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LEFT WING.

Maj. Gen, TEHOMAS L. CRITTENDEN.

Firer (raTe 81xTH) DIvision.

2

First (late Fifteonth) Brigade.

El.) Brig. Gen. MILO 8. HaB0ALL.
2.) Col. GEoreE P. BuRLr.

100th Ilinois, Col. Frederick A. Bartleson.
Indiana :
Col. George P, Buell.
Lient. Col. James T. Embrue,
3d Kentucky:

Col, 8amuel McKee.
Maj. Daniel R. Collier,

26:h Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires.

1.} Brig. Gen. TEOMAS J. WooD.
2 Brig. Glen. MiLo 8. HASCAIL.

Seoond (late Twenty-first) Brigade.
Col. GEORGE D. WAGNEE.
15th Indiann, Lieut. Col. Gustavus A

40th Indiana :
Col. John W, Blake.
lii:,utﬁ(}ol. Elias Neff,

. Henry Leaming.

57l Indiana :
Col. Cyrus C. Hines.
Lieut. Col. George W, Lennard,
Capt. John 8. McGraw.

97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane.

Third (late Twentistk) Brigads.

Col. CrARLES G. HaRKER,

blet Indiana, Col. Abel D. Streight.
73d Indiana, Col. Gilbert Hathaway.

13th Michigan, Col. Mio

hael Shoemaker,

64th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Alexander MeIlvain,

65th Ohio:

Lieut. Col, Alexander Cassil.
Maj, Horatio N, Whitbeok,

Artillery.*

Maj. BEYMOUER Rack.

8th Indiana Battery,

Lieut (George Estop.

10th Indiana Battery, Capt. Jerome B. Cox.
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley.

BECOND (LATE Fourtn) DIvisioN,

Brig. (Gen. JouN M. PALMER.

First (lote Twenly-scoond) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. CHARLES CRUFT.
31st Indiana, Col, John Osborn.
1at Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart.
24 Kenpu}:ky, Col. Thomas D, Sedge-

WICK.
90th COhio, Col. Isaac N. Ross,

Seoond (late Ninetoonih) Brigade,
Col. WiLr1aM B. Hazenx.
110th Illineis, Col. Thomas 8. Casey.
9tk Indiana, Col, William H. Blake.
6th Kintueky, Col. Walter C. Wkita.

or.
41st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley.

* The Eighth Battery waa attached to the First Brigadle, the Tenth Battery o Bec-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to the Third Brigade,
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Third (late Tenth) Brigade.
Col. WiLLIsM GROSE.

84th Mlinois, Col. Louis H. Waters.
36th Indisna:
Maj. Isaac Kinley,
Capt, Pyrrhus Woodward.
#3d Eentucky, Maj. Thomas H. Hamrick.
6th Qhie, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson.
244h Ohio:
ﬁol. Fgedari'(i‘k C. Jonea.
aj. Henry Terry.
Capt. Enoch Wﬂer.
Capt. A, T, M. Cockerill,
Artillery.
Capt. WiLtiam E. STAWDART,
lst Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E. Standart,
1st Ohio, Battery F't
Capt. Daniel T. Cockerill.

Lieut, Norval Osbarn,
4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C, Parsona.

THRD (LaTE FIrTH) DI1vISION.

(1.) Brig. Gen. HORATIO P. VAN CLEVE.
(2.) Col. 8aAMURL BEaATTY,

First (late Elaventh) Brigade. Sesond (late Fourioenth) Brigads.
(l.g Col. BAMUEL BEATTY. Col. Jauzs P. Fyrrx.
(2.} Col. BeNgamix C, GRIDER. -
44th Indiana:

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Eneflor. Col. William C, Williams.

9th Eentucky : Lient. Col. 8imeon C. Aldrich.
Col. Benjamin C. Grider. 86th Indiana, Lient. Col, George F. Diok.
Lieut. Col. H. Cram. 13th Qhio :

Col. Joseph . Hawkins.
Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.
59th Ohio, Lieat. Col. William Howard,

1ith Eentucky, . Erasmus L. Mottley.
19th Ohio, Maj. hé;dm“ ¥. Manderson.

Third (late Twenty-third) Brigade.
Col. SamUEL W. Prick.

35th Indiana, Col. Bernard F. Mullen.
8th Kentueky:
Lieut, Col. Reuben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddna,
2lst Eentucky, Lient. Col, James C, Evans,
6lst Ohio, Lisut. Col. Richard W, MeClain.
99th Ohio:
Col. Peter T. Swaine.
Lieut. Col. John E. Commins,

Artillery.
Capt, GEORGE R. SwaLLow.

7th Indiana Battery, Capt. George R. Swallow.
Pennaylvania, Battery (20th), Lieut. Alanson J. Stevena.
3d Wisconein Battery, Lient. Cortland Livingston.
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No. 143.

Report of Brig. Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve, T. 8. Army, commanding Third
Division.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIvisiow, LEFT Wing,
ARMY OF T'HE CUMBERLAND,
—, 1863,

Masor: I have the honor to subumit the following report of the oper-
ations of my division on December 31, 1862:

At 7 o’clock in the morning of that day I received an order to cross
Stone’s River, on which my left rested, and march toward Murfrees-
borough. The First Brigade, Colonel! Beatty, Third Brigade, Colonel
Price, and the batteries, Captain Swallow commanding, were promptly
moved over aud formed in line. The Second Brigade, Colonel Fyffe,
being retained on the south side by a sabsequent order, my lines being
formed and about to advance, by your order I recrossed the river, leav-
ing the Third Brigade to guard the ford. With the First Brigade I
marched rapidly to the support of General Rousseau, whose division
was bard pressed by the enemy. We formed in a wood on the south
side of the Murfrecsborongh and Nashville turupike.

Our lines were no sooner formed than the enemy was seen advancing,
driving before him our scattered troops. QOur ranks were opened to
suffer these to pass, when they closed and opened on the enemy a with-
ering fire, which soon brought him to a halt. A murderous fire was
kept up on both sides abont twenty minuntes, when the enemy began tc
recoil. Uur second line now relieving the first with hearty cheers, the
rebels broke and retreated. The Second Brigade, coming up at this
moment, formed on the right and joined in the pursuit. We pressed
the enemy through this wood, then across an open fleld to another wood,
where they appeared to bave met with re-enforcements and reformed.

The Seventh Indiana Battery, Oaptain Swallow, joined us in the open
fleld and rendered efficient aid.

Here I received information from General Rosecrans that General
Rousseau was driving the eremy, accompanied with an order for me to
press them hard. At the same time I was notified by a messenger from
Colonel Harker, whose brigade was to my right and rear, that the
enemy were in force on my right, in a wooed, and were planting a bat-
tery there. [ immediately sent a message to Colonel Harker to press
the enemy hard, as I had no reserve to protect my right; to Captain
Swallow, who was doing good service with his battery, not to suffer it to
be captared ; to Colonel Beatty to send two regiments, if they could pos-
sibly be spared, to the sapport of Colonel Fyffe, and a fourth to Gen-
eral Crittenden, to inform him of my critical situation. The enemy
now poured a galling fire of musketry, accompanied with grape and
ghell, on oar right. Colonel Fyffe's brigade, supported by Captain
Swallow’s battery, gallantly returned the fire, but, being overpowered
by numbers on front and flank, were soon ecompelled to retire, followed
but a short distance by the enemy,

Captain Swallow, to whom too much praisecannot be awarded, bronght
off his battery safely. Colonel Beatty, who had been pressing the enemy
on the left, 23 soon as he learned the conditions of affairs, retired in good
order. With two of his regiments he was ordered by General Rose-
crans to protect a battery on the Murfreesborough road, The remain.
ing two regiments of his brigade and Colonel Fyffes brigade were re-
formed and took a position on the left of General Me(ook’s corps, and

-
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to the right of the Pioneers; which position we occupied without further
adventure till after dark.

I cannot close this report without inviting your attention to the gal-
lantry displayed by those under my command during this engagement.
To both officers and men too much praise cannot be awarded. I would
particalarly notice the coolness, intrepidity, and skill of my brigade
commanders, Colonels Beatty and Fyffe, and of Captain Swallow, chief
of artillery. 'I'o. the members of my staff, Capts. B. A. Otis, assistant
adjufant-general ; C. H. Wood, inspector-general; William Starling,
topographical engineer; Lieuts. T. J*. Murdoek and H. N. Williams,
aides-le-camp, I owe much for the promptness, faithfulness, and gal-
lantry with whick they execated my orders and conveyed intelligence
on the field. Sergt. B. B. Rhodes, of the First Ohio Cavalry, in com-
mand of my escort, conducted himself like a true soldier, and deserves
honorable wention.

Individual acts of bravery in the different brigades will be brought to
your notice in the reports of their respective commanders. o

A slight wound, received early this day, becoming exceedingly pain-
ful, on the following morning I was competled to turn ever the command
of the division to Colone! Beatty and retire from the field.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
H. P. YAN CLEVE,
Brigadier-General.
Maj. LyNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Left Wing.

No. 144,

Reports of Col. Samuel Beatty, Nineteenth Ohio Infantry, commanding
Third Division.

HreapquarTERs THIRD DIvision, LErT Wing,
Camp near Murfreesborough, January —, 1863.

MAJoR : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of this division for the time embraced between Jannary 1 and 3,
inelusive:

I was called to the command of the division ob the morning of Janu-
ary 1, by General Van Cleve's disability, from the wound received in the
battle of the preceding day. At 3 a. m. on that day I reeeived orders
to cross Stone’s River with my command at the apper ford, and hold
the hill overlooking the river, near the ford. Accordingly, at daybresk,
the Third Brigade, Colonel Price commanding, crossed the river at the
place indicated, throwing out skirmishers and flankers. Colonel Price
was quickly followed by Oolonel Fyffe’s brigade (Secoud), the forces
being formed in two lines, the right resting on the high ground near
the river and east of the ford, and the left thrown forward so that the
direction of the line shonld be nearly perpendicular to the river.

In the mean time the First Brigade, Colonel Grider commanding, had
been disposed as follows: Two regiments were formed in the hollow,
near the hospital, as a reserve, the other two remaining on the other
side of the river {0 support a battery.

The enemy’s skirmishers were now discovered in a wood, distant half
a mile or so from our first line, and occasional firing took place on both
sides. Information of all these movements was sent to General Crit-
tenden, who sent me word that if I needed artillery to order up a bat-
tery. The Third Wisconsin Battery, Lieutenant Livingston command-
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ing, was accordingly, at about 10 a. m., ordered to cross the river and
semain in the hollow near the ford.

Small parties of the enemy’s cavalry and infantry were occasionally
seen, and at length a strong line was distinetly visible through the
epenings in the wood. Lieutenant Livingston was now ordered to bring
up his battery. It was accordingly placed in position on the rising
ground iu front of Colonel Fyffe’s brigade. Several shells were thrown
at thie enemy’s line, which caused its disappearance. It was supposed
they had laid down. One section, Lientenant Hubbard commanding,
was now moved to the hill on the right, whence also one or two shells
were thrown at detached parties. Colonel Fyffe’'s brigade was moved
to the left of the battery, where it was covered by a skirt of woods.
dOl:u' whole force had been constantly concealed by making the men lie

own.

About 1 delock the remaining two regiments of Qolonel Grider's bri-
gade (the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentucky) were ordered to cross
the river, which they did, forming near the hoapital, on the left of the
other two regiments of the same brigade, to protect our left flank. The
enemy’s forces were occasionally seen moving to our left, and Generals
Crittenden and Palmer were advised of that fact. Colonel Grose was,
consequently, ordered to support me, his brigade formed so as to pro-
tect our left, relieving the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentucky, These
two regiments then formed in rear of the right of the second line as a
reserve, being posted in the hollow near the ford. No other disturbance
occurred during the day, except the oceasional firing of the skirmishers,
80 Colonel Grose’s brigade and Livingston’s battery recrossed the river.

About midnight we were alarmed by sharp firing from the skirmishers,
They reported that it was caused by the enemy’s skirmishers advancing
and firing upon us. One of our men was killed and one wounded. Noth-
ing else oceurred during the night,

On the morning of Friday, January 2, Livingston’s battery came across
the river again and was posted as before. There was light skirmishing
during the carlier part of the day. The Seventy-ninth Indiana Regi-
ment, Colonel Knefler, was ordered to take place in the first line, to
close the gap between Colonel Fyffe's brigade and the others.

Nothing of note occurred until abont 11 o’clock, when the firing of
the enemy’s skirmishers became very constant and heavy, as they slowly
crept up toward us. The skirmishers now reported a battery being
planted in our front, and shortly afterward that fifteen regiments of
infantry and three pieces of artillery were moving to our left. Notice of
all these movements was given to (yenerals Crittenden and Palmer, and
Colonel Grose’s brigade again came over to our support.

Ahout noon the enemy’s battery opened with occasional shell, directed
at Lieutenant Hubbard’s seetion of artillery, on the hill. The enemy’s
artillery was now seen moving to our left, and soon another battery
opened fire upon Lieutenant Hubbard’s section. As the enemy’s skir-
mishers were o near that their fire was annoying and dangerous to the
artillery, I ordered Lieutenant Livingston to retire and take a position
on the hill near the hospital. A few shells were still thrown by the
enemy’s battery on our left, and oeccasional ones from an apparently
heavy battery across the river.

As the enemy’s skirmishers pressed ours very closely, our line was
strengthened by throwing out two more companies. The firing was
very sharp, and many of our men, as well as theirs, were wounded.

At about 2.30 o’clock it was reported that four more of the enemy’s
guns were moving toward our left. Word was sent in this case, as of
all other movements, to General Crittenden.

e e
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At about 3 p. m. our skirmishers reported that the enemy’s skirmishers
were throwing down the fence in front of our line. Orders were sent to
Colonel Price to let his first line fall back behind the crest of the hill,
but before he could receive them the enemy were advancing across the
field to the charge. They were formed in column, with a front of appar-
ently tworegiments. The first column was three regiments, or six rankas
deep. This was succeeded by a second of the same depth, and a third
of apparently greater. At the same moment their artillery opened from
three or four different points, throwing shot, shell, and canister directly
into us.

As the enemy’s column approached to within 100 yards or go, the first
line rose up and delivered a heavy fire upon their ¢olumn, which checked
it for a moment, They soon pressed on, however. The regiments of
the first line (the Fifty-first Ohio, Eighth Kentucky, and Thirty-fifth and
Seventy-ninth Indiana) fought gallantly until the enemy were within
a few yarde of them, when, overpowered by numbers, they were com-
pelled to retire. ‘This movement confused and disorganized the second
line, which also was ordered to fall back. The reserve, consisting of the
Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth and Eleventh Kentucky, was now ordered
up. They advanced most gallantly toward the crest of the hill and
poured a destructive fire upon the enemy, whose first eolumn was by
this time almost annihilated. Their smpporting column soon cawe up,
however, and at the same time a force advanced aloug the river bank
upon our right flank. Our men fought with the most despérate courage,
a8 will appear from their severe loss, until forced back by the actual
pressure of the enemy. Even then they broke from the right, file by
file, stubbornly contesting the ground. At last, however, the right being
forced back, the left was ordered to retire, which it slowly did, until the
bank of the river was reached.

Attempts were made to rally the men at several points, but it was
impossible, from the heavy fire and the close proximity of the enemy,
Most of them were therefore forced across the river, where many of
then rallied and returned with the first supporting troops; and I am
proud to say that the colors of the Nineteenth Ohio, Ninth Kentucky,
and Fifty-firat Ohio were the first to recross the stream after the enemy’s
check. The tremendous fire of our artillery on the south side of the
river, with Livingaton’s battery on LLc other, with the determined resist-
ance they had met, had stopped the enemy at the river; and now, ag
our troopa pressed forward, they fled in confusion, leaving four of their
guns.

Several brave officers kad rallied a great number of our men, and
were the foremost in the advance. Night now came on and closed the
pursuit. The regiments were rapidly reorganized, and in a few hours
were in a state of efficiency, and turned out promptly and cheerfolly at
an alarm.

The Second Brigade, Colonel Fyfte’s, was not attacked, the front of
the enemy’s colummn not extending to them; seeing the right driven
back, they also retired in good order.

Lisutenant Livingston’s battery fired eonstantly and well from the
first appearance of the enemy until the very last moment he could remain
safely. He then crossed the river withont losing a pieca.

I cannot too much commend the gallant manper in which my men
fought, and the promptuess with which, when forced to give way, they
rallied and reorganized, Numerons instances of individual courage and
devotion appear in the regimental and brigade reports.

To the commanders of the different brigades (Colonels Grider, Price,

37 B R--VOL XX, PT I



578 EY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. (CHir. XXX11

and Fyffe) my thanks are due for the gallantry and coolness of their
behavior under very trying circumstances. Lientenant Livingston, of
the Third Wisconsin Battery, did efficient service and performed his
duty ably and handsomely. Lieutenant 8mock, Third Kentucky Cav-
alry, who commanded a detachment of couriers, remained constantly
near me, and was of great use.

To the following officers (members of my staff) I tender my thanks
for their assistance, and the manuer in which it was rendered: Capts. B
A. Otis, assistant adjutant-general; C. H. Wood, acting asgistant in-
spector-general, and William Starling, topographical engiueer; Lieuts.
T. ¥. Murdock and H. N. Williams, aides de-camp.

For particulars of the action of the different brigades and detached
regiments, I have the honor to refer you to their respective reports,
herewith transmittei‘d.n bediont .

Most respectfa rour obedient servan
osh Fesp 3 SAMUBL BEATTY,
Colonel, Comdyg. Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

Maj. LYNE STARLING, Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVIgioN, LEFT WING,
January 16, 1863,

In my official report of the part the Third Division took in the engage-
ment before Murfreesborough, 1 omitted to mention the valuable sery-
ices rendered by the acting medical director of the division, Maj. M. C.
Woodworth, surgeon of the Fifty-first Ohio Volunteers, and now take
advantage of the opportunity to give credit and due praise to him as an
able and efficient officer, and thank him for his valnable services ren-
dered to the wounded of this division by his able and energetic efforts
in their behalf.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' SAMUEL BEATTY,
Colonel, Comdg. Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteonth Army Corps.
Maj. LYNE BTARLING, Assistant Adjutant-General,

Report of the number killed, wounded, and missing from the Third Division, Left Wing, in
/ the engagement before Murfreesborough, Tenn. ’

Killed | Wounded. Missing
e | 11 TRRE
IR

Brig. Gen. H. P. Yan Cleve
First L

Seoond 2| 180 162
Third Bﬁﬂg‘d.e. . 2] 148 | 148
Artillery L YO IR R 2 I POUN B 1 B T I I DU A

Tetal* ... 4| 387 | 301

=

=
; o Aggregate
¢ Bl nBER.

Bespectfnlly submitted.
P v SAMUEL BEATTY,
Oolonsl, Comdg, Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps. ]

*Bui see revised statement, pp. 218, 214.
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No. 145.
Eeport of Capt. George B. Swallow, Seventh Indiana Battery.

UAMP OF THE SEVENTH INDIANA BaTT., THIRD DIv.,
January 5, 1863,

On the morning of December 31, I ordered Lieutenant Buckmar to
move the battery in rear of the Second Brigade of the Third Division,
This brigade was not moved across the river at the time the First and
Third crossed and reerossed, but was ordered up the pike in the vicinity
of our hospital, where the enemy’s cavalry were trying to capture pris-
oners from our broken and retreating columns. The battery opened
upon them with shell, our cavalry at the same time charging upon them,
which caused them to retreat in disorder. The brigade then advanced
to the right and front, through a cedar thicket into an open field, the
battery following immediately in rear. While in the fleld, and nearly
across it, our advance commenced skirmishing with the enemy. I im-
mediately ordered the battery into position, and the firing to commence
with shell to our right and front, where the enemy’s infantry were rap-
idly advaneing upon us. They soon entered the field, when I ordered
the battery to open upon them with canister, at the same time ordering
the eaissons to the rear.

I soon saw part of the brigade falling back in disorder and the enemy
advancing across the field toward the batte , with a yell. I then or-
dered the battery to limber to the rear and retire as rapidly as possible,
which was done in not the best order. We reached the pike and took
Dosition near the old block-house, with a loss of 1 lieutenant, F. W,
Buckmar, seriously wounded, 1 man killed, and 2 wounded. buring
the day the battery occupied several different positions, engaging the
enemy’s artillery and infantry, but with what effect is not known, At
night went into park a short distance from the old block-house, having
had 1 lientenant and 4 men wounded, and 3 killed.

On the morning of the lst instant, by Captain Mendenhall’s order,
I took position near the ford, supported by General Cruft’s brigade.
Nothing worthy of note transpired during the day, and the morning of
the 2d instant found us occupying the same position. During the day
General Negley’s command took position in my rear and near the ford.
8ix guna of the artillery under his command took position on my left,
and Captain Mendenhall’s battery of eight guns, under command of
Lieutenant Parsons, came into position on my right and front.

About 4 p. m. I received word that the enemy were advancing in
force to attack the left of our wing. Their lines of infantry soon came
in full view, and the batteries on my right and left, together with my
own, opened a rapid and vigorous fire upon their advancing columns,
They soon opened a galling artillery fire upon us from three different
points. The battery on my left retired a short distance, and the one on
my right commenced to fire, retiring. Seeing this, I ordered the battery
to fix prolonge, to fire retiring. About this time the vent of my left
piece became filled with friction primers, and was ordered to the rear for
repair without my knowledge. The drivers of the other bieces, secing
this piece moving to the rear, supposed the order had been given to
retire, and drove some 40 yards to the rear before they could be halted.
The order was then given to advance, and one piece was moved by hand
to its first position ; the rest were limbered and moved to the position
first occupied, except the gun that had been ordered to the rear, where
all the amwunition was expended except a few rounds of eanister. In
this engagement we had 1 man killed and 2 wounded.
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No. 147.
Report of Lieut. Cortland Livingston, Third Wisconsin Battery.

CaMP OF THE THIRD WISOONSIN BATTERY,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

Sir: I would report as follows the part taken in the actions of Decem.
ber 31 and the 1st, 2d, and 3d of Jannary, 1863, by the Third Wisconsin
Battery:

At daybreak on the morning of December 31 we moved fiom camp
with our division, and crossed the ford at Stone’s River to the east and
Murfreesborough side. We took a commanding position in battery. In
a short time we were ordered to recross to the west side and take np
& position commanding the ford (all the troops that had crossed were
ordered to recross). The Third Brigade, under Colonel Price, supported
our flanks. Very early in the action the enemy gained on our right
wing, and many wagons and ambulances moved across this ford. A hos.
pital was established in some buildings there. Iinquired of an officer,
and was informed that we had infantry pickets and a small force of
cavalry on the other side.

About 12 m. I saw a great stampede among the ambulances, wagons,
and stragglers opposite, and was told some rebel cavalry were charging on
them. I was fearful of making a mistake and firing on our own cavalry.
‘We could not see the enemy until he got among the wagons and was
taking them off, 'We then opened upon them and disabled 2 wagons,
which blocked the lane and obliged them to leave without their booty.
I think they got off with only i wagons. They left I man killed, and
carried off their wounded. We shelled the woods in the direction they
had {aken. We expended 50 rounds of ammunition that day. The
only casualty was 1 man, Henry S. Netley, wounded in the thigh,
slightly.

January 1, Thursday, the battery was advaneed across the river with
the Third Division, under command of Colonel Beatty, with orders to
protect the left from any flank movement, but not to bring on a general
engagement. After moving forward about half a mile we disecovered
two regiments of infantry on a hill-side. We threw a few shells among
them, and they withdrew to the woods on their left, We fired very
little that day, only when we saw evidences of their massing troops.
‘We had 1 man (A. J. Uleric) slightly woanded by the sharpshooters.

January 2. This morning we discovered the enemy had erected a forti-
fication on the brow of the hill, 1} miles to our front. Soon they opened
on us with their 24-pounder brass pieces. We did not reply, and they
did os no injury. Soon they moved these guns nearer to us, and more
to their right. This gave them a flank fire,and we found it very danger-
ons to remain there. We were ordered to withdraw and take up a posi-
tion a half mile to our rear and left, near the hospital. About half an
Irour after we had done so, we saw the enemy had drawn up in line and
were advancing in great force. Just then General Rosecrans ordered
me to change my position, so that T was a little late in opéning my fire.
The enemy advanced steadily, driving in our pickets. Our fire was very
effective, but their ranks closed up immediately.

Soon I saw our right had given way that rested on the river. A heavy
colanin had advanced under cover of the bank of the river and its skirt
of woods, and had flanked the troops stationed there. I then sent my
caissons across to the west side, and, seeing everything giving way, I sent
one section at & time across, still working these that remained until the
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others were over. 'When tho last section reached the ford, one regiment
of the enemy was within 100 yards of it, and pounred a galling fire into
us. Many of our horses were shot dead in the river, but our brave boys
cleared them from the teams, and everything was got across. We
opened fire on them as soon as we had crossed, though many of our cais-
sons had not yet come up. We opened fire at three different positions
after we crossed, and soon after the enemy gave back. Were crossed
to the east side, to sustain General Davis, and took a position in advance
of the one taken the day previous, Janunary 1. We expended this day
300 rounds of ammunition. Our fire was very good, disabling two of
the enemy’s limbers and killing their horses, but our fire was directed
mostly at their advancing lines. We lost 9 horses, 2 sets lead harness,
and had 2 men, Sergeants Holenbeck and Daniel Robin, wonnded, not
seriously.

January 3. We had remained in our position, assigned us by General
Davis, all night and until noon this day, before we were relieved. Our
horses had had nothing to eat for forty-eight hours, and our men were
wet with wading the river, and withont shelter from the cold pelting
rain ; but when I told them it was the imperative order of General Davis
and of vital necessity that we should hold out a little longer, they cheer-
fully obeyed. General Davis kindly divided what little he had to eat
with our men, as did also Colonel Beatty the day before.

‘We had no rations issued since the 30th, and our provision and forage
wagon bad been sent back by order of some one. At 11 a. m. we were
relieved by the Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Battery, and fell back a
little to feed. At 11 p. m. we recrossed the river, by order of Captain
Mendenhall, and took np our old position on the west side, commanding
the ford.

Jannary 4. Remained at the ford until 5 p. m., when we were ordered
to this camp.

We bave expended in all 358 rounds of ammunition, lost 9 horses, 2
scts harness, and have 4 men wounded. Present for duty, 3 commis-
sioned officers and 107 men.

Yours, &e.,
CORTLAND LIVINGSTON,
Lioutenant, Commanding Third Wisconsin Battery.

Oaptain SwaLLow,

Blu‘af of Arty. Brig., 3d Div., Left Wing, Army of the Cumberland.

No. 148,

Report of Col. Bamuel Beatty, Nincteonth Ohio Infamtry, commanding
First Brigade.

Hpqes. 18T Br1G., 30 DIV., LEFT WiNG, 14TH A. O,
In Camp, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

CapTAIN: I have the honor to snbmit the following report of the
First Brigade, Third Division, left wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, in
the action of December 31, 1862 :

At 8 a. m., December 31, 1862, the Third Division having crossed
Btone’s River, on the extreme left of the army, formed line of battle,
with the right of the First Brigade resting on the bank of the river.
The line was scarcely established when an order was received to recross
the stream and march to the right, across the Nashville, and Chatta-
noogea Bailroad track, and west of the Nashville and Murfreesborough
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Here the brigade, marching in advance of the division, was met by re.
treating columns, bearing unmistakable signs of disaster, who reported
themselves belonging to the command of Major-General Roussean
They broke through the lines of the brigade—infantry, cavalry, artil
lery, ambulances, baggage train, &c.—in the greatest confusion, fre-
quently separating the regiments of the brigade, threatening serious
trouble. Line of battle was finally formed upon s point indicated by
Major-General Rosecrans in person, consisting of the Nineteenth Regi-
ment Ohio Volunteers, Maj. Oharles F. Manderson commanding, on, the
right; the Ninth Regiment Kentocky Volunteers, Col. Benjamin C.
Grider commanding, on the left; in front, the Nineteenth Ohio Volan-
teers, snpported by the Seventy-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers,
Col. Frederick Knefler commanding, and the Ninth Kentucky, sup
ported by the Bleventh Regiment Kentucky Volanteers, Maj. E. L.
Mottley commanding. Xt was with the utmost difficulty that the line
established was maintained. It was impossible to prevent the retreat-
ing columns from breaking through and almost destroying it; but the
brigade stood fast and never wavered, The enemy was rapidly approach-
ing in three heavy columns, to reach and capture the train of the army,

immediately in rear and across the pike. Xire had to be reserved on .

account of our own troops, who were in front of the line. The front at
last having been cleared by our own men, and the enecmy’s eolumn ap-
pearing at a short distance, a heavy fire was opened by the front line of
the brigade, which was kept up with very destructive effect, and com-
pletely checked the enemy’s advance, who for some time maintaived the
position, inflicting severe loss upon us,

At this juncture the Eleventh Kentucky and Seventy-ninth Indiana
Regiments were ordered to relieve the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Een-
tucky Regiments, in front, who by this time expended many rounds of
their ammunition, wheeled into colmmn, and the two supporting regi-
ments passed through the intervals, The whole movement was accom-
plished in fine order, ander the very heavy fire of the enemy. The new
Itne immediately opened fire upon the enemy, who commenced falling
back ; bayonets were ordered tc be fixed, and the Seventy-ninth Indi-
ana and the Eleventh Kentucky were ordered to advance, supported by
the other two regiments. They advanced rapidly, the enemy retreating.
An uninterrupted fire was kept up, and the enemy compelled, after a
pursnit of nearly a mile from the position first occupied by the brigade,
to take refuge behind his works, which could not be assailed for the
want of artillery, which could not advance in that direction, owing to
the very rough and uneven nature of the ground.

While in this position, the Second Brigade of the Third Division,
which had in the mean time advanced on the right of the First Brigade,
and was now on a line parallel with it, was forced back by strongly re-
enforced columns of the enemy again appearing io front. The Firat
Brigade was ordered to fall back, to prevent a flank movement, which
was accomplished in good order, to a distance of about 300 yards, and
took position in a cedar thicket, where skirmishers thrown to the fronf
kept up a continual fire. )

At this point I was ordered by Major-General Rosecrans to move to
the support of Mendenhall’s and the Chicago Board of Trade Battery,
on the left of the brigade. The Ninth and Eleventh Kentacky Regi-
ments were ordered to that point, and the Nineteenth Ohio and the Sev-
enty-ninth Indiana Regiments were ordered to fall back and to join the
Becond Brigade, on the right.

In this position the brigade remained until midnight, when the bri-

}
i
]
i
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de was ordcred to recross the pike, and there bivonacked until morn
ing. The brigade was hotly engaged for three hours. Regimental re-
ports, which I have the honor herewith to transmit, have accurate lists
of casualties, and I refer you to them for particulars.

Commanders of regiments, officers, and soldiers did their duty gal-
lantly, and their splendid conduct, repulsing the enemy when victori-
ously pursuing our disordered troops, contributed in no small measure
to the sucecessful result of the day.

My thanks are due to Lieutenants Sheets and Percival, of my staff,
and the soldiers of* my escort, for their efficient services in the action.

I bave the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
SAMUEL BEATTY,
Oolonel, Comdg. Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.
Capt. E. A. Ot18,
4. 4. @., Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 149.

Reporis of Ool. Benjamin 0. Grider, Ninth Kentuoky Infantry, command -
ing regiment and First Brigade.

In OAwP, NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 1, 1863,

LIEUTERANT : My regiment, the Ninth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry,
was early yesterday morning ordered on the. south side of Stone’s River,
and formed in line of battle in the front iine, and on the left of the Nine-
teenth Ohio Volunteers (Major Manderson). We had advanced a short
distance down the river, when we were ordered to recross, to support
our forces in the center and on the right, nnderstanding that the enemy
were driving them, and had tarned our right, and probably gained our
rear. We moved by the flank, and at a double-quick, to the Murfrees-
horough pike, and thence along that pike about a half mile to our
rear, to a skirt of woods, through which we saw our men retreating,
and heard that they had been before forced back through them. We
formed on the pike, the Nineteenth Qhio on the right and the Ninth
Eentucky on the left, the two composing the front line, supported by
the Eleventh Kentucky, Major Mottley, and the Seventy-ninth Indiana,
Colonel Knefler, in the rear or second line.

As so0n a8 our retreating troops cleared the woods, our front, the
Nineteenth and Ninth, opened upou the enemy a cool, well-aimed, and
deadly fire, whick brought them to a stand. After a few such rounds
we were ordered to advance, which the men promptly did with the
alacrity and steadiness of veterans, gallantly led on by sll “heir offi-
cers, driving the enemy with great slaughter for half a mile or more.
Here, thie ammunition of the front line beginning to fail, and the ene-
my’s fire having almost ceased, we were ordered to open our lines for
the reserve—the Eleventh Kentucky and the Seventy-ninth Indiana—
to pass through, which they did in gallant style, seeing and hearing but
little of the enemy for some hundreds of yards, when they found him
rallied ; but again he was forced to yield to the well-directed fire and
gallantry of the Eleventh Kentucky and Beventy-ninth Indiana, and
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thus, for a time, the advance was continued for some distance, when we
found a body of our troops broken, and retreating from our right in a
Jirection which passed them diagonally through our lines. QOur men
kept firm, and we tried to rally them, but with no effect. Thus our
right was exposed and turned, and you gave the order to fall back,
which we did in most excellent order under the heaviest shower of
balls and missiles that we had encountered during the day. Our loas
bere was great, and the courage and coolness of men and officers was
here put to a severer test than during the advance, and well did they
meet the trying emergency.

We came back a short distance, and promptly formed in line to again
meet the enemy. Here General Rosecrans in person ordered me to ad-
vance my regiment to close range of the enemy, and, after giving him a
few fires, to charge. I ordered the advance, but had gone only a short
distance when the general ordered us to halt and cause the men to lie
down, while a battery in our rear opened over us upon the enemy. After
remaining here for a short time, my regiment and the Eleventh Ken-
tucky were ordered to take position to sustain the Chicago Board of
Trade Batteryand another, the name of which I do not know, then
threatened by the enemy. This we continued to do until late in the
night, after the battle was all over for the day.

‘We were during this time under fire from the enemy’s artillery, and
loat 2 men killed and several wounded. Our loss during the day was
2 commissioned officers-—First Lients. Bilas Clark and W. J. Cram—
wounded ; 2 sergeants, 1 of whom was the color-bearer, killed ; 1 pri-
vate killed, and 19 wonnded. A full list will be handed in as soon as
practicable. '

I have no terms of praise that can do justice to the noble bearing and
unflinching bravery of all the officera and men. I mention the names
of them all: Lieut. Col. George H. Oram, Maj. John H. Grider, Adjt.
C. D. Bailey; Capts. R. A, Read, Rufus Somerby, D. B. Coyle, William
T. Bryan; First Lieuts. A. Sidney Leggett, T. Freely Heeter, W. J.
Cram {commanding companies); B. T. Patton, Boyle O. Rodes, Henry
W. Mayes, Silas Clark ; Second Lieuts. Frederick F. Carpenter, D. C.
Downing, John P. Grinstead, James M. Simmons, and Benjamin M.
Johnson.

Company A, Capt. Henry F. Leggett, was on detached duty, and, I
regret, could not be in the battle, as their services, brave men and well
officered as they are, would have been valuable. First Lient. John H.
Wheat was not with the regiment, being detached on duty with the
Pioneer Corps.

Respectfully submitted.

B. 0. GRIDER,
Oolonel Ninth Kentucky Voluntoors,
Lieut. W. H. H. SHEETS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION,
Camp in front of Murfressborough, Saturday, January 3, 1863,
QoLONEL : I had the honor to be placed in command of the First Bri-
gade, Third Division (formerly the Eleventh Brigade), on the morning
of January 1, and being ordered by you as commander of the division,
I at once marched with my command to the south side of Stone’s River,
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and bivouacked iu the woods and fields belonging, as I learned, to a
mai named Hoover. Sowme skirmishing and picket firing was soon heard
and some rebel eavalry seen, but nothing worthy of notice occurred dur-
ing the day. That night the enemy attempted to drive in our pickets,
but failed.

Next morning opened with brisk cannonading on the part of the exemy,
to which our artillery made no reply. Our skirmishers in front were
actively engaged all day. It was then ascertained that the enemy had
planted a battery in our front, and a section or more on our left, and
that a portion of their guns across the river, which came down ina
courge parallel with our right, could reach uws with a raking fire, and
interfere with our erossing at the first ford, if compelled to recross. [t
was algo suggested by myself and other officers, Major Manderson, com-
manding the Nineteenth Ohio, particularly, that cur right, resting on
the river, was exposed, and might be attacked and turned, and that
neither the depth of the stream nor character of the banks was a suffi.
cient protection ; that troops and artillery were needed on the opposite
side to sustain our right. You and we all were assured that this was
attended to, and we rested on that assurance.

Thus matters stood until about an hour before sundown, when artil-
lery firing on the part of the enemy and heavy skirmishing on both sides
commenced. We now supposed that the attack which we had all day
expected would be postponed until daylight the next day, but were mis-
taken. The enemy were seen advancing in three lines, the front com-
posed of a battalion of sharpshooters, and the other lines composed of
the whole divisions of Generals John C. Breckinridge and Cheatham.
Generals Roger W. Hanson and James E. Rains, of Kentucky,* as I
learn, were present in Breckinridge’s command. The regiments of my
brigade (the Nioeteenth Ohio, Major Manderson, on the right; the Ninth
Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel Cram, in the center, and the Elaventh
Kentucky, Major Mottley, on the left) were, by your orders, held in

‘reserve. The Seventy-ninth Indiana had been about noon ordered to

form on and sustain the front line, composed of the Third Brigade, Col.
8. W. Price commanding, and were not again seen by me during the
day. T donbt not they will receive justice at the hands of the colonel
under whose command they were placed.

The onset of the enemy, sustained as they were by their artillery,
succeeded in breaking and driving back our first and second lines. Yon
now sent me ap order to bring up the reserve, which I instantly did,
thongh it was almost manifest, from the character of the fire in front,
that the force we had on the ground, unassisted as we at that moment
were by artillery, could not check the enemy’s advance. Yet our men
S;he Nineteenth Ohio, Ninth Kentucky, and Eleventh Kentucky), un-

aunted by the terrible and desperate state of affairs, with bravery that
cannot be described, and led on by their officers, the most cool and dar-
ing, moved forward, some through a thick undergrowth of wiid briers,
which to some extent breke their lines, fearlessly meeting the enemy
and breaking his first line, Seeing this from my position, between and
slightly in front of the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentncky, and notic-
ing you just in my rear, I said to you, “Colonel, we have them checked ;
give us artillery and we will whip them,” Yeou replied, * You shall
have it.”

I rode back and soon saw the right regiment (the Nineteenth Ohio)

* Of Tennenssee.
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falling back. Calling to Major Manderson, who halted and came back,
I said to him, ¢ Major, the Niath is still standing ; let us rally the Nine-
teenth and sostain her.” The major replied, ¥ We are tlanked on our
right; we had better fall Lack and rally at the foot of the hill, if we can.”
I told him to do so, and I would order the Ninth and Eleventh Ken-
tucky to do thbe same. 1 rode forward for this purpose, bat just as I
was abont to give the order to Lieutenant-Colonel Cram, he gave it to
his regiment, which was then receiving most of the fire hitherto directed
against the Nineteenth., The Eleventh Kentucky moved back about the
same time, and both of these regiments, almost in line with some of the
enemy’s troops, were the last regiments to quit the field—the Nineteenth
Ohio leaving first, because first exposed to the flanking fire.

We fell back, fighting, though in some disorder, crossed the river, ral-
lied under a very heavy fire, checked the enemy, and held him in check
until we were re-enforced, wilen I, with the flags of the Nineteenth Ohio
and Ninth Kentucky, recrossed the river, followed closely by Lieutenant-
Colonel Cram, Majors Mottley and Manderson, men and officers from the
Nineteenth Ohio, Ninth and Eleventh Kentucky, Lieut. Philip Reefy
holding the colors of the Nineteenth, and Private Moses Rourk those
of the Ninth Kentucky. The Twenty-first Ohio, led by Captain ,
acting major, promptly followed. Our troops now crossed rapidly and
opened fire on the south side of the river.

Observing that the men would follow and stand by their colors, I here
took the flag of my own regiment (the Ninth Kentucky), and, riding for-
‘ward, called on the troops to ad vance, to which they gallantly responded
and, rashing npon the enemy,drove them with great slanghter from a.n(i
past the ground which they had occupied before the attack, the Eleventh
Kentocky taking a stand of colors, and the three regiments capturing
four of the enemy’s guns {the Washington Artillery), the colors of the
Nineteenth Ohio and the Ninth Kentacky Volunteers being the first to
reach them. Lieuterant-Colonel Cram, of the Ninth, and Major Mot-
tley, of the Eleveuth Kentncky, with myself, were the first mounted offi-
cers at these guns, All three of the above regiments were represented
there, and at all times in the most advanced and exposed positions.
Lieutenant-Colonel Cram and Major Mottley ordered off a gun each, and
I ordered off two. In short, each and every officer and man in these
three regiments was all that could be asked, and far above the reach of
encomiums.

Of Lientenant-Colonel Cram, Ninth Kentucky, Major Manderson,
Nineteenth Ohio, and Major Mottley, Eleventh Kentucky, I make
apecial mention as the commanders on that day of their respective reg-
jments. I refer to their reports accompanying this for more special
notice than I can here take of the officers and men under their commands.

The result of the day was, the enemy retreated in haste and disorder,
acknowledging a defeat, and evacuated Murfreesborough the next day.
‘We bivounacked that night on the battle-field.

The loss of the three regiments under my command, as near as can be
ascertained, is 250 officers and men killed, wounded, and missing, ahount
one-thirl of the effective force which they had engaged., Irefer for par-
ticulars to the inclosed regimental reports.

Most respeetfully submitted.

B. C. GRIDER,
Oolonel, Commanding First Brigade, Third Division.

Col, BAMUEL BRATTY,
Oomdg. Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.
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No. 150,
Reports of Ool. Frederick Enefler, Seventy-ninth Indiana Infantry.

HpQRs. SEVENTY NINTH REGIMENT INDIANA VoLs.,
Near Musfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863,

LigyuTENANT : The undersigned has the honor to report that, on De-
vember 31, 1862, after having recrossed Stone's River, the regiment was
ordered into position west of the Murfreesborough pike, in rear of the
Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, to check the columns of the en-
emy then pursuing our forces across the pike. After very heavy firing
by the Nineteenth Ohio, and the repulse of the enemy, the regiment was
ordered forward to relieve it. By command of the colonel commanding
the brigade, bayonets were fixed and the enemy rapidly pursned, with
very severe fire, for about three-quarters of a mile, driving them to
their position behind works.

At this point an order was received to fall back, as the support on
the right had given way before the enemy. Having fallen back in good
order a distance of about 300 yards, halted and faced to the front. The
regiment was ordered, by Major-General Rosecrans in person, to move
by the right flank to an open field, to check the advanece of the approach-
ing enemy, and to cover the retreating right ; which being accomplished,
the regiment was ordered to fall back to the original line, the sapports
of the right and left having given way, and there joived the Nineteenth
Obio, the only regiment of the brigade remaining, the others having
moved to the support of a battery on the left.” The regiment remained
in that position until ordered to recross the pike at midnight.

The regiment was engaged for three hours, and the loss severe. A
report of the casualties is herewith snbmitted.*

1t may not be improper to remark that the behavior of the regiment
(only o short time in the field, on a long march, constant and arduous
service when in camp, with but few opportunities to drill) may be attrib-
uted, in a great measure, to the splendid conduect of the Nineteenth
Regiment Uhio Volunteers, Major Manderson commanding, the effect
of whose example was not lost upon the officers and soldiers of this
regiment.

Very respeetfully, your obedient servantb
FRED. EREFLER,
Colonel Seventy-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers.
Lieat, W, H. H. SHEETS,
4. A. A. ., First Brig., Third Div., Fourteenth A. (.

HpQRS. SEVENTY-NINTH REGIMENT INDIANA YoLs,,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.

CaPTAIN: The undersigned has the honor to submit the following
report of the Seventy-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers in the action
of January 2, 1863:

Having marched, on January 1, from the position east of the pike
across Stone’s River, the regiment was formed in line on the left of the
Eleventh Regiment Keutucky Volunteers, supporting the brigade in
front, and remained in that position until the morning of the 2d, when
it was detached from the First Brigade, and, by order of Col. S. ]éea,tty,

* Embodied in revised statement, p, 213.
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commanding the Third Division, took up a position in front, with the
Thirty-fifth Regiment Indiana Volunteers on the right and the Forty-
fourth Regiment Indiana Volunteers on the left. A company of skir-
mishers was deployed int an open wood to cover the front of the regiment.

During the day several pieces of artillery were placed in position by
the enemy on a rise of ground some 500 yards distant, throwing shell
into our lines, severely wounding some of the men. The regiment was
sheltered, as far as the nature of the ground would permit, by lying
down.

About 4 p. m. the fire of the skirmishers increased, and a column of
the enemy, four or five regiments deep, approached rapidly, supported
by artillery, which was kept concealed (as it was dragged by men instead
of horses) until it opened fire within 100 yards of our lines. The forces
on the right soon became engaged, but the regiment was kept lying on
the ground until the enemy had approached within 50 yards, when it waa
ordered to rise up, and commenced firing with very destructive effect
apon the enemy, volley after volley, until, the line having given way on
the right and left, the regiment being left alone almost surrounded, the
enemy in front and on both flanks, it was forced to fall back across
Stone’s River, where it rallied at the rendezvoas of the Third Division.

The regiment went into action on December 31 with 341, rank and
file, and lost during both engagements fully one-third of its available
force, including more than half the commissioned officers in killed and
wounded ; but very few men are missing or taken prisoners.

Officers and soldiers conducted themselves well, doing their dubky, and
there waa no shirking or skulking from the field before or during action.
It would be injustice to many to mention a few, when all behaved well.

Lieut. Eli F. Ritter, adjutant of the regiment, rendered me very val-
uable service, acting as a field officer in the absence of the lieutenant-
colonel.

A report of casualties is submitted herewith.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. KNEFLER,
Colonel Seventy-ninth Regiment Indigna Volunteers.

Capt. E. A, OTI8,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Thivd Division, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 1561,

Report of Lieut. Ool. George H. Oram, Ninth Kentucky Infantry, of em-
gagement January 2.

JANUARY —, 1863,

I respectfully submit the following as my report of the part my regi-
ment took in the engagement of Janmary 2, 1863, on the left wing of
our army, io front of Murfreesborough:

Early in the forenoon Colonel Grider ordered me to hold my regiment
in reserve, with another regiment of his brigade (the Nineteenth Ohio),
under cover of & hill about 200 yards from the upper ford of Stone’s
River, and told me that the enemy would probably attack us some time
during the day, and ordered me to hold my regiment in readiness to
re-enforce our line, if the enemy should attack us in too great force..

* Embedied in revised statement, p. 213.
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Nothing but heavy skirmishing and artillery firing on the part of the
snemy occurred during the day, until about 4 o’clock in the evening,
when our whole line was attacked by a heavy rebel force. My men
were under arms, and I knew by the firing that our men were giving
way. 1 was ordered forward, and moved up the hill at a double-quick,
through briers and undergrowth, tearing our line badly. Arriving at
the crest of the hill, we met our troops retreating in great confasion,
Nothing conld be more discouraging to my meu than the aspect of
affairs at that time, but they never faltered. I allowed the retreating
mass to pass through my lines, the enemy all the time pouring into us
a destructive fire, both infantry and artillery. Our lines closed up, and
I ordered my men o commence firing. The enemy gave way after the
fourth or fifth round, the colors of the regiment in front of us having
fallen no less than three times, and had we bad but the enemy in front
to contend with, our chances of success would have been tolerably cer-
tain; but just when the battle was being decided in our favor, we were
flanked by a heavy force on our right, causing our support on that flank
t0 give way, leaving us exposed to s raking fire, which was fast deci-
mating my regiment. We bad already suffered. Major Grider and
Adjutant Bailey wounded; Captains Bryan and Coyle killed; Read
badly wounded; Lieutenants Leggett and Carpenter killed; Heeter
and Johnson wounded.,

I do not hesitate to say that no regiment could have withstood this
fresh attack. I ordered the regimeut to fall back under the hill. Colo-
pel Grider ordered me in person to rally my men at the foot of the hill,
I found the ground almost in possession ot a rebel regiment. We con.
tinued the retreat across the river, and I there rallied my men. We
were here re-enforced by three or four regiments, and the enemy brought
to a stand. The firing here was the most terrible I ever heard. The
foe fonght us bravely, but could not withstand such a terrible fire. He
gave way slowly, and we not only retook the lost ground, but drove him
over & wile, cutting him up badly and capturing his artillery, chang-
ing the result of the baitle from a defeat to a splendid victory. The
colors of the Ninth Kentueky recrossed the river by the side of those
of the Nineteenth Ohio, and under your leadership. The regiments of
your brigade, shattered as they were, were the firat to wave their flags
over the captured guns of the enemy.

My officers and meo fought splendidly, under the most discouraging
circumstances. Ivery man in the regiment knew what he had to en-
counter when we were ordered forward, but not one faltered. They
knew that the gallant reserve—the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Ren-
tucky—were insufficient to ebeck the victorious enewy.

Major Grider was wounded while gallantly cheering on his men early
in the engagement, and Adjutant Bailey soon afterward. I felt the loss
of these officers greatly. Captain Bryan was mortally wounded, doing
his duty nobly. Captain Coyle was killed while eheering on his men.
Lieutenants Leggett and Carpenter were killed at the head of their com-
panies. Captain Read, Licutenants Heeter and Johnson were wounded
while fighting gallantly.

