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LEFT WING.

Maj. Gen. TEOMAS L. CRITTENDEN.

FIRST (LATE B1xTH) DIVISION.

2.

First (late Fifteonth) Brigade.

(L) Brig, Gon. Mo 8. HASCALL.
2.) Col. GEORGE P. BUELL.

100th Iilinois, Col, Frederiok A. Bartleson.
58th Indiana :
Col. George P. Buell.
Lient, Col. James T. Embree.
3a Kenincky:
Col. 8amusl McKes,
Maj, Danial R. Collier,
6ch Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires.

{1. Brig. Gen. THoMAs J. WooD,
Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HaSCALL.

Second (Iats Twenty-firet) Brigade.
Col. GRORGE D. WAGNER.
15th Indiana, Liout. Col. Guatavas A
Wood,

40th Indians :
Col. John W, Blake,
%Eientﬁ(}ol. Ellas Neff.
. Henry Leaming,
B7th Indi:jna :
Col, Cyrus C. Hines,
Lieut, Col. George W. Lennard,
Capt. John 8. MeGraw.
97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane.

Third (lats Twenticih) Brigads,

Col. CHARLRES . HAREER.

5lst Indiana, Col. Abel D. Stxeight.

73¢ Indiana, Col. Gilbert Hathaway.

13ih Michigan, Col. Michae! Shoemaker,
64th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Alexander McLvain.

65th Qhio

Lieut. Col. Alexander Caasil.
Maj. Horatio N. Whitbheck,

Artillory.*

Maj. SRYMOUR Raick.

Bth Indiana Battery, Lient George Estep.
10th Indians Battery, Capt. Jarome B. Cox.
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley.

8xCOND (LATE FOURTH) DIVIAION.

Brig. Gen. JoER M, PALMER.

Firet (lale Twenty-second) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. CHARLES CRUFT,
31st Indimna, Col, Joho Osborn.
ist Kentuoky, Col. David A. Enyart.
2 Kenpu;ky, Col. Thomas D. SBedge-

wick.
90th Ohio, Col, Isaac N. Ross.

Socond (late Ninetoonth) Brigade,
Col, WinLiam B. Hazgn.

llg:h Illineis, Col. Thomas 8. Casey.

Indiana, Col. William H. Blake,
6th Kentuoky, Col. Walter C. Whita.

ar.
{ 4lst Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley,

* The Eighth Battery waa attached to the Firat Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Beo-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to the Third Brigade.
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Third (late Tonth) Brigade.
Col. WILLIAM GROSE.

B4th Ilinois, Col. Lonis H. Waters.
36th Indiana:

Maj. Isasc Kinley.

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.
23d Kenmekfr, Maj. Thomas H. Hamriok.

6th Ohio, Col. Nitmolae L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:

ﬁol.- FI‘irederick C. Jones.

. Henry T (
C:ljzt. Enoch Weller.
Capt. A. T. M. Cockenill

Artillery.
Capt. ‘WILLIAM E. STANDART.

1st Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E. Standart.
1st Qhio, Battery F'¢ .

Capt. Daniel T. Cookerill.

Lieut. Norval Osburn.
4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles (. Parsons.

THIRD (LATE Frers) DIVISION.

(1.) Brig. Gen. Horatio P. Yax CrxvE,
{2.) Col. SAMUEL BEATTY.

Firet (late Bleventh) Brigade. Sooond (lats Fourtoonth) Brigade.
(1.) Col, BamvEL BRATTY. Col. Jaues P. Fyrre,
(2.) Col. BExjamix C, GRIDER,
44th Indiana;

Col. William . Williams.

Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich.
86th Indisna, Lieut. Col. George F. ek,
13th Ohio:

Col. Joseph G. Hawkins.

Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.
59th Ohio, Lieat. Col. William Howard.

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Knefler.
gth Kentucky:
Col. Benjamin C. Grider. °
Lient. Col. Georgs H. Cram.
11th Kentueky, Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley.
19th Ohio, Maj. Charlea F. Manderson,

Third (late Twenty-third) Brigade,
Col. BaMUDEL W. PRICE.

35th Indiana, Col. Bernard F. Mullen.
8th Kentncky s
Lient. Col. Renber May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddua.
21st Kentucky, Lient, Col. James C. Evans,
blat Ohio, Lieut. Col. Richard W, MeClain,
99th Ohio:
Coul. Peter T. Bwaine.
Lisut. Col. John E. Cummins,

Artillery.
Capt. GeRorGR R. SwaLLow.

7th Indiana Battery, Capt. Gieorge R. Bwallow.
Pe Ivania, Battery B (26th), Lieut. Alenson J. Btevens,
A w in Battery, Lient, Cortland Livingston.
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No. 7.

Report of Capt. William M, Wiles, Forty-fourth Indiana Infaniry, pro-
vost-marshal-general, of prisoners captured.

HpQRrS. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 9, 1863.

GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to forward a complete report
of Confederate prisoners captured by the army uander your command at
the late battle of Stone’s River, showing the number of regiments and
other organizations represented, the number of the same from each
State, the number of officers and enlisted men captared from each regi-
ment or organization, the entire number of officers and enlisted men
captured, and to what arm of the service they belong. The total num-
ber of prisoners captured is shown to be 3,694.*

Taking into account the number and character of the organization,
and using the lowest possible estimate of the strength of each, it can
be shown, beyond controversy, that the enemy’s foree exceeded our own
by at least one-third. Complete reports of the number captured by the
enemy from our own forcea have not yet been received. From the best
information received up to the present time, the nuiubor will not exceed
2,800, and in all probability the estimate is too large.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servuant
- WM. M. WILLS,
Captain and Provost-Marshai-General.,
Maj. Gen. W. 8. ROSECRANS,
Qommanding Deparimont of the Cumberland.

* Ap earlier report (January 12, 1863) from this officer gave 126 officers and S,Tm_
men captared ; tosal, 3,197,
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in obvious view of the enemy’s battle array, halted, as explained in my
report, and precantionary dispositions commenced for the night, an order
wasd received to continue the advance on Marfreesborough. The order
was received just at nightfall, when darkness was beginning to shroud
the ground to be passed over with obscurity. The movement was at
once commenced, but was subsequently suspended by General Oritten-
den until further communication could be had with the commanding
general of the army. Before, however, the order was suspended, Har-
ker’s brigade had crossed Stone’s River under a galling fire, driven in the
enemy’s outposts, and seized a strong position, which it held until nearly
10 o’clock that evening, .

The commanding general having approved the sugpension of the order,
and it not being prudent to leave the brigade in 80 exposed a position,
it was ordered to recross the river. It performed the retrograde move-
ment handsomely, i good order and with perfect success, thorgh con:
fronted by an entire division (Breckinridge’s) of the enemy. This fact
wad learned from & prisoner, captured when the brigade firat crossed the
river. Bradley’s (Sixth Ohio) battery accompanied the brigade in the
entire movement.

I desire to repair the omission in my previous report, and request that
this communication be made part of it. It will readily be perceived how
the omission ocenrred when it is remembered that my original repori was
prepared withont the aid of the reports of subordinate commanders, and
written under the compound embarrassment of inconvenience from my
wound and soffering from a quotidian intermittent fever, with which I
had befn afflicted for ten daﬁull)revious to b:](if battle of the 318t ultimo,

gir, very ectfully, your obedient servan :
St 8Ty YOIy reep ’ TH. J. WOOD,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.
Maj. LYNE BTARLING,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Ohief of Staff, Orittondew's Oorpa.

No. 97.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Milo 8. Hascall, U. 8. Army, commanding First Bri-
gade and First Divigion, including shirmishes at La Vergne and on the
Murfreesborough pike, at Stewart's Oreek Bridge.

Hpqzs. FIBsT BRIGADE, FIRsT DIVISION, LEFT Wing,
Stewart's Oreck, Tenn., December 28, 1862.

Yesterday, about 11 a. m., while General Wood’s divigion was lying
about three-fourths of a mile beyond La Vergne, near the Murfreesbor.
ough pike, I received notice from General Wood that General Critten-
den’s command (being the left wing, Fourteenth Army Corps) would
again advance, General Wood’s leading, and that my brigade had been
directed by him to take the advance, My instructions were to advance
by the Murfreeshorough pike, and reach Stewar’s Creek and save the
bridge at that point if possible.

The enemy had been throwing shells at us at intervals all the morn-
ing from an eminence a little this side of La Yergne, wonnding some
of our men, o that we kuew the town and the hills beyond were oceu-
pied by the enemy. Accordingly, I at once formed my brigade in order
of battle in two lines, the Fifty-eighth Indiana on the right of the first
line, supported by the Third Kentucky, and the Twenty-sixth Ohig,
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commanded by Maj. William H. Squires, on the left of the first line,
supported by the One hundredth lllinois, the Eighth Indiana Battery,
commanded by Lieut. George Hstep, occupying the intervals between
the infantry. This disposition having been made, and the front well
covered, with the flank companies of the first line as skirmishers, the
order to advance was given. We had to pass over an open field the
entire distance to the town.

Before we had been five minutes in motion, & brisk fire was opened
by the enemy in and about town upon our skirmishers, whish scon
became effectual upon the first line also. The fire was vigorously re
turned by enr skirmishers, but, I presume, with little effect, owing to
the cover the town, fences, and bushes afforded the enemy.

Not wishing to try and cope with the enemy under such unfavorable
circumstances any longer than was absolutely necessary, I ordered the
skirmishers and the first line to charge at a double-quick and get pos-
session of the town at all hazards. The front line was lying flat on
their faces at the time of receiving the order; but in the twinkling of
an eye the entire line sprang to their feet, fixed their bayonets, and,
rushing forward with a yell, had, in five minutes’ time, possession of
the town aud the crest beyond. The manner in which this was done
left nothing to be desired.

Our entire loss, though skirmishing all day, was sustained at this
point. Twenty of the Twenty-sixth Ohio and 7 of the Fifty-eighth In-
diana were lying around with wounds of greater or less severity to tell
the tale.

