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ground occupied by the Eighth Division, and erdered my brigade for-
ward across Stone’s River to stay the advancing forces. This was done
with a will, the Nineteenth Illinois leading, accompanied by the Seventh
Brigade. They met the enemy with cheers, and with such determina-
tion that very soon the enemy gave way, followed closely by us, and
were driven from every position up the hill through the woods, and
through an open field to woods beyond.

In this gallant charge my brigade charged a battery and took three
brass pieces. We occupied the field, and soon re-enforcements came to
our relief, butit was nearly dark, and I did not deem it prudent to advance
farther without orders, as there was a battery in the woods beyond,
which took effect upon us at short range. I here rallied my men and
formed a little in rear of the crest of the hill. It was now about dark,
and upon your order I withdrew my command to our former position.

In this engagement, as also in the one of December 31, the Seyenth
Brigade acted in concert with my own, and sometimes the two, to some
extent, were intermingled, but fought together without confusion, and
thus the troops from Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michi-
gan stood side by side, each vying with the other in the conflict.

With the exception of Colonel Cassilly, I know of no conduct worthy
of censure, but much to commend. They acted with that bravery ex-
pected of well-disciplined troops fighting in a just cause. They stood
manfully and bravely the appalling fire of a much larger force, and in
the last engagement met and repulsed the enemy in superior force,
elated with a supposed victory. The officers and men, almost without
exception, behaved with the most determined bravery.

Colonel Stoughton, of the Eleventh Michigan, was in the thickest of
the fight, encouraging his men, and throughout both engagements acted
with the most distinguished gallantry. Good judgment was also dis-
played by him in rallying his own men and others of my brigade at the
crest of the hill in the last engagement, during my temporary absence
on another part of the field. Colonel Scott, of the Nineteenth Illinois,
was also where danger was most imminent, and by his coolness and
bravery aided his regiment in their gallant defense the first day, and
charge, the second. He was seriously wounded in the second engage-
ment, and carried off the field cheering and encouraging his men.

Lieutenant-Colonel Given, of the Eighteenth Ohio, was also at his
post, and the thinned ranks of that regiment show how well they ex-
posed themselves to the missiles of the enemy. He was cool, brave, and
judicious.

Those officers, by their coolness and bravery, as well as good judg-
ment and promptness of action, aided me in all my orders, and thus, by
combined action and cool bravery, the brigade sustained the most de-
termined shocks and repulsed the enemy at all points.

It would be invidious in me more particularly to specify individual
cases of bravery. Where all do well it is hard to particularize.

1t is but just, however, to speak in commendation of Captain Brig-
ham, of the Sixty-ninth Ohio. Under his leadership a part of the regi-
ment was in front of the battle in the last engagement, and behaved
most gallantly. The regiment is a good one, and only needed a leader
the first day to have taken a more active part in that engagement.

The members of my staff, Lieutenants Bishop, Temple, Platt, Sweeny,
Rarick, and Cunningham, all were prompt and efficient in carrying my
orders and aiding me, no matter what the danger. The same may also
be said of my orderlies and clerks, Coffin, Mercer, and Adams, and Agnew
and Riley, who were prompt and efficient.

I deem it but an act of simple justice to say of our division commander .
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that in all he was cool, prudent, and determined. I
: . In the fi -
ment, when we were surrounded on all sides by the enemy (thzsgizi%z%%
left having re”tlrcd far to our rear), he said to me, “ We must cut our
way tllro_u_gh, and gallantly led the division for that purpose; but the
(fmlegl') wisely opened a way for us, and only closed upon us at a respect-
dl; A égtﬁ?sczé X eIfi lw:)a have acquitted ourselves with honor, much of it is
wesall Ji pareful raining, his cool self-possession, and the confidence

urgeons Bogue, Johnson, and Elliott, and their assistant
o . . . . . ; 8

%’il’th? aid in their power in alleviating ’the sufferings of the ,;gﬁg?lx;eél
is c,almed by some of my men that the Nineteenth Illinois took the;
,esnemys colors on the second day. The same is also claimed by the
be_venth Brigade. Suffice it to say that the colors were taken, the two
b ;‘;ggaﬁ;a:na;(;;}nlg in c?(rlxcerg.‘ %lnd while I desire for my brigade all credit
would not in t ! ; i '
s L ul in the least detract from the other, which was

Inth 4
m]g wo?lst?d:% g'agements many of my valuable officers and men were killed
ur thinned ranks show how well they f:

; y faced the enemy. Th
ﬁn(giagement was against the enemy’s best troops in superior Sfrorce. e’l‘%]ag
la never before been beaten, but now they were driven in confusion
eaving hugdreds of their dead and dying on the field. :

(/('izptam Schultz, with his battery, rendered meefficientservice, and was
1(‘;96; y and guthusmsmq in executing my orders. He did his d’uty well
n th]g first day one of his pieces became entangled in the woods and
waisaa a:}rlll(zio:tl‘,;i.t ;\{’g more than compensated this loss the second day.
detai%:i report;s.} of the casualties, and propose hereafter to make a more
Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
T. R. STANLEY,

Oapt. 3 s A. LOWRIE, Colonel, Commanding.

Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Ohief of Staff, Bighth Division.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-NINTH BRIGAD!
Oamp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10,"1803.

Went into action. Lost in aotion.

Killed. |Wounded.| Mi’f" Horses. | Gums.
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Respeotfully submitted. ‘ |
[T. R. STANLEY,

M. D, TEMPLE & L 4 ’

i)
Lisutenant and Aoting Assistant Adjutant:General.

*But see revised statement, p. 211,
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE,
SEcOND D1visioN, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Murfreesborough, March —, 1863.

His Excellency Governor BLAIR, Michigan :

S.B: I deem it but an act of simple justice to an efficient and brave
officer to say to you, as the Governor of the State from which he comes,
what I have said in my official report of Col. William L. Stoughton,
commanding the Eleventh Michigan, a part of my brigade. In the late
battles of Stone’s River, General Negley’s division, of which my brigade
was the right, on Wednesday, the 31st December, and Friday, the 2d
January, was placed in prominent and important positions, and nobly
and heroically acted its part.