I take pleasure in mentioning the following officers, whose gallant
:onduet deserves great praise: Captain Somerby, Lieutenants Patton,
Downing, Grinstead, Rodes, and Mayes. Private Moses Rourk, of
Company (O, deserves special mention. When the colors were shot
down, in the engagement of the 31st, he grasped them and brought
them safely through the fight, and in the battle of Japuary 2 he carried
them into the thickest of the fight, and was at times left almost alone.
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El[le is but eighteen years of age, and is one of the bravest soldiers in
the army.

Our loss was as follows :* Commissioned officers killed, 4; wounded,
7. Enlisted men, killed, 18; wounded, 80; prisoners, 3 (wounded). Of
the above, 3 were killed and 21 wonnded on the 31st. (See Colonel
Grider’s regimental report.)

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
GEO. H. ORAM,
Lieutenant Oolonel, Comdg. Ninth Kentucky Volunigers.

No. 152,

Reports of Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley, Bleventh Kentucky Infantry.

. HEADQUARTEERS ELRVENTH KENTUCKY VOLUNTEEES,
Jaruary 6, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report the part my regiment (Eleventh Een-
tucky Volunteers) took in the action of December 31, 1562,

The night previous we bivouacked in an open field adjacent to the
Murfreesborough pike. Nextmorning, about 8 o’clock, we were ordered
to follow the Ninth Kentucky Regiment and erose the river, where we
were placed in line of battle, supporting them. We remained in that
position about half an hour, when we recrossed the river, still moving
in our position as first placed, having marched about half a mile parallel
with the pike.

Was then ordered to halt and front, still occupying my position in
the rear of the Ninth Kentucky Volunteers. The firing then began by
the regiments in front of me, and continued about half an hour, when
I was ordered to move forward and relieve the Ninth Kentncky, which
was about 100 yards in advance. We did so, moving in line of battle
abont 500 yards. We then halted, as our farther advance was inter-
rupted by about four regiments of scattered troops rushing through my
line. After they had passed we opened a heavy and destructive fire on
the enemy, who were advancing against me, and remaived in that posi-
tion, firing, till the right of our division was nearly flanked, when we
received an order fromn you to fall back, which I did (bringing several
prisoners with ne) in line of battle, till I reached a dense thicket, when
I moved by the left lank. We then formed line in an open field, and were
ordered by Geueral Rosecrans in person to oceupy the thicket through
which we had just passed, and hold it at sll hazards. We did so.

Just at this moment the enemy were advancing in atrong force on
our left, when the left wing of the regiment opened an obligue, galling
fire upon them, making them fall back. We were then ordered back by
you to the large open tield on our left, to support two pieces of Terrill’s
Regular and the Chicago Board of Trade Batteries, where we remained
the remainder of the day, my entire regiment, both officers and men,
doing their whole duty,

Inclosed find list of cagualties.}

Very respectfully,
E. L. MOTTLEY,
Major, Commanding Eleventh Kentweky.,
Col. SBAMUEL BEATTY,
Commanding First Brigade, Third Division.

t Embodied in revised statement, p, 218,

* Nominal list omitted.
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Hpqrs. ELEVENTE REGT. KENTUOKY VOL. INFANTRY,
January 0, 1863,

Sz : I have the honor to report the part my regiment (Eleventh Ken-
tncky Volunteers) took in the engagement of Jannary 2, 1863.

Baving crossed the river the morning of Jannary I, and bivonacked
150 yards behind the main advance of our lines about 3.30 January 2,
the enemy showed himself in strong force, sixteen regiments deep, ad-
vancing in column against us; also a brigade on our left. The firing
now became general ali along the lines. Secing the regiments on the
left giving way, } ordered my regiment to take arme (the arms bad pre-
viously been stacked). Just then the front was falling back, and I
ordered my regiment forward under the most terrific storm of shot, shell,
and musketry it has ever been my lot to witness. 1 advapced about
100 yards, when I ordered a halt and commenced firing. I broke thejr
ranks more than once, their colors shot down several times, but their
broken ranks wcre speedily filled with fresh troops.

Casting my eyes to the right, and seeing I had no support in that
direction, and being nearly catflanked, I gave the order to fall back to
the wood in our rear, the men being pressed so closely some of them
crogsed the river,

After crossing the river, I, in conjunction with yourself and other
officers, rallied parts of the different regiments of the brigade, and suc-
ceeded in putting the enemy to flight before us, and capturing four
pieces of the celebrated Washington Artiliery.

1 must say, in couclusion, that my regiment was one of the very last
to leave the grounds. For the gallantry of my eutire regiment, they
behaved as officers and soldiers should in such a cause.

The casualties of my regiment are as follows :* Killed, 5; wounded,
61; wissing, 9. Total, 75.

Very respectfolly,
E. L. MOTTLEY,
Major, Commanding Bleventh Kentucky Volunteers.

Col. BExJaMIN C. GRIDER,
Commanding First Brigade, Third Divigion.

No. 153."
Reports of Maj. Charles F. Manderson, Nineteenth Ohic Infantry.

Hpqrs, NINETEENTH REGT. OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Field, near Murfrecsborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863

LIEUTENANT: I transmit you the following report of the participation
of the Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, U. 8. Arty (Charles I,
Manderson, major commanding}, in the action in front of Murfreeshor-
ough, on Wednesday, December 31, 1862 :

On the moruing of that date the regiment was under arms in double
column, between the Murfreesborough tarnpike and Chattanooga and
Naghville Railroad, being the right ot the front line of the Third Divis-
ion, left wing. By order of Col. Sainuel Beatty, commanding First
Brigade, after deploying column and loading, we moved by tbe right
flank to the left, crossivg Stone’s River at the ford, and forming line
(after throwing (ompanies A and K out a8 skirmisbers), with the right

* Stated by companies in the original.
38 R R—VOL XX, PP I
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reating abount 100 yards from the river, the Ninth Kentucky Velunteers,
which were first formed on our right, being moved to the left.

About 10 o’elock we were ordered to recall our skirmishers and re-
cross the river, which being done we moved by the right flank across
the open space between the railroad and pike, amid the greatest con-
fasion of retreating batteries, men, teams, and ambulances. At this
point General Rousseau ordered the regiment to move across the tarn-
pike, and form line in the woods skirting the west of the pike. TFrom
this position we were immediately ordered by Colonel Beatty to march
by the left flank back to the railroad, and then by the right flank back
to our former position, in the last-named woods, under & fire by which
we lost several men. )

This scene was one of disorder and panic. Regiment after regiment
swept throngh our lines in the greatest confusion ; but through it all
our men preserved an unbroken front, and when the pursuing enemy
came within 75 or 100 yards, and our front was clear of the retreating
and broken colamns, at the order to fire by file, poured most destructive
volleys into the foe, breaking his lines in disorder.

General Rousseat, who was in the rear of the right of the regiment,
cheering our men with his presence and words, then ordered & chargs,
and our regiment, with fixed bayonets, supported by the Ninth Een-
tacky Volunteers on our left, and the Seventy-ninth Indiana Volun-
teers in our rear, drove the foe in splendid style for abont one-fourth
of a mile, when, our ammunition running low, the front line wheeled
into column, and the Seventy-ninth Indiana Volunteers passed through
to the front. 'The regiment, then forming the second line, in the rear of
the Seventy-ninth Indiana Volunteers, advanced for about three-fourths
of a mile to an open field, where we were separated from our front line
by a cedar thicket.

We were here but a few minutes when our right support gave way,
and left our regiment greatly exposed to a flanking fire. I sent word
twice to Colonel Beatty that the enemy had flanked our position in
great foree, but received no order. The regiment was suffering most
terribly from the fire, and, seeing the enemy within 50 yards of our
right and in position to destroy us, I ordered a change of front to the
right and rear. Our men, while executing the movement, were thrown
into temporary disorder by the scattered regiments on our right pouring
throngh the line, but gathered on the instant, formed an excellent line
in good position, and fired with such precision that, with the aid of a
battery of artillery iu our rear and left, we held the ground and drove
the foe from the open field in our front. Being now entirely out of am-
munition, and suffering loss from the fire of our own artillery, we moved
by the right flank into the Woods, and formed line on the left of the
Second Brigade, Colonel Fyffe commanding, the second battalion of the
Pioneer Corps supporting us on the left. We were here supplied with
ammunpition by Captain Wood, assistant inspector-general, Third Divis-
ion, and threw out skirmishers, who met no enemy.

About 4 o’clock we were relieved by the First Brigade, First Divis.
jon, Colonel Walker commanding; bivouacked where we were until
mi(inight, when we were ordered by Colonel Beatty to report to him
on the left of the railroad.

Our loss in this action is as follows, viz: Killed, 1 officer and 11 en-
listed men; total, 12. Wounded, 1 officer and 66 enlisted men ; total,
67. Missing, 3 enlisted men. Total loss, 82 men. I subjoin as accu-
rato a list as it is possible at this time to gather.

My men behaved with the utmost bravery and coolness. Senior Capt.
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Henry G. Stratton, of Company C, aseisted as field «
severely wounded about noon. First Lieut. Daniel Do
ing Company B, fell, dead, in front of his company whil
ing a charge. 6rder1y Sergt. Robert D. Wilson, comin:
D, was killed about the same time.

The cool, manly daring of these gallant officers cam
too highly. But the action of all of the Nineteenth Oh
directing eye of the colonel commanding the brigade :
commanding, and to them I leave further comments.

Respectfully, yours,
OHARLES F. MAN]
Major, Comdyg. Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volu

Lient. W. H. H. SHEETS,
A. A. A. G., First Bryg., Third Div., Left Wing,
Fourteenth Army Corps, Dept. of the Cumber

Bpqrs. NINETEENTH REGT. OBIO VOL. I
Field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., Je

LIEUuTENANT: On Friday, Jannary 2, the Ninetéer
teers, U. 8. Army, under my command, was formed, wi
ing near the high bank on Stone’s River, being held
Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, which joined us on th
of the Second and Third Brigades, Third Division, w
had assamed on Thursday, January 1, about noon.

Soon after 4 p. m. heavy firing on our front cansed
and stand in line. The firing bad continued about
when Lieutenant Murdock, aide-de-camp to Colonel Bea
Third Division, rode up to the front and left of the regir
me to advance. Although the order, coming from that
trary to rule aud custom, presuming the occagion to 1
requiring sach a deviation, I ordered the regiment fo:
quick time. We advanced up a gradual slope far abo
lines in front of us pouring through our ranks in col
men preserved an excellent front, and rushed upon
some parts of the line our pieces crossed those of the fo
received a check of some few minutes, and was throv
but a strong flanking party poured over the bank of the
our right flank to the rear, filo after file. Seeing this
officers and many men of our right wing had fallen, I o
fall back.

