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CHAPTER XI1V.

. MOVE ON MURFREESBORO, OR ETONE®B RIVER CAMPAIGN—FIRET DAY'S
BATTLE—PREPARING TO RENEW TH£ CONFLICT-BATTLE ON THE -
LEFT—ROUT OF BRECKENRIDGQE—BRAGG THWARTED BY HIS .
BUBORDINATES—RETREAT OF THE ENEMY—OCCUPATION
LT Of MURFREESBORU_BURIAL OF THE DEAD— ‘
: ' REVIEW OF THE BATTLE—REPORT OF I
) ~ . COLONEL NEIBLING.

’

patlons 5 of v1cbdi'§r :
-~ The left wing marched by the Murfreesboro pike, the right wmg
:__by Nolensville, Knob's Gap and Triune, and the center to threaten
" Hardee, and thence to Nolensville, where it would be in position 1o
« .- support either wing in case of attack. - .
' The regiment marched to the sound of cannon nearly all day,

~ "and reached Nolensville, from which the enemy had been driven,’
->~" . about dark, and bivouacked for the night. The roads were very bad,
‘g0 that our train did mot arrive until late at night, and the next
mormug “before starting, everything was thrown out of the wagons
v not absolutely: necessary to be carried along, and much of value to
'“thb"i)'ﬂicers “was Jeft, which was never recovered by them.

"% On) account of & heavy fog the next morning, the division start-
“ed late with the 21st in advance. Hardee baving fallen back from
-'T'riune, we marched from Nolensville across to Stewartsboro, on the
~ - Murfreesboro pike, with therebel skirmishers in our front most of .
"the way, stubbornly resisting our progress. Being unacquaintad
with the country, General Negley pressed a citizen into tbe service
as guide; his life depended on his piloting us safely across. .We
bivouacked near Stewartsboro, where we remained the 28th, it being




Suntlay, .and General Roﬂécrans..being:'aéerééu to fighting on the
Sabbath ; ‘yet there was skirmishing: thronghont the day.- On the
.?ch _'ggggnowved fdpwar'd_. to Overall's 'Creek,' driving the enemy's
_@,_;gl_sjggr_kjﬂgrg we’ were in plain sight of the enemy’s works
nesr the Murfreesboro pike. On an eminence was a strong carthwork,
gljd_f_fg?_n; this, rifle pits extended each way, covering the entire front,
- of stheir army. - -The_30th_was spent skirmisbing, cutting roads
: throngl; the-cedars, and getting the army in position before the
enemy, and at night we lay on our arms in line of battle. THarly on
the morning- of the 31st the battlo opened, by the enemy making a
furious attack on the right of General McCook's command. We
were not long in determining by the receding sound of musketry
that the-right was being driven. The rebels had been ordered u;
:gtta,(:__!g_, _chg;menci_ng op_their left, by divisions, successively to their
nﬁ General Sheridan on the right of General Negley, disposed
higzdivision 1o meet the sltered conditions made by the right being

‘swung back, aid When sttacked repulsed the ‘ememy, who returned -

,to__t;l;gf_s?a‘.gll_ilﬁ)?}:_he_cigg@nucd to hold them st bay until the enemy
.- bad.pasged his right, and his ammunition was xhsusted, when he

. was obliged to fall back.

.- Withers massed his division by brigades, 2nd moved to the
-attack of General Negley's division, about the time Sheridan’s meu
. became engaged. ‘A cora field was in front of the 21st ., and as
- soon-as- the rebels came in range, the infantry opened 2 deadly fire
on—-them.”  More persisterit courage on the one hand, or greater
. coolness on the gther, could hardly be displayed. OpeninLgé through
-rt.l_l_e?iirﬂ_serried_ ranks were several times made by canister shot, still
= fﬁ@y;gatpg;bqldly,on;_;'_Men fell at every step,-and stil! they - pr;ssed

~forward. T T - R

i { Epjii_(lzou want to see that man colme”out of that saddle ™

T Z—_"Yes"—and thie horse was Withoit a rider. - -

) "‘_;‘vaah;}:[_'had a dead one on him” «He'll never kill any more
- Yanks.” ' “This gun never deceives me.” I know right where she
cdrriea.” .. Buch are some of the expressions made by the men of the

21st during the beat of battle. .

‘When the enemy was only about thirty yarde distant, the order
~was given to “fix bayonets;” but about this time they broke and
fled, followed by a volley as a parting salute. It was said the

- bagf_clnets_ was used on some parts of the line, but not on the left of
the regiment. Our front clear, we had & chance to view the ghastly
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" sight. A deserter and a rebel major captured later, are my authority
for saying, seven hundred and forty lay dead on the field before us. -

© " Shortly after the repulse, Lieutenant Colonel Neibling came along

the regiment and eaid, “My G—d boys! we gave ‘em H-—1l; .di,d'_n't;w -

- we?" The enemy baving passed us on both flanks he -called out,

«Rall back, we are surrounded!” How we got back through the

cedars I can never tell, except that we wallced—we didn’t run. ' The
rebels were behind us and on'either flank. Many of the men-of the _

. 218t were fighting, and several were killed on the retreat. In falling

‘back the men of the Regiment became badly scattered, and mixed
with other commands, but & portion of them was collected, who pro-

* cured ammupition and took position in support of the Board of

Trade Battery, near the pike, which was being worked with telling

- effect on the advancing rebels. Again and again rebel officers tried

"{o- get their men to charge thia battery, but were unable to get them
‘to advance beyond the woods, about one hundred yards distant. '

~  Night closed the conflict, the right having been driven back &
* mile and a balf, and the right and center occ ying a position along
the pike, at a right angle to its position ia the morning. _ -

Soon after dark a small fire was built, and geveral of the men of
the 21st had gathered about it, trying to get a little warmth.

General Rosecrans came mp and said, “You are my men and I
don’t like to have any of you hurt. Where the enemy see 2 fire like
this, they know twenty-five or thirty men are gathered about it, and
are sure to shoot at it. I advise you to put it out.” Scarcely was
he done speaking, when sure enough a line ghot came just high
enough to miss the heads of the party, and a shell exploaded just

About eleven o’clock we were permitted 1o go back out of range

. of the enemy’s guns, build fires, and get supper, of which we were

gorely in need; & hasty and acantly breakfast being the only suste-
pance we had had that day. ‘ .

. The regiment with its brigade then took position in support of

Geperal Haskell. Early the next morning we were ordered to the -

support of General McCook's right. About noon, of January.Z, a
part of a ration of flour was igsued to the men, with the admonition
to prepare -and eat it as soon as possible. Some made paste, sweet-
ened and drank it, others made dough, and in every conceivable way
without utensils, tried to bake it. Some ate the dough partly baked;:
and when the order “fall in” was given, some snatched theirs from



Ono YOLUNTEER INFANTRY. 75

the fire and others went away dinnerless, leaving theirs bel ind
uobaked. The regiment, with the rest of Negley's division, ¥ - ut
on the “double-quick' about a mile and & half, filled their cant .-z,
_and:laid down on the right bank of Stone's River, to awail ..o

séanlt of the enemy,  ¥+< LT e :

CiiZ=ZAL precisely four o'clock, the gun at Bragg's headquarters - us
" ‘fired as tho ‘signal ‘to attack: . Immediately the enemy’s batt: 8
~along:their wholé front opened fire on the Union line, and Brec .u-

) m@t of the left wing. —~ -

~had been placed in a-commanding position in anticipation c¢; le
* attack, opened on the advaucing foe. Nothing daunted by this, * -7
‘swept on. - ' o
. Van Cleves division which had been stationed over the ri- =r,
terrified at the onslaught of the rebels, delivered their fire, .nd
retreated in haste, and great disorder. Men and horses & comw:: z-
led_mob;- horses with_riders and horses without—men with ; =
L_‘ffiﬁ%éniﬁithout;aﬂ making haste to-escape, the ememy purs
**Yigiorotsly snd pouring & destructive fire into the retroating 1 -
MMy F—d1"iid Colonel Neibling, “it was the most heartren: .
_-gight I ever -8aw.” . General Negley and Colonel’Miller were :
= sndeavoring 1o instill Calm coutage into the men.” Colonel Nei:
“instructing the regiment to measure out the sulphurous regic:
“-the rebels “by the acre,” and Colonel Moody urging the Tith { .,
* pot to be out done by the 21st. 7 :
= Much of this, if not most of it, was altogether unnecessary.
© - %= The men who_bad so completely rouled the enemy on the :%
-~ ==—of.Décember, had full confidence in their ability to overcome - ..
__on the 2d of Jabnary.
... < The rebels elated with their supposed victory, reached the :
.- =pf=the river, 10 be met with = destructive volley, and charge :

"= iREIro0ps i Teserve, whén they recoiled, bat ‘made a stui
z——resistance to the advance of the 2d division. After being drive:
ile, they retreated precipitately to their entrenchments, -

ipated, was a part of the fruit of the victory. Being relioved, w. i
‘back over the river, and took position in support of the arti: -,
‘which had done such excellent service during the battle, .. i
ended the fighting of the 21st Ohio at Btone's River. ‘

ge with- 7,000 -menand two batteries, moved forward.to .9 -

- When they came in range, ﬁ('t,y-eigbt pieces of artillery, w ich -

‘battery of four guns, in the capture of which the 21st pr .- -

- retreat. You have but three divisions that are at all reiiable, and

) .mands. ) Sueb is our opinion, and we deem it a solemn duty to: ==
-express it to you. We do fear great disaster from the condition of .= 3

T ZE2#At 3 2. m. Lieutenant General Hardes made an bndorsement’, e

town of Murfreesboro,

g .VT;QJJ_Q&men were called upon to endure, than by quoting from the report.-.
- of General Negly: _ “Without a murmer they made forced marches
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_-..Bragg had ordered a renewal of the conflict for the 3d of Jan-
“narjj,'but at 12:16 in the morning of that day, Cheatham and Withers
-_(Mngoi' Generals and commanders of divisions,) . dispatched the - -

.‘;:-fg_lzlf)w:ng nole to him: . “General, we-deem it our duty Lo you, to say i:-
Arankly, that in our judgment this army should be pl-o}nptl‘); put in '

] {ux_r..en some of these are more or less demoralized, from having some::
“brigade commanders who do not possess the confidence of their ¢om-

things now existing, and think it should be averted if possible.”

", This was forwarded through Corps hendquarters, and at 1:30 &, ..
m. received Polk's endorsement, thus: “I am compellad to add thni.;
after seeing the effect of the operations of to-day, added to that, pro-
- duced upon the troops by the battle of the 3ist, I very greatly fear
the ‘consequences of another engagement at this place in the ensuing
day.” We could now get off with some credit, if the affair is well .
.managed.” : oL s
;At 22 m. this was presented to General Bragg. His endorse-.
ent was, “The position will be maintained at all hazards.”

which he 8aid: “I think the decision of the Gengral (Bragg) unwise
and am compelled to udd, in a high degree.”” =
-_--=;-.~_'Y1e1dmg' to the opinion of his subordinates, Bragg consented to -
a retreat of his army, and began the movement at noon of the 3d. o
A Ppiece _of woods known as the Round Forrest, on the north
bank of the river, was still occupied by a strong force of the enemy,
- » '
and at six o'clock p. m. of the 3d, General Spears with the 1st = .-
Tennessee brigade attacked them. ' ) -

‘ After two hours fighting in the darkness, the enemy retreated.
This closed the fighting at Stone’s River.

Jn the morning of the 5th we moved forward and occupied the - .

etter idea of the campaign just closed, and wha;a

1 can give nob

{%@- almost impassable roads, through drenching winter rains, -
“Wltbout & change of clothing or blankets, deprived of sleep or T
repose, constantly on duty for eleven days, living three days on'a - =

“pint of flour and parched corn. . Bver. vigilent, slways ready, -
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_ugacrificing their lives with a contempt of peril, digplaying the

i “gooloess, determination and " high ,discipline of -velerans, they -~
- “are entitled to our country's gratitnde.” o

i T

K Report of Colouel J. Mljelblmg o . o !

B

e -
. .
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1 reipectiully submit to-you the following report of
egiment in the battle of Stone's River.

-+ . =-After o march occupying three days, dﬁring which Ski}mishing. Wi:;l: -
the enemy was fierce and continuous, by your ordel: 1 bl.\:ounckefi my l‘eglfllie
:*- upon the field on the evening of December 29th uitimo,in ita brigade position.

;.. position with reserve corps on the right center. son il : mm,g { Docern
icket fighting occupied the day, and on the mo: of Decem-
ber 81 f?:lrgml;, the elfemygmnde his appearance on the center and right jn_lg. E
. . ‘The battle waged with uninterrupted fury, and we lay upofn the fne;: :
- duting the night. I cannot picture to you the gallanf. .Fonduct ;) n;); e
»: “during the fight of the 31st.ultimo. ' Officers and men um\_r?:jmlly ‘oTt!“gT oL
¢Epéfation and bravery. = imon o TEL L TElL T T
GE!I-U 1, the enemy refused to show himself in force o;aghg cante{,y y
and at night we again slept on the field. January 2 indicated ﬁg R
IAL 3 p. m, by your orders, my regiment. . pogition to suppo'rl;
General Van Cleve'd division, on the left. '_At.about p- . tl_:e_ enemyrl.n‘.
“t “forcé showed his front, in pursuit of our retreating troops. - . ‘
e Lying down in line, we watched the approach of the enemy, ex}ﬂtu;i .
... over his fancied success, A charge was orc}ered, z}nd althoug}; my regu‘nde b
Y gy much impeded by the disorganized fight o_{ infantry, art.lller,y ;ni ri erd
Jess. horses, my . regiment reachbed the opposite bank of Stone's River an

-“"We 'succeeded in driving him beyond his line of artillery, whi_cl; he le}fot 01;

~ -~ -the field as trophies. The enemy was completely rout:ed, ‘and n:g:ﬂ. close:
"F T pursuit, leaving us in possession of a battle field, two mllf}S in exten _

> I could mention many instances of individual herom{n. -C:apt.am (lia.t»on,
‘of .Cofnpany H, gillantly_bore the colors across .the river in {;he clarge. .
'.daj)th.in's Mc¢Mahan, Canfield and Alban, were conspicuous in the struggle.
R Lieutenant, Wiley, of Company C, commanding Compa.nﬂr- -A, rfale'll _
=mprtally. wounded, Lieutenants 'Knaggs, Allen and Bumpus, fell zeverely__

cx = A3n.o

o I.'.i;utaena.lnt Colonel Stougi:tou and M_ajOT Walker deaervall P th for
" their efficient and-prompt action duripg the fight. Indeed all wed w1 Sos ch‘ 1
other in thre performance of their several duties, - : SR

- Near Murfreesboro, Tenn., Jan. 10,1868, .. : R

- ., LT P L T Ty
A - -

tho astion ofmy 7~

" * "On the morning of December 30th ultimc, my regiment was throwninto =~ - -~
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1 herewith append a list of the killed, wounded and mieeing, for whom -
smid our cheera of victory, let ue not forget to dro :

engaged the enemy.  The struggle which ensued was desperaie and bloodys 7

P & soldier's tear, R R
_ Very respectfully, .. . - L A
. JAMES M NIEBUNG, .. - -
S TR S 577 - Col. Com. Twenty-First Regi , 0. V. 1.
.7 .. Coronz, JOHN F. MILLER, = = - we : i o
. <7 .Com, Sevenih Br:ga_dc Eighth Division, Fourteenth Army Corps.

‘] Y

Se e o= . Killed Wounded. Missing.  Total L

- _The Regiment lost in this battle = 924 " 109 2 169 =+

. 'The 3rd-Brigade lost in this battie ~ = 80 4n 97 | e48

.+ The 2nd Division Jost in this battle 161 835 198 Lipg -n

... 'Th& Army of the Cuwberland .- . . ce
T "~ lostinthisbatlle' . . 373 7,802 3,875 13,249

* General Rosecrans says there weres engaged in the battle . . . 43,400
Bragg states the strength of his army .. L3712
We captured prisoners from the following organizations : L
. 132 regiments, estimated at 360 men each, . , .-
.- 12 battalions of sharp-shooters, 100 men each; . .. . . . .« 1,200
=20 -regiments of cavalryZpstimated #¢400 men each,. . . 11,6007
‘24 other. organizations of cavalry. L= (R R 1,680 *
- 23atleries, estimated at 80 men each,. ., . . _)) e+ ... 1840 7
s~ -~ Total estimated strength of Bragg's army S, . . . . 62,620 7
©7 7 Mooday atd Tuesday,
bringing in the helplessty
the preceding _Wednesda'y.

L I e

detdils were busy burying the dead, and
wounded, who had lain on {he field since
- Most of these with the dead, had been
stripped of their clothing, and lett to perish in the inclemency of the °

weather. - The less severely wounded had been removed from the
" field, to be held as prisovers of war. -This campaign of eleven days
#n mid-winter, had severely taxed the endurance of the men, who

left camp in light marching order, with a single blanket, exposed to
frequent cold rains by day and night, bivoucking on cold, damp or
.- wet ground, much of the time’ without fires, all the time short of

““rations, in consequence-of-- the--destruction of trains at Lavergne,

- owithout change of clothing, - mamhing;‘ watching and fighting, all -
- ~-without & murmur or word -of comr plaint. =2 : T
R ;:Nor was the regiment -allowed a séason of rest and relaxation,

immediately after this period of intense activity. Camp and gavri-
- son equipage and rations must be - brought forward and,
- collected ; the aciivity of the

forage .
onemy made strong escorts ‘Decessary,
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-and in these arduous labors, tramping through rain and mud, loading
and guarding trains, the 21st did it full share. . _ :
v The army was posted in front of Murfreeshoro, -the right wing

¢ 'H‘gra'x’t_qndi_q'g*ﬁjo_lnswno’s River to the Shelbyville Dike, the center
. - covering the Woodbury, Bradyville and Manchestar. pikes, and the °
Sz wleft: wing across the Liberty and Lebanon pikes, its left on Btope's
E* . river, They were now styled the 20th, 14th &nd ‘2lst Corps, and
=, .. Generals MeCook, Thomes and 'Crit,te‘nden rotained’in command.
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