On Tuesday, the 30th, we had some severe skirmishing, first by the
Nineteenth Illinois and Righteenth Ohio, the last relieved by the Elev-
enth.Michigan. Each regiment had men killed and wounded on that
day, and well sustained its position. Tuesday night the Eleventh
was detailed by me for most arduous and important duty—the care of
the extreme front in face of the enemy. I gave the matter wholly into
the hands of Colonel Stoughton, and during all that cold, bitter night
he watched, and, with his regiment, without fires, kept the front, and
were not nor could they have been surprised. In the morning they
were relieved, but only to be soon called again into more terrible con-
flicts. In that terrible carnage—death, bull-dog fighting—my brigade
bore a conspicuous part, being uncovered on our right by our associates
being driven to the rear, and falling back only when flanked—in fact
surrounded—in that falling back, in good order, fighting every step of
the way, repulsing the enemy at every available point. In all these the
Eleventh was in the right place in the midst of danger, never for a
moment flinching. Colonel Stoughton was in his place, handling his
men with ease and to the purpose. After we had formed a new line at
the rear, one of my regiments was called upon by a major-general from
another command to make a desperate charge upon the enemy in the

woods, and, seeing them in close quarters, I called to the Eleventh to
follow me to their rescue, which they did most gallantly, led by their
gallant commander, and fought until called off by myself. From that
time until Friday we were ready, as.at all times, for the foe, but it was
not until Friday evening that we had an opportunity to show our teeth.
Then our extreme left was being driven before the enemy; a whole di-
vision (three brigades) was falling back in disorder, followed by a supe-
rior force. Our gallant commander, General Rosecrans, saw it in person,
and rode to me, ordering me forward with my brigade, which was re-
sponded to with cheers and immediate action. Colonel Stoughton, with
his regiment, took the extreme right, charging and driving the foe in
terrible confusion, and exactly at the right point, halting and rallying
his own men and others in his vicinity, thus forming a new line at the
right time and in the right place. I was at this moment in another part of
the field, but quickly there, and found him holding his position, having
routed the enemy out of his sight. This was a most gallant exploit, and
reflects the highest credit on Colonel Stoughton and his command. I

bespeak for him your influence at Washington to make him a brigadier-
general, a position to which he is entitled, and which he would fill with
credit to himself and the country. In addition to his gallantry and
judicious management, his heart is in his country’s cause.

This is written wholly without any suggestion from Colonel Stough.

ton or any oue for him, but on my own sense of justice to a deserving
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officer. For the last two months Colonel Stoughton has been provost-
mglehal of Murfreesborough, a difficult task, but has done his duty
w
Very respectfully, Your Excellency’s obedient se vant,
T. R. STANLEY,

Colonel Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Commanding.

1 No. 84.
Report of Lieut. Qol. Alexander W. Raffen, Nineteenth Illinois Infantry.

HpQrs. NINETEENTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS,
Oamp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, 1863,

SIR : I would respectfully submit to you my report of the part taken
by the Nineteenth Regiment Illinois Infantry in the late engagements
before Murfreesborough.

On Tuesday morning, December 30, the regiment, under the command
of its colonel, Joseph R. Scott, was, by your orders, deployed as skirmish-
ers, to take possession of and hold certain buildings on the Nolensville
pike. On the north side of said pike, on our front and right, opposite
the above buildings, was a brick-yard, in which we found the enemy in
strong numbers. We succeeded, after a short struggle, in driving in
their line of skirmishers, which had been thrown out, taking possession
of the designated places. We held the position thus gained until re-
lieved, about 12 m., by the Forty-second Illinois on our right and the
Eighteenth Ohio on our left. We then retired, and were held as a
reserve, remaining in that position until next morning, the 31st.

At about 9 a. m. of the 31st we became engaged with a large force of
the enemy. By your orders we changed our position, for the purpose
of protecting and preventing, if possible, our right wing from being
turned, which after some two hours’ hard fighting, the enemy succeeded
in doing. ‘We retired, falling back in line of battle to the cedar forest,
where we halted, but were ordered to fall back still farther. We again
made a stand some 50 yards from the edge of the forest, engaging the
enemy g,lone. ‘We held our position, perhaps, half an hour, but our colo-
nel, seeing that we were in danger of being outflanked, ordered a retreat,
which was done in good order, falling back to the railroad. By your
orders we changed our position several times during the day, but we
were not engaged in action.

On Thursday, January 1,1863, we changed our position several times,
buat did not become engaged with the enemy.

On the 2d, about 3.30 p. m., the enemy suddenly attacked our left
with great fury, and after some severe fighting the left gave way. We
were then ordered forward to their support. Charging upon the enemy
we drove them back. Crossing Stone’s River, we forced them beyond
%1:13(111' batteries, capturing four of their guns, remaining masters of the

Early in the engagement our colonel, while gallantly leading his men,
fell, severely, but not dangerously, wounded, the command then devolv-
ing upon me ; and I here take great pleasure in testifying to the bravery
and good conduct of both officers and men in my command. But where
‘all did their duty so nobly, it would be unjust to discr minate.
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Inclosed please find list of casualties in my command.*
Trusting the above may prove satisfactory, I am, very respectfully,

your obedient servant,
ALEX. W. RAFFEN,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdy. Nineteenth Illinois Infamtry.

Col. T, R. STANLEY,
Oommanding Twenty-ninth Brigade.

No. 8b.
Report of Col. William L. Stoughton, Eleventh Michigan Infantry.

HpQRS. ELEVENTH MICHIGAN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
In the Field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 4, 1863.

SIR: Agreeably to orders, I submit the following report of the part
taken by the Eleventh Regiment Michigan Infantry in the recent en-
gagement :

On the morping of December 31, heavy firing was heard to our right
and front, and apparently rapidly approaching the position occupied
by the Twenty-ninth Brigade. My regiment was immediately formed
and marched to the brow of the hill, near brigade headquarters. The
skirmishing soon after indicated the approach of the cuemy to the right
of this position, and, under orders from Colonel Stanley, and at the re-
quest of General Rousseau, the regiment was formed in line of battle
under cover of a ledge of rocks, about 100 yards in this direction. The
skirmishing continued with much spirit for about half an hour, when a
heavy roar of musketry and artillery indicated that the principal attack
of the enemy was being made immediately to our left and rear. Iim-
mediately gave orders to change front to the rear on the first company,
which was promptly executed under a heavy fire, and the regiment ad-
vanced to the brow of the hill, from which Schultz’s battery had first
been drawn, under a galling fire, and poured a well-directed fire into
the advancing columns of the enemy, and continued to load and fire
with great coolness and bravery until the orders came to fall back.
The fire of the enemy was apparently concentrated upon this point, and
was terrific. The slaughter was great, and men and officers fell on
cvery side. The regiment fell back about 100 yards, and was again
formed and poured a fire into the enemy as he raised the brow of the
hill, and then retired to the cover of the cedars in our rear. Here some
confusion was at first manifested. A large number of regiments had
fallen back here for protection, and the enemy’s artillery and infantry
opened upon us from all sides, except to our left, toward the Murfrees-
borough pike. Order was, however, promptly restored by our division
and brigade commanders, and then my regiment, with the others, moved
back in good order, keeping up a steady fire on the cnemy. ‘When near
the cleared field, to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, the regiment
was rallied and held the ground for twenty or thirty minutes, checking
the advance of the enemy. It was then marched about half-way across
the open field to the pike, when orders came to charge back into the
cedars. My regiment promptly obeyed my orders, rallied on their
colors, and charged back into the woods with great gallantry, checking
the enemy by their sudden and impetuous charge. After delivering

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 211.
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our fire, orders came from the brigade commander to retive, and the
regiment fell back, in good order, to the left of the Murfreesborough
pike. Here closed the active operations of the day.

On the 2d of January the regiment was again called into action. In
the afternoon of that day we were posted in an open field in the rear of
— battery, on the left wing of the army, and about 100 yards to

the right of Wilson’s Creek. Between 3 and 4 o’clock the enemy made
a heavy attack with artillery and infantry on our front. My command
was kept lying on the ground, protected by a slight hill, for about thirty
minutes. At the expiration of this time the enemy had driven back our
forces on the opposite side of the creek, and one regiment crossed in
great disorder, many without arms, and rushed through our ranks. As
soon as the enemy came within range across the creek, my regiment,
with the others of this brigade, rose up and gave him a destructive fire,
and immediately charged over the creek, the enemy falling back under
cover of the woods. In crossing the creek, my line of battle was neces-
sarily broken, and I led them forward to a fence on a rise of ground and
formed them in line, when they immediately opened an effective fire on
the enemy, who, in a short time, retreated through the woods. The
regiment promptly advanced to the edge of the woods and delivered a
rapid fire on him, as he retreated across the open field.

. The Eleventh was among the first who crossed the creek and assisted
in capturing four pieces of artillery abandoned by the enemy in their
flight. At this time my ammunition was nearly exhausted, and I, with
the other regiments in the advance, formed a line of battle, and held
our position until recalled across the creek.

I cannot speak too highlyof the bravery of the troops under my com-
mand. They fought with the coolness of veterans, and obeyed com-
ma.r}ds under the.hot»test fire with the precision of the parade ground.
_ Lieutenants Wilson and Flynn were killed while gallantly discharg-
ing their duties as company commanders. Major Smith and ILieuten-
ants Hall, Briggs, and Howard were wounded, the two former severely,
and are prisoners of war.

The officers of my command, without exception, behaved with great
gallantry, coolness, and fortitude. Where all nobly discharged their
duty, it would, perhaps, be unjust to discriminate.

The following are the casualties, as far as known at this time: Killed,
26 ; wounded, 70; and missing, 23; aggregate loss, 118.*

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant
WILLIAM L. STéUGHTON,
Oolonel Eleventh Regiment Michigan Infantry.

M. D. TEMPLE,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 86
Keport of Lieut. Ool. Josiah Given, Kighteenth Ohio Infantry.

HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH RiGT. OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Before Murfreesborough, January 4, 1863.
1 have the honor to report that on December 30 the Eichteenth Ohio
Volunteers, under my command, with Capt. A. Fenton, acting major,

* But see revised statement, p. 211.
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and Lieut. A. W. S. Minear, adjutant, took positicn with the reserve on
the left of the center wing.

At 1p. m., under your orders, I took position in the woods to the west
of the Wilson pike, joining with the left of the right wing. At the
instance of the commander of the left flank regiment of the right wing,
I relieved three of his companies, then deployed as skirmishers and en-
gaging the enemy. My skirmishers soon started the enemy, and would
have cleared the woods but for an order received from the right not to
advance our part of the line; whereupon I fell back to the first position,
preserving an alignment with my right. At 5 p. m. I was relieved by
the Eleventh Michigan, and I moved to the rear, where I remained all
night.

%)n the morning of the 31st I again took position with the reserve, but
was soon ordered forward to support the battery. At — a.m. T was
ordered to take position in rear of the position and fronting to the rear,
it having been discovered that the enemy had turned our right. No
enemy appearing at that point, I was ordered to take position again on
the hill to support the battery. I found the batterymen much endan-
gered by the enemy’s skirmishers to the right. T deployed a company
and soon removed them.

T was then ordered to take position in the woods on the left, the enemy
having madehis appearance in that direction. When moving to that po-
sition, a very considerable consternation was observed among our forces,
many of the regiments roving to the rear. Observing that a regiment
still held the position, I moved rapidly {oits rear; that regiment,was lying
down, so that my men were enabled to remain in their rear and engage
in the firing. This position was rendered necessary, other regiments
having moved into the only available position on the right and left.
By the combined efforts of the forces there, the enemy was driven from
the woods, but very soon a piece of artillery was brought into position
against us. I hastened to where our battery was, to ask that it might
be brought to bear against the enemy’s piece that was then doing fear-
ful havoc among our ranks. I learned that for want of ammunition
none of our pieces were available. In the midst of this terrible fire I
received your order to fall back, which I did, my men preserving per-
fect order.

During this engagement Capt. A.Fenton, who was acting major, and
whoseservices proved of inestimable value, fell, wounded, and was placed
on a horse and started to the rear; since that nothing has been heard
of him, and I have reason to fear that he has fallen into the enemy’s
hands. After falling back, as ordered, to the point near the Nashville
pike, I received your order to take a position in line with the Nineteenth
Illinois, and in rear of a line formed, as I understood, by a part of Gen-
eral Rousseaw’s command. We had scarcely taken our position when
the enemy engaged the first line, which, after some minutes, retired,
under a terrible fire from the enemy. Anticipating the movement, I
caused my men to lie down, and cautioned them to hold their fire until
the enemy closed on them. The first line passed over my men, closely
followed by the ememy. My men, observing well the caution I had
given, poured a well-directed fire into the enemy, which checked them;
but soon their second line pressed upon me, when I, with the rest of the
line, fell back.

Immediately on the appearance of the enemy, the Nineteenth Illinois
was moved to another position on his flank, so that no other regiment
remained on. the line with me. I moved to the rear gradually, returning

the enemy’s fire, until I found myself on open ground, when I ordered
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my men to move double-quick to a point covered from the enemy’s fir
where I rallied my men and reformed m i D 3 v
somewhat broken iy£1 the retreat. i TS A (o Wi

Just as I had accomplished this, General Rousseau ordered me tocharge ‘
the woods again, encouraging the men to charge by taking the lead
in person. The men, already breathless from fatigue, approached the
rlose woods, but slowly, yet in perfect order, notwithstanding the enemy
trom the cover of the woods met us with a witheringfire. My men bravely
charged upon the hidden enemy and drove them back into the woods
where they held them at bay for some twenty minutes. Seeing that f
was unsupported, and standing against a much stronger force, and that
some 50 of my command had already fallen, I ordered a retreat, return-
z)[;g to the same place from which I had started under General Rousseau’s

er.

