
William Wallace Morgan and Sarah E. Allen Letters 
given to Patti R. Oldaker by Marion J. Oldaker in the Fall of 1980, Boulder, Colorado 
 
Letter 1 – dated 14 May 1862 
 From Sarah E. Allen to her sister Mary Jane Taylor 
 Sarah is WWMorgan's future first wife..Sarah was in Morristown, IN at the time 
teaching school there 
 
 On the back of this letter is a poem written by WWMorgan, apparently written in 
April, but the year is unknown.  The poem is titled "Midnight Hours". 
 
There is a loose, tan-colored envelope addressed "To Imogene Morgan care of Ellen 
Allen".  We don't know if this envelope is related to this letter or not.  On the back of the 
envelope it says "Care of L. B. G.".  Imogene Morgan is WWMorgan's and SEAllen's 
daughter.  Ellen Allen is another of Sarah's sisters.  "LBG" is William's brother-in-law, 
Lem B. Guernsey, who is married to William's sister, Emmore, known as "Em" or "M". 
 
[WWMorgan enlisted in the Union Army at Henryville, IN, on 14 August 1862.  He was 
commissioned as a 1st LT in B Co, LTC Timberlake's Battalion, COL Woodruff's 81st 
Indiana Volunteer Regiment.  During the time of the following letters, WWMorgan was 
the "acting Captain" of B Co as he notes in the letter below, since 2 October 1862.  He 
was killed on 31 Dec 1962 on the first day of the Battle of Stone's River (Murfreesboro), 
Tennessee.  Murfreesboro is southeast of Nashville.] 
 







Letter 2 – dated 16 Oct 1862, Crab Orchard, KY 
 From WWM to "LB" and "Em" – LB is his brother-in-law, Lem B. Guernsey and 
 Em is his sister, Emmore. 
 
 WWMorgan had been in the Army for approximately 2 months.  He discusses his 
acting Captaincy and speculates on making Captain someday.  WWM also discusses a LT 
Clark, and has little good to say about him.  This Clark is a distant relative of BGO.  
People mentioned in this letter are Emma (who is his daughter Imogene Morgan) and 
Mother Allen's folks (who are his first wife's family.  Sarah Allen Morgan died 19 June 
1854, a few months after delivering Imogene, 2 Jan 1854, probably to disease although 
we have no reference for this.  James Allen had died in 1852 so Imogene was raised 
primarily by her Grandmother, Mary McBride Allen, who lived nearby.) 
 











Letter 3 – dated 25 Oct 1862, Lebanon, KY 
 From WWM to "LB" – his brother-in-law, Lem B. Guernsey 
 
 People mentioned in this letter are Em (WWM's daughter, Imogene), Martha 
(WWM's second wife, Martha Covert), Jim Mitchell (a neighbor and also a soldier), and 
"Doc. Jim Mc".  This last reference may be to a "McBride" but it's not clear this is the 
case.  Mary McBride married James Allen.  They are the parents of Sarah Allen. 











Letter 4 – dated 14 Nov 1862, Nashville, TN 
 From WWM to "Emma" – his daughter Imogene, who was 8 years old 
 
 People mentioned are Charlie (WWM and Martha's son, 1 year old at the time), 
Mel and Ellen (WWM's sisters-in-law, sisters of Sarah Allen), Grandma Allen (this is 
Mary McBride Allen who married James Allen), and Cass (Sarah Allen's brother, 
Cassius, WWM's brother-in-law by his first marriage). 
 







Letter 5 – dated 20 Nov 1862, Nashville, TN 
 From WWM to "Brother Lem" – his brother-in-law, Lem B. Guernsey 
 
 Jim Mitchell, WWM's neighbor and fellow soldier, is mentioned. 
 







Letter 6 – dated 8 Dec 1862, Nashville, TN 
 From WWM to "Sister Em" – his sister. Emmore 
 
 People mentioned are Jim Mitchell (who is now home sick and is bordering on 
being reported AWOL) and Guernsey (Emmore's husband, Lem. B. Guernsey). 
 









Letter 7 – dated 21 Dec 1862, Nashville, TN 
 From WWM to "Brother LB" – his brother-in-law, Lem. B. Guernsey 
 
 People mentioned are Uncle Ebenn (WWM's Uncle Ebennezer Morgan), Martha 
(WWG's second and present wife), and "Mother" (unclear which one he is referring to).  
 











Letter 8 – dated 21 Feb 1863 
 From L. H. Morgan (WWM's father, Lewis Howell) to Second Auditor of the US 
Treasury 
 
 This is WWM's father asking that WWM's pay be forwarded to the family as 
WWM was never paid all the while on active duty.  E. B. Guernsey, Postmaster, 
Hubbard, Clark CO, IN is mentioned as a character reference. 
 









Letter 9 – date is unclear 
 From James Mitchell to possibly LH Morgan 
 
 This indicates that James is trying to get WWMs body but Captain Howard 
indicates that the "wagon went home already" but reports that "he was buried decent and 
the grave marked". 
 







Letter 10 – loose poem written by WWMorgan titled "The Friend I Love" (probably 
refers to Sarah Morgan, his first wife, as he annotates his signature with "Morristown") 
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