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down a heavy fence, the firing of the battery ceased.* We advanced
to the top of a hill in the rear of La Vergne, when Colonel Dodge re.
oeived orders to return to town.

I thought at the time, and thiuk so still, that our advance through
the woods was as ra.pitf a8 circumstances wonld admit of. Tke only
time lost was when I directed the cavalry to reconnoiter on our left.
Halting at that time was thought to be a necessity.

Hoping the above will fully explain the matter referred to in Orders,

No. —, I remai respectfully, yours,
! — Ty FOUTE, P. B. HOUSUM.

Capt. D, C. WiaNER, B
Assistant Adjutant-General,

No. 8.
Eeport of Capt. Thomas . Rose, Seventy-scventh Pennsylvania Infantry.

OAMP NEAR INSANE ASYLUM,
November 29, 1862.

Sie: In compliance with the request of Lieutenant-Colonel Housum,
commanding Seventy-seventh Regiment, I have the honor to make the
following report of the part that I took in the skirmish near La Verguoe,
Tenn. : :

When the Beventy-seventh had formed on the left of the Twenty-ninth
Indiana, I was ordered to take one company and deploy it forward as
skirmighers, and join on the left of the skirmishers of the Twenty-ninth,
which I did, and which post I had the Lonor te hold throughout the
skirmish, After I had got my company into position, we were ordered
to advance across the woods, and over a ditch, which was the bed of a
small creek ; thence across an open space to the edge of the grove on
the left of tﬂe town. From the time I first deployed the company, the
enemy had kept firing on us, and in & short time after we entered the
latter grove the firing became quite heavy upon my position of the line.
At this time the whole line of skirmishers was ordered to halt, and my
little band sustained the concentrated fire of the rebels for a considera.
ble length of time, when the rebels advanced toward us with a loud
cheering, which cheering we as lustily returned. My portion of the com-
mand being at this time re-enforced, we charged upon them, and drove
them back throngh the woods into and across an open space to the nexs
grove beyond, their officers using their utmost endeavors to rally them,
which they partially succeeded in doing behind a fence on the opposite
edge of the grove. They did not stay our progress, however, and one
portion of the rebels returned pell-mell down the road toward the Leb-
anon pike, and the other in tolerable order toward the railroad. We
were here ordered to move by the right filank, which we did for about
150 or 200 yards, and then advanced directly across the railroad at an
angle of about 20 degrees, our right thrown forward striking the rail-
road first, and, when the left of my line had p over the railroad
about 100 yards, I discovered a section of artillery belonging to the
enemy a little to the front, but almost upor my right flank. I immedi-

* NOTE 0N ORIGINAL.—The line of skirmishets passed throngh s field on onr left,
and advanced through the woods in the direction of the hill on which the rehel bat.
tery was placed.
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ately signaled my skirmishers to ¢hange direetion to the right, to gain
the rear of the battery, which they did until we had wheeled about 30
degrees, when we encountered about 300 dismounted cavalry, which at
first I took to be aregiment of infantry. We attacked them with s loud
cheer, and they immediately began to give way, but disputed the ground
for probably 100 yards, when they fled precipitately to their horses,
which were posted in the rear of the battery. We pushed at double-
quick toward the battery, but, as soon as the cavalry reached their
horses, both cavalry and artillery commenced a thundering retreat, and
we continued in full pursuit, although we were a quarter of a mile in
advance of our main reserve, until an orderly came up, stating that he
was the bearer of an order from the brigade commander directing us to

- fall back, whick we did until we neared the town, whers I assembled

my skirmishers and returned to the regiment.
Your obedient servant,
THOS. E. ROSE,

Oaptain, Comdg. Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers,

8. T. Davis,
Adjutant Seventy-seventh Regt. Pennsylvania Volunteers.

No. 4.

OQongratulatory letter from General Braxion Bragg to Brig. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler, O. 8. Army, commanding cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Murfreesborough, November 27, 1862.

General WHEELER, Chief of Oavalry :

GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to thank you for
your successful engagement with the enemy to-day. He also desires
yon will express to the First Alabama Regiment (one of his old COrps)
his appreciation of their gallant conduct, not unexpected, which you
refer to in your report.* He further directs me to state that you expose
yourself too recklessly in affairs of this character,

I am, general, your cbedient servant,
GEORGE WM. BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

NOVEMBEER 26-30, 1862.—Operations about Springfield, Tenn,
Report of Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Griffin, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRTY-EIGHTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Edgefield Junction, Tenn., December 2, 1862.

Sm: In pursuance of your orders, of date November 25, I proceeded
with my command and 22 wagons, leaving eamp at 7.30 o’clock on

——— —

* Not found,
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the morning of the 26th unltimo, arriving at Springﬁeld, Robertson
County, Tennessee, at 3.30 p. m. of the same date. Immediately on ar-
rival, pickets were thrown out on all avennes of approach to the town,
and Company E, Capt. William L, Carter commanding, placed on duty
a8 provost gaards. Immediate search was made for subsistence sto

a8 contemplated by your orders, and flour, to the number of ;,143 bar.
rels, found stored. ~ Of this I immediately had loaded 249 barrels on the
wagons then at hand, and parked them for the night elose to my com

mand, sending at the same time s courier forward for further supply of
wWagons. ‘

Examinations made on the 27th resulted in the finding of one lot of
106 barrels of flour, another of 40 barrels, and three lots of bacon—say
something more than 3 tons—for correct statement of which I would
refer to reports of Lioutenant Hollister, acting brigade COMIizaary.

On the evening of November 27, Lientenant-Oolonel Kell, command-
ing Second Ohio Volunteers, arrived with his regiment and wagon-train,
and assumed command of the post. From that date two companies of
Iy command were doing provost guard duty, two on picket duty, and
the others escorting trains, or such other duties as were reguired by the
demands of the expedition.

On Saturday, November 29, I proceeded, with four companiea of my
command, under Lisutenant-Oolonel Kell, Second Chio Volun to the
Logan Mills, situated on Red River, Kentneky, 13 miles north of pring-
fleld, on the old Russellville road, returning from there after dark, and,
when about one-half mile from Sprin gfield, the rear, or rather the strag-
gling portion of the command (the march having been a very severe one},
was fired upon by bushwhackers, wonnding in the leg severely Joseph
Oandiere, Company B, of my regiment. Three shots were fired, and the
wound inflicted with fmekshot, evidently fired from a shot-gun. These
facts coming to my knowledge, I immediately sent out a detachment of
wWO companies, under Maj. John B, Glover, with orders to arrest all men
found in the immediate vicinity of the firing, and to bring them and all
‘erms found in their possession to camp. This duty was prompily per-
formed, and 10 of the citizens living in the immediate neighborhood
bx_-ought to camp and turned over to the provost-marshal, together
with 3 shot-guns and 5 rifles. The citizens were held in custody antil
the next evening, when a court of inquiry, consisting of Maj. J. B.
Glover, Capt. William 1. Carter, Lient. James V., Kelso, and myself,
after a thorough investigation, being satisfied of their innocence, dis
charged them, retaining, however, their guns, which were bmugfnt to
this camp, and now await your order as to what disposition shall be
maﬁie of them.

. Monday, December 1, a. m., my command was relieved by the Thirty-
third Ohio Volunteers, and, as soon as the companies thes;n on picket
could be called in, started for this camp, arriving here at 6 p. m., bring-
ing with us 3 prisoners, who were turned over to us by the citizens of
Springfield, together with 1 horse and 8 guns, which I have hrought
with me to this camp. Prisoners are members of Morgan’s and Wood-
ward’s guerrilla bands.

Very respectfully, your obedient gervant,
. . D. F. GRIFFIN,
Ldeut. Ool., Comdyg. Thirty-eighth Regiment Indiana Voluntcers.
GroEGE H. VANDEGRIFT,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Brigade.
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NOVEMBER 26-DECEMBER 1, 1862 —Expedition from Edgefield to Har-
peth Shoals, Clarksville, &c., Tenn,

Eeport of Lieut. Col. James 8. McClelland, Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FIFTH ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Edgefield, Tenn., December 2, 1862.

GENERAL: In pursuance of your order, received the night of No-
vember 26, I left camp at 11 o’clock with the Twenty-fifth Illinois, Major
Nodine ; Thirty-fifth Illinois, Lientenant-Colonel Chandler, and one com-
pany of the Thirty-sixth Illinois Cavalry, Captain Sherer. My instrue-
tions from General Davis were to march to Harpeth Shoals, to intercept
1,200 cavalry (said to have crossed there), and, if possible, cut them up.

I moved my command 16 miles, and halted for breakfast; rested two
bours, and moved on near to Harpeth Shoals; encamped and sent out
scouts.

Having received such information as convinced me that no enemy in
any force was near, I moved at 8 o’clock next morning, 28th, to a camp
1 mile east of Coopertown, on the Nashville and Olarksville road. At
12 o’clock at night I received orders to march to Harpeth Shoals or
Olarksville, to intercopt a foree said to be at Trenton, Todd County.

In obedience to this order, I separated my teams, and sent those
already loaded, with the prisoners, under a strong escort, to a camp at
Edgefield, and, with the balance of my command, left camp at 3 a. m,,
29th, and arrived at Port Royal at 11 a. m., where I learned that no
force was then nearTrenton, but that Woodward’s command had crossed
the Cumberland below and at Olarksville some time during the 28th, I
therefore went into camp with my infantry force, and sent the cavalry
on to Clarksville, They reported to me before daylight on the morning
of the 30th that, on their arrival at Olarkasville, they found the advance
of Colonel Bruce’s command oceupying the town, and that the enemy.
700 strong, was in camp 10 miles south of Clarksville, and they expected
to make an attack on the camp at daybreak of the 30th. On hearing
this, I left my camp at 8.30 a. m., and marched to Sycamore Oreek and
encamped.

December 1, marched at 8.30 o’clock and arrived in camp, near Edge-
field, at 4.30 p. m. My march in a direct line was 97 miles in some less
than five days, besides the scouting done by parties sent out for the
purpose of obtaining information. The cavalry command labored faith-
fully, and I cannot speak in too high terms of their promptness and
efficiency, a8 well as good conduet, on the march. Great credit is due
Capt. 8, B. Bherer for the discipline he enforced.

Doring the march I captured on the road going south 3 Wagons,
loaded with 20 barrels of whisky, with the owner and his feamsters,
and found on his person $3,080 of Confederate bills, in sheets. I brought
in near 500 bushels of wheat, 150 bushels of corn, 16 barrels of flour,
and 5 barrels of salt. I captured over 20 prisoners, 11 of whom I had
turned over; 2 I paroled (they being sick and wounded), and the bal-
ance I released nnconditionally for want of sufficient evidence against
them. I also brought in 20 head of horses, 10 head of mules, and 6
guns. All of the above property was taken from persons known to be
disloyal, and receipts were given by my gquartermaster and approved by
& commissioned officer in all cases wlere any owner could be found, or
family of owner to give them to. Most of the property taken belongs
to men serving in the rebel ariny., I found the roads leading from
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Second (late Fiftk) Brigade.

(L) Brig. Gen, EDWaRD N. Kirx.
(2.) Col, Joszrr B. Dopak.

34th Minots
Lieut. Col. Hiram W, Bristol.
Maj, Alexander P, Dysart,

20th Indiana:
Lieut, Col. David M, Dunn
Maj, Joseph P. Collins.
30th Indiana:
Col. Joseph B. Dodge.
Lient. Col. Orrin D. Hurd.

79th Nlinoia: 77th Pennsylvania:
Col, 8heridan P. Read. Lieut. Col. Peter B. Housum.
Migj. Allen Buckner. Capt. Thomas E. Kuwe.
Third (late Fourth) Brigada.

Col. PriLzMOX P. BALDWIN.

6th Indi Lieut. Col. Tripp.
5th Kentuoly, Liout. Col. Filom W, oy
1st Ohdo, Maf Joab A, Btafford.

93d Ohio, Col. Charles Anderson.

Artiliory.*

§th Indians Bam%, Capt. Poter Simonson.
Ty

Ist Qhio, Batte:

Lieut. Edmuud B. Belding,

1st Ohio, Battery E, Capt. Warren P. Edgarton.
Cavalry.
34 Indisns, Companies G, H, I, and K, Maj. Robert Klein.
THRD (LATR ErevENTH) DIvisiox.
Brig. Gen. PriLYr H. SHERIDAN.
Raoort.
24 Eentucky Cavalry, Company L, Lient, Jose ph T, Forman.

" Firet (iate Thirty-soventh) Brigade.

El.; Brig. Gen. Josypa W. SriL. -
2.) Col. NIcHOLAS GREUSEL.

36th Ilingis;
Col. Nicholas Glreunsel.
. Bilas Miller,
Capt. Porter C. Olson.
8uth Nllinois, Col. Francis T. Sherman.
2lst Mgggm, Lient. Col. William B, Mo-

eIy,
24th Wisconsin, Ms). Elisha C. Hibbard,

Beoond (late Thiriy-Afik) Brigads,

: -(1.; Col. FREDERICK BCHAEFER.
(2.) Lieut. Col. BERNARD LaIBoLDT.

44th Dlinois, Capt. Wallace W. Barrett.
73d Illinois, Maj, Willin,u A. Presson.
24 Missouri:
Lient. Col. Bernard Laiboldt.
Maj, Francis Ehrler,
16th Missouri, Lieut, O John ‘Weber.

Third Brigede.t

(%
24 Illinois:

(l.)) Col. Gmorax W. ROBERTS.
Col. LuthzEz P. BRADLEY.

Lient. Col. Francis Swanwick.
ohnsaon.

Capt. Samuel J
T H

Col. Fasilo A. Harrington.

Maj. William A. Sohmitt.
424 Ilinois, Lieut. Col. Nathan H. Walwortn,
51st Ilinot

Q18

Col. Luther P, Bradley.
Capt. Honry F. W

* The Fifth Indians wae attached to the Third Brigade, Battery A to the First Br.

ade, and Battery E to the S8eoond Bri
xf btpry nd Brigade,

o, Thirteenth Division.

Onar, XXXII]

THE STONES RIVER CAMPAIGN. 179

Artillery.”
Capt. HENRY HESCOCK.
lst Illinois, Battery Cé Capt. Charles Houghtaling.

4th Indiana Battery,

apt. Asahel K, Bus

st Missouri, Battery G, Capt. Henry Hescook,

CENTER.

Msj. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS.
PROVOST GUARD.
8th Michigan, Col. John G. Parkhurst.
FiBsr (LATE THIRD) DIVISION.
Maj. Gen. LovELr H. Rousszauv.

First {lats Ninik) Brigade. Third (late Twenty-eighth) Brigade,

Col. BexgamiN F, SCRIBRER.
38th Inglilans, Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Grif-

2d Ohio+
Lieat. Col. John Kell.
Maj. Anson . MoCook.
33d Ohio, Capt. Epbraim J. Ellia,
94th Ohio:
Col. Joseph W. Frizell.
Lieut. Col. 8tephen A. Bassford,
10th Wisoonsin, Col. R. Chapin.

Seoond (late Seventsenth) Brigade.
Col. JouxN BrarTy.
424 Inﬂl":na. Lieut. Col, James M, Shank-

88th Indiana:
Col. Georfe Humphrey.
Lieut. Col. Cyrus E, Briant,
15th Kentucky :
Col. James B, Forman.
Lieut. Col. Joseph R. Snider.
3d Ohio, Lient, Col. &-ris A, Lawson,

Col. JOBN C. BTAREWEATHER.

24th Illinois, Col. Geza Mihalotzy.
79th Pem.m{ivmia, Col. Henry A. Ham-

bright.
lst Wisconsin, Lient. Col. George B.
ingham.
2lat Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Harrison C.
Hobart.

Fourth Brigads.
Lient. Col, OLIVER L, SHEPERRD.

16th United States, 1st Battalion
Maj. John H. King.
Capt. Jesse Fulmer.

16th United States, lst Battalion, and
Cowmpany B, 24 Battalion:
Maj. Adam J. Slemmer.
Capt. R. E, A. Crofton.

18th United States, 1at Battalion, and Com-
panies A and D, 3d Battalion, Maj.
James N. Caldwell.

18th United States, 2d Battalion, and Com-
&aniea B, C, E, and F, 34 Baitalion,

aj, Frederick Townsend.

19th United States, lat Battalion:
Maj. Stephen D, Carpenter.
Capt. Jumes B. Mulligan.

Artillery.t

Capt. Cyrous O. LooMis.

Kentucky, Battery A, Capt. David C. Stene.
1st lﬁchlﬁan, Battery A, Liout. George W. Van Pelt.

th Unite

States, Battery H, Lient. Francis L. Guenther.

Caralry.

2d Kentucky (six compsanies), Maj. Thomas P, Nicholaa.

* Battery C was attachod to the Third Bri gade, Fourth Indiona to the First Brigade,

and Battery G to the Second Brigade.

tBattery A, Kentucky, was attachod to the Third Brigade; Battery A, First Mighi-
gan, to the Socond Brigade, und Battory H, Fiftli Unifed States, to the Fourth Bri-

e, .
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Retwen of casualiies in the Tnion forces, §o.~Continued. Beturn of onsualties in the Union foroes, §0.—Continned,
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brigade and the battery opened with grape and canister a most deadly
fire, which he returned as earnestly. The column reeled and fell back
in disorder, their colors struck down and barely rescued. Lieutenant
Ritchie, Company A, of Third Ohio Detachment, was here wounded
while encouraging his men. The number of killed and wounded left on
the field tells how severe was his loss. Many of his wounded reached
our lines during the day and night, all declaring that the 12 o’clock
charge was an expensive one for them, . .

The enemy again rallied his forces at 5 p. m., advancing a brigade
upon my left flank through a skirt of wood, attempting a surprise. My
pickets being fired upon by the enemy, who took advantage of a train
of ambulances Leing in the vicinity, firing upon ambulances and pickets
indiscriminately, I ordered this battalion to change frontand commence
firing. Lieutenant Stevens, of Stokes’ battery, opened fire upon him
simultaneously with grape and canister. Ournew line fortunately rested
upon the crest of the hill. Each volley by us thinned his ranks. He
advanced, perhaps 40 paces, discharging repeated volleys of musketry,
but his repulse was complete, and they fell back to the wood, 1,000 yards
in the rear, cursing their fate. Dozens of their wounded men, found
within our lines of skirmishers, all corroborated each other in stating
that a brigade was repnlsed in attempting to take our position. He
left 60 of his men upon the field. Lieutenant Smith, of Company B, in
charge of my skirmishers, with his company captured 1 major, 1 eap-
tain, and 30 men. I received a slight wound in my left leg, above the
ankie, not 50 severe a8 to require me to leave the field. My command
laid upon their arms during the night, holding the ground gained early
in the morning.

Lieutenant %‘roeliehz Twenty-second Illinois, at daybreak next morn-
ing, January 1, while in charge of the skirmishera of and in front of my
command, reported a large force of the enemy assembling near to the
left of the position to which he returned the previous evening. I rode
to the front and left flank of my line of battle. The fog being very
denese, the enemy could not be seen, but I could distinctly hear his com-
mands, and being satistied that he was advancing on my left, and there
being no support between my left and the Murfreesborough pike, I in-
formed you of my information and position. Receiving orders from
you, I immediately changed front, my left resting upon the Murfrees-
borerough pike. Captain Stokes moved his battery promptly upon my
right. The sun had just risen, but the fog had not yet cleared. Weo
took our position without aceident. The enemy advanced within 500
yards and opened fire, as he supposed, upon our flank. A few mo-
ments’ return fire convineed him that we were not unaware of his move-
ments, In half an hour he fell back behind his intrenchmenf, remain-
ing there during the day.

No demonstration was made upon our front during the day. At 10
p. m. Colonel Buell relieved my command, and I moved, by your orders,
1 mile to the left and rear, having held the one position upon the front
thirty-six hours without relief,

At sunrise, January 2, the enemy charged apon our left center, cap-
turing a section of a battery one-half rj‘:‘]g%e in our immediate front, and
were forcing owr position. I moved my command, as ordered by you,
to the left and front, my right resting on the Third Battalion of this
brigade, and my left upon an open field near the river; remained an
hour iu line of battle ; was then ordered to take a position at the bend
of the river, 40 rods farther down; remained in position until 8 p. m,
when, by your orders, I moved forward in good order to the supp'ortoi‘
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Stokes’ batiery in the charge upon the hill, above the bend of the river,
recently held by our left wing.

Lieut. E. 8. Dodd, acting lieutenant-colonel, was wounded in the leg
with a 6-pounder ball while the battalion was taking its position. By
your order, I moved forward in double-quick, forded the river, and
charged up the hill ; formed line of battle over the crest of the hill, my
left wing ocoupying an oak ridge, as indicated by you. I remained in
position an hour, until the several regiments that had done such gallant
service rallied and formed in line of battle again.

By your order I changed position, my right resting upon the river,
my left oocupying a front of woods, and supported by Stokes’ battery,
Remained in position until 12 p. m., wheo I was ordered to move across
the river.

January 8, by your order, this battalion commeneced building & mili-
tary bridge at the lower bend of Stone’s River, which, I have the honor
to inferm you, is now completed and in use.

It is with piea.aure that I mention with the highest regard and praise
the officers and men of this battalion, who all did their duty so promptly
and nobly during the past terrible week. To Lieut, George Turner,
adjutant, I am under many obligations for repeated and timely assist-
ance.

Annexed is a list of the killed and wounded of this battalion.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfally, your obedient servant,
LYMAN BRIDGES,

Oaptain, Commanding.
Oapt. JAMES 8T. OLAIR MORTON,
Ohisf Bngineer, Fourteenth Army Oorps, Oomdy. Fioneer Brig.

No. 12,
Report of Gapt, Oalvin Hood, commanding Second Batialion,

HpQrs. RIGET BATTALION, PIONEER BrIigADE,
Camp in the Field, January 5, 1863,

S1®: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken in the late battle by my battalion :

On the morning of December 31 we were ordered to improve & ford
of Btone’s River near camp. Soon after commencing work, we were fired
upon by the enemy’s cavalry, and retired, as we were ordered not to
remnain under fire.

At 9 a. m. we marched, and formed line of battle with the brigade
between the railroad and pike, near the cedar woods. In front of ua
was hard fighting, when the enemy finally gave way, and our troops ad-
vanced to the fleld beyond the cedars. We moved forward in line with
the brigade, my battalion on the right, and took position about midway
of the woods, and about 100 rods from the field. The troops in front of
us there gave way, and regiment after regiment came through our lines
entirely broken up. We here received orders from Captain Morton to
fix bayonets and allow no stragglers to pass our lines, and to hold fire
and give the enemy the cold steel. The retreating troops passed on oar
right, except the Seventy-ninth Indiana, whose commander rallied them
on my right and rear. The Eleventh and Fourteenth Texas came on at

* Embodied in revised statement p. 24,
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& charge, and tried to flauk our right, when my battalion changed
positions by the right flank and fronted toward them. General Van
Cleve here rode up from my right, and asked what troops we were, and
said we must fall back. I here learned that a small part of his com-
mand was on my right and near the pike. I replied that I was ordered
to hold this position at all hazards. I then ordered my men to lie down
and wait until the enemy were well upon us. They then rose, gave them
a volley, and charged with the Seventy-ninth Indiana, and drove them
from the woods,

Our loss here was 4 killed, including my orderly, Bennett Smith,
Eleventh Michigan, who was.shot from his horse beside me, and several
wounded. Lieutenant Sherman, Twenty-fifth Illinois, was wounded in
the arm, slightly, but did not leave the field. We remained under arms
all night, with one company under Lieatensnt Sand Thirty-sixth I
nois, as advance picket, and brought from the ﬁel% in front some 25
wounded men of our own and the enemy’s,

Early in the morning of January 1, we changed position with the bri-
gade to the front and center of our lines and on” the brow of the hill,
Here we remained all day under fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, with
continnal fighting with their skirmishers, onr skirmishers being under
command of Lientenant Sands, ' Late in the evening we were relieved
by the Thirty-third Ohio, and retired beyond the brow of the hill and
bivouacked. I then gave the immediate command to Lientenant Hart-
sough, Forty-ninth Ohio, acting leutenant-colonel, as I had become so
hoarse that I could not speak aloud. Early in the morning of the 24,
while a part of my command were at fatigue dnty, the enemy com-
menced firing solid shot from the center at the battery in front of us and
on the hill, but, shooting too high, their shot struck in front of as and
ricochetted, and made bad work withus. Our men formed and marched
forward to the support of the Chicago Board of Trade Battery, with
shot falling among them thick and fast, and, as near as can be ascer-
tained, 3 were killed and several wounded. Lieutenant Hartsongh
here had his horse shot under him, and the command fell upon Lieu-
tenant Moore, Sixth Indiana, acting major, who commanded them gal-
lantly., Firing soon ceased, and we remained upon the ground until
late in the afternoon, when, as the enemy charged across the river ©pon
General Negley’s -division, we were ordered to his suppert, and my
command charged across the river under Lieutenant Moore. My com-
mand was_ordered back, and, under the direction of General Thomas,
wct)_‘li-ked all nighf, in the rain on the rifle-pits in front, and withous
rations.

With few exeeptions, officers and men behaved gallantly, and on the
318t behaved like veterans; and, taking into consideration that they are
formed of detachments from forty different regiments, and have never
drilled together in either company or battalion drills, moved in the face
of the enemy splendidly.

I would especially mention Lientenant Moore, Sixth Indiana, acting
major; Lieutenant Baker, Thirty-ninth Indiana, acting adjutant, and
Lieutenant, Sands, Thirty-sixth Iilinois, who rendered me valuable as-
sistance thronghont.

Your obedient servant,
CALVIN HOOD,
Captain, Commanding Right Baitalion.
Oapt. JAMES B2, CLAR MoETON, '
Commanding Pioneer Brigade,

Owar. XXXII) THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 249
No. 13.

Report of Oapt. Robert Olements, commanding Third Battalion.