In this engagement Capt. P. E. Taylor fell, mortally woun :
Lieutenant Minear, adjutant, fell sevgrely wo’unded. }i was t%%(lll, ve;}:lol
the balance of the brigade, withdrawn from the field for that day’.

My command was not actually engaged again until the afternoon of
the 2d instant. I took position in rear of the battery in our center
about 4 o’clock, when the enemy appeared to our left. I was ordered by
General Negley to move to the support of the battery on the left, and
to take covering behind the buildings near the position. When T ar-
rived there, I saw the enemy’s columns advancing under cover of the
woods to our left, the head of his column almost to the creek. I imme-
diately deployed my column and moved my line forward to a fence, from
which my men sent a well-directed fire against the enemy. ’

At this point Oapt. J. M. Welch, who was acting major, was carried
from the field, severely wounded ; also Sergt. L. D, Carter, aiding me as
adjutant. Seeing that our fire brought the enemy to a halt, and that
our forces were advancing, I ordered my men forward across the stream
which was promptly under execution when I discovered the enemy mov-
ing on our right in the woods in heavy force, evidently intendLiDg to
attack us on our flank. I immediately ordered a halt, and rallied my
mer who had not already crossed the stream, leaving those who had
crossed, as I supposed, to the command of Captain Welch, of whose
wounds I was not informed. I rallied my men, getting many men from
other regiments, and moved toward the woods on the right. Finding
my ranks very imperfectly formed, I called a halt to allow the men a
moment’s rest, and to prepare my ranks for a charge bayonet. Just as
I halted, a regiment arrived in my rear and passed on. Just then I
received an order from General Palmer to move forward, which I did
taking position on the right ot the other regiment. The line soon pressed’
the enemy back, discovering which I moved my line forward ; but find-
ing that the other regiment did not advance, I caused my bugler to
sound aretreat, so as to align my forces with the other regiment. Just
as the line was moving to the rear, a man on the right called out, * They
are flanking us from the woods on the right.” This caused some of the
men to retreat hastily. I hastened to the open ground, from which I

- saw that the report was false, when I rallied those that had fled, and

returned to the woods again. We continued to reply to the enemy’s
fire until darkness set in, when I withdrew, other forces having arrived

~ to hold the ground.

In this charge Capt. George Stivers, a most valuable officer, fell, mor-
ally wounded. The behavior of all my officers in these various engage-
ments was such as that I may only say every one did all that he could,
r that any one in his position could have done, and as to my men, I can
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raise no one above another. All did well alike, except three or four
gowards, who deserted their posts and went back to Nashville
I hereto append a list of our loss.*

i t.
Your obedient servant, JOSIAH GIVEN,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdy. Bighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

COol. T. R. STANLEY, ) )
Oommanding Twenty-ninth Brigade. -

No. 87.
Report of Lieut. Ool. George F. Elliott, Siwty-ninth Ohio Infantry.

HpQrs. SIXTY-NINTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, 1863.

ly to orders, I submit the following report of the part the

Siﬁ:%fl-‘fl?ggh}]&egiment’ Ohio Volunteers took in the battle of Stone’s
River, omitting all the incidents up to the morning of December 31,
18’(]5.‘%1;3 Sixty-ninth Regiment occupied the left of the Twenty-ninth Bri-
gade, Negley’s division, and was ordered to advance about 6 a. m. across
the Nolensville pike. Did so, and sent out three companies to the front.
Remained in that position one and a half hours. Received an qrder to
fall back to the right of Schultz’s battery, which was executed in good
order, the regiment sustaining a heavy fire from front and flank during
that time. Remained in that position, fighting, until the division was
ordered to retire back as far as the pike. There the regiment was re-
fo%nxfgilg all these moves and fighting we had many killed and wounded.
During this time Colonel Cassilly was wounded through thearm, severely.
Major Hickcox had his horse shot under him, falling on him, and so
severely bruising him as to compel him to leave the field. The com-
mand was then turned over to Captain Putnam, he being the senior
officer present. Was ordered up to the front, and sustained a heavy
fire. Was then ordered to retire by General Negley, in person.

During this day’s fighting I was back at Stewart’s Creek ; left there
with @ detachment of 200 men. Arrived on the battle-field at 5 p. m.

k command. i

an%]:t?t?sdgy was occupied in skirmishing with the enemy on our right.
Nothing of special interest occurred during the day. )

Friday, January 2, was ordered to the left, where we took up a posi-
tion and kept it until 3 p. m. | At this time the division on the left of
Stone’s River was attacked by the enemy, and, after a short fight, fell

back.

harged up to the bank of Stone’s River, and halted a few minutes and
grggicrosg theriver. Then crossed the river and reformed, and charged

hem for half a mile, and assisted to take abattery. The enemy having |
E‘allgil back, we slowiy retired to the woods and took care of our wounded
and dead, which, I am sorry to say, was heavy. (A full list has already
been forwarded to brigade headquarters.) It was now dark, and we

o e e

wers ordered out on picket in front.

*Embodied in revised statement, p. 211.

At this time we were ordered out into a corn-field, and lay down
until the enemy came within 300 yards. We then arose, fired, and
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_Saturday, January 3,nothing of interest occurred. J anuary 4, wus on
} picket. Relieved in the evening. January 5, came on through Mur
1 freesborough, since which time we have been encamped in our present
E camp. -
I am, colonel, your obedient servant,
) , _ G. F. ELLIOTT,
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Comdg. Sizty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Ool. T. R. STANLEY,
Oommanding Second Brigade, Second Division, Oenter,

No. 88.

Reports of Ool. John F. Miller, Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry, command-
ing Third Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH BR16ADE, E1GETH DIVISION,
Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 6, 1863.

SIR:' In compliance with your request, the following report of the
op_:z‘a(t;lons of my command before Murfreesborough is respectfully sub-
mitted:

On the evening of December 29, my command took a position in a
field on the right of the Nashrville pike, in the rear of General Palmer’s
line, and bivouacked for the night.

At daylight on the 30th, by order of General N egley, I took a posi.
tion on the right of General Palmer’s division, on the e(ige of a dense
cedar woods fronting to the south, and deployed skirmishers from the
Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania and Thirty-seventh Indiana in front,
across, and to the left of the Six-mile pike, to act in conjunction with
the skirmishers of Colonel Stanley’s brigade, on my right. A brisk fire
was kept up between the skirmishers and the enemy’s sharpshooters.
in the open fleld to the left and in the woods in front, until the arrival

f General Sheridan’s division on the right, when our skirmishers were
withdrawn for Colonel Roberts’ command.

