WAR OF THE REBELLION:

A COMPILATION OF THE

OFFICIAL RECORDS

O¥ THE

UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES,

PREPARED, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE S8ECRETARY OF WAR, BY

The late Lieut. Col. ROBERT N. SCOTT, Third U. S. Artillery.

PUBLISHED UNDER THE SBUPERVISION OF

Lieut. Col. HENRY M. LAZELLE, Twenty-third U. 8. Infantry

PURBUANT TO ACTS OF CONGRESS.

SERIES I—VOLUME XX—IN TWO PARTS,
PART I-REPORTS.

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.

1887.



28 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Crar. XXXII

changed direction to the left on Chicken road, passing through Glades-
ville, 3 miles on. The Statesville road strikes off to the right from the
Chicken road 3 miles from Baird’s Mills. The Chicken road is a good
dirt road, with but few neighborhood crossings.

Small squads of rebel cavalry are continually crossing through the
country between Rural Hill and Baird’s Mills. At Baird’s Mills we were
joined by Colonel Milliken’s command of cavalry. We were menaced
by small squads of rebel cavalry at different points, and at Baird’s Mills
they appeared in some considerable force on the Murfreesborough and
Lebanon pike. After a sharp skirmish, they retired in the direction of
Murfreesborough. They were Morgan’s men. He is encamped at
Black’s Shop, 9 miles from Baird’s Mills, toward Murfreesborough. His
force is said to be 3,000 men, mostly mounted, and three pieces of artil-
lery. We captured some of the enemy’s pickets. We captured 12 pris-

oners, 1 mule, 5 horses, 1 buggy, 4 saddles and bridles, 3 double and 1
single barrel shot-guns, 1 Yager rifle, and 5 revolvers.

We left Baird’s Mills at 7 o’clock a. m. of December 1, and returned to

camp, passing over the sames route we went out. Nothing of interest
occurred on our way back. Officers and men under my command be-

haved well, and deserve credit for good discipline and order during the
march.

Very respectfully,

S. C. TOLER,

Colonel, Commanding Expedition.
Lieut. THEO. WISEMAN,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

DECEMBER 1, 1862.—Skirmish near Nolensville, Tenn.

Eeport of Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. S. Army, commanding Cavaliy
Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Nolensville, Tenn., December 1, 1862—5 p. m.

GENERAL: * * * T had a skirmish with the enemy to-day, and
my battery drove them from their position very quickly.
* * * * * *

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,

JNO. A. WHARTON,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

*

Lieutenant-General [L.] PoLE, &e.

DECEMBER 3, 1862.—Attack on Union forage train on the Hardin pike,
near Nashville, Tenn.

Report of Col. George W. Roberts, Forty-second Illinois Infantry.

HpQrs. ROBERTS’ BR1G., 11TH D1v., 14TH ARMY CORPS,
Oamp Sheridan, December 21, 1862,
MAJjoOR: I have the honor to report in the cases of Brigade Quarter-

master D. B. Sears, Regimental Quartermaster S. B. Hood, and Lieut.
O. A. Clark, formerly of my command, but now prisoners of war, that
on the 3d day of December, 1862, they were on duty in attendance with
a forage train from my brigade, under command of Lieutenant-Colone]
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DECEMBER 4, 1862.—Skirmish OnTenn.

t of Col. Robert H. G. Minty, Fouwrth Michigan Cavalry.
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within about 1 mile from Franklin. No obstruction of any kind hag
been placed in the gap, which is naturally one of the strongest posi.
tions I have ever seen.

Two bridges have been destroyed on the road, one

of the gap, the other about 23 miles south. Wagon
taking the fields east.

One of the rebelg Was wounded by a carbine ball in left shoulder.
We met with no loss. 1 returned to camp at 8 o’clock p. m., having
ridden about 45 miles,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant

ROBT. H. G. MINTY,
Colonel, Commanding.
Lieutenant CHAMBERLAIN,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, First Cavalry Division.

about 3 miles north
5 can pass both by

DECEMBER 4, 1862.—Capture of outpost near Stewart’

8 Ferry (or Ford),
Stone’s River, Tenn.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan, U. S. Army.
No. 2.—Maj. D. w. Holman, C. 8, Army,

No. 1.
Report of Brig. Gen. James D, Morgan, U. 8. Army.

Hpqrs. SEcond Brig., Firsr D1v., ARMy oF THE Miss.,

Stone’s River, Tenm., December 4, 1862.
COLONEL : This morning about 3 o’clock g sergeant and 9 men of Cap-
tain Powell’s company mounted Scouts, stationed at Stewart’s Ford, 21

miles on our right, were attacked by a mounted force of the enemy of
about 60 men. ~ AJ] of our men suc

) ceeded in making their escape, with
their arms and accouterments, but with the loss of their horses. Two
were wounded, 1 severely.,

_ L sev The enemy made their approach upon our
right from the dlrectloq of the Murf;eesborough pike. I have no cav-

I had supposed that vedettes
Murfreesborough pike toward my right.
I sent out yesterday a foraging party about 4 miles to the front, on
2 mounted scout of Captain
teamster ; they were paroled and returned to
camp almost as soon as the train. T returned them to duty, ignoring
the paroles, and with orders that they be charged with the arms lost.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES D. MORGAN,

Brigadier- General, Commandinyg.
Col. J. P. GARESCHE,

No. 2.
Eeport of Maj. D. W. Holman, 0. S. Arm 9.

CAMP NEAR LA VERGNE, TENN.,

December 4, 1862,
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4 1 e. .M. /
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Rabp. i bedient servant,
I am, captain, very respectfully, your OISL‘ o HOLMAN, |
Major, Commanding.
Capt. D. G. REED, Assistant Adjutant-General.

irmishes near Preston-
— f transports, and skirmis
MBER 4-5, 1862.—Capture o
DECE , burg, Ky.
REPORTS.”
‘ranor, Fortieth Ohio [ufantry.

. 1.- Col. Jonathan Cranor, [oxmle 80 ibutry.

i‘z 9.—Col. John N. Clarkson, Virginia State Line Cavalry.

No. L.
Report of Col. Jonathan Cranor, Forticth Ohio Infantry.

Hpqrs. Dist. K. KY., Louisa, December 8, 1862.

i C 4 J Te e
MaJjor: T have the honor to submit to you thﬁ fo)llll(])(\lxuléj%O(I)ipglrﬂt(‘e "
On the morning of the 3d [4t]'1] instant, mf ?n;?ldgt“_ew (Yuar(Hnu i
reen about 200 of the Thirty-ninth Kentucl\)',‘\\l 10 TELE. ST SOTS
e d' s which were loaded with commissary and que e
ptlz)srgsbt(')(;t‘tbch‘z ’[‘ilirty-ninth, and were en route tor Piketon, and a oul
8 ;

* See also Floyd to Letehoer, Scries 1, Vol. XX, p. 1065.
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DECEMBER 11-12, 1862.—Reconnaissance fr i
e -12, . : om Nashville to Franklin
(le;tlllx S‘and skirmishes on the Wilson Creek pike (11th) and at Franklin

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. David S. Stanle 5 i
. 2 y, U. 8. Army, commanding cavalry.
Ilgo. g.—Co}. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commandilfg brigade.
0. 3.—Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. 8. Army, commanding cavalry brigade.

No. 1.
EReport of Brig. Qen. David . Stanley, U. 8. Army, commanding cavalry.

HpQRrs. CAV., 14TH A. O., ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Near Nashville, December 13, 1862.

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to submit an account of a sco
from this place on Thursday. I started at daylight, moved u(foivxlln %gg
Frankh_n pike to ‘B}‘entwood. At that point I took the Wilson pike, with
the design of striking the road from Franklin to Murfreesborougil ex-
pecting to destroy the supply trains I had learned were moving on ’that
;’(éa,d. We had not, however, passed Brentwood but 2 miles when our
fulxlzancg guard engaged the enemy’s pickets, and soon encountered a
o regiment. The enemy fled south, and, at a point on the pike due west

om Triune, turned off toward that place. I designed to pass on after
;inr;lv;l;]t% dtlzg %1;(;,11;1% 2 miles frofm ghe road, but they grew bold, and dis-

1t our men on foot. Upon my end i i
%g]?,tﬁlée(i ggﬁ_lg ﬂgd. a’fihis dﬁla,y call)lsed nsxle to ?:z‘;(x)lrglrggmbs(r) 1()311;181? ;g&) I;
1berty road to Franklin. Night ca :
roeached the Widow Waters’ plantation, ajnng bivoll?:cﬁgdwgt?% Z)V’glélc?ig
ne of thq enemy’s pmkeps fired upon mine, wounding, probably mor:
tally, a private in Captain Julian’s company, First Mi:idle Tennessee
Cavalry. At midnight they again fired upon my pickets.

Leaving at4 o’clock nextmorning, I reached Franklin a little after day-
break. The enemy’s pickets were met 14 miles east of the place. Up05;1
g?ttmg uptothe town, I found the enemy in considerable force on the bank
o 1the.Ha.rpeth, and in the mill and houses. The Fourth Michigan, Colo-
1;3) ulgég(‘lzy% igdngl‘: Soevenliih Plennsylvania, Major Wynkoop, wer’e dis-
) - soon sharply engaged with th
%%%nkf%ﬁ(l,d a}:do?if}‘(l)re I could getI: Colgngl McCook’s%Sir;Zn&Z.begillll‘?i ]t?xtettir

the enemy, including 1 officer: 9,
and took 11 prisoners. 1 iﬁteﬁdedgto burn tl’lewrililﬁd ﬁiﬁmﬁag ggegr;
Egr(xll;ns% ?ﬁullgodbaxt‘rels of %01}1' gaﬂy for the rebel arm;z, but I found that

\ _destroy part of the town ; I had the machinery and b

of the mill entirely destroyed. My loss’is 1 ma tally Sanded g
4 horses killed. I captured 10 horses, 4 wa oﬁn Toaded with foeq and
destroyed one ‘wagon-load of brandy and wh%skyS ;ga?g%g;t&%zgr;:&c}
a.fﬁmy. Tam happy to be able to report that my men behaved well. The
officers and men of the Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, who did the fi ht
Ing principally, are brave and good troops. Reports,from divisi : d
brigade commanders will be sent in. slon an

Respectfully submitted.

D. 8. STANLEY,

Colonel GARESCHE. Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry.

Omar. XXXII.] RECONNAISSANCE TO FRANKLIN, TENN, ETC. 77
No. 2.

Report of Ool. Bdward M. McCook, Second Indiana Caval 'y, commanding
brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Camp Rosecrans, December 12, 1862.

S1k: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance to orders, I moved
with my command, consisting of the Third Kentucky, Seventh Penn-
sylvania, and Fourth Michigan Cavalry, at daylight on the morning of
the 11th instant, taking the advance of the division and moving on the
Wilson Creek pike. My advance guard, cousisting of two companies of
the Seventh Pennsylvania, found the enemy’s pickets about 6 or 7 miles
south of Brentwood, and drove them back on to a squad of about 50 of
the enemy’s cavalry. After some skirmishing, the enemy ran off over
the hill. = Lieut. Frederick H. Geety, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry,
was wounded in the left shoulder.

‘We turned off on a by-road and bivouacked for the night. The next
morning we moved upon Franklin, my brigade still having the advance.
The advance guard struck the enemy’s pickets 2 miles from the town
and drove them in. The enemy had formed their line of battle to the
left of the mill and near the creek. I was ordered by General Stanley
to take two of my regiments and form in the field on the left of the road.
I ordered Major Wynkoop to take his command and attack them, which
he did, advancing to the top of the bluff and opening fire, which the
enemy returned with spirit. He had but 50 men with him, the rest of
his command constituting the advance, and being on the right with the
artillery. The firing continued about fifteen minutes, when the enemy
broke and ran.

The Third Kentucky came up and formed on the right of the Seventh
Pennsylvania, but had no opportunity to engage. The Fourth Michi-
gan was still farther to the right, under the immediate supervision of
General Stanley or Colonel Kennett; consequently I cannot report the
part taken by them in the engagement.

By order of General Stanley, I moved over on to the Murfreesborough
road, in order to intercept the enemy’s retreat after they broke. When
they saw my column approaching, part of their force went off on some
little road on the other side of the river. We had to make a circuit in
order to cross, and by the time we got over they were out of the reach
of pursuit.

1 saw 3 of the enemy dead and 1 wounded. My loss was nothing.
The Seventh Pennsylvania had 4 horses killed. T saw 6 prisoners with
the Fourth Michigan.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD M. McCOOK,
QOolonel, Commanding Brigade.
Lieut. M. B. CHAMBERLAIN,
A. A. A. G., First Cav. Div., Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 3.
Reports of Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. 8. Army, commanding cavalry
brigade.

HEADQUARTERS WHARTON’S CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Nolensville, Tenn., December 12, 1862—3.30 p. m.

GENERAL: The enemy attacked Franklin this morning just before
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CAVALRY.
Brig. Gen. DAVID S. STANLEY.
CAVALRY DIVISION.
! Col. JoBN KENNETT.
First Brigade. Second Brigade.

Col. RoBERT H. G. MINTY. Col. LEWIS ZAHM.

2d Indiana, Company M, Capt. J. A. 8. | 1st Ohio:
Mitchell. . Col. Minor Milliken.

3d Kentucky, Col. Eli H. Murray. . Maj. James Laughlin.

4th Michigan, Lieut. Col. William H. | 3d Obio, Lieut. Col. Douglas A. Murray

4th Ohio, Maj. John L. Pugh.

Dickinson. .
7th Pennsylvania, Maj. John E. Wynkoop.
Artillery.
1st Ohio, Battery D (section), Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell.

'RESERVE CAVALRY.*

15th Pennsylvania:

Maj. Adolph G. Rosengarten.

Maj. Frank B. Ward.

Capt. Alfred Vezin.
1st Middle (5th) Tennessee, Col. William B, Stokes.
24 Tennessee, Col. Daniel M. Ray.

UNATTACHED.
4th U. 8. Cavalry, Capt. Elmer Ofis.

MISCELLANEOUS.
PIONEER BRIGADE.
Capt. JamEs ST. C. MORTON.

1st Battalion, Capt. Lyman Bridges.

2d Battalion, Capt. Calvin Hood.

3d Battalion, Capt. Robert Clements.

Illinois Light Artillery, Stokes’ battery, Capt. James H. Stokes.

ENGINEERS AND MECHANICS.
1st Michigan, Col. William P, Innes.
POST OF GALLATIN, TENN.t
Brig. Gen. ELEAZER A. PAINE.
Ward’s (late Eighth) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. WiLLiaAM T. WARD.

102d Illinois, Lieut. Col. Frank C.Smith.
105th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Henry F. Vallette.
70th Indiatia, Col. Benjamin Harrison.
79th Ohio, Col. Henry G. Kennett.
Indiana Light Artillery, 13th Battery, Capt. Benjamin 8. Nicklin,

Cavalry.

1st Kentucky, Col. Frank Wolford.
7th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. John K. Faulkner.
11th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. William E. Riley.

* Under the immediate command of General Stanley, Chief of Cavalry.

N 8!'52 Not engaged at Stone’s River. Commanders given as they stood December 31,
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No. 2.

Reports of Maj. Gen. William 8. Rosecrams, U. 8. Ariny, commanding
Army of the Cumberland, with congratulatory resolutions, orders, &c.

LA VERGNE, TENN., December 23,
By messenger to Louisville, Ky., December 31, 1862—noon.

Our advance was delayed one day. The right wing, under McCook,
drove Hardee’s skirmishers 18 miles down the Nolensville pike, and ad-
vanced on Triune for battle. A heavy fog delayed this advance, and
gave Hardee time to escape toward Murfreesborough. Our left wing
drove the enemy on the main Murfreesborough turnpike with heavy
skirmishing, and seized all the bridges over Stewart’s Creek last night,
by dark. Our total loss on both lines does not exceed 20 killed, 100
wounded, and 10 missing. We have some 50 prisoners. Our center
crossed from Nolensville yesterday and to-day, and now occupy the
north side of Stewart’s Creek, 10 miles from Murfreesborough—the
right at Triune. Pursuing division went 7 miles toward Shelbyville.
We have report from Murfreesborough to 10 o’clock yesterday. All
his right wing, closed in, came toward Stewart’s Creek. If, under Ken-
tucky and Tennessee influence or orders, they fight as they propose, I
think we are in position, by God’s help, to win, and McCook will cut off

their retreat.
W. S. ROSECRANS,
Magjor-General.
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
General-in-Chief.

GENERAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND,
No. —. In front of Murfreesborough, December 31,1862.

The general commanding desires to say to the soldiers of the Army
of the Cumberland that he was well pleased with their conduct yester-
day; it is all he could have wished for; he neither saw nor heard of any
skulking ; they behaved with the coolness and gallantry of veterans.
He now feels perfectly confident, with God’s grace and their help, of
striking this day a blow for the country the most crushing, perhaps,
which the rebellion has yet sustained.

Soldiers, the eyes of the whole nation are upon you; the very fate of
the nation may be said to hang on the issue of this day’s battle. Be
true, then, to yourselves, true to your own manly character and soldierly
reputation, true to the love of your dear ones at home, whose prayers
ascend to God this day for your success. .

Be cool! I need not ask you to be brave. Keep ranks. Do not throw
away your fire. Fire slowly, deliberately; above all, fire low, and be
always sure of your aim. Close steadily in upon the enemy, and, when
you get within charging distance, rush on him with the bayonet. Do
this, and the victory will certainly be yours. Recollect that there are
hardly any troops in the world that will stand a bayonet charge, and
that those who make it, therefore, are sure to win.

By comman1 of Maj. Gen. W. S. Rosecrans:

J. P. GARESCHE,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Ohief of Staff.
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Return of casuallies in the Union forces, §-c.—Continuec .
Killed. | Wounded. o‘r’g’ﬁ.‘&‘g‘é
— TRORAF
f1318(85 3|8
§|3,5|5(9|7|%
Artillery.
Capt. GEORGZ R. SWALLOW.
Rﬂ‘.ﬁ‘;‘,ﬁf&&‘?ﬁ“ﬁ”ﬂf’“’m’ L O %
Wisconsin Light Artillery, ) [ 4
Total ATtIOTY - o e ceeeeeeercereveee sommasennnennns, e I 6| 1| 18| ....f...... 2
Total Third Division. 16| 215| 60| 931 5| 461 [ 1,687
Total Left WG - -«.-cceenemmeuencmnmoonnaanacns 42| 608 | 171 (2,840 | 11| 862 | 4,534
CAVALRY.
Brig. Gen. DAVID 8. STANLEY.
CAVALRY DIVISION.
Col. JoEN KENNETT.
First Brigade.
Col. RoBerr H. G. MixNTY.
8% %entuc CompanyM % T 7.... 1 111’ }:
T e alLA S B &
Total First Brigade s : «oxssesmsusmmansunmsnsssnss ssesss 6] 2| 2, 1| 76, 106
Second Brigade.
sl sl w8
"4 e 18 |oense 3L| 66
Total Second Brigade.........occoioommiiiiian.onn 3| 15 1| 43 1| 58| 121
Artillery.
18t Ohio Light Artillery, Battery D (section).............|...... b 1 PSR DRI PPN S 1
Total Cavalry Division 3| 21| 8| es| 32| 134| oo
Reserve Oavalry.*
15th Pennsylvania. ........cooo i 1 8 i 8 |ocwsss 53 71
18t Middle (5th) ToNNOREEs. .. ..comcsssmsnsummsnsmemssnsfoesnyeloosive 1 5 1 8 16
p G 7T S 1| — 10! {escuns 5| 18
Total Reserve CavaIrY .........ceueecereeucecannnns al 10| 2| 23| 1| e8| 10
Unattached.
Ul UnHBABIRLER oz sossssssssusseussnsrasssssssnns sasens 8| 1| 9f|... 2 2
Tl CRTRIEY s sssmssnsssins asssssr s 5| 84| 6| 97| 8| c12| 357
PIONEER BRIGADE.
Capt. JaMzxs ST. C. MORTON.
8t Battalion ... ..ccccemeineciiiiie i iiriciienen e eeens 4 8 | 2 PO PO 2
9@ Battalion .......ccoiceiiciiiimiiiiiiieeeee el 4. 5l...... A v

* Under the numediate command of General Stanley, chief of cavalry.
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Return of casualties in the Union foroes, §6.—Continued.

Captured
Killed. | Wounded. | 4PAteC
. I 4 o
( )onml.nd i@
’ g | H g %
s R E IR lE|R
F1252/4/3!8
§| 8 8 6 8 8 <
PIONEERE BRIGADE—Continued.
3d Battalion. .. ..ooouiien e it en e F{ — 10 [occsen 14
Tlinois Light Artillery, Stokes’ battery..................|...... 3 1 [ e p— 13
Total Pioneer Brigade ..... .cicecvenssssosumnonns fossoss 15 U R Pe— 48
Jst Michigan Engineers and Mech&nios . .................|cceoo 2| Y 5| 16
Total Engineers and Meehanios . ............ccooooifooaee. P 9|... 5 16
RECAPITULATION.

Goneral headquarters .............oooceiiiiiiaiiiiiann... 1 2 L 33 PP P, ?
Right Wing .. 85| 641 | 121 [2,700 26 (2,084 | 5,607
t Wing 42| €08 | 171 |2,840 11| 8 4,534
Center .. 17| 827 | 101 (1,719 4| 510 | 2,678
Cavalry 5 34 [ 97 3| 212 357
Pioneer Brigade..... wmenee| 15 4] 20| ... 48
Engineers and Mechanios. ......cccueeiemiveieniicaneacafnnnn. 2|...... [ I8 P 5 16

OFFIOERS KILLED.

Brig. Gen. Joshua W. 8ill.

Lieut. Col. Julius P. Garesché, assistant adjutant-general.

ILLINOIS.

Capt. Knowlton H. Chandler, 19th In-
antry.

Lieut. Joseph C. Alvord, 21st Infantry.

Lieut. Emanuel M. Weigle, 21st Infantry.

Col. Thomas D. Williams, 25th Infantry.

Col. Fazilo A. Harrington, 27th Infantry.

Capt. Mabry G. Greenwood, 34th In-
fantry.

Lieut. John M. Smith, 34th Infantry.

Lieut. Soren L. Olson, 36th Infantry.

Capt. James P. Mead, 38th Infantry.

Lieut. John L. Dillon, 38th Infantry.

Col. George W. Roberts (commanding bri-
gade), 42d Infantry.

Lieut. Julius Lettman, 42d Infantry.

Capt. Andrew J. Hosmer, 44th Infantry.

Lieut. John 8. Keith, 51st Infantry.

Capt. Edwin Alsop, 73d Infantry.

Lieut. Col. Sheridan P. Read, 79th In-
fantry.

Lieut. Luther T. Ball, 84th Infantry.

Lieut. Henry E. Abercrombie, 84th In-
fantry.

Lient. Thomas F. W. Gullich, 88th In.
fantry. .

Capt. Henry 8. Willett, 89th Infantry.

Lieut. Morris Worthingham, 100th In-
fantry.

Lieut. Jesse G. Payne, 110th Infantry

INDIANA.

Lieut. Henry Kessler, 9th Infantry.
Capt. Robert J. Templeton, 15th Infantry.
Capt. Joel W. Foster, 15th Infantry.
Capt. Frank Stebbins, 29th Infantry.
Lieut. Edwin B. Stribley, 30th Infantry.
Capt. Abram D. Shultz, 36th Infantry.
Capt. James H. King, 36th Infantry.
Lieut. Isano N. Abernethy, 37th Infantry.
Lieut, Jesse B. Holman, 37th Infantry.

Capt. James E. Fouts, 38th Infantry.

Lieut. Francis B. Blackford, 58th In-
fantry.

Capt. Miles H. Tibbits, 73d Infantry.

Capt. Peter Doyle, 73d Infantry.

Lieut. Benjamin T. Poynter, 79th In-
fantry.

Lieut. William M. Morgan, 81st Infantry.

Lieut. George W. Smith, 86th Infantry.
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Regiment in the recent battles of December 31, 1862, and January 2,
1863.* The regiment went into this engagement with ahout 300 men,
and came out with 176. '
The foregoing report is respectfully submitted.
I. N. ROSS,
Colonel, Commanding Ninetieth Regiment Ohio Volunteers.

Capt. W. H. FAIRBANKS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

, . No. 129,

Reports of Col. William B. Hazen, Forty-first Ohio Infantry, command-
ing Second Brigade, including skirmishes on the Jefferson pike, near
Stewart’s Oreek Bridge, December 217.

HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH BRIGADE,
Stewart’s Creek, December 28, 1862.

My DEAR GENERAL: We found the enemy, about 300 strong, after
leaving the main pike, about 1 mile. After getting them fairly started,
my cavalry (90 strong) were directed to pursue at full speed, not giving
them time to form. This was done, and a general stampede effected of
all across the creek. They, by that time, had five times my cavalry
force. As soon as my artillery arrived, they shelled them vigorously,
driving them far beyond range. We made several prisoners, killed an
officer, and lost 3 prisoners. Had I had aregiment of cavalry, I would
have captured full 100. I have out now patrols in all directions, but
nothing has been reported to me.

From various remarks and inquiries, made by the people here, I am of
the opinion that Hardee is somewhere on our flank, and had we any
sufficient knowledge, advantage could be taken of it. I can, however,
learn nothing with any degree of certainty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. HAZEN,
Colonel, Commanding at Stewart’s Creck.
General PALMER,
Commanding Second Division, Left Wing.

HpQgs. 19TH BRIGADE, ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND D1visioN, LEFT WING,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January b, 1863.

Sie: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
glémlssgf troops under my command since leaving Nashville, December

y 2:

The Nineteenth Brigade, which I have commanded since its organiza-
tion in January, 1862, is now composed as follows : The Sixth Kentucky
Volunteers, Col. Walter C. Whitaker; the Ninth Indiana Volunteers,
Col. William H. Blake ; the One hundred and Tenth Illinois Volunteers,
Col. Thomas S. Casey, and the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. Col.

*Nominal list, omitted, shows 17 killed, 70 wounded, and 37 missing. But see
vevised statement, p. 212
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Aquila Wiley, and upon leaving Nashville numbered an effective aggre.
gate of 1,391, officers and men. o . ) )

Being summoned before the commission, then sitting for the investi-
gatio. of the official course of Major-General Buell, I did not, until
evening, join the brigade, which had madrched to within 2 miles of La
Vergne. Just before my arrival, two regiments of the brigade had
been thrown forward to the right of the road into a dense cedar brake;
and—as its temporary commander did not think it necessary to throw
forward skirmishers—the flank was marched upon a force of the enemy,
who, firing from under cover upon the head of the column, killed one of
the Ninth Indiana, wounded another, and wounded two of the Sixth
Kentucky. _ ]

At 12 m., December 27, I was ordered to proceed, via the Jefferson
pike, to Stewart’s Creek, and save, if possible, the bridge crossing it.
Ninety cavalry, of the Fourth Michigan, under Captain Mix, were sent
to me. I placed these under charge of my assistant inspector-general,
Capt. James McCleery, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, with directions
to keep me thoroughly informed of all that transpired, and as soon as
the advance of the enemy was started to put spurs to his troop, and not
slack rein until the bridge was crossed. The distance did not exceed &
miles, and by disposing flankers, for perfect security, and urging the
artillery and infantry to its fullest speed, I was enabled to keep within
supporting distance all the time. )

The enemy was not 3 miles from the bridge, and, by closely following
my directions, a steeple-chase was made of the whole affair, the rebel
force amounting to full five to our one. By the time the bridge was
reached they had formed upon the opposite side of the creek, but were
soon dispersed by a few discharges from our artillery.

In this affair we lost 1 cavalryman killed and 2 captured by the enemy.
We took 10 prisoners, one of whom an officer, and killed 1 commissioned
officer and several men.

Too much credit cannot be given to Captain McCleery, of my staff,
and Captain Mix, of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, for spirit and dar-
ing in this affair. On reaching the bridge my little party were upon
the heels of the fugitives, and had they been armed with sabers, in place
of rifles, by slashing upon their rear the rout would have been pushed
to a panic.

On the 29th, I was ordered across to the Nashvilleand Murfreesborough
pike, and, joining the division, proceeded to within 3 miles of Murfrees-
borough.

On the night of the 30th, the brigade was ordered to the front line, to
relieve-the Tenth Brigade. —— _ = = =

This position we held at the commencement of the general action of
the 31st, and it deserves special notice. It was in a cotton-field, 23
miles from Murfreesborough, on the place of Mr. Cowan, the line being
at right angles with the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, the left
resting on the pike at a point about 500 yards toward Nashville, from
the intersection of the pike with the Nashville and Chattanooga Rail-
road. The railroad and pike at this point cross at a sharp angle. The
position was utterly uutenable, it being commanded by ground in all
directions with covers of wood, embankment, and palisading at good
musket range in front, right, and left. My brigade was formed in two
lines, the right resting against a skirt of woods, which, widening and
extending to the right, gave concealment to the Twenty-second Brigade,
which was adjacent to mine, and, farther on, the entire division of Negley.
On the left of the pike was Wagner’s brigade, of Wood’s division. The
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Sixth Kentucky and Forty-first Ohio were ‘n the front line, the Sixth
being on the right and the Forty-first on the left. The Ninth Indiana
and une hundred and tenth Illinois were in the second line, the Ninth
being on the right and the One hundred and tenth on the Jeft.

A fierce battle had commenced at daylight on our right, and pro-
gressed with ominous changes of pesition until about 8.30 a. m., when
it could no longer be doubted that our entire right was being driven
around in rear to a position nearly at right angles to its proper line. At
this moment authority was given to move forward to seize the com-
manding positions in front, and the burnt house of Mr. Cowan. The
line advanced about 20 yards, when orders were given to face to the
rear, the necessity of which was apparent, the enemy having by this
time pusbed forward quite to our rear. He at the same moment broke
cover over the crest in front, at double-quick in two lines. I faced my
two right regiments to the rear, and, moving them into the skirt of
woods, commenced to engage in that direction. My two left regiments
were retired some 50 yards, and moved to the left of the pike to take
cover of a slight crest, and engaged to the front, the regiment of Wag.
ner’s brigade occupying that ground (the Fortieth Indiana, Colonel
Blake) having fallen much to the rear of it.

The enemy had by this time taken position about the burnt house,
and the action became at my position terrific. The efforts of the enemy
to force back my front and cross the cotton-field, out of which my troops
had moved, were persistent, and were prevented only by the most un-
flinching determination upon the part of the Forty-first Ohio and One
hundred and tenth Illinois Volunteers to hold their ground to the last.
All the troops of General Wood, posted on our left, except two regi-
ments guarding a ford some distance to our left and rear, were with-
drawn to repel the assault upon the right, so that the Nineteenth Bri-
gade was the extreme left of the army.

