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Saturday Jan. 10" 1863
Camp East of Murfreesboro.
Dear Parents and Relatives

To day | think will be a leisure one for me. As there seems to not be any signs of a stir. & to imply myself
in a very good undertaking | will try and write some letters. & the first one | will commence to my much
loved Parents.

| will give an account of the whole fight and the detail of our march from Nashville here. Which no doubt
will be as interesting to you as any thing | could pick for a subject. You most likely have heard or read a
great deal in the papers about. | know about as much about it as any one. except the official reports of
the killed & wounded you will know then more correct than I. | will commence with the morning we left
Nashville and write the words as it is in my diary.

Extracts from my Diary commencing with Friday Dec. 26" 1862.

This morning we marched at 9 AM. Our Reg. in the rear guarding the waggon train. (These events are
connected mostly with our Reg you’l understand)It rained most of the day & it was some windy. We had
three days rations in our haversack. one large blanket & over coat besides our guns and accoutrements
which made nearly a load for us. It was very slow marching. We got into camp about 9 P. M. still raining
& not any tents.

Saturday Dec. 27" 1862.

This morning it was very foggy & we could not see very far. But for all that the rebels sent some shell
and solid balls very near us some so near as to wound some of the men in the reg. joining ours. We
were about 2 miles from Laverne. Our men drove the rebels from this place

2nd

last night. the 26™ 0.V. made a charge and sent them howling. But they (the 26™) lost 25 men killed &
wounded. | must leave now, as we have got to go with the forage train. Oh! Pshaw. And it is raining
like split. C.H. Nickerson

Well you see | had to leave in a hurry but | am back again & have time to write some before dark. We
went out about 4 miles & confiscated some forage & a quantity of chickens & turkey. | got one chicken
& an old whaler of a gobbler. He will weigh 25 Ibs. dressed. | tell you the people do suffer here the
secesh army takes all they can spare leaving only enough to keep them through & then we come along
& take the rest. We'll take the secesh out of here I'll bet. It did not rain much to day is quite pleasant
to. There is 5 of us in this soup we have got two turkeys & one chicken for supper & breakfast.

Diary Continued

Dec. 27" Con. We have provisions made for our sick (or those that are not very well). We have tents
one large tent for a Reg. | have worn the skin off one of my feet very bad so it was very painful walking,
the surgeon gave me a pass to ride to day. We have orders to move at any moment. We are waiting for




McCook to advance a little farther on our right. There was every indication of a fight today the rebels
acted as if they would make the attack. | saw Genl. Rosecrans yesterday for the first time. His body
guard is about 1 mile in length. We march on at 11 A.M. there was some skirmishing all day. There was
some cannonading on the right of us this morning. It rained most of the day. | saw one cedar tree about
two feet in diameter that a cannon ball pierced it through the center. We advanced about 6 miles today
& camped near a creek | do not know the name of it.

3rd

Most of the houses were burned in Laverne. What were not burned we made use of for hospitals. We
took some prisoners to day. Our Division was ahead.

Sunday Dec 28" 1862

The right wing of our Reg. had to go on picket at 1 o’clock this morning my foot being so sore | was
excused. The left wing relieved the right this morning at 9 A.M. It is a very pleasant morning. My foot is
ginty sore this morning. All is quiet this morning. We were in readiness to move at daylight this morning.
But the sacred Sabbath day is to be observed for once in this department by Genl Rosey’s order. It is all
most the first time to | might say with us to. It seemed more like Sunday to day everything was quiet no
cannonading was to be heard, the effect was great every one seemed to know it & think of it.

Our men in the 51° Ind. Reg. our Brigade got some fire arms & swords to day across the creek that the
rebels had to leave.

