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he trusts and believes they would scorn to appropriate anght that was
not their due.* .

Of Lieutenant-Colonel [W. W.| Floyd it is just to say that on this
field of battle he has shown himself to be a good, faithful, energetic, and
gallant officer. His cool judgment and courage, and the steadiness with
which he stood to his post in every position of his commanid, have not,
perhaps, been excelled by any officer on the field at Murfreesborough.

In the woods behind the hospital I reformed the brigade in line of
battle, and obtained a new supply of cartridges, the Seventeenth having
supplied itsclf mainly from the wagons it, captured. Captain Darden’s
battery also came up.here and took position on the left of the brigade.

About this time, finding Brigadier-General Wood falling baclk from
an advanced position on our right, T learned from him upon inguiry that
the enemy had a heavy battery in his front, which was doing much
damage. Under iustructions from Major-General Cleburne, I sent for-
ward a company of sharpshooters, under command of Captain [F. B.
Terry, of the Seventeenth, with instructions to take off the men an
horses of the battery. At the same time Captain Darden’s battery, by
direction of Major Hotchkiss, moved to the right of my brigade and into
the woods in advanee of Brigadier-General Wood’s brigade, and opened
fire on the advancing enciny, driving them back. Captain Darden re-
ports that he then moved his battery to the right into a field, in which
there was a hospital, about 300 yards from the Wilkinson pike, and, in
conjunction with two guns of, he thinks, Captain [J. T.] Humphreys’ bat-
tery, engaged a battery of the enemy, and, after ahotly contested fight,
silenced four of his guns.

In the mean time Captain Terry advanced, with his company deployed
as skirmishers, and, passing to the left of the Wilkinson pike, approached
the garden fence of the hospital to our right and frout on the north side
of the Wilkinson pike, driving from that fence the enemy’s skirmishers,
who took position in the edge of a cedar thicket, to which a heavy force
of the enemy’s infantry now advanced, when Captain Terry withdrew his
men and joined his regiment, now in motion.

In the mean time I was ordered by Major-General Cleburne to move
my brigade by the left flank across a corn-field on the north side of the
Wilkinson pike. On passing all but the right vegiment of my brigade
into the woods beyond the corn-field, I was direeted to move to the front
in support of Brigadier-General Poll’s brigade. We descended the slope
of 2 hill and entered the cedars, on & rocky acclivity some 200 yards to
the left of the position to which Captain Terry had driven the enemy’s
skirmishers. My men here opened fire, when I directed them to desist,
believing that our friends were in front of our line. Riding now in ad-
vance of the right of our line, the enemy’s fire was unexpectedly drawn.
After a fow rounds it was found that a heavy force was flanking our right,
where we were unsupported. I consequently moved my command to the
rear in good order. The TForty-fourth Tennessee Regiment reports 21
prisoners captured here. Major MecReynolds, the last field officer on duty
with the Thirty-seventh, was here mortally wounded, and Captain Jar-
nagin assumed command of the regiment. In our rear there was drawn

¥ Norg 0N ORIGINAL—In regard to the Federal hospital in controversy, it is hoped
it may be found that while this brigade captured the one known as the Jenkins house,
the other brigade captured that known as the Widow Smith’s house.