During the day General McCook’s forces advanced on the right, so
at his left rested on our right flank, when a change of front to the left
7a8 made by Gencral Negley’s division. .

. The enemy had remained quiet on the open field (now almost directly
n my front), in his intrenchments, which were plainly visible, and had
t a battery of four pieces in position at his works all day without

) g.

Marshall’s and Ellsworth’s batteries, attached to my brigade, and
o0sted in a small open field, fired an occasional shot into the works
ithout eliciting reply. My command lost about 20 men, killed and
ounded, during the day.

kirmishers were kept out well to the front during the night, and two
egiments of my command, with the batteries, were posted in the open
n the morning of the 31st, skirmishing was resumed along our line,
heavy firing was heard on the right along General MeCook’s line.
firing on our right gradually increased and neared our position,
il a continuous roar of artillery and musketry was heard directly in
1] r&a;r,tand the advancing columns of the enemy were seen en our right

nt,
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Here I received orders from General Negley to hold my position to the
last extremity. For this purpose I executed a partial change of my
front, and placed my troops in the convex order, as follows: The Sev-
enty-eighth Pennsylvania, Colonel Sirwell, on the right, at the brow of
a small hill, the right resting near Schultz’s battery, of Colonel Stan-
ley’s brigade ; the Thirty-seventh Indiana, Colonel Hull, on the right
center ; the Seventy-fourth Ohio, Colonel Moody, on the left center, be-
hind a rail fence; Marshalls battery on a small hill in the open field,
to the left of the Seventy-fourth Ohio; the Twenty-first Ohio, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Neibling, on the left, in a thicket fronting the enemy’s
works, and Ellsworth’s battery near the log-house, between Palmer’s
right and the Twenty-first Ohio. Simultaneously with the advance of
the enemy from the right, a heavy force advanced from the enemy’s
works on my left-wing.

The batteries at the enemy’s works were manned and opened over
the heads of the cuemy’s infantry. Before my regiments were properly
in position, a most terrific fire was opened upon every part of the line
by infantry and artillery, but there was no wavering, and, as the ad-
vancing columns of the infantry approached, they were met by a well-
directed and terribly destructive fire from our line. )

The batteries were worked with admirable skill, and the firing along
our whole line was executed with creditable precision. The enemy
halted, but did not abate his fire. The roar of musketry and artillery
now became almost deafening, and as the unequal contest progressed it
became more terrible. Once the strong force in the open field in front
of my lett wing attempted a bayonet charge on the Twenty-first Ohio,
but were gallantly met and repulsed with great slaughter. On one of
the flags was inscribed ¢ Rock City Guards.” The battle continued
with unabating fierceness on both sides until the 60 rounds of ammuni-
tion with which my men were supplied were nearly exhausted.

The Thirty seventh Indiana was the first to report a want of ammu-
nition, and withdrew a short distance to the rear for a supply, the Sev-
enty-fourth Ohio and Seventy-eighth Penusylvania filling up the inter-
val. The teamsters of the ammunition wagons had moved to the rear,
and when ammunition was being brought forward they turned and fled.
Colonel Hull again led his regiment forward and fired the few remaining
cartridges ou the persons of the men, taking also such as could be had
from the dead and wounded.

At this juncture the troops on our right retired, and some una.mthor.'-
ized person ordered Colonel Sirwell to retire his regiment. This regi-

ment was fighting gallantly and holding the position on the crest of the
hill, but, on receiving the order, retired to the cedars in the rear. See-
ing this, I immediately ordered Colonel Sirwell forward to the same
position. This order was obeyed promptly, .aud the men again took
position in admirable order. Soon after this a heavy force was ob-
gerved to advance on General Palmer’s left, and a hard contest ensued.

General Palmer’s right brigade held their ground for a short time,
and then began to retire. Just at this time Ireceived orders from Gen-
eral Negley to retire slowly with my command into the woods. My
troops were nearly out of ammunition; the enemy was advancing on
my right flank and on my left, and the fire in front was no less destruc-

tive than it had been during the engagement.

The movement was executed in good order by the infantry, but it wag
impossible for the artillery to obey; nearly all the horses had been
killed : the ground was soft and muddy; the men had not the strength
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to haul away the pieces.  Five guns were lost; four were saved by the
men of the batteries, assisted by the infantry.

On reaching the woods, I halted the command and formed a line of
battle, faced by the rear rank, and delivered several well-directed vol-
3 leys into the enemy’s ranks, now crossing the open field over which I
had retreated. This checked the advance of the enemy for a short time,
1 strewing the ground with his dead. Being closely pressed on both

flanks, and receiving fire from three directions, I again retired my com-
mand, the men loading while marching, and firing to the rear as rapidly
as possible In this way my command retreated for the Nashville pike,
in a northeasterly direction.

‘While in the forest, being closely pressed in the rear, the enemy in
strong force was encountered on the line of retreat, when a destructive
fire was opened upon my column, which caused them to break to the
right. My men did not run, but marched to the pike, carrying many
of our wounded. When near the pike, and when rallying his men,

- Colonel Hull, of the Thirty-seventh Indiana, was severely ‘wounded
4 and disabled. He had fought bravely and gallantly during the whole
4 engagement.

The Twenty-first Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Neibling, rallied near the
pike, and, at the request of Gteneral Rousseau, took « position for the
support of a battery then at work near the road. Ammunition was fur-
nished, and the regiment fought with the -battery over an hour, and then
rejoined my command on the left of the road, where I had organized
and obtained ammunition.

During this entire engagement, and under all these terribly appalling
circumstances, both officers and men of my command behaved with ad-
mirable coolness and bravery. Examples of heroic daring and gallantry
were everywhere to be seen, but where all acted so well it is difficult to
make special mention without doing injustice to many.

The cool courage and distinguished gallantry of Col. William Sir-
well, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers ; Col. Granville Moody,
Seventy-fourth Ohioc (who was wounded early in the engagement and
refused to leave the field); Col. J. S. Hull, Thirty-seventh Indiana, and
Lieut. Col. James M. Neibling, Twenty-first Ohio, regimental command-
ers, deserve the highest praise, and the skill and ability with which
these brave officers performed their responsible duties cannot be too
highly applauded. The other field officers and company officers, and
also Lieutenants Marshall and Ellsworth, of the artillery, displayed
that high courage and determined bravery which mark the veteran sol-
dier. Too much cannot be said in praise of both officers and men.

The losses in my brigade, killed and wounded in action, amounted to
over 500 men.