Upon this point, as a pivot, the entire army oscillated from front to
rear the entire day. The ammunition of the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers
was by this time nearly exhausted, and my efforts to replenish were up
to this time fruitless. I dispatched word to the rear that assistance
must be given, or we must be sacrificed, as the position I held could not
be given up, and gave orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Wiley to fix his bay-
onets and to Colonel Casey (without bayonets) to club his guns and
bold the ground at all hazards, as it was the key of the whole left. The
responses satisfied me that my orders would be obeyed so long as any
of those regiments were left to obey them. I now brought over the
Ninth Indiana from-the right, and immediately posted it to relieve the
Forty-first Ohio Volunteers.

It is proper to state here that, in advancing to this position under a
galling fire, a cannon-shot passed through the ranks of the Ninth Indi-
ana, carrying death with it, and the ranks were closed without checking
a step. The Forfy-first Ohio Volunteers retired with its thin ranks in as
ppbljfect order as on parade, cheering for the cause and crying for ammu-
nition.

A few discharges from the fresh regiments sufficed to check the foe,
who drew out of our range, and at 9.30 Iull and rest came acceptably
to our troops upon the left, their advance upon the right having also
been checked.

At about 10 a. m. another assault was made by the enemy, in several
lines, furiously upon our front, succeeding in pushing a strong -column
past the burnt house, covered by the palisading, to the wood occupied
by the Twenty-second Brigade and the Sixth Kentucky. All of our
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troops occupying these woods now fell back, exposing my right flank,
and threatening an assault from this point that would sweep away our
entire left. General Palmer seeing this danger, and knowing the im-
portance of this position, sent the Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, Colo-
nel Jones, and a fragment of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, under Captain
Woodward, to my support. I posted these with the Forty-first Ohio Vol-
unteers, with the left of the line resting upon the Ninth Indiana, and
extending to the right and rear, so as to face the advancing column.
It was a place of great danger, and our losses were here heavy, includ-
ing the gallant Colonel Jones, of the Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers ;
but with the timely assistance of Parsons’ battery the enemy was
checked, and the left again preserved from what appeared certain anni-
hilation.

The enemy now took cover in the wood, keeping up so destructive a
fire as to make it necessary to retire behind the embankment of the
railroad, which only necessitated the swinging to rear of my right, the
left having been posted on it when the action commenced in the morn-
ing. A sharp fight was kept up from this position till about 2 p. m.,
when another assault in regular lines, supported by artillery, was made
upon this position in force. This assault was resisted much more easily
than the previous ones, there being now a large force of our artillery
bearing upon this point. The enemy also extended his lines much far-
ther to the left, causing something of a diversion of our troops in that
direction. The Oue hundredth Illinois, Colonel Bartleson, was sent to
me by the general commanding the army, which was posted with the
One hundred and tenth Illinois and Ninth Indiana, in line to the front,
with the right resting on the railroad. Here, with a German regiment
(I think the Second Missouri), these regiments fought the remainder of
the day, the troops previously occupying this position retiring on the
last approach of the enemy.

A period of about one hour now ensued with but little infantry firing,
but a murderous shower of shot and shell was rained from several direc-
tions upon this position, which was covered by a thick growth of timber.
A portion of Wood’s division, now commanded by General Hascall, was
also posted in these woods, in rear of my troops.

At about 4 p. m. the enemy again advaiced upon my front in two
lines. The battle had hushed, and the dreadful splendor of this advance
can only be conceived, as all description must fall vastly short. His
right was even with my left, and his left was lost in the distance. He
advanced steadily, and, as it seemed, certainly to victory. I sent back
all my remaining staff successively to ask for support, and braced up
my own lines as perfeetly-as-possible. The Sixth Kentncky had joined
me from the other side some time previously, and was posted just over
the embankment of the railroad. They were strengthened by such frag-
ments of troops as I could pick up until a good line was formed along
the track. A portion ot Sheridan’s division was also but afew hundred
yards in rear, replenishing their boxes. A portion of General Hascall’s
troops was also on the right of the railroad.

The fire of the troops was held until the enemy’s right flank came in
close range, when a single fire from my men was sufficient to disperse
this portion of his line, his left passing far around to our right. This
virtually ended the fight of the day.

My brigade rested where it had fought, not a stone’s throw from
where it was posted in the morning, till withdrawn at dawn next day.

The Sixth Kentucky was not under my immediate observation from
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the first assault till late in the day, but the portion of time it was with
me ( and I have reason to believe at all other times) it fought unflinch-
ingly, and is deserving of all praise. It repelled three assaults of a
rebel brigade from the burnt house, endeavoring to reach the wood,and
only retired when its ammunition was exhausted. Amongits killed are
Lieutenant-Colonel Cotton and Captain Todd, men possessing in the
highest degree the esteem and confidence of their brothers in arms, and
who will be deeply lamented by a large circle of friends.

The One hundred and tenth Illinois, a new regiment never before
under fire, displayed that fearless courage one admires in veterans. Its
losses from artillery were heavy. The Ninth Indiana and Forty-first
Ohio maintained fully their well-known reputation of perfect discipline,
dauntless courage, and general fighting qualities. Their steadiness
under fire was incredible. The latter regiment was taken by its com-
mander while resting, without orders, to repel an assault of the enemy’s
cavalry upon our train, which object it effected and returned to its
position.

The casualties of this day were as follows:

Killed. ‘Wounded.
Command. g g o .
8| | 8| |8 |%E
Gl =] Gl z

§l= |8 |4 g | &
4186 Ohi0 oo iiieiieiiciiomaeciaciecaeaa 1 12 4 98 17 132
110th THNOI8. .co oo veeie i iaiice e aiccaoneeemenicaeanen 1 (] 3 43 12 65
9th INAIBNA ceevnrivnvriecnronnnnsccensvoncanasroansssansacnans 1 9 5 89 13 117
127105 117, 1) o QR 2 11 5 85 10 113
TotaAl .t et iiie e 5 38 17| 315 52 427

A large list also occurred among the other troops under my imme-
diate control on the field, but they will be reported by their proper bri-
gade commanders. I am under many obligations to the commanders
of these troops (many of their names I do not know) for their implicit
obedience to my orders, but particularly to Colonel Bartleson, of the
One hundredth Illinois, for valuable services.

To the officers commanding regiments of this brigade too much con-
sideration cannot be given, both by their commanding generals and
their country. Besides the actual service rendered their country this
day, such heroic and daring valor justly entitles these men to the pro-
found respect of the people of the country. To them the commander
of the brigade feels that he owes everything this day, as there were
times when faltering upon their part would have been destruction to
the left of the army. He owes the success of this day not only to proper
conduct on the field, but more to strict obedience to orders, and a manly
co-operationin bringing thisbrigade to its present high state of efficiency
and discipline, through constant care, labor, and study, for a period of
over twelve months. This alone has insured this proud result. - To
Lieutenant-Colonel Suman also, of the Ninth Indiana, twice wounded,
great credit is due for gallantry.

Captain Cockerill, Battery ¥, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, showed,
as he always has, great proficiency as an artillery officer. He was also
severely wounded. Lieutenant Osburn, of the same battery, being at
the rear to fill his caissons when the train' was menaced, turned his
pieces upon the enemy, and greatly assisted in dispersing them.
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Lieutenant Parsons, of the Fourth U. S. Artillery, who was in the
thickest of the fight near my position all day, is also deserving of the
warmest consideration of the Government for the efficient manner in
which his battery was maneuvered.

To my staff, also, everything can be said in their praise. To Maj. R.
L. Kimberly, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-gen-
eral; to Lieuts. William M. Beebe and E. B. Atwood, of the same regi-
ment, aides-de-camp; to Capt. L. A. Cole, Ninth Indiana, topograph-
ical officer, for intelligently carrying orders and assisting to post troops,
under a galling fire, the whole day ; to Capt. James McCleery, Forty-first
Ohio Volunteers, acting inspector-general, for assisting to bring for-
ward ammunition even after being wounded; to Harry Morton, Sixth
Kentucky, volunteer aide-de-camp, for similar service; to Lieut. F. D.
Cobb, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting commissary of subsistence,
for keeping me intelligently informed of what was transpiring beyond
my immediate vision—all, for unqualified bravery, are deserving, as they
have, my warmest thanks, and the consideration of the Government.

Dr. M. G. Sherman, Ninth Indiana, surgeon of the brigade, was acting
medical dlirector of the division, and removed from my immediate notice,
yet I have reason to call favorable notice to this officer.

Lieut. J. L. Chilton, Sixth Kentucky, acting brigade quartermaster in
the absence of Captain Johnson, exercised great capacity in caring for
and keeping from the enemy the train of the brigade.

I am under many obligations to the general commanding the division
for the confidence reposed in me in vesting with me the management
of so important a portion of the field. By seizing the little crest occu-
pied by my troops early in the morning, not exceeding 2 feet in height,
and later the railroad embankment, hundreds of lives were saved, the
strength of my brigade doubled, and the position successfully held.
This will account for the smaller list of casualties than that of some
brigades which did less fighting.

I am happy to report, with some 20 miserable exceptions, no strag-
gling in this brigade.

The casualties of my personnel were as follows: The colonel command-
ing the brigade was bruised by a ball upon the shoulder, and his horse
was killed; Capt. James McCleery, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting
inspector-géneral, shot through the leg; First Lieut. William M. Beebe,
Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, aide-de-camp, wounded in the head, and
horse shot; Capt. L. A. Cole, Ninth Indiana, topographical officer,
slightly wounded in the foot; Orderly [Henry] Diedtrich, sergeant
Fourth Kentucky Cavalry, mortally wounded, and horse shot, and
Bugler Lehmann, Sixth Kentucky, horse shot.

Close observation of the conduct and character of our troops for the
past few days has confirmed me in a long-settled belief that our army
is borne down by a lamentable weight of official incapacity in regi-
mental organizations. The reasonable expectations of the country can,
in my opinion, never be realized until this incubus is summarily ejected,
and young men of known military ability and faculty to command men,
without regard to previous seniority, are put in their places. I saw
upon the field company officers of over a year’s standing who neither
had the power to or knowledge how to form their men in two ranks.

On the 2d instant my brigade was ordered across the river to support
Colonel (irose, commanding the Tenth Brigade, then in reserve to Gen.
eral Van Cleve, whose division (the only one on that side of the river)
had been vigorously attacked by the enemy. I reached the field about
4 p. m,, finding his entire division put to rout. The enemy had been
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iment during the engagement: Killed, 24 ; wounded, 122; missing, 44.
Total, 190. ]

The following is a list of those especially noted for gallantry and
ungallantry :

Tor gallant conduct: Sergts. Thomas Rodgers (color-bearer) and
William Barnes, Company H; Privates Jesse T. Beachler, Company
A; M. Morgan, John G. Fox, and John Hilliker, Company F; N.
Jones and Theophilus Phillips, Company H, and Nathan A. Carpenter,
Company I. N ] ; .

For ungallantry: First Sergt. William A. Himes, Company A ; Pri-
vates Jacob Lenhart and Martin Hart, Company F. ) )

Great praise is due both officers and soldiers for the manner in which
they sustained the first charge of the enemy, and, although compelled
to fall back, being pressed by superior numbers, still greater praise
is due them for rallying with the advance, and assisting to drive the
enemy from the ﬁe%d. bedient .

our obedient servan
-8, GITEL ’ R. W. McCLAIN,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fifty-first Regt. Ohio Vol. Infantry.

Col. STANLEY MATTHEWS, o )
Commanding Third Brigade, Third Division, Left Wing.

No. 164.

Report of Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins, Ninety-ninth Ohio Infaniry, of
engagement January 2.

HDQRS. NINETY-NINTH REGT. UHIO VOL. INFANTRY,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 24, 1863.

SIr: The following is a copy of my remarks accompanying my repox"t,
of killed, wounded, and missing of this regiment in the battle of Stone’s
River, which report was made on the 4th day of January, 1863:

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report :

* * * * * * *

The Ninety-ninth Regiment went into action on January 2 with 369 men, rank and
m%hc regiment lost, as the foregoing shows, 1 commissioned officer and 11 enlisted
men, killed; 3 commissioned officers and 41 enlisted men, wounded ; 1 commissioned
officer and 35 enlisted men are missing. Of this number some are known to have been
wounded on the field, and some to be prisoners in the hands of the encmy. .

After the regiment was compelled to fall back, I found that, with but few exceptions,
the men rallied and went back into the action. The conduct of the officers and men
of the regiment was all that could be asked, and I might do injustice to some to men-
tion particular instances of good conduct. Colonel Swaine, who was in command,
and is wounded and absent from the regiment, sends back word that he was well sat-
isfied with the conduct of all the officers and men of his command, and that they

obeyed every order which he gave, with promptness. 7. E. CUMMINS,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Ninety-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Colonel PRICE ) .
Commandi'r:g Third Brigade, Third Division, Left Wing.
There are several inaccuracies in the report made at that time. It
should have reported 12 enlisted men and 1 commissioned officer killed;

issioned officer and 29 enlisted men missing.
+ commiss J. E. CUMMINS,

Lieutenant-Oolonel Ninety-ninth Ohio.

Col. STANLEY MATTHEWS, ) o
Oommanding Third Brigade, Third Division.
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No. 165.

Reports of Brig. Gen. David 8. Stanley, U. 8. Army, Chief of Cavalry,
including skirmishes near La Vergne, December 27, at Wilkinson's Oross-
Roads, December 29, Overall’s Creek, December 31, and Lytles COreek,
January 5.

HbDQRrs. CAVALRY, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863.

MAJoOR: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen-
eral commanding the army, the following statement of the part taken
by the cavalry under my command in the advance upon and battle of
Murfreesborough :

On December 26 I divided the cavalry into three columns, putting
the First Brigade, commanded by Colonel Minty, Fourth Michigan Cav-
alry, upon the Murfreesborough pike, in advance of General Critten-
den’s corps. The Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Zahm, Third
Ohio Cavalry, was ordered to move on Franklin, dislodge the enemy’s
cavalry, and move parallel to General McCook’s corps, protecting his
right flank. The reserve cavalry, consisting of the new regiments, viz,
Anderson Troop, or Fifteenth Pennsylvania Oavalry, First Middle Ten-
nessee, Second East Tennessee Cavalry, and four companies of the Third
Indiana, I commanded in person, and preceded General McCook’s corps
on the Nolensville pike. Col. John Kennett, commanding cavalry divis-
ion, commanded the cavalry on the Murfreesborough pike. FKor the
operations of this column, and also the movements of Colonel Zahm
up to December 31, I would refer you to the inclosed reports of Colo-
nels Kennett, Zahm, and Minty.

On the morning of the 27th our cavalry first encountered the enemy
on the Nolensville pike, 1 mile in advance of Bole Jack Pass. Their
cavalry was in large force and accompanied by a battery of artillery.
Fighting continued from 10 o’clock until evening, during which time
we had driven the enemy 2 miles beyond La Vergne.

The Third Indiana and Anderson Troop behaved very gallantly, charg-
ing the enemy twice and bringing them to hand-to-hand encounters.
The conduct of Majors Rosengarten and Ward, the former now deceased,
was most heroic.

On the 28th we made a reconnaissance to College Grove, and found
that Hardee’s rebel corps had marched to Murfreesborough.

On the 29th Colonel Zahm’s brigade, having joined, was directed to
march upon Murfreesborough by the Franklin road, the reserve cavalry
moving on the Bole Jack road, the columns communicating at the cross-
ing of Stewart’s Creek.

We encountered the enemy’s cavalry, and found them in strong force
at Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads. Our cavalry drove them rapidly across
Overall’s Creek, and within one-half mile of the enemy’s line of battle.
The Anderson Cavalry behaved most gallantly this day, pushing at full
charge upon the enemy for 6 miles. Unfortunately their advance proved
too reckless. Having dispersed their cavalry, the Troop fell npon two
regiments of rebel infantry in ambush, and after a gallant struggle were
compelled to retire, with the loss of Major Rosengarten and 6 men killed,
and the brave Major Ward and 5 men desperately wounded. With the
loss of these two most gallant officers the spirit of the Anderson Troop,
which gave such fine promise, seems to have died out, and I have not
been able to get any duty out of them since.
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On 1he 30th the entire cavalry force was engaged in guarding the flanks
of the army, in position. Some small cavalry skirmishing occurred, but
nothing of importance.

At 11 p. m., the 30th, [ marched for La Vergne with the First Ten-
nessee and the Anderson Cavalry. Near that place I was joined by de-
tachments of the Fourth Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

At 9.30 o’clock on the 31st T received an order from the general com-
manding, directing me to hasten to the right. 1 made all possible
speed, leaving a strong detachment to protect the trains crowding the
road at Stewartsborough and to pick up stragglers. Upon arriving upon
the right flank of the army, I found order restored, and took position
on General McCook’s right, my right extending toward Wilkinson’s
Cross-Roads, occupying the woods about the meeting-house on Overall’s
Creek.

In this position we were attacked about 4 p. m. by a long line of foot
skirmishers. My first impression was that these covered infantry, but
1 learned soon that they were only dismounted cavalry. We success-
fully held them at bay for one-half an hour with the Fourth Mich-
igan and Seventh Pennsylvania, dismounted, when, being outflanked, 1
ordered our line to mount and fall back to the open field. The enemy
followed here, and being re-enforced by detachments of the Anderson
and Third Kentucky Cavalry, and the First Tenuessee, we charged the
enemy and put him to rout. The cavalry held the same position this
night they had taken upon my arrival upon the field.

About 9 o’clock New Year’s morning the enemy showed a line of
skirmishers in the woods to our front, and soon after brought a six-gun
battery to bear upon my cavalry. As we could not reach the enemy’s
skirmishers, nor reply to his artillery, [ ordered my cavalry to fall back.
A part of Zahm’s brigade marched this day to Nashville to protect our
train. Colonel Zahm’s report is inclosed.

January 2 and 3 the cavalry was engaged in watching the flanks of
our position. Upon the 4th it became evident that the enemy had fled.
The cavalry was collected and moved to the fords of Stone’s River.
Upon the 5th we entered Murfreesborough. Zahm’s brigade marched
in pursuit of the enemy on the Shelbyville pike—marched 6 miles, find-
ing no opposition. With the remaiunder of the cavalry I marched on the
Manchester pike and encountered the enemy in heavy force at Lytle’s
Creek, 34 miles from town. We fought with this force till near sundown,
pushing them from one cedar-brake to another, when, being re-enforced
by General Spears’ brigade of Bast Tennesseeans, we drove the enemy
ont of his last stand in disorder, We returned after dark and encamped
on Lytle’s Creek. Our troops il behaved well. —The skirmishing was
of a very severe character. The Fourth U. S. Cavalry, which was this
day first under my control, behaved very handsomwely.

Inclosed please find reports of division, brigade, and regimental com-
manders. Captain Otis’ command acted independently until the 5th in-
stant, when they came under my orders.

Inclosed find list of killed, wounded, and missing,* excepting from
Anderson Cavalry; the report of this regiment [ have not received. - A
special report of officers and soldiers deserving wention will be sub-
mitted. The duty of the cavalry was very arduous. From December
26 to Junuary 4 the saddles were only taken off to groom, and were
immediately replaced.

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 214.
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A consolidated list of casualties, including those of the I'irst Ten-
nessee, Anderson Troop, and Third Indiana, as nearly as ascertained,
will be submitted in the morning.

Respectfully submitted.

D. S. STANLEY,
Brigadier-Qeneral and Chief of Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY,
Near Murfreesborough, January 12, 1863.
Sie: Inclosed please find consolidated report, with list of commis-
sioned officers killed, wounded, and missing, in the operations before
Murfreesborough. I send it unsigned, as the general is away.
I am, your obedient servant,
WM. H. SINCLAIR,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
C. GODDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

Report of casualties in cavalry command, Fourteenth 4rmy Corps, from the advance from
Nashville on the 26th December, and including the battles before Murfreesborough.”