The following ufficers are known to be prisoners in Nashville: Maj. J. C. Davis,
Captain [Williun ] Clarke, Captain [G. W.] O'Neal, Second H:m:_b::aiﬂg. 'W.] Black,
Pirst Lieutenant [ H. M.] Kinsey, Lieutenant [M. P.] Marbury (not known), Seven
teenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers,
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M%rw_ﬁmﬁm.wm.vaiz al regiments, some of which, at least, belonged to some
An order now came to me from General Cleburne to move my brig:
to support General Liddell.  After wmarching some 400 wmu,mmdmw M._Hp_.muﬂ%_m_)
flank, we moved to our frout and passed norih through a long wood lof
projecting into open fields. Having received a message from General
Liddell, through Coloncl Kelly, who was wounded, to the effect that the
aid of my brigade would rout the enemy, we came up with General Lid
Qm:“m brigade on an ascent beyond the edge of the woods. General Lid-
1ell’s command now yielded the ground te my men, and reformed under
the brow of a small hill, to the top of which my command ascended
Before us was now an open field, declining in front. At the foot of the
declivity, at the distance of about 400 yards, was a battery strongly sup-
ported by infantry. My command steadily advanced, mmwm__.mm under mwo
from the battery and infantry. The battery was soon silenced, and our
men ma.ﬁ:ﬁog in double-quick time to a position behind a ».m:,oa and a
ledge of rocks. In frout, about 80 yards, was a cedar glade, in the ed .o
of which the enemy were now seen lying close together m&owm a HmmmG
of rocks. Under cover of the fence and rocks our men took ao:gnmma
aim and poured upon the cnemy a destructive fire, which was returned
with spirit. The contlict lasted some twenty winutes, when the enem
arose to retire. At this moment a volley was ,.:mn:m_.mma upon them aiﬂw
SEm.n.w:Eo effeet, and our uen rapidly advanced to the cedars, capturin
the fine battery of Parrott guns against which they had been mmrzuam
and which was now in position on the adjacent flanks of the Twenty.
third and Seventeenth Tennessee Regimeuts. The men of my bri Ew.m
then tool shelter behind the ledge of rocks at the edge of the mm.ao
and were well covered from the enemy’s fire.  All coneur in Hmcwmm%baz ;
the number of dead and wounded in the edge of the cedars as very lar, mm
Em_:uﬂqﬁ.c lying side by side along the ledge in the position they Mm“
wmmﬁ.ﬂ rﬁo await our approach, while others had fallen as they turned to
The fire was still being kept up on the part of our tr i
ohserved that the. troops on our right, :m_:.:.g_nm no_oww mqmmmﬁcﬁwmﬂ%Mwm
and red cross, were falling back, and it was reported that our right was
_.u_m;:ﬂo.a by a heavy force. A precipitate retreat imwediately ?:oam,m
My brigade having a strong position, held to it with tenacity, and aba :
doned itwith reluctance, after a delay thatled to considerable loss mHoWo
Captain [N. R.] Allen, of the Twenty-third, who was distinguished for
his Ap_cn and cooluess, fell, mortally wounded. Captain %H.,wg ] Orr, of
the Seventeentlh, was killed in the advance. The Forty-fourth lost 2 offi-
m@nm ; bﬁrm Twenty-fifth, 2 lieatenants, the celor-bearer and colors. Maj.
owcﬁ.cgwﬁm_ of the Seventeenth, with other officers and men, were here
The retreat was made without order. The lines wer 4
of different regimeunts, brigades, and divisions were momwnwwwwwﬂw,ﬂw#ﬂmw
fields. The movement was to me totally unexpected, and I have yet to
learn that there existed a cause commensurate with the aanS:a.mmo:
that eusued. At the moment in which I felt the utinost confidence in
the suceess of our arms 1 was almost run over by our retreating troops
I contended with the tide step by step, but made no impression on au.m
retreating co_c::_m until they had gained the woods, when, by calling on
a number of color-bearers, 1 suateeded in planting the oc_uon,m of several
regiments, and the nien fl :mbled upon them with ranks much
e,_.:::m;. I cannot but think fthat the whole ultimate fortunes of the
field were "ost by this backward movement, Our men were in mﬁrm oﬂ.
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the Nashville pike; some have said they were on it. The enemy’s right
was doubled back upon their center. Had we held this position the line
of communication of the enemy would have been cut. We could have
flanked them and enfiladed their whole line, which was no doubt in dis-
order. It was unfortunate that our artillery was not promptly moved
forward to support us. My battery was at this time in position, by order
of General Hardee. I do not think that our artillery was sufficiently
used on our left. General Liddell’s battery arrived on the ground, and
he proceeded to put it in position for the work to be done, but did not
succeed in time to open before the retreat commenced. Had we received
re-enforcements we might have returned and regained the ground. But
very soon the enemy planted a formidable battery on an eminence near
the railroad,sweeping all the open fields and commanding even the woods
in which our lines were formed. The enemy’s infantry was also brought
forward and posted in great strength, so as to be protected by the side
slopes of the railroad and pike, and the trees and rocks in the cedar
glade. It would then have been very hazardous to assail them with any
force by our former approach. These facts I promptly communicated
to Major [Calhoun] Benham, of General Cleburne’s staff. We now threw
forward our skirmishers to the fields, and prepared to hold our position.
Allowing for the ground we had lost, we had driven the enemy back 2
miles, and now held our position from 3 o’clock on Wednesday afternoon
until 10 o’clock on Friday night. Between the two armies and beyond
the available reach of either, the ground was strewn with the dead and
wounded, and with their arms and accouterments. During Wednesday
night the enemy’s army seemed to be busy with rapid movements of
troops, wagons, and artillery. The very commands of the officers could
be distinguished, and the rumbling of wagons seemed to commence on
their left and die away in the distance beyond their right. Toward the
dawn of day I felt confident that we could distinguish the peculiar noise
of artillery moving away, and, concluding that the enemy were in full
retreat, I stated this impression in a note to General Cleburne, with the
suggestion that our forces should be pressed forward.

The ground in front of our pickets was mainly occupied by the enemy’s
wounded and dead, and the groans of the former were appealing for re-
lief throughout the night. Earlyin the morning I took with me a num-
ber of men of the infirmary corps of my brigade, and went out on the
field to carry oft the wounded. A fire had been built for a number of
them by our pickets, but others had passed the night in the cold. We
had moved but few of them, when the enemy’s pickets fired on us, and
one of their balls struck a wounded TFederal borne on the shoulders of
our men. Again, later in the day, when one of our men, yielding to
natural sympathy excited by the continued cries of suffering humanity,
crawled to a wounded Federal, and was endeavoring to place him in a
comfortable position, the enemy’s pickets shot the good Samaritan,
wounding him in the arm.

During the night of December 31, and day and night of January 1,
and until 10 p. m. of the 2d, we remained inactive in our position in the
woods, occasionally shelled by the enemy’s batteries, and aroused by the
firing of our skirmishers in front. I suggested and urged the planting
of a beavy battery to my left and front, but my suggestions seemed not
to be approved either by artillery officers or my seniors. My own con-
vietions still approve this suggestion, convinced, as I am, that on the
field of battle there shonld be no repose, and that energetic, judicious,
persistent action affords the only reliable meaus of success. Had this
battery been planted it would have proved avery great diversion in favor
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of our attacking force on the evening of Friday, January 2, as & concen-
trated fire could have been thrown upon the enemy’s battery at, perhaps
a shorter distance than from any other battery in our lines, and we would
then have had a cross-fire upon the enemy’s strongest position.

On Friday evening I sent out, by request of Major-General Cleburne
a party of men to bring in the guns lying near our skirmishers in front,
and succeeded in bringing in a number, which were carried from the
field by the ordnance officer of the brigade, Licut. J. B. Lake. My men
also armed themselves very generally with long-range guns, by exchange,

At 10 p. m. on Friday, January 2, we were withdrawn from the left
wing of our army, and placed in support of Major-General Breckinridge’s
division, on the extreme right. Here we remained in a Leavy rain until
11 p. m. on Saturday, January 3, when our retreat commenced, and con-
tinued through the very inclement weather of the night. After dark on
the evening of the 4th we halted, and rested until 8 a. m. on January 5
within 63 miles of Manchester, a number ot my men having fallen behind
from weariness and other canses,

m:. the progress of this report the conduct of men and officers of the
brigade has been indicated with some particularity. 1 regret to state
that, especially after our first serious cohflict, a number of men fell
behind the command.

Lieutenant-Colonel [R. H.] Keeble, of the Twenty-third Regiment
Tennessee Volunteers, is especially worthy of notice for his steady
courage and the manuer in which he handled his men, and, with the
aid of good company officers, kept them together through all the move-
ments of the day of battle.

Col. John 8. Fulton and Lieut. Col. John L. McEwen, jr., of the Forty-
fourth, bore themselves gallantly, pressing forward, and encouraging
their men in all the dangers of the field.

Out of fifteen field officers, twelve were present on the field of battle
and but one of them escaped untouched in person or clothes, The m.om
ty-fonrth [Regiment] took into action 28 officers and lost 19 killed
wounded, and missing ; the Seventeenth [Regiment] took into action
41 officers, and lost 21 Lilled, wounded, aud missing; the Twenty-fifth
[Regiment) took into action 37 officers, and lost 12 killed, wounded, and
missing ; the Twenty third [Regiment| tock into action 23 officers, and
un..wﬁ 4 killed, wounded, and miseing; the Thirty-seventh took into action
25 officers, and lost 6 killed, wounded, and wissing ; general and staff
took into action 6 officers, and lost 2 Lilled, wounded, and missing.

The following are the casualties which oceurred, as determined by
comparison of surgeons’ and regimental reports:

Command.

| Miasing.

17th Tennessee . ..............
204 Tenncasea .
25th Toennessee
87th Tonnessee
44th Tennessee.
Juflerson Artille o
General and nBM«:. %

S s e R NkcEeT T TG e S — _ ..sﬁ 402! 768 &2

I cannot close my report without special notice of Capt. Put, Darden
and the battery under his command. The ability and zeal of the offf sers
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and men as exhibited in the management of the battery, and in the
efficiency and precision of its fire on this field of battle, ranks it, in
my opinion, among the best batteries with the Army of Tennessee.

My staff served faithfully and ereditably in this action. Capt. R. B.
Snowden, assistant adjutant-general, was twice struck, and had his horse
disabled, and remained actively employed on the field with the command.
Capt. William T. Blakemore, aide-de-camp, was with me everywhere on
the field, and rendered me all the assistance in his power. Capt. John
Overton, volunteer aide, was wounded, and Capt. Jo. H. Vanleer, also
volunteer aide, after having his horse disabled, fought in ranks, with a
rifle. Lieut. George H. Smith, of the regular army, and my brigade in-
spector, was wounded before he reported to me on the field.

A rough map, exhibiting the movements of my brigade and battery
in the battle before Murfreesborough, is herewith inclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, :
B. R, JOHNSON,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. IrVING A. BUCK,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 265.

Report of Lieut. James B. Lake, , Chief Ordnance Officer.
HpQRrS. ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, JOHNSON'S BRIGADE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., Januwary 23, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor of reporting that, while on the battle-field near
Murfreesborough, Tenn., December 31, 1862, I collected and turned over
to ordnance department about one hundred and sixty guns, consisting
in Enfield rifles, minie and percussion muskets. I also took from the
field one four-horse wagon complete, with fifteen boxes Enfield car-
tridges, which wagon I now have in my train.

Very respectfully, S, Tl
. B 3

First Lieut. and Chief of Ordnance, General Johnsow's Brigade.

Qapt. R. B, SNOWDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 206,
Reports of Lieut. Col. Watt W. Floyd, Seventeentl. Tennessee Infantry.

TorLrLAnonMA, TENN., January 9, 1863.

GENERAL : In obedience to Special Orders, No. —, I submit a brief
report of the part the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment took in the
battle of Murfreesborough, Tenn., on December 31, 1862,

The regiment was led into the action by the gallant Colonel Marks.
When you had put the brigade in position to move against the enemy’s
lines, the Seventeenth oceupied a position in a bottom, where a battery
had Leen captured a few minutes before by General McCown’s command,
Upon being ordered forward, the regiment advanced up a gentle slope
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to a fence on the crest of the hill. Here our skirmishers were first fired
upon, and we discovered a heavy force supporting a battery in a corn-
field immediately in front of our lines. The regiment moved up in fine
style to within 150 yards of the battery, under a galling fire from the
artillery and infantry. We halted and engaged them for some length
of time to great effect. Colonel Marks was wounded here at the first
fire, and the command then devolved upon me. The enemy’s line finally
gave way, and the order was given to charge. Never did soldiers obey
an order with more alacrity. We captured the battery (four pieces),
and drove the enemy back to the edge of a thick woodland. After pass-
ing the battery, we halted and engaged the cnemy a second time, soon
starting him back again. I ordered a second charge, which was well
executed under a heavy fire. On gaining the fence from whieh we had
just driven the enemy, I reformed the regiment. Here (he enemy made
a very stubborn stand, taking shelter behind the trees and logs; here
my left suffered severely from an enfilading fire. The enemy’s line had
not given way on my left. He occupied the opposite side of the fence
from me, not exceeding 60 yards from me. Colonel Keeble, with his
noble little band, came soon to our relief, with General Liddell on his
left. T discovered that the right wing of the brigade was still held in
check some distance in our rear by the enemy, strongly posted in a wood
in front of it; but my men were so anxious to go forward that I ordered
them to elear the wood in front. So soon as [ saw the enemy’s line
break to my left, we kept up a running and a very destructive fire
through the wood, which was, perhaps, some 300 yards.

