN : | herewith transmit my report of the operations of the
Seeond Brigade in front of Murfreesborough. where it arrived with the

balance of the left wing December 20, 1862, up to Junuary 3, 1863,

December 30, the brigade was under arms in close column of divisions
all day ; consideralle firing in.the aftcrnoon in the direction of theright

wing.

* Nominal lint omitted.
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Becember 31, the brigade was ordered across Stone®s River.  Prior
to reaching the same, an order was received (rom General Crittemden to
counterniarel the brigade, together with Swallow’s battery, in double-
quick to the rear, as the train was attacked.  Passing qui('-,lllv through
the woods, as the wagons bad biocked up the road, we came out into
the open field beyeud, and formed a line of battle, p’eri)endicular to the
road, on the left, i a coru-field, thirough which the rebels were seen leard
ing off the train slowly, as the gronnd was soft.  Beyond the train, in
the same field, was abont u squadron of cavalry, guarded by rebiels.

On our appearance the cavalry began capturing their 'gnm‘(i' one
eseaped, one was killed.  The vebel cavalry were drawn upin line ACross
the field, in the edge of the woods, Captain Swallow, who had man:lget}
to get his battery through the obstructions expeditiously, soon had his
pleces in position, aud opened fire on the rebel lines which began dis-
persing, and were charged by a force of our ca\'alry,,which had paséed
dolwu the road to the right of the train, doirg excellent service. The
effect of the charge 1 could not see from where we were. C.aptain
Swallow now moved his pieces to 1 more elevated position, which com-
ma-i_lded the country for a great distance, from whence h,e opened on
their seattered forces, driving them out of view,

At this point an order was received from General Van Cleve toreturn
to the Third Division, and form on the right of the First Brigade in two
lines, to support it; that Colonel Harker would support wy right. The
order was immediately complied with ; the division began advancing
down the slope of the cedar ridge south of the road, passing Colonel
Harker’s on my right, beyoud the foot of the slope, }lft.er passing his
brigade, which did not move, my right flank became exposed with
strong indications of w heavy force approaching in front extendii,ng be-
yond my right lank. As we continued advancing, 1 sent‘threo different
messengers by my aides, calling Colouel Harker's attention to my ex.
posed flank, and at length reported in person to General Van Cleve
While doing this the Sixty-6ifth Ohio, which, it appeared, had Deen
lying down at the edge of the fleld, rose to their feet in the [;Ia('e where
a force was needed.  Supposing it would remain there, I passed back
agaly to wy pusition, to see the Sixty-fifth march by,the right Rank
back to Colonel Harker's left.  The firing in tront of my tirst line, com
posed of the Iifty-ninth Obio and Forty-fourth Indiana, was getn{ng to
be heavy, and the skirmishers, running in, reported a ileavy force ad-
vancing thjrough the woods, ontankiog my right. Lieatenant Te'mp]e
of my staff, was senf at onee to Lientenant-Colonel Dick with orders tu
txr’hee] his regiment to the right, and place it in the woods to secare my
tg‘:l;m]ig.o“. the order reached hin the cnemy appeared coming throngl

Seeing the force wonld have to 1all baek, galloped to the battery and
ordered it to open five to the right of wy flank into the woods, for the
purpose of checking and contusing the ontflanking force, to sa,vé my bri-
gade from the effecis of 1he cross-fire, while falling bauk’as much as pos-
sible. The order to tire was complied with instantly the whole h:;tr(-r\'
opening several votlevs in quick suceession, and with ’decided eftect, iuto
the woods, while the column fell back rapidly, the front line htwi-n;:,' SUR-
tained itself gallantly unril vutfanked. The artillery came safely mllt o
Ehe field under tire, Licatenant Bnekmar, a gallant officer, being <hot
hr;r&: his horse amd badly wounded jnst as he was passing out of the

After falling back from the field, the Thirteenth Ohio, auder Majo
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is, and part of the Eighty-sixth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Diick