Monday Dec 29" 1862

We were ready to move at daylight this morning. Genl. Negli is to cross the creek first & we are to
support him if needed. But it is not needed the enemy had gone. Before we attempted to cross we
shelled the woods some to feel of them. We got no reply so we advanced. After we crossed We formed
in line & moved on. Our Brigade occupying the extreme left after we had crossed the creek % mile
skirmishing commenced but our pickets have them without any trouble with the assistance of a shell
from our well directed cannon. We went about 2 miles & it began to get quite warm & we advanced
more pickets Our Co. was out as skirmishers all day but there was no lines in front of us so we did not
get a chance to fire much. We had to ford a creek several times. We got within 2 % miles of
Murfreesboro to night, just at dark we crossed
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the creek. We wanted to get position of the hill on the opposite side. The rebels were getting quite thik
by this time. We went across driving them in fine style to the top of the hill. We had to go through a
cornfield which was on the side hill. It was so dark we could not see any one over 4 or 5 rods but the
balls whistled & we could see the flash of their guns most to plain to suit me. But we had gone as far as
was practicable. We had reinforcements as skirmishers but they played bad with us they came up in our
rear & commenced firing into us. They were from the 13" Mich. Reg. they wounded one of our men but
not seriously. He was a sergeant & was acting orderly for the Major Com__g the skirmishers & was on
horseback. One man close by me was struck by a ball on his cartridge box & knocked him down it went
through the box & his clothes & stoped. We were ordered to halt & our boys were ordered to retire we
did so a short distance to a little wood. We could hear the enemy give commands & were marching up
to support their pickets | heard them forward & halt one battalion & order them to lay down. (they
expected us to come on) but we knew enough for that. They were not 20 rods from us. We lay in the
woods about 11 P.M. & then were ordered back over the creek. The waggons did not come up to camp
last night so many of the boys had to lay without blankets & it rained a little.



Tuesday Dec. 30™ 1862

It rained some last night but | had my blanket | wrapped up in it & rested very well. This morning the
pickits commenced firing as soon as it was light. We fired two cannon but got no reply. 1/2. They fired a
fire shell into us but did no damage. One of their shells came near dismounting one of our cannon (the
6™ Ohio battery) but did not injure it for action.

Continued on page 5.
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We moved back into a small wood out of range & halted (our Reg.) We were supplied with 60 rounds of
cartridge to a man this morning. We stayed here nearly all day just at sunset we (our Reg.) (& three
other Cos.) were ordered to go on picket again.) We are in the front all the time you’l remember. Our
Co. was on the reserve & was allowed to have a fire. | wrote some in my diary by the light of the picket
fire. There was some heavy firing to our right in Neglis Division & was kept up nearly all day. You can
think how we felt to night as we lay around our fire. Tomorrow we expected to have to face the enemy.
Many of us no doubt never expected to see many more days. But the Good Lord spared all our lives of
(the Co.)

Wednesday Dec. 31° 1862.

| did not get a chance to write any to day but wrote it on thursday. But | will write it as if | wrote on
Wednesday. To day is the first day on my fifteenth month & a sorrowful one it has been. Nine of my
comrades (boys of our Co.) have been wounded on the battle field & thousands of my fellow beings
have passed into eternity. This morning the ball opened. about sunrise in Johnsons Division. & the
whole length of the line for 4 miles. But the heaviest was with Johnson. Our Battery was placed ready
for action & our Brigade was to cross the creek & Neglis was to cross on the bridge on the pike. Just as
we were about to cross what was our surprise the enemy were driving Johnson at a rapid rate & firing
commenced on our right wing We were then ordered to retreat. (our brigade) or go & support the right
instead of crossing the creek. We moved back on the double quick but the rebels have sharp eyes they
discovered us & commenced to throw ball & shell into us.

One shell burst close to us one ball went over us. & one shell burst in the ranks wounding 3 men (of
which one man has died since). By this time we were out of range. Now there was a hard mishap. the
teamsters got into a pannic & commenced running their waggons & trams any place they could get out
of the way of the shells. This had a tendency to put the weak minded & cowards to fright & the enemy
were coming on us in a hurry. But the 65" Reg. angst to have the preise & got it of acting the coolest of
any Reg. on the ground. Not a man stired from his place. & now they began to send the shell into us
from the right the other battery had ceased firing. But now they came with double fury. We lay quiet
on the ground. Seeing other Reg. shielding it they best they knew. We were ordered to rise up and
forward. We went on towards the right about 60 rods & watched the movement of the fight. We (our
men) backed up & kept backing until They had got on to the Nashville & Murfreesboro Pike. But here
they did not know what was waiting for them. Six Batteries were planted and primed. & a reserve force
& as they came up our boys were laying down when they got within about 8 rods our men rose up &
charged bayonets on them with a heavy voley of musketry to follow it up & the shell & grape of 40
cannon. bulging forth on them made them run their ranks broke & now came our time to cheer. We
drove them as fast as they came & back over the creek. They had driven us almost 3 miles this time you
will see was not a moment but about 4 hours . & Our Brigade had some thing to do in the time. We
were sent to hold the eptrine right. We went out towards the right about % mile & then