Hpgrs. OENTER BATTALION, PIONEER BRIGADE,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

8IR: On the morning of December 30, 1862, my battalion was ordered
by Capt. J. 8t. 0. Morton to report to General Rosecrans. By 4 a. m.
I reported my command to the front ready for duty, when I received
orders from the commanding general to report to General Thomas, who
ordered me to cut and clear several roads throngh the thick woods on
the right of the pike and in front. We worked all day ander the fire
of the enemy’s guns, and by 5 p. m. cleared several roads for the pas-
sage of artillery and infantry. At 6 p. m. I was relieved, and reported
my battalion in camp some three-fourths of a mile to the rear, on the
left of the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike. )

. December 31, 1862, Company F, under charge of Acting Lieutenant-
Colonel Lingeman, reported to General N egloy to finish the previous
day’s work. Acting Major Stewart, with Companies A, D, I, and E,
waa ordered to the front of General Crittenden’s cOrps, to cut the east
bank, a portion of it on Stone’s River, passable for troops. Reaching
the river, they found it in possession of the rebels, Leaving a reserve
of two companies on this side, in charge of Oapt. A. K. Bobinson, Major
Stewart crossed with the balance of his men, and drove the enemy from
the ground, and commenced work, At 8a. m. heavy firing was heard
on our right and in front of General Negley’s_ division. Immediately
the left wing of our battalion was ordered to forin line, and soon we were
on the march toward the direction of the firing, that was becoming more
terrific as we advanced. In the mean time Major Stewart was relieved
by a portion of the Eleventh Brigade, General Van Cleve’s division, and,
with the exception of Company F, our battalion moved forward under
& fire from the enemy’s eannon, and supported Oapiain Stokes’ Chicago
battery, that opened, from the top of a slight elevation on the left of
the pike, a terrific shower of grape into the enemy’s ranks, who were
at that moment driving our front line from the woods, on the right of
the road, by heavy volleys of musketry. Soon the enemy were foreed
back, our troops advanecing with the battery into an open field some 300
yard

8,

By tlis time the rebels had renewed their fire, and were driving our
advanced line, that had moved forward into a thick wood, panie-stricken,
back npon my men, who were ordered by Captain Morton to fix bayo-
nets and charge upon the first man attempting to pass the line. The
order was promptly enforeed, and soon handreds of confused stragglers
were formed into line on our right, and, with the shower of shell and

ape from our battery, sncceeded in driving the enemy from the field,
i‘)r uring the day my battalion was kept on the front, and at night threw
forward Company H, as advanced pickets and skirmishers, some 400
yarda,

The night being very cold, and no fires allowed, the men suffered much
from the want of blankets, as well as from the scaxcity of rations, many
of them having had nothing to eat since the previous night.

At 6 a. m., January 1, T was ordered to change my line and sepport
our battery, expecting an attack from fhe southeast, as it could be seen
the enemy were advancing from the wood in that direction. My line
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH ARMY ( ORPS,
Murfreeshorough, Tenn., May 16, 1963.

CoLONEL : My attention having been called by Major-General Rous.
seau to the fact that Col. B, F. Scribner’s brigade had not been men
tioned by the major-general commanding the department, for the parc
it took in the battle of Stone’s River, I cheerfully submit the following
statement, premising that ju my official report of the battle of Stoue's
River it was my earnest endeaver to do equal justice {0 the commands
of Colonels Beatty, Scribner, and Lieutenant-Colonet Shepherd, as well
a8 to all the other troops under my command, and thought the best way
of so doing, withont extending my report to too great a length, was to
give a succinet narrative of the events of the battle, and then refer to
the reports of the subordinate commanders for more detailed informa-
tion.. This I did, with the more confidence in the justice of that course,
from the fact that, after a careful reading of the different reports, I per-
ceived no diserepancy in the accounts given in these reports of the events
of the battle in which different portions of my command acted together.
In my official report is the following :

As it beoame necessary for General Bheridan to fall back, the enemy pressed on still
farther to our rear, and soon took up a position which gave them a concentrated cross-
fire of muskeet:-ly and cannon on Generals Negley’s and ﬁousseau’s troops at shorg ra.nge.
This compolled me to fall back through the cedar woods and take up a line along a de-
prassion in the open gronnd, within good musket-range of the edge of the woods, while
the artillery was retired to the high ground on the right of the turn[f)ike. From this
last position we were enabled to drive back the enemy, cover the formation of our
troope, and secore the center on the high ground, In the exeoution of this last move-
ment, the regular brigade, nuder Lientenant-Colonol Shepherd, Eighteenth U. 8. In-
fantry, came nnder a moat murderons fire, losing 22 officers and 508 men in killed and
wonnded, but, with the co-operation of Seribner’s and Beatty's brigades and Guen-
ther’s and Loomis’ batteries, gallantly held its ground againgt overwhelming odds—
thus connecting these three gallant brigades together in the honorable
and distinganished work of covering the formation of the troopa on the
elevated ground in their rear, when the enemy was straining every nerve
to gain possession of the sanre point.

I now quote Colonel Scribner’s report of the part taken by his brigade
at this period of the battle : * .

* 2 * * » * "

Colonel Seribner’s brigade was at this time to the right of the regu-
lar brigade, #nd advanced into the cedars. :

It gives me wuch pleasure to be able to testify, further, that the effi-
ciency of this brigade, so long commanded by Colonel Scribner, is second
to none in this army.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding.

Lieat. Col. C. GopDARD, _

Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdgrs. Dept. of the Cumberland,

[Indorsement.)

HpQes. DEPT. CUMBERLAND, May 18, 1863,

I forward with pleasure (teneral Thomas’ special notice of the part
taken by Colonel Scribner in the battle of Stone’s River. It supplies
an omission in the report of General Rousseau, which was the reason
why & notice of it did not appear in my report.

W. 8. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.

* 8ee report No, 65, paragraphs 4-7, both inclusive.
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH ARMY Corps,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,

Murfreesborough, February 9,1863.
Col. C. GODDARD, Chief of Staff:

The last semi-weekly return of effective force before the battle of
Stone’s River, dated December 24, shows as follows, to wit:

Rousseau's division ....o..coueinmieienniio oL 303 45,883 =6, 186
Negley’s division. .. ... ..., ...l 212 45,284 =5, 496
11, 682

General Negley’s report of the actaal force engaged shows u defi-
ciency of 664. This deficiency is in cavalry, which had beeun assigned
to General Stanley between the 24th and ‘3lst of December. 1 shall
certainly hold my officers responsible for all reports differing from the
above. The supposition was that the whole effective force was engaged.
Pleage send me the reports showing the discrepancy.

Very respectfully,
GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding.

No. 3.

Report of Maj. Gen, Lovell H. %agau, U. 8. Army, commanding First
tsion,

NASHVILLE, TENN., January 11, 1863,

B : [ have the honor to report the part taken by my command, the
Third Division of the army, in the battle of Murfreesborough, begun on
the 318t nltimo and ended on the 34 instant,

Early on the morning of the 30th ultime, in obedience to the order of
General Thomas, my division moved forward toward Marfreesborough
from Stewartsborough, on the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike,
about 9 miles from the latter place. On the niarch forward, several dis-
patches from General Rosecrans reached me, asking exactly where my
command was and the hour and minute of the day. In consequence,
we moved rapidly forward, halting but once, and that for ouly five
minutes. About 10.30 a. m. we reached a point 3 miles from Murfrees-
borough, where Generals Rosecrans and Thomas were, on the Nashville
and Muarfreesborough turnpike, and remained during the day and biv-
onacked at night.

At about 9 a. m, on the 31st, the report of artillery and heavy firing
of small-arms on our right announced that the battle had begun, by an
attack on the right wing, commanded by Major-General McCook. Tt
waas not long before the direction from which the firing came indicated
that General McCook’s command had given way and was yielding
ground to the enemy. His forces seemed to swing around toward our
right and rear. At this time General Thomas ordered me to advance
my division quickly to the front, to the assistance of General MeCook.

On reaching the right of General Negley’s line of battle, General
Thomas there directed me to let my left reat on his right, and deploy
wy division off toward the right as faras I eould, so as to resist the
preasure on General McCook. We cousulted and agreed as to where
the line should be formed. This was in a dense cedar brake, through
whiak my troops marched in double-guick time, to get into position
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before the enemy reached us. He was then but a few hundred yards to
the front, sweeping up in immense numbers, driving everything before
him. This ground was new aud unknown to us all. The woods were
almost impassable to infantry, and artillery was perfectly useless, but
the line was promptly formed ; the Seventeenth Brigade, Col. John Beatty
commsanding, on the left; the brigade of regmlars, Licut. Col. O. L.
Shepherd commanding, on the right; the Ninth Brigade, Col. B. F.
Scribner commanding, was placed perhaps 100 yards in rear and op-
posite the ceuter of the front line, so as to support either or both of
the brigades in front, as oceasion might require, My recollection is that,
perhaps, the Second Ohio and Thirty-third Ohio Regiments filled a gap
between General Negley’s right and the Seventeenth Brigade, occa-
sioned by the effort to extend our lines far enough to the right to afford
the desired aid to General McCook.

The Twenty-eighth Brigade, Col. John O, Starkweather commanding,
and Btone’s battery of First Kentucky Artillery were at Jefferson Cross-
ing, on Stone’s River, abont 8 miles below.

Our lines were hardly formed before a dropping fire of the enemy
anoounced his approach. General MeCook’s troops, in a good deal of
coufasion, retired through our lines aud around our right under a most
terrific fire. The enemy, iu pursuit, furiously assailed onr front, and,
greatly outflanking us, passed around to our right and rear. By Gen.
eral Thomas’ direction, I had already ordered the artillery (Loomis’ and
Guenther’s batteries) to the open field in the rear. Seeing that my com-
mand was outflanked on the right, I sent orders to the brigade com-
mauvders to retire at once also to this feld, and, riding back myself, 1
posted the batteries on a ridge in the open ground, parallel with onr
line of battle, and a8 my men emerged from the woods they were ordered
to take position on the right and left, and in support of these batteries,
which was promptly done. We had, perhaps, 400 or 500 yards of open
ground in our front. While the batteries were unlimbering, seeing
General Van Oleve close by, I rode up and asked him if he world move
his command to the right and aid in checking up the enemy, by forming
on my right, snd thus giving us a more extended line in that direction
in the new position taken. the promptest manner possible his com-
mand was put in motjon, and in double-quick time reached the desired
point in good season. As the enomy emerged from the woods in great
force, shouting and cheering, the batteries of Guenther and Loomis,
double-shotted with canister, opened upon them. They moved straight
ahead for & while, but were finally driven back with immense loss.

In alittle while they rallied again, and, as it seemed, with fresh troops,
and assailed our position, and were again, after a flerce struggle, driven
back. Four deliberate and fiercely sustatned assanlts were made upon
our position and repulsed.

During the last assault I was informed that our troops were advane-
ing on the right, and saw troops, not of my division, led by General Rose
orans, moving in that direction. = I informed General Thomas of the fact,
and asked leave to advance my lines. He directed me to do so. We
made a charge npon the enemy and drove him into the woods, my staff
and orderlies capturing some 17 prisoners, including a captain and lien-
tenant, who were within 130 yards of the batteries. This ended the
fighting of that day, the enemy in immense force hovering in the woods
during the night, while we slept upon our arms on the field of battle.
'We oocapied this position duxing the three following days and nights
of the fight. Under General Thomas’ direction, I had it intrenched by
rifle-pits, and believe the enemy could not have taken it at all
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During the day the Twenty-cighth Brigade, Colonel Starkweather,
was attacked by General Wheeler’s cavalry in force, and some of the
wagons of his train were burned before they reached him, having started
that morning from Stewartsborough to join him. The enemy were finally
repulsed and driven off with loss. Starkweather's loss was small, a8 wiil
be seen by his report of the action, In this affair the whole brigade be-
haved handsomely. The burden of the fight fell upon the Twenty-first
Wisconsin, Lientenant-Colonel Hobart commanding. This regiment,
led by its efficient commander, behaved like veterans.

From the evening of the 31at until the ensuing Saturday night no
general battle occarred in front of my division, though firing of artillery
and small-arms was kept up during the day, and much of the time, of
smull-arms, during the night. 'The rain on the night of the 31st, which
continued, at intervals, until the Saturday night following, rendered the
ground occupied by my command exceedingly sloppy and muddy, and
during moch of the time my men had neither shelter, food, nor fire, I
procured corn, which they parched and ate, and some of them ate horse-
steaks, cut and broiled, from horses upon the battle-field, Day and
night, in the cold, wet, and mud, my men suffered severely, but doring
the whole time I did not hear one single man murmur at hardships, bat
all were cheerful and ever ready to stand by their arms and fight. Such
endurance I never saw before. In this severe trial of their patience and
their strength they were much encouraged by the constant presence and
solicitous anxiety of General Thomas for their welfare,

On the evening of Saturday, 3d instant, I asked permission of General
Thomas to drive the enemy from the wood on our left front, to which
be gave his consent. Just before night T directed the batteries of
Guenther and Loomis to shell the woods with six roands per gun, fired
a8 rapidly as possible. This was very handsomely done, and ended
just at dusk, when the Third Ohio Regiment, Lient. Col. 0. A. Law-
son, and the Eighty-eighth Indiana, Col. éeorge Homphrey, both
under command of the brigade commander, Col. John Beatty, moved
promptly up the woods. When near the woods they received a heavy
fire from the enemy, but returned it vigorously, and gallantly pressed
forward. On reaching the woods u fresh body of the enemy, attracted by
the fire, moved up on their left to sapport them. Onp that body of the
enemy Loomis’ battery opened with shell. The fusilade was very rapid,
and continned for, perbaps, thiee-quarters of an hour, when Beatty’s
command drove the enemy at the point of the bayonet and held the
woods. It turned out that the enemy was posted behind astone breast-
work in the woods, and, when ounsted, about 30 men were taken prisoners
behind the works, This ended the battle of Murfreesborough.

On the morning of the 31st, six companies of the Second Kentucky
Oarvalry, Maj. Thomas P, Nicholas commsanding, were ordered down to
watch and defend the fords on Stone’s River, to our left and rear. The
cavalry of the enemy several times, in force, attempted to cross these
fords, but Nicholas very gallantly repulsed them, with loss, and they
did not cross the river. I should have mentioned that on Friday even-
ing, late, I was directed by General Thomas to place a regiment in the
woods on onr left front as an outpost, and with a view to hold these
woods, as they were near our lines, and the enemy could greatly annoy
us if allowed to hold them. OQur skirmishers were then Jjust leaving the
woods. I ordered the Forty-second Indiana, Lientenant-Colonel Shank.
lin eommanding, to take that position, which he did; but early next
morning the ememy, in large foree, sttacked Colonel Shanklin, first
fariously shelling the woods, and drove the regiment back to our lines,
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taking Shanklin prigsoner. It was this woods that was retaken on Satar
day night, as before described.

The troops of my division hehaved admirably. 1 could not wish them
to behave more gallantly, The Ninth and Seventeenth Brigades, under
the lead of their gallant commanders, Scribner and Beatty, were, as well
as the Twenty-eighth Brigade, Colonel Starkweather, veterans. They
were with me at Chaplin Hills, and could not act badly. The Twenty-
eighth Brigade held a position in our front after the first day’s tighting,
and did it bravely, doing all that was required of them, like true soldiers.
The brigade of United States infantry, Lieut. Col, O, L. Shepherd com-
manding, was on theextremeright. On that body of brave men the shock
of battle fell heaviest, and its losé was most severe. Over one third of
the coramand fell, killed or wounded ; but it stood up to the work and
Lravely breasted the storm, and, though Major King, commanding the
Fifteenth, and Major Slemmer (% Old Pickens”), commanding the Six.
teenth, feil, severely wounded, and Major Carpenter, commanding the
Nineteenth, fell dead in the last charge, together with many other brave
officers and men, the brigade did not falter for a moment. These three
battalions were 2 part of my old (Fourth) brigade at the battle of Shiloh.

The Eighteenth Infantry, Majors Townsend and Caldwell command-
ing, were new troops to me, but I am now prond to say we know each
other.

If T eonld, I would promote every officer and several non-commissioned
officers and privates of this brigade of regulars,for gallautry and good
service in this terrific battle. I make no distinction between these troops
and my brave volunteer regiments, for, in my judgment, there never
were better troops than those regiments, in the world. But the troops
of the line are soldiers by professiom, and, with a view to the fature, I
feel it my duty to say what I have of them. The brigade was admirably
and gallantly bandled by Lieutenant-Oolonel S8hepherd.

I lost some of the best and bravest officers I had. Lieatenaut-Colo-
nel Kell, commanding the Second Ohio, was killed. After he fell his
regiment was efficiently handled by Maj. Anson G. McCook, who ought
to be made colonel of that regiment, for gallantry on the ficld.

Colonel Forman, my brave boy colonel, of the Fifteenth Kentucky,
also fell; Major Carpenter, of the Nineteenth Infantry, fell in the last
charge. His loss is irreparable. Mauny other gallans officers were lost,
whose names will appear in the list of casualties. ,

Of the batteries of Guenther and Loomis I eannot say too much.
Loomis was chief of artillery for the Third Division, and I am much in-
debted to him. His battery was commanded by Lieutenant Van Pelt.
Guenther is but a lieutenant. Both-of these men deserve to be promoted,
and ought to be at once. Without them we conld not have held onr
position in the center.

I fell in with many gallant regiments and officers on the field not of my
command. I wish I could name all of them here. While falling back
to the line in the open field, 1 saw Col. Oharles Anderson gallaptly and
coolly rallying his men. Colonel Grider, of Kentucky, and hia regiment
officiently aided in repulsing the enemy, The Eighteenth Ohio, I think
it was, thongh I do not know any of its oficers, faced about and charged
the enemy in my presence, and I went along with it. The Eleventh
Michigan and its gallant little colonel (I do not know his name certainly,
but believe it is Stoddart) [Stoughton] behaved well, and the Bixth

Ohio Infantry, CoL Nick Anderson, joined my command on the right of ‘4
the regular Lrigade, and stood manfully ap to the work, [ fell in with X
the Louisville Legion in retreat, Lieutenant-Colonel Berry commanding. 4
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This regiment, though retreating before an overwhelming force, was
dragging by hand a section of artillery which it had been ordered to
support. A part of General McCook’s wing of the army (it had fallen
back with the rest, but through the woods and fields with great diffi-
culty) bravely brought off the cannon it could no longer defend on the
field. When I met it, it faced about and formed line of battle, with
cheers and shouts.

To Lieutenants McDowell, my assistant adjntant- general, Armstrong,
Second Kentucky Cavalry, and Millard, Nineteenth T. S. Infantry, in-
spector-general; Captain Taylor, Fifteenth Kentucky Infantry, and
Lieut. Alf. Pirtle, ordnance officer, my regular aides, and to Capt. Jobhn
D. Wickliffe and Lient. W. G. Jenkins, both of the Second Kentucky
ga:rialry. aides for that battle, I am much indebted for services on the

eld.

The wounded were kindly and tenderly cared for by the Third Divis-
ion medical director, Surgeon Muscroft, and the other sargeons of the
command. Captain Paul, my division commissary, rendered valuabla
services during the whole time of the battle. The musicians of the divis-
ion carried the wounded from the field, faithfully and fearlessly,

Lieutenant McDowell was wounded. My orderlies, Damas, Emery,
and the rest, went through the whole fight, behaving well ; Emery was
wounded. Lieutenant Carpenter, of the First Qhio Infantry, one of my
aides, was so badly injured by the fall of his horse that I would not per-
mnit him to go on the field. Lieutenant Hartman, of the Seventy-ninth
Pennsylvania Infantry, a member of my staff, was ill with fever and
unable to leave his bed. . _

It should be mentioned that the Eighty-eighth Indiana, Colonel Hum.-
phrey commanding, being placed af one of the fords on Stone’s River
where our forces were temporarily driven back, very opportanely ral]ie«i
the stragglers and promptly crossed the river and drove the enemy back.
In this he was aided by the stragglers, who rallied and fought well,
The colonel was wounded by a bayonet tjlrust in the hand in the attack
of Batarday night on the enemy In the wood in our front.

Iinclose herewith the reports of brigade commanders, which will show
the list of casualties.

I have the honor to be, &o.,
LOVELL H. BOUS@EA.U,

Major-General,
Maj. GroraE E. FLYNT,
Ohief of Staff (Center), Fourteenth Army Corps,
Department of the Oumberland.

No. 64,
Report of Liewt. Francis L. Guenther, Battery H, Fifth U. 8. Artillery.

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY H, FIFTH ARTILLERY,
January 10, 1863.

BIE: I have the honor to make the following report of the operations
of the battery under my command in the recent engagements near Mur-
freesborough, Tenn. :

The battery arrived near the battle-field with the brigade of regulars,
of which it forms a part, on the morning of December 30, 1862. On the
morning of December 31 it was moved forward with the brigade, and,
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moved on the pike toward Murfreesborough about one half mile. We
then moved toward the wood on the right, and soon engaged the enemy.
After rome hot work they gradunally relired, followed up by our brigado.
About this time the Second Obio and Thirty-third Ohio were detached,
and wmy regiment, with the Thirty-eighth Indiana and Ninety-fourth
Ohio, continted to advance under a pretty hot skirmish fire.  After hav-
ing advanced some distance, we were attacked by a strong force, which
we held for some time, until we began to receive a flank fire from the
right. Orders were received to retire behind the line of the Seventeenth
Brigade, which we did ; and as I was about to get my regiment into line
I saw that the Seventeenth. Brigade was also retiring. 1 moved to the
rear with them, and formed my line on their right and the left of Loomis’
hattery. "There I remained until retired by your order, about daylight
the next morning.

On the morning of January 1, at abont 7 o’clock, we were again movedl
rapidly forward on the pike to near our old Position, where we remuined
all through the battle, but did not have any general engagement with
the enemy after December 31.

1 went into the battle with 11 officers and 250 men. My loss is 3 killed,
1 officer slightly wounded, 15 enlisted men wounded, and 6 missing,

My loss would probably have been larger, but the nature of the ground
where we were engaged in the woods was such that the wen had seme
protection.

Very reapectfully, your obedient servant,
A. R, CHAPIN,
Oolonel Tenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry.

AUTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT. GENERAL,
Ninth Brigade.

No. 70.

Report of Col, John Beatty, Thgd Ohio Infantry, commanding Second
rigade.

HEADQUARTERE SECOND BRI1GADE, FIRST Drvision,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

B1: In the recent engagernent before Marf, reeshorongh the casualtios

in my brigade were as follows: *

Colonel Forman, Fifteenth Kentucky, was killed in the cedar woods
on the morning of the 31st ultimo. He was a brave man and an excel-
lent officer. Captain Bayne, of same regiment, foll at the same time,
while urging his men forward.

Lientenant. Colonel Shanklin, Forty.second Indiana Volanteer In-
fantry, was surrounded by a superior force on the morning of January
3, and taken by the enemy. Col. George Humplrey, Eighty-eighth In-
disra, was wounded on the night of January 3, in expelling the enemy
from the woods in our front. He behaved gallantly throughout the
fight. Capt. L. 8. Bell, Third Ohio Infantry, wounded at the same time,
conducted himself with great courage.

Lieatenant. Colonels Lawson, Tuird Ohio, and Briant, Eighty-eighth
Indiana; Capt. J. H. Bryant, Forty-second Indiana; Lieutenants Du-
Barry aud Wildman, Eighty-eighth Indiana; J. B. MeRoberts, Third

* Embodied iu revised statement, p. 210,
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Ohio; Horrall and Orr, Forty-second Indiana; Mr. James K. Patter.
som, f}vansville, and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. James 8. Wilson, deserve
especial praise. Capt. C. 0. Loomis and Lieutenants Van Pelt and Hale,
of the First Michigan Battery, rendered most important service through-
out the entire battle. No men could bave conducted themselves with
more courage and ability. There are other officers and men whoshonld
be mentioned favorably, but the reports of regimental commanders have
failed to reach me, and itis impossible, therefore, to give them the credit
they deserve,

My brigade had three separate encounters with the enemy on the first
day. On the second and third days it was in front aportion of the time,

Skirmishing on the night of January 3, two r:giments, led by myself,
drove the enemy from their breastworks iu the ge of the woods in our
front.

I trust the conduct of the brigade throughout may be satisfactory.

I am, captain, very respectfully,
JOHN BEATTY,
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade,
Capt. M. O. TavLoR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division.

No. T1.

Reports of Qol. Jokn C. Starkweather, First Wisconsin Infaniry,-oom-
4 mamding Third ’Bnga.de ’
HEADQUARTEES TWENTY-EIGHTH BrRIGADE,
Oamp at Jefferson, near Stone's River, Tenn., Doceniber 31, 1862,

BIR: 1 have the honor to report tlist on the 30th* instant the train of
the Twenty-eighth Brigade, consisting of 64.wagons, loaded with camp
equipage, stores, officers’ baggage, knapsacks, &c., was sent from Stew.
artsboreugh at 8.30 a, m. for this point, unprotected, save by the con-
valescents and a small guard left to the rear for protection, 10 wagona
loaded with rations. The head of the train had Jost arrived in camp,
and while in process of being parked, the rear and center of the same
was sttacked by a portion of General Wheeler's cavalry brigade; while
the remainder of his brigade, he being in command, a8 also a part of a
brigade under command of Colonel Allen, advanced on both sides of the
highway for the purpose of attacking the brigade force and destroying
the whole train. The ontposts and pickets, however, being on the alert,
met the enemy at the front and held them in check until the brigade
was formed and ready for battle,

I immediately ordered the train at double-quick to be parked; sent
the Twenty-first Wisconsin, under Colonel Hobart, to the front and rear
of train; ordered the First Wisconsin, Colonel Bingham, to deploy right
and left from the center ag skirmishers, and to press forward; moved
one regiment, the Twenty-fourth Illinois, under Colonel Mihaiotzy, to
the bridge crossing the river, together with one section of artillery, and
then advanced to the front with the Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania, Colo-
gel Hambright, and two sections of artillery, First Kentucky, Oaptain

tone.