Col. B. O. Grider, commanding First Brigade, her
from the left and front, and wished me to rally the 1
they were falling back by order; that the enemy ha
force, and that I would form line at the foot of the hill
80;” and stated he would give the same order to the
Volunteers, on our left. The regiment rallied and fi
before the overwhelming foree of the enemy drove the
River. The storm of missiles was terrific, and for a few
could have stood under it. The bank of the river pre
indescribable confusion. The colors of our regimen
Second Lieut. Philip Reefy, of Company F, who galk
ward across the stream, followed by daring spirits of di:
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At the same time Colonel Grider, beuving the colors of the Ninth Ken-
tueky Volunteers, crossed with anotber party, and these flags, with two
belonging to other regiments, rallied under their {olds ap indiscriminate
mass of men and officers of the Third Division, which, sup;_jorted lby fresh
troops that had been ordered to the cordlict, drove back, in terrible con-
fusion, the columns of the enemy, victorious but a moment before. The
colors of the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentucky were placed on three
pieces of the enemy’s artillery, which were captured and brought into
our lines by squads composed of the different regiments and brigades of
the division. After this magnificent scene of individual heroism, the
different detachments of the regiment formed on the same ground we
accupied in the morning, and bivouacked that night. .

Again we have to regret the loss of brave officers and wen. Capt.
Urwin Bean, of Qompany E; First Lieut. Job D. Bell, commanding
Company C, and Sergt. Maj. Lyma,n Tylee were killed while gallantly
performing their duties. First Lieut. Aurora C. Keel, of Company F,
was severely wounded; Second Lieat. William A. Sutheriaud, of Com-
pany H, slightly. Capt. William H. Allen, of Company F, rendered
most valuable and efficieut aid as a field officer. All the line officers
vied with each other in deeds of courage. - .

I wish partienlarly to note the gallant bearing of First Lieut. Charles
Brewer, adjutant; Second Lieut. Albert Upson, commanding Company
K, and Sergt. Jason Hurd, commanding Company G. Butall have done
their duty, and the unpleasant tagk is not mine to record any acts of
cowardice in the Nineteenth Oliio Regiment. .

I annex & list of killed, wounded, and missing.* ]

In this action we had killed 2 officers and 13 enlisted men; total
killed, 15. Wounded, 2 officers and 56 enlisted men; total wounded,
b3. Missing (sapposed prisg_em%, 31 enli:t;ed men.

' sour obedient servan
Reapootfalls, ¥ CHARLES F. MANDERSON,
Major, Commanding Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers.
Lieat. W. H, H. BHEETS, . :
A. A. A, G, First Brig., Third Div., Left Wing,
Fourteenth Army Corps, Dept. of the Cumberland.

No. 154.

Report of Col. James P. Fyfie, Fifty-ninth Ohio Infantry, commanding
' Second Brigade,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION,
ARMY o¥ THE CUMBLRLAND, Lurr WIiNG,
Janwary 3, 1863.

CAPTAIN : [ herewith trapsmit my report of the‘operatious of the
Second Brigade in front of Murfreesborough, where it arrived w.ltl: the
palance of the left wing December 29, 1862, up to January 3, 1863.

December 30, the brigade was undor arms in close column of divisions
all day ; considerable firing in the afternoon in the direction of the right
wing.

* Nominal liat omitted.
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December 31, the brigade was ordered across Stone’s River. Prior
to reacLing the same, an order was received {rom General Crittenden to
countermarch the brigade, together with Swallow’s battery, in double-
quick to the rear, as the train was attacked. Passing quickly throagh
the woods, as the wagouns had blocked up the road, we came out into
the open field beyond, aud formed a line of battle, perpendicular to the
road, on the left,iu a coru-field, through which the rebels were seen lead-
ing off the train slowly, as the ground was soft. Beyond the train, in
the same field, war about a squadron of eavalry, guarded by rebels.

On our appearance the cavalry began eapturing their guard; one
escaped, one was killed. The rebel cavairy were drawn up in line across
the field, in the edge of the woods.  Captain Swallow, who had managed
to get his battery through the obstructions expeditiously, soon had his
pieces in position, and opened fire on the rebel lines, which began dis-
persing, and were charged by a force of our cavalry, which had passed
down the road to the right of the train, doing excellent service. The
effect of the charge 1 could not see from where we were. Captain
Swallow now moved his pieces to 1 more elevated position, which com-
manded the country for a great distance, from whence he opened on
their scattered forces, driving them out of view,

At this point an order was received from General Van Cleve to return
to the Third Division, and form on the right of the First Brigade in two
lines, to support it; that Colonel Harker would support my right, The
order was immediately complied with; the division began advancing
down the slope of the cedar ridge south of the road, passing Colonel
Harker’s on my right, beyond the foot of the slope. After passing his
brigade, which did not move, my right flank became exposed, with
strong indications of a heavy force approaching in front, extending he-
yond my right flank. Aswc continued advaneing, I sent three different
messengers by my aides, calling Colonel Harker's atiention to ny ex-
posed flank, and at length reported in person to General Van Cleve,
While doing this the Sixty-fifth Ohio, which, it uppeared, had been
Iying down at the edge of the field, rose to theirfeet in the place where
a foree was needed. Supposing it wonld remain there, I passed back
again to my position, to see the Sixty-fifth. march by the right flank
back to Colonel Harker’s left. The firing in front of my first. line, com-
posed of the Fifty-ninth Ohie and KForty-fourth Indiana, was getting to
be heavy, and the skirmishers, rnvning in, reported a heavy force ad-
vancing through the woods, outlanking my right. Lieutenant Temple,
of my staff, was sent at onee to Lientenant-Colonel Dick with orders to
wheel his regiment to the right, and place it in the woods to secure my
flank. Before the order reached hini the ecnemy appeared coming through
the woods.

Seeing the foree would have to tall back, 1 galloped to the battery and
ordered it to open five te the right of my flank into the woods, for the
purpose of checking and confusing the ontflanking foree, to save my bri-
gade from the effects of the cross-fire, while falling back, as much as pos-
sible. The order to fire was complied with instantly, the whole battery
opening several volleys in quick succession, and with decided eftect, into
the woods, while the column fell back rapidly, the front line having sus-
tained itself gallantly until outflanked. The artillery came safely out of
the field under fire, Lientenant Buckmar, a gallant officer, being shot
frolr(in his horse and badly wounded just as he was passing out of the
field.

After falliug back frow the fieki, the Thivteenth Ohiy, under Majot
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Jarvis, and part of the Righty-sixth Indiana, Tientenant-Colonel Dick
was formed near the road, the Forty-fourth being placed on dunty else-
where, and ordered to move up the road to meet the force that had fol-
lowed from the field, which was represented advaneing. Groing in
advance of the force, I found the Fifty-ninth Ohio, under Lieutenant-
Colonel Howard and Major Frambes, hotly contesting the ee s ridge and
hard pressed, their left flank being exposed, encouraging the men to
hold on, and they should have help immediately. The forve following
me was hurried up. The remnant of the Thirteenth Obio, though sadly
repressed by the death of the gallant and loved Colonel Hawkins, shot
dead on the field, answered the command to go forward with a cheer,
and got into line on the left, opening fire just a5 a regiment on the right
of the Fifty-pinth marched to the rear, leaving my right fank again
exposed, which the epemy ware not stow to perceive, and began taking
advantage of. Sorely annoyed, I crogsed the road and asked the officer
in command, whom I do not know, what it meant. He said he had been
ordered back, but on my representations he immediately marched hie
regiment up again, deliveriug & heavy fire as he reached the crest of the
ridge. 1 then or&ered the whole line to charge, which was gallantly
done with a cheer, the enemy being driven from the crest of the ridge
down the southern slope and back acroas the field.

One of the skirmishers, William Brown, of Company B, Fifty-ninth
Ohio, met me on the edge of the ridge, marching back throngh the line
at the head of 28 prisoners, besides 2 officers (lieutenants) he had cap-
tured in a sink-hole. Many other prisouers were captared by the Sec-
ond Brigade, amounting to 60, as near as can be ascertained.

After the enemy was repulsed, as stated, there was no more fighting
on this day by the left wing, General Van Cleve turning over the com-
mand of the division to me, he having been wounded, Colonel Beatty
being on duty elsewhere.

January 1, crossed with the brigade over the river, where the Second
Brigade was placed on the left of the First, in an open field in rear of
a belt of timber on a ridge, the Forty-fourth Indiana and Thirteenth
Ohio in the front live, with the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth Indiana
on their right, the Fifty-ninth Obio and Bighty-sixth Indiana in reserve.
This arrangement left an open spaceé on the left. On the front line,
between it and a road running through a lane beyond the road, was an
open field unoccupied by troops, oxcept  line of skirmishers from Colo-
nel Grose’s command. In the rear, toward Stone’s River, was a corn-
field, and behind the fence was a Kentucky regiment, with their right
resting on the lane. This left a gap batween wmy left and their right of
about 500 yards; thus the forces rested during the day, with sharp skir-
mishing in our front.

Januwary 2, the skirmishing commenced early and was brisk through-
out the day, until about 3 o’clock, when the indications of an attack in
front became so threatening, a battery having been planted in the woods
on my left flank, that I ordered wy reserve into the front line, deflecting
the Kighty-sixth Indiana back, and placing them behind the fence across
the lane to sweep the open field in front of the Kentucky regiment.
Company A, of the Fifty-nintk Regiment, under Sergeant Carr, was
placed on the left of the Ei ghty-sixth, conneeting the two forces, which
gave them a cross-fire over the open field in front.