‘Jva;svi'g’rmed Iilear the road,&thg Forty-fourth being placed on duty else-
where, and ordered to move up the road to meet the force that fiad fol-
lowed from the field, which was represented advapcing. Aroing in
advance of tbe force, I found the Fifty-nintk Ohie, under Lieutenant-
Colonel Howard and Major Frambes, hotly contesting the celar ndge and
hard pressed, their left flank being exposed, encouraging the ﬁzen_ to
Lold ow, and they should have help immediately. NI force fo ewgzig
e was hurried up. The remnant of the Thirteenth Ohio, though Sal y
repressed by the death of the gallant and loved Colonel Hawkins, shot
dead on the fleld, answered the command to go forward with a cheer,
and got into line on the left, opening fire just as a regiment on the right
of the Fifty-ninth marched to the rear, leaving iy right tlank rag:&m-
exposed, which the enemy were not slow to perceive, and began ta,k‘mg
advantage of. Sorely annoyed, I crossed the road and asked the officer
in command, whom T do not know, what it meant. He said he had been
ordered back, but on my representations he immediately marched Iills
regiment up again, delivering a heavy fire a5 he reached the crest of t le
ridge. 1 then ordered the whole live to charge, which was gallantly
done with a cheer, the enemy being driven from the crest of the ridge
down the southern slope and back across the field. ] )

One of the skirmishers, William Brown, of Company B, Fifty-niuth

Ohio, met me on the edge of the ridge, marching back through the line
at the head of 28 prisoners, besides 2 officers (lientenants) he had cap-
tared in a sink-hole. Many other prisoners were captured by the Sec-
ond Brigade, amounting to 60, as near as can be ascertained. .
After the enemy was repulsed, as stated, there was no more fighting
on this day by the left wing, General Van Cleve t;urmng1 over the oom:
mand of the division to me, he having been wounded, Colonel Beatt)
ing on duty elsewhere.
be:? a%ma,ry l,ycrossed with the brigade over the river, where the Secon(}
Brigade was placed on the left of the First, in an open field in rear o
a belt of timber on a ridge, the Forty-fourth Indiana and Thirteenth
Ohio in the front line, with the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth Indiana
on their 1ight, the Fifty-ninth Ohio aud Fighty-sixth [udiana in reserve.
This arrangement left an open space on the left. On the frount line,
between it and a road running through a lane beyond the road, was an
open ficld unoccupied by troops, except a line of skirmishers from Colo-
nel Grose’s command. In the rear, toward Stone’s River, was a corn-
field, and behind the fence was a Kentucky regiment, with their right
resting on the lane, This left a gap between wy left and their right of
about 500 yards; thus the forees rested during the day, with sharp skir-
wishing in our {ront. )

J anuiry 2, the skirmishing commenced early and was brisk through-
out the day, until about 3 o’clock, when the indications of an attack in
front became so threatening, a battery having been planted in the woods
on my left flank, that I ordered my reserve into the frout line, deflecting
the Bighty-sixth Indiana baclk, and placing them behind the fence across
the lane to sweep the open field in front of the Kentucky regiment.
Company A, of the Fifty-ninth Regimeot, under Sergeant Carr, was
placed on the left of the Eighty-sixth, connecting the two forces, which
gave them a cross-fire over the open field io front.

About 4 p. m. Colonel Beatty, commanding the division, came over
and was shown the disposition of the brigade, which he approved, sug-
gesting, in case we were compelled to fall back, we should do so through
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the low ground. We then went to the peint near the ford, where the
artillery was stationed, and, while examining that, Major-General Rose-
crang arrived at the samwe point.  In o few moments 4 messenger frou
the front arrived and reported a large force was being massed in front
of our lines. Colonel Beatty and myself immediately started to our
respective positions. I was shortly met by Adjutant Holter, of the
Fifty-ninth Ohio, with a report that the cnemy were in motion, advanc-
ing on our front. Sixteen regimental flags had been counted in one
column.,  Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen, C. I King was ordered to make report
of the facts to General Rosecrans immediately. Passing on to the
Eighty-sixth Regiment, it and Company A were ordered to strengthen
their position with rails.

Only a short time elapsed when a tremendous fire indicated that the
attack had fallen on Colonel Beatty’s right, Another colume, it ap-
peared, had crossed Stone’s Lliver and participated in the attack, while
8till another was coming on my left, but for some cause its advance was
somewkat delayed. The main column of attack moved diagonally across
the front of the wood, striking toward a wooded height on the bank of
the river where Captain Drury’s battery of artillery had been posted in
the morning, under the command of Lisutenant Livingston. The weight
of the eolumn of attack fell first on the Eighth Kentucky and Fifty-first
Ohio in the front line. They stood gallantly for a few moments, but
were swept away. The enemy, still pushing on, received a heavy flank
and oblique fire from the Thirty-fifth, Forty-fourth, and Eighty-sixth
Indiana, and Thirteenth Ohio. The column next encountered the Nine-
ty-ninth Ohio, Twenty first Keutueky, and Nineteenth Ohio, which were
suceessively borne backward, as were the Ninth and Eleventh Ken-
tucky.