Leaving onr wounded to be cared for by the rear brigades, we pushed
torward, skirmishing nearly all the time. After advancing about 13
niles beyond the town, I discovered that the front line was becoming
wuch exhausted, and wmany of the Twenty-sixth Ohio were throwing
their knapsacks away. I, therefore, relieved it with the second line,
sent & detail back to collect the knapsacks, and pressed on to this point,
skirmishing all the way through a drenching rain, and through almost
impassable thickets of cedar, and over muddy and sloppy plowed fields.
At half & dozen poiets on the way we were resisted by the enemy’s artil-
lery; but Lieatenant Estep’s battery, assisted by Maj. 8. Race, in com-
mand of the artillery of the division, soon dislodged them, and we moved
forward without allowing ourselves to be even temporarily detained, unti)
we camo to the eminence just in front of our camp, and which overlooks
the bridge at Stewart’s Creek.

Here we found the enemy bad a battery planted on the hill beyond
Stewart’s Creek. We had no sooner planted a section of Estep’s bat-
tery and opened upon them than they promptly returned our fire. The
fearful aceuraey of their fire soou convinced ns that this was a different
battery from that with which we had heen contending all day, as every
shot from them either struck our pieces or came within close proximity,
Having no long-range guns in Estep’s battery, I sent to the rear for
gome out of another battery, and as soon as they had got in position the
enemy’s fire was silenced.

It was during this artillery duel that my skirmishers, who were con-
cealed near the banks of Stewart’s Creek, discovered that the enemy had
loaded the bridge with rails and other combustible material and had set
fire to it. Volunteers being called for to extinguish the flame at all
hazards, the entire line of skirmishers from the Third Kentucky, as-
sisted by Company B, Captuin Ewing, of the Twenty-sixth Obio, rushed
in and threw the combustibles from the bridge,and saved it. Great
oredit is due for this act, a8 the loss of the bridge would have delayed

30 B R—VOL, XX, TT ¢
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the movement of the army till another could be constructed, the stream
tot being fordable at or near that point.

Bhortly after this the enemy retired, and the Third Kentucky was
ordered to hold the bridge, which they do at this time. Havihg accom-
plished the work set before me, I was about arranging my men in camp,
and had got the One hundredth Iliinois in position to cover the front of
my proposed camp, and the Twenty-sixth Ohio in position, when I fonnd
myself suddenly attacked on my left flank by a force of the enemy’s cav-
alry,-who were endeavoring to cut their way tn the bridge. I immedi-
ately ordered the Twenty-sixth to change front forward on the left com-
pany, to resist the attack in that direction. 'This repulsed the attack.
Captain Munger’s company,.of the One hundredth Illinois, had bheen
sent to the left to protect the flank of the regiment, and the enemy en-
deavored to caf, them off and take them prisoners. The company turned
upon them, fired, and demanded their surrender; which, being declined,
they pressed apon them, drove them into the fence corners, and cap-
tured 24 of them, incloding Lieut. J. J. Seawell. They called themselves
Alabama Partisan Rangers.” With them were captured 12 horses and
saddles and 12 guns. The residue of them made their escape by flight.
‘We took 10 or 12 other prisoners during the day, which I sent to the
rear. I am not aware how much force we were contending with during
the day, but we took prisoners from six or seven different regiments,
principally Tennessee regiments.

For more minute particulars of the parts performed by the different
regiments and the battery, I refer you to their reports, inclosed.

All my officers and men did their duty nobly, and I foel that it would
be unjust to particnlarize. How much credit we all deserve, I leave for
yourself and others to Jdetermine.

To my staff officers, Capt. Edmund R. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant-
general ; Captain Boberts, of the Third Kentucky, commissary ; Lieut.
James E. Hume, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Warner, inspector-gen-
eral, I am under peculiar obligations.

The casualties are as follows :

One of the wounded has since died, and 4 or 5 more are theught to be
mortally wounded.

The enemy’s loss, that fell into our hands, were 4 killed and 5 wounded.
Y]’ze hear of many other killed and wonnded being taken to the rear by
them,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

MILO 8. HASCALL
Reigadier-General of Vols., Comdy, Firat Division. Left Wing.

Capt. M. P. BEsTOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Left Wing.
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Hpors. FirsT BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, LERFT WING,
Near Murfreesborougk, Tenn., January 6, 1863,

B1r: I have the honor to snbmit the following report of the opera.
tions o1’ my brigade (formerly the Fiftecenth Brigade, Sixth Division, but
under the new nomenclature the First Brigade, First Division, left
wing) on the eventful 31st of December, 1862:

Daoring the night of the 30tL, I had received notice, through General
Wood, our division commander, that the left wing (Crittenden’s corps)
would cross Stone’s River and attack the enemy on his right. My bri-
gade was posted on the extreme left of our entire line of battle, and was
guarding and overlooking the ford, over which we were to cross.

On the morning of the 31st, heavy firing was heard on the extreme
right of our line (Mc¢Cook’s corps), but as they had been fighting their
way all the distance from Nolensville, as we had from La Vergne, no
particnlar importance was attached to this, and I was getting my bri-
gade into position ready to cross as socon as General Van Cleve’s divis-
ion, which was then crossing, was over. All this time the firing on the
right became heavier and apparently nearer to us, and our fears began
to be aroused that the right wing was being driven rapidly back upon
us. At this junetore Van Cleve halted his division, and the most terri-
ble state of snspense pervaded the entire left, ag it became more and
more evident that the right was being driven rapidly back upon us.

On and on they came, till the heaviest fire was getting vearly around
to the pike leading to Nashville, when General Rosecrans appeared in
person, and ordered me to go with my brigade at once to the support of
the right, pointing toward our rear, where the heaviest fire was raging.
General Van Qleve’s division and Oolonel Harker’s brigade, of our divis-
ion, received the same order. I atonce changed the front of my brigade
to the rear, preparatory to starting in the new direction, but had not
proceeded more than 200 yards in the new direction before the crowd
of fugitives from the right wing became so numerous, and the flesing
maule teams and horsemen so thick, that it was impossible for me to go
forward with my command without its becoming 2 confused mass. I
therefore halted and awaited developments.

General Van Cleve and Colonel Harker, not mesting with so much
opposition, pressed forward and got into position beyond the railroad,
ready to open on the enemy as soon as our fugitives were out of the
way. They soon opened fire, joined by some batteries and troops be-
longing to the center (General Thomas’ corps) and Estep’s battery, of
wmy brigade, and, atter about one hour’s firing along this new line, dor-
ing whieb time 1 was moving my command from point to point, ready
to support any troops tliat most needed it, the onslanght of the enemy
seemed to be in a great measure checked, and we had reascnable prob-
ability of maintaining this line. During all this time my men were ex-
posed to a severe fire of shot and shell fromn a battery on the other side
of the river, and several were killed.

Ahout this time an aide of General Palmer came galloping up to me
und said that, anless he could be supported, Lis division would have to
give way., Palmers divigion formed the right of General Crittenden’s
line of battle on the morning of the 3ist. After consulting with Gen-
eral Wood, he ordered me to send & regiment to support General Pal-
wmer; nccordingly I sent the Third Kentucky Regiment, commander by
1dent. Qol. Bamnel McKee.

Before the regiment had been ten minutes in its new position, Qaptain
Kerstetter, my adintant-gereral, reported to me that Colonel McKea had
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been killed, and the regiment badly cut up. 1 therefore moved at once,
with the other three regiments of my command, to their relief.

The line they were trying to hold was that part of our original line
of battle lying immediately to the right of the railroad. This portion
of our original line, about two regimental fronts, together with two
fronts to the left, held by Colonel Wagner’s brigade, was all of our
original line of battle but what our troops bad been driven from ; and
if they succeeded in carrying this they would have turned our left, and
a total rout of our forces could not then have been avoider.

Seeing the importance of the position, I told my men it must be held,
even if it cost the last man we had, I immediately sent in the Twetity-
sixth Ohio, commanded by the gallant Maj. William H. Squires, to take
position op the right of the Third Kentucky, and support them, and
dispatched an aide for Estep’s Eighth Indiana Battery to come to this
point and open on the enemy. No sconer had the Twenty-sixth got
into position than they became hotly engaged, and the numerous dead
and wonnded that were immediately brought to the rear told how des-
perate waa the contest.

The gallant Lieutenant McClelland, of that regiment, was broaght to
the rear mortally wounded, and expired by my side in less than five
minutes from the time the regiment took position ; still the fight went
on, and still brave men went down. TheThird Kentucky, now reduced
to less than one-half its original numbers, with ten out of ite fourteen
remaining officers badly wounded, werg still bravely at work.

In less than ten minutes after the ef;fl of Lientenant-Colonel McKee,
the gallant Maj. Daniel R. Collier, of that regiment, received two severe
wounds—one in the leg aud the other in the breast. Adjutant Bullitt
had his horse shot ander him ; but nothing could induce either of them
to leave the field. Equally conspicucus and meritorions was the eon-
duct of Major Squires and Adjutant Franklin, of the Twenty-sixth Ohio.
Major 3quires’ horse was shot three times through the neck ; never-
theless, he and all his officers atood by throughout, and most gallantly
sastained and encouraged their men,

LEstep’s battery came up in due time, and, taking position on a little
rise of ground in rear of the Twenty-sixth Ohio and Third Keutucky,
opened s terrible fire of shot and shell over the heads of our infantry.

In about one hour after the Twenty-sixth Ohio got into position this
terrible attack of the enemy was repulsed, and they drew back into the
woods, and under cover of an intervening hill, to reform their shattered
columns and renew the attack.