On emerging from the woods, I discovered a Federal hospital imme-
diately in front, and one piece of artillery just at the left of it, which
was silent, and a battery of four pieces about 300 yards to the right.
The regiment at this point made a half-wheel to the right, seven com-
panies passing to the right and three companies to the left of the hos-
pital. The battery that was on my right was playing on the right of
the brigade, and seemed not to discover us. On passing the hospital
and clearing the fences, I discovered the enewy in force forming about
300 yards in front of me. I ordered a halt and reformed the regiment,
having passed some 50 yards to the rear of the battery that was on my
right, and not more than 150 yards distant, but a slight elevation of
ground ooncealed it from me. It silenced, though, about this time, and
moved off to my right, leaving behind one piece, There we captured 2
wagouns, well loaded with ammunition for small-arms, and 8 mules. Af
the hospital we captured a large number of prisoners, besides quite a
number in the woods, alluded to beretofore ; I thinkin all not less than
200 unhurt (my officers think more), besides killing and wounding a
great number. Many of the wounded had already been collected at the
hospital for treatment.

My regiment was fired upon after clearing the woods by a party of
Federals posted in a cotton-gin about 70 yards in front of the Lospital,
and my men returned the fire, killing several of them. The enemy con-
tinued to fire upon our line, particularly the left wing, until we had
passed the hospital. I feel very certain that my regiment was first at
this hospital. At the time I ordered the charge into the woods in front
of it, 1 was at least 76 yards in advance of any troops on my left. We
passed through the woods very rapidly, and we certainly had less space
to pass over in getting there than any regiment on our left. A fter pass-
ing the hospital and reforming the regiment, we occupied a position
nearly out of sight of it. I found upon examination at this point that
our stock of ammunition was nearly exhausted. We replenished from
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the captured wagons by using all that would fitour guns. We remained
here full half an hour before any support came up, Colonel Keeble com-
ing first of your brigade. After you reformed the brigade at this point
to make a second advanee in line, my regiment had but little to do with
the enemy until after 12 o'clock, except Captain [I". B,] Terry’s com-
pany, which was thrown forward as skirmishers near the Federal hos-
pital, north of the Franklin pike. Here Captain Terry drove back the
enemy’s sharpshooters, killing several and having several of his own
men wounded.

The next thing worthy of note was when you brought up your brigade
to support General Liddell. In that action my regiment came up with,
I think, the Second Arkansas Regiment in a wood lot. That regiment
was driving the enemy slowly, but surely, before it. On reaching the
fence on the north side of the lot, this regiment faced about and retired
through my lines. I immediately gave the command forward, and nobly
and gallantly did the boys clear the fence. This brought us into an
open field in plain view of a fine battery of the enemy’s guns, down at
the foot of the hill (we oceupied the top), distant about 500 yards. This
battery was supported by a heavy line of infantry. The retreating force
that Liddell had been driving made one stand against us before reach-
ing the bottom of the hill and did us serionsdamage. I halted the regi-
ment about half way down the hill, and gave the enemy a few rounds.
Meanwhile his battery was playing heavily upon us, but the well-directed
fire of our boys soon drove the gunners from their picces and stopped
the trouble from that quarter. Scarcely had I given the command ¢ for-
ward” before I perceived the boys going at a double-quick for the bottom
of the hill,

In this charge I lost Captain Orr, killed, and several others wounded.
On reaching the foot of the hill, I halted the regiment, discovering a fine
position behind a fence in some sinks or basins, bordered by rocks, &e.
The men promptly took advantage of these things, and commenced pour-
ing a deadly fire into their ranks as they were lying in theedgeof a cedar
glade. The distance between our lines ranged from 75 to 100 yards, or
less. Here my boys commenced the work of destruction in good earnest.
Never have I seen such cool, deliberate aim taken in battle. The enemy
stood the fire well, and returned it briskly, but with little effect. The
engagement at this point lasted some thirty minutes, when the enemy
arose to retreat, but a deadly volley from our boys prevented most of
them from escaping. Another ¢ forward,” and the boys soon ocenpied
the ground the Yankees had just left.

In this charge we gained full possession of the fine battery that had
annoyed us so but a short time betore. My men took a position behind
a ledge of rocks that bordered the cedar glade, which afforded a fine
shelter from the enemy’s bullets. Along the edge of the cedar glade
was the greatest destruction of Yankees I have seen on any battle-field.
1 do not claim for my regiment full credit for taking the battery cap-
tured at this point. Colonel Keeble did some effective work here, al-
though the battery was opposite the left wing of my battalion. The
position I occupied at this point I considered a very safe one, believing
that we could hold it against any reasonable force with but little cost;
but after remaining there for some time, I was notified that the right
was rapidly giving way. On looking in that direction, I saw the bri-
gade on the right of yours had fallen back considerably, and that the
right wing of your brigade was falling back also. I turned to the left,
and found it giving back, too. I immediately ordered my command to
fall back to the fence, which they did in good order, many of them
taking the position again from which they had done such noble work a

CHar, XXXIL.) THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 885

little while before, and commenced firing. But no one seemed dispose
to stop and support me, and I ordered my men to fall back as rapidly
as possible. But by this time the enemy had got so near that I knew
my men would suffer severely, having to fall back through an open field
for some 500 yards before getting out, of danger, and that up hill. The
men were nearly exhausted from six or seven hours’ hard fighting and
maneuvering.