we marched a little to the left. Knowing that the enemy were trying to flank us we thought we would
find them. We advanced to a wood & their pickets & sharpshooters commenced arms & their
skirmishers. We advanced but soon discovered we were flanked on the left or would be unless we
retired. We did so & marched to the right. While going to the right Capt. Vons of our Reg. was shot in
the side very close to me. | was in the rear file of our Co. & he was at the head of his Co. not two feet
behind me. We got our position and laid down the enemy came up in column three Reg. divs there
would be 6 rows of men right behind the other. They came up and we fired into them & held them in
check 20 minutes. Just our Reg. but they were 4 times our number. They turned our left flank and we
had to retire. They had a battery to support them. Which was placed directly in front of where | lay but
our Co. was on the lower side of a rize of ground on the right wing & the left wing was in full view for
them & they could not do us much hurt (I must go & eat my turkey the boys have got it cooked.) Well
the turkey & chicken was splendid & the Sutter has treated the Reg. to the beer. But the turkey is the
best. Wouldn’t you like to see us make buiscuit & cook chickens & turkeys. Yesterday we confiscated a
pig. Co. B on the left wing of our Reg. had 10 men killed & 16 wounded. | saw 4 men in a huddle just as |
was looking through the sights of my gun. around the cannon. | will soon have to go to roll call. The
drum is beating. Well | guess | wont have to run until 4 O. clock in the morning. Then we will fall out in
battle line. We have commenced throwing up fortifications or breastwork to day.
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Dec. 31% Continued

The left wing gave way & we were about to return & rally. Before | go any farther | will add. There was
another Brigade on our left & as soon as they finish one volley & the rebels returned it they broke & ran.
& this is what got us in such a hot place, they got a cross fire on us. While we were engaging them this
first time both men each side of me was wounded. Some of us did not hear the command to retreat. & |
tell you | felt bad. | could not help it then & thought we were breaking & running. but | was mistaken.

Our field Officers did the first but, We retired about 13 rods & rallied the reb’s came on but had to stop.
the yankees hate to see them coming to fast. so annother Reg. which was laying about 7 rods in our rear
where we held them. gave them a few volleys which would wound them well. But this reg did not stand
more than 10 minutes before they had to give way. Our Reg. rallied & our old Colonel (now acting Brig.
General came up to us & says come on my brave boys help your comrads & he rode directly in front of
us. But he discovered the force against us & ordered a retreat we did so in good order. Here our
Adjutant was wounded very bad: but not seriously | guess.

Our Lieut. Cols. Horse was shot from under him & the horse fell on him injuring his leg very much. (He
has not been able to be on duty since) 9 of our commisioned officers were wounded by this time & one
Lieutenant killed. We retreated in good order & the Reb’s poured the balls into us thick & heavy they
being about 200 yds. behind us. & to the right (now we are on the retreat remember) We retreated
about 60 rods & rallied behind a fence You ought to have seen them coming up more than ever 5
columns deep. Con. 9. page

Page 9"



Their Flag bearer was a brave fellow (or bearers were brave fellows)He would run ahead of his Reg. &
get behind a tree & then wave it & cheer them on. We shot these collors down three times | saw the flag
& looked over the top of my gun again. | didn’t fire only when | could see something to shoot at. They
came up to within 6 rods of us before we retreated But we held them (& some of the prisoners that
were there said we fairly mowed them down: He said every shot took effect we fired so low.) There was
5 of our men in the corner of the fence where | lay two of them were wounded while retreating.
Another fellow, Wilbur Hulit & myself were the last of our Co. to leave the field. | did not see any of our
men either side of me. when | got up, the Major ordered a retreat 4 times before the Reg. obeyed. They
were close on us by this time & the way the balls flew by me & around me was not slow. | expected to
fall every step. | got nearly tired out by this time we had been walking & running nearly 6 hours without
stopping. any length of time to rest.

