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CHAPTER VI.

STONE RIVER.

The advance from Nashville to Murfreesboro 'began on the 26th

* of December, and on the night of the 30th the army was in position

ahout two miles and a half from Murfreesboro. On some parts of
the line there was fighting to get into position, but less of this on
the left, where the Forty-first was posted. On the way there had
heen skirmishing at intervals, and at Lavergne artillery had been
used against the cnemy. Tazen’s brigade had been detached on
the 27th, to move to the left of the line of advance, and save a bridge
over Stewart’s Creek, on the old Jefferson road. The movement
was a-rapid one, the latter part at double-quick step when the bridge
was in sight. In this running skirmish’the enemy was driven over
the bridge without time to destroy it. There was a house to the
left of the road near the bridge, and when the foremost of the brigade
came in sight of it, two or three Confederate cavalry officers were
delaying their mount and retreat to say good-bye to a young lady
on the porch.  The farewell may have been tender. but it was hur-
ried by the rapid advauce of Hazen’s men. The young lady was
not cast down by the departure of her Confederate friends, but sang
“The Bonnie Blue F lag” that evening to cntertain her new guests.

On the 29th the brigade returned to its division on the Nashville
pike, and at midnight of the 30th went to its place in the line of
hattle, to the feit of the pike and near the Cowan house., The new
division general was John M. Palmer, of Iinois, one of the few
volunteer officers (that is, those having no regular military educa-
tion) who maintained themselves with credit from first to fast, in the
ligher ranks and commands.  The corps was the left of Rosecrans’
tine, but Palmer’s division was not the left of the corps on the night
hefore the battle.  The bivouac of the Forty-first was on the edge
of the thickly wooded ground afterward known as “The Cedars.”
ietween the wooded ground and the pike was a cotton field, and
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just beyond the pike was the railroad, which crossed the pike at a
sharp angle about 500 yards to the front.  Stone River made a bend
around the left toward the rear of this position, the southern bank
being the higher one, with lower ground or flats on the northern
slde, _

At daylight on the 31st 1wo companies of the Forty-first, 1)
and I, relieved A and F¥, which had been on the skirmish line during
the night.  Firing was heard far 10 the right early in the morning,
increasing in volume rapidly, and coming nearer, Nevertheless, at
about 8 o'clock the order to advance to the attack was given, ani
the line started forward in the direction of the Cowan house. Before
the movement had made a hundred vards, it was stopped, and the
line withdrawn to the point from which it started. The sound of
battle on the right was moving toward the Union rear, and it was
plain that misfortune had come upon the right of the army. 1i-
rectly in front, also, the encmy appeared, advancing in line across
the open country beyond and about the Cowan house. The Forty-
first was in no position, in the cotton ficld, to receive an attack—the
field was commanded on all sides by ground affording cover.. The
regiment was quickly moved by the left flank, crossing the pike and
taking position on a shight crest of open woodland, the left near the
railroad. The enemy came on in fine style to the attack of this
position. The Forty-first was in the front line, and Cockerill’s bat-
tery on its left. The fire of the regitnent was held until the enemy
was within easy range, and then et go with tremendous effect. The
cnemy was staggered, struggled forward a few vards further, hut
could make no more headway.  When the Forty-first had exhausted
its ammunition, the Ninth Indiana was ordered up o relieve it
Here occurred a marvellous thing. The Indianians had come to the
war with a fecling that some taint wis on them becaase an Indiana
regiment in the Mexican war met with harsh censure on its conduct.
The Ninth Indiana, from the day it took the field, was set to prove
that the men from its state would fight. At Stone River the Ninth
was commanded by Lieut.-Col. W. H. Biake, every inch a fighter.
He brought his regiment up, marching by the flank, a few paces in
rear of the Forty-first, which was then engaged and under a severe
artillery fire. Here Blake gave the command: “On the right by
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file into line. March!” and proceeded, amid the whistling bullets
and cxploding shells, to set out his guides as the line grew toward
the left.  In the niiddle of this magnificent but useless bravado, a
shell flying waist high exploded at the point where the fours were
wheeling to take place in the line.  Strange to say, the missile took
but four men, two before it and two behind, and it caused not an
stant’s pause in the movement. With the precision of the drill
ground, the Indianians finished their formation and advanced to re-
lieve the Forty-first.  They had proved that they could be as steady
in fight as men cut out of stone.

Having replenished cartridge hoxes, the Forty-first was placed
on the right of the brigade, extending obliquely across the pike.
Here it again engaged the enemy, until a Confederate battery opened
on its right flank. Rosecrans’ whole line to the right of Hazen's
position had been driven back, and the cedars to the right and rear
of that position were full of the victorious Confederates. The brig-
ade took position behind and parallel with the railroad, the Forty-
first on the left. The regiment suffered much from artillery in this
place, one shell killing or wounding eight men. Afterwards, Lieut.
Col. Wiley took the command to the support of a section of artillery
which was resisting a cavalry attempt to cross the river to the left
rear. Again, Gen. Rosecrans in person posted the regiment to meet
an cxpected attempt to cross the river.  Here also the regiment suf-
iered much from the Confederate artillery, while it was in a position
where it could do no service. Some moments before, and only a
icw yards from the Forty-first, Garesche, Rosecrans’ chief of staff,
ricling with the general, had been literally beheaded by a Confederate
shell. The Forty-first was not again engaged on that day. It had
Lt tlie honar of playing a prominent part in holding the only point
m Rosecrans’ line of battle which was maintained throughout the
day. A stone monument, erected by a detail from the brigade, and
sui—tahly inscribed, stands by the side of the railroad at this famous
point.

The two days following were passed in bivouac as the troops
stoodd. In the afternoon of the second day came Breckinridge’s
assault on Van Cleave's division, which had been posted across the
rver—a sort of detached left of the army. Hazen's brigade was
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mov.éd:ha'sfiiy over to the support of Van Cleave when the sudden
attack came. Breckinridge’s onset was so fast and furious that it
swept /.éve_'ryt-hing_befote it, and then his troops themselves went to
pieces:in their hot pursuit, and all formation and control were gone,
When the Forty-first had got over, the ground in front was covered
" with crowds of men fror both sides, but no organized bodies of
- troops:were in sight. - Breckinridge’s scattered men, of course, made

little show of resistance, but took themselves off. The regiment
advanced in line for some distance, "ﬁnding no occasion to fire, until
it was halted at the skirt of a wood and ordered to deliver a volley
in the direction of a Confederate battery two or three hundred yards
away, which was throwing its shells far to the rear. The volley
‘was delivered, and the battery fired no more. It was found after-
ward that it lost 2 man or two by the volley, besides severai horses,
leaving on the field one caisson, for lack of horses. This ended the
fighting at:Stone River. S '

The F(irty-ﬁrst went into the battle with a total of 413 officers
and men. . It lost 14 killed and 106 wounded, and four were reported
m-issing.-"-i;‘;l?‘.ive.of the wounded are to be credited to the affair in
- support of Var Cleave, two days after the battle; all other losses
fell in the ‘main action. Except Van Cleave, who suffered mainly
- in the fight across the river, the loss of Palmer’s division (25.40 per

cent. of the men engaged) was heavier than that of any other division

in the army.: The three divisions' of Crittenden’s corps (Wood's,
Palmer's and Van Cleave’s) lost more heavily than any other divi-
sions in the afmy. The loss, killed and wounded, of the whole army
was 8778, or 20.22. per cent. of the. number engaged, which was
48,400. The Confederate force was 37,712, and the total loss was
10,266, or a fraction over 27 per cent,

Stone River was the first sustained-action in which the Forty-
first took part. At Shiloh the whole fighting was in a single head-
long charge—severe in its losses, it is true, but very quickly over.
At Corinth there was nothing more than skirmish or picket firing,

- and the same at Perryville. At Stone River it wasa stand-up fight
" almost from daylight on, and a fight wholly on the defensive with

i

Srong Riveg.

The formal and precise official records will, in'the' main;ideter-
mine the history of this and other battles. . But such records may
or may not contain all that influences the soldier as he acts :his part "
in the event. Mistaken ideas and €1Toneous reports, impossible of -
correction at the time, go to influence the spirit"and"'makei up the -
life of the soldiers, quite as certainly as do correct ideas and truthfu]
reports. ‘What is here set down, then, has no purpose of overturn-
ing established history. It is written because, right or wrong, it
entered into the life of the regiment at the time, and s0"is’to
taken into account. ' R e

First, as to the new general of the army. Rosecrans had come
to that army heralded by the northern newspapers as what would
he called, in the phrase of this Jater time, an “up-to-date” commander,
Buell was sent to,the rear as out of date, Many of the promises
and pretenk_je's_"fput forth, not Dy the new commander, butiin'his be-’ =
half, everybod 40 the army knew to be simply foolish, -afnd me’
of them were known to be false. The Forty-first ‘ca 9 it
diate contact with' Rosecrans, for the first time, at a review:and in- -
spection just before the army moved from Nashville toward: Stone -

River. * A single reported incident of this Occasion will suffice;, A '

private soldier in the line under inspection attracted the general's no-
tice—his shoes were not new, or his pants were fringed at the bottom,

or something of that sort. Rosecrans asked the soldier why he did
not get a new article (whatever it was—pants, probably), and the man
replied that he had asked for it, but had not received it. The genéral,
with a certain peculiar gusto, told the soldier to make a requisi-
tion on his first sergeant; if that didn’t do, make 2 requisitiont ‘on his
captain; if that didn’t do, make a requisition on the regimental quar-

termaster, an the brigade and division quartermasters, etc.; and

finally, if he did not get what he wanted, to come to him, the .gencml._
This is a good specimen of ad captandum style; but think what

must be the effect of such talk on men who had been made pretty

well acquainted with the army regulations! The story went the ;
round of the camps, and was written up by an army correspondent; "

[t had its effect—the better disciplined the soldier who heard it, the

worse the effect. T'do not vouch for the story; the essential fact {5 -
that it was taken up and circulated by the general’s admirers, .-

.,'be L
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n.this narrative, Rosecrans in person put the Forty-first in position

‘cided, and when the ablest commander might well have been over~
_burdened with weightier affairs than posting a single regiment, and

the general’s manner, rather than his command, which had the great-
effect He failed to produce an impression as one who grasped

lse, they had their effect on the army’s estimate of its commander,
- was doleful enough, the story of the camp fires built away beyond
he right of the line to deceive the enemy; but it was the very irony

‘_w;th guns not in battery, and a priest saying mass in the general’s

_ ; -tg.of the rig
| th npen ground".t!o the rlght and rcar. Somewhere there had been

The wmher folIowmg the battle was coId and wet, and it was
: -'::_maréhed through Murireesboro, turning eastward toward McMinn-

‘buned its déad on the ground where they fell—the place now marked
s by A monument. Except for these comrades, left forever behind, the

. Forty-ﬁrst had no sorrow connected with that field; but the spirit
of -the army was not buoyant, and new scenes were welcome.

At Stone River, during the battle, as has been mentioned before |

i

hat for a duty not fhe most important conceivable. But it was

-ville :and going into camp after a short march. The regiment had

t one time,. This was while the hazard of the day was still unde- ! -

¢ whole momentous situation with the hand of a ‘master. After
.came the usual supply of stories about the battle, and, true or .

ate which brought the Confederate attack not upon that ghostly -
but upon the attenuated real line, ﬁndmg it unready, artillery .-

quiarters, :No.after explanalions could blot out the memory of the -
] 1 as they swarmed from the cedars into | ©

lief when, ‘on the Tth of January, the regiment left the field and . -

A WinTErR REST.

CHAPTER VII.

A WINTHER REST.

The first days of January, 1868, had gone before: the Forty—ﬁrst -
left the vicinity of Murfreesboro. For the remainder of the wm-:'l
ter, it was to be stationed at Readyville, twelve miles out on the Mc--
Minnville road. Readyville was a name, not a town. The place

afforded a good camping ground, and although the command was
always on the alert, and the habit of standing to arms before day-
break became chronic, the duty on the whole was not hard. ‘Tt

it AT
DR SRR

was a season of rest, and of resumption of drills and studtes. Many. - .

supplies beyond the army ration were obtained, not so much from the__' :
country, which was not over-rich, as from the markets horthward.':_;f -
The Forty-first had its council of administration, withi funds to pro-
cure certain desirable things not to be had from the commissary or

the quartermaster. So it somctimes happened that the messes of -
officers and men were supplied with eatables from the northern
markets. Quarters had been made as comfortable as. poss1ble andr‘: _

the time was really an enjoyable one.

The Confederate cavalry was on the Mcanvﬂle road a few '

miles further on, and its patrols made frequent calls upon the brigade

outpost about a mile from camp. On one occasion, these horsemen -

dashed down the pike to the bridge which spanned a creek running
in front of the camp, and were turned back by the picket reserve at

the bridge. At another time two horsemen thought to run down a

solitary Forty-first vidette in advance on the pike; but he defended

himself with his bayonet while he backed into a fence corner so that . _
they could not flank him, and then easily held them at bay until suc-

coted by neighboring pickets. There was good fishing in the creek,
and one day a party of officers who were just outside the lines catch-
ing bass, narrowly escaped capture. Some of Cluke’s cavalry gal-
loped down the pike until they drew the fire of the picket reserve,

and then dashed off the road to escape the bullets, They rode with- |
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+in a rod of the fishermen, who were lying flat on their faces on the

sloping bank of the creek; but the cavalrymen were in a hurry and

" "did not see the unarmed fishers,
A There was a diversity of entertainment in the army life at Ready-
ville. In the hills back of the camp there was a mill which was put
" to work. Some of the officers were set to making topographical
maps of the surrou'nding country. This required explorations out-
* side the lines, and then there was added to the zest of map-making
the duty of keeping a sharp lookout for the Morgan cavalry. At
one time Hazen carefully planned an expedition to take in Cluke’s
force at the little town of Woodbury, a few miles on the road to Mc-

Minnville. Flanking parties were arranged and sent out in advance,

the whole expedition marching so as to reach Woodbury at daylight.
- It was a failure so far as a capture was concerned. The main force,

moving on the pike, got to the Confederate position in time for a
brisk skirmish with Cluke’s horsemen, but they declined to stay and
~ be caught by the flanking parties. ' ' :

" The drill 'and parade ground was on a level field below th
camps. There was some regulation target practice here, for at last
the regiment had discarded the miserable Greenwood rifled muskets,
* and was supplied with Springfield rifles. The target practice was a
great help in making the men familiar with their new weapdns.

Among the satisfactions of the camp at Readyville, not the least
was the mail communication with home. The regiment never did
much in the way of furloughs; even leaves of absence for officers
were scarce at all times. Next thing to a furlough is regular mail
communication, and this the command enjoyed at this camp. It
was a great time of rest, recuperation, enjoyment and instruction.,
The stay at Readyville was from January 10th to June 24th.

Leaving Readyville, the start was for Tullahoma, but the enemy
had left that place before the F. orty-first came near. A camp was
made at Manchester, where the regiment remained for some days,
Nothing of moment occurred here; the weather was very warm, and
on the whole the stay was not remembered for its comfort. Tents
were struck August 15th, and the regiment moved toward Chatta-
nooga by the way of Dunlap and the Sequatchie Valley. The start
was made in the middle of the day, the sun being intensely hot.

A Winrrr Rest.

Somebody ordered the issue of a ration of whisky before -staﬂiﬁé:;
It was dealt out, andithe march was begun immediately afterward;; .

The way lay through ? blackjack barren, and the road was a narrdw

cart track, the blackjacks closing in thick on both sides and shutt‘i't_‘;gg‘f:f;
off all movement of air, while the trees were too low to afford shade,.
It wasa trying march; those who drank their ration of whisky fell (I‘t
by the score, and the regiment bivouacked a mere skeleton, Al
night long the stragglers were coming in, Never before or afte <
ward was the regiment so completely done up, .
The march through the Sequatchie Valley to the foot of Wal-
dron’s Ridge was made comfortably and expeditiously. _Here',the':“'_
brigade was to watch the Tennessee river in the vicinity of Harris
son's ?Landin-g, above Chattanqoga. The nearest neighbors up
the valley were twenty miles apay—Minty’s cavalry force. Dur-
ing the stay here, the building ofa large barge was begun in a creek
near the Tennessee. It was to be used in crossing the river when .
the time came; but before it was finished, Bragg had moved out-;bff -i
Chattancoga and the crossing could be made at leisure and where- -
ever there was a ford. The weather liere was delightiui, and the
duty light. There was leisure for short excursions to see the natura] .
curiosities of Waldron’s Ridge, and more than the usual liberty was
allowed the command.
The order to move from this camp came suddenly, on the 8th
of September.  The regiment moved in the night to the mouth of
West Chickamauga Creek, and forded the Tennessece early next
morning. The same day it joined its division at Graysville, and wa.sl
m movement toward Gordon’s Mills and the country where the bat-
tle of Chickamauga was fought soon afterward.
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never failed to come up with his coffee. He was on hang that
morning, and after he hag served his mess, he started o make a
pot of coffee for himself, He was squatting down blowing the fire
to boil his coffee, when 3 Confederate bullet struck the tin pot,
scattered the fire in 4} directions, and Passed between the little
darkey’s legs, He Sprang up, and with 5 single word, “Zip!t” started
straight to the rear O a run. He could be seen for three quarters

of a mile, still at fy]) speed, and he may be going yet, for he never
refurned to the regiment,

Brevet honors were slow in reaching the Western armies; it
was said that all the hospital stewards in the Fast had been brey-
ctted before any came a4 far west as 7 cnnessee. A batch came

at last, and the arnly being within reach of Nashville, the favored

officers were soon seen in new uniforms, Possibly they seemed

'More. numerous  because none hayg been s
thought the business a little ovgrdone.
opinion of 2 teamster who was
as “Brevet horses,”

This";was no doubt the
heard one day Swearing at his mules

After the fall of Atlanta, there was an order to forage the coun-
try, and the Forty-first one day sent out 3 regular detail. One of
the men was g Private of K company whose rations were always
short. Three or four miles out, this man was missed, but when
the detail was returning toward evening, he wag found in a fence
corner, with the remains of a half-grown Pig beside a fire, He
had been there the better part of the day, and he was so full of
fresh pork, roasted on his bayonet, that e could scarcely get up
off the ground. {ljs sergeant watched him struggling to his feet,
and asked what ajled him. He pointed to the half-
said faintly, “Makes me svell up like a leetle bup,”
rations had held out,

eaten pig and
For once his

While the Forty-first held the front line at Stone River, a cais-
son of Cotterell’s battery, just to the left of the regiment, was blown
up by a shell from the enemy. It was a tremendoys affair in noise
and appearance, but the Injury to the men was surprisingly smal),
Cotterell’s battery always had a4 warm place with the Forty-first.

een before: and some
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Perhaps nothing in the history of the regiment sp(;kfe m(:::n ;:
better for the general faithfulness of the men, than t eir p o
return from veteran furlough. They simply shut the:rh eysesllthem
the enjoyments of home, and went cheerfully back to the -(::e e
wildernesses. It proved that they went to even harder servi
they had known before.

The large men of the regiment were mostly in /;: ll: ;"::0:;
companies, though H had some, and fllso I. Pcrllapsd L 1(; ;1 an;,_
men of medium and small stature, but it was :’-.t very hardy c't pan)
It came, more largely than the other companies, from the city,

Only one detail for guard service in the rear ever fe_li t(‘Jv f:lel:;
Forty-first. That was at Columbia on the Ho.ocl carrlipzjufm,1 whet
it was sent across the river to look after the tram.s of tTL. ;:1 -
the roads on the left, while the main body was in position 00u X
front. This one experience of thle rea1j of iml :11-11::::[ \:;Zi Zr\xmr rgim.

is time the ground occupied W trams and g was !
;)\; :::35 Ij;a::i rcfuirees who were tryi}'lg to get bafc‘fkbwatli':I atfsl,clil;)l:;l?i:
believing that the Yankees u;cr; blemf lf(i};:;e?d :; i Ofyfreedom o

return. These people had n ,

:1;:; l;fte(:'e drawn to the Union side as the needle to the‘ p;o:e. c‘flori:
and raised in that country, thev hesitated not a momc? ot ‘};‘,m
their fortunes with the strangers who had come down tllere otioﬁl,m]
their former masters. No lures were held out_by the r:ad e
forces, as none were possible; the refugees were k!l’?dly treacz u.r e
they were much in the way, and the army had no deswetto fertlhe o
their congregating about its rear. A very large pa}r 0t fhe rev
gees was made up of women, many 0}‘ the men having be
off into the Southern service with their masters.

A number of negro servants were with the regiment fgo:gei:r;:
to last. With regimental headquarters was Thomason, aI 2:1 e
Cleveland before the war, When the army. moved from L e
to Camp Wickliff, Thomason somehow]fell in ;'tea;;ili ;\:j ‘:mub]o.

jailed in Louisville as a fugitive slave. st s ouble.
;231:: l\l::s rescued and went on with the regiment. An}c;th:; l}:oa:in
quarter servant, a fairly intelligent fellow, was taken Nor

PN
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[—Jouisvillc by an officer going home, in the days befpre emancipa-
tion, and when negroes were closely watchied. This man. was tf)ld
of the hazard, and provided with food that he might keep in hiding
on the steamer from Louisville to Cincinnati. Howevef he may
‘have regarded freedom in the North, he could.not keep h-1m$elf ouE
of sight on the stcamer, but boldly presented himself _at the servants
table for meals, He had a_nai-row escape from bemg Put ashore
in Kentucky for return to Louisville as a fugitive. 'Stlil another
headquarters servant was captured at the Chattahoochie river. H.e
was with his master in the Southern army; but he trangferred his
allegiance without demonstration of any kind, .and' made a most
usci"ul servant for many a day. Some of the cqmp-any messes at
different times had negro cooks.  Oiten they were faithful and ven-
turesome in coming up to the front when the regiment was facing
the enemy; and almost without exception they were ‘useful and

convenient. - .

The only association the regiment ever had with <:'olor¢d troops
was at the battle of Nashville. What happened there l?as been told
clsewhere. Several officers of the Forty-first were given culo‘re.d
commands, and served with them with credit.;_ but so far as this
regiment had opportunity té observe, fhe prewous-_c.cmdxtzon of the
pegro was too great an obstacle to his armed sen_nc.e. At Nash-
“ville, for instance, there was little doubt that the Confederate fight
had extra vigor when it was directed against Steadn{an’s colored
regiments, Their presence introduced an element of bitterness that
would have been otherwise lacking.

Of all food supplies found in the country, the most valuable
and most palatable was the hog. Chickens were too few to go
around, but on several occasions stores of hams were captured and
made a welcome relief frony the army ration of bacon.. A Ilal‘f.
grown pig will go farther than a flock of hens, and as a rule will

he better enjoyed.  Of vegetables, the principal was the small red '

sweet-potato, very small and not very sweet., The men got tired
of these long before the war ended. ‘ _

The association of the Forty-first with other troops was not
greatly varied, though there were several changes of brigade or-
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ganization. This regiment remained to the last tle representative
and nucleus of the original organization at Camp Wickliff in the
winter of 1861-62—-the Nineteenth brigade, Army of the Ohio. Qther
regiments came and went, but the Forty-first remained; and, save
for the short interval between Atlanta and the Nashville fight, the
brigade was always commanded by an officer from the F orty-first,
This would not have happened so, had the regular succession 1o
command been left undisturhed when Gen. Hazen was transferred

““to the Army of the Tennessee. The command of the brigade should
“: at that time have fallen to Col. O. H. Payne, of the One Hundred

and Twenty-fourth Qhio. His resignation while Col. Post was in
command, left the brigade to fall to Lieut. Col. Kimberly when
Post was wounded in the Nashville battle: and this command con-
tinued until the end of the fighting period. ‘

The regiments longest associated with the FF orty-first in brig-

ade organization were the Ninth Indiana and the Sixth Kentucky. -

Neither Col. Suman, of the N inth, nor Col. Whitaker, of the Sixth,
was able to get along with Hazen except with some friction. No

-trouble of this kind was found with the lieutenant-colonel of either

of these regiments. Col, Payne, of the One Hundred and Twenty-
fourth, of course had no difficulty in keepi_gg on pleasant terms
with the brigade commander. No more %ad Col. Berry, of the
Fifth Kentucky; Col. Langdon, of the First, Ohio; Col. Foy, of the
Twenty-third Kentucky: Col. Bowman, of the Ninety-third Ohio,
and some others who at different times were in Hazen's brigade.
Perhaps the Ninety-third Ohio, next to the One Hundred and
Twenty-fourth, was the regiment with which the Forty-first was in
closest association. These two regiments formed one of the bat-
talions of the brigade, with the First Ohio, during the Atlanta cam-

paign. Their fortunes were thercfore the same during that tong and

tedious struggle: and certainly the Forty-first never found occa-
sion to complain of its companion regiments in any duty. Berry's
Fifth Kentucky is remembered as an active and efficient command,
and Col. Foy, of the Twenty-third Kentucky, had the respect of all

in his command of his brave regiment, Pavne’s One Hundred and
4 )

Twenty-fourth Ohio, coming from the section in which the Forty-

L
i
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first was raised, was like its own people to that regiment. These
regiments were closest in sympathy of all that served in the. brigade
at any time. The Seventy-first Ohio and the Twenty-seventh Ken-
tucky were hardly long enough in the command to become well
acquainted. '

~ As to association with cominanders above the brigade, the reg-
iment’s first experience was not pleasant. Something of _Ne]son,
the division commander, has alrcady heen said. A fairly Illlustra-
tive incident may be given here. Col. Hazen was absent.from
Camp Wickliff when the order came to move, and the'.brxgade
rightfully belonged to one of the two Indiana colonels, Fitch and
Slack. But Nelson had a quarrel—all his own—with both of these
-officers, and would recognize neither as in command in H'azen’s
absence. * So the division general sent for the brigade adjutant,
who found him sitting in his big Sibley tent, coatless and. stretched

in a chair before the fire. None of the customary civilities were

offered to the adjutant, who stood patiently while Nelson framed
this verbal command: “T want you to put three days’ cooked ra-
tions m haversacks, and have Hazen's brigade on the road at. 6
o’clock in the morning, to wait my august arrival, sirl” The adju-
tant asked if Col. Slack was in command, and was met with a storm

of denial wild enough to blow a man out of the tent. After Nelson,

the division fell to Wm. Sooy Smith for a brief spell, and then. to
Gen. Palmer. Smith’s command was too short to leave any lajstmg
impression.  Palmer led the division at Stone River and Chicka-
mauga. He was always popular with his command. The men not.
only had confidence in his soldierly ability, but they were attracted

by his unpretentious, kindly manner, and his evident consideration

for the welfare and comfort of the whole command. He had no

favorites and showed no partialities—a man from the people and_‘
stilt of the people, a fine type of the American soldier. As to his’
military qualities, it has already been said in this book that he was -

one of the very few men without 2 West Point education who main-

uined themselves creditably in the higher commands of the army.
All the men of that division hold John M. Palmer in affectionate -

remembrance, : )
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Gen. Thomas J. Wood commanded the lanta
campaign and thereafter to the end of the figh' yas
a regular army officer, hut thoroughly appreciysaar
'soldiery——a careful, considerate man, knowin, and
looking constantly to proper discipline, yet af held
the unquestioning confidence of his men, in al, .4
2 soldierly pride in his division which promy,
care for it.  When, on the Atanta campaign, i
sion was too often called on for scrvice that Ole, hie
did not hesitate to protest in jts behalf.  His Nelivi-
sion of the army had a better conmander, anc.
It was easy for him to get the best service his Ie of.

ring

Above the grade of division general, the yor
Crittenden, the typical, courtly, but unfortuna_re_
membered yet with kindly feeling. Then camegoy,
Gordon Granger—too short a stay to becomyeq
Next Gen. 0. O. Howard, well known by re g,
came to the West. But association with 3 6 g
remote at best, and leaves no such vivid rccoliq]c_d

up by the name of the division general, Thery,: .

good feeling toward Gen, Howard—a con"scient;nd
and courteous gentleman.  The last of the COIPSap.
D. 8. Stanley, has already heen spoken of in thhe
Atlanta and Nashville campaigns.  Nobody in thes.
tioned his ability as a general, but all felt that his,_
rel with Hazen was also unfortunate for the regigg.
ade. Except at Nashville, the F. orty-first had no;
command.

Coming finally to the army commanders, it 5
the men believed in Buell, were uncertain and of
Rosecrans, and idolized Thomas. Grant and Sy
ther away. and were known almost’ wholly by reg
generally believed in the regiment that Grant's arq
at Shiloh, and would have fared badly the second q.
but nobody believed the ahsurd newspaper stories .,

the battle. Between Sherman and Thomas, in

i
I
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cheice would always be the latter with the men. who served under
both. It was known that Thomas did not favor the assault at
Kennesaw mountain, and it went to his credit with the soldiers.
The story went about that the Kennesaw ﬁght was to show the
enemy that the Union troops would assault fortified lines. Thomas
thought such a demonstration unnecessary; yet when the time
came, he did not hesitate to. assault the strongly intrenched lines at
- Nashville.  In both instances, the event sustained his judgment;
he made a grand success of his assault, while thgt’ at Kennesaw
was a costly failure.  No proof was needed that the troops who had
swept the enemy off Mission Ridge would attack fortifications on

occasion.

One of the persistent faults of army commanders, following the
traditions of the military art, was in the maintenance of secrecy
about movements—this at all times, not alonc_ ‘wihen some critical
enterprise was afoot, demanding great care’ t‘hat_ i_t be kept from
any possibility of disclosure to the cnemy.  This habit of secrecy
is a survival from the ancient system, and, whatever may have becn
in its favor some centuries ago and with an 3unintellig¢r_1t soldiery,
it was distinctly hurtful on several occasions during the war. A
good illustration was afforded by the actions at and hefore Mission
Ridge.  The Orchard Knob fight might have been over much
sooner than it was, and at less loss, if the purpose of the movement
liad been made known, at least to regimental commanders, before it
was started.  But there were no orders, and the Forty-first and
Ninety-third were held for some minutes under fire, to. no purpose.
Had Col. Wiley Ieen directed to drive in the Confederate pickets
and their reserves, he would have made shorter work of it. But
when the skirmishers had developed a heavy force in front, whose
position and strength could not be determined except by attack, no
regimental commander could know whether it was the general’s
intention to bring on an engagement. The same thing occurred
when the troops were ordered (o take the rifle pits at the foot of
Mission Ridge, with no orders further, and found that they could
neither remain at that point nor retreat from it withont great loss.

It would probably be found throughout all the armies, as it was in
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the experience of the Forty-first, that the most effective service
was obtained when the orders were specific and the purpose of the
movement was made known. With such troops as were in the
Union arimnies, the better they are informed as to what is expected
of them, and the resistance likely to he cncountered, the better
they will perform. Examples proving this are afforded by the
Brown'S'Ferry affair and the battle of Pickett's Mills.

From first to last, the regiment traveled a great deaj by steam-
boat. First, was the voyage up the Ohio river to Gallipolis, and
the trip from that Place to Louisville. Next the voyage down the
Ohio and up the Cumberland to Nashville. Then came the voyage
down from East Tennessce on veteran furlough; and last, the long
voyage down the Mississippi to New Orleans and from there to
Texas. None of these were pleasure trips, or productive of enjoy-
ment in any way. -The most uncomfortahle railroad travel, per-
haps, was the short ride from Chattanooga to Athens, on the Hood
campaign to. Nashville,

There were several bright spots in the commissary line, by
unusuzl supplies 'fror"n the country.  "Iie most notable of these was
the camp near Reynolds Station while rebuilding the railroad just
before Bra_gg.’S‘Kentucky campaign. The Confederate colonels
plantation afforded more luxuries than were found in any other
place. The East Tennessee march, though a hard one in many
ways, Brought some good feeding from the country. The long
Atlanta campaign yielded little in (his way.  Of actual and pro-
longed hunger, the only experience was at Chattanooga after the
Chickamauga battle. The thirst on the second day of that battle
Wwas worse than any hunger. There was some of this, not so
severe, in the Kentucky campaign,

The dead of the Forty-first lie in graves that stretch from Ohio
to Texas. The places where the greater numbers are byried are:
Shiloh, 40; Murfreesboro, 36; Chattanooga, 87: Nashville, 36. Four
are buried in the Andersonville prison grounds. Those given above
are mainly men killed in action or died of wounds, Many were
buried at Louisville and other points, from hospitals. Thirty-seven
who were killed in action at Pickett's Mills, or died of wounds re-
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the experience of the Forty-first, that the most effective service
was obtained when the orders were specific and the purpose of the
movement was made known. With such troops as were in the
Union armies, the better they are informed as to what is expected
of them, and the resistance likely to be encountered, the better
they will perform. Examples proving this are afforded by the
Brown’s Ferry affair and the battle of Pickett's Mills.

From first to last, the regiment traveled a great deal by steanr-
boat. First, was the voyage up the Ohio river to Gallipolis, and
the trip from that Place to Louisville. Next the voyage down the
Ohio and up the Cumberland to Nashville. Then came the voyage
down from East Ternessce on veteran furlough; and last, the long
voyage down the Mississippi to New Orleans and from there to
Texas. None of these were pleasure trips, or productive of enjoy-
ment 'i'n'any way. The most uncomfortable railroad travel, per-
haps, was the short ride from Chattanooga to Athens, on the Hood
campaign to Nashville. '

There were several bright spots in the commissary line, hy
unusual supplies 'fro;n the country. The most notable of these was
the camp near Reynolds Station while rebuilding the railroad just
before Bragg's Kentucky campaign. The Confederate colonel’s
plantation afforded more luxuries than were found in any other
place. The East Tennessee march, though a hard one in many
ways, brought some good feeding from the country. The long
Atlanta campaign yielded little in this way. Of actual and pro-
longed hunger, the only experience was at Chattanooga after the
Chickamauga battle. The thirst on the second day of that battle
was worse than any hunger. There was some of this, nat so
severe, in the Kentucky campaign,

The dead of the Forty-first lie in graves that stretch from Ohio
to Texas. The places where the greater numbers are buried are:
Shiloh, 40; M urfreesboro, 36; Chattanooga, 87: Nashville, 36. Four
are buried in the Andersonville prison grounds. Those given above
are mainly men killed in action or died of wounds. Many were
buried at Louisville and other points, from hospitals. Thirty-seven
who were killed in action at Pickett’s Mills, or died of wounds re-
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ceived there, have been removed to cemeteries in other places; and
some killed in the minor actions of the Atlanta campaign are scat-
tered along the route, A total of 178 men were killed in action or
died of wounds. The killed and wounded at Shiloh were 38 per
cent. of the men engaged; at Stonc River, 27 per cent.; and at Pick-
ett’s Mills, over 40 per cent. At the latter battle, one company (H)
ldst over 90 per cent. of its men, and another company (K} over 81
per cent, ‘

Beyond comparison, the Atlanta campaign was the severest the
regiment was engaged in.  This was not alone because of long
continuance, but also because of the unintermitted close contact
witlt _i]w. enemy from Dallas nearly to Atlanta.  The effect of this
service was to reduce the number present for duty from 331 at the
opening of the campaign, to 99 when it ended—about four months,
Perhaps the most severe shorter marches were that of one day on
the return to Chattanooga after the Atlanta campaign, when thirty
niiles were.covered; the expedition after cavalry below Pulaski in
the winter of the Nashville campaign: and one hot day’s march in
Texas.  [n the Kentucky campaign after Bragg, there were several

night movements, always a severe strain on the men.

Most of the men who came home for muster out were left with
more or less disability, often latent and to be developed in after
vears. There is a notion that armv service toughens men and does -
not wear thern out. Whatever foundation there may be for this
notion, nothing of the kind was evident in the experience of the _
Forty-first.  The severe demands of the service left almost all of -
the men permanently weakened, as perhaps all long-continued ex-

resses must do.

In its quartermaster and commissary service, the Forty-first
was always fortunate. Therc were at all times competent and ener-
getic officers in thase departments, and more than once it happened
that the regiment was supplicd when others were in more or less
want, Of course, such lack as that at Chattanooga during the
sirgze by Bragg. was not in any way connected with the efficiency of
the quartermaster and commissary staff; but there were times when