My advance, the Twenty-first Wisconsin, was soon hotly en,
and, being pressed severely by the enemy in front and on the left, they

*8ee Wheelars report, No, 301; Man!din's repors, No. 302,
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sfter a short halt, proceeded through a dense grove of cedars to take a
position. Finding it impossible to operate with the battery in so dense
a wood, I reported to General Roussean, who, after seeing the impossi-
bility of taking up & proper position, ordered the battery into action in
the open field, which it had previounaly left. The battery was formed
in time to check the advance of the enemy from the cedars, and was
then moved to a position on a rise of ground on the opposite side of the
pike. A heavy column of the enemy advanced from the cedars, but was
finally driven back in disorder by the fire of canister from the battery.

On the afterncon of the 31st the enemy again moved forward in
heavy force from a position to our left and front, but were unable to
slvance under the fire of the different batteries which was concentrated
wpon them. Though the battery changed positions several times, in
order to follow up the movements of the troops, its main position was
on the rise of ground already spoken of, and on which it camped at
night.

%n the morning of January 1, 1863, the battery was moved some dis-
tance to the rear, and after several changes of position was ordered back
with the brigade of regulars toward a point on the Murfreesborough
pike beyond Stewart’s Creek. After proceeding some miles, the order
being countermanded, the brigade and battery returned, and about
nightfall camped in the woods near the old position.

On the morning of January 2, the battery moved forward and took
position, remaining in position during the day, and camping on the
same gronnd at night. On the 3d, the brigade and battery were moved
forward and occupied rifle-pits and epanlements which had been con-
structed for them. At dugk the battery opened fire with shell and apher-
ical-case shot on the enemy concealed in the woods, in buildings, and
bebind breastworks, &c., and the attack being followed up by the in-
fantry, the enemy were d’riven from the position and the grounds occu-
pied by onr troops, who were subsequently withdrawn. ' The battery
remained in position during the following day, and on the morning of
January 5 took up the lire of march toward Murfreesborough, encamp-
ing some distance beyond the town in the evening.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd, Eighteenth Infantry commanding
brigade, and to Majors Oarpenter, Nineteonth Infantry ; ing, Fifteenth
Infantry ; Oaldwell and Townsend, Eighteenth Infantry, and Slemner,
Bixteenth Infantry, commanding batcalions, and to their officers and
men, 1 aw indebted for the gallant sapport afforded me during the series
of engagements. My officers, Second Lieuts. Israel Ludlow and J. A.
Fessenden, deserve honorable mention for their display of coolness, gal-
lantry, and judgment. o

Sergeants Egan, Reed, Metcalf, Brode, Bickel, Ervin, and Manbeck
behaved with conspicuouns courage, and to the other non-commissioned
officers and privates of the battery, without exception, ¥ am indebted
for faitliful services.

I have the honor to append the following list of casualties in my com.
mand: Wounded ; Corpl. Charles Allitzon and Privates Thomas Burns,
James ¥. Mohr, Michael McGrath, and Benjamin F. Burgess; total
wounded, 5; total of horses killed, 10; total of horses wounded, 5;
roands of ammuanition expended, 558,

Very respecifully, your obedient servant,
F. 1. GUENTHEE,
First Ldoutenant, Commanding Battory H, Fifth Artillery.

Pirst Lieut. ROBERT SUTHERLAND,

Bighteonth Infantry, A. A. A. G., Brigads of Regulars,
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Ro. 65.

Report of Col. Benjamin F. Seribner, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry,
commanding First Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FIRET BrraaspE, FIRsT D1visioN, CENTER,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part borne by
my command in the engagements before Morfreesborough on Decem-
ber 31 and three succeeding days:

At daylight we left our bivouac, and moved about 1 mile o the front,
and formed the second line of your division, two regiments extending
into the cedar thicket on the right, and the left extending to the Muc.
freesborough and Nashville pike. My line was disposed from right to
left, in the following order: The Tenth Wisconsin Volaunteers, Col. A,
B. Ohapin; Ninety-fourth Ohio, Ool. J. W Frizell; Thirty-eighth In.
diana, Lieat, Ool. D, F. Griffin ; Thirty-third Ohio Capt. B, J. Ellis, and
Second Ohio, Lieut. OoL John Kell. Maving just Anished loading arms,
Ireceived your orders to proceed, in double-quick time, to the assistance
of the right wing, and to follow the Seventeenth Brigade, on the pioneer
road, into the woods. When the Seveuteenth Brigade halted in the
woods, I was ordered by General Thomas to move to the right, and
soon after formed my line of baitle near the Wilkinson pike, when we
were opened apon by the enemy’s battery.

When near this position, the Thirty-third and Second Ohio were, by
your order, detached and moved back near to the position we first oceu-
pied, to support our batteries stationed there, and nobly did they defond
them; for soon after the enemy flercely charged them, and wers hand-
somely repulsed, the Second Ohio capturing the eolors of the Thirtieth
Arkansas—a victory dearly bought by the loss of the gallant Lieuten-
ant-Oolonel Kell, commanding.

From near the Wilkinson pike I was ordered to move back in great
haste to near our position on the Nashville pike, which order was faith-
fully obeyed. My right had just emerged from the woods, when the
énemy, who had just been repulsed in their efforts to take tho batteries
before mentioned, were seen retreating in disorder in a northwesterly
direction through a narrow neck of woods, and were opened upon by the
Ninety-fourth Ohio and the two right companies of the Thirty-eighth
Indiana., I then threw my skirmisbers forward, and advanced about
600 yards Into the woods, where my lines beeame masked by General
Negley’s division, which was falling back ander a heavy fire from the
enemy, who appeared to be advancing from a point south of the direc-
tion taken by their retreating column, I opened my kine to permit that
portion of General Negley’s command who had expended their ammu-
nition to pass through, which was done in go0d order, a portion of them
forming in my rear,

Here the Ninety-fourth Ohio was ordered to the pike, leaving me but
two regiments, Thirty-eighth Indiana and Tenth ‘Wisconsin, the former
now on the right, General Negley having halted his regimeits some
25 paces obliquely in front of my line, I wheeled my right ander heavy
fire o conneot with him. Here I appeared to be nearly surrounded, a
heavy column turning my left, to prevent which I ordered the Teuth
Wisconsin to change front to the rear on their first company, thereby
fom;u_ng a right angle with the Thirty-eighth Indiana Volunteers. Thig
position was acarcely taken when the enemy came down ou us in great
fary. They appeared to be massed in several lines, and their heads
seemed to be in terraces not 25 yards before ns. For twenty minutes
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giments maintained their ground, completely checking the

the enemy’s column. Here the Thirty-eighth Indiana lost

raptain, J. E, Fouts, besides nearly one-third their number
| wounded. '

- D. T. Griffin and Major Glover both Lad their horses shot
and their clothing perforated by balls. The Tenth Wis.
vied with their comrades on the right, and I am convinced

simeats would have suffored cxtermination rather than have

* ground without orders. But the order cauie, and we fell

'med on the pike fronting the woods, but the enemy did not

How us farther than the skirts of the timber,

formed my brigade, I soon after advanced my right to the

vhich we had just emerged, deploying skirmishers from the

h Ohio through the neck of the timber, with my left resting

Here we remained the rest of the day under the fire of the

‘pshooters, and ever and anon the shot and shell from their
our left fell among us. A ball from the former struck Colo-
. the shoulder, so wounding him that he was borne from the
h he had nobiy performed his Quty.

k on the morning of Jannary 1, you ordered me to take my
3k to a point on the pike, near the place we occupied before
order that they might build fires, and warm themselves,
thing to eat. ,
ving your caution to protect myself from an attack on the
1 your allusion to a ford in that direction, I ordered Tieut.
[artin, assistant inspector-general on my staff, and Lieut.
ographical engineers, to reconnoiter the position. Upon
'g the feasibility of the crossing, I ordered Lientenant Mar-

"t the Second Ohio, Major McCook, to the position. Soon
a8 heard in this direction, and a stampede ocenrred among
od hospitals. I ordered the Tenth Wisconsin te sepport
hio, und placed them behind the embankment of the rail-
dispositions had searcely Leen made when your order came
ry to the front again with my command. Having obeyed
d after some maneuvering, we were placed in position, the
Ohio extending across the neck of woods into whicl my
ut skirmishers the evening before, with a battery on the
commanding the ficlds on either side of the woods. On the
hirty-third Ohio came the Ninety-fourth Ohio and Thirty-
2 in the edgo of the undergrowth on the crest of the slope

west of the Nashville pike. QOu the right of the Thirty-
& was another battery. The Tenth Wisconsin and Second
d in reserve, iv order to re-enforce any part of the line that
This position was maintained without material change
1wequent davs of the fight. Onr skirmishers were kept out,
1¢, and employed in discovering and dislodging the sharp-
during the hours of daylight, almost continually annoyed
too highly praise Uaptain Ellis, commanding Thirty-third
vigilance of himself and men in their exposed position in
& times the ememy from the woods below would essay to
Levery man would be ai his post, and often the batteries
on them. While here Captain Ellis had his borse shot
ireastworka ot logs and rocks bad been constructed 1o
e; also a few rifle-pits dug,
ing of the 2d, when the enewmy so vigorously attacked our
@ of their forces in that divection could be seen from my
1 fact was promptly reported. I caused my skirmishers
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to advance and take precauntion against demonstration upon my posi-
tion. The attempt was made just before dark, the enemy forming in
the edge of the woods in our front, where Captain Cox’s Tenth Indiana
Battery, on the right of the Thirty-third Uhio, opened fire upon them,
driving them back,