In the meaun time, after the giving way of our second line, and as
soon as our infantry had gotten out of she way, Lieutenant Livingston
opened upon them with his Lattery with good effect. The enemy’s
artillery, following their colmmn, took pesition on the high ground to
the right of the wood, which commanded the field of battle, and, as
tireir infantry passed on, driving our right across the river, opened with
grape and canister. The Second Brigade, not being exactly in line of
their charge, held their ground until the column of attack had passed
our second line,

The brigade then fell back through the low ground, as directed (being
myself disabled, my horse haviug thrown and dragged me for a shorl
distance), and took position behind the buildings or the hill.

The artillery, after the giving way of our last line of infantry, recrossed
Stone’s River. The column of attack, pushing on toward the ford, was
exposed to a severe flank fire from Colonel Grose’s force, together with
those of my brigade who had collected about the buildings opon the
hill, and also to our artillery and the infantry that had taken position
on the opposite bank of the river; thus extending the fire around their
front to the left flank, encircling them on three sides. A cross-fire of
artillery and small-arms, delivered for a short time with terrible effect,
was too much for them, and their broken and discomfited columns turned
baek upon their path, closely pursued by the troops which had rallied,
together with the fresh troops which General Rosecrans had ordered
up, taking a portion of the celebrated Washington Battery. This re-
pulse closed the operations in front of Murfreesborough, the Second
Brigade going into camp on the field for the night.

I eannot close this report without favorably noticing many of the
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ofticers and men of my command throughout the frying Ur\deal of 0
many days fighting. My acting assistant ad_]utgnt—geneml, C.F. K\",'gf
J. Bl Temple, aide-de-camp; Capt. Charles A. Sheaf, provost-marshal ;
Lieut. Joseph Dancer, inspector, who was seve}‘ely wounded in the lasif
day’s fight, and Orderlies H. J. Higgins, B, D. Thomas, members of m),l
staff,are entitled to much credit for their conduct on the field. Colone
Williams, Lieutenant-Colone! Aldrich, and Joseph C. Hodges, adJutan::,
of the Forty-fourth Indiana; Col. J. G. Hawkins (killed in the first day’s
fight while gallantly doing bis duty); Major Jarvis, upon whom the
command devolved after the fall of Colonel Hawkius, and Adjt. T. B.
George ; Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, Major Frambes, Adjutant Holter,
of the Fifty-ninth Ohio; Colonel Dick and Major Dresser, of the Bighty-
sizth Indiana (severely wounded in the eugagement of the first day),
are deserving of particular notice. : ) N

Colonel Hamilton, although unacgnainted with military matters, was
present, assisting all in his power ; also Surgs. Martin Hays and Gor
don, with the assistance of the brigade baud, in getting and attendmg
to the wounded, in which Gus. Penn was shot dead, and Dougherty,
both of the band, badly wounded; for their good conduct they are
especially noticed, Lieutenants Kibler and Woods attracted my at-
tention Ly their gallantry while in command of the skirmishers on the
cedar ridge. I will also notice the galtantry and death of 0010r~beare§',
Sergeant Wood, shot dead, with the flag in his hand on the first day’s
fight; also of Nelson Shields, who seized the colors, and bore them
aloft, upon the fall of the color-sergeant, until wounded himself, when
he delivered them to Private Loyd; all of the Thirteenth Ohio. I also
notice Color-Bearers Benjamin Snellinger and Nathan Goffenberry, of
the Eighty-sixth Indiana, who were both shot down (the first killed
instantly, the latter mortally wounded) in the fight of the first day.
Both of these flags were lost. T also notice the good conduct of Ser-
geants Ely and Thomas Hayden, of the Fifty-ninth Obio, who, on the
last day’s fight, were raised in the air by a cannon ball plowing the earth
beneath their feet, and thrown violently to the earth. . )