Killed. Wounded. | Missing. Total. Horses.
d g g d
o
Command. E & E E 'S
I o -] i o .
LR RE IR RE RN AR AR
=] R >3 ot 1=} 3
g 2|99 /€|2|€|2|8|¢g
S| R |S|R A8 |R”|H B
2d Indiana Ca.va.lrg .............. 31§ (AT - 1 13 1 ) ¢ R .
7th Pennsylvania Cavalry 4| — 9 . [/ ] A {1 1) RSSET (—"
3d Kentucky Cavalry s 1 1 7 . 1 1 9 7 15
4th Michigan Cavalry .......... : & 1 (e o 12 1 19 1 17
18t Middle Tennessee Cavalryt ... ........|...... T 5 1 8 2 13 19 8
2d East Tennessee Cavalry ... 1 > - 10 [cwosns 5 1 ) ([ T -
4th T 8. Cavalry. .cocwsummmsnss sow swegin 3 1 g p—— 12 1 L 1 ERRE— g
15th Pennsylvania Cavalry - L [szawns 1 [ 2 1 ) S
1st Ohio Cavalry ...... 3 2 1 101 t1 5
3d Ohio Cavalry ...... sl sy [ 15 locoo:
4th Ohio Cavalry ..ol e 18 |.....
50 25 6| 94 3

List of officers killed and wounded in cavalry command, Fourteenth Army Corps, Depart-
ment of the Cumberland, in operations before Murfreesborough, Tenn,

Killed.—Col. Minor Milliken, First Ohio Cavalry ; Maj. D. A. B. Moore, First Ohio
Cavalry ; Lieut T. L. Condit, Company L, First Ohio Cavalry.

Wounded.—Captain Wortham, Company C, First Tennessee Cavalry; Capt. Eli
Long, Company K, Fourth U. 8. Cavalry; Adjt. William H. Scott, First Ohio; Lieut.
Thomas V. Mitchell, Company H, Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY,
Oamp on Bradywville pike, Tenn., January 29, 1863.
COLONEL: In accordance with Paragraph 743, Army Regulations, I
have the honor to submit the names of the following officers deserving,
in wy opinion, of special notice :
Major Klein, Third Indiana, on the 27th first engaged the enemy on
the Nolensville pike, and soon put them to full flight.

* But see revised statement, p. 914,  {Fifth Tennessee Cavalry. } Surgeon.
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7. and scattering the rebel cavalry by his well and timely aimed shots.
He has on several occasions displayed talents of the first order as an
artillerist. It would not be amiss to state at this time that my entire
command were short of rations, performing duty night and day in the
wet fields, without shelter, exposed to the wet, cold, and hunger without
a murmur.

Major Paramore, of the Third Ohio, displayed great presence of mind
and determination in maintaining his position on the right flank with
his battalion to cover an ammunition train long after the cavalry on his
right had been driven away by the cnemy’s shells. I annex his report,
all of which I respectfully submit for your review.

Your obedient servant,
JNO. KENNETT,
Colonel, Commanding First Cavalry Division.
Capt. W. H. SINCLAIR.

No. 167.
Report of Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell, Battery D, First Ohio Light Artil-
lery, of skirmishes near La Vergne amd Stewart’s Oreck, December 26-
January 1.

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY D, FIRST OHIO ARTILLERY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 12, 1863.

LIEUTENANT : December 26, 1862, Colonel Kennett ordered me to
move with the First Brigade, Colonel Minty, from camp, near Nashville,
on Murfreesborough pike, toward La Vergne. Two miles {rom La

Vergne we came upon a body of Confederate cavalry, and went into ac
tion, dispersing them after firing 4 rounds. We then moved forward a

mile; we there took position on the pike and opened fire on a section of
rebel artillery, distant about a mile. I fired 60 rounds, losing, during 4
the action, 1 man killed—Private F. T. Coffin—and 1 horse disabled. =
T then moved into a field on the right of the pike and opened fire. The

enemy retired from their position to the left and rear. I then moved

to the left of the pike, and took position near a small chureh, from which -

position we fired until dark, silencing the enemy after a few rounds.
That night I encamped with the brigade on the right of the pike and 1
mile back.

From the night of December 26 to the morning of January 1, I occu-
pied different positions in and around La Vergne and Stewart’s Creek.

On January 1, moved from Stewart’s Creek to La Vergne with Colonel

Dickinson, of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, to re-enforce Colonel Tunes,

of the First Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, stationed near La 3

Vergne. About 1 mile from that place I found ‘Wheeler’s rebel cavalry

on the left of the pike. I went into action and drove them from the 4
field, and then joined Colonel Innes’ command, with whom I remained

until the 9th instant.

On the 9th instant received orders to report to General Stanley, chief
of cavalry, and by him was ordered to report to Colonel Kennett, and &

am now in camp on Manchester pike, near First Cavalry Brigade.
Very respectfully,
N. M. NEWELL,
Tieutenant, Commanding Battery D, First Ohio Artillery.

Lieut. M. B. CHAMBERLIN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division.
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No. 168.

Report of Col. Robert H. G. Minty, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, command-
ing Furst Brigade, including skirmishes at La Vergne, December 26
between Stewart’s Creek and La Vergne, December 30, at Qveralls Oreek,
December 31, and on Manchester pike, January 5. '

HEADQUART}_:RS FirsT CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to hand you the following report of the
taken by the First Brigade, First Division of the Ca%alri3 Reserve, inpglfé
operations from the advance from Nashville to and including the battles
before Murfreesborough :

I marched from Camp Rosecrans, near Nashville, on the morning of
the 26th ultimo, with the Third Kentucky, Fourth Michigan, Seventh
Pennsylvania, and one company of the Second Indiana, and reported to
Genperal Palmer, on the Murfreesborough road. In accordance with
orders received from him through the colonel commanding the division
I placed the Third Kentucky on the left and the Seventh Pennsvlvanié
on the right of the road, keeping the Fourth Michigan on the pilie with
a strong advance guard out. Ten miles from Nashville I met the
enemy’s pickets, who, as they fell back before us, were continually re-
enforced, until, arriving at La Vergne, they disputed our progress with
a force of 2,500 cavalry and mounted infantry, supported by four pieces
of artillery, under the command of General Wheeler. As the enemy
had us most perfectly in range, after some sharp skirmishing, I moved
under cover of a slight eminence, on which Licutenant Newell, of Bat.

- tery D, First Ohio, had his section planted, leaving two companies of

the Fourth Michigan, dismounted and in ambush, behind a fence to sup-
port the battery:.

! must, here wention that Lieutenant Newell did splendid service with
his two 3-inch Rodmans. Ivery shot was well planted, and he nobly
fonght the four guns of the enemy for over half an hour, when a battery
from General Palmer’s division moved up to his assistance. One of the
gunners was killed by a shell from the enemy while serving his gun.

Saturday, December 27, the Seventh Pennsylvania, under M ajor
Wynkoop, made a reconnaissance in front of General Palmer’s division
which occupied a position on the left of the line. One battalion of the
Fou_rth Mlcplgan, under command of Captain Mix, was sent out on the
Jefferson pike, and did not rejoin the brigade until the following day.
I beg to refer you to Captain Mix’s report for particulars. The Army
advanced at about 11 a. m., the Third Kentucky and one company of
the Second Indiana, under command of Colonel Murray, covering the
left flank, and the Fourth Michigan, under my immediate direction
covering the right lank. Camped near Stewart’s Creek this night. ’

Spnday, December 28, sent one battalion of the Seventh Pennsyl-
vania to relieve the battalion of the Fourth Michigan, on Jefferson pike.

Monday, December 29, army again advanced; Seventh Pennsylvania
under Major Wynkoop, on the left flank ; Third Kentucky on the righg
flank, under Colonel Murray ; Fourth Michigan in reserve ; Second In-
d‘mn@ on courier duty. Light skirmishing with the enemy all day.
l<0und‘ the enemy in position in front of Murfreesborough at about 3 p.
m. Bivouacked for the night-immediately in rear of our line of battle.

Tuesday, December 30, one hattalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania
and one of the Third Kentucky formed a chain of vedettes in rear of
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he li tle, with orders to drive up all stragglers. Under orders
g?(?nllutlgeogobligel ’commanding the division, I took the Fourth Mlch1g_ﬁn
and one battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania ba}ck on the Nashg 3
pike, to operate against Wheeler’s cavalry, who, a few hours beforo, I ]?
destroyed the train of the Twenty-eighth Brigade on the Jefferson p11 060
Between Stewart’s Creek and La Vergne I met the enemy, about
strong, and dressed in our uniforms. The Seventh Pennsylvania (gl(l)_ve
them until after dark. I reported to Colonel Walker, Thirty-first Ol 110,
commanding a brigade, and encamped with him that night, 23 miles
* La Vergne. .
so%lét;)xtlegday, Dgecember 31, under orders from Ma_]or-Genera] Roslf-
crans, I reported to Brigadier-General Stanley, chief of cavalry, w (;
came’up the same morning with the First Middle Tennessee and part o
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. Under orders from General Stanley, w’e
moved rapidly across the country toward the right of General _McOo?k 8
position (leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson, F,ourth _Mlchlga,n_(ﬁam
alry, with 120 men, to support Lieutenant Newell’s section of; artillery
at the cross-roads northwest of Stewarts Creek), the,enemy s cavalry
falling back rapidly before us. When close to Overall’s Creek our owin
artillery, in position to o&r lefté,h olgened im uisamth shell, and severely
1 man of the Fifteen ennsylvania.
W(glg)%gglg Overall’s Creek, I took up position parallel to, and three-
fourths of a mile distant from, the Nashville and Murfreesborough road.
The Fourth Michigan dismounted, forming a line of skirmishers on the
edge of the woods immediately in our front, out of which they had dnveli
a large.force of the rebel cavalry. They were supported 13y a part o
the First Tennessee, also dismounted. Captain Jennings’ battalion,
Seventh Pennsylvania, and two companies Third Kentucky, under Cap-
tain Davis, were posted in the woods to the right and in rear of the
Fourth Michigan, with the Fé)fé:genth Pennsylvania in their rear. Our
i at this time was men. i
en’%lrlz fgrrlg?ny advanced rapidly with 2,600 cavalry, mounted and dis-
mounted, with three pieces of artillery, all under the command of Gen-
eral Wheeler. They drove back the Fourth Michigan to the line of the
First Tennessee skirmishers, and then attacked the Seventh Pennsyl-
vania with great fury, but met with determined resistance. I went
forward to the dismounted skirmishers and endeavored to move them
to the right, to strengthen the Seventh Pennsylvania, but the moment
the right of the line showed itself from behind the fence where they
were posted, the whole of the enemy’s fire was directed on it, turning 1t
completely around. At this moment the Fifteenth Pennsylvania gave
way and retreated rapidly, leaving the battalion of the Seventh Penn-
sylvania and the dismouutetc)l men alénost entirely unsupported, and
i hem no alternative but retreat. .
leaw: %efl gack a couple of fields an(71 refg}irlned in rear of arising ground,
ich protected us from the enemy’s artillery.
W]?Il‘ﬁe I;ebel cavalry had followed us up sharply into the open ground,
and now menaced us with three strong lines, two directly in front of
my position and one opposite our left flank, with its right thrown well
forward, and a strong body of skirmishers in the woods to our right,
’ hreatening that flank. )
ang:nefal Stm%ley gave the order to charge, 2}11(1 he himself led two
companies (K and H) of the IFourth l}fIlchlga,n‘(Ja\"alry and about 50
men of the Tifteenth Pennsylvania against the line in front of our left,
routed the enemy, and captured one stand of colors, which was brought
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in by a sergeant of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. Captain Jennings,
Seventh Pennsylvania, with his battalion, supported this movement.

