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THE GALLANT COLOR GUARD.
“Februsry 9, 1863. Cawr 1871 Tuwsessne Vous,

* Corporal W. L. McKay was unanimously chosen by Come
pany 1, 18th Tennessss, to be presented to the President for
promaion lor his supetior gallantry on the battle feld of
Mutfreesboro on the Zad day of Janusry, 1863

(Signed) 8. H. Freaa, Commanding.”

In this little extract from the diary of Lient. George W.
mummwm,um-muﬁmmm
endurance that stands out in the annals of heroism of the
Confedorate soldier, ‘ = - :

WILLIAY L. M'EAY,
the home of one of lis near Murlressboro, Tean,,

cannonading was heard on the 26th of De-
cember, 1861, and just ss he was going into breskisse that
morning a message eame for him o report 1o his command,
a5 3 Lattle was imminent. Withont waiting to eat breakfast,

says:
 "The fighting began early on ihe 31st, on our left wing, and
the enemy were drives from every position and were almost in
in complete rout. About three p.u, we were ordered to double
qiiick to the left wing, which we did, crossing the river in
mknhwtcmm.thmmmmmwm
field under & heavy fice of artiflery, with grape, canister, and
bombehells wounding 3 number of our regiment.  After
erossing the field, we were halted in & cedar thickst, the origl-
pal battle fine of the Yankees, and found 3 grear many
wounided and dead Yankess. I carried water from 3 well to
the wounded antil aboue midnight, About two A%, we were
ordered back to our old position on the right wing, where
we remained qoietly except for an oc ! bombardment
from the esemy, which would force us to move about to
keap out of tange antil the alternoon of the Tnd of January,
whea our division (Breckineidge's) was ordered to eharge the
enemy, whe were massed on our right wing, We charged
across an apen field aad were mei by 2 lasge force of infantry,
supported by about elghty pieces of artillery massed on the
river blufl. After 2 shore but bloody fight in the open field,
the first Hoe of the encmy broke and were followed to the
siver by our men with the rebel yell, when they were met
7.

by the reserve foree of the Yankees and lorced to retreat
with heavy loss.

“1 was shot through the(right thigh with a Minie ball soon
after starting after the retroating enemy. 1 was the last of
the color guards to fall. George Lowe, the color bearer, was
in the act of falling, being shot through the body, when 1
caught hold of the Hagstal to preveat the fall of the flag, and
received my first wound, and we fell together, Capi. Nat
Gooch then took the flag (xnd has told me since that the
color bearer and the color guard had all fallen so close together
that he could have covered us all with the flag) and was soon
shot down. Logue Nelson, of Murfreesboro, then took the
flag and carried it safely througn the battle,

“I remained helpless and partially unconscious uatil our
command retreated. | saw the Yankees coming and at-
tempted to get up, but could not. Our men moved up a
battery of three guns and plasted them just over where | lay.
The fire from the guns was nearly hot esough to burn my
face; the Yankee bullets rattled on the gun carriages like
hail, and our men were forced to leave the guns, as they did
not have horses enough left to take them away, After the
battery was deserted, I, being between the lines, received my
second wound from & bombshell firad by the Confederstes,
breaking my left arm and terribly brulsing my body (from
concussion, 1 was told by the surgeon). [ received several
other slight wounds on my legs while lying between the lines,
[ lay where T fell uantil abour midnignt and received brutal
treatment from some of the Yankees, Yankee Gen. Jeff
Davis's Division marched by and over me, snd the com-
manders of companies would say as they passed me: ‘Look
out, men, here is a8 wounded nan.’ Some of them would step
over me carefully, while others would give me a kick and
call me a damned rebel, and [ was covered aith black spots
from the bruises.

*“ About twelve or one o'clock, two Yankee boys who were
searching the battle field for a friend came alosg. They
seemed very sorsy for me and determined 1o have me taken
to the hospital. Oue of them would stay with me, holding
my hand, while the other would hunt for an ambulance. It
wis some time before they could get one, as they were haufing
off their own wounded first. They finally secured one and
helped to 1ift me in it. [ was taken to a hospital camp and
laid out on the ground, they thinking I was too near dead to
waste time on me. It was then mining. | lay all day Satur-
day in the rain withoot say attention being paid to me; when
I would ask for water, they would say: *You don't need
water; we will take you to the graveyard after a while.” |
did not suffer, however, as | could suck the water oat of my
coat sleeve as it rained on me. About dark on Saturday,
finding that I would not die, I was picked up and laid in a tent
ocut of the rain. During the night two wounded Confederates
died in this tent, one of them having fallen across my legs,
and lay there several hours,

" Sunday, about noon, [ was moved o anoiher tent, where
I could have more soom and attention. This tent was oc-
cupied by both Confederate and Yaukee wounded. On
Monday I was given breakiast, the first (ood offered me, and
the first | had earen since Friday,

“This Monday morning, the surgeons, eight ia number,
going the rounds of the camp exsmining the wounded, one
of them examined me and decided to amputate my leg; my
arm could be saved. 1 at Grst rebelled and said they should
aot, but finding that this would not do, | then begged them
not to cut it off, This atiracted the attention of the chief, a
big Dutch surgeon, who came and exsmined me and said:
‘Let him alone. If de dama Rebel wants to die, let im go.

Stones Biveg

‘7

Ok

.
=

Becoont

Confed 19 TN Vol



246

Sq they left me and examined 3 Fiorida soldiss who was
wonnded almost exaetly Hie mysell theough the thigh, but
did not bave the arm and body wounds. He made #o ab-
jeatlon to the ampuiation; they took Bim out, cut off his
leg, ana brought him back, and the next day be disd, On
my other side was & handeome young Yankes eoidisr ehot
thesugh the eall of Me 188, no bones broken, He ssemed
whable Lo stand the paln—=fost gave up and disd, 'The sar
geon sald theve was ne resson for him to dis; he juet daply
gave up. The man at my head (s Yankee) died, So theee
men nearesi me died, and neither of tham sesmied o be
wounded so badly ns | was, Ths young surgeon in ehiarge of
tie {ert was & plee gentieman sad very kind to me; paid
e especial attention, He was from near Chicags, snd gave
?F MMMM so 1 might write to him, but, unfortunately,
sl it,

" Abeut the Jth or Sth, Casper Fraas (a Union, or Vanbes,
sympathizer), the only man in his acighborhesd whe weuld
ventiite inside the Yankse lines, camie with Mes, R, R,
Clemmans in search of her husbaad, who was missing, and
his wife haped ta find him in the hospital (he was nsver fiadd
his twe brothsrs, Hall and Tollie, were both killed on Peiday,
i was seporied killed on the field, and Bob Dilisn Fejrrriad
that he kad turned me aver and knew ther | wae dead: so
Mr, Froas and Mrs, Clemmons were very mueh sirprised to
find e, M. Freas took a greae interest in we; he procared
& exrtificate (rom the eirgean that [ was mortslly wousded,
2ad with this he got & pass 1o take me out of the linss,

“Blies Casper, Provost Marshai General, cama and fssued
& & parsle and gave me a good cursing, seving that & great
many of my kind had besn (ound behiad rock fences and
cedar bushes, bushwhacking, with parsles in their pockets.
My, Freas came for ma about the 10th {my memory s not
clear 45 to dates during this tUme), with a spring wagos and
feather bed, The young surgeon before mentioned gave mie
% palr of blankets, s bottle of whisky, some tes, coffes, snd
sugar; but a¢ soon as the wagen was out of his sight the Yan-
kee guards and camp loafors 1ok from under my head the
whisky, and the blankets fram over me; the other things they
did not find, as thay were under the feather bed, Mr, Frese
ook me 1o bis home, abouc e miles from Muelressbore, In
Wilson County, His family consisted of a wife sad siy chil
drem, and bis houss bad only one large room. | could not
anderstand until sfterwards why he would burdes himself
with a wenaded man. He was 5 Union men snd feared the
Caonlederates would take his horses, but knew that if he had
& wounded man in his house, they would nst disturb him,
He took sspecially good care of ma and no doubt saved my
life with his good nursing. When he got his afsirs in shape
so he could leave the country, he sent to Murfrssshoro for 4
squsd of men to be sent out to guard him to vown, Capt,
Faver Cason came with bis company of cavaley and ssw him
eafe to Murfreesbhoro, from where be weat to Tndiana. |
Imz never heard from him since, bur have tried repeatedly
t9 do so.