I now took a survey of the situation, and found that along the entire
line to the right and left of the railroad, which had not yet been carried
by the enemy, I was the only general officer present, and was, there
fore, in command, and responsible for the conduct of affairs. Colonel
Hazen, commanding a brigade in General Palmer’s division, was present
with his brigade, to the left of the railroad, and Colonel Grose, com-
manding another brigade in the same division, was also present with
what there was left of his brigade, and most nobly did he oco-operate
with me with the Sixth _and Twenty-fourth Ohio, to the right of the
railroad, while Colonel Wagner, commanding the Second Brigade, in
the ¥irst Division, left wing, nobly sustained his front, assisted by
Colonel Hazen, to the left of the railroad.

I now relieved the Third Kentucky Regiment, which was nearly anni-
nilated and out of ammunition, with the Fifty-eighth Indiana Regiment,
of my brigade, commanded by Col. George P. Buell, and this, being a
much larger regiment than the Third Eentucky, filled up the entire
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space from where the right of the Third Kentacky rested to the rail-
road. I then threw forward the right of the Sixth Ohio Regiment, of
Colonel Grose’s brigade, which was on the right of the Twenty-sixth
Ohio, s¢ that ite line of battle was more nearly perpendicular to the
railroad, and so that its fire would sweep the front of the Twenty-sixth
Ohio and Fifty-eighth Indiana, and supported the Sixth Ohio with
Estep’s battery, on a little eminence to its right, and breught up the
Ninety-seventh Ohio, Colonel Lane, from Wagner's brigade, to still
further strengthen the right.

This disposition being made, I galloped a littie to the rear, and found
General Rosecrans, and called his attention to the importance of the
position I was holding, and the necessity of keeping it well supported.
He rode to the front with me, approved the disposition I had wade,
spoke a few words of encouragement to the men, cantioning thewm to
hold their fire till the enemy got well up, and had no sooner retired than
the enemy emerged from the woods and over the hill, and were moving
upon us in splendid style and in immense force, As soon as they came
in sight, the Sizth and Twenty-sixth Obhio and Hstep’s battery opened
on them, and did splendid execution. But on they cams till within 100
yards of our line, when Colonel Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, who
lost 3 men, but kad not fired a shot, ordered his men to fire. The effect
was indescribable. The enemy fell in windrows, and went staggering
back from the effects of this unexpected volley,

Soon, however, they came up again and assaulted us furiously for
about one and a half Liours ; -but the men all stood their ground nobly,
and at the end of that time compelled the enemy to retire as before.

During the heat of this attack a heavy cross-fire was brought to bear
on the position I occapied, and Corpl. Frank Moyer, Third Ohio Volan-
teer Cavalry, iv command of my escorf, was shot throngh the leg, and
my adjntant-general, Capt. E. R. Kerstetter, was shot through his coat,
grazing his back.

The regiments all behaved splendidly again, and the Fifty.eighth
Indiana won immortal honors. Lieutenant Blackford, of that regiment,
wag shot dead, and several of the officers, including Captains Downey
and Alexander, badly wounded.

Estep’s battery was compelled to retire from the position assigned
it after firing half a dozen rounds, but it did terrible execution while
there,

The Sixth and Twenty-fourth Ohio did noble service, as did the
Ninety-seventh ; but their immediate commanders will, no doubt, allude
to them more particularly. Thus ended the third assault apom the
position.

I should have remarked that the Qne bundredth Illinois Regiment,
the other regiment composing my brigade, which was in reserve during
the first engagement described above, ha.fi, uuder instructions of Colo
nel Hazeu, moved to the front, on the leii of the railroad, where they
fonght splendidly in all the actions that took place on the left of the
road. There was no formidable attack made on them, though they
were almost eonstantly under fire of greater or less severity, particu-
larly from shot and shell, and suffered quite seriously in killed and
wonnded. Lient. Morris Worthingham, of that regiment, was killed
while gallantly sustaining his men, and 6 other commissioned officers, in-
cluding Major Hammond, were wounded. Their operations being to the
left of the railroad and in a wood, did pot so immediately come under
my personal observation; but their condwct, from Colonel Bartleson
down, was wuch as leaves nothing to be desired.

The Fifty-eighth Indiana having now been over three hours in action,
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and the Twenty-sixth Ohio about four hours, were exhausted and very
nearly out of ammunition. I, therefore, relieved the Fifty-eighth Indi.
ana witl: the Fortieth Indiana, from Oolonel Wagner’s brigade, and the
Twenty-sixth Ohio was relieved by the Twenty-third Kentucky. There
was now not more than an hour of day lefg, and though the enemy was
continually maneuvering in our front, no formidable attack was made
upon us, except with artillery. The enemy having been three several
times repulsed from their attack on that position, seemed satisfied to
keep at & respectful distance, and the sun set upon us as masiers of the
sitmation. .

‘We had sustained ourselves.and held the only posifion of the original
line of battle that was held throughout by any portion of the army. To
have logt this position would have been to lose everything, as our left
would then have been turned, and utter rout or capture inevitable.

To the * fearless spirits who hazarded and lost their lives on this con-
secrated spot” the country owes a deep debt of gratitude. Ko purer
patriot, more upright man, and devoted Christian than Colonel Me-
Kee, of the Third Kentueky, ever offered up his life in defense of his
country.

To the members of my staff present with me on the field—Capt. Ed-
mund B. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant-general; Liout. James R. Hume,
aide-de-camp, and Lient. James R. Warner, inspector-general—I am
under the greatest obligations. They were constantly with me in the
thickest of the fight, ably and gallantly assisting me in every way pos-
gible. My escort was also faithful and efficient. With the exceptions
alreti.de% allnded to, all of us were go fortunate as to get through un-
seathed. .

The casualties in our brigade were as follows: The Third Kentucky
Regiment went into action with 13 officers and 300 men, and lost—offi-
cers killed, 1; wounded, 9; enlisted men killed, 12; wonnded, 77; miss-
ing, 34. The Fifty-eighth Indiana Regiment went into action with 19
officers and 386 enlisted men, and lost—officers killed, 1; wounded, 4;
enlisted men killed, 16; wounded, 91. The One hundredth Nlinois went
into action with 27 officers and 394 enlisted men, and lost—ofiicers killed,
1; wounded, 6; enlisted men killed, 5; wounded, 33. The Twenty-
sixth Ohio went into action with 12 officers and 374 enlisted men, and
lost—officers killed, 1; wounded,2; enlisted men killed, 9; wounded, 77.

RECAPITULATION.

The brigade went into action with 71 officers and 1,454 enlisted men
and lost—officers killed, 4; wounded, 21; enlisted men killed, 42;
wounded, 278 ; missing, 34. Total killed, wounded, and missing in bri-

e, 379.
g‘a%o’r more minute particalars of the parts performed by the different
regiments I transmit herewith their respective reports.

During the evening of the 31st I was notified that, in consequence of
the indisposition of General Wood and a wound received during the
day, he was relieved of the command of the division, and that the same
would devolve upon myself. I, therefore, turned over the command of
the brigade to Col. George P. Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, and
assumed the command of the division.

All of whieh is respectfully submitted.

MILO 8. HASCALL,
Brigadier-General of Voluntoors, Oommanding Brigade.
Qapt. M. P. BEsTOW, _
Aoting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Diviston, Left Wing.

~ attack was checked and the enemy began to retire
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HeapQuarTERE Firsy DIvisioN, LEFT Wina,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, 1863,

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of
this division during the recent battles, after the command devolved
upon me, on the evening of December 31, 1862:

At that time the division was considerably scattered, as Colonel Har
ker’s brigade had been in action during the 31st on the extreme right,
and had not returned. Colonel Wagner’s was in position to the left of
the railroad, where it had been in action during the day, and my bri-
gade was to the right of the railroad.

About 11 p, m. of that day Colonel Harker returned with his brigade
and the division was once more together. At this time I received m;
order to send all the wagons of the division to the rear, and, shortly
after this wus executed, T received an order from General Crittenden to
fall back, so that my right should rest on the position occupied by
Stokes’ battery, and my left on the right of General Palmer’s divigion.
This broaght the new line of the division about 500 yards to the rear of
the one of the day before. The line of the division was now nearly at
right angles with the railroad, with the center of the line resting on itew
the First Brigade, Colone] Buell, on the right; the Third, Colonel Har-
ker, in the center, and the Second, Oolonel Wagner, on the left,

In this position we lay all the next day, January 1, with nothing more
to break the silence than picket firing and an occasional artillery duel.
The division lost, however, several killed and wonnded during the day.
Each of my brigades was in line of battle, and I was occupying so much
(fllzoqt.that hl:d kept the tvl:le[;) constantly on the alert. Most of the other

ivisions one or two brigades in reserv erefore
lieve their men some. g & and could, th i

‘We maintained this position during the night of the 1st, and till about -

8 o’clock in the morning of the 2d, the battery occupying the interval
between brigades. At this time the enemyr%penecll)ylllnpgn us the mos?;
terrific fire of shot and shell that we sustained during the entire engage-
ment. It appears that during the night before they had massed and
masked several batieries in our front, so they opened on us from a line
of batteries one-quarter of a mile long, all at once. They had our range
perfeotly, so that their fire was terribly effective from the first,

Estep’s battery, on the right of my line, being in an exposed position,
and receiving a very heavy fire, had to retire at once; not, however,
till so many horses had been killed as to render it necessary for two of
the pieces to be hauled to the rear by the infantry. Bradley’s battery.
with Colonel Harker in the center, having a better position and Ionguz
range guns, opened a brisk fire on the enemy in return, and had every
probability of maintaining their position until Stokes’ ﬂattery in their
rear, undertook_ to open on the enemy with grape, which took ’eﬁ'eet on
Bradley’s men instead of thie enemy, and compelled Bradley to retire.
The infantry, however, along my entire line, though suffering severely
from the enemy’s fire, all maintained their position.

After ahout half an hour this firing ceased, and nothing farther wo
of note happened till aboat 4 o’clock in the afternoon of that day. At
this time General Van Cleve’s division, which was stationed acmss
Stone’s River to our left, was suddenly attacked by a heavy force of the
enemy under Breckmmige,. and 8o fierce was the onslaught that the
divigion was compelled to give way almost immediately.” General Jeof-
ferson C. Davis and General Negley were immediately ordered to their
relief with their divisions, and, as soon as they had time to get over, the
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battery, m firing upon Bradley’s battery on Jannary 2, was such as,
in my judgment, demands immediate investigation, iu order that the
parties gnilty of such gross carelessness may be properly punished.

I am, sir, most respectfully,
MILO 8. HABCALL

Brigadier-General of Vols., Comdg. First Division, Lef. Wing.
Major STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Left Wing.

HEADQUARTERS FIRT DIVISION, LEFT WING,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 17, 1863,
In the hurry of making out my official report as division commander,
I neglected to allude to the very valuable serviees rendered by Surg.
W. W. Blair, medical director of this division, during and since the
recent battles. His services were such as merit special commendation,
and I desire that this may be forwarded as a part of my report, in justice
to Dr. Blair. He reports to me that all the regimental surgeons were
efficient and rendered valuable service.
T am, sir, respectfully,
MILO 8. HASCALL,
Brigadier-General of Vols., Comdy. First Division, Left Wing.
Major BTARLING, )
Assistant Adjutant-General, Left Wing.

KRo. 98,
Report of Maj. Seymour Race, First Okio Light Artillery, Ohief of Artil
lery. ‘

HDQES. ARTILLERY FIRST DIvisioX, LurFr Wing,
January 7, 1863.

DEAR SiR: I have the honor to submit to you the official reports of
the commanding officers of the batteriea of this division.

About 9 a. m. of December 31, 1862, Oapt. Oullen Bradley, Sixth
Ohio Light Battery, by orders, moved his battery, with Harker's bri-
gade, to the extreme right of our lines, where they engaged the enemy’s
artillery (two four-gun batteries, supposed) and infantry in a most se-
verely contested battle. Before superior numbers of the enemy, the
brigade and battery (after repulsing the first attack of the enemy) were
obliged to retire, but not without disputing every inch of ground, Oap-
tain Bradley being obliged to leave two of his guns on the field. They
were 500D after retaken by the Thirteenth Michigan, Colonel Shoemaker,
whose timely support forced the enemy to retire.

Captain Bradley’s battery was under my immediate observation, and
the conduet of Captain Bradley, his subordinate officers, and men was
such as to entitle them to great credit. The conduct of this battery on
January 2, onder the fire of three batteries of the enemy, was gallant
in the extreme. The enemy’s batteries were nearly silenced, when Cap-
tain Stokes’ battery opened, 300 yards 1o rear of Bradley, with eanister,
at a distance of at least 2,200 yards from the enemy’s guns. Captain
Bradley bad 5 men and 5 horses wounded by their fire, and was obliged
1o retire.

I respectfully ask an investigation into the conduct of Stokes’ battery
on this occasion. Qapt. J. B. Oox, Tenth Indiana Battery, and Lient.

,.
.
b,
:
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George Estep, commanding Eighth Indiana Battery, were closely en-
gaged during the battle of December 31, on the left of our lines, svp-
ported by General HascalP’s and Colonel Wagner’s brigades. Captain
Cox was under the fire of three batteries of the enemy for seven hours
doring the day, but succeeded iv administering to them all in a manner
perfectly satisfactory to me, and to the great discomfiture of the enemy.

On January 2, when in position on the right, he repulsed, with can-
ister, a desperate charge of a brigade of the enemy’s infantry. OCaptain
Cox, his officers, and men behaved with great gallantry and bravery.
Lieutenant Estep’s battery, by » free use of case-shot and canister, on
December 31, succeeded in repulsing three successive charges of the
enemy’s infantry, and otherwise, during the three days’battle, did most
excellent service. Lientenants Estep, Voris, and Winsor, and the non-
commissioned officers and men of this battery, with few exceptions, be-
haved with commendable coolness and bravery. Lient. Richard Jervis
acted in 2 most cowardly manner. I will devote a special communica-
tion to his case. '

For full particulars of the engagements and losses, I respectfully refer
you to the accompanying reports of battery commanders.

Respectfully snbmitted.

8. RACE

Major, Ohief of Artillery, First Division, Left Wing,
Capt. E. R, KERETETTER.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 99.

Reports of Lieut. George Bstep, Highth Indiana Battery, including skir-
mishes at La Vergne and on the Murfreesborough pike, at Stovart's Orock
Bridge. : '

IN THE FIELD, Degember 28, 18362,
GENERAL: While connected with your brigade yesterday, on the
march from the camp of the previous night, I could at no time {(on ac-
count of the disposition of the enemy to retire) get an opportunity to
fire more than two or three shots, I fired in all 42 rounds; that these
were damaging to the enemy or his guns I am unable to tell. In the
last position whick I took, commanding the Stewart’s Creek Bridge, I
fired 8 rounds, and received about the same number in return; one of
the enemy’s shots took a spoke from the wheel of one of my gun-car-
riages. I am happy to say no other damages were done. The officers
of my battery bebaved with commendable coolness.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEOBGE ESTEP,
First Lieutenant, Commanding Highth Indiana Battery,
Brigadier-General HASCALL,
Commanding Fifteenth Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH INDIANA BATTERY,
In the Field, ncar Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 4, 1863.

I have the honor, respectfully, to submit the following official report
of the Eighth Indiana Light Battery, on December 81,1862, and 1st and
24 days of January, 1863: '

I put my battery in position on Wednesday morning about 9 o'clock,
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by order of General Rosecrans, on the west side of the railioad, sup
ported on the right by two batteries, and on the left by the Nineteenth
Infantry (regulars); fired 114 rounds (at a range of 800 yards) at the
enemy, who were driving back our infantry advance. I then advanced
the battery 75 or 80 yards, supported, as in the first position, by the two
batteries on my right and the Nineteenth Infaniry on my left.

At this position the enemy in three lines made three desperate charges,
and were as often repulsed by my battery. I expended 70 rounds of
canister, and was compelled four or five times to double-charge the
pieces in order to drive the enemy ; this beginning at a range of 90 yards
and increasing as the enemy became confused and retired. I also fi

from this position 106 rounds of shrapnel and solid shot, at & range of -

about 800 yards, at the lines of the enemy advancing on our right.

I then received an order from General Haseall, commanding the First
Brigade of the division, to take a position on the left of the pike in the
direction of Murfreesborough, which I did, sapported by his entire bri-
gade, as good soldiers as ever went to battle. I commenced firing at a
range of 400 yards, the enemy bringing up his forces in three lines, and
making desperate charges on the center, but was repulsed by my bat-
tery and the gallant men of General Hascall’s brigade. I was twice in
this position, and fired 226 rounds, my men all the time exposed to a
galling fire of musketry.

Late in the afterncon I was ordered to a position on the east side of
the railroad, supported by three regiments, the Twenty-sixth Ohio,
Fifty-seveuth Indiana, and an Illinois regiment. Here 1 expended 66
rounds, shelling the enemy from the woods, near the creek, from which
he had driven a portion of our troops during the afternoon. I remained
in this position until after dark, and then retired to the camp of the
previous night. Loss during the day, 8 horses killed and disabled and
4 men wounded.

On the morning of January 1, I was pat in poaition before daylight,
in line of battle, by Major Race. An hour or two after daylight the
enemy commenced an advance on our front. I opened fire, in connéc-
tion with other batteries, and drove him back. No loss during the day;
expended 46 rounds.

Remained in position all night, and on the morning of the 2d expended
34 rounds, shelling the woods at different points, where the enemy conld
occasionally be seen from my position. Abont 9 o’clock my battery was
fired upon by two rebel batteries (twelve guns, supposed) at a range of
2,000 yards; it being beyond my range, I wag forced to retire'my bat-
tery, leaving for the time being two pieces on the fleld. Some of the
horses of one of the limbers were severely wounded, and became so
badly frightened by the bursting of the enemy’s shell that the drivers
were unable to control them; they ran to the rear in spite of every effort
made to bring them to the piece. I was not long, however, in recover-
ing both pieces. After repairing the loss of horses in the battory from
the battery and forge wagons, 1 remained quiet in line until about 4
o’clock. T 'was then ordered to take a position on the left, which I did,
I was well supported hy infan » but do not know what troops they
were. 1 commenced firing, at a range of about 700 yards, at what [
sup:posed to be a brigade of the enemy’s infantry holding a point of
woods. T am positive that my battery from this position did the enemy
great ijury; expended 123 rounds. I retired the battery for ammu-
nitlon, and again took & position to the left of my first and near the
creck, Here I engaged a rebel battery at a range of W0 yards, and
succeeded in silencing it, expending 86 rounds. We soon afier crossed
the creek, and remaimed daring the night.
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I am sorry to say that Second Lieut, Richard Jervis, on Wednesday,
at a trying and critical moment, retired a section of my battery without
my order or knowledge, and thai he otherwise behaved badly during
the day. He claimed, on the morning of the second day’s fight, to be
unwell, but said (this was before daylight) if he shounld feel better in
the course of an hour or two he would come out to the tield and report
for duty. This was the last I saw of him until the fight was over, I
am informed that he went back to the rear to one of the hospitals,

First Lieut. Jeremiah Voris and Second Lieut. Samuel Wingor have
my thanks for their efficient service at all times during the engagement;
they were brave and unflinching in the discharge of duty. 1 am also
indebted to Orderly SBergt. William Stokes for the promptness with
which he snpplied the battery with ammunition, My serg‘ea.nt.s(i cor-
porals, and men, with three exceptions, behaved with commendable
coolness and bravery. etall bediont ;

I very res v, your obedient servant,
A0 VEL Tespoctit: ¥ GEORGE ESTEP,
First Iieutenant, Commanding Eighth Indiana Batiery.

Maj. 8. RACE, ) .
Commanding Artillery of First Divigion, Left Wing.

P, 8.—I neglected to state that my loss on the third day was 4 men
wounded, 11 horses killed and disabled.

No. 100.

Report of Oapt. Jerome B. Oox, Tenth Indiana Battery.

JANUARY —, 1863,

On the morning of December 31, I was ordered to move my battery
across the railroad (my left was then resting on the railroad) and pre-
pare for battle. Iimmediately obeyed by crossing and placing the right
section immediately on the left of the railroad, and the left and center
sections about 200 yarda farther north. The entire battery then engaged
& battery of the enemy immediately in front, which we compelled to
cease firing, Simultaneously with this, two other batteries opened upon
us, and shortly afterward were joined by the one that had beeu silenced.
They completely showered the shot and shell, bat with little damage.
This unequal contest was kept up for about four hours, and was only
deviated from on the appearance of heavy columns of their troops, upon
which we would open the entire battery and disperse them in great dis-
order. 'We would then resume the work on their artillery.

About 1 p. m. I relieved one section of the battery at a time for a ghort
time to retire for ammunition. They came up again {o the work sup-
plied with ammunition, when the engagement was renewed somewhat
similar to the fight in the forenoon, except that more frequently we had
to drive back their infantry. ) .

About 30’ clock my ammunition was exhaunsted, with the exeeption
of canister, which I ordered they should hold to disperse a large force
then bearing down on us in front. We held our fire until they were
within 400 yards, when we could completely see the devices on their
colors. We completely broke up their lines and scattered them in great
disorder over the field in front. Being ther only under fire of their bat-
teries, and having no projectiles to reach them, I withdrew from the
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I would also state that John J. Hight, chaplain of the regiment,deserves
commendation for hie efficient services rendered on the field and in the
hospitals, caring for the wounded.

I have to report the following loss in this day’s engagement, to wit:
Second Lieut. Francis B. Blackford, of Company E, was killed while
bravely encouraging his men to fight for their cause. Capts. William
A, Downey and Ashbury H. Alexander, Second Lient. William Adams,
and Lieut. Charles 0. Whiting were all wounded while performing their
luty with great zeal and efficiency at their respective posts. Of enlisted
men killed in action, there were 16, and 73 wounded in such a manner
88 to disable them for present service. There were also 24 men slightly
wounded. =T have also to report 3 men capiored by the enemy, with the
regimental wagons, at some distance from the field of battle, and also 3
men missing ; making a total loss to the regiment as follows: Killed—
commissioned officers, 1; enlisted men, 16, Wounded——commissioned
officers, 4; enlisted men disabled, 73 ; enlisted men missing,3. Total loss
inmthis day’s action, 97; enlisted men captured (not in action),3. Total,
100,

At the close of the action this day, Brigadier-General Hascall being
called to the command of the division, I took command of the bri%ade,
and left the command of the regiment to Lient. Col. James T. Embree,
who has since commanded if.

Respectfully,
GEO. P. BUELL,
QJolonel, Commanding.
Captain KERSTETTER,
Assigiant A djutant-General,

No. 103.

Reports of Col. Frederick A. Bartleson, One hundredth Illinois Infantry,
snoluding shirmishes near La Vergne and on the Murfreesborough pike,
at Stewart’s Oreek Bridge.

IN THE FIELD, AT STEWARTS OREEK,
December 28, 1862,

B81k: I have the honor to report as follows of the part taken by my
ig%izment in the advance on Stewart’s Creek on the 27th December,

‘We advanced on La Vergne in rear of the Twenty-sixth Ohio. After
passing La Vergne some distance, we took the place of the Twenty-sixth
Ohio, relieving their skirmishers. The march in line of battle was very
difficult, owing to the obstacles in the way, and the rain had made the
ground in places very fatigning to be traveled over; the men, however,
advanced very well. After arriving at the point where we are now
bivouacked, near the creek, while the artillery was interchanging shots
with the enemy, by direction of General Hascall, I moved a little tothe
left. In a short time, hearing firing toward the left of our rear, I sent
Captain Munger's company (G) to protect our left flank, inatructing him
to take up his position near the crest of a rise of ground. He did so,
and bad jnst got ready for deploying his men when a force of the enemy’s
cavalry, numbering, perhaps, 50 or 60, came dashing along. Beeing them
coming, Captain Munger ordered his men to fire, and received some
sbota in retarn, when he ordered them to surrender, which they did, some,

[
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however, with great reluctance. All were taken that came up near his
company, but some, who were behind, seeing thosein advance surrender,
whesled to the left behind a house and escaped. The nomber, including
Lieutenant Seawell, Fifty-first Alabama Partisans, who was in command,
taken was 24, besides 12 horses and saddles and 12 guns. A number
of the prisoners, when they saw they must surrender, threw away their
guns. One was wounded fatally and 2 slightly. .

Company B, while skirmishing, took 1 prisoner, who is in charge,
Some ¢f “he horses were taken, I understand, by some other skirmishers,
into whose line they ran, and some got away. None of our men were
wounded, although one or two were struck by spent balls.

Respectfally, yours,
F. A. BARTLESON,
Colonel One hundredth Illinois,
Capt. E. R. KERSTETTER,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fifteenth Brigade, Sizth Division.

Hbgrs. ONE HUNDREDTH ILLINOI® VOL. INFANTRY,
On the Battle-field, near Murfreeshorough, Tean., January 5, 1863.

B8m&: I havethe honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by the One hundredth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry during De-
cember 31, 1862 :

On the morning of December 31, 1862, while a portion of General
Van Cleve’s command were returning from the ford of the ereek (which
up to that time had been guarded by the One hundredth Illinois and
Fifty-eighth Indiana), not carrying out their original intention of croas-
ing, my regiment was ordered to follow, in column of companies, the
Twenty-sixth Ohio, which we did, and, moving with them toward the
right, we at laat took our position in line of battle on the right of the
Fifty-eighth Indiana and in the rear of the Twenty-sizth Ohio, amid a
scene of almost indescribable confusion, other regiments moving among
us, ambalances and wagons hurrying to the rear,and scattered cavalry-
men and negroes, urging their horses to their utmost speed, seeking a
place of safety. We moved with the brigade farther on, until we cane
within the range of the enemy’s cannon, and were exposed for a time
to a heavy cross-fire of artillery.

After remaining thus for a short time, the fire on the right becomiug
momentarily heavier, I moved, in pursnance of orders, across the rail-
road, the regiment resting at right angles with the road, the right wing
on the right of the railroad, and the left wing on the left of it. I neticed
at this time, and shortly before, that our troops on the right were fall-
ing back, belonging, I presume, to General McCook’s corps, and I was
ordered to throw my men parallel to the railroad, which I did.

The bank of the excavation being too high for a part of the regiment
to fire in that position, I ordered them to get out of it and lie down on
the left side of the railroad. The firing in this direction was pretty
heavy, but my men were not called on to reply. I observed some troops
falling back in considerable confunsion. Some of them were rallied and
formed in the excavation we had left, toward my right, but not in any
considerable namber. I am unable to say who they were. At this
point a shell, which killed 5 men of an adjoining regiwent, so affected
my sergeant-major that be is bent to the ground with an injury that
will probably affect him for life.

I had noticed about this time that the firing was drawing near on the
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left of the position I then oecapied, parallel with the railroad, and wag
apprehensive that our troops on the left side of the road might be taken
on the lank, About this time Colonel Hazen, of the brigade, directed
me to file to the left. Asking hiw his name, and being myself con-
vinced of the necessity of the movement, 1 complied, and moved for-
ward in a line at right angles with that just left, until I came up with
the One hundred and tenth Illinois, Colone! Casey. We halted here,
and for a short time participated in a sharp fire of musketry, which
finally ceased, leaving us to bear nothing except a cannorade, which
gradaally lulled. There was another regiment at this time behind us,
but what one I know not. , After a short time this was withdrawn,and
1 was left alone with the One hundred and tenth Illinois.

There was at this point’ an open space (a cotton-field) in our front,
and in a short time I diseovered a large body of the enemy on the other
side, across the field, apparently moving to attack us. The One hundred
and tenth at this time formed on my left. I regarded the sitnation as
extremely perilous, and informed General Hascall, who was not far
gislgant, of the same. He replied that he saw it likewise, but we must

old it.

Shortly after, a force of our own was thrown across the field in our
front, but was soon withdrawn. Informing my men that this was a
good time to show what they were and make a reputation, and announe-
ing my determination to them that they should stay there, I ordered
them forward, and halted them at the edge of the wood. The One
handred and tenth said they would stay with us, and moved likewise.
I commanded the men to lie down, but the enemy, having necessarily
discovered us, opened npon us with a perfect storm of shot, shell, and
grape. A battery of our own in a ghort time replied behind us, and
for the apace of three or four hours the scene was fearful.

Although so mueh exposed, I cannot bat be thankful that we suffered
go little, commensurate with our danger. The most of our loss, however,
wag ineurred here. Second Lieutenant Worthingham was instantly
kilted by @ shell. Second. Lieutenant Mitchell, Company A, was mor-
tally wounded in the hip by a musket or rifle ball, of which he after-
ward died. They were both deserving officers, and did their duty nobly.
Major Hammond had a narrow escape, having the skirts of his coat
torn and a slight wound in the calf of his leg. First Lieut. George Bez
and Second Lieutenant MeDonald, both of Company C, were somewhat
wounded, but I think not severely. First Lientenant Kelley, Company
K, was wounded severely in the right shoulder. Becond Lieutenant
McConnell, Company I, was somewhat bruised by the limb of a tree
striking him on the head, but has sinee returned to duty. The list
accompanying this report will show the number of enlisted men and
others killed and wounded.