Our Major had got off his horse so they could take the dead off the field. He (the Major) got a slight
wound in the neck. (All this time remember the field on our left near the center was hotley bravely
contended by both sides) We kept on our retreat. | expected to fall into their hands every moment |
threw my blanket away & tried to get my haversack off & canteen but could not. | finaly passed or came
up with the Maj: & He says Charley are you wounded. | told him no! only tired out nearly. He looked at
me again. & then spoke up quite gruff. You are wounded to. go to the rear immediately across the pike. |
felt the sweat running off my face | thought & kept wiping it off with my hand | looked & saw it was
blood.
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| felt on my forehead & found something had hit me just enough to brake the skin & | being very warm
the blood ran quite profusely. Still the Rebs kept close to our heels but an IlI's Reg. lay ready for them.
they got 3 guns of our battery & spiked one of them. they got out of grape & shot But they did not see
the IlI’'s boys until they got close on to them. The III’s boys were laying down & when the Reb’s came
within about 8 rods they fired a whole volley into them charged bayonets & didn’t they git. Oh. My. they
went back farther than they came. Their officers tried to rally them did everything they could but no
use. they called them cowards & everything. We got them back when we found them & stoped. We had
them well driven back down in the center now. The firing ceased now on our left. We are doing so & we
commenced taking of the dead & wounded.

We got our Reg. together & only 84 men could be found before dark. they were missing & wounded &
killed. | did not leave for the rear when | got out of the Maj sight | joined the Reg. again. We stayed near
our battle field here until dark. Oh yes! when we routed the Reb’s the 13" Mich. Reg. took the cannon
back again. At dusk we moved our Reg. a short distance & prepared to stop for the night. We had got to
sleeping soundly & we were called up to move. We went in the front again as picked. Gen. Rosecrans
was riding around nearly all night & ordering the fires out. But it was cold & the boys were without
blankets many of us. & we would have a little fire. But around he came again & commenced (in a
sarcastic way on the boys) & he says Nice thing to have warm toes boys. build up large fires: mark out
the lines show them where you are so they can shell you. haven’t lost men enough to day. Keep your
toes warm boys. | tell you the fire flew in every direction & not a fire could be seen in a very short time.
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I must close for to night | have not got much candle & I'll want some tomorrow night may be for
something Good Night all. C.H.N. To be continued.

Sunday Jan. 11" 1863

It is noon now. & | have worked just as hard as | could cleaning my gun. all the forenoon | have got it rigd
now. & it passed inspection

| received a letter from Emma Barnnen this morning. date Dec. 22" /62 It is a pleasant day. Our forces
are building breastworks here! We done expect the Reb’s to come back & try to drive us out of here. But
they’ll meet with a sharp reception if they do. | am well to day. except the toothache. | am loosing my
teeth very fast they are decaying.

| received those gloves & papers Jan. 9". but have not got any letters yet. The mail is going out soon but
| will not have this ready to send to day.

Hatt says A merry christmas to you Charly, Well | hardly thought of it. | guess | did not mention it in my
diary I'll have to look & see. It was not a very merry one. We made it as merry as we could. Charley
Randall came to see me Jan. 8. but only stoped a short time He was well & looked hearty as you please.
| heard by him that Henry Fish & Charley Greene were well. | happened to run on to Mr. Edwin Tyler as
we were moving camp. Levin Rowland was wounded but | could not learn how bad. Watson Rowland &
Clark Barber are still in the Hospital at Nashville. Watson is quite bad. so Mr. Tyler said. | will Continue
my Diary on next page

To be Continued.
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My tooth does ache. as | cannot hardly think I'll have to go over to get Dr. Anderson to pull it Our
Doctors are not here yet.