At the same time I charged the first line in our front with the Fourth
Michigan and First Tenncssee, supported on the right by a fire from
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania, and drove them from the field. The sec-
ond line was formed on the far side of a lane, with a partially destroyed
fence on each side of it, and still stood their ground. I reformed my
men and again charged. The enemy was again broken and driven from
the field.

Colonel Kennett, commanding First Cavalry Division, now arrived
on the field with re-enforcements. I held the ground that night with
the First Tennessee, Fifteenth Pennsylvania, and Fourth Michigan,
picketing the whole of my first position.

A sergeant of the Seventh Pennsylvania, who was taken prisoner by
the enemy, states that before we charged we had killed 27, including
many officers.

January 1, 2, and 3, had the brigade under arms all day, with two
regiments on picket and skirmishing with the enemy’s pickets.

Sunday, January 4, moved the brigade to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads,
and bivouacked there for the night with the Fourth Cavalry.

Monday, January 5, marched through Murfreesborough and took the
Manchester pike; 1 mile out met the enemy’s pickets; reported to Gen-
cral Stanley, who ordered an advance, and took the lead himself with
the Fourth Cavalry. After crossing a small creek, about 2 miles from
Murfreesborough, the bridge over which had been destroyed, the enemy
commenced shelling us. 1 sent the Third Kentucky well to the right
and front and the Seventh Pennsylvania to the left, keeping the First
and Second Tennessee and the Fourth Michigan in reserve. A fter some
little delay, the general again ordered an advance. I placed the five com-
panies, Fourth Michigan, on the right of the road, with one company ad-
vanced as skirmishers; the Third Kentucky on the right of the Fourth
Michigan, and the First Tennessee on the right of the Third Kentucky,
with the Second Tennessee in reserve. In this formation we advanced
through a cedar wood with a dense undergrowth, rendering it almost
mmpossible to force our way through. We had occasional skirmishing
with the enemy, who continued to shell us as we advanced.

About 6 miles out we met the enemy in force; a sharp skirmish en-
sued. The Fourth Cavalry, First Tennessee Infantry, and Seventh
Pennsylvania Cavalry were chiefly engaged on our side. The enemy
were driven from the field, and we returned within 14 miles of Mur-
freesborough and went into camp.

I beg to refer you to the reports of regimental commanders for par-
ticulars of operations of detached portions of the brigade.

Inclosed herewith I hand you a report of such officers and men as
deserve special mention; also the report of casualties.

In explanation of the large number of missing reported by the Seventh
Pennsylvania, I would call your attention to the fact that the entire of
one battalion was deployed as a chain of vedettes in rear of our line of
battle, where the right wing was driven back, and many of the men
must have been captured by the enemy while endeavoring to drive up
the straggling infantry. I have to call your particular attention to the
reports of Colonel Murray, Captain Mix, and Lieutenant Eldridge.

Colonel Murray, with a handful of men, performed services that would
do honor to a full regiment.

Captain Mix, with about 50 men, not only drove 200 of the enemy over
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close at their heels. I ordered them to right-about, which they did
bandsomely, not a man flinching or wavering in the least. They im-
mediately opened a fire upon the enemy, which soon made them leave
for the woods. . .

I soon heard firing in my rear, and sent Captain Pritchard, with his
company, back to find out the cause. As I instantly expected an at-
tack from that quarter, I called Company B in and placed them on the
bridge. They again attempted to drive us from the bridge, but our
boys were too much for them, and again drove them back under cover
of the woods. Lieutenant Leach now came in with Company H; he
had run on the party in our rear, and with 20 men drove them to the
woods, and joined my ¢cmmand. The artillery soon came up, and my
trouble was over. :

The officers and men of these four companies are deserving of great
praise. With 50 men we charged and drove for 24 miles 200 of the First
Alabama Cavalry, and held the bridge for one-half hour against the
whole regiment. The prisoners we took admit that their regiment was
all there, and another regiment in Wheeler’s brigade was 2 miles in the
rear, on Stone’s River.

I lost 3 men taken prisoners, between the infantry and my command,
«nd had 1 slightly wounded. We took from them 9 prisoners, wounded 1
ieutenant and 8 privates, and killed 1 lieutenant and 1 private. We
also took 4 horses ; two of them the infantry took possession of. We
remained on the ground over night, and were relieved by the Seventh
Pennsylvania Cavalry, when I immediately rejoined my regiment, all
right, and perfectly satisfied with my trip.

I am, colonel, your most obedient servant,
FRANK W, MIX,
Captain, Comdg. Detachment Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. W. H. DICKINSON,
Commanding Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

No. 173.

Report of Lieut. Lansingh B. Eldridge, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, of opera-
tions between Nashville and La Vergne, January 1-3.

JANUARY 7, 1863.

SIR: On the 1st day of January, instant, I was ordered by Captain
Henion to take 20 men of Company K, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, and
proceed toward Nashville as an advance guard of the train. At La
Vergne the train was attacked, and the Second Tennessee Cavalry
formed in line of battle, and I prepared to join them ; but at the dis-
charge of the enemy’s second gun the Tennessee cavalry fled, and I, with
my men, remdined alone to protect the train. I left the pike and went
to the right and passed around on to the pike again, and proceeded
with the advance of the train to Nashville, while the enemy burned a
portion of the rear of the train.

On the 3d, I left Nashville to join my regiment, and at the asylum the
train was attacked, and I was ordered up and proceeded at a double-
quick, and found that fighting was going on on both sides of the road,
and, seeing we were the weakest on the left, I formed on that side,
where a portion of the Second Tennessee Cavalry was engaging the
enemy, but as we entered the field they broke and fled, and I dismounted

R
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my men and advanced as skirmishers, leaving our horses under cover
of a hill. I followed the enemy nearly half a mile, and retook one of
our wagons loaded with ammunition, and then proceeded to join my reg-
iment, under Colonel Dickinson.

L. B. ELDRIDGE,

First Lieutenant, Company K.
ADJUTANT FOURTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY.

No. 174.

Report of Maj. John E. Wynkoop, Seventh Pennsylwamia Qavalry, fn-
cluding skirmishes on the Murfreesborough road, December 26-27 at
Overalls Creek, December 31, and on Manchester pike, January 5.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863,

SIR : I have the honor to report that on the morning of December 26,
1862, I was ordered with my regiment to move on the Murfreesborough
road, in rear of the First Cavalry Brigade, the First Cavalry Brigade
being the advance of that portion of the Army of the Cumberland.
After proceeding on the road about 6 miles, I was ordered with my entire
command to the front, with instructions to use one-half in the advance
and upon the right as a line of skirmishers, keeping the other half as a
support. In thisorder we proceeded about 3 miles, when we commenced
engaging the enemy, they falling back gradually 1 mile to a belt of wood,
where they made a stubborn stand. Here there was considerable heavy
firing, in which 3 of my men were wounded and 2 horses killed. I or-
dered one company to charge, which was done with promptness, and
which caused the enemy to retire, we pressing and skirmishing with
him until night came on.

The 27th was occupied in skirmishing on the left. No casualties in
my regiment this day. '

Sunday, December 28, but little skirmishing ; my command chiefly in
camp.

Monday, December 29, was ordered on the left of General Wood’s
division ; throwing out a line of skirmishers to the left, moved with the
line of battle. No casualties.

Tuesday, December 30, ordered to form a line of couriers from the
extreme left, connecting with those on the right, keeping a reserve in the
center, one upon the right center, and one upon the left center. These
duties were performed Dy the Second and Third Battalions, commanded
by myself, the First Battalion being with Colonel Minty upon a recon-
naissance to La Vergne; the First Battalion commanded by Captain
Jennings.

Wednesday, December 31, the First Battalion absent with Colonel
Minty; the Second and Third continuing as vedettes and couriers until
9 a. m., when our right fell back, creating much consternation and dis-
order. My vedettes and line of couriers were compelled to retire, which
was done in good order, the men rallying upon their chiefs.

My command being collected together, I used my utmost exertions
to press the troops to the front, who were coming back in much con-
fusion. Finding my endeavors almost useless, the greatest confusion
prevailing, I dispatched a courier to General Rosecrans to know what
positiox the cavalry should be assigned to. He directed me to take my
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on Wednesday morning, my officers and men, without one exception,
behaved with great coolness, and are entitled to much credit for the
determined and successful effort in preventing a disgraceful rout of a
large portion of the right wing of the army. .
1 remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
J. G. PARKHURST,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Ninth Michigan Volunteers.

Maj. GEOorRGE E. FLYNT,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

No. 187.

Report of Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Burke, Tenth Ohio Infaniry, of operations
December 31-January 22.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH OHIO VOLUNTEERS,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 28, 1863.

COLONEL : 1 begleave to submit the following report of my command,
while posted at Stewart’s Creek Bridge, from December 31, 1862, to
January 22, 1863 :

I remained at Stewart’s Creek with eight.companies of the regiment,
in charge of headquarters train, after detaching two companies of my
command, under Capt. John E. Hudson, to accompany headquarters in
the field.

On December 31, information reached me that the trains of the Twenty-
eighth Brigade had been attacked and captured near Smyrna, at 9 o’clock
in the morning of that day; and at a later hour, learning that the rebel
cavalry were destroying it, I dispatched a party to the scene, and suc-
ceeded in saving 8 wagons loaded with supplies.