In the evening of the 31st T was ordered by General Negley to take
a position on the center front across the Nashville road for support to
the batteries in position at that place. My command remained in this
position until the next moruing, when I was ordered to take position,
as reserve for General Hascall’s division, to the left of the railroad.
In the afternoon of January 1, I received orders to march my command
to the support of the right of General McCook’s corps. I took position
as directed, and remained there all night in the open field, and unti.
~about 1 p. m. on the 2d, when I was ordered to the support of General
Jrittenden’s corps, on the left. T took position, as ordered by General
egley, in an open field, in rear of the battery on the left of the rail-
oad and near the bank of Stone’s River.
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About 4 p. m. a furious attack was made by the enemy upon General
Beatty’s (or Van Cleve’s) division, then across the river. The fire of the
enemy was returned with spirit for a time, when that division retired
across the river and retreated through my lines, which were then formed
near the bank of the river, my men lying down partly concealed behind
the crest of a small hill in the open field.

As soon as the men of Beatty’s division had retired entirely from our
front, I ordered mny command forward—the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania
on the right; the Twenty first Ohio on the left, to advance under cover
of the hill along the riverbank; the Thirty-seventh Indiana and Seventy-
fourth Ohio in the center. The Twenty-ninth Brigademoved forward in
the same direction, the Eighteenth Ohio on the right, and formed partly
in the intervals between the regiments of my right wing. The enemy
advanced rapidly, following Van Cleve’s (Beatty’s) division, and gained
the river bank, a,li the time firing rapidly across at my line. My troops
opened fire from the crest of the hill ; the enemy halted and began to
I then ordered the men forward to a rail fence on the bank of
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waver.
the river. Here a heavy fire was directed upon the enemy with fine
effect, and although in strong force, and supported by the fire of two

he began to retreat. Belicving this an opportune
1 ordered the troops to cross rapidly,
which they did with great gallantry under fire from front and right flank.

Here the Eighteenth Ohio, part of the Thirty-seventh Indiana, and
part of the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania were ordered by some one to
proceed up the river on the right bank, to repel an attack from a force
there firing on my right flank. The colors of the Seventy-eighth Penn-
sylvania, and, I think, Nineteenth Tllinois, were the first to cross the
river ; the men followed in as good order as possible. ‘While my troops
were crossing, a staff officer informed me that it was General Palmer’s
order that the troops should not cross. The enemy was then retiring,
and many of my men across the stream.

I crossed in person and saw the enemy retiring. Taking cover behind
a fence on the left bank, the men poured a heavy fire into the ranks of
the retreating force. The Twenty-first Ohio had crossed the river on
the left, and was ascending the bank and fast going into the woods.
When in this position I received another order, purporting to come
from General Palmer, to recross the river and support the linc on the
hill. The force on the right of the river was then advancing in the corn-
field and driving the enemy, thus protecting my right flank, and, hav-
ing no inclination to turn back, I ordered the troops forward. Colonel
Stoughton, of the Eleventh
along the bank of the river, while the other troops moved forward to his
left. The Twenty-first Ohio came in on the extreme left, and advanced
in splendid style.

batteries in the rear,
moment for crossing the river,

In crossing the river the men of the different regiments had, to some’ ‘1

extent, become mixed together, yet a tolerable line was kept on the col-
ors of the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, Nineteenth Illinois, Sixty-ninth
and Seventy-fourth Ohio, and the men moved forward with spirit and

determination.

The enemy’s batteries were posted on an eminence in the woods near
all this time kept up a brisk fire, but with- .

out much effect. His infantry retreated in great disorder, leaving the

a corn-field in our front, and

ground covered with his dead and wounded.
When within about 150 yards of the first battery, I ordered the Sev
enty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers to charge the battery, which w

Michigan, formed his regiment and moved -
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immediately done by the men of that regiment, and the Nin i
ggllliin?ixty-mnﬂ; Ohlio, a,ntdh, [ierﬁhaps, ()g;;hers. " The Twentggggtt hOI]:g:)

n opportunely on the left, th isti
wa;htakei] and hauledyoﬁ' by the x,nen(.3 AUy CURS SN O COU N,
e colors of the Twenty-sixth Tennessee (rebel) at the ti
charge were near the battery, and were takel(l by xllen of tlflemseeggnttgg
eighth Pennsylvania and brought to the rear. Another battery, farther

1 to the front, all this time kept up a heavy fire of grape and ‘canister

i upé)u our forct?s, but Wiﬁhout much effect.

eeing my troops in the disorder which follows such suce : i
nearly out of ammunition, I sent a staff officer back ts()ué:::’rﬁ%gglzg
for re-enforcements with which to pursue the enemy. I ordered thz
troops to halt and reform, so as to hold the ground until relieved by
other troops. This being done, a large body of troops were soon brought
to our lines, when I withdrew my command to reform and procure am-
munition. At this time Colonel Stanley crossed the river and took com-

mand of the regiments of his brigade on that side of the river/ I

brought my troops across to the right bank of the river, by or(lei* of

General Negley, reformed them, supplicd them with awmunition, and

to%lilé)(zsmon as illllpport for ttlje Datteries on the hill in front. ’

) roops in this action behaved most gallantly, an d
highest credit for their bravery. Of the officers wlslrl’o pgrggsgg‘:gdﬂilg
this engagement, honorable mention should be made of Col. William
Sirwell, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania; Col. Joseph R. Scott, Nineteenth
Illinois, who was scverely wounded while leading his reéiment' Col
William L. Stoughton, Eleventh Michigan ; Col. Granville Moody’ Sev-
enty-fourth ‘Ohlo; Lieutenant-Colonel Neibling, Twenty-first bhio'
Lieutenant-Colonel Elliott, commanding Sixty-ninth Ohio; Maj. T O’
;I]?e!l, Seventy-fourth Ohio; Lieutenant-Colonel Ward and Mi’qjor Kimi)le.

hirty-seventh Indiana; Capt. William Inness, Ninetoenth Illinois; Gap’-
tain Fisher and Lieutenant McElravy, Seventy-fourth Ohio. The gal-
lantry of these officers, and of many others, cannot be cxcelled. =
ua’gloens]grstiﬁ?‘s ;)Ifﬁﬁefi {[‘o gm greatly indebted for their efficient and val-

vie ot ese engage i
eﬂiﬁien(i ok gagements, as well as for their general
aj. A. B. Bonnaffon, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania V: ‘ -
pographical engineer; First Lieut. Henry M.y Cist, act?&lént::;i?t;St

; %(1JuW1xt-genqral; Lieut. Alfred Ayers, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania

'olunteers, aide-de-camp ; First Lieut. 8. F. Cheney, Twenty-first Ohio
aide-de-camp; First Lieut. F. I. Tedford, Seventy-fourth Ohio brigade’
inspector, all deserve the highest credit for the ability display:ad in the
~ discharge of their duties, and for their distinguished gallantry and cool

&?urage on the field. Iam also under many obligations to Lieut. Robert

ungen, brigade quartermaster, and Lieut. Frank Riddle, brigade com-
mlssaryl, for the able manner in which they discharged their duties

- Chaplain Lozier, of the Thirty-seventh Indiana, rendered valuable
. service by his labor for the comfort of the men and in taking care of the
wounded. His bravery and kindness were conspicuous throughout.

