mmmmmmmm;ggmuummmrm
of the Bleventh lover than at Bardstown. ﬂéinwurofdmmatha
Lousville and Hashville gave them the chanbe to regain their strength
and yestore their morale. :
Mthemnwreeagertose’conviﬂ%tha'm. -In over
seven months of army sexvice they had not & gun fired in anger.
Tmily they vatched for orders to move sou i'mnmmma.m
mmumm;mnm,msmdtmwm'tm
moanght nmmwalhmum”u;mtmmum
vould be gotting my further south, He had heard that both the L
Eastern and Western sarmies wore Qattina for & fight vhich
would probebly end it a11.” E

Athlmnttharegﬂmntloatita.mésl. From the time he

mmmm,colonelmym ,_aw‘cllm, In .,
1861, he bad recoverad from an unknown silment.'” Whataver it wes,
nmmmwwbmmmu b ', Colensl. Stoughtpn
wenbefontharegimt left Michigsn. ?mmmmm
mmmmumn,cmmmpecu@n,mmomm
uctiwwtinngimnt&lnlaﬁmvithﬂuwbna. &zchmldLnt
mwbmmmcummmmmmm:tomm1w

command . E .
. mmlq,nportlhmihwede&acmrormco&ond‘l
. : 4
health. Oa March 26, leée,mczxronicui?portedtmcapmn

Nells to Wife, Apr. 18, 1862, WEM
10¢cnronicle, Septs 11, 1861, pv 3¢




Bpencer, home on leave, had given them the news that Colonel May

had resigned and vas returning to Michigen.'} The next day The

Journal sald that Major Doughty, also home on leave, had informed

them the Colonel was sbout to resign.? fTheose were prematuve reports,

m&mamuwmummmm«mtuwm

had been very sick, he would be active agaln soon. Hs could not

yet leave his room, but his health vas improving.t3 |
Hevertheless, Colonsl May resigned om April 1, ana shortiy

mmwmch.m Hemseaainmn'eaRImcmAprua'(

sppareatly in fecble bealth,:5 mtarnmrﬂhadtha@olmalretmning

to the Eleventh as Master of ‘rransportation.-16

But»he seems never
to have returned to service, Perhaps he lacked experience for
field command, slthough thischar?gaeonld huvev'beun laidﬁpoﬁ
practically mrymwho starteﬁlhiu armr c&reerurénof.ficerr.}
mCOhmldidnoﬁleavetheregimtmhemmefoxmw
qualified to command, for he had passed the tests set by the ex-
extining board to deternine the fiiness of volinteer cfficers. |
xamuvauukedbyhnmumotmx-orﬁcer. The most

Umia,, Mer. 26, 1862, ps 3.

125ournal, Mar. 27, 1862, pe 3.

Uuw to Blair, Mar. 29, 1862, Regimental Berviss Records.
i"xeoora, Eloventh Michigen Infantry, p. 6b.

__?-%mae, Apr. 0, 1862, ps 3.

Wna., ey 7, 186, 5. 3.

17;’“}_’9\31, Feb. 20, 1.8&@, p. 2,
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likalyexplanationisthstmnmuayma&minolym. Theonly
mfworubhcﬂticimofmufomdmthetn@ of!heﬂepOrtar,w
and that expression of editorial opinion was istrongly critieued
bysmmmnmmmgimnt.

| Ha vas succoeded by Willdam Lo
mwlcomed'byavaryom. hreminedin

ghtan, whnge Bp?oinmc

torthenexttvo

Belmntmthaemhangeinkpruotthai:
misksts for Springflelds.’? They had heard ‘
to know their real value, and these rifles dfa a grest deal to in-

Creass the aelf-»conﬁdance of the men.

ﬂ.z'tually idantical. M were mzsle» oRAif
cali'ber conical lead bullct. They had the w. length of slightly
over fifty-eight inchu, md vith bayonet vagghed
A bullet fired from this rifie could hit s mRa-sised cbject &t six

mggm Feb. 22, 1862, Pe 3

Yenrontote, May ! n, 1&&, Pe 30




tundred yards,Zl and this degree of accuracy changed certain battle
tacties. ; 1 (S |

In the days af;smothbore muskets, the infantry weapon had
such poor accuracy that appouing lineu of battle would have to
o.ypmachto within one hundred yards of each otb.erbefore the fire-
pover of the guns cog‘ld take a noticesble toll. Over this short
distance a battle lina could make a svift dayonet charga and over-
vhelm the enemy's Aposfition before many volleys had 'been fim&,’ a
tactic often used by . both sides, Thus, vhen both sides were aimed
Vith the smoothbore musket, the vespon itself aid little to d.ctermine
the outcome of th' ‘bsttle. o ”

By the time oftho Civil War, the weapon had changed but the
tactics bed not. Arn;den still stood and faced ea.ch‘ other. But nov,
with:riflomcmté:uptosixmmdredym, 1£ the two lines
rucedeachotherforéverylong a lot ornenﬁore gbindtobikilled.
In theory they could dcstroy aach other. T?bu rifled musket now pve
a decided ldvmtaaa to the defensive army, ivhich now, had the firepover
to break up a bayomi:é charge before it ¢ } reach them. Korcovu-}
1f the defenders had um to construct log and earth breastworks,
their position could zn carried only with the greatest difficulty,
Thus the only way for the offensive army td avoid the slaughter of
iummmtomi%mnmverthamw. thoughthcpzuticeof
building breastworks ;.o defend a position not universally sdopted
nntuthnmttvoycmottham,‘by tpringoflﬁ&thc;mx:

A

"

11
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E
kncv?t vas almost imperative for & regiment to bave rifled muskets.
As lqng &8s a regiment armed vith smoothbores fouaht othar regimenu
imify.rly armed, they were, in thia regard, aqually mtched. But

h help & regiment srmed with smoothbores in a stand-'up fight
on armed with the nev rifles. Undzrstandshly the men oi‘ the

E

Elcventh vers slated vith their nev arms. _ _
Bomtimmmthalutmkinlmril cm::.elStoughm

was 'matomVeMangimttoxamme Thiaocnldonlym
thint tlmmmvmmingtoggtclouenwghtothnmbm
) torl.tight. mmuckeatmtouaskvillamuldhavebeenbytrdn

"dmm ALouimnam!anhvine, