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LEFT WING.

Maj. Gen. THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN,

FimsT (LATE SIXTH)} DIVISION,

2,

Pt (late Fifteenth) Brigade.

El.) Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HasGALL,
2.} Col. GEoroE P. BURLL.

100th Ilinois, Col. Frederick A. Bartleson.
58th Indians :
Col. George P. Buell.
Lient. Col. James T. Embree.
3d Kentucky:
Col. Samuel McKee,
Maj. Daniel R, Collier.
26th Ohio, Capi. William H, Sqnires.

El.} Brig. Gen. TromMas J. WooD,
Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HASCALL,

Second (lats Twenty-first) Brigade.
Col. GEORGE D. WAGNER,
15th In%;anz, Lieut. Col. Gusiavus A

ood.
40th Indiana :
Col. Joha W. Blake,
geytﬁCoL Elias Neff.
. Henry Leaming,
b7th Indi:Jna: i
Col. Cyrus C, Hinea,
Lieunt. Col. George W. Lennard,
Capt. John 8. MeGraw,
97th Ohio, Col, John Q. Lana.

Third (late Twentieth) Brigade.

Col, CHARLES G. HARXER,

6lst Indiana, Col. Abel D, Streight.
734 Indiana, Col Gilbert Hathaway.
13th Michigan, Col. Michael Shoemaker,

65

64th Ohio, Lisut. Col. Alexander Mollvain.
th Chio:

Lieut. Col. Alexander Caagil.
Maj. Horatio N, Whitbeck.

Artillory.*

Maj. 8rYMOUR Rack.

8tk Indiana Battery, Lieut George Estep.
10th Indians Battery, Capt. Jerome B, Cox.
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Cuallen Bradley.

8x0OND (LATE FourTH) DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. JorN M. PALMER.

First (late Twenty-second) Brigade.
Brig. Qen. CHARLES CRUFT.

3lst Indians, Col. John (sborn.
15t Keniucky, Col. David A. Enyart,

2 Kentuoky, Col. Thomas D.” Serige- i
i r
b

wick.
90th Ohio, Col. Isaac N. Ross.

Sescond (late Ninctoonih) Brigads,
Col. WiLLiam B. Hazew,

110th Ilinois, Col, Thomas 8. Casey.

9th Indiana, Col. William H. Blake.
6th Kti\;lhucky, Col. Walter C. Whiia

or.
41st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley.

* The Eighth Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Beo-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to the Third Brigade.

]

[—
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Third (late Tenth) Brigade.
Col. WiLLiaM GROSE.

84th Illinois, Col. Louis H. Waters.
36th Indiana:

Maj. Isaac Kinley.

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.
#d EKentucky, Maj. Themnas H. Hamrick.

6th Qhio, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:

ﬁol. Frederick C. Jones.

j. He T .
C:f)t. E:orgh ‘Weller.
Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill.

Artillery.
Capt. WILLIAM E. BTANDART.

1st Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E. Standart.
1st Ohio, Battery F .
Capt. Dantel T. Cockerill.
Lient. Norval Ogbarn.
4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C. Parsops.

THIRD (LaTE Frers) DIVISION,

(1.) Brig. Gen. HoraTro P. Vax CiEVE,
(2.) Col, SBAMUEL BEATTY.

First (late Eleventk) Brigade. 8econd (late Fourtoenth) Brigads.
51. Col. SAMUEL BEATTY. Col. Jamzs P. FYFFE.
2.) Col. BERJaMIN (., GRIDER.
44th Indiana:

79th Indians, Col. Frederick Knefler.
9th Kentuocky :
Col, Benjamin C. Grider.
Lieut. Col. George H. Cram.
11th Eentucky, Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley.
19th Ohio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson.

Col. William C. Williams.

Lieot. Col, Simeon C, Aldrich,
86th Indiana, Lieut. Col. George F. Diek.
13th Ohio:

Col. Joseph G. Hawkins.

Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.
59th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William Howard.

Third (late Twenly-tMrd) Brigade.
Col. BAMUEL W. PRICE.

35th Indians, Col. Bernard F. Mullen.
8th Eentucky:
Lieut. Col. Renben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddus.
218t Kentucky, Lieut, Col. James C. Evans.
51st Ohio, Lieat. Col. Richard W, Mc¢Clain,
99th Ohio;
Col. Peter T. Swaine.
Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins,

Artillery.
Capt. GRORGE R. BwALLOW.
7th Indiana Battery, Cal?t. George R. Bwallow,

Pennsylvania, Battery B (26th), Lieut. Alanson J. Btevens.
3d Wisconein Battery, Lient. Cortland Livingston.
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the movement of the army till another could be constructed, the stream
tot being fordable at or near that point.

Shortly after this the enemy retired, and the Third Kentucky was
ordered to hold the bridge, which they do at this time. Havihg accom-
plished the work set before me, 1 was about arranging my men in camp,
and had got the One hundredth Illinois in position to cover the front of
my proposed camp, and the Twenty-sixth Ohio in position, when I found
myself suddenly attacked on my left flank by a force of the enemy’s cav-
alry,-who were endeavoring to eut their way to the bridge. I immedi-
ately ordered the Twenty-sixth to change front forward on the left eom-
pany, to resist the attack in that direction. This repulsed the attack.
Captain Munger’s company, of the One hundredth Tlinois, bad been
sent to the left to protect the flank of the regiment, and the enemy en-
deavored to cut them off and take them prisoners. The company tuarned
upon them, fired, and demanded their surrender; which,being declined,
they pressed upon them, drove them into the fence corners, and cap-
tured 24 of them, including Lient. J. J. Seawell. They called themselvea
“Alabama Partisan Rangers.” With them were captured 12 horses and
saddles and 12 guns. The residue of them made their escape by flight.
We took 10 or 12 other prisoners during the day, which I sent to the
rear. I am not aware how much force we were contending with dering
the day, but we took prisoners from six or seven different regiments,
principally Tenneseee regiments. .

* For more minute particulars of the parts performed by the different
regiments and the battery, I refer you to their reports, inclosed.

All my officers and men did their daty nobly, and I f’eel that it would
be unjost to particularize. How much credit we all deserve, I leave for
yourself and others to determine. ] )

To my staff officers, Capt. Edmund R. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant-

neral ; Oaptain Roberts, of the Third Kentucky, commissary ; Lieut.
ﬁmes E. Hume, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Warner, inspector.gen-
eral, I am under peculiar obligations,

The casualties are as follows :

One of the wounded has sinee died, and 4 or 3 more are thought to be
mortally wounnded. )

The enemy’s loss, that fell into our hands, were 4 killed and 5 wounded.
We hear of many other killed and wounded being taken to the rear by
them,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

: MILO 8. HASCALL

 Reigadier-General of Vols., Gomdy. First Division. Left Wing.

Qapt. M. . BesTow, o )
Assistant Adjutanit-General, First Division, Left Wing.
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HpQRs. FIRsT BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, LEFT WING,
Near Murfrecsborough, Tenn., January 6, 1363,

Sk : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions oI’ my brigade (formerly the Fifteenth Brigade, Sixth Division, but
under the new nomenclatore the First Brigade, First Division, left
wing) ou the eveutful 318t of December, 1862:

During the night of the 30th, I had received notice, through General
Wood, our division commander, that the left wing (Crittenden’s COTPS)
would cross Stone’s River and attack the enemy on his right. My bri-
gade was posted on the extreme left of our entire line of battle, and was
goarding and overlooking the ford, over which we were to cross.

On the morning of the 3ist, heavy firing was heard on the extreme
right of our line (McCook’s corps), but as they had been fighting their
way all the distance from Nolensville, as we had from La Vergne, no
particular importance was attached to this, and I was getting my bri-
gade into position ready to cross as soon as General Van Cleve's divis-
ion, which was then crossing, was over. Al this time the firing on the
right became heavier and apparently nearer to us, and onr fears began
to be aroused that the right wing was being driven rapidly back apon
us. At this janeture Van Cleve halted his division, and the most terri-
ble state of suspense pervaded the entire left, as it became more and
more evident that the right was being driven rapidly back upon us.

On and on they came, till the heaviest fire was getting nearly around
to the pike leading to Nashville, when General Rosecrans appeared in
person, and ordered me to go with my brigade at once to the support of
the right, pointing toward our rear, where the heaviest fire was raging,
General Van Cleve’s division and Colonel Harker's brigade, of our divis-
ion, received the same order. I atonce changed the front of my brigade
to the rear, preparatory to starting in the new direction, but had not
proceeded more than 200 yards in the new direction before the crowd
of fugitives from the right wing became s0 numerons, and the fleeing
mule teams and horsemen so thick, that it was impossible for me to go
forward with my command withont its becoming a confused mass. I
therefore halted and awaited developments.

General Van Cleve and Colonel Harker, not meeting with so much
opposition, pressed forward and got into position beyond the railroad,
ready to open on the enemy as soon as our fugitives were out of the
way. They scon opened fire, joined by some batteries and troops be-
longing to the center (General Thomas’ corps) and Estep’s battery, of
wy brigade, and, after about one hour’s firing along this new line, dor-
ing whiel: time | was moving my command from point to poiut, ready
to sapport any troops that most needed it, the onslaught of the enemy
seemed to be in a great measure checked, and we had reasonable prob-
ability of maintaining this line. During all this time 1y men were ex.
posed to a severe fire of shot and shell from a battery on the other side
of the river, and several were killed. |

About this time an aide of General Palmer came gallopiug up to me
and said that, unless he could be supported, his division would have to
give way. Palmer’s division formed the right of General Crittenden’s
line of battle ou the morning of the 31st. After consulting with Gen-
cral Wood, he ordered mo to send a regiment to support General Pal-
wer; accordingly 1 sent the Third Kentucky Regiment, commanded by
lient. Col, Samupel McKee.

Before the regiment had been ten minutes in its new position, Capain
Kerstetter, my adiatant-garsral, reported to me that Colone! McKee had
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been killed, and the regiment badly cut up. I therefore moved at once,
with the other three regiments of my command, te their relief, )

The line they were trying to hold was that part of our original line
of battle lying immediately to the right of the railroad. This portion
of our original line, about two regimental fronts, together with two
fronts to the left, held by Colonel Wagner’s brigade, was all of our
criginal line of battle but what our troops had been driven from; and
if they succeeded in carrying this they would have turned our left, and
a total rout of our forces could not then have been avoided.

Seeing the importance of the position, I told my men it mest be held,
even if it cost the last man we had. I immediately sent in the Twedty-
sixth Ohio, commanded by the gallant Maj. William H. Squires, to take
position on the right of the Third Kentuocky, and support them, and
dispatched an aide for Estep’s Eighth Indiana Battery to come to this
point and open on the enemy. No. sooner had the Twenty-sixth got
into position than they became hotly engaged, and the numerons dead
and wounded that were immediately brought to the rear told how des-
perate was the contest. .

The gallant Lieutenant McClelland, of that regiment, was brought to
the rear mortally wounded, and expired by my side in less than five
minutes from the time the regiment took position ; still the fight went
on, and still brave men wentdown. TheThird Kentucky, now redueed
to less than one-half its original numbers, with ten out of its fourteen
remaining officers badly wounded, wg;?l atill bravely at work.

In less than ten minutes after the. of Lientenant-Colonel MoKee,
the gallant Maj. Daniel B. Collier, of that regiment, received two severe
wounds—one in the leg and the other in the breast. Adjutsnt Bullitt
had his horse shot under him ; but nothing could induce either of them
to leave the field. Equally conspicucus and meritorious was the con-
duct of Major Squires and Adjutant Franklin, of the Twenty-sixth Okio.
Major Squires’ horse was shot three times through the neck ; never-
theless, he and all his officers stood by throughout, and most gallantly
sustained and encouraged their men, . i . )

Estep’s battery came up in due time, and, taking position on a little
rise of ground in rear of the Twenty-sixth Ohio and Third Kentucky,
- opened a terrible fire of shot and shell over the heads of our infantry.

In about one hour after the Twenty-sixth Ohio got into position this
terrible attack of the enemy was repulsed, and they drew back into the
woods, and under cover of an intervening Iull, to reform their shattered
columns and renew the attack. .

I now took a survey of the sitnation, and found that along the entire
line to the right and left of the ra.i.l.roa&, which had not yet been carried
by the enemy, I was the only general officer present, and was, there.
fore, in command, and respongible for the conduct of affairs. Colonel
Hazen, commanding a brigade in General Palmer’s division, was present
with his brigade, to the left of the railroad, and Colonel Grose, com-
manding another brigade in the same division, was also present with
what there was left of his brigade, and most nobly did he go-operate
with me with the Sixth and Twentyfoarth Ohio, to the right of the
railroad, while Oolonel Wagner, commanding the Second Brigade, in
the First Division, left wing, nobly sustained his front, assisted by
Colonel Hazen, to the left of the.railroad. .

I now relieved the Third Kentucky Regiment, which was nearly anni-
nilated and out of ammunition, with the Fifty-eighth Indiana Regiment,
of my brigade, commanded by Col. George P. Buell, and this, being a
much larger regiment than the Third Kentucky, filled up the entire
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gpace from where the right of the Third Kentacky rested to the rail-
road. T then threw forward the right of the Sizth Ohio Regiment, of
Colonel Grose’s brigade, which was on tho right of the Twenty-sixth
Ohio, so that its line of battle was more nearly perpendicular to the
railroad, and so that its fire would sweep the front of the Twenty-sizth
Ohio and Fifty-eighth Indiana, and supported the Sixth Ohio with
Estep’s battery, on a little eminence to its right, and bronght up the
Ninety-seventh Ohio, Colonel Lane, from Wagners brigade, to still
farther strengthen the right.

This disposition being made, I galloped a little to the rear, and found
General Rosecrans, and called his attention to the importance of the
position I was holding, and the necessity of keeping it well supported.
He rode to the front with me, approved the disposition 1 had made,
spoke a few words of encouragement to the men, cantioning them to
hold their fire till the enemy got well up, and had ne sconer retired than
the enemy emerged from the woods and over the hill, and were woving
upon us in splendid style and in immense force. As soon as they came
in sight, the Sixth and Twenty-sixth Ohio and Estep’s battery opened
on them, and did splendid execution. But on they cawe till within 100
yards of our line, when Colonel Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, who
lost 3 mem, but had uot fired a shot, ordered his men to fire. The effect
was indescribable. The enemy fell in windrows, and went staggering
back from the effects of this unexpected volley.

Soon, however, they came up again and sssanlted us furiously for
abount one and a half hours ; -but the men all stood their ground nobly,
and at the end of that time compelled the enemy to retire as before.

During the beat of this attack a heavy cross-fire was bronght to -bear
on the position 1 oceupied, and Corpl. Frank Moyer, Third Ohio Volan-
teer Cavalry, in command of my escort, was shot through the leg, and
my adjutant-general, Capt. E. R. Kerstetter, was shot through his coat,
grazing his back.

The regiments all behaved splendidly again, and the Fifty-eighth
Indiana won immortal honors. Lieutenant Blackford, of that reghment,
was shot dead, and several of the officers, including Captains Downey
and Alexander, badly wounded,

Estep’s battery was compelled to retire from the position assigned
gl after firing half & dozen rounds, but it did terrible execution while

ere.

The Sixthk and Twenty-fourth Ohioc did noble service, as did the
Ninety-seventh ; but their immediate commanders will, no doubt, allude
to them more particularly. Thus ended the third assanlt upon the
position,

I shounld have remarked that the One hundredth Illinois Regiment,
the other regiment composing my brigade, wlhich was in reserve during
the first engrgement described above, had, under instructions of Colo
nel Hazen, moved to the front, on the lefl of the railroad, where they
fought spiendidly in all the actious that took place on the left of the
road. There was no formidable attack made on them, though they
were. almost constantly under fire of greater or less severity, partica-
larly from shot and shell, and suffered quite seriously in killed and
wounded. Lient. Morris Worthingham, of that regiment, was killed
while gallantly sustaining his men, and 6 other commissioned officers, in-
cleding Major Hammond, were wounded. Their operations being to the
left: of the railroad and in a wood, did not so immediately come under

.my personal observation; but their conduet, from Colonel Bartleson

down, was such as leaves nothing to be desired.
The Fifty-eighth Indiana having now been over three hours in action,
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and the Twenty-sixth Ohio about four hours, were exhausted and very
nearly out of ammunition. I, therefore, relieved the Fifty-eighth Indi.
ana witl: the Fortieth Indiana, from Oolonel Wagner’s brigade, and the
Twenty-sixth Ohio was relieved by the Twenty-third Kentucky. There
was now not more than an hour of day lef? and though the enemy was
continunally manenvering in our front, no formidable attack was made
apon us, except with artillery. The enemy having been three several
times repulsed from their attack on that position, seemed satisfied to
keep at a respectful distance, and the sun set upon us a8 masters of the
situation. - _

" 'We had sustained ourselves-and held the only position of the original
line of battle that was held throughout by any portion of the army. To
have loat this position would have been to lose everything, as our left
would then have been turned, and utter rout or capture inevitable.

To the “fearless spirits who hazarded and lost their lives on this con-
secrated spot” the country owes a deep debt of gratitude. No purer
patriot, more upright man, and devoted Christian than Colonel Mc-
Kee, of the Third Kentucky, ever offered up his life in defense of his
country.

To the members of my staff present with me on the fleld—Qapt. Ed-
mund R. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. James R. Hume,
aide-decarop, and Lieut. James R. Warner, inspector-general—I am
under the greatest obligations. They were constantly with me in the
thickest of the fight, ably and gallantly assisting me in every way pos-
gible. My escort was also faithful and eficient. With the exceptions
alr%aildey&‘alluded to, all of us were go fortunate as to get throngh un-
m - .

:The casuslties in our brigade were as followa: The Third Kentuoky
Regiment went into action with 13 officers and 300 men, and lost~—ofii-
cers killed, 1; wounded, 9; enlisted men killed, 12; wounded, 77; miss-
ing, 34. The Fifty-eigfmh Indiana Regiment went into aotion with 19
officers and 386 enlisted men, and lost—officers killed, 1; wounded, 4;
enlisted men killed, 16; wounded, 91. The One hundredth Minois went
into action with 27 officers and 394 enlisted men, and lost—offlcers killed,
1; wounded, 6; enlisted men killed, 5; wounded, 33. The Twenty-
gixth Ohio went into action with 12 officars and 374 enlisted men, and
lost—officers killed, 1; wounded,2; enlisted men killed, 9; wounded, 77.

RECAPITULATION.

The brigade went into action with 71 officers and 1,454 enlisted men
and lost—officers killed, 4; wounded, 21; enlisted men killed, 42;
mnded,- 278 ; missing, 34, Total killed, wounded, and missing in bri-

379.

F‘g’r more minute particulars of the parts performed %y the different
regiments I trapsmit herewith their respective reports.

- During the evening of the 31st I was notified that, in consequence of
the indisposition of General Wood and a wound received during the
day, he was relieved of the command of the division, and that the same
would devolve upon myself. I, therefore, turned over the command of
the brigade to Col. George P. Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, and
assnmed the command of the division.

All of which is respectfully sobmitted.

: MIT.O0 8. HABOALL,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Brigade.

Oapt. M. P. BEsTOW,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Left Wing.
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HEADQUARTERS FIRsY DivisioN, Lerr WiNg,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, 1863,

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of
this division during the recent battles, after the command devolved
upon me, on the evening of December 31, 1862:

At that time the division was considerably scattered, as Oolonel Har
ker’s brigade had been in action during the 31st on the extreme righ
and had not returned. Colonel Wagner's was im position to the left of
the railroad, where it had been in action during the day, and my bri-
gade was to the right of the railroad.

About 11 p, m. of that day Colonel Harker returned with his brigade,
and the division was once more together. At this time I received an
order to send all the wagons of the division to the rear, and, shortly
after this wus executed, I received an order from General Crittenden to
fall back, so that my right should rest on the position occnpied by
Stokes’ battery, and my left on the right of General Palmer’s division,

This broaght the new line of the division about 500 yards to the rear of

the one of the day before. The line of the division was now nearly at
right angles with the railroad, with the center of the line resting on{t—
the First Brigade, Colonel Buell, on the right ; the Third, Colonel Hazr-
ker, in the center, and the Second, Colonel Wagner, on tl’le left.

In this position we lay all the next day, Janunary 1, with nothing more
to break the silence than picket firing and an occasional artillery duel.
The division lost, however, several killed and wounded during the day.
Each of my brigades was in line of battle, and I was ocoupying so much
gr_or_xt_that hl:d kept i;hets mexi) constantilg on the alert. Most of the other

ivisions one or two brigadea

lje%? ons had one or rigades in reserve, and could, therefore, re-
e maintained this position during the night of the 1st, and ti

8 o’clock in the morning of the 2d, ‘battégry oecnpyinsg i:h;1 ?n}lt:rbvoatlt:

between brigades. At this time the enemy opened npon us the most

terrific fire of shot and shell thai we sustained d%?ng the entire en,

ment. It appears that during the night before they had maﬂsegm

masked several batteries in our front, so they opened on us from a line

of batteries one-quarter of a mile Iong, all at once. They had our range

perfeetly, so that their fire was terribly effective from the first,

Estep’s battery, on the right of my line, being in an exposed position,
and receiving a very heavy had to retire at once; not, however,
till 8o many horses had been killed as to render it necessary for two of
the pieces to be hauled to the rear by the infantry. Bradley’s battery.
with Oolonel Harker in the center, having a better position and Iom_v;er3
range guns, opened a brisk fire on the enemy in retarn, and had overy
probability of maintaining their position until Stokes’ battery, in their
rear, undertook to open on the enemy with grape, which took ’eﬂ‘ect on
Brad}ey’s men instead of the eremy, and compelled Bradley to retire.
The infantry, however, along my entire line, though suffering severely
from the enemy’s fire, all maintained their position.

After ahout half an hour this firing and nothing farther worthy
of note happened till about 4 o’clock in the afternoon of that day. At
this time General Van Cleve’s division, which was stationed across
Stone’s River to our left, was snddenly attacked by a heavy force of the
enemy under Breckinridge, and so. fierce was the onslanght that the
division was compelled to give way almost immediately. General Jef-
ferson C. Davis and General Negley were immediately ordered to their
relief with their divisions, and, a3 s0oon as they had time to get over, the

7 attaokmoheckedaﬁdtheenamybegantomﬁm




514 EY., MID. AND E. TENN., N, ALA., AND BW. VA, [Cnar. £XX1L

where we lay in line till after sundown. Orders were received <o ad-
vance apon Murfreesborough that night. I wasin command of the com-
penies of gkirmighers, and immediately threw them across the river, and
ecommenced the ascent of the opposite heights.

Passing the skirt of woods, we encountered the enemy’s skirmishers
strongly posted to the front on the crest of the hill, and on my left
behind a rail fence. A galling fire brought our line to a halt, but we
soon cleared the hill, and, advancing over the crest, we fonnd ourselves
within 30 paces of a regiment of rebels, who, in their confusion, were
rallying with great difficulty. I at once retired the line to the woods,
where we remained till the whole brigade had recrossed, when we were
quietly withdrawn. ) :

Bergeant Snider, acting orderly, was wounded in the face, which was
the only injury our regiment suffered. The regiment itself crossed the
stream in good order, under fire of the rebel skirmighers, and remained
in line behind the skirt of woods till it recrossed with the brigade.

Tuesday we lay in bivonac near the river, and went on picket at
night. In accordance with Colonel Harker’s order, we were ready to
move at daybreak, with 60 rounds of cartridges to a man.

‘We received marching orders about 8 a. m., and woved at once for.
ward, The enemy’s sharpshooters and a battery on the opposite hill
began o fierce fire of ball and shell upon us as we returned up the
heights. When on the surnmit, a shell exploded in the ranks of Com-
pany B, killing 1 and wonnding 2, We double-quicked, under a storm
of shell, after the brigade, which was some distance ahead, moving to
the support of the right wing. When the brigade was formed to ad-

vance through the open fleld to the right of General Van Cleve's divis.

ion, our regiment was placed on the left of the front line, with the Fifty-
first Regiment Indiana Volunteers on our right and the Seventy-third
Regiment Indiana Volunteers to our rear. Company I, Captain Chris-
tophel, was deployed to the front as skirmishers, but, having suffered
severely, was, in a short time, relieved by Company H, Lieutenant
Brown. When near the skirtof timber protruding from the main forest,
we marched by the right flank to support the Bixth Ohio Battery, We
were again moved toward the enemy and placed behind a rise of ground.
‘We suddenly found them in line at & short distance, and immediately
commenced firing. The enemy, though i brigade front, three columns
deep, staggered, concealed himself as far as possible, and did not ven-
tnre to advance under our fire.

Meanwhile, General Van Cleve’s division giving way, the line of the
enemy on our left advancing, completely ontflanked us, and we were suf-
fering under a raking cross-fire. We held the position for abont thirty
minutes, and fell back, in accordance with orders ; formed behind the
Beventy-third Regiment Indisana Volunteers, and moved by the flank to
oppase the advancing right of the enemy. We took our position behind
a rail fence, and again held the enemy in check for about twenty min-
utes. At length, being nearly cut off by the enemy on the right, we
retired belind the line of battle, resting in the wood near the pike,

‘We had saffered severely; ont of 16 officers with the regiment, 2 had
been killed and 8 wounded. Second Lieutenant Van Kirk, command-
ing Compeny A, feli in the advance; Captain Obristophel, of Company
I, some time in the retreat. Both were doing their duty unflinchingly
and manfally. Lieutenant-Colonel Cassil having been disabled by the
fall of his horse at the second stand of the regiment, I then took com-
mand. We rejoined our division af night near the position we left in
the morning.

v
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On Thuraday, January 1, we lay ir front, in support and to the right
of the dixth Ohio Battery, during the furious caonnonading, and were
annoyed by sharpshooters during the whole day. We picketed at
night. :

Our skirmishers covered the front on Friday. The regiment lay in &
little elnmp of wood, in sdpport of the battery, and exposed to the most
terrific shelling during the morning. In the afternoon our skirmishers.
in conjunction with those of the brigade, cleared the wood in front o}
rebel skirmishers and sharpshooters; were in turn shelled out, and
again took possession and held it.

Near night, and the clese of the engagement on the left, we moved
over the river, threw up a defense of rails to the front, and remained
thers through the rain till morning. We were retired till Saturday
night, when we again picketed the left front. Aboat 2 a. m. Sunday
we were marched back to our present bivouac.