About 4 p. m. Colonel Beatty, commaunding the division, came over
and was shown the disposition of the brigade, which he approved, sug-
goating, in case we were compelled to fall back, we shouid do so through
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the low ground. We then went to the point near
artillery was stationed, and, while examh})ing that, M?jg.
crans arrived at the same point. In a few moments a
the front arrived and reported a large foree was being
of our lines. Colonel Beatty and myself immediately
respective positions. I was shortly met by Adjutant
Fitty-ninth Ohio, with a report that the enemy were in 1
ing on our front. Sixteen regimental flags had been
column. Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. C. F. King was ordered
%fi gtl]:llt? fgetgl tﬁ)e G.:energl Rosecrans immediately. Pas
y-8ix iment, it and C :
th?)ir lpo&;it.ion wi%h railé. ompany A were ordere
Only a short time elapsed when a tremendous fire inc
attack had fallen on Colonel Beatty’s right. Angt;l[;
peared, had crossed Stone’s River and participated in tt
still apother was coming on my left, but for some cause
somewhat delayed. The main column of attack moved di
the front of the wood, striking toward a wooded height
the river where Captain Drury’s battery of artillery had
the morning, under the command of Lieutenant Livingstc
of the column of attack fell first on the Eighth Kentock;
Ohie in the front line. They stood gallantly for a few
were swept away. The enemy, still pushing on, receive

- and oblique fire from the Thirty-fifth, Forty-fourth, ar

Indiana, and Thirteenth Ohio. The column next encou

ty-ninth Ohio, Twenty-first Kentucky, and Nineteenth O

i::cﬁesswely borne backward, as were the Ninth and
cky.

In the mean time, after the giving way of our
soon as our infantry had gotten gc:ut ogf theyway, Lieslftcgt]
opened upon them with his Dattery with good eifect.
artillery, following their colunn, took position on the
the right of the wood, which commanded the field of
their infantry passed on, driving our right across the riv
grape and canister. The Second Brigade, not being ez
their charge, held their ground until the column of att:
ou'; ﬁecl;)lgd Iéne.b .

e brigade then fell back through the low groun
myself disabled, my horse haviuggthrown a.n%mdra‘;fgagi
distance), and took position behind the buildings on the

The artillery, after the giving way of our last line of inf:
Stone’s River. The column of attack, pushing on towat
exposed to a severs flank fire from Colonel Grose's forec
those of my brigade who had eollected about the buil
hill, and also to our artillery and the infantry that had
on the opposite bank of the river; thus extending the fi
front to the left flank, encircling them on three sides.
artillery and small-arms, delivered for a short time witt
was too much for them, and their broken and discomiited
back upon their path, closely pursued by the troops wh
together with the fresh troops which General Rosecra
up, taking a portion of the celebrated Washington Ba
pulse closed the operations in front of Murireesboron
Brigade going into camp on the field for the night.

I cannot close this report without favorably notieir
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deal of 80
en of my command throughout the trying or f so
?nffiugx??ia&;;’i ﬁrghtin g. griy acting assistant ad.]utant.-geneml, C.F. Kllan ,%'3
J .lB. Temple, aide-de-camp; Capt. Charles A. Sl;eaf,ﬂg;ogg;lgn?ﬁg lzst,:
Lieut. Joseph Dancer, inspector, who was geverely W oo Ao
? a Orderlies H. J. Higgios E. D. Thomas, mem
ggﬁsaﬁglgﬁt?aed to much credit for thei;' conduct on the field. goltf;n%l
Williams, Lieutenant-Colonel Aldj‘ic(l;, %nd g psel()]];_ Sé(?i?ldtgl?:’ fﬁ S3‘;11(1&151’, )
of the Forty-fourth Indiana; Col. J. G. Haw: lI‘lSJ ine e B e
i hile gallantly doing his duty); Major Jarvis, up ¢
ggllxlﬁn:m; dgvolvedyafter the fall c::f‘1 Cﬁlo_nelhggwg;gsh ::{]jgt aﬁl?]t?‘[ ;Ilri;g-‘
: . Tjeutenant-Colonel Howard, Major ‘rambes, . [ y
i’egﬁg%‘,if{;ﬁluinth Ohio; Colonel Dick and Major Dresser, of the Eighty-

sixth Indiana (severely wounded in the engagement of the first day),

g i icular notice. )
* ?J(?l%)s:g Eigm?ifltgil,‘t;ﬁghzugh unacquainted with military ma.ttel('is, &rgs
present, assisting all in his power; also Surgs, Mait.}n Hal,lj‘ris :ﬁ;ﬁ ndinl;,;
don, with the assistance of the brigade band, in glge Eimg E:l 4 attond e
to the wounded, in which Gus. Penn was shot dead, and Jon I%e )
both of the band, badly wounded; for their good conduc ¥

especially noticed. Lieutenants Kibler and Woods attracted my at-

tention by their gallantry while in command ot the gkirmishers on the

i -hearer

ar ridge. 1 will also notice the gallantry and death of color Ty

g;(}"é;;:gg%ood, shot dead, with the flag n:1 lgf ha.nld on thde ti)i::: czg,g ::
H Nelson Shields, who geized the colors, anc

glgoli'?’u;lsg t?lfe fagl (())f the coloi‘-sergeant, until wounded himself, when

) o, all of the Thirteenth Ohio. I also

i d them to Priv ]
ggt?;é%ﬁ?)r-l%emers Benjamin Spellinger and Nathan Coffenberry, of

i i the first killed
sohty-gixth Indiana, who were both shot down ( _
?ﬁ&aﬁﬁy, %rhe latter morfally quuI;iied) 1;1. oihfh eﬁgggdocf"of]h({augrgt} ds?rr:
flags were lost. s0 notice th .
ggatgtngiil;e:eud Tghomaa Hayden, of the Fifty-ninth Obio, ‘who, on thﬁ
last day’s fight, were raised in the alir b}l' atca,?ﬁmn bﬂll plowing the eart
d eir feet, and thrown vio ently to the earth. ) )
be{)ﬁgxlngld that Willism Brown, of Compaty BkFlfty-nmt_h (‘i)hlo,f
who captured the prisoners above referred to, and elson Shields, o
the Thirteenth Ohio, who saved his regimental flag, as proper persons
to receive, each, one of the medals ordered to be p_repa.red by Congress
tor those Who p;u't'lculaﬂy distingnish themselves 1D battle. M. L
In closing this report, 1 wish also to tender my thanks to Maj. dym}
Starling, adjuta.nt-genera.l on General Gn}:tende.n’s sst:a,ffz1 f::h:r?rh;fd
i comman
encouragement and cheer to @ portion o, myh ommand Fe s
the cedar ridge in the first day's fight; and als p
g‘;sgggtﬁllllde to our cogtnmander-in-ehief, Ggueral Rosecrans, for the
at the place and abont the same time,
Bai?ltc‘)afvgl‘;xich is rgspectfully submitted, together Wi th the rep_oxt'lts of tb:
different regimental commanders, appropriately gna.rked,_mtf a.t co :
rected aceount of the killed, wounded, and wissing, thhkiﬁgd 1}1%:
Officers Lilled, 4; wounded, 15; missqn%, 3 e%nl;%téed 'E)ig,l illec, ;
wounded, 251 ; officers mIBSINE, 2 enhff] g MH‘E} 0, Sy orE, .

Colonel, Comdy. od Brig., 34 Div., Left Wing, 14th Army Oorps.

Capt. E. A, OTI3,
Assistant Adjutant-Geneml.

et — ——
— e

.
* But nee revised statement, p. 213.
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Report of Lieut. Col. Simoon C. Aldrich, Forty-fourth Indiana Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS FORTY-FOURTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camyp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., Jannary 5, 1863,

DEAR SIR: It becomes my duty to make a Drief report of engage-
ments before Murfreesborough.

We went into the field on December 31, 1862, with 316 men, officers
incleded. We took our position, by your order, in brigade on the right,
and marched in line of battle through an open field gouth of the pike.
In passing tLrough this field wo discovered the enemy making o fauk
movewent on our right, in a woed bordering upon the field. Iutelli:
gence was conveyed to you, and, as I understand, by you toour division
commander. We made a stand at the edge of the wood in our frout,
but were soon ordered to advance, which we did.

After entering the woods our skirmishers were ordered in, as the line
of the enemy was in sight. We still advanced to within, as near as [
could judge, 100 yards of their line, and opened fire. They replied, and
advanced their line; at the same time the flanking force opened & galling
cross-fire upon us. We held the position as long as we could do so with-
out saerificing our wbole regiment; we then fell back to our battery and
formed line of batile. We were ordered by General Van Cleve to remain
here till farther orders. We soon kad orders from you to join the brigade
at the right, which we did. Bere we formed & new line, and remained
till some time in tbe night, when we were ordered to march to the left
again, where we remained through the night.

Permit me t0 pass over occurrences not important, for want of room,
to January 2, when we were in line of battle on the left. About 4 p. m.
the enemy was discovered to be advancing. I received orders from yon
to fall back to low ground, if it was found we could not hold our posi-
tion. The enemy attacked on our right; Seventy ninth and Thirty-fifth
Indiana engaged, and held their position firm for some time. In the
mean time I directed my fire at right oblique. The enemy pressed on, and
the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth gave way. T still held my men and
kept up the fire till the enewy bad passed by us on the right, and then
gave orders to fall back, which we did, to a rail feuce. Then we rallied
again, and gave thewm a cross-fire; but they still advancing wade it nec-
esgary to fall back to the gronud you designated. I gave the command,

and wo fell back to the building on the hill. Here Adjutant Hodges
and myself, together with otlier officers, succeeded in rallying a large
force, together with our regiment, and opeued a destructive cross-fire on
the enemy, which soon had its effect upon their extreme left, and assisted
Eerjlr{ much in their final repulse. W followed them till ordered to fall
ACK.

I must here mention that at the first rally at the rail fence was the last
geen of Colovel Wilkiams. I suppose him to be taken prisoner. Our
loss, as it stands uow, is 56 wounded. 10 killed, and 47 missing.*

I must make mention of some ofiicers and men that acted with great
bravery: First is our colonel, William 0. Williams. Adjt. Joseph C.
Hodges was among the most efficient and brave; Acting Lieut. Joseph
W. Burch, Company A ; Licutenants Gunsenhouser and Thomas, Com-
pany F; Getty and Murray., Company B; Wilson, Cowpany K ; Hil-
debrand, Company E; acting lieutenants, Company G ; Lieutenants

* But see ryvised statement, p. 213.




