To: stri_information@nps.gov

From: kenleyallen@hotmail.com

Date: 06/02/2007 09:00AM

Subject: From NPS.gov: Info on 1865 Provost Marshall M'boro and Nat'l| Cemetery

Email submitted from: /stri/contacts.htm

HON. DANIEL McTAGGART, proprietor of flouring mills, cotton gin, etc., is a native of the
Parish of De Henrysville, Canada East, born August 2, 1840; lived in Rock County, Wis.,
from 1851 to 1852, then in Chickasaw County, lowa, until July 8, 1861, when he enlisted as
a private in Company B, Seventh lowa Volunteer Infantry, serving in that regiment until
January, 1863, being Sergeant of his company, when he was mustered out. He immediately
recruited a company of colored troops at Pulaski, Tenn., being commissioned Captain of
Company B, third Alabama Colored Infantry, it being changed three months later to the One
Hundred and Eleventh United States Colored Infantry, he continued in command of the
company until he was mustered out in May 3, 1866. The story of his military career is a
very thrilling one. At the Battle of Belmont, November 7, 1861, he was captured by the
rebels, and was imprisoned at Memphis, Tenn; about the first of March, 1862, he made his
escape, but was recaptured seven days later, having had but two meals and some roasted
corn during that time. After twenty-seven day's spent in the dark dungeon at Jackson,
Tenn., he was removed to Corinth, escaping from there six hours after his arrival, he
reached the Union Army, distant thirty miles, after three days' travel. He was again taken
prisoner October 7, 1862, at battle of Corinth, but successfully escaped after two days and
one night a prisoner. At Athens, Ala., October, 1864, he was again captured, attempted to
escape the first night, but was not successful in effecting his escape until the next night,
reaching the Federal lines within a few hours, he guided the course of the Union troops so
that Athens was recaptured by our army within two or three days. During the summer of
1865, he was Provost Marshall at Murfreesboro, Tenn., and assisted to make the National
Cemetery at that place. He then superintended the arrangement and construction of the
National Cemetery at Nashville, and had charged thereof for a period of two years,
afterward appointed to superintend and lay out the National Cemetery at New Albany, Ind.,
finally leaving the Government service January 1, 1869. Having become accustomed to the
Southern climate, he determined to locate to Southern Kansas, rather than reside and
where he would be exposed to the cold and bleak winters so common in the States further
north. In February, 1861, he located on Osage Indian lands, on Section 11, Township 33,
Range 16. He now resides on Section 14, adjoining the section where he first settled. In
May, 1869, he put up a store about three miles east of the farm; in the following month he
built a store at Verdigris City, and carried on both stores for about one year; he then
consolidated his mercantile interest and located at Liberty, continuing in trade there till
1872, then moved to the present town of Liberty, two and a half miles distant from the old
town, remaining there until 1876, doing nearly all the merchandising at the point, also
serving as Postmaster and express agent all the time, and railroad agent from 1872 to
1875. He was the first County Treasurer, being appointed to the office. In November, 1882,
he was elected a member of the Kansas House of Representatives, proving to be a valuable
and efficient member thereof. Captain McTaggart has evinced such ability and uprightness
in his public life as to make his influence potently felt. From the fall of 1869 to the present
time, he has owned and lived on the farm where he now resides. In 1875, he erected his
flouring mills, capacity sixty barrels per day, on the Verdigris River, near his residence; in
1880, he put up a cotton gin. He estimates that 150 bales of cotton were produced in
Montgomery County in 1882. For the last three years he has supplied the Osage Indians, in
the Territory, with their flour. The balance of the product of his mills finds sale in the
markets of this county. The Captain was elected member of the Legislature in 1882, on the
Republican ticket, by a majority of 300. At the same election, George W. Glick, the



Democratic candidate for Governor, received a majority of 200. This vote indicated the
personal popularity of Capt. McTaggart among his old associates and acquaintances. He was
married at Murfreesboro, Tenn., June 4, 1866, to Maggie A. Beigle, a native of Altoona, Pa.
They have four children - Hattie, William, Alton Charles and Claude D. The oldest was born
at New Albany, Ind., the other three being native born Kansans. Dan McT. founded my
home city of Liberty,Kansas in it's cemetery he lies burried. His photo is available upon
request. Kenley Allen 108 Main St Bell Buckle, TN 37020 931-639-0755