I herewith submit a list* of casualties; the list of missing, I am sure,
not large enough by one-half to cover the real loss.

Too much praise cannot be awarded the officers and men who fought
under my command on that memorable day. The officers all did their
duty nobly ; the men gallantly, bravely, effectively.

I cannot close this already too tedious report without making special
mention of our color-bearer, W.T. Jones, who was lost on the last field.
He carried the colors well to the front through every engagement and
every charge. A braver, better soldier never went forth to battle, or
offered up his life a sacrifice to the cause of justice than W. T. Jones.

Respectfully submitted.
WATT W. FLOYD,

Lieutenant Colonel, Comdg. Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment.
Brig. Gen. B. R. JOENSON.

TuLLATOMA, TENN., March 18, 1863,

GENERAL: I submit some additional facts in regard to the hospital
that I claimed in my report of the battle of Murfreesborough as having
been captured by the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment.

If any Confederate troops reached that hospital before the Seven-
teenth Tennessee Regiment, I cannot nnderstand when or how they got
in advance of us. When wo started into the last skirt of woods, which
lies south, or, rather, west of south, from the hospital, the enemy on our
left were nearly on the same line with my regiment and enfiladed our
line. General Liddell was some distance to the left and rear of my
regiment. Colonel Keeble, whose regiment was on the left of our bri-
gade, says that about this time General Liddell’s brigade had separated
from him some distance, and seemed to be moving still farther to the
left. I ordered the ¢forward?” here as soon as the enemy gave way on
my left, as stated in my report. I know that my regimentat this point
was in advance of any other portion of our line that wasin sight of me.
Every officer in my regiment who went through the fight will corrobo-
rate this, as well as any other statement I shall make,

On entering the woods above mentioned, my line was perpendicular
to the lane which passes to the left and near by the hospital. Had my
regiment continued to march straight forward it would have passed to
the left of the hospital, but just before leaving the woods the regiment
made a half-wheel to the right. Now, I am perfectly satisfied that it
was impossible for General Liddell's brigade (or any part of it) to start
on my left and rear, as it did, separated from me, as it was, by more
than the length of Colonel Keeble’s regiment, and enter the woods west
of south from the hospital, make the circuit on the large exterior curve,
which it must have done in the face of the enemy, and yet reach the hos-
pital by this lengthened route before the Seventeenth Tennessee Regi-
ment (lid, moving, as it did, on the interior curve rapidly and without
haltinyg, After passing from the woods west of south from the hospital,
the Seventeenth Regiment was fired on by the Yankees from both sides

* Embodied in No. 191, p. 650,
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of the old gin-house and the hospital, and this regiment continued to
return a brisk fire until a white flag was violently waved by a Yankee
advancing from the hospital. The firing pretty well ceased in the reg-
iment after this white flag was exhibited, and two companies (Captains
[T. H.] Watterson’s and [G. W.] McDonald’s) passed through the yard
ol the hospital and on both sides of it, and Captain [U. C.] Harrison’s
company passed eutirely on the left of the yard. hen the regiment
reached the hospital, a brisk fire was again opened upon some Yankees
who were running toward the Wilkinson pike, but particulaily on some
Yauvkees who were trying to get off some ammunition wagons which the
Seventeenth Regiment captured, and from which the men of that regi-
ment filled their boxes. Captains Watterson’s and Mc¢Donald’s com-
panies fired from the yard fence in rear of the hospital upon the Yankees
retreating toward the pike. After we had entered the woods beyond the
hospital, we halted and the regiment was reformed. After we had been
reformed about twenty minutes, a Iederal officer came galloping up
from our left, apparently thinking we were Yankees, and we captured
him and hishorse. The capture was made by Lieutenant [M. W.] Blacl,
of Company E, Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment. The enemy were
now in full view near the Wilkinson pike.

Now, it is proposed to deny, in the face of the men and officers of the
Seventeenth [Regiment] who were engaged, that any such a conflict as
described occurred at the point indicated. It is claimed that the Sec-
ond Arkansas Regiment was the first to reach this hospital, and that
therewas no fighting about the hospital afterward. Private Elder,of the
Second Arkansas Regiment Infantry, left to guard the hospital by Gen-
eral Liddell, states that, with Private Faidley, he took possession of the
liospital, which he understood was the residence of a. Mr. Griscom, and
that he did not see General Johnson’s brigade until some time after he
Lad been stationed there, when Genoral Liddell’s brigade had passed to
the front, and that there was no fighting at or about the Lospital at that
time. Private Faidley, of Company D, Second Arkansas Regiment, says
Le saw the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, General Johnson’s bri-
gade, come up within 75 yards of the hospital about fifteen minutes after
General Liddell’s brigade passed. Thus it is proved that the Seven-
tcenth Regiment had no couflict at the hospital, and that it reached the
hospital after General Liddell’s brigade had passed. This, [ must be
permitted to say, proves too muech. No combinations of proof can dem-
onstrate to the officers and men of the Seventeenth Regiment that they
did uot have a fight in and about the yard of the hospital.

The simple explanation of all this, and the fact that the Second Ar-
kansas Regiment had men wounded and killed near the hospital, is to
me plainly as follows: The Seventeenth Regiment, after passing the
liospital, entered the woods beyond, obliquing considerably to the right,
and the regiment was here reformed, with the left resting about 76 or
100 yavds to the right of and beyond the hospital. In this position, and
after the regiment had passed the hospital, the half of the right com-
pany of the Second Arkansas Regiment might, perhaps, have passed to
the right of the hospital without touching or seeing the Seventcenth
Teunessee Regiment. The enemy were still in the woods, and might
bave wounded and killed men of the Second Arkansas Regiment by
firing from the left, and, perhaps, the front of the hospital. By no otler
method can it be explained how Privates Elder and Faidley failed to
witness the conflict which the Seventeenth Regiment had at the hospi-
tal. The regiment which these men saw approach was the Twenty-
third Regiment, or, perhaps, some other regiment of our brigade, which
came up over half an hour after the Seventeenth Regiment passed the
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hospital. And I quite agree with Private Elder, of the Second Arkan-
sas Regiment, that there was no fighting at or about the hospital after
he was placed there. In common with the officers of my regiment, I am
satisfied that there could not have been any Confederate soldiers guard-
ing the hospital at the time we passed it. Indeed, it is evident, from
the nature of our conflict at that point, that no Confederate soldiers
could have been there at that time.

As already stated, the enemy was in full view near the Wilkinson
pike when we halted beyond the hospital. Feeling apprehensive that
the enemy might charge upon us, I sent Lientenant [J. D.] Floyd back,
some twenty winutes after we halted, to bring up any of onr men who
might be at the hospital. He stated that he saw nothing but Yankees
there, and that General Liddell’s brigade was then being formed in rear
of the fence which runs on the north side of the large cotton-field on the
left of the hospital. Captain Watterson,of the Seventeenth [Regiment],
states that, in passing the hospital at the time when the regiment first
came up to it, he got a drink of water from one of the surgeons. The
surgeon made some complaint about the hospital having been fired into,
but said he could not blame us, as the hospital had not been properly
prepared.

It may be proper here to state that the hospital is named on the en-
gineer’s maps of the field of battle as the Jenkins house, and not as Mr.
Griscom’s house.

The following statement, made by Captain Terry, will exhibit ¢ircum-
stantially the length of time which must have elapsed after the capture of
the hospital by the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment before General
Liddell’s brigade came up to it :

_ When the Beventeenth Tennessee Regiment halted in the woods beyond the hospital,
its mEaE were thrown out and the lino dressed. I then visited the captured wagons,
loaded with ammunition, and returned to my company. I thensent Lieutenant [J. H.]
Hastings, Company A, Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, back, on foot, to Brigadier-
General Polk’s skirmishers, who were advancing on our right, to inform them where
we were, that they might not fire on us. Lieutenant Hastings went to the rear, got
on a stump to attract the attention of the skirmishers, and was fired at. He then re-
turned to his regiment. I now took the horse captured by Lientenant Black and the
colors of the regiment, and rode back tonotify our forces, which were advancing, that
the Seventeenth [Regiment] wasin front. I communicated with one of the regiments
of General Polk’s brigade and returned to my regiment, I then went to the hospital,
passed through the yard into the first ficld on the left of the lane and north of the
woods already indicated as being west of south from the hospital, met Brigadier-Gen-
eral Johnson here, and notified him where the Seventeenth Tennessee was. Met a bat-
tery ; asked some one who seemed to be connected with it (think it was the captain)
whose battery that was, and was told that it belouged to General Liddell's brigade ;
then saw the infantry of this brigade near the fence on the north side of this first
field—the large cotton-field. I am satisfied this was at least half an hour after we
halted. 1passed on and met the rest of Jolinson’s brigade just moving ont of the woods,
told them where the Seventeenth [Regiment] would bo found, returned to the regi-
ment, and remained there some minutes, during which ti tho Fifth Confederate
Regi nont passed nr_.::w__ our lines, which was still halted. I then took 3 men from
my company, went to the nsw.::.nm ammunition wagons, and got three boxes of car-
tridges. While there, Brigadier-General Polk sent somo men to guard the ammuni-
tion wagons. They fold me that General Polk bad ordered them not to allow any
ammunition to be taken out of the wagons, I replied that I had already as much as
I wanted. I then returned to my company and went to the hospital; found General
Liddell at the yard gate which faces toward the Wilkiuson pike. As I rode up, Gen-
eral Liddell asked a major of his brigado if he was too badly wounded to goon in the
tight. The majorreplicd that he was not, and that he would goou. The general then
told the major to go ahead to his regiment. The gencral then ordered the Confederate
soldiers that were in the yard to go to their regiments ; spoke to one particular soldier,
and, pointing to him, told him togo to his regiment. Tle soldier replied,  You, Gen-
eral Liddell, just placed me here on guard.” The general then said. ¢ Well, remain
there.” At this time General Liddoell’s brigade had passed into the second field on the
left, was advancing, and was nearly through it.
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sn the Seventeenth Regiment passed the hospital, the companies
stains Watterson and MeDonald passed through the yard of the
al, and Captain Harrison’s passed entirely on the left of the yard,
ber of men of that company passing along the lane, and, as has
y been shown, the firing was commenced again in rear of the hos-
General Sill’s body was found not far from the hospital, * near
1ce or lane,” in the words of Colonel Govan, of the Second Arkan-
:giment.
7, the foregoing statements having, in my mind, conclusively estab-
the fact that the Seventeenth Regiment captured the Federal
al at the Jenkins house, and that it reached that house some thirty
35 before any other troops, I cannot resist the conviction that the
silities quite as much indicate that it was the Seventeenth Regi-
vhich killed General Sill as that any other regiment did it. Until
facts are developed in reference to this matter, I am disposed to
that no regiment can establish this claim in its own favor. Sill
have been killed by the Seventeenth [Regiment] from the fence
me in rear of the hospital, or he might have been killed by the
1 Arkansas Regiment, which came up some thirty minutes later.
»ody was found on the right of the lane, near the fence, and about
ds in rear of the hospital, and it appears exceedingly probable that
3 killed by the Seventeenth Regiment firing from the fence in rear
hospital. This is the impression prevailing in the Seventeenth
ssee Regiment.,
naking the foregoing statement, I profess to be actuated by a sim-
sire to do justice to all parties concerned. I would rather suffer
injustice to myself than to do injustice to a fellow soldier. I am
ied to submit the foregoing facts, with any counter statements that
e made, to the decision of the impartial tribunals into whose hands