The following is the list of the casualties of the regiment: Lieatenant-
Colonel Cazgsil, severe sprain by the fall of his horse; Major Whitbeck,
slightly Woun&ed in the neck; Adjutant Massey, severely in leg and
slightly in face and hip; Capts. Jacob Christophel, killed, and Voor-
hees, through the side; First Lientenant Gardner, through side; Sec-
ond Lieutenants Van Kirk, killed; Markel, through hip; Brown, in
the shoulder, and Pealer, through thigh, and Acting Second Lieutenant
Rook, in thigh.

Of 382 enlisted men in the engagements during the week, 34 were
killed, 100 wounded, and 38 missing; total, 172. Of the missing, some
are known to be prisoners, others are serving in hospitals, and a few
stragglers are still coming up.

I will not particnlarize when all, officers and men, conducted them-
selves 8o coolly and fonght so determinedly against such desperate odda;
nor need I mention their patience nnder such privations and exposures

in midwinter.
HORATIO N, WHITBECK,
Major, Commanding Sizty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunieers.

Qaptain COULTER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade,

No, 118,

Report of Brig. Gen. John M. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding Second
Divigion.
Hogrs. 8EconD Div., LEFT WiNG, FOURTEENTE A, (,,

DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Camyp near Murfrecsborough, -Tenn,, January 9, 1863,

Magor: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen-
eral commanding, the following report of the operations of this division
from and including December 27 up to and incloding January 4, in-
stant:

At 11.20 a. m., December 27, while in camp near La Vergne, I received
orders to move forward, fullowing the division of General Wood, and to
detach & brigade, to proceed by the Jefferson pike, and aeize the bridge
acrosa Stewart’s Oreek. The duty of conducting this operation was as-
signed to Colonel Hazen. How well and ekillfally it was done will be
8een by his report, which is herewith forwarded.

The brigades of Oraft and Grose reached the weat bank of Btewart’s
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Oreek late in the afternoen of the 27th, and bivonacked there until the
morning of the 29th. . o

During all the day (Sunday, 28th) the enemy’s pickets were in sight
across the creek, firipg upon ns occasionally at long range, but did us
no harm.

On Monday morning, December 29, at 9 o’elock, I was ordered to de-
ploy one regiment as skirmishers; to dispose my other troops so as to
support it, and move forward at 10 o’clock precisely, and continue to
advance until the enemy were found in position. This disposition was
made, A few minutes before 10 o'clock, Parsons was ordered to shell
the woods to our front, and at 10 o'clock Grose’s brigade moved for-
ward, skirmishing with the enemy, supported by the First Brigade,
Hazen not having yet joined me. . .

The command advanced steadily, driving the light force of rebel skir-,
mishers before it to the top of the hill, some 1} miles on this side of
Stewart’s Creek ; and, being under the impression that the divisions of
Wood and Negley were to advance with me, to my right and left, I
halted for them to come up. )

In & few minntes Wood’s advance came up on the left of the pike, and
the two divisions moved forward, constantly skirmishing (though much
heavier on Wood’s front than my own), to the ground oceupied that
night, afterward the theater of the battle of the 3lst. )

Daring the day the casualties were 16 wounded in Grose’s brigade;
none severely. L

On the morning of the 30th, my division was formed as follows: The
Third Brigade (Grose’s) in two lines, the leftresting on the pike; First
Brigade (Cruft’s) to the right, extending across the point of woods, his
extreme right retired to connect with General Negley’s left, and Hazen's
brigade in reserve. There was considerable skirmishing during the day,
the greater portion of which fell upon Cruft’s brigade, which was in rather
unpleasant proximity to a point of woods, to his front and right, held
by the enemy in strong force.

About 4 o’clock, I was ordered to advance and open upon the enemy
with all my artillery. This was not done, probably, as soon as the order
contemplated. The ground occupied by the batteries at the time the
order was received was low and confined. Upon pushing forward the
skirmishers of the First Brigade to clear the way to a good artillery
position, in the open field to the front, the rebels were found numerons
and stubborn. Learning very socon that a mere demonsiration was in-
tended, all my batteries opened, and I am satisfied damaged the enemy
considerably. The skirmish attending this movement was quite brisk,
the troops engaged doing themselves great credit. This closed the
operations of the day. . . ) .

Cn the morning of the 3lst, Cruft’s brigade retained its position of
the day before. Hazen's brigade had relieved Grose, who had fallen
baak to a point some 200 yards to the rear, and was formed in two lines
nearly opposite the intervals between the First and Second Brigades,
Standart’s battery on the extreme right, and Parsons’ near the center.

Early in the morning I rode to the right of my own comnand, and
then the battle had commenced on the extreme right of the lize. Soon
afterward, near 8 o’clock, General Negley, through one of his staff,
informed me he was about to advance, and requested me to advance to
cover his left. I gave notice of this to the general commanding, and a
few minutes later received orderas to move forward. I atonce ordered
General Cruft to advance, keeping closed up well toward Negley ; Colo-
nel Hazen to go forward, observing the movements of Wood’s right, and
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Grose to steadily advance, supporting the advance brigades, and all to
use their artillery freely.

My line had advanced hardly 100 yards, when, upon reaching my own
right, I found that General Negley had, instead of advancing, thrown
back his right, so that his line was almost perpendicular to that of Cruft,
and to his rear; and it was also apparent that the enemy were driving
General McCook back, and were rapidly approaching our rear.

Cruft’s line was halted by my order. I rode to the left to make 80me
disposition to meet the coming storm, and by the time I reached the
open ground to the south of the pike, the heads of the enemy’s column
bad forced their way into the open ground to my rear.

To order Grose to change front to the rear was the work of a momext,
and he obeyed the order almost as soon as given, retiring his new left so
as to bring the enemy under the direct fire of his line. He opened upon
them in fine style and with great effect, and held his ground uuti! the
enemy was driven back,

In the mean time General Negley’s command had, to some extent,
become compromised by the confusion on the right, and my First Bri-
gade was exposed in front and flank to a severe attack, which also now
extended along my whole front. Orders were sent to Colonel Hazen to
fall back from the open cotton-field into which he had moved. He fell
back a short distance, and a regiment from Wood’s division, which had
occupied the crest of a low wooded hill between the pike and the rail-
road, having been removed, he took possession of that, and there resisted
the enemy. :

At that time, near 11 o'clock, as I think, my command was all en-
gaged with the enemy ; Hazen on the railroad ; oneor two regiments to
the right; some troops in the point of woods south of the eotton-field,
and a short distance in advance of the general live, among whom T was
only able to distinguish the gallant Colonel Whitaker and his Sixth
Rentucky. Still farther to the right Craft was fighting, aided by Stan.
dar’s guns, and to the rear Grose was fighting, with apparently great
odds against him.

All were scquitting themselves nobly, and all were hard pressed. I
could see that Grose was losing a great many men, but the importance
of Hazen’s position determined me, if necessary to de so, to expend the
last man in bolding it. I gave my attention from that time chiefly to
that point,

The One hundredth Itlinois came up on the left of the railroad, and
fought steadily. As soon as Colonel Grose was relioved of the enemy
in his rear, he again changed front, moved to the left, and co-operated
with Colonel Hazen. One regiment was sent to my support from Gen-
eral Wood’s command, which bebaved splendidly. [regret my inability
either to name the regiment or its officers, Again and again the attack
was renewed by the enemy, and each time repulsed, and the gallant men,
w:h; 11;1a.c1 80 bravely struggied to hold the position, occupied it during the
night.

For further details of the day’s operations, I respectfully refer to the
reports of the brigade and regimental commanders, which are herewith
forwarded, and confess my obligations to them all for their assistance
during the day.

_ Brigadier-General Cruft deserves great praise for so long holding the
lmportant position occupied by him on our right, and for skillfully extri-
cating his command from the mass of confusion around it,

Standart fought his guns until the enemy was upon him, and then
brought them off safely, while the Second Kentucky brought off by hand
three guns abandoned by General N ogley’s division.
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Colonel Hazen proved himself a brave and able soldier by the courage
and skill exhibited in forming and sheltering his troops, and in organ.
izing and fighting all the materials around him for the maintenance of
Lis important position,

Colonel Grose exhibited great coolness and bravery, and fought
against great odds. He was under my eye during the wimle day, and
1 could see nothing to improve in his management of his command.

I shrink from the task of specially mentioning regiments or regi.
mental officers. All did their duty, and from my imperfect acquaint-
ance with regiments, I am apprehensive of injurious mistakes.

1 recognized during the battle the Forty-first Ohio, which fought until’

it expended its last cartridge, and was then relieved by the noble Ninth
Indiana, which came into line under a heavy fire with a shout which
inspired all with confidence. The Eighty-fourth, One hundredth, and
One hundred and tenth Nlinois I knew—all new regiments, and all so
fought that even the veterans of Shiloh and other bloody fields had no
occasion to boast over them, The Eighty-fourth stood its ground until
more than one-third its numbers were killed or wounded, The Sixth
and Twenty-fourth Ohio, the Twenty-third Kentucky, and the Thirty-
sixth Indiana were pointed out to me, and I recognized the brave Cole-
nel Whitaker and his fighting men doing soldiers’ duty. I onlysaw the
regiments of Oruft’s brigade fighting early in the day. T had no fears
for them where valor could win. Indeed, the whole division fought like
soldiers trained under the rigid discipline of the lamented N elson, and
by their courage proved that they had caught a large portion of his
heroic and unconquerable spirit.

During the whole day I regarded the battery, under the command of
Lientenant Parsons, assisted by his lieutenants, Cashing and Hunting-
ton, as my right arm, and well did the brilliant conduect of these conr-
ageous and skillful young officers justify my confidence. My orders to
Parsons were simple: ‘“Fight where you can do the most good.” Never
were orders better obeyed.

The reported conduct of the other batteries attached to the division
is equally favorable. They were in other parts of the field.

¥ personal staff, Captain Norton, acting assistant adjutaut-general;
Lientenants Simmons and Child ; Croxton, ordnance officer ; Hayes, di-
vision topographical engineer, and Shaw, Seventh Illinois Oavalry,
were with me all day on the field, and carried my orders everywhere
with the greatest courage, Lieutenant Simmons was severely injured
by a fragment of & shell,

Or January 1; this division was relieved and placed in reserve,

On Friday, the 2d ; Grose’s brigade was ordered over the river to the
lefi, to support the division of Colonel Beatty, 2nd during the action the
brigade of Colonel Hazen was also ordered over to co-operate with
Grose; while the First Brigade (Oruft's) was posted to support a bat-
tery on thé hill near the ford. For an account of the part the Second
and Third Brigades took in the affair of Friday afternoon, reference is
had to reports of the officers in command,

Daring the heavy cannonade the First Brigade maintaived its posi-
tions with perfect coolness. While the en gagement was going on across
the river, a rebel force of what seemed to be three small regiments en-
tered the clump of woods in front of the position of our batteries on the
bill pear the ford. These troops were in musket range of our right,
acrods the creek, and I determined at once to dislodge them.

Beeing two regiments, one of which was commanded by Qolonel Given,
and the other by Colonel Altemire, I ordered them to advance to the
edge of the woods and deploy some companies as skirmishers. They

Coar. XXXIL] THE STONE’S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 519

obeyed me cheerfully and pushed in. Not being willing o leave tha
repulse of the enemy a matter of doubt, or to expose the brave fellows
to the danger of heavy loss, I ordered up two of Cruft’s 1egiments, and
upon approaching the edge of the woods halted them—told them it was
my purpose to clear the woods at the point of the bayonet. To inspire
them with coolness and confidence, the preparations for the charge were
made with great deliberation. To get the proper direction for the line,
guides were thrown out and the proper changes were rade, bayanets
fixed, and these two regiments, Thirty-first Indiana and Ninetieth Ohio,
ordered to clear the woods. They wentin splendidly. It was done so
quickly that the rebels bad hardly time to discharge their pieces. They
fled with the ntmost speed. All these regiments behaved handsomely.
With this report will be forwarded a list of the casualties of my com-
mand, and from its fearful proportions demonstrates its hard service.

Tist of caswalties.
Killed. Wounded. Missing.
g 3 £ |3
§/3 3 14|58
8 & & a
“l o] 28| =i e 120 126| e
48 17 8 N 53 88
107 = 456 478 [.aaee 'J'; 74 a0
5| 12 al.lol 3| =
2 Tt i1 s 6|
2 1 13 4 ...... 2 2 18
26 49] LosL| 1080 | ¢ 267 208 1,58

I have the honor to be, very respectfall ‘
e, very resp Y. M. PALMER,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Divigion.
Maj. LYNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant.General and Ohief of Staff, de.

No. 119.

Beport of Surg. Mason G. Sherman, Ninth Indiana Infantry, Acting
Medical Director.

HoOsPITAL OF THE SECOND DrvisioN, LEFT WiNG,
ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Janvary —, 1863,

SIk: As aoting medical director of your division, I have the honor
to respectfully submit the following report of casualties in the several
days’ battle before Murfreesborough:

Number of killed in the First Brigade .........c.oooouee ... ...
Wounded. ... ..o comeiiiia .
Number of killed in the Second Brigade ..
Wounded seversly, 77; alightly, 215 ... __
Number of Lilled'in the THird Brighd6. ... ... oeueenonroons 2o
Wounded Se¥erely ..o veeenn cevnns e nen s o

Total killed and wounded®. ... ......eeieiens ceen eos cene e e 1,143
* Bat see revised statement, pp. 219, 213.
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Regiment in the recent battles of December 31, 1862, and Janoary 2,
1863.* The regiment went into this engagement with ahont 300 men,
and came out with 176.