Diary Con. One of our boys has died of his wound his name was David Haynes.
| left off while Genl. Rosecrans rode around the lines

Well about 3 o’clock next morning Jan 1°' (New Years). our Reg. was relieved from picket & We went to
the rear about % mile & got our breakfast This is Jan. 1°* 1863. This morning Genl. Rosy. Stationed the
troops & Batteries ready for action & then awaited for them to attack us.

Soon the Reb’s came on with Infantry & some artillery. When they got in sight & as near as we wished
them to come. Our Battery, (6th Ohio) opened on them with 6 guns. & they returned the fire. Now. the
splendid Battery of Chicago. called. the Bord & Trade Battery opened on them & | tell you they backed
up in a hurry. Our Battery. the 6™ threw one shell & killed almost every horse with one gun. The firing
soon ceased & it was very quiet. They wanted us to attack them but Rosey knew better. Our Reg. was



supporting our Battery. & some of the shells from the Reb’s came near us. We lay on the ground. | tell
you | wished myself not thicker than shingle & | dont believe you would have got a 8.ct piece between
me & the ground. (One of the boys says he would just as have be at home as there.) (No doubt) We lay
here all day. One of their ternal sharpshooters got himself perched in a tree & kept poping away at us all
day & when an officer rode along he would let his old Mississippi rifle speak.

Next sheet. Page 13th
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Genl. Thomas was riding along & one of the balls from his Mifs. Rifle came very near to him. D—m. my
dont that came near killing me. said he & the ball came close to me.

Adjutant Gen’l. Garrisha. Chief of Rosy. staff was shot this morning with a cannon ball. while riding
around with the Genl. Rosy? Genl. Rosey. was within 4 feet of him when he was struck. It killed Gerisha
instantly. & he was buried on the battle field.

You ought to have seen. Genl. Rosey. while riding around We have the utmost confidence in him.

Jan. 2™ 1863. We stayed in this place all night (where we were yesterday) under cover of a little wool.
We did not have much fire. it was not very cold. The Genl. still kept us in our old position. This morning
about 9 o.clock the Rebels commenced shelling us, & they hit so with some effect. Out Batteries replyed
in good earnest. Only two men was killed in our battery. one man almost directly behind me was struck
in the head by a cannon ball & it went nearly the whole length of him. One shell struck directly in front
of where | lay only 15 feet off & there being a large stone in the ground the shell struck it as it entered
the ground & stoped it it broke (the ball) in 4 pieces & injured no one.

But the worst thing for us was. The Board & Trade Battery commenced firing grape & did not fire high
enough. (They were in the rear of us.) But the mistake was they took us for the rebels & our battery of a
Reb. Battery. & they fired into us. They fired three shots. But they had not got the range exactly & did
not hurt us much. They shot 3 of the 6# B. horses & cast the brush over our heels, Our old Col. now
acting Brig. Genl. rode back as fast as he could & told them what they were doing our Battery retired to

14

& the 6" Ind. Battery. & B. T. Batteries soon silenced them. I tell you the shell come around me on every
side & close to | never want to be in such a place again.

Our Co. was sent out as skirmishers to day. but | was transfered to another Co. when we divided up in
equal members & | did not have to go out. The skirmishing was quite warm all the middle of the day. &
at 3. P.M.(about) the skirmishers were ordered forwerd & drive the Reb. Pickets or skirmishers back
across the creek. The line of. SK--- advanced in fine style. the Rebs. occupied the woods & had the
advantage but our boys hunted them out first. & drove them from their rifle pits & a breastwork they
had built. They were driving them finely. When suddenly they opened a battery on us (the skirm--) with
all the fury immaginable. Then Our boys had to retreat. There was only 120 men on the line. one of our
boys (in the Reg had his leg both blown off. & one of our Co. boys had his gun knocked out of his hand
by a cannon ball. quite a No. of the boys in the 51* Ind. Reg. was wounded. Our Bty opened on their Bty



& soon quieted them. Our men retired to their old position. & the Rebs. come up to their old position.
So that jump didn’t amount to nothing.

About 4. O.clock. this afternoon Heavy firing commenced on our left. near enough for us to witness it
The Reb’s advanced in heavy columns & drove our men before them. drove them (our men) back nearly
% of a mile. across the creek. except one Brigade. They filed off and the Reb’s did not notice it & the
Rebs kept advancing. until they got to far. this one Brigade poured in a heavy cross fire from the left & a
Battery (of ours) got a cross fire them (the R) from our side of the creek. & now came our turn. Away
they broke in a hurry our men charged on them & poured the shot & shell into ____in double doses. .
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We could see them git. | tell you there was many anxious fellow with us & didn’t we give them a shout
We captured one of their Batteries. (our men) & drove them beyond their old lines about % mile.

It was nearly dark now. Genl. Breckinridge, Hardee commanded the Rebel force in this fight. Our
Brigade fought Chetemns whole Division.

Just after dark. We were ordered to follow the battery (6"B) (Our Brigade) We went across the River (or
creek). & went to the front on the left wing. We thought (When we started on the other side of the
creek. we expected that we were relieved from our position in front. (as we had been in the front so far
every day & had not had a chance to wash ourselves or cook anything. We had nothing to eat but
crackers & meat coffee & sugar & scarce at that. We commenced to build a breastwork as soon as we
got here. (It being now dark. & raining) a little) We were not more than 60 rods from the Reb’s line & we
had to work very quiet. We got it fixed & then was ordered to lay on our arms behind it.

It kept on raining. but | have got a blanket with me. The enemy left all their dead on the field or many of
them. They throw many of their guns away & haversacks & knapsacks Our boys pitched into their
haversacks double quick & emptied them into their own. Many of these men had on our kind of clothes.
| will mention a little incident here connected with our Adjunctant. He was wounded Dec. 31*' & could
not get off the field. & when the Reb’s came up they took his sword & revolvers. & gave him 3 buiscuit.
telling him that they would never take anything without paying for it or giving something in return. &
told him the buiscuit would do him more good than the revolvers.

He (the Adj. will loose his leg | guess)
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Jan 2" 1863.  Diary Continued.

It is raining this morning. & all is quiet. & we are in the front yet. There is several Divisions here in battle
line. But soon we were relieved to retire to the rear about % mile & as we supposed would not have to
go to the front again for a few days. We got some rations and cooked something to eat.

But soon we had orders to go to the front again at dusk. It rained all day. & the ground was very wet. at
dusk we went to the front. & made ourselves as comfortable as possible. We were allowed some fire to
night. There was not much firing to day.

The rebel cavalry have bothered our waggon trains coming from Nashville they have burned several
trains of waggons our boys that were not well enough to be along in the battle were with a train that
they took. but before they could burn them Our Cavalry surrounded them & took them all prisoners. &
our men were released. A little incident occurred here representing these southern Union men. When
our boys came along he was union the strongest kind. but soon our boys heard the fuss & ran into the
house to hide & when the Reb. Cavalry came along. & He went out & hollowed to them & told them he
had got a dozen of the Da—d Yankees in there. But our men were to close & the Rebs. were trying to
get away. but nery git. When things got a little settled our boys went at the old fellow. & riddled his



things well. took his house for a hospital. & put the wounded men on his best beds. & put him under
arrest & sent him to Nashville. Confound these southern Union men.

| tell you we are riddling things now days. | begin to think the war will close within one year. When they
loose their slave labor. Con. to page. 17"
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Diary continued. Jan 3" con.

Here we sat eating & cooking. & within 60 feet lay three dead rebels. & another one within a few rods
with his brains shot out. & he was still alive. but was nearly dead. having lain all night in the rain. &
close by lay 20 dead R. all in a row where our men had placed them. How curious it is we get so
indifferent. our finer sensibilities are destroyed. Here they lay all mangled & torn & we eating hearty.
How horrible is war. How soon will it close. Let us pray & pray earnestly for its speedy close. Is all the
lives sacrificed in this one battle worth the price of the Union. Many men probably died unprepared
Just look. one man’s soul is worth the whole world. what is a thousand worth.