“The might ke Jeft me proved to be the most horrible of all
my trials, He sold all of his effects that he could not move to
the negroes in the neighborhood, whe had been notified of his
intention to leave. The small bed that | was on had been sold
19 a big negro feilow who lived ness, and he promised Mr.
Freas that he would stay with me until morning (the family
left about midnight). The wagons were not out of hearing
before the negro began briaging in fence rails to make a fire
by putting one end on ths fire and the other out on the foer,
as he did not take time 1o cut or break them. | begged him
to desist, but he would not obey me; said he would make me
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a good fize and then go howe, He filled the fireplics with
the rails aad then lefs me. 1 hud a fise fire for & time, bug did
st enjoy i, #s 1 expivered the housa to bura and me with i,
as 1 was perfestly helpless; (ortunately, the ralle were cedar
w64 the fire disd oul belore reaching the fiees,

“Phe nest morning, Me. John M. Casen, hearing (roms the
negroos that Mr. Freas had gone, came aver sarly to see
what hiad teeome of me, He found me very cold and despond-
snt,  He hurvied back home and gor some treakiast and bed
clothing for me, Ha then notified My, M, W, Huddleston of
wiy eondition, whe st anee came with wagon and leather bed
andl Lol ms o Kis house and nursed mie wadl [ was able s
walk an erutehas, some times during the saely suminer of 1863,

My, MeKay remalined in that Aeighborhood (Cainsvifle) for
some months, on crutches 8 part of the time, and when he lely
able ha joined 4 company of cavaley under Capt, J. M. Phillips
and tried to go with them. The eflort of #iding put bim to
bed agaln. and be realized there could bie de miors active serv-
iz for Wim, So he got his parale renawed, (hat hie might re-
tirn home, and reached his grandisther's house on 2 Suaday
marning early In 1564,

* ¥

On the morning of Tuesday, May 18, 1926, jn Nashvilis,
Tenn., just as his comrades were preparing Lo leave for the ra-
union in Blemingham, the spinit of William L. MeKay was
whafted ta that heavenly reanion with his eomrades of the gray.
He hiad passed inro his eighty-fourth yaar , yot age was never
associated with him, for his was ever that spirlt which asi-
mated and cheored.  Ater & life of suffering, of patient en-
durance, and faithfulness to duty, he has passed to the re-
ward of the (aithfal,

Comrade MeKay was sn Alabamian by birth, but the
family went from Madisen County to Clarksvills, Tenn., in
his early He, and it was from there that he palisted in Com-
pany [ 18th Tennessee Infantry, under Colonel Palmer, in
July. 1861, at Camp Trousdale. He wae in the battle of Fort
Donolson and there became & peisener. Altor being ex-
changed, he rejoined his regiment at Muriressbons. He was
afie of the eolor guard of his regiment, and in the fierce charge
niade by Preckinridge at Stone River on january 2, 1863, he
was shot dewn, a Minie ball shattering the bone of bis tight
leg between the hip and kaee. It was maay months before
he could use ir again, and though the wound never hesled,
he could walk faiely well with the help of a stick, sand he was
grateful for its preservation, Through & long and active life,
he patienily endured the suflering from that wound, never
complaining, alway cheerful and hopelul, an example of forti-
tude seldsm, if ever, squalled,

The exteact from Lisutensnt Dilion's diary was preserved
by atir comrade in bis littie book, Gut with it was this modest
eommant: “l inclined ta think the compliment was paid me
simply biscause | was the worst wounded maa in the compa-
ny that did not die. It secuied slmost 2 sricacle that [ ever
got up at all.”’

After the war, W. L. McKay found emplovment in various
occupations, later on as deputy in the office of the county
trustee, and thea for masy years a member of the Davidson
eounty revenue commission. Of late years he had been special

on the Confed Pension Board, whick he held

at the time of his death. He was ever held in the highest
esteem by the people of Nashville and Davidson County,
widely knowa for his outstanding character and faithfulness
to duty.

Comrade McKay is survived by his wife, who was Miss
Harriet Word, a soa and a daughter. Three sons and a little
daughter preceded him to the spirit world,