The foregoing report is respectfully submitted.
I N. ROSS,
Colonel, Commanding Ninetieth Regiment Ohio Volunteors.

Oapt. W. H. FATRBANKS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

" No. 129.

Reports of Col. William B. Hazen, Forty-first Ohio Infantry, command-
tng Second Brigade, including skirmishes on the Jefferson pike, near
Stewarts Oreek Bridge, December 27.

HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH BRIGADE,
Stewart’s Oreek, December 28, 1862,

My DEAR GENERAL: We found the enemy, about 300 strong, after
leaving the main pike, about 1 mile. After getting them fairly started,
my cavalry (90 strong) were directed to pursne at foll speed, not giving
them time to form. This was done, and a general stampede effected of
all ncross the creek. They, by that time, had five times my cavalry
force. As s00n as my artillery arrived, they shelled them vigorounsly,
driving them far beyond range. We made several prisoners, killed an
officer, and lost 3 prisoners. Had I had a regiment of cavalry, [ would
have captured full 100. I have out now patrols in all directions, but
nothing hias been reported to me,

From various remarks and inquiries, made by the people here, I am of
the opinion that Hardee is somewhere on our flank, and had we any
sufficient knowledge, advantage could be taken of it. I can, however,
learn nothing with any degree of certainty.

I am, reapectfnlly, your obedient servant,
W. B. HAZER
Colonel, Commanding at Stewarf's Orock.
General PALMER,
Commanding Second Division, Left Wing.

A

HDQRS, 19TH BRIGADE, ARMY 0F THE CUMEBERLAND,
SEcoND BRIGADE, SECOND DIvIsION, LEFT WING,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

SIe: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
t10m8 of troops under my command since leaving Nashville, December
26, 1862

The Nineteenth Brigade, which I have commanded since its organiza-
tion in January, 1862, is now composed as follows : The Sixth Kentucky
Volanteers, Col. Walter O. Whitaker; the Ninth Indiana Volanteers,
Col. William H. Blake; the One huandred and Tenth Illinois Volunteers,
Col. Thomas 8. Casey, and the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. Col.

* Nominal list, omitted, shows 17 killed, 70 wounded, and 37 miming. Bui msse
vevieed statement, p. 212
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Aquila Wiley, and upon leaving Nashville numbered an eflective aggre.
gate of 1,391, officers and mon,

Being summoned before the commission, then sitting for the investi-
gatioL of the official course of Major-General Buell, I did not, until
eveniug, join the brigade, which had marched to within 2 miles of La
Vergne. Just before my arrival, two regiments of the brigade had
heen thrown forward to the right of theroad into a dense cedar brake;
and--as its temporary commander did not thiok it necessary to throw
forward skirmishers—the flank was marched upon a force of the enemy,
who, firing from under cover upon the head of the column, killed one of
the Ninth Indiana, wounded another, and wounded two of the Sixth
Kentucky. _

At 12 m., December 27, 1 was ordered to proceed, via the Jefferson
pike, to Stewart’s Oreek, and save, if possible, the bridge crossing it.
Ninety cavalry, of the Fourth Michigan, under Captain Mix, were sent
to me. I placed these under charge of my assistant inspector-general,
Capt. James McOleery, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, with directions
to keep me thoroughly informed of all that transpired, and as soon as
the advance of the enemy was started to put spurs to his troop, and not
slack rein antil the bridge was crossed. The distance did not exceed &
miles, and by disposing flankers, for perfect security, and urging the
artillery and infantry to its fullest speed, I was enabled to keep within
supporting distance all the time.

The enemy was not 3 miles from the bridge, and, by closely following
my directions, a steeple-chase was made of the whole affair, the rebel
force amounting to full five to our one. By the time the bridge was
reached they had formed upon the opposite side’of the creek, but were
soon dispersed by a few discharges from our artillery.

In this affair we lost 1 cavalryman killed and 2 captured by the enemy.
'We took 10 prisoners, one of whom an officer, and killed 1 coromissioned
officer and several men.

Too much eredit cannot be given to Capiain McOleery, of my staff,
and Captain Mix, of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, for spirit and dar-
ing in this affair. On reaching the bridge my little party were mpon
the heels of the fugitives, and had they been armed with sabers, in place
of rifles, by slashing upen their rear the rout would have been pushed
to a panic.

_On the 29th, I was ordered across tothe Nashville and Murfreesborough
l;;:)ke, a,1]11d, joining the division, proceeded to within 3 miles of Murfrees-
roogh.

On the night of the 30th, the brigade was ordered to the front line, to
relieve the Tenth Brigade.

This position we held at the commencement; of the general action of
the 31st, and it deserves special notice. It was in a cotton-field, 2}
miles from Murfreesborough, on the place of Mr, Cowan, the line being
at right angles with the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, the left
resting on the pike at & point abont 500 yards toward Nashville, from
the intersection of the pike with the Nashville and Chattancoga Rail-
road. The railroad and pike at this point cross at a sharp angle. The
position was utterly nutenable, it being commanded by ground in all
directions with covers of wood, embankment, and palisading at good
musket range in front, right, and left. My brigade was formed in two
lines, the right resting against a skirt of woods, which, widening and
extending to the right, gave concealment to the Twenty-second Brigade,
which was adjacent to mine, and, farther on, the entire division of Negley.
On the left of the pike was Wagner’s brigade, of Wood’s division. The
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Sixth Kentucky and Forty-first Ohio were In the front line, the Sixth
being on the right and the Forty-first on the left. The Ninth Indiana
and une bundred and tenth Illinois were in the second line, the Ninth
being on the right and the Ope hundred and tenth on the left.

A fierce battle had commenced ay daylight oe our right, and pro-
gressed with ominous changes of pesition until about 8.30 a. m., when
it could no longer be doubted that our entire right was being driven
around in rear to a position nearly at right angles to its proper line. At
this moment authority was given to move forward to seize the com-
maunding positions in front, and the burnt house of Mr. Cowan. The
line advanced about 20 yards, when orders were given to face to the
rear, the necessity of which was apparent, the enemy having by this
time pushed forward quite to our rear. He at the same moment broke
cover over the crest in front, at double-quick in two lines. I faced my
two right regiments to the rear, and, moving them into the skirt of
woods, commenced to engage in that direction. My two left regiments
were retired some 50 yards, and moved to the left of the pike to take
cover of a slight crest, and engaged to the front, the regiment of Wag.
ner’s brigade occupying that ground (the Fortieth Indiana, Colonel
Blake) having fallen much to the rear of it.

The enemy had by this time taken position about the burnt honse,
and the action became at my position terrific. The efforts of the enemy
to force back my front and cross the cotton.field, out of which my troops
had moved, were persistent, and were prevented only by the most un-
flinching determiration upon the part of the Forty-first Ohio and One
hundred and tenth Ilinois Volunteers to hold their ground to the last.
All the troops of General Wood, posted on our left, except two regi-

ments guarding a ford some distance to our left and rear, were with--

drawn to repel the assault upon the right, so that the Nineteenth Bri.
gade was the extreme left of the army. .

Upon this point, as a pivot, the entire army oscillated from front to
rear the entire day. The ammunition of the Forty-first Okio Volunteers
was by this time nearly exhaunsted, and my efforts to replenish were np
to this time fruitless. I dispatched word to the rear that assistance
must be given, or we must be sacrificed, as the position I held could not
be given up, and gave orders to Lientenant-Colonel Wiley to fix his bay-
onets and to Colonel Oasey (without bayonets) to clab his gans and
hold the ground at all hazards, as it was the key of the whole left. The
responges satisfied me that my orders wounld be obeyed so long as any
of those regiments were left to obey them. 1 now brought over the
Ninth Indiana from the right, and immediately posted it to relieve the
Forty-first Ohio Volunteers. ]

It is proper to state here that, in advancing to this position under a
galling fire, a cannon-shot passed through the rauks of the Ninth Indi-
ana, carrying death with it, and the ranks were closed without checking
astep. The Forty-first Ohio Volunteers retired with its thin ranks in as
perfeet order as on parade, cheering for the cause and crying for ammu-
nition.

A few discharges from the fresh regiments sufficed to check the foe,
who drew out of our range, and at 9.30 Iull and rest came acceptably
to our troops upon the left, their advance upon the right having also
been checked.

At about 1) a. m. another assanlt was made by the enemy, in several
lines, furionsly upon our front, succeeding in pushing a strong column
past the burnt house, covered by the palisading, to the wood oceupied
by the Twenty-second Brigade and the Sixth Kentueky. All of onr
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troops occupying these woods now fell back, exposing my right flank,
and threatening an assault from this point that would sweep away our
entire left, General Palmer seeing this danger, and knowing the imn-
portance of this position, sent the Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, Colo-
pel Jones, and a fragment of the Thirty-sixth Indiaua, under Captain
Woodward, to my support. I posted these with the Forty-first Ohio Vol-
unteers, with the left of the line resting upon the Ninth Indiana, and
extending to the right and rear, so as to face the advancing column.
It was a place of great danger, and our losses were here heavy, includ-
ing the gallant Colonel Jones, of the Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers;
but with the timely assistance of Parsons’ battery the enmemy was
checked, and the left again preserved from what appeared certain anni-
hilation.

The enemy now took cover in the wood, keeping up so destructive a
fire as to make it necessary to retire behind the embankment of the
railroad, which only necessitated the swinging to rear of my right, the
left having been posted on it when the action commenced in the morn-
ing. A sharp fight was kept up from this position till about 2 p. m.,
when another assault in regular lines, supported by artillery, was made
upon this position in force, This assault was resisted much more easily
than the previous ones, there being now a large force of our artillery
bearing npon this point. The enemy also extended his lines mnoch far-
ther to the left, causing something of a diversion of our troops in that
direction. The Oue hundredth Iilinois, Colonel Bartleson, was sent to
me by the general commanding the army, which was posted with the
One hundred and tenth Illinois and Ninth Indiana, in Iine to the front,
with the right resting on the railroad. Here, with a German regiment
(I think the Second Missouri), these regiments fonght the remainder of
the day, the troops previously occupying this position retiring on the
last approach of the enemy.

A period of about one hour now ensued with but little infantry firing,
but & murderous shower of shot and shell was rained from several direc-
tions upon this position, which was covered by a thick growth of timber.
A, portion of Wood’s division, now commanded by General Hascall, was
also posted in these woods, in rear of my troops.

At abont 4 p. m. the enemy again advaced upon my frout in two
lines. The battlehad hushed, and the dreadful splendor of this advance
can only be conceived, as all description must fall vastly short. His
right was even with my left, and his left was lost in the distance. He
advanced steadily, and, as it seemed, certainly to victory. I gent back
all my remaining asté:-:.ﬁz successively to ask for support, and braced up
my own lines as perfectly as possible. The Sixth Kentncky had joined
me from the other side some time previously, and was posted Jjust over
the embankment of the railroad. They were strengthened by such frag-
ments of troops as I could pick np until a good line was formed along
the track, A portion of Sheridan’s division was also but 2 few bundred
yards in rear, replenishing their boxes. A portion of General Hascall’s
troops was also on the right of the railroad.

The fire of the troops was held until the enemy’s right flank came in
close range, when a single fire from my men was sufficient to disperse
this portion of his line, his left passing far around to our right. This
virtually ended the fight of the day.

My brigade rested where it had fought, not a stone’s throw from
where it was posted in the morning, till withdrawn at dawn next day.

The Bixth Kentucky was not under my immediate observation from
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the first nssanlt till late in the day, but the portion of time it was with
me ( and I have reason to believe at all other times) it fought unflinch.
ingly, and is deserving of all praise. It repelled three assanlts of a
rebel brigade from the burnt house, endeavoring to reach the wood, and
only retired when its ammunition was exhaunsted. Among its killed are
Lieatenant-Colouel Cotton and Captain Todd, men possessing in the
highest degree the esteem and confidence of their brothers in arms, and
who will be deeply lamented by a large circle of friends.

The One hundred and tenth Iinois, a new regiment never before
under fire, displayed that fearless conrage one admires in veterans. Its
losses from artillery were heavy. The Ninth Indiana and Forty-first
Ohio maintained fally their well-known reputation of perfect discipline,
dauntless courage, and géperal fighting qualities. Their steadiness
under fire was incredible. The latter regiment was taken by its com-
mander while resting, without orders, to repel an assauit of the enemy’s
cavalry apon our train, which object it effected and returned to its
position, _

The casualties of this day were as follows:

Effled | Wounded.
HEHE
1] 12 4 17| 12
1 ] 3| 43; 12 (]
1 L] 5| 89| 1) nr
il n 5 8| 10 113
5] 88| 17| 815 62| 427

A large list also occurred among the other troops mnder my imme-
diate control on the field, but they will be reported by their proper bri-
gade commanders. I am under many obligations to the commanders
of these troops (many of their names I do not know) for their implicit
obedience to my orders, but particularly to Colonel Bartleson, of the
One hundredth Illinois, for valnable services,

To the officers commanding regiments of this brigade too much con-
sideration cannot be given, both by their commanding generals and
their country. Besides the actual service rendered their country this
day, such heroic and daring valor justly entitles these men to the pro-
found respect of the people of the conntry. To them the commander
of the brigade feels that he owes everything this day, as there were
times when faltering upon their part would have been destruction to
the left of the army. He owes the suceess of this day not ounly to proper
conduct on the field, but more to strict obedience to orders, and a manly
co-operationin bringing this brigade to its present high state of eficiency
and discipline, through constant care, labor, and study, for a period of
over twelve months. This alone has ipsured this proud result. ~To
Lientenant-Oolonel Suman also, of the Ninth Indiana, twice wounded,
great credit is due for gallantry.

Captain Cockerill, Battery F, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, showed,
a8 he always has, great proficiency as an artillery officer. He was also
severely wounded. Lieutenant Osburn, of the same battery, being at
the rear to fill his caissons when the train was menaoced, turned his
pieces npon the enemy, and greatly assisted in dispersing them,

CHur. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 647

Lieutenant Parsons, of the Fourth U. S. Artillery, who was in the
thickest of the fight near my position all day, is also deserving of the
warmest consideration of the Government for the efficient manner in
which his battery was maneavered.

To my staff, also, everything can be said ip their praise. To Maj, R.
L. Kimberly, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-gen-
eral; to Lieuts. William M, Beebe and E, B. Atwood, of the same regi-
ment, aides-de-camp; to Capt. L. A. Oole, Ninth Indiana, topograph-
ical officer, for intelligently carrying orders and assistivg to post troops,
under a galling fire, the whole day ; to Capt. James McCleery, Forty-firat
Ohio Volunteers, acting inspeector-general, for gssisting to bring for-
ward ammunition even after being wounded; to Harry Morton, Sixth
Kentuecky, volunteer aide-de-camp, for gimilar service; to Lieut. F, D.
Cobb, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting commissary of subsistence.
for keeping me intelligently informed of what was transpiring beyond
Yy immediate vision—all, for unqualified bravery, are deserving, as they
bhave, my warmest thanks, and the consideration of the Government.

Dr, M. (. Bherman, Ninth Indiana, surgeon of the brigade, was acting
medical director of the division, and removed from my immediate notiee,
yet I have reason to call favorable notice to this officer.

Lieut. J. L. Chilton, Sixth Kentucky, acting brigade quartermaster in
the absence of Captain Johnson, exercised great capacity in caring for
and keeping from the enemy the train of the brigade.

1 am under many obligations to the general eommanding the division
for the confidence reposed in me in vesting with me the management
of so important a portion of the field. By seizing the little crest ocen-
pied by my troops early in the morning, not exceeding 2 feet in height,
and later the railroad embankment, hundreds of lives were saved, the
strength of my brigade doubled, and the position successfully held.
This will account for the smaller list of casaalties than that of some
brigades which did less fighting.

1 am happy to report, with some 20 miserable exceptions,no strag-
gling in this brigade.

The casualties of my personnel were as follows: The colonel command-
ing the brigade was bruised by a ball upon the shonlder, and his horse
wag killed; Capt. James McOleery, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting
inspector-géneral, shot through the leg; First Lieut. William M. Beebe,
Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, aide-de-camp, wounded in the head, and
horse shot; Capt. L. A. Cole, Ninth India.na., topographical officer,
slightly wounded in the foot; Orderly [Henry] Diedtrich, sergeani
Fourth Kentucky Cavalry, mortally wounded, and horse shot, and
Bugler Lehmaon, Sixth Kentucky, horse shot.

Close observation of the conduct and character of our troops for the
past few days has confirmed me in a long-settled belief that our army
is borne down by a lamentable weight of official incapacity in regi-
mental organizations. The reasonable expectations of the country can,
in my opinion, never be realized until this incubus is summarily ejected,
and young men of known military ability and facalty to command men,
without regard to previous seniority, are put in their places. I saw
upon the field company officers of over a year's standing who neither
had the power to or knowledge how to form their men in two ranks.

On the 2d instant my brigade was ordered across the river to support
Colonel {3rose, commanding the Tenth Brigade, then in reserve to Gen.
eral Van Cleve, whose division (the only one on that side of the river)
had been vigorously attacked by the enemy. I reached the field aboutl
¢ p. m.,, finding his entire division put to roat. The enemy had heen
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checked by Colonel Grose and a portion of Negley’s division, and the
several batteries from the point occupied by General Cruft’s brigade.
It was difficult to say which was renning away the more rap dly, the
division of Van Cleve to the rear, or the enemy in the opposite d.rection.
I found myself in command of all the troops on that side of the river.

Leaving three of my regiments in position az a reserve, I pushed for-
ward with the portion of Colonel Grose’s brigade already moving, and
the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, pursuing the enemy beyond all the
ground oceupied by our forces before the fight. I here formed the best
line circumstances would admit of, the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers being
the only regiment wholly in. hand. The others were badly broken ; the
only idea of their officers seeming to be to push on pell-mell, whieh, if
carried beyond the point occupied, might have resulted disastrously. I
succeeded in checking the straggling to the front, with the aid of Colo-
nel Grider, of the Ninth Eentucky, who came forward and performed
this valuable service after his regiment had gone to the rear.

I was relieved by the fresh division of General Jefferson O. Davis,
who arrived just at dark. When far advanced in the pursuit, a portion
of General Negley's batteries, far in the rear, were firing on py line,
and continued to (without damage) till an aide-de-camp was sent to ask
that it be discontinued.

After forming my advance line, a battery of the enemy, about 400
yards in front, continued to fire npon us with great rapidity. I ordered
the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers to fire one volley npon it. No more
firing took place on either side, and the weakness of my line prevented
my going farther.

The next day three caissons and several dead men snd horses were
found at this point. It was in this fight that the famous rebel General
Roger W. Hanson was killed and General Adams was wounded, whether
in their advance or retreat I never knew.

First Lieut. F, D, Oobb, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting aide-de-
camp, comported himself with great gallantry on the field. Seizing the
colors of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, that had been shot down, he galloped
forward, rallying many stragglers, who, though going in the right direc-
tion, were doing so inefilciently, and on their own account.

. llil’y casualties in this action were slight, and, in all, since leaving Nash-
ville, are:

Wonnded.
Total

2

B
Commisgioned officers. 5 17 =
Enlisted men ........ ttmereieceesae.aeneaa] 411 318 359
Total misaing ... [ S P 52
Aggregate . ......... edemeiaemeieasteressisesanesreasaneans 4BE 835 | 438

I would respectfully call the attention of the general commanding the
division to accompanying reports of regimental commanders, and of
Lieutenant Chilton, in charge of train; also to explanatory sketch.*

I am, very respeectfully, your obedient servant,
. W. B. HAZEN,
Colonel, Comdg. 19th Brig., Second Brig., Second Div., Left Wing,

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GERERAL,

Fourth Div., Army of the Cumberland, Second Div., Left Wing.

* Not found.
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No. 130.

Eeport of Surg. Mason @. Sherman, Ninth Indiana Infan.ry, Acting Bri-
gade Surgeon.

HospiTAL oF SECOND DIvIsION,
Left Wing, near Murfreesborough.

SIR : As brigade surgeon of your brigade, I have the honor to submit
the following report of the casnalties in the brigade during the several
days’ fight before Murfreesborongh :

One hundred and tenth Illinois: Killed, 7; wounded, 28; total, 35,
Ninth Indiana Volunteers: Killed, 14; wounded, 93 ; total, 107. Sixth
Kentoeky : Killed, 12; wounded, 71; total, 83. Forty-first Ohio Vol-
unteers: Killed, 17; wounded, 100; total, 117, The whole number
killed in the brigade, 50; wounded, 292; total, 342.*

In conseguence of our hospital being nearer the battle-field than anr
other during the time of the engagement, our hospital was necessarily
crowded with hundreds of the wounded from other divisions, aking
our duties very reaponsible and Iaborious.

And I cannot in justice submit this report without making honorable
mention of all the medical officers in your brigade. They have been
untiring in their exertions, night and day, to relieve the suffering of all
who came under their notice. After looking after the wounded in their
respective regiments, they devoted their skill and attention cheerfully
to others, relaxing no effort to make them comfortable. Their enwearied
attention to duty during this engagement merits the esteem and con.
fidence of all who know them.

Very respectfully,
M. G. SHERMAN
Brigade Surgeon, Second Brigade, Second Division, Left Wing.
Col., W, B. HAZEN,
Commanding Second Brigade, Left Wing.

No. 131.

Eeport of Lieut. John L. Ohilton, Sizth Kentucky Infaniry, Acting Brigade
Quartermaster,

CavP NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 8, 1863,

Dxar Sir: In compliance with an order from you of this morning,
I herein submit to you a report of what transpired with the train of
your brigade during the engagement near Murfreesborongh, Tenn., on
Wednesday, January 1,

Having arrived on the field Monday, December 30, 1862, at a late
hour in the night, I parked the train near to, and on the leff of, where
the brigade was then lying,

On Tuesday, December 31, 1862, early in the morning, believing that
the frain was too near to what I supposed to be our line of battle, I
moved the train to the left and rear of where the brigade had rested
the night previous, a distance of about one-fonrth of a mile, where it
remained until the fight began on Wednesday, Jannary 1. Soon after

* But sec revised atatement, p, 212,
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double column in reserve) was ordered to take pesition in the first line
of battle, its left resting on the right of and near the Murfreesborongh
and Nashville turnpike, with two companies deployed as skrmishers
about 160 yards in advance, covering its front,

A little before daylight on the morning of the 31st, Companies D and
I were deployed as skirmishers, and relieved Companies A and F, which
were then assembled and took their position in Iine.

About 8 o’clock the signal ¢ forward ” was sounded, and the regiment
commenced toadvanee toward Murfreesborough. At this time thefiring,
which had commenced at an early hour on our right, appeared to be near-
ing the pike to our right and rear, and the regiment had not advanced
more than about 100 paces when the command “right-about” was given,
and it retarned to its former position and again faced to the front, At
this time the enemy appeared advancing in line across the open country
direct in our front.

The regiment was then moved by the left flank across the turnpike,
its left resting on a elight elevation to the right of and near the railroad.
The enemy, then moving by his left flank, to gain cover of & wood on
our right, made an obligue change of front to rear on the left company.
The skirmishers, who (during this time under the command of Capt.
J. H. Williston, acting major) had been engaged with the enemy, with
slight loss, were now rallied and put in position on the right of the reg-
iment. In this position the regiment opened fire, and continued firing
until its ammunition was about exhausted, when it was relieved by the
Ninth Indiana, and retired a short distance and replenished its boxes.
It then took up pesition on the right of the brigade, extending obliquely
across the turnpike, and again opened fire. :

It here continued firing until a battery of the enemy opened upon
our right flank, when it retired across the railroad and took up pesition
on the left of the brigade, the right resting near and perpendicalar to
the railroad, the rest of the brigade baving taken position behind and
parallel with the railroad, After remaining in this position for some
time—the eremy not being within effective range of infantry, and saf-
fering considerably from his artillery, one shell from which, exploding
in the ranks, killed and wounded 8 men—it retired about 50 yards behind
a ridge, which afforded some protection.

Shortly after, hearing that the enemy’s cavalry was attempting to cross

the creek to our left and rear, and seeing a section of artillery, unsnp-

ported, opening in that direction, without waiting for orders I placed
the regiment in position on the right of the artillery. A few discharges
from the artillery, however, repulsed them. I was here met by a mem-
ber of the staff of the colonel commanding the brigade, and directed to
remain there until further orders.

Shortly after, by direction of General Ros;ecransilthe regiment took ita
former position in the field, behind & crest of the hill, which it occupied
during the remainder of the day, sustaining some loss from the enemy’s
artillery, but without opportunity of returning its fire,

‘During the following day the regiment was not engaged, remaining
in donble column in reserve on the left of the railroad and near the
creek, ag it did also during Friday, until in the afternoon, when the
enemy made his attack on our left. The column was then moved by the
left flank across the creek to our extreme left, where it was deployed.
The enemy was at this time repulsed, and retiring in confusion. I was
ordered to advance the regiment in line, and did so without firing until
ordered to balt at the skirt of a wood. The enemy having retreated
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across an open fleld and disappeared in & wood beyond, a single battery
of the enemy, posted in the skirt of the wood, wag continuing its fire,
The regiment was directea to fire one volley in the direction of the bat-
tery, and did so, immediately after which the firing on both sides ceased.
It being now dark, the regiment remained in this position until relieved
by the Twenty-first Illinois, when it was ordered into position to the
rear, which terminated its part in the ehgagement,

The following is the list of casnalties:* Total commissioned officers
killed, 1; wounded, 2. Total eulisted men killed, 13; wounded, 102;
;%izsing, 6. Total engaged—cummissioned officers, 19; enlisted men,

Of the above list, five were wounded in the engagement on Friday
evening. Sergeants Titns and Huston were carrying the colors at the
tine they were wounded. Lieutenant Biythe, quartermaster, was with
the regiment during the engagement on Wednesday, and rendered effi-
cientservice. Both officers and men displayed great coolness and steady
bravery throughout the entire engagement, performing all maneuvers
with accaracy and precision, and, even when not engaged and sufferin
ggv;rely from the enemy’s artillery, not attempting to move nntil orde

0 80,

Sergeant McKay, of Company E, commanding the company from the
commencement of the engagement, and Sergeant MeMahon, temporarily
in command of Company H, displayed great coolness and courage, and
are eminently deserving of promotion. Corpl. J. P. Patterson, of the
color-guard, seized the colors when Sergeant Huston fell, and bore them
gallantly daring the remainder of the engagement,

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
) AQUILA WILEY,
Lieutenant-Oolonel Forty-first Ohio Vols., Comdg, Regiment.
Magj. BR. L, KIMBERLY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

No. 136.