Sunday Jan 4™ 1863.
This morning we were ordered up in line & ready to move at 1 A.M. We moved off & crossed the creek
back again. Our whole force crossed back over the creek what for we none of us knew. it is very mudy
& wet it having rained nearly all night. & the creek was raising rapidly & we had to ford the stream. Our
forces all got across before daylight.
After dark last night a firing commenced on our right again. this morning | learned the cause. Col.
Wodford wanted to advance our picket lines a little farther & the Rebs didn’t want him to. but he did.
(The fight was with cavalry.)
Our Brigade retired nearly to the rear. We went into camp in a good place. We hope now to rest a little
We have been in the front 7 days & nights on duty the whole time. | tell you we were nearly worn out.
We could scarcely get water enough
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to drink. let alone enough to wash us with. | did not wash me for 4 or 5 days. but | scrubbed some the
first chance | tell you.
We were surprised this afternoon to hear that the Reb’s had evacuated Murfreesboro. We then went
over where we had the fight. We found some of our men one Capt. & Lieut. & several privates. who
were dead. We found some 1100 of our wounded inside of their lines in a hospital well taken care of.
Which they left & they left many of their men about 8600 | believe We (our Reg) were praised for doing
excellent shooting as the trees showed The Reb’s shot to high. you could not see but very fiew of our
shots higher than 6 feet.

Monday Jan. 5" 1863.
It rained last night but | slept very well. Not much news to day. Genl. Thomas is following the Reb’s.
They have gone in the direction of Shelbyville.

Tuesday Jan 6™ 1863.
We buried our dead on the battle field to day. The extent of the battle field is about 4% E.&W. by 2%
N.&S. We were fairly whipped on Dec. 31*" But the Rebs. say Genl. Rosey. don’t know. when he is
whipped. They evacuated a place we could not have got with our present force there.
Their breast works were very strong. | will try & mark out a diagram of the battle field & name the
positions of the different Genl’s.

Wednesday Jan 7" 1863.



We moved about 2% miles south west of M. to day & camped. on the left hand side of the pike heading
from M. to Manchester.
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Thursday Jan 8" 1863.

Our waggons & knapsacks came up to day. Charly Randall came to see me a fiew moments. We (our
Co) went on picket to night. It snowed a little just at dark.

Friday Jan. 9™ 1863.

All was quiet on the lines last night. Many of the citizens are coming back now. They
deserted the town nearly. But they cant get in until they get permission from Genl. Rosey. We were
relieved from picket about 3 P.M as our Brigade moved their camp south East of M. on the Lebanon
pike. We got into camp a little after dark.

Saturday Jan 10" 1863
We went after forage & | got some chicken & some turkey. it is cooking now & will soon be ready to eat.
& | want to be ready to eat it.

Sunday Jan 11" 1863.
We are in camp to day . all quiet. & | hope it will be for. |1 don’t care how long. This is the content of my
diary.
Finnis

P.S.

To night | got the number of men that went into the fight in our Brigade. & the No. killed & wounded &
missing.

1887 men went into the fight

539 a killed wounded & missing.

20

An incident about Edgartins Battery, & the surprise of Johnson.

Edgartin wanted to plant his Battery the night before & spoke to Genl. Johnson about it. Genl. J.
told him. (E) that when he wanted the B. planted he would let him know. Every gun in this battery was
taken. & nearly all of Catters Battery. (I dont know but all of it) Genl Rosey. took Johnsons straps off his
shoulders in a hurry. If it had not been for Davis | guess they would have cleaned us. Genl. Davis was
prepared for them. Nearly every one of our Batteries in the fight lost one gun or more. C.H.N.

Monday Jan. 12™. 63. This morning | have been drawing a diagram of the battle field. It extends over
more ground than | told you. it is 6 miles East. & West. just our lines North & South. Rebels & ours. you
might say extend from within 3 miles of Nashville to Murfreesboro. | received two letters from you this
morning. Date Dec 23" & 28™. | am well except a sore mouth. & a bile is making its appearance on my
left leg. on my shins as the Negroes say.
| guess we will get payed soon. | believe | have only got two more letters to write to day . & then I'll wait
until I. a fiew. Now. Halt. if you will write as long a letter as this. I'll read it with the greatest of pleasure.
Give my love to all the Relatives & Friends. This is written to all.
From your affectionate Son. Brother Grand. Son. Nephew. & Cousin. C.H. Nickerson
Co. E. 65" Reg. O.V. Woods Division
Finnis