1ay be destined to fall.
WATT W. FLOYD,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment,

[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS JOINSON'S BRIGADE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., March 20, 1863.
spectfully request that this communication may be forwarded to
wr Department as a part of the report of the services of my brigade
battle of Murfreesborough,
1y here add that John Wilson, a private of Company A, of Sev-
th Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, was wounded near this Fed.

)spital.
B. k. JOINSON,
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army.

No. 267,
ort of Lieut. Col. R. H. Keeble, Twenty third Tennessee Infantry.

JANUARY 5, 1863.

following report of the part taken by the Twenty-third Tennessce
ient in the battle of Murfreesborough is respectfully submitted :
ring been changed from the right to the left wing on the evening
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before the batt e, its position was in an open field, the left resting upon
the road leading to the McCullouch house. On the morning of the bat-
tle, the brigade and division made a vight-wheel, in doing which it passed
the house above referred to and continued to wheel and march until its
course was almost at right angles with the one it held the evening before,
marching in its wheel through a large corn-field and a meadow. Down
on the edge of the meadow and to our right before we completed the
wheel were stationed some of the enemy’s sharpshooters, who opened
upon us, doing, however, no damage. Having completed the wheel, we
marched forward, obliquing to the right to avoid lapping General Lid-
dell; we marched through a hedge-field grown up with cedar under-
growth until we reached a large corn-ficld. Here we received a most
terrific fire from the enemy of canister, grape, and small-arms. The
enemy (from where we received this fire, which lasted some time, and
wounded [several] of the regiment) were within a thicket beyond the
corn-field, considerably to my left and in front of General Liddell. We
passed through the corn-field into an open wood, under fire of the ene-
my’s battery, to our left, and small-arms. During all this time the
enemy were concealed in the bushes, and but little, if any, firing was done
on our part. Having gotten down into the woods, I was told by General
Johnson that I was too far to the right, when I moved by the left flank
across aroad into an open fleld, faced to the front, and, forming with the
rest of the brigade, marched through a skirt of wood across a road,
leaving a hospital and old gin-house to ourleft. Here a change of front
was made upon the First Battalion. When this was done we marched
into an open field, then by the left flank across a road and into another
open field. The énemy were evidently within this field, upon the brow
of the hill; their battery was throwing shells upon us from there. From
this field we moved by the left flank into Lthe open woodsopposite a cedar
glade. We here haltedand faced the cedar glade, marched into it a piece,
and had a sharp brush with the enemy, who were beyond the cedar glade
in a field, and marched by the flank toward our left. General Polk’s
brigade in the mean time had fallen back and taken position on our left.
We then moved farther to the left, and, again facing to the front, marched
through an open corn-field, fighting the enemy during the time. Wae
halted at the far end of the field, having driven the enemy to the edge
of the glade. Here the action continued for about an hour, when the
enemy fled into the glade. Timmediately advanced to his battery which
he had left, when we received a heavy fire from them, concealed in the
midst of the glade. It was here that Captain [N, R.] Allen, who deserves
to be especially noted for his bravery, gallantry, and coolness, fell, mor-
tally wounded. While they were firing upon us, and we were unable to
get to them or see them on account of the mszam_._mnoﬂ? my attention
was called to the fact that our right had fallen back. We then fell back
also, intending to reform at our old position at the fence, which, how-
ever, we found occupied by a portion of General Liddell’s command (I
think). We then fell back to the skirt of woods and reformed. The
firing soon after ceased, and nothing else occurred.
Most respectfully,
R. H. KEEBLE,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Twenty-third Tennessee.
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Twenty-third Regiment of Infantry :
Lieut. Col. R. H. Keeble. Private H. C. Haynes,” Co. E.
Capt. W. H. Harder, Co. G. Private 8. M. Foster, Co. C.
Capt. N. R. Allen, Co. E. Private Jasper M. Harris,* Co. F.
Private W. M. Haynie, Co. A. First mm..nmw Willian K. Kelly, Co. G.
Private W. J. Pennington, Co. B. Corpl. L. W. Jernighan, Co. H.
First Sergt. J. N. Holt, Co. D.

Twenty-fourth Regiment of Infantry:
Private R. H. Jones, Co. A.
Private Willis P. Jones, Co. B.
Private J. M. Sullivan, Co. C.
Bergt. W. H. Lofton, Co. D.
Private William Jordon, Co. E.

Twenty-fifth Regiment of Infantry :
This regiment declined making any selections.

Twenty-sixth Regiment of Infantry :
Private James Deatherage,” Co. A.
Private John H, Edw Co. B.
Private William T. Williams,* Co. C.
Private Wesley Collins, Co. D.

Private William L, Rice, Co. E.

Twenty-eighth wamEmhﬁ_ of Infantry :
Capt. Franklin Fowler, Co. 1.
First Lieut. James M. Woﬁau Co. B.
Private Elijah W. Greer, Co. A.
Private Thomas W. Patton, Co. B.
Private Lafayette Chilton, Co. C.
Private James A. Rash, Co. G.