Night at 1ast closed in and ended this unequal eombat—unequal, be-
cause our men were compelled, to a great extent, to be spectators and
sufferers without being allowed fo be actors in the scene. T threw out
skirmishers to the front of the regiment, and the men were ordered to
lie down on their arma and forbidden to make fires. Qur skirmisliers
soon came upon the enemy seeking his wounded, and, through misappre-
hension, some of my men took the horse of a rebel surgeon and 4 pris-
oners. 1 sent the horse back, and directed the measenger to say, with-
out mentioning from whom the message came, that it was regretted that
the men were taken, but, under the circumstances, they conld not be
releaged at present, but would be at the first fitting opportunity. The
men themselves were quite pleased at the idea. T'wo more were brought
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in to me, being reported to have given themselves up and to be anxious
to leave the O%nfe%erate service. I questioned them, and finding that
it was entirely voluntary on their part, I sent them to General Haseall,
who took charge of them. I also sent out an ambulance, under charge
of Dr. Woodruff, who brought in a number of our own wounded from the
field. The others the next day I sent to the rear. I had po paper on
which to express the facts; but if they ean be identified hereafter (as
they can be by some of my regiment} they ought to be returned.

Recapitulation of killed and wounded.
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Of the above, one commissioned officer died shortly after. "I have not
included in the above some of those who have been killed and wounded
from among men detailed from the regiment in other parts of the service,

Troops, 1 think, conld not have behaved better than did the One hun-
dredth. Considering that it was a new regiment ; thatsince being mus-
tered into the United States service its time has been almost entirely
consumed in marching, precluding proper opportunities of drilling, and
that its officers generally were new, it must be confessed, I trust a_nd
think, it did well. Where all did well, then, it is unnecessary to specify
individual cases.

tfull
Respeotfully, F. A. BARTLESON,

Colonel One hundredth Illinois Infantry.

Oapt. EDMUND R, KERSTETTER .
Assistant Adjutant-General, hﬁeenth Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS ONE HUNDREDTII ILLINOIS INFANTRY,
January 5, 1863.

The following is a continuation of my report after December 31, 1862,
commenciug with the operations of January 1, being supplementary to
a report just made to General Hascall, through his adjatant-general :

Very early the next morning (January 1, 1863) we were ordered to
change our position, which we did, but nothing was done that day.
About 9 or 10 p, m. an order came to proceed to the front, which we did,
in conjunction with the rest of the brigade, and relieved the Pioneer
Corps, which was on duty there. Eve;_vtfung passed off quietly at
night, but in the morning, while my regiment, which had been in the
front line all night, was being relieved by the Twenty-sixth Ohio, the
enemy opened upon us with artillery. .

Wae took up our position, notwithstanding, and were subjected, for &
considerable space of time, to one of the most severe fires that troops
can experience. The men lay in that position all day, without rations
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that day or the night before, and sunk deep in the mud, This made the
second night without sleep, and, one might say, almost withont food.
Private (eorge H. Atkins, Company K, was killed by a solid shot,
which penetrated him and severed his arm from his body.

‘We were here the spectators, to a considerable extent, of the fight on
the left, which took place on the afternoon of the 2d. Near dark onr
regiment, with the remainder of the brigade, after being formed in line,
and our skirmishers gkirmishing with the enemy, proceeded to ford the
creek on the left, which we did, and at last bivonacked in a terrible rain
for the night.

On the morning of January 3, with the rest of our brigade, we took
our position behind the rail barricades or breastworks, relieving the
Twentieth Brigade, Nothing transpired, except one of the most con-
stant raing, lagting day and night. Early the next morning we recrossed
{0 our present position.

Troops could not have behaved better than did the One hundredth.
Considering that it is a new regiment ; that its time has been mostly
cccupied herstofore in marching, furnishing but small opportunity for
drilling ; that most of its officers were new, it must be acknowledged
that it did good service. Where all do well, it is unnecessary to specify
individual cases.

The é?ﬂowing is a list of the killed : Private George H. Atkins, Com-
pany

The above brings down the report to the time of occupying this
present camp.

.BRespectfully,
F, A. BARTLESON,
Oolonsl One hundredth Illinois Infantry.
QOapt. J. G. ELwooD,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Brigade.

No. 104.
Report of Lieut. Col. James 1. Embree, Fifty-eighth Indiana Infontry.

HpqQra, FIFTY-BIGHETH REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
January —, 1863.
81r: I have the honor to report that the Fifty-eighth Regiment In-
diana Volunteers came nnder my command on the evening of December
31, 1862, after the closs of that day’s action, George P. Buell, colonel of
the regiment, having been called to the command of the brigade.

About daybreak, January 1, 1863, this regiment received orders and
luok position as part of the reserve on the left wing of the army, and
retained that position during the entire day, and consequently was not
in action.

At 10 p. m. of the same day the regiment was posted on the front
line, in the left wing of the army, and retained this position until9 p. m.,
January 2.

Daring this time the regiment was not engaged in action, but was,
about 10 a. m., Jananary 2, subjected to a severe fire from the enemy’s
artillery, discharging into its ranks a large number of solid -shot and
shell, by which 2 enlisted men were severely wounded. '

About b p.m. of this day an attack was made by the cnemy on the

CHay. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN, 487

right flank of the regiment, while the regiment was being moved to a
new position, which it had been ordered to occupy. The front of the
regiment was immediately changed, and skirmishers thrown forward to
meet the skirmishers of the enemy, and soon succeeded in driving the
enemy from the field without loss to the regiment. At 9 p. m., Jannary
2, the regiment, in pursuance of orders received, crossed the river on
the left, and took position on the front line of the left wing of cur army,
which position it held until the morning of Jannary 4, when it was
moved to its preseut position in the field, in the rear of the army.

During the time the regiment held position south of Stone’s River—
the night of the 2d and the day and night of Janumary 3—the regi-
ment was not engaged in action.

The loss of the regiment during the time covered by this report was
bt 2 enlisted men, wounded.

Respectfully,
: JAMES T. EMBREE,
Lioutenant-Colonel, Oomdg. Fifty-eighth Regt. Indiana Vols.

No. 105.

ort of Ool. SBamusl MoKee, Third Kentucky Infantry, of skirmishes
Bep near La Vergne and Stewards Oreek Bridge, Decomber 1.

HEADQUARTERS THIBRD KENTUCEY INFANTRY,
Stewart's Oreek, Tenn., Docember 28, 1862,

Sm: In obedience to the command of Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall,
commanding Fifteenth Brigade, about 10 ¢’clock a. m. on yesterday, at
& point abont one-half mile west of the town of La Vergne, I posted my
regiment in the rear of the Fifty-eighth. Indiana Volunteers, forming the
right of the rear line of the Fifteenth Brigade. In this positionI moved
forward through the town to a point abont 1} miles east, along the right
of the Murfreesborough pike. Here my regiment was ordered forward
to relieve the Fifty-eighth Indians. On taking the position in advance,
thereby becoming the right of the front line, Companies A (Lientenant
Powell}, B %Lieutenant Hogan), and O (Oaptain Ralston), all under the
command of Major Collier, were deployed, and at once thrown forward
to relieve the skirmishers of the Fifty-eighth Indiana. These compa-
nies had no sooner taken their positions and commenced to advance
than they were met by a galling fire from the rebels, ambuscaded be-
hind & dense thicket of cedar. Their fire was promptly retarned with
such effect ag to drive the enemy at once in confugion from their hiding
place. But they heing momnted, whilst we were afoot, were enabled
readily [to avail themselves] of every advantage of position that pre-
sented itself from the time we first met them until we reached this place.
Driven from one shelter they guickly sought another, but at no point
tarried longer than to receive one or two ronnds from their pursners.

Major Collier was constantly, and with great gallantry, riding from
one end of the line to the other, encouraging the skirmishers forward,
and to him is atéributable the fact that we were enabled to steadily [press
forward, though the ground over which we had to pass was a continnous
succession of dense thickets and soft corn ground, both rendered almost
entirely impassable, except by the most devious routes, by a drenching
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rain, which fell apon us in torrents, from the time my regiment took the
front until reaching this point, a distance of about 33 miles.

During the advance the enemy were dislodged from not less than five
or six of their biding places. They frequently retaived their fire until
we kad approached within less than 100 paces. They having the ad-
vantage of both short range and deliberate aim, yet wo were so shielded
by an overruling Providence that not a single casualty happened my
entire regiment, though several were known to befall the enemy. But
their number I have no means of ascertaining.

Of all the achievements of the day, that happening at this point was
the most fortunate for the snccessful advance of the army, and the one
for which the parties engaged should be most commended. On ap-
proaching Stewart’s Oreek, which at this place it is almost impossible
to ford at this season, the skirmishers discovered that the retreating
rebels had, some moments before, fired the bridge; the flames were al-
ready reaching high in the air; our battery and one of the enemy, both
posted on the pike oun opposite sides of the bridge, were shelling each
other, many of the missiles from both falling on and near the bridge,
and within rifle shot on the east of the creek stood a company of rebel
cavalry. The moment was critical. Captain Ralston called for volun-
teers to extingunish the flames. Withont the Ieast hesitation, Major
COollier’s entire line, with a number of the Twenty-sixth Ohio, then near
the same point, rushed forward, and in & moment extingnished the flame
and saved the bridge, all escaping unhurt,

I was soon after ordered by General Hascall to post my entire regi-
ment as & guard to the bridge, I at once moved up the rest of my com-
mand, and have them now posated at this point.

Very respectfally,
. SAM, MoKEE,
Oolonel, Commanding Third Kentucky Infontry.

Oapt. EpyMoND R. KERSTETTER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 106.
Reports of Maj. Daniel R. Collier, Third Keniucky Infantry.

HpgRrs. THIRD REGIMENT KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

S1e: By order of Brig. Gen. Milo 8. Hascall, commanding brigads, 1
herewith submit a report of the part taken by tlie Third Regiment Ken-
giekys'sgolunteers in the action at this place on Wednesday, December

1862,

At 10 a. m. the regiment was ordered to form, and was marched to
ita first position on the east of the railroad, fronting toward the right
of our army, where the battle wae raging fiercest, and our forces, oyer-
whelmed by superior nnmbers, were falling back, contesting stubbornly,
inch by ineh, the ground which they were forced to give up. Our regi-
ment, with the Twenty-sixth Regiment Ohio Volonteer Infantry on our
right, formed the front line, while the Fifty-eighth Regiment Indiana
Volunteers, with the One hundredth llinois Volunteers on its right,
formed the second line.