I am informed that Surgeon Anderson, Thirty-seventh Indiana, bri-
gade surgeon, performed Lis duties in a highly satisfactory manne’r.

Privates Nicholas J. Vail, Nineteenth Illinois, and W. J. Vance
Twenty-first Obio, acted as orderlies, and deserve honorable mention for
their efficiency and bravery. They are both worthy of promotion to the
rank of lieutenant. I also recommend for promotion Sergts. H. A. Mil-
r, A. R. Weaver, F. Mechling, Corpl. W. Hughes, Seveunty-eighth




456 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA,, AND-8W. VA, [CHar. XXXIL
Pennsylvania, and Sergt. P. A. Weaver, Seventy-fourth Ohio, for deeds
of valor on the field. There are many others whose names have not

been furnished.
You will please find appended a list of killed and wounded, amount

ing in the aggregate to 531.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. F. MILLER,
Colonel Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, Comdyg. Brigade.

Oapt. JAMES A. LOWRIE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Addenda.
‘Went into action. Lost in action.
L N :
5 Killed. [Wounded.[Missing.| Horses. Guns.
NN | —
' B a4 | E' '3 3 '8
g @ ] g g
g | % gi 18] . 12| e
B RLIEI L IR RE 1L LA
R e
o e
s (8|8a|3| 4| 4B k|H|33
78th Pennsylvania.......... 15| 540 |...... 1017 4] 128 [....] 48 |occifeccc]emaifoaasfeens
T4th Ohio..cevnnimcanianans 18 | 381 ... 12] 8 88| 1|84 |.ccilicaifoonstins]onas
37th Indiana ....... wesf 17 437 (.- 2128 6] 105 [....0 9 ]....|.ccifeeeefeccctenns
21st Ohfo. ... .ceeeoveen..| 21| 590 ceeefeee | 22 B 121 ...l BB |eenifecaifeenileeaifeenn
Battery G, 18t Ohio Volun- 8| 110 | 16| 6|.... 5].... 5 |....0 14 [ 34 [12(....| 4/|....
taerArtiller%. }
18t Kentucky Battery...... 2| 47 40| 8|....| 1] 3(....[ 618 6| 4} 1 1
Total*..............0t 76 l2,105 156 0! 3/8 20| 423 | 1 %213 52|18 4| 6 1

JNO. F. MILLER,
Oolonecl Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, Commanding Seventh Brigads.

H. M. CisT,
Asting Assistant Adjutant General.

HpQRS. THIRD BRIG., SECOND D1Vv., FOURTEENTH CORPS,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., March 6, 1863.

Si1r: I respectfully ask leave to amend my official report of the part
taken by my comwmand in the battle of Stone’s River so as to include the
names of Lieut. Col. D, M. Stoughton and Maj. G. T, Walker, Twenty-
first Ohio Volunteers, in the special mention made of field officers, who
were distinguished for gallantry in the engagement of Friday afternoon,
January 2. Justice to these officers requires this amendment. At the
time the report was written there was a dispute with respect to the con-
duct of those officers on the occasion referred to, which occasioned the
omission. Full investigation has since been made.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. F. MILLER,

Colonel Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.

Col. C. GODDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

"+ But see revised statement, p. 211.
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No. 89.
Report of Lieut. Ool. William D. Ward, Thirty-seventh Indiana Infantry

Hb@Rrs. THIRTY-SEVENTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS
S . 1?ownp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, ’1868
IR : ave the honor to submit the following report »
gaéken’ b% the Thlrtyl-vfevf(?ntb Indinapa Volunteers 51 thI:B ;‘ngfgér}:l%n%g:
one’s River, near Murfreesborough, Tenn. ci
18?)2, %ﬁd end’ing January 3, 1863 :g S Semmeting Hlesemberia
n the morning of the 30th the regiment, Colonel Hull i
moved through the cedar thicket to the ;ight to bivlrlou;gmanrllzénsgng’
rested, only two companies (D and E) taking part in skirmiéhing ore
On the morning o’f the 31st (he regiment was moved to the opeil field
to support Marshall’s battery, where it remained until about 9a. m wh
we changed front, still supporting same battery. While there on.é pi e.n
;?;i r(xljlgr?tb]’c%d by ghe horzes all being killed and cannoneers leaving q?ﬁg
en advanc itio
el S e anced to the woods on the front, which position wag
The troops on the right givin
) _ rig g way, Colonel Hull call >
pﬁeces of artillery while in that position, which did great :;Iec}g)ti(sgme
the center. He also or.derqd two pieces on the right, which were 11}
great support to the maintaining of the position. We were assisted Ot
one time by the Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteers ; also by the Sevenra
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, which passed over us. Duriug‘ t}?h
eﬁgg{{e ?Lm:d\g?tyveri in Zhls position the cross-fire of the enemy from eacl?
i I;g. lon to that we were meeting in front, was exceedingly
About 12 m. we were ordered to retire in
: . , support of Nell’s ba 4
;As we approached the thicket the fire from the en%r;ny’s battgrigsli)gtgsm'
extremely harassing—so much so that the battery which we supportm((i3
was compelled to retire. ‘We then moved by left flank to engage tﬁ
zgeg;y; v;l;gigas ?pprog,chltrilg by brigade, at which time we were brokeg
ent passing through our lines. We agai ;]
men, when the Eleventh Michigan Volunteers also pa%sslgd c;)}}i((,)cutel(li den
hnqe;i, causing some confusion. gl our
. e regiment again formed near the center of the
i)ny (;Ogiltﬁslllx é)tf bb:httle to thet I(l)uter edge, where Colonel }va gﬁd;alngoﬁgggg
U ball passing through his left hip, entirely disabli i
duty, at which time the command was t { S Do
\ _ ) as turned over to me. I moveq
regiment to the pike, where I reccived ammuniti i g
tirely out of. .The brigade then bei ey N T
pla(»)cedliu L F ot ngthat g eing again formed, we rested, not being
n the morning of January 1, 1863, we i
: § were moved to the righ
th<(ai enemy was expected to press. ’I"here we remained durlrrllgg gilgrhdere
1 anO night following, resting on arms, but unengaged. W
] n the afternoon of the 2d we were moved to the left center, whe
fvye were placed to support a battery or batteries. While thére ﬂfe
0(;3(:;&; da(EEOSISlaE'té: rIn;er ga(xife gvagr. The Seventh Brigade then heiu§
4 , L crossed the brow of the hill and engaged
3 tbaét had approached the river; drove them back, and ﬁe%eth%hf):;gi[gy
; gl?ateli)g:ittri?)lge}lyr ??agy lf(ire fgom cannon and musketry, Iremained ig
1 cuntil dark, when I was ordered back about 20
where I remained in that, osition until fin whaords,
forces moved for Murfrees%orough. 1l after noon of the 4th, when the
Oolonel Hull’s actions during the engagement of the 31st wers such



438 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA, [OCuAr. XXXIL

o e eing his en%‘ié"&?%,%‘2333;‘%iiﬁv‘i‘l‘ﬁn‘;°§}z§°&“€é
m(}rz;l?sgf (:r?:ﬁtion any ‘in_divi.dua.l case of bravergl_ a;lnégngnghe (())gggll::
(;II; dmlflgnv{:im%lfrgl %Rgtllxgjtuzgg? oy ;oaggigieggxﬁfi}tl‘ Znég(tlf ;;’?.it(i]ha, 1(: ]1& s; ig‘;
g:éihe:nghzvsgig121&10‘1;;ma;hde e;(i?sygg.ma;efgrrﬁhei}; noble co-nperation
during the entire engagement. I trust their country will be mindful of
them.

; dient servant
Very respectfully, your obedien SWILL A AM D. WARD,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

jeut. H. M. C18T i
Lleufdcting Assista’mt Adjutcmt-Geneml, Seventh Brigade.

—

No. 90.
Report of Col. James M. Neibling, Twenty-first Ohio Infantry.

TWENTY-FIRST OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
oaxe Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, 1863.

Sre: I respectfully gubmit to you the 1§"<_)11()wi11g report of the action
iment in the battle of Stone’s River: ) R )

Ofﬁ%re;eaig march occupying three days, during which sln;mlshmgdwmh

the enemy was fierce and continuous, by your order I bivouacked my

regiment upon the field on the evening of December 29, ultimo, in its
ig: sition. ) _
brlggdt?hgonlmming of December 30, ultlmtl)l,tmy treg;lment; was thrown
i sition with reserve corps, on the right center. ) I
mté(’)hggp picket fighting occupieh the day, and on the morning of D%
cember 31, ultimo, the ‘enemy made his appearance on the center an
right winé. The battle raged with uninterrupted fury, and we lay upmt
the field during the pight. I cannot picture to you the gallant conduc
of my men during the fight of the 318t altimo. Officers and men uni-
fought with desperation and bravery.
vefl?xlgwrguf the enemy Ir)e’fnsed to show himself in force on the center,
t night we again slept on the field. )
an&l aarixu;ri 2, indigated fight. Alt {;5 p. g\l., by y(;).uys?ggegsd ;1;1)(; {gﬁlmezié
took position to support General Van eve's division, Ity
i d his front in pursuit of our
about 4 p. m. the enemy, in force, showe ‘ o
i i tched the approach of the
retreating troops. Lying down in line, we W& oach of
i i d success. A charge was ordered, and,
R A e i ded Dy the disorganized flight of
although my regiment was much impeded DY 2 diBnaige L e op-
infantry, artillery, and ru_ierless horses, my reg L
i d engaged the enemy. 1R¢ § gg
posite bank of Stone’s River an L] o i iin
) d was desperate and bloody. e succe i
g;};gf I;?g(iine of artiﬁery, which he left on the field as trephies. The
enemy was completely routed, and night closed pursuit, leaving us in
i £ a battle-field 2 wiles in extent. ) )
polssci)sﬁllglxlngntion many instances of individual heroism. Qaptam (ﬁaton,
Company H gallantly bore the colors across the river 1l the ol artgheT
Captains L{fcMahon, Canfield, and Alban were conspicuous in the

struggle.
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Lieutenant Wiley, of Company C, commanding Company A, fell, mor-
tally wounded. Lieutenants Knaggs, Allen, and Bumpus fell, severely
wounded, while cheering their men to the charge.

Lieutenant-Colonel Stoughton and Major Walker deserve all praise
for their efficient and prompt action during the fight. Indeed, all vied
with each other in the performance of their several duties.

I herewith append a list* of the killed, wounded, and missing, for
t;v;rahon' amid our cheers of victory, let us not forget to drop & soldier’s

ar. .
Very respectfully, &c.,
JAMES M. NEIBLING,
QOolonel, Comdg. Twenty-first Regiment Ohio Vol. Infantry.
Col. JorN F. MILLER,
Oomdg. Seventh Brigade, Bighth Div., Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 91.

Report of Ool. Granville Moody, Seventy-fourth Ohio Infantry.

HDQRS. SEVENTY-FOURTH REGT. OHIO VOL. INFANTRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

Sie: I have the honor to report the results of the engagements of
December 31, 1862, and January 2, 1863, as affecting the Seventy-fourth
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under my command.

Colonel Miller, commanding the Seventh Brigade, Eighth Division,
of the Fourteenth Army Corps, was pleased to assign to my command
the position of the left center of the brigade. In the action of December
31 we were posted on the slope of an eminence facing and commanding
the position held by the Rock Oity Guards and other regiments com-
posing one of the most efficient brigades of the rebel forces under Gen-
eral Withers. I am justly proud, sir, of my regiment. The brave and
persistent men of my command promptly obeyed every order on that
field of blood and deadly strife, and contributed largely to the glorious
victory which has driven the entire rebel force from their chosen field,
and has placed us in undisputed possession of Murfreesborough, Tenn.

Allow me, in this connection, to note the gallant action of the Twenty-
first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Neibling, on our left ; the Thirty-
seventh Indiana on our right, under command of Colonel Hull, and the
Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, Colonel Sirwell. These regiments dis-
played the utmost bravery, inspiring all around with the high resolve
to emulate their devotion to the cause in which we have mutually in-
vested our all.

I take the greatest pleasure in reporting the gallant conduct of all
the officers of the Seventy-fourth Regiment. Maj. Thomas C. Bell, the
only field officer with me, did his whole duty in the several engagements
in the nine days’ battle. Cool, fearless, and prompt, he proved himself
to be the right man in the right place.

I desire to record the superior qualities evinced by the adjutant of

. theregiment, Lieut. William T. Armstrong, of Company C. In addition
| to his marked business habits, to which the regiment is greatly in-

debted, his bravery and efficiency on the battle-field entitle him to

-~ distinguished consideration. Our line officers, too, without exception,

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 211,