I deem it improper to close this report without commending in high
terms the manner in which my command bore the kardships of this ter-
rible conflict. They suffered from cold, rain, fatigue, and hunger with-
out a murmur. These attributes, when added to their bravery, make
soldiers of which the country may be proud. I also feel it my duty to
praise the courage and efficieucy of my staff—Lieutenant Fitzwilliam,
acting assistant adjetant-general and aide-de-camp; Lieutenant Martin,
inspector, who was wounded ubove the knee by a shell; Lieat. George
H. Hollister, acting assistaut commissary of subsistence, missing, after
displaying great gallantry in his transmission of your orders to me;
Lieut. Mundy Allen, topographical engineer—all of whom have endeared
themselves to me by their prompt and intelligent performance of their
appropriate daties. I would, in an especial manner, mention the name
of one of my orderlies, Josiab F. Mitchell, Company B, Thirty-third Qhio
Volunteers, who displayed marked courage and inteiligence.

I went into the fight with 1,646 officers and men, minus two com-
panies Thirty-third Ohio, under Major Ely, and Tenth Wisconain, who
were detached to guard the train.

My losses are:

Thirty-cighth Indiana.—Killed: Capt. J. E. Fouts and 14 enlisted
men. Wounded: Lients. T. 8. W. Hawkins, M, T, Davis, and 84 enlisted
men. Missing (Swounded), 3.

Thirty-third Ohio~—Killed, 2; wounded, 19; missing, 4.

Seoond Ohio.—Killed: Lieut. Col. John Kell and 9 enlisted men.
Wounded: Captains Hazlett and Maxwell, Lieutenant Van Horn, and
29 enlisted men. Missing, 3.

Ninety-fourth Ohio.—Killed, 3. Wounded: Colonel Frizell, Captain
Steel, and 25 enlisted men. .Missing, 29,

Tenth Wisconsin—~XKilled, 3. Wounded: Capt. J. W, Boby and 15
enlisted men. Missing, 6.

Total killed, 32; wounded, 180; missing, 45.

Your obedient gervant,
B. F. SCRIBNER,
Colonel Thirty-eig)th Indiana Vols., Comdg. First Brigade,
First Division, Department of the Oumberland,
Capt. M. C. TavLoR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 68.
Beport of Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Griflin, Thirty-cighth Indiana Infantry.

HDQRS. THIRTY-EIGHTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
On the Field, in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., January -, 1863,
BIR: I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by
my command in the action of December 31, in front of Murfreesborough,
ana subsequent operations in the field since that date:
At daylight on the morning of December 31, the eommand, vesupyng

* R see paviend shatemant, FL
45 & B—~voL x5.PT 1
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No. 68.
Report of Lieut. Col. Stephen A. Bassford, Ninetyfourth Ohio Infantry.

HDQRS. NINETY-FOURTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTRERS,
ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
In the Field, January —, 1863.

In obedience to orders from headquarters, I have the honor to forward
the following report of the part taken in the battle of Wednesday, De-
cember 31, 1862, and the following days, by the Ninety-fourth ]!:E,egi-
ment:

My command, forming part of the Ninth Brigade, was ordered to move
forward toward Murfreesborough, on the Nashville and Murfreesborough
pike. After marching about 13 miles, we tarned to the right, and went
a quarter of a mile and halted in the woods. After waiting a short
period, we were again moved forward to the right aud front in double-
quick, halted, formed in line of battle, and for the first time came under
fire of the enemy. Shells bursting over and around us, 800N W Were
ordered to move to the right, After marching a short distance, we were
halted. Remaining in that position about twenty minutes, we were
again ordered to move by the right.

We then marched toward the Murfreesborough pike, and halted at the
edge of the woods at the time the enemy left the woods and charged
one of our batterics. The foe broke and fled precipitately. We com-
menced firing on our right, and threw Company B out as skirmishers
on our left.

We were then ordered into the open fleld in line, halted, and delivered
several rounds st the retreating foe. Received orders to fix bayonets,
which done, we moved in double-quick across the field, following the
enemy. We halted at the edge of the woods, remaining but a short
fime; threw out Compauy G as skirmishers, advanced info the woods
about 75 yards, and halted.

After remaining here for some time, we received orders to move out
to the right and np to the top of the hill, which we did, passing one of
our batteries there. From this point we crossed the pike, forming in
line along the east side. From this point I was ordered back to bring
up ammunition. The regiment remained here about thirty minutes.
‘We had several wounded at this point by the enemy’s artillery.

The regiment was then ordered forward over the crest of the hill and
into the woods, by order of (Feneral Roussenu, Companies B and G
were advanced from this point, as skirmishers. They were soon brought
in, and the whole command marehod by the left flank, to join on the
right of the Thirty-eighth Indiana, then in the open field. in this posi-
tion we were ordered to lie down. Many of our men were wounded by
the enemy’s sharpshaoters.

We did not remwain long in this position, but returned to the woods,
and after a very brief stay we were ordered out again, but not quite so
far advaneed and less exposed to the sharpshooters. Shortly after this,
our gallant colonel, whose cheerful eourage and constantly encouraging
presence had contribnted offectively to the calmness and prompt obe-
dience of the entire command, was severely wonnded and instantly car-
ried from the field.

At this juncture the command fell for a short time upon Major King.
Our left here joined on the right of the Thirty-eighth Indiana. This
position we held during the night, throwing out pickets to the front.
No disturbance ocenrred of any importance.
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On Thursday, January 1, 1863, 5 a. m., we were ordered to report our-
selves on the Murfreesborough pike, which being done, we were marched
back to about the position we started from the morning before ; but we
did not have long to remain at this point. We had hardly stacked arms
and broken ranks till we heard that familiar sound, “ Fall in” We
were marched back again toward Murfreesborough in double-quick.
After going about 1 mile, we were ordered off to the right of the pike,
and formed into line.

Soon General McCool ordered us over to the left of the pike. We
were, however, soon ordered back to the point at which we left the
pike, at which place we were formed into column of companies, then
marched forward to the right and front, to the crest of a hill, and halted,

~ facing south, forming a line. In a few moments we were ordered to

change front forward on first company, whick being done, we marched
forward and were halted in the edge of a thicket. Here we remained
till 3 p. m., when we were pushed to the farther edge of the thicket,
facing southwest.

Daring the night and day following we threw up breastworks of such
material a8 was at hand.

Op the evening following (Jauuary 2) we threw out heavy pickets,
and this position we occupied, with nothing to disturb us, excepting the
annoyance of the enemy’s sharpshooters, antil Jannary 5, when ordered
to march.

During the five days we were on the field, among those wounded was
Captain Steel, bold and brave, who, though suffering from severe sick-
ness, commanded his company with praiseworthy snccess until removed
from the field. The officers, without exception, acted well their parts,
and in perfect concert. The men, obedient and prompt, were easy to
command, and are worthy of high commendation.

Of our chaplain, Rev, William Allington, I do not think too much
can be said. 1 wish there were more such in our srmy. He followed
the regiment wherever it went, picking up the wounded and carrying
them off the fleld ; and after we were through with the day's fight, he
would spend his nights at the hospitals administering to the wounded,

The above report is as near correct as I am able to make it.

Yours, most respectfully,
S. A. BASSFORD,

Lieut. Col., Comdg. Ninety.fourth Regiment Ohio Vol. Infaniry.

Col. B. F. SCRIBNER,
Oommanding Ninth Brigade, Third Division.

No. 89,
Report of Col. Alfred R. Qhapin, Tenth Wisconsin Infantry.

Hpgrs, TENTHE WISCONSIN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Camp at Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1563,

Ste: T wounld most respeetfally report that on December 30, 1862, at
12 m., the Tenth Regiment Wiscousin Volunteer Infantry, with the other
regiiments of the brigade, had arrived at a point on the Nashville and
Murfreesboreugh pike 34 miles from Murfreesborough. Heavy skir-
wishing was going on af the time in the cedar wood to the right of the
pike. We did not get engaged that day.

On December 31, at 7 a. m., we got under arms, and shortly after