‘We lay in that position until abont 10.30 o’clock, when we were ox-
dered to the front to the support of Colonel Hazen’s -f)rigade, which waa

3
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being attacked by greatly superior numbers. We crossed the railroad,
apd, marching by the right flank at double-quick, filed to the right
across the tarompike, and formed in an open field on the right of the
Ninth Indiana, of Colonel Hazen’s brigade, our left resting on the tura-
pike. The men were ordered to lie down, and immediately the firing
commenced, the enemy having advanced in two lines to within 200
yarda of our position.

‘We held our position under a galling cross-fire nptil 1 p. m., when, a
regiment which had formed on our right giving way, we were ordered
to fall back about 25 yards across the turnpike, to guard against a flank
movement which the enemy threatened from the woods on our right.

We occupied our new position about an hour, when, our ammunitien
having been entirely experided and the guns becoming so foul that it
was impossible to load them, we were ordered to fall behindthe rail-
road, about 50 yards in rear of our old position, to fix bayonets and
receive the enemy, should they approach nearer, with cold steel.

‘We lay in thia position antil 4 p. m., when we were ordered to the rear
to replenish ounr stock of ammunnition and clean the guns. We marched
half a mile to the rear, and had scarcely filled our eartridge.-boxes and
wiped out the guns when we were called upon by the commanding officer
of battery to support him againat a strong force of the enemy,
who were approaching our left from the east side of the river. A few
rounds from the battery caused the enemy to retire.

‘We were in line on the left of the battery when General Rosecrans
came up, and in person ordered us to advance and take position in a
corn-fleld within about 200 yards of the river, This position we held
until about 2 a. m. of Thursday, the men lying on their arms,

The regiment went into the figlft with Samuel MoKee, colonel com-
manding; Maj. Daniel R. Collier, acting lientenant-colonel, and Adjt.
W. A. Bullitt, acting major. There were in the regiment 13 officers of
the line and 300 men, rank and file.

Colonel McKee fell at 11 o’clock, after we had been engaged half an
honr, and when the contest was at his height. A minie ball striking
him over the right eye, he fell from his horse and expired almost im-
medjately. A truer patriot, a braveér man, or better Christian never
fell fighting in defense of truth and liberty—worshipped by his men,
regpected and loved by the officers, our colonel wounld have desired no
fitter mansolenm than that in the midst of dead and dying comrades.

I was wounded twice during the engagement, but did not leave the
field. The horse of Adjutant Bullitt was shot under him. Our hos-
pital was captured by the enemy about 12 m., and our surgeon, Heetor
Owens, was taken prisoner, but released after having been kept four
days. Our men and officers, without exception, acted bravely, and to
give you a list of those who distingunished themselves would be but to
give yon our muster-roll.

Oat of 13 officers of the line, 9 were disabled ; of the enlisted men,
there were killed, 12; wounded, 77; missing, 34. Total, 123.

Many of the wounded have died since the report was coropiled. The
Bmﬂlber of killed and wounded is here stated as it was the day of the

ght.

Respectfully,
DANIEL R. COLLIER,

Major, Commanding Third Kentucky Volumteer Infantry,

Oap'. EDMUND B. KERSTETTER,
Assistant Adjutant General, Fifteenth Brigade.
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD KENTUOKY VOLUNTEERS,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

arder of Col. George P, Buell, I herewith submit a report
taken by the Third Regiment Kentucky Volunteers in the
wrsday, January 1.
of Colone! Baell, I moved my regiment, at 2 a. m., west of
, and formed on the right of the One hundredth Illinois, the
Indiana and Twenty -sixth Ohio in our rear. 'We remained
, ready at any time to meet an attack, bat nothing of note
with the exception of an occasional shell passing over the
hich we shielded ourselves from by lying flat on the ground.
. we moved to a skirt of woods gbout 500 yards to the front,
| the Third Battalion of Pioneers, where we remained during

anuary 2, we remained in the position cccupied the night
d during part of the time were under a heavy fire from the
teries.

. m. we marched, with the balance of the brigade, across the
.we formed in line in an open field. After standing under
ae time in a drenching rain, we withdrew to a skirt of woods
of our position, where we bivonacked for the night,
Janunary 3, about 7 a. m., we marched to the front, and took
he second line in rear of the fortifications, where we remained
1 p. m., when we moved forward and occupied the position
ield by the Fifty-eighth Indiana, where we remained until
le

‘anuary 4, we recrossed fhe river about 2 a. m., and went
n the west of the railroad. The day was mostiy spent in
o and burying the dead.

setfully, yours,
DANIEL R. COLLIER,
Major, Commanding.
3. ELwooD,
7 Assistant A djutant- General, Fifteenth Brigade.

No. 107.

apt. William H. Squires, Twenty-sizth Ohio Infaniry t'nolud:gg, ¢
at La Vergne and on the Murfreesborough pike, at Stewart's
ige.

QRS TWENTY-8IXTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
In Field, near La Vergne, December 28, 1862,

ve the honor to report the following as the part performed
ity-sizth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under my command, on
tant: -
1 and 12 o’clock I first received orders to form the regiment
itle, and deploy my flanking companies as skirmishers. Thig
ted, and the order to advance being given, my skirmishers
1 to enter La Vergne at a double-quick. On reaching the
town, the firing on them became very severe, and at this
ived the order to advance my regiment at a double-gnick
¢ town, This was performed by the regiment to my entire
Having passed the town, the regiment, owing to the dense
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woods and the difficnlty of seeing our proper position, obliqued too far
to the left, and a part of it was thrown on the left of the railroad, and
encountered considerable opposition from a force of the enemy’s cav-
alry, which were finally driven forward. After dispersing this body of
cavalry, I received orders to move over to the turnpike, which I did,
and was there relieved by the One hundredth [1linois Volonteers, which
I was then ordered to support. I then advanced on a line with the
Fifty-eighth Indiana to the present point, and, in obedience to or-
ders, was moving my regiment to the rear for the purpose of camp-
ing, when I received orders to change front and form on line with the
One hundredth illinois, to cut off the retreat of the enemy’s cavalry,
which, at this time, were endeavoring to escape by cutting their way
throngh to the turnpike in advance of our forces. This force of the
enemy having escaped by passing to the left of the line, I was ordered
to camp my regiment. I regret to report the following loss of enlisted
men in my regiment, nearly all of which occurred during the execution
of the order to charge throngh the town, viz: Company A, 1 man
wounded ; Company B, 2 wounded ; Company C, 1 wounded; Company
D, 2 wounded; Company F, 1 killed and 2 wonnded; Company E, 4
wounded; Company I, 8 wounded ; Company K, 2 wounded ; total, 17
wounded and 1 killed. In considering the circumstances under which
the regiment went into the engagement, to wit, with but 1 acting field
officer, 1 acting staff officer, 11 commissioned, live officers, and 380 men,
under arms, and the fact of the men being heavily laden, their clothes
and contents of knapsacks being very wet, I have every reason to be
satisfied with their conduct. I would also report the fact that Captain
Ewing, of Company B, and in command of my skirmishers, not having
received the order to return to the regiment when relieved by the com-
panies of the One hundredth Illinois, remained in advanee of the skir-
mishers of the One hundredth, and, with the men under his command
and the asgistance of & few of the skirmishers of the Third Kentucky,
saved the bridge & half a mile to our front and on the main pike. Not
having received any report from the surgeons in charge of my woanded,
I am unable to state the character of their wounds, though most of them

are reported to be severe. In numbers, however, I believe the liat of .

casualties to be perfectly correct.

My company officers deserve my mos$ sincere thanks for their efforts
a.m.’l1 the succeas attained in keeping the men well in hand and perfectly
cool.

I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully,
. W, H. SQUIRES,
Commanding Twenty-sizth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Capt. EnMunD R. KERSTETTER.

Hp3rs. TWENTY-SIXTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
In Field, Januery 5, 1863,

Sik: I have the honor to report the following movements on the part
of the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry on Janunary 1:

At an early hour in the morning I was ordered to fall back with my
regiment from the position in which I had been placed by Colonel Wag-
ner and join the Fifteenth Brigade. We were then drawn back and
formed a reserve near and at right angles to the railroad.

At night the regiment was thrown across the railroad and into a hol-
low, for the purpose of allowing the men to build fires.
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At-9 p. m, we were ordered forward to relieve che Pioneer Brigade,
and the regiment wag formed in rear of the Fifty-eighth Indiaua as a
support. This position was held all night. There were no casualties
in the regiment on this day.

On the morning of January 2, the regiment was ordered forward to
relieve the One hundredth Illinois and support the Eighth Indiana Bat-
tery, on our left lank, and the Board of Trade Battery, on the center and
right. Immediately after taking this position the batteries of the enemy
opened on our artillery, and severe fighting ensued.

During the day the enemy’s skirmisbers, advancing under cover, an-
noyed our line, and were twice driven back by our own skirmishers.
Immediately after sundown the regiment, with the brigade, were thrown
across the creek, and, being held in reserve, were thrown back into the
woods and allowed fires.

The casnalties of this day were 2 men killed and 8 wonnded, most of
which were caused by the artillery of the enemy.

On the morning of January 3, the regiment was ordered to relieve
the Sixty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry and occupy the breastworks
built daring the previous night. In this position the regiment remained
during the day and night, nothing of interest occurring and no casual-
ties taking place.

On the morning of January 4, the regiment recrossed the creek and
was placed in camp in the present position.

In conclusion, I will add that the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer In.
fantry entered into the engagement of December 31 with 374 guns, and
loet during the interval & total of 1 commissioned officer killed and 2
wounded, and 9 enlisted men killed.and 72 wounded. Many others
were struck, and so slightly wounded as not to unfit them for daty, and
are, therefore, not mentioned in this report.

I cannot mention in particular any of my officers, as each one seemed
to vie with the other in deeds and examples of good conduct. The men,
with a very few exceptions, behaved nobly, though a few, I regret to
say, skulked to the rear.

I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully, .
: W. H. SQUIRES,
Oaptain, Commanding Twenty-sizth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Qaptain ELwooD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifteenth Brigade.

No. 108.

Report of Col. Qeorge D. Wagner, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry, command
ing Second Brigade. ’

Hpqes. SECOND Brilg., First DiIv., LEFT WING,
DEPABRTMENT OF THE CUMBEELAND,
On the Field, near Murfreesborough, Temn., January 6, 1863.

Sie: I have the honor to report the following as to the position and
part taken by my brigade in the great battle of the last few days:

On the morning of the 31st ultimo my command was formed in order
of battle, the right resting on the Murfreesborough road, about 2 miles
froni the town, and the left resting to the left of the railrcad; one
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section of Cox’s battery commanding the pike, the remainder of the
battery posted so as to command either side of the railroad.

While in this position I received an order to move forward. My
skirmishers immediately became engaged with the enemy, and the
enemy’s artillery shelling my lines. There was a fearful battle going
on af this time on ounr extreme right. I received orders to proceed no
farther, but, if attacked, to hold my position. Geperal Hascall’s and
Colonel Harker’s brigades were posted on my left, but were soon after
withdrawn; this made it necessary to extend my lines to the left, so ag
to prevent the enemy crossing Stone’s River at a ford which had been
held by Colonel Harker, and that I was now ordered to hold at all
hagards by General Wood.

1 accordingly moved all my brigade to the left of the railroad, with
one section of Cox’s battery at the railroad ; the other sections were
posted directly in front of the ford, on the crest of a hill, supported by
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, and in snch position as to rake
the front both to the right and left. Directly in front of this position,
on the opposite side of the river, on an elevation defended by earth-
works, were posted two of the enemy’s batteries and a large force of
infantry, under command of General Breckinridge, This was mainly
the position of my command when the enemy made the first vigorons
asssult in front, which, after a long and continued struggle, was re-
i[_)ulsed with great slaughter of the enemy, but to return in atill greater
oree.

Learning that Generazl Hascall, on the right of the road, was hard
pressed, I sent the Ninety-seventh Ohio to re-enforce him, which did

service as they took position on the flank, and were sheltered by
the nature of the ground from the fire of the enemy, and which pre-
vented the enemy from raking our lineg from the woeds on the right.
Colonel Lane maintained this position throughout the day. The enemy
at this time had gained the woods on this side of the river, and I
ordered the Fifteenth Indiana, supported by the Fifty-seventh Indiana,
to advance to meet them. Captain Cox’s bhattery, supported by the
Fortieth Indiana, opened on them with canister and soon drove them
back. At the same time they were repulsed in front by General Has-
¢all, but only to return, as before, in greater force, this time evidently
determined to earry my position, as a brigade was thrown on this side
of the river, under cover of the woods in my front, at only about 300
yards distant.

Cox's battery had exhausted nearly all of their ammunition, and had
tried in vain to procure more, which made it necessary for me to rely
mainly on the infantry to dislodge the enemy from this position. I pre-
ferred making the attack myself rather than waiting an assaunlt from
them. I ordered forward the Fifteenth Indiana, supported by the Fifty-
seventh Indiana, being all the troops I had in hand, the Fortieth Indiana
being hotly engaged on the right of the railroad, with the left resting
upon the river, 8o as to completely enfilade the enemy’s line.

At this time Colonel Hines and Lieutenant-Colonel Leunard, of the
Fifty-seventh Indiana, were seversly wounded, and had fo leave the
field. From this position I directed Lieutenant-Oolonel Woed, com-
manding Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, to charge the enemy at a double-
quick, and nobly did he and his men execute the order, killing, wound-
ing, and capturing nearly one entire regiment, and driving two others
in utter ront from the field ; and nobly was the movement seconded by
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, althongh they had lost all their
field officers; they poured volley atter volley into the ememy, thereby
alding greatly to the snccess of the movements. QOaptain Cox's battery
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gave lthcam the last shot they had in the locker, thereby making the rout
complete.

The Fifteenth Indiana lost in this charge about 30 killed and near 100
wounded; but the rebels were not yet whipped, as they returned again
in force, my infantry slowly retiring and fighting their way back. By
this time we were prepared for their reception,as Captain Cox had pro-
cured some ammunition, and I ordered Lieutenant Estep’s Eighth In-
diana Battery into position with four guns; when the enemy came
within canister range, they were literally swept away and driven back
in utter confusion. The artillery was supported af this time by the
Twenty-sixth Ohio, under command of the gallant Major Sqnires.

Night coming on put an end to the conilict; and allow me to say I
found my command as far to the front as they were in the morning, and
the noble dead of this brigade lay nearer the enemy’s position than that
of any other. It must be remembered that during the entire day the
enemy’s guns directly in my front, at 1,000 yards distant, and defended
by earthworks from the effect of our artillery, kept up & continual tire
of shot and shel), and every movement of my troops had to be made
auder this fearful ire. And I desire thus publiely to state of the men
of my command that in this trying ordeal they proved themselves
soldiers of the highest order. They remained in this position during
the night without fire, shivering with cold as they lay upon the bloody
field, yet not a murmur escaped them.

To Oaptain Cox’s battery, officers and men, I am greatly indebted for
the result of this day; they were under & continual fire, and much of it
a crose-fire from the enemy’s artillery, which was securely protected,
while Oaptain Cox was in an open fleld, without even a tree to screen
him from view; yet when their ammunition was exhausted the only
ary of the captain and his men was for more ammunition.

The morning of the 1at,in accordance with orders from General Has-
call, I formed my command on the right of Colonel Beatty’s division,
whose left rested upon the river, some half a mile to the rear of the
position of the day before, with Colonel Harker upon my right. -Boon
after daylight the enemy attacked us warmly, but were soon driven off
by the acrtillery.

My advance still held the grove on the left of my position of the 31st
altimo, which the enemy seemed determined to drive me from. I re-
enforced this point and held it during the day, although repeatedly
attacked by the enemy, _ '

Things remained in this position until the morning of the 2d. The
enemy having, during the night, thrown across the river in our front &
large force, they opened upon our lines with a fearful storm of artillery,
which, however, did but little execution on my lines, but was directed
to Colonel Barker's command, on my right. They were soon ailenced
and driven off by our artillery. The enemy again attempted to drive
my men from the woods on the left, I obtained re-enforcements for
that position from General Cruft, which enabled us to hold thatposition
until the attack in the evening, made npon Colonel Beatty, when 1 was
ordered by General Hascall to cross the river to his support. ‘When
we arrived on the opposite side the enemy were already repulsed.

Night coming on, we lay upon the fleld. The troops under my comw-
mand were not engaged on the 4th.

Allow me, in closing this report, to say that, with one single excep-
tion, the commanders of regiments and field officers showed themselves
worthy of the positions they hold. Lieuntenant-Colonel Wood, Fifteenth
Indiana, had his horse shot under him ; Colonel Lane, Ninety-geventh
Ohio, bebaved with the coolness of a veteran ; Lieutenant-Colonel Neff,

v

Umar, XXXTL} THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 495

commanding Fortieth Indiana Volunteers, unfortunately was wounded
early in the action, devolving the command on Major Leaming, to whom
I am ander obligations for the manner in which he handled his regi-
ment; Colonel Hines, Fifty-seventh Indiana, was wounded about the
middle of the afternoon, while at the head of his regiment, gallantly
leading them to the attack of the enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Lennard
was wounded about the same time, devolving the command of that regi-
ment on. Captain McGraw, who deserves special commendation for the
manner in which he performed his trust.

It is impossible for me to name the officers who did well, as they
pearly all did so, but will leave with the regimental commanders the
daty of doing them justice, but must be allowed to pay one last tribute
to the noble dead, Captains Foster and Templeton, of the Fifteenth In-
diana, who fel! while leading their men in the charge upon the foe.
May their country not forget them.

The exception above alluded to in my commendation of officers was
Col. J. W. Blake, Fortieth Indiana Volunteers, who, upon the field, be-
came 8o intoxicated as to be entirely unfit for duty. I ordered him to
report to General Wood under arrest, since which time I have not seen
him, but report says he is in Nashville a paroled prisoner. This was
about noon on the 31at, before his regiment had become engaged.

The casualties are as follows:

The Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers—officers killed, 2; wounded, 7;
enlisted men killed, 36; wounded, 136; missing, 7. Total killed,
wounded, ahd missing, 188,

The Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers—oflicers wounded, 6; enlisted
men killed, 11; wounded, 55; missing, 6. Total killed, wonnded, and
missing, 78,

_The Fortieth Indiana Volunteers—officers wounded, 5; enlisted men
k:]leg,5 4; wounded, 63 ; missing, 13. Total killed, wounded, and miss-
ng, 80. :

The Ninety-seventh Ohio Volunteers—enlisted men killed, 3;
wounded, 15; missing, 6. Total killed, wounded, and missing, 24.

Total number of men of the brigade killed, wounded, and missing,
375; total number of men engaged, 1,475; number of men for duty on
the morning of the 2d, 1,100.

. The Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers captured 171 prisoners, most of
them belonging to the Thirteenth Louisiana.

The members of my personal staff present on the field, Capt. Henry
O, Tinney, acting essistant adjutant-general; Captain Warren and
Lient. W. M, Casterline, aides-de-camp, and of my escort, rendered me
efficient service during the engagement, frequently carrying orders
through such a storm of bullets that it was extremely doubtful whether
they would live to deliver them.

‘Which is respectfully submitted.

Your obedient servant,
G. D. WAGNER,
Colonel, Commanding.

No. 109.
Report of Lieut. Ool, Gustavus A. Wood, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry.

FrTEENTH REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

Sm=: I have the honor o present you herewith a report of the opers-