Thirty-third Regiment of Infantry:
Corpl. J. W. Mosier, Co, A, Bergt. Q@ouw T. Parham,* Co. F.
Private T. E. Mercer, Co. B. Private W. . Gauntlett, Co. Q.
Soergt. J. C. Stublefield, Co. C. Private J. L. Mizoll,* Co. H.
Private W, J. MoDaniel, Co. D. 8Bergt. J. B. Hays,* Co. I.

Private E. M, Arnold, Co. E. Privato J. D, Hill, Co. K.

Thirty-seventh Regiment of Infantry :
Maj. J. T. McReynolds.
Forty-fourth Regiment of Infantry:

Col. John 8, Fulton.

Liout. Col. J. L. McEwen, jr.
Maj. H. C. Ewin.

Capt. Samuel Jackson, Co. L.
Private James D. Stone, Co. B.

Forty-fifth Regiment of Infantry :

Private A. W, Loftin, Co. A. First Sergt. L. P. Cawthon,* Co. F.
Private J. H. Henderson, Co. B. Private A. T. Lanom,* Co. G.
Private J, E. Watkins,* Co. C. Corpl. B. A, Baird, Co. H.

Corpl. P, C. F. Miller, Co. D. Sergt. Hugh Hope, Co. L

Private James Flowers,* Co. E. Private John N. Williams, Co. K.

Steuben Artillery :
Private James L. Gibbs.*

Color-bearer Cuthbert Ferrell, Co. F.
Sergt. G. W, Anderson, Co. G.
Private Allen W, Williams, Co. H.
Private R. A. Dean, Co. I.

Private Andrew J. w_.ueaanm, Co. K.

Private William Wright, Co. F.
Private A. M. Bronson, Go. H.
Private ﬁ..uu.,umgs Fuller, Co. I.
Private John Alford, Co. K.

Color-bearer Houston B. Graves, Co. F.
Corpl. John F. Moore, Co. G,

Private Pinkney Craighead, Co. H.
Sergt. Claiborne D. Griffith, Co. L.
First Sergt. J. R. Pirtle, Co. K.

Private 8. G. Heflin,* Co. C.
Corpl. John W. Gill,* Co. F.
Corpl. J. D. Crenshaw, Co. H.
Corpl. Isaac 8. Berry, Co. I.
Private J. M, Sellers, Co. K.

Texas.
Ninth Regiment of Infantry :
Lieut. Col. M. A. Dillard.
Private F. M. Bellman, Co. A.
Private John Bradshaw, Co. C.
Private T. J, Cox, Co. D.
Bergt. J. C. Hamilton, Co. E.
Companies B and I declined making selections.

Private J. M. Byrd, Co. F.

Private D. F. Moore, Co. G.
Private M. H. Dixon, Co. H.
Sergt. G. W. Bodford, Co. K.

* Killed in action.
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Tenth Regiment of Cavalry (dismounted):

Private Alexander Cook, Co. A. Private W. W. Corley, Co. F.
Private F. M. Rodgers, Co. B. Private Stokely Hutchins, Co. G,
Bergt. J. T. McGee, Co. C. Private J. O, Manning, Co. H.
Sergt. A. Bims, Co. D. Private Joel Reynolds, Co. I.
Private James Terry, Co. E. Private 8. L. Birdwell, Co. K.

Fourteenth Regiment of Cavalry :

Private W. R. mnnpﬂm Co. A. Private William Spencer, Co. F.
Private Jordon We oro_._ Co. B. Private George P, Woodall, Co. G.
Private Thomas A. Latimer, Co. C. Private William Hull, Co. W
Private William D. Melton,* Co. D. Private Richard Stiles, Co. I.
Corpl. John H, Wyche, Co. E. Private J. V. Keil, Co. K.

Thirty-second Regiment of Cavalry (formerly Fifteenth) :

OQ._.E.uwBoab.woo—.P.oo.m. Mﬁamanrm.r.nﬁﬂamco.n.
Private James W. Clark,* Co. G. Private E, Watson, Co. L.

The other companies declined making selections.
Ninth [Fifth] Confederate Regiment :

Qo—..«.b..mn.xwaogsn&um. m_._nmnmono.ﬁignrwwmaoo.ﬂ.
Capt. Joseph mm Beard. Private bwoun Hogan, Co. m
First Bergt. William Powers, Co. A. Private Curran Kenny, Co. F.
First Sergt. John Price, Co. B. Private Luther Hessey, Co. G.
Private Hugh McHugh, Co. C. Bergt. A. P. Burns, Co. H.
Captain Douglas’ battery:

Corpl. W. L. Waita.

* B L] * . . °

By order:

8. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

JANUARY 8-14, 1863.—Wheeler's raid, including affairs at Mill Creek,
Harpeth Shoals, and Ashland, Tenn,

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans, U, 8. Army.

No. 2.—Chaplain Maxwell P. Gaddis, Second Ohio Infantry,

No. 3.—Burg, Luther D. Waterman, Thirty-ninth Indians Infantry.
No. 4.—Brig. Gen. Robert B. Mitchell, U. 8. Army.

No. 5.—General Braxton Bragg, C. 8. Army,

No. 1.
Report of Maj. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans, U. 8. Army.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 15, 1863.
GENERAL: Supposing it well to furnish the Department evidence of
the inhuinan violations of the rules of civilized warfare by the rebel
authoritiesy I inclose copies of the lists of our medical officers who were
robbed of their private and personal property at the late battle, and
statement of Chaplain Gaddis, who was on a hospital boat that was fired

* Killed in action,