Report of COol. William Grose, Thirty-sizth Indiana Infantry, command-
ing Third Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION,
Lerr Wixe, ARMY OF THE (UMBERLAND,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863,

SIR : In accordance with duty, I have the honor to submit the report
of the part this brigade, under my command, took in the recent battles
before Murfreesborongh,

The five regiments—Thirty-sixth Indiana, Major Kinley; Twenty-
fourth Ohio, Colonel Jones; Sixth Ohio, Colonel Anderson; Eighty-
fourth Illinois, Colonel Waters; Twenty-third Kentucky, Major Ham-
rick ; aggregate officers and men, 1,788—left our camp, near Nashrville
December 26, 1862, with the division; bivouacked that night in front of
La Vergne, 12 miles distant.

Next day, 27th, we moved to the west bank of Stewart’s Creek, 5

* Nominal list amitted.
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miles, and my brigade was put in position in front, to the right of the
pike. The pickets of the enemy were separated from ours by the creek.
With light skirmishing, we rested here until Monday morning, the 20th,
when we received orders, and moved forward in double lines of battle on
the right of the pike, the Thirty-sixth Indiana and Eighty-fourth Ilinois
in the front line, wading Stewart’s Creek, waist-deep to most of the men,
to within 23 miles of Murfreesborough, where we arrived near sunset,
with skirmishing all the way, which was only ended by the close of the
day. We there rested for the night. )

At early morn skirmishing again commenced, and continued during
the day with more severity than before, the artillery taking a heavy
part. This ended again with the day. Up to this time the loss in my
brigade was 10 wounded. During the night it was relieved from the
front by the brigade of Colonel Hazen, and retired to the 1ear to rest,
and to be held in reserve. .

Thus, on the bright Wednesday morning, December 31, the division,
under command of its brave general, at early day was in battle line.
The brigade of General Cruft on the right, that of Colonel Hazen on the
left, both in double lines, with my brigade in reserve in rear of the con-
ter, in supporting distance, with the batteries of Cockerill and Parsons
in position to support the lines. While we were perfecting our linesin
the morning, the divisions of Generals Negley and Roussean filed by my
rear through a heavy cedar grove, which lay in rear of General Cruft’s
brigade, and immediately ap to the right of my brigade; the brigade of
Colonel Hazen in ar open cotton-fleld, the pike dividing his left from
the division of General Wood, the lines of these two divisions resting
nearly perpendicular to the pike.

The engagement had been raging flercely some distance to our right
during the early morning, and at near 8 ¢’clock the clash of arms to our
right bad so far changed position that I saw the rear of my brigade
would soon be endangered. Hence I set to work changing my front to
rear, which was done in quick time, with the left, when changed, a little
retired, to support the right of Colonel Hazen’s brigade, then closely
engaged with the enemy, our two brigades forming a V. My brigade
wag not more than thus formed to the rear before the enemy appeared
in heavy lines, pressing the forces of ours that had been engaged to the
right of our division on our front in fearfal confusion. In this new for
mation the Sixth Qhio and Thirty-sizth Indiana were in the front lines,
the latter on the right, supported in the second line by the Eighty-fourth
Ilinois and Twenty-third Kentacky, with the Twenty-fourth Ohio in an
oblique form, a little to the right of the rear line. In this shape the
Thirty-sixth Indiana and Sixth Ohio advanced into the woodland abont
250 yards, and there met the enemy in overwhelming numbers.

Here Major Kinley and Captain Shultz, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana,
fell, the former-named badly wounded, the latter killed ; Colonel Ander-
son, of the Sixth Ohio, was here wounded, and his adjutant, A. G. Will-
iams, and Lieutenant Foster, fell dead, with several others of their com-
rades, These tworegiments were forced from the woodland, and retired
to the right, in the direction of the pike, while the other three regiments,
aided by the eight-gun battery, commanded by Lieutenant Parsons, with
the efficient aid of Lieutenants iE[untingt;on and Cushing, poured a galling
fire into the ranks of the pursuing enemy, causing them to break in
confusion and retire back to the woods out of our reach, leaving the
fleld covered with their dead and dying, with the heavy loss of the
Thirty-sixth Indiana and Sixth Ohio lying with them on the bloody
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field. After some half an hour or three-guarters the enemy renewed
his attempts to advance, but was again repulsed with heavy loss on
both sides.

After this, then, between 11 and 12 o’clock, the enemy not appearing
in our immediate front, the lines of our forces that had retired or been
driven from the right by this time were reformed parallel with the pike,
50 that the front of the brigade was again changed, so as to assist the
brigade of Colonel Hazen in the direction as formed in the morning.
The Twenty-fourth Ohio and Thirty-sixth Indiata were soon thrown for-
ward near the pike and had a terrible conflict with the enemy. Here
Colonel Jones and Major Terry both fell, and were carried off the field
in a dying condition.

Each regiment of the brigade, from this until night closed the awfal
scene, alternately took its part in holding the position that we cccupied
in the morning. The enemy having gained the heavy cedar woods to
the right, where we first took position in the morning, it became neces-
sary to so change our position as to not be in reach of small-arms from
that woodland ; hence, at nightfall the center of the front line of the
brigade laid on the pike and diagonally across the same, fronting to the
southeast, our left resting at the right of the lines of General Wood’s
division. 'We were then a little retired, and the center of the brigade
abont 250 yards to the left of where we commenced in the morning.
We ceased fighting for the night, with the front lines on the pike.
During the day each of the regiments, having exhausted, had to re-
plenish, their ammunition, many of them having fired over 160 rounds.

‘When Major Kinley, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, fell, nearly at the
commencement in the morning, the command devolved upon Captain
Woodward ; and apon the fall of Colonel Jones and Major Terry, of the
Twenty-fourth Ohio, Captain Weller was left in command.

Although I was at Shilob, and scommanded in that battle at the head
of General Buell’s army, and fought throughout that battle with that
army, yet this battle, the last day of the old year, was by far the most
terrible and blecdy in my command that I have ever witnessed.

Daring the latter part of the night, or, rather, early in the morning
of January 1, our whole line was retired, for a more eligible position,
600 or 700 yards, and my brigade was relieved from the front, and re-
tired for rest.

During Thursday, Jannary 1, we were ordered to cross the north bank
of Stome’s River, to support a division on the extreme left of our line,
an attack being anticipated in that direction, but returned to cur rest-
ing place before night, no attack being made that day.

On the next day, January 2, in the forenoon, we were again ordered
across the river to support the division there in position, with its right
resting on the river bank, and its lines (double lines) formed at right
angles to the river, extending therefrom about one-half mils. The river
below the right of the division line, about 800 yards, changes direction,
ranning about one-half mile in the rear, and nearly parallel to the lines
of the division, formed as above, When my brigade arrived on the
ground, I was requested to put it in position so as to protect the left
flank of the division referred to, and repel any attack that might be
made in that direction.

The Twenty-third Kentucky was posted to the left of the division
spoken of about 200 yards, retired ; the Twenty-fourth Ohio 300 yards
to ita rear, fronting the same way; the Thirty-sixth Indiana, to the reaz
of the Twenty-fourth Ohio, fronting diagonally to the flank of the other
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two, the right of the Thirty-sixth Indiana distant from the left of the
Twenty-fourth Ohio about 150 yards, and with directions specially given
to each of these regiments to change front as the exigencies of the case
might require in case of an attack. The Eighty-fourth Illinois and
Sixth Ohio were placed 1650 yards from the left of the Thirty-sixth In-
diana, in one line, fronting the same direction as the Twenty-fourth and
Twenty-third, as well as in the same direction of the division 8o posted
(s above) to our right and front, the right of the Eighty-fourth Illinois
resting on the binff at the river, with the Third Wisconsin Battery near
the left and front of the Eighty-fourth; the Sixth Ohio on the lett of
the Bighty-fourth Ilinois. Thus in position, I took the precaution to
bave each regiment hurriedly throw before thom barricades of such
materials, fences, buildings, &c., as were at command. .

About 3.30 p, m. the enemy came in against the division in front and
right (as above shown in position) in strong force, perhaps in three lines,
and with three batteries distributed along the front, and a heavy contest
engued, waich lasted from one-half to three-fourths of an hour, when the
lines of the division gave way in considerable confusion, refiring toward
the river, and many of them breaking through the lines of my brigade.
I went to my front regiments and superintended the changing of their
fronts, respectively, 80 as to meet the enemy the best we could, coming
from an unexpected direction, which, to some extent, threw the Fwenty-
third Kentucky and Twenty-fourth 6hio, my sdvanced front regiments,
into confasion, and caused them to retire toward the left of the main line
of the brigade;rll)lut they kept up a atrong fire on the advancing enemy as
they retired. e Thirty-sixth Indiana ehanged its front, and, as the ene-
my’s lines came near, opened on them a deadly fire; bat on they came,
until in reach of the Bighty-fourth Illinois and Sixth Ohio, behind their
barricades, when both these regiments saluted them with & terrible fire,
and by this time all my regiments were engaged, and the masses of the
enemy began to falter, and soon broke in disorder, and commenced their
flight back over the farm they had so flercely advanced upor, pursaed
by the Thirty-sixth Indiana, Twenty-third Kentucky, and Twenty-fourth
Chio to the line occupied by the ount-picket posts of the division before
the battle commenced. '

Here night overtook us, the battle was over, and the enemy was gone
beyond the reach of our guns. Oolonel Hazen’s brigade erossed the river
to our rear to support us about the time of the enemy’s retreat, and
moved closely after my pursaing regiments, to give assistance if needed.
Some other forces collected or crossed the river to my right, and moved
up the river bank in pursait of the enemy a8 my regiments advanced.
‘What forces these were I have not learned. The battery posted near
the brigade at the commencement of this day’s fight fired a few rounds
and took a hasty leave from the field, and I have not made its acquaint-
ance since.

Artillery from the opposite side of the river rendered valuable aid by
playing upon the enemy in his advance and retreat.

Our loss this day was not large compared with that of the 31st. That
of the enemy was very heavy. ;

I eannot too favorably notice the coolness and promptuess of each and
every field officer of the brigade. They seemed to vie with each other
which should most promptly execute every command, without regard to
danger; and the line officers and men of the respective regiments ap-
peared not to fear or know danger. New and old regiments alike acted
the heroic part and braved every peril.
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QOaptain Weller, in command of the Twenty-fourth Ohio, fell at his
post on the last battle-fleld, and left Captain Cockerill in command, who
bravely and skillfully performed his whole duty; and as much may be
said of Captain Wood ward, whosucceeded to the command of the Thirty-
sixth Indiana upon the fall of Major Kinley at a critical and perilous
moment in the first day’s engagement.

1 am under lasting obligations to my staff and orderlies for their effi-
cient assistance during these several days’ fighting. OCaptain Peden,
Thirty-sixth Indiana, is entitled to great credit for his aid rendered me
up to the time he fell, wounded, on the 31st.

Lieut. J. P. Duke, of the Twenty-third Kentucky, also on my staff,
deserves a high meed of praise for promptness and aid rendered me at
all times during the whole of these engagements, Dr. Bilas H. Kersey,
aoting brigade surgeon, with unsurpassed industry and skill, has ren-
dered invaluable assistance to the woanded.

My mounted orderlies, Frank Brough, Frank Webb, Albert Woods,
William D.8mith, Martin Mann, and Louis Miller, of the Second Indiana
Cavalry, George Bhirk and Isaac Biglow, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana
Infantry, rendered me valnable service. But I am left to remember and
lament with friends the fall, in this mighty struggle for hnman prowess,
of such brave spirits as Colonel Jones, Major %erry, Captains Weller,
Shultz, King, Adjutant Williams, Lieutenants Foster, Ball, Abercrom-
bie, and others, whose earthly conflicts have closed with these battles
I may truthfelly add that I mourn with those whe mourn over these
irreparable losses.

To the brave wounded, whose fate may or may not be uncertain, you
?;lve my earnesf prayers for a speedy restoration to health and unse-

ness,
fl?he casnalties of the brigade, a8 near as can be ascertained, are a8
ollows :

Command. .

§ o181
L] €

g | % g & 5 g
10 4 &8 12 o8

8 B 50 22 88

33 65| 119 L] 167
2 8 85 18
2 4| 184 14 pi
o 22| 456 ™ 450

List of which, with the reports of the regimental commanders for
farther details, are herewith respectfully forwarded.
I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,
' WM. GROBE,
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade (Old Tenth).
Oapt. D. W. NorTeN,
Aoting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division.
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The following shows the position on Jannary 2, before the battle over the river, of
Colonel Beatty's division and Colonel Grose’s brigads. Bsrricades before regiments

of brigade.
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Report of Surg. Silas H. Kersey, Thirty-sizth Indiana Infantry, Acting
Brigade Surgeon.

HEADQUARTERS MEDIOAL DEPARTMENT THIRD BRIGADE,
Jenuary 9, 1863,

DEAR S1m: I have the honor to transmit the following list of casunal-
ties saffered by your command in the recent series of engagements with
the enemy before Murfreesborongh, to wit: *

Before closing this report, permit me, respectfully, to call attention to
the faithfol manner in which the regimental medical officers of the several
regiments composing the Third Brigade have discharged the arduous
duties incumbent on them under circumstances the most trying, viz: T.
3. Bayse, assistant surgeon Thirty-sixth Regiment Indiana Volunteer
Infantry, was assigned the duty of administering anmsthetics, which he
has so far accomplished in every operation without producing any un-
toward symptoms in a single case, and at the same time attended to the
dressing of all the slighter wounds of his own regiment, thus perform-
ing double duty by day and night since the commeneement of the battle.

I would also make honorable mention of A. M. Morrison, assistant
surgeon Twenty-third Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, who was ap-
pointed to keep the register, which necessarily occupied a large portion
of his time, notwithstanding which, by constant industry and energy,
his wonnded have been well cared for.

Assistant Surgeon McDill, of the Eighty-fourth Illinois, had so large
a list of wounded that his time has been almost wholly oncupied with
them_;t. they, too, have been as well attended as circumstances would
permi

* Table, here omitted, embodied in No. 136. p. 563.
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‘We have, up to this date, a smaller propertional list of deaths from
wounds after entering hospital than any other division hospital in the
eft wing of this army corps. Two cases of erysipelas have appeared
in stumps—one of the arm, near the shoulder; the other the leg. They
were immediately separated from the other inmates and cared for in a
tent to themselves. The utmost care and vigilance is constantly exer-
cised over the wounded that the limited room and means will permit.

I have, sir, the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
8. H. KERSEY,
Acting Surgeon Third Brigade.
W. GrosEg,
Oolonel, Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 138.
Report of Ool. Louis H. Waters, Eighty-fourth Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTY-FOURTH ILLINOI® VOLUNTEERS,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863.

Smr: Early in the morning of December 31, by direetion of Colonel
Grose, commanding Third Brigade, my command took position on the
left of the brigade, front perpendicular to the pike, with the Twenty-
third Xentucky on my right and the Twenty-fourth Ohio in my rear.
In a short time it became evident that the division on our right was
being rapidly driven in, whereupon I changed front to the right, and
got my command under the protection of a ledge of rocks. The enemy
soon appeared in the cedar woods in our front, and we opened fire upon
him. Wae here had 5 men severely wounded. Lieutenant Parsons’ bat-
tery having changed position from our-left to the pike in ifs rear, I
retired my left to support the battery, moving my right to the position
before occupied by my left.

About 12 o’clock, the battery having moved forward on the pike

nearly to the cotton-field in frout, by direction of Cdlonel Grose we
moved forward to support the batiery on the right, and immediately
commenced firing upon the enemy lying across the cotton-field and
meadow in our front. During this time there were two regiments of
some other division npon my right, engaging the enemy somewhat to
their right, and Stevens’ Punnsylvania battery was in rear of my center.
Both these regiments gave way, and left the field in considerable confu-
sion, leaving Stevens' battery without any sapport.
- I immediately retired the right of my regiment, so as to protect this
battery as far as possible until it could be taken from the field. It had
done excellent service, and was not to be lost without a struggle. As
soon as it was started from the field, I again retired my right, so as to
have the protection of a ledge, some 60 paces to the rear. ]izrom this
ledge we kept up a steady fire upon the enemy, now oceupying the skirt
of the cedar woods in our front, until Lientenant Parsons’ hattery, for
want of ammunition or support on his left, was compelled to retire
beyond the pike. While occupying this position we suffered terribly
from the fire of stragglers, who had sought cover behind some cabins
in our rear, and were firing wildly at the enemy over oar line.

Captain Higgins and others of my command called to me that their
men were being wounded by the firing from the cabins. I reluctantly
withdrew my command to the railroad, some 350 yards distant, and from
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thence, by Colonel Grose’s direction, to some woods to the left, where we
rested for the night. At the ledge where we made our last stand we left
24 of our dead.

In the fight on the 2d instani we were posted by Colonel Grose on the
left of his brigade line, and I cannot report anything that did not occur
under the observation of Colonel Grose, who on this occasion, as on the
31st, was wherever duty called him, regardless of danger. After the
enemy commenced retreatiog, I advanced my command to the corn-field
in our front, and there learned, to my surprise, that our ammunition was
exhansted. We had fired 50 rounds.

My command, on the morning of the 31st nltimo, consisted of 3 field
and staff and 21 company officers and 336 enlisted men, Lieutenants Ball
and Abercrombie, two as gallant gentlemen as ever fonght beneath the
atars and stripes, fell at their posts in the first engagement. .

On the 318t we loat in killed 35 officers and men, and had wounded
121. On the 2d we had 5 wounded. On both occasions my command,
as well as the other regiments of Colonel Grose’s brigade, was nearly
crushed by the herd of officers and men of other divisions, as they fled
panie-gtricken, before tite enemy ; yetit stood like & “human wood,” and
officers and men vied with each other in beating back the fngitives.

To the coolness and fearlessness of Lientenant-Colonel Hamer, Major
Morton, snd my company officers, and the bravery of our men, are we
indebted for whatever of credit the regiment may deserve. In this
connection I cannot omit the opportanity of bearing testimony to the
gallaptry of Lieutenant Parsons and the efficiency of his battery.

I herewith inclose a list of my killed and wounded,* which is as nearly
correct a8 I can now make it. Many slightly wounded are not included
in the list.

Very reapectfu our obedient servan
ery respectiully, y % 5. WATERS,

Oolonel, Commanding Bighty-fourth Illinois Volunteers.

QOapt. B. SOUTHGATE, o
Acting Assistont Adjutant-General, Third Brigade.

No. 139.
Report of Oapt. Pyrrhus Woodward, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry.

Hpgus, THIRTY-RIXTH REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
January 6, 1863.

81 : It devolves upon me, as the temporary commander of the Thirty-
sixth Regiment, to report the part taken by it in the recent engage-
ments before Murfreesborough, and on the march thither.

On the 28th ultimo we were bivouacked on the west bank of Stewart's
Oreek, 10 miles from Murfreesborough, in sight of the enemy’s cavalry
pickets. At an early hour the next morning, 29th ultimo, we moved
forward in line of battle, and arrived within sight of the enemy’s rifle-
pits, 24 miles from Murfreesborough, at 4 p. m. There we retained oar
position in front, the regiment doing picket duty the night of the 20th,
and losing 1 man of Company D, wounded. We retained our position
in front during the day and night of the 30th ultimo, losing 1 man
wonuded in Company 1.

* Embodied in rsvised statement, p. 213,
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We were relivved on the morning of the 31st uliimo by the Ninth
Indiana Regiment, and at daylight of the same day our regiment was
called out nnder arms, expecting to participate in a general attack on
the enemy’s positions at Murfreesborough. Just as we had formed our

ine, and were preparing to advance, a terrific fire on the right of our
position disclosed the fact that the battle had opened. In compliance
with orders from you, my regiment, countermarched, changed front, and
advanced to the edge of a cedar thicket, to the right and rear of our
first position, forming the right flank of the brigade, whers it was evi-
dent onr services would socon be needed. Hardly had we taken our
position when the enemy was upon us. Concealed from the view of
my men by the thick undergrowth of cedar, the first indication they had
of hig presence wae a volley from his muskets, which riddled our ranks.
It was my impression that the Fifteenth U. 8, Infantry was in my front,
28 we had been informed that such was the fact on entering the thicket;
hence the precaution of throwing out skirmishers had not been taken.

Up to this time Maj. Isaac Kinley retained command of the regiment,
but at this point was seriously, perhaps fatally, wonnded, being struck
in the thigh by a musket-ball. Here, too, Capt. A. D, Shaltz, of Com-
pagy B, fell, mox:t“mound;dtil while bravely encomraging his ml;o:d-
and every moun ocer of the iment, excopt the adjutan
his horse shot under him. rogitment P A .

After delivering a few well-aimed volleys at the enemy, it became ap-
parent; that our position could not be held, the line having been already
confused by the Fifteenth Regulars passing out between my left and the
right of the Bixth Ohio, and our right and left flanks, as well a8 our
front, being to the enemy’s fire.

He quickly wvered his advantage, and, charging upor my regi-
ment with fonr timea its number, compelled it to retire, cotting it off
from the brigad%, and separating two of my companies (A and O) from
the regiment. The strongeat efforts were made by all the officers of my
regiment to rally the men, and, though their bravery was unquestioned
and they exhibited a strong disposition to maintain their ground, the
fire of the enemy was too hot to admit of it, and they were retired to a
point a short distance from the scepe of our first conflict. Here, with
the valuable assistance of Oapt. Gilbert Trusler and Adjt. J. H. Mo-
Clung and other officers of the regiment, [ succeeded in forming onr
line, and again advanced nnder a heavy fire to the front. Not a man of
my command flinched, and for eight long hours we assisted in maintain-
ing our position inat the farions assaults of the enemy.

First Lient. J. W, J. Smith and Second Lieut. J, C. Byram, both of
QCompany @, were wounded in the early part of the day, and compelled
to retire from the fleld.

At 4 p. m., the fire having slackened, we noted our condition and
strength, and found that out of 430 commissioned officers and men, with
whom we had entered the battle in the morning, 213 remained. This
pumber was increased, by the arrival of those who had become sepa-
rated from the regiment during the day, to 283.

On Januvary 1 we rested, and, although my men were exposed to a
heavy fire from the enemy;s artillery during several hours of the day,
none of them were killed or wonnded.

On the morning of the 24, by your order, we moved across the river,
taking a position on its northeast bank, behind a barricade eonstmcbeti
by my men. We had remained here bat a few hours when the enemy
made a strong and sudden attack on our position from the direction of
our right flank, while his batteries to our right gave my line a raking
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fire. Then, by your order, I changed position, moving by the left flank
a distance of 200 yards. It was a terrible struggle, but the territic fire
to which the enemy was exposed for an hour compelied his lines to break
and retire in disorder. At this juncture my men were ordered to charge
the enemy, which they did with alacrity, balting not until darkness put
an end to the pursvit. Capt. J. H. King, of Company G, was killed in
this last engagement while gallantly encouraging his men at the barri-
cade. He died nobly, bravely. .

Our loss, colonel, In this series of engagements, is as follows:*
Killed, 25 ; wounded, 91 ; missing, 18. Total loss in killed, wounded,
and missing, 134. o . .

In concluding my report to you, colonel, I wish again to call your
attention to the bravery and gallant conduct of both the officers and
men of my regiment, and to thank them for their noble conduet and
bearing throughout all the trying scenes from December 28 to January
3. They are worthy of immortal honor. . .

Too much cannot be said in praise of the glorious dead. Captains
Shultz and King still live with us, though their bodies molder in the
earth. The enemy enconntered no braver or truer spirits in those trying
hattles.

How sleep the brave who sink to rest,
By all their country’s wishes bleased!

1 am, colonel, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
’ ’ PYBRHUS WOODWARD,

Captain, Comdg, Thirty-sizth Regiment Indiana Volunteers.

Col. W. GRoSE,
Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 140.
Beport of Maj. Thomas H. Hamrick, Twenty-third Kentucky Infantry.

HuiDQUARTEERS TWENTY-THIRD KENTUCKY INFANTRY,
Camp in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., Jonuary 5, 1863.

S1R: I hereby beg leave to make my report of the part taken by the
Twenty-third genttgmky Infantry in the two battles before Murfrees-
borongh, December 31, 1862, and January 2, 1863: ‘ )

On mber 26, 1862, we left our camp, near Nashville, with 282
men, and took up our line of march with the brigade, under the com-
mand of Col. William Grose, in the rear of the Sixth Ohio. Halted near
La Vergne at dusk, where we bivouacked during the night.

On the morning of the 27th, my regiment was detailed as guard to
General Palmer’s division train. At night we took up our position with
the brigade.

On the 28th (Sunday), we moved to the front with our brigade, and

were placed as reserve to the Eighty-fourth Illinois. ]

On the 29th, we moved forward, crossed Stewart’s Creek, waist-deep,
and followed the Bighty fourth Illinois in line of battle. Remained in
front all night with the brigade.

On the 30tk, I was ordered forward some 400 yards, to sapport Par-
sons’ (reyrular) battery, on the right, where we remained until dark,

* Nominal list omifted.
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when we were relieved, and ordered some 400 yards to the rear and into
the timber, for rest.

On the 31st (Wednesday), I was ordered to form in line oo the left of
the Bixth Ohio, fronting the enemy’s battery in front, when, the fire
becoming heavy upon our right and rear, Colonel Grose ordered me to
change my front, which I immediately did, fucing the direction of the
enemy’s fire, when I was ordered to unsling knapsacks. I was then
ordered to move forward and support the Sixth Ohio, which I did, moving
as far as the skirt of the wood on my left, when General Palmer rode
ap and ordered me to retire to the support of Parsons’ battery.

At this time the stampede from the right became general from the
woods in our front. I had some fear of being carried away with it, bat
fourd no difficulty in moving my men to the sapport of the battery,
forming my right on the battery, and my left resting on the wood. The
enemy appeared on our front, and poared in & galling fire wpon ns, with
the intention, it seemed, to charge the battery. Some regiment formed
upon my left, resting in the woods. The battery opened a cross-fire upon
the enemy, as did also my regiment and the one upon my left, driving
him back in great confusion and with heavy loss. The battery retired,
when I was ordered to change my front and form behind a ledge of rocks,
and cause my men to lie down and await the approach of the enemy.
The enemy’s fire becoming very heavy, I was ordered to fall back with
my command to the railroad, in rear of the Twenty-fourth Ohio, which
I did slowly and in good order.

After remaining there for some thirty minutes, I was ordered to move
forward and relieve the Twenty-fourth Ohio, whose ammunition was
exhausted. This I did under a heavy fire from the enemy. That posi-
tion I held for fifty-five minutes, driving the enemy back with my superior
guns under cover of the woods, when we were relieved and ordered to
the rear for ammunition. :

At 530 p. m. I was again ordered to the front, when I took the posi-
tion in the wood, in front of the railroad, occapie@ by me before I was
ordered to the rear, which point I occupied until I was relieved, at 1 a.
m., when I was again ordered to the rear for refreshments and rest.

On January 1, ] was ordered to the rear and center of Van Oleve’s and
Wood’s divisions, where I remained until 12 m., when I was ordered to
cross the river to our left, where I remained until 2.30 p. m., when I was
ordered to recross the river and go into camp for & night’s rest.

On January 2, I was again ordered with the brigade to cross the river,
when Colonel Grose ordered me to take a position behind a fence, on
the extreme front and left. 1 threw omt three companies as skirmish-
ers. I remained in position until 3.30 p. m., when the enemy appeared,
driving back the forces on my right. The Fifty-ninth Ohio broke and
ran across my front, and some of them over my men, who were lying
behind the fence in line. I saw that the enemy were driving back the
forces upon my right, so I changed my front and opened upon him. I
had no sooner done so than a battery opened upon my left with grape,
and at the same time a fire of small-arms was opened npon my left and
rear, placing me within a cross-fire. I then attempted to move my men
back to the brigade, when some stragglers raised the cry, “ We are sur-
rounded,” and I found it was impossible to kesp my men in order. They
then fell back in confusion. I sncceeded in rallying most of them in
the woods on the left of the brigade. The balance, with a few exceptions,
rallied and returned.

The enemy was then driven back with heavyloss. I then moved for.
ward beyond my original position, keeping open a heavy fire upon him.
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When we halted we were 500 yards in advance and to the right of our
original position, and occupying the ground of our former picket lin,
which position we held until dark, when, being relieved, we return
to our position occupied before the engagement, having lost in the two
days’ engagements 8 killed, 51 wounded, and 22 missing.

Ohaplain William H. Black deserves especial praise for the manner
in which he acted, being always at his post, and rendering aid and com-
fort to the wounded, both while the fight was going on and during the
two succeeding nights. Dr. A. M. Morrison also deserves great praise
for his kindness and attention to the wounded at all hours, day and
night. )

My officers, line and staff, acted with great coolness and bravery,
with a few exceptions, which I cannot particalarize in this report.

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant,
THOMAS H. HAMRICK,

Major, Qommanding Regimend.
Capt. R. SoOUTHGATE
Aoting Assistant Adjutant. General, Third Brig., Second Div.

No. 141.
Report of Col. Nicholas L. Anderson, Siwth Ohio Infoniry.

NasavILLE, TENN., January 7, 1863,

COOLONEL : In accordance with orders from headquarters, I have the
honor to make the following report of the part taken by the Bixth Regi-
ment Ohio Volunteers in the late series of battles, beginning on the
morning of December 31 :

At about 8 a. m. on that day we were drawn up in line of battle in the
open field to the north of the burnt brick house, and to the west of the
cedars, while Ronssean’s division filed by us to get position. Searcely
had the rear of that column passed when heavy firing was heard to our
right, coming from the ¢edars and approaching rapidly. I was ordered
with my regiment into the woods. I immediately changed front and
advanoced some 200 yards, when I saw cur troops flying in wild disorder,
and hotly pursued by the enemy. I formed my line and awaited the
escape of our men and the nearer advance of the enemy. In a few
moments a terrible fire was opened on us, scarce 100 yards distant, from
a rebel line apparently four deep. This fire we returned, and a dread-
ful carnage ensued on hoth sides. Finding myself hotly pressed, I had
determined on a charge, and the order was already given to fix bayonets,
when 1 saw my regiment fianked almost completely on both sides by
two rebel regiments. I gave the order to fall back, firing. As soon as
we reached the edge of the woods, Lientenant Parsons, of the Fourth
gB.egula.r) Artillery, opened on the enemy with terrible effect, and I re-

ormed my line bekind his guns, having held wmy position against tre-
mendous odds, but with great aacriflce, for forty minutes.

I then replenished my ammunition, and was soon after ordered.to
throw my regiment diagomnally across the Murfreesborough pike and
hold that position. This I did, under a destructive fire and with much
loss, during the rest of the day and until midnight, when I waa relieved
by the Twenty-fourth Obio, and took my regiment a short distance to
the rear.

Daring January 1, my regiment was moved from one place to another
a8 the plan of the battle required, but did not get into any general action.
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On Friday, the 2d, my regiment was ordered with the brigade across
the river, and placed in position on & slight eminence to the rear of and
a8 & support to Van Cleve’s division.

All was quiet until about 3.30 p. m., when a tremendous fire was heard
along our front, and whole masses of the enemy were hurled againgt
Van Cleve's division, which soon gave way. The enemy came down
boldly, when I brought my regiment into action, simultaneously with
the Eighty-fourth Illinois, and weopened a severe cross-fire on the enemy.
For more than an hour we held the hill, and under our heavy fire, and
that of a battery from the other side of the river, the~enemy soon gave
wa&yés and when re-enforcements poured in for us they were already in fall
retreat.

-We held our position without farther molestation till Sunday morning,
whe;nesr‘e were ordered across the river into camp, the enemy having re-
trea

My regiment, both officers and men, behaved thronghout with energy,
courage, and discipline. The loss was 177 killed, wounded, and missing.
Among the former was Adjutant Williams, who fell cheering the men
on, regardless of all personal danger. Accompanying is a correct list
of the casualtiea,*

Respectfally,
N. L. ANDERGON,
Colonel, Commanding Sizth Ohio Volunteers.
Colonel GrosE,
Oommanding Tenth Brigade.

No. 142,
Report of Capt. Armistead T. M. Cookerill, Twenty-fourth Ohio Infaniry.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FOURTH OHIO REGIMENT,
' January 6, 1863,

SIR: Thave the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by the Twenty-fourth Ohio Regiment in the recent battles before Mur-
freesborough, Tenn., of December 31, 1862, and January 2, 1863:

Our regiment being one of the five regiments composing the Tenth
Brigade, commanded by Col. William Grose, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana
Regiment, numbered on the morning of December 31, 1862, 314 enlisted
men and 14 commissioned officers {Company A. being detached, and was
ot with the regiment), Col. Frederick 0. Jones commanding, Maj. Henry
Terry acting lientenant-colonel, Capt. Enoch Weller acting major, Adjt.
H. Y. Graham, Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill, commanding Company D ;
Capt. George M. Bacon, commanding Company E; Lieut. Charles R.
Harman, commanding Company F; Lieut. Benjamin J. Horton, com-
manding Company I; Lieat. D. W. C. Wadsworth, commanding Com-
pany O; Lient. William O. Beck, Company C; Lieut. Jacob Diehl, com-
manding Oompany H; Lieut. August Draeger, Company H: Lient.
John Acker, comma.ntfing Company G, and Lieut. Isaac N, Dryden,
commanding Company B.

Early in the morning of the 31st ultimo heavy artillery and musketry
firing was distinctly heard on our right, and as the sound neared onr
position it was evident that our forces were falling back, and our posi-
tion in danger of being flanked, when our front was immediately changed

*Embodied in revised statement, p. 913, o
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to the left and rear, immediately in rear of the 8ixth Ohio, which had
now become earnestly engaged with the enemy, who was under cover
of thick woods. We immediately moved forward to support the Sixth,
and were ordered to lie down in the open space, about 50 paces in their
rear, being much exposed to a galling fire of rebel infantry.

The deadly fire of the enemy in superior numhers was mowing down
the ranks of the gallant Sixth, and they were compelled to fall back.
Colonel Jones now ordered the regiment to fall back, which was done
in good order. We lhalted at abont 150 paces, and lay down to await
the enemy’s approach from the cover of the woods into the open space
that separated us. Un they came like a tornado that wounld destroy
everything in its path. ¥Encoaraged by their success in driving the
forces upon our right, they charged upon a battery lying upon cur right,
belonging to General Roussesu’s command, when almost simultaneousty
our forces lying in their front opened upon them with a tremendous fire
from our infantry and artillery, mowing them down almost by ranks,
causing dismay and confusion, when they broke and fled in disorder to
the cover of woods from which they had but just emerged.

- We had rested but a few minutes after this terrible encounter, when
an orderly of the gallant General Palmer delivered orders for us to move
donble-quick to the support of the Nineteenth Brigade (Colonel Hazen’s)
which was at this time gallantly resisting a furious charge of the robel
hordes in an open cotton-field on our left. We almostinstantly formed
on their right 1n the field, with Lieutenant Parsons’ Fourth {Regular)
Battery on our right. We remained in this position about one honr
and a half, amid the mosat terrible skower of ball and shell, encouraged
by the oooi and daring courage of our brigade commander, who was
apparently ownipresent, watching the movements of the enemy and
issuing his orders in person, when we were ordered to fall back to the
turnpike, where ancther stand was made.

‘We had remained in this position but a few minutes, exposed 10 a
severe cross-fire of the enemy, when Colonel Jones was mortally wonnded
and carried from the field. The command now devolved npon Maj.
Henry Terry, who displayed great coolness and bravery during the
brief period he was permitted to command. Onr position at this time
was very much exposed, and it was here that the regiment suffered
most. Major Terry was struck in the head and meortally wounded by
a fragment of shell; Lient. Charles R. Harman was almost instantly
killed, and Lieut. Benjamin J. Horton had his leg fractured so severely
that amputation was necessary. Oapi. Enoch Weller now assumed
command, assisted by me, when, onr ammunition being exhausted, the
regiment was relieved, and retired to the rear to replenish our cartridge-
bozxes, anrd again moved forward under cover of a cluster of timber,
where we remained until dark, under a terrible and dangerous fire of
the enemy’s artillery, directed at; some batteries upon our right and left,
which wounded several of our men.

Night closed the terrible carnage, and we retired to the rear to pre-

pare some refreshments and receive some rest, which was so much
needed after the fatigues of the day. After resting January 1, on'the
morning of January 2 onr regiment, with the brigade, moved acroas the
river to support the division of General Van Qleve, which was alone on
that side of the river. 'We prepared a small protection by removing
the rails from an adjoining fence and constructing a slight breastwork,
where we remained until about 3 p. m., when the enemy made & desper-
ate charge upon the divigion of General Van Cleve, and being in such

force they were compelled to give way, our position being in the rear -

and on the left of Van Cleve, immediately behind the Twenty-third

Caar, XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 573

Eentucky Regimeunt, which formed the advance of our brigade, the
Thirty-sixth Indiara, Sixth Ohio, and Eighty-fourth Ilinois being
immediately in our rear. The forees of Van Cleve were retreating in
confusion, running directly over our artificial covering, drawing the fire
of the enemy directly toward us.

Captain Weller, commanding the regiment, displayed great coclness
and bravery, ordering us to hold our position. The enemy were now
roshing wildly and madly on, and were near flanking our position, when
Captain Weller was instantly killed. The regiment now retired in con-
fusion under cover of some buildings and timber, when the Thirty-sixth
Indiana, Bixth Ohio, and Eighty-fourth Illircis Regiments poured in
such deadly volleys of musketry, cansing a check in the enemy’s ad-
vance, when the regiment rallied and agnin went gallantly into the
fight with her colors in the front. The command now devolving upon
me, the regiment was brought back and bivouacked with the brigade
upon the spot that but a few moments before had been the scene of
havoc and death.

At 3 a. m. the 3d instant I moved the regiment to the front on picket
duty, and remained unfil 12 m., when we were relieved and retired across
the river, which was waist-deep to the men. .

Too mueh praise cannot be bestowed apon the heroic and gallant
officers who sacrificed their lives in the late bloody encounters; they
were true and brave men. What more can be gaid?

Great praise is due personally to Capt. George M. Bacon, Lieutenants
Dryden, Horton, Diebl, Draeger, Wadsworth, Beck, and Adjutant Gra-
baw, for gallant and efficient services rendered during the entire en-
gagement, displaying that coolness and hravery so necessary iz such
emergencies.

The non-commissioned officers of the regiment performed well their
part of the drama, several of the companies being commanded by first
sergeants, who bravely and ably performed the taske assigned them.
Our killed and wounded were promptly cared for by the corps of musi-
cians under directions of Dr. Orr, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana Regiment,
who manifested great zeal and energy in having them comfortably pro-
vided for and dressing their wounds,

I canunot omit te notice that the gallant behavior of the regiment is
attributable to the brave example of our gallant brigade commander,
whose brave and heroie daring on the field of Shiloh was sfill fresh in
their memories. Also Brigadier-General Palmer, whose simplicity of
manners and kind words of encouragement to the men, conpled with the
cool and daring courage upon the field, cannot fail to inapire the men
with confldence in their commanders.

The command develving upon me when the last engagement was
nearly closed, I am unable to make a minute report in detail of the part
taken by the regiment in the recent desperate and bloody engagements
of December 31 and Jannary 2,

Our losg in killed, wonnded, and missing js as follows: Commis-
sioned officers killed, 4; wounded, 4. Enlisted men killed, 10; mor-
tally wonnded, 6; severely wounded, 62; missing, 12. Total killed,
wonnded, and missing, 98. Besides the foregoing, there are 20 slightly
wounded, but not disabled for duty,

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
A.T. M. COCKERILL,
Captain, Commanding Twenty-fourth Ohio Begiment.
Capt. R. SOUTHGATE,
Acting Asst, Adjt. Gen., Tenth Brig., Fourth Div.