I recommend that William Brown, of Company B, Fifty ninth Obio,
who captured the prisoners above referred to, and Nelson Shields, of
the Thirteenth Ohio, who saved his regimental flag, as proper persons
to receive, each, one of the medals ordered to be prepared by Congress
for those who particularly distinguish themselves in battle. )

In closing this report, I wish also to tender my thanks to Maj. Lyne
Starling, adjutant-general on General Orittenden’s staff, for words of
encouragement and cheer to a portion of my command when hard
pressed on the cedar ridge in the first day’s fight; and also to express
wy gratitude to our commander-inl;chxef, Gtt)a_neral Rosecrans, for the

e favor at the place and about the same time.
Baﬁﬂ of which is rgspectfully submitted, together with the reports of the
different regimental commanders, appropriately marked, with a cor-
rected acccunt of the killed, wounded, anch missing, which foot up:
Officers killed, 4; wounded, 15 ;2miss}p%,(iié. Enllls%%ed ’Eﬁgl kél;lg(i’ 7b;
251 ; issin ; enlisted men . ) .
wounded, 251 ; officers m g, 2; e e S Eo
Colonel, Comdg. 2d Brig., 3d Div., Left Wing, 14th Army Corps.

Capt. E. A. OT18,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

* But ses revised atatement, p. 213.
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figport of Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich, Forty fowrth Indiana Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS FFORTY-FOURTH INDIANA VOLUNTRERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., Janvary 5, 1363.

DEar B1r: It becomes my duty (o make a brief report of CRgugn-
wents hefore Murtreesborouglh.

We went into the field on December 31, 1862, with 316 men, officers
included. We took our pusitiou, by your order, in brigade on the right,
and marched in line of Lattle tlnough an open field south of the pike.
Iu passing through this field we diseovered the cnemy making o fank
movement on our right, in « wooed bordering upoun the field. Iutelli-
gence was conveyed to you, and, as I understand, by you to our division
commander. We made a staud at the edge of the wood in our front,
but were soou ordered to advance, which we did.

After entering the woods our skirnmishers were ordered in, as the line
of the enemy was in sight. We still advanced to within, as neur as I
could judge, 100 yards of their line, and opened fire. They replied, and
advanced their line; at the same time the flanking force opened a galling
cross-fire upon us. We held the position as leng as we conld do so with-
out sacrificing our whole regiment ; we then fell back to our battery and
formed line ot battle. We were ordered by General Van Cleve to remain
here till further orders. We soon had orders from you to Juin the brigade
at the right, which we did.  Here we formed a new line, and remained
till some time in the night, when we were ordered to mareh to the left
again, where we remained through the night.

Permit me to pass over oceurrences not important, for want of roon:.
to January 2, when we weore iu line of battle on the left. About 4 p- n.
the enemy was discovered to be advancing. I received orders from yon
to fall back to low grouund, if it was found we could not hold our posi-
tion, The enemy attacked on our right; Seventy-ninth and Thirty-fifth
Indiana engaged, and held their position firm for some time. In the
mean time 1 directed my fire at right oblique. The enemy pressed on, and
the Thirty-fifth and Seventy ninth gave way. I still held my men and
kept up the fire til! the enewy had passed by us on the right, and then

gave orders to fall back, which we id, to a rail fence. Then we rallied
again, and gave thew a cross-fire; but they still advancing wade it nee-
essary to fall back to the pround you designated. I gave the command,
and we fell back to the building on the hill. Here Adjutant Hodges
and myself, together witli other officers, succeeded in rallying a large
foree, together with our regiment, and opeued a destructive cross-fire on
the enemy, which soon had its effect upon their extreme left, and assisted
ger{r{ much in their final repulse. We followed them till ordered to fall
ack.

I must here meniion that at the first rally at the rail fence was the last
seen of Colonel Wiliams. I suppose him to be taken prisouer. Our
losgs, as it stands now, is 56 wounded. 10 killed, and 47 missing.*

I must make meution of some oflicers and men that acted with great
Lravery: First is our colonel, William C. Williams. Adjt. Joseph C.
Hodges was among the most efficient and brave; Acting Lieut. Joseph
W. Burch, Company A ; Licutenants Gunsenhouser and Thoemas, Com-
pany F; Getty and Murray. Company B Wilson, Company K ; Hil-
debrand, Company B; acting lieutenants, Compavy G; Lieutenants

* But see ryvised statement, p. 213.