I had sufficient force to have saved this train entirely, but, owing to
the extreme negligence of the quartermaster in charge of the train, in
not reporting the fact of capture to me at an early hour, the enemy were
enabled to carry away and destroy a large portion of it.

The force that attacked that train was very small, and I understand
there was a guard with it, all of whom were paroled. .

‘We were threatened with attack at the bridge during the whole day.
1 had the large train corraled in close order, and by extreme vigilance
prepared to resist any attack during the night.

A large number of stragglers came back from the front, from an early
hour of the day. I deployed a line of skirmishers across the country,
from the pike to the railroad, with instructions to shoot down every
straggler who attempted to force the line, and marched into camp at
night over 1,100 of these wen.

Regiments of stragglers were organized, officered by my own com-
missioned and non-commissioned officers, and put on duty.

On January 1,1 was re-enforced by four companies of the Fourth

Michigan Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson, and a section
of Company D, First Ohio Battery, under Lieutenant Newell.

Rebel cavalry threatened the post during the day, and their advance
guard was twice repulsed by my pickets and reserve. Concluding not
to attack at Stewart’s Oreek, this force, consisting of Wheeler’s, Whar-
ton’s, Buford’s, John H. Morgan’s, and McCann’s rebel cavalry, with
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two pieces of artillery, passedon toward La Vergne, where they attacked
Colonel Innes, First Michigan Engineers, at1 o’clock. I apprised Colo-
pel Innes of the movements of this force at an early hour.

About 1 o’clock a squadron of affrighted negroes came charging at
full gallop from Murfreesborough toward Stewart’s Creek, and with
such impetuosity and recklessness that over 100 passed the bridge be-
fore I could check the progress of the main cavalcade. They were dis-
mounted and some of them ducked by my men. This was the advance
of what seemed to me to be the whole army—cavalrymen with jaded
horses, artillery and infantry soldiers, breathless and holding on to
wagons, relating the most incredible defeats and annihilation of the
army and their respective regiments, came streaming down the road
and pouring through the woods on their way toward the bridge. In
vain did my small guard stationed on the road try to check this panic.
Officers drew their revolvers, but the fugitives heeded them not.

My regiment was in line on the hill-side, and I promptly fixed bay-
onet, marched at double-quick to the bridge, and drew up a line before-
it, sending out, at the same time, two companies, deployed as skirmish-
ers, on theright and left, to prevent the passing of the creek by fording.
The fugitives crowded in thousands, and at one time pressed closely
up to the bayonets of my men. I ordered the battalion to load, and
determined to fire if the crowd did not move back; seeing which,
many took flight back toward the front. At this critical moment I was
rendered most valuable assistance by Lieutenant Rendelbrook, Fourth
U. S. Cavalry, and his men, who were stationed at the bridge with theix
camp and train.

To him I assigned the duty of getting the stragglers into line, and
nobly did his men execute his orders. Riding through the panic-
stricken crowds, the cavalrymen drove them into a field, where a good
line was formed, and every straggler taken and made dress up. When
I had a regiment formed in this manner, I assigned it officers and
marched it across the bridge, stacked arms, and rested it. In this man-
ner I secured over 4,000 men. I must mention here the fact that the
prominent movers in the panic were the quartermasters in charge of
trains. There was only one who behaved with anything like courage
and coolness—the quartermaster of the Pioneer Brigade.

Later in the day 1 was notified by Colonel Innes that he was attacked
fiercely by rebel cavalry ; that a demand for surrender had been made
twice, and asking to bere-enforced. I promptly dispatched four compa-
nies of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry and the section of artillery (Rod-
man guns) to his assistance, and ordered them to move up at a trot, hold-
ing my own forces ready to support them.

After the lapse of two hours, during which the cannonading of Colo-
nel Innes’ stockade was kept up by the rebels (hearing the report of each
gun), Mr. Reily, a citizen, made his escape through the rebel lines, bear-
ing a dispatch from Colonel Innes requesting me tore-enforce him, and
the astonishing information that the troops I sentup under Lieutenant-
Colonel Dickinson were on their way back to me without having fired a
shot, and the rebels were burning the trains.

1 quickly decided to save the trains and leave the bridge to the pro-
tection of the regiments of stragglers, and set out at a rapid pace for La
Vergne with my own command. I met the section of artillery return-
ing, as well as part of the cavalry. I ordered them to fall in behind me,
and sent in a strong support of infantry to the guns.

The scene on the road was indescribable. Teamsters had abandoned
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their wagons and came back mounted on their mules and horses;
wagons were packed across the road, and many capsized on the side of
the pike; horses ran wild through the woods, and, although men were
allowed by me to pass as wagon guards, there were none at their posts.
They had left the road and were bivouacking in small parties in the
woods, evidently careless of the fate of the trains.

The woods toward La Vergne were filled with small bodies of rebel
cavalry, which were quickly dislodged by my skirmishers and driven off.
I reached Colonel Innes at La Vergne at 7 o’clock, and assisted him in
arranging the trains and forwarding them to Nashville.

I detached four companies of my regiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Dickinson’s command, and sent them back to Stewart’s Creek at day-
light next morning, remaining myself at La Vergne, collecting supplies
from the trains, gathering in cattle abandoned by our wen, and send-
ing them to the front.

With the remaining portion of my command I joined the garrison at
Stewart’s Creek, January 7, and immediately set to work putting it in
a defensible condition by erecting a stockade and throwing up a small
redoubt to cover the bridge.

I was relieved in command there by Lieutenant-Colonel Carroll, com-
manding Tenth Indiana Volunteers, on January 22, and reported for
duty at headquarters.

In connection with the disgraceful panic of January 1, I would men-
tion the names of the following officers: Lieutenant Gilbert, Second
Tennessee Cavalry, who had his horse hitched up to a wagon on the
road, and who abandoned it with the teamsters, joining in the stam-
pede; Lieutenant Newell, Twenty-first Wisconsin, and the regimental
quartermaster Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania, who abandoned the train
of the Twenty-eighth Brigade, and, although within my lines, never
communicated the fact of capture until it was too late to pursue the
enemy.

Out of a crowd of runaway teamsters I took the namesof four men who
cut loose their mules from the wagons and left them to their fate: Henry
W. Davis, Twenty-fifth Illinois; Scott Cunningham, Twenty-fifth Illi-
aois; Henry Denney, Fifty ninth Ohio, and Jacob Rohrer, One hundred
and first Ohio. A number of commissioned officers came back with the
men, but, on seeing the obstacles interposed to their passage, they re-
turned voluntarily to the front.

My officers and men performed their duty faithfully and strictly. 1
was rendered signal assistance by Lieutenant Rendelbrook, Fourth U. S.
Cavalry, and the non-commissioned officers and men of his command,
as also Lieutenant Maple, Anderson Troop, who, with their commands,
were constantly on duty, reporting the movements of the enemy, and
assisting in effectually checking the disgraceful and causeless panic.

I would respectfully mention the name of Captain Perkins, assistant
quartermaster, headquarters quartermaster, who evinced the utmost
zeal and vigilance, and assisted most materially in the defense of the
post, and in restoring order among the trains.

I have the honor to be, colonel, with great respect, your obedient
servant,

J. W. BURKE,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Col. C. GODDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Ohief of Staff.
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No. 188.

Reports of General Joseph E. Johnston, C. 8. Arm )
; A command
Western Department, with co;zgmtulatory g;'ders.ma i

Gonoral B . JACESON, Miss., January 6, 1863.
) I ragg reports the enemy fell back from the field of b
intrenchments, which he attacked and was repulsed. On heariﬁ?lt%;g

the enemy was re-enforced, he fell "
lowed by the Federals. ’ ell back from Murfreesborough; not fol-

T J. E. JOHNSTON.

JACESON, January 9, 1863

Colonel Ewell informs me, from Chatta : , :
X ) | nooga, that on the 31st -
e_ra].i Bragg had 35,000, including Wharton’s cavazlry. Lost 9. 0008- ?? (?(1)10
8ick, since, from exposure. We have not force enough here if the ’enémy

is vigorous. Prisoners tell General B
e ABDAIER neral Bragg of Federal re-enforcements

J. E. JOHNSTON,

The PRESIDENT, Richmond. Goneral.

) HEADQUARTERS,
L have 1 . Jackso?, via Montgomery, Jamuary 11, 1863.
ta.nooga.? Just received the following dispatch from Colonel Ewell, Chat-

The following is a summing up of what
- ] g up of what has been done, by the advice of General
o ar%gv’q slig(::e 1st of December, obtained unofficially, but directly from him, including

Morgan and Forrest have ca i i
wve captured 5,500 prisoners, killed and
:ﬁgﬁ :Ltg;le:n %n:ln amxlnugiigmx; 1ln 'Lmv%)gn:;e qnantities.’ Forres:nha::ﬁlzdﬁegféogg’t %;
splendid style. eeler and Wharton captured 1, i
Murfreesborough, and 4,000 more prisoners of > bpetecod g
less than 12,000 killed and wounded; total. 10,600 wmeurls Same place, and not
: 500 prisoners, and 14,000 kill
wounded ; 10,000 small-arms, besides 2,000 distrib tel:l ; 2nd 30 piascn of
artillery were sent to the rear, and 1,000 e oty T A 0 ploacsrof
destroyed, with a large number of mules an(;v i:;gons, o T s, coouced, ox
A L arness v i

were, at the most, 9,000 killed, wounded, and missing?eslllléei%nrg?:c}agsg?sc‘;l;x‘:g; —

General S. COOPER. J. E. JOHNSTON.

GENER
AL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS,

No. 4. Chattanoo.
, ga, Januwary 28, 1863.
_General Johnston has great satisfaction in expressi o
his sense of the high services and admirablepcondlﬁgttgfﬂgfecz[g;no(}'
'fennessee, especially in the recent operations near Murfreesborough.
n those operations that patriotic army, contending with greatly sugej
rior numbers, by its own courage, and the skill of its general inﬂict%d
upon the enemy a loss almost equal to its own number beside:s captur-
ing thirty-three cannon and a thousand wagons—an exp’loit, unparalll)eled
in modern battles. For its heroic fortitude in enduring fatigue, priva-
tion, and exposure, and bravery in battle, he can, with conﬁdence’ rom:
ise to it the thanks of the Government and gratitude of the coufllt) '
By command of General Johnston: £
BENJ. 8. EWELL,

Assist j -Gener.
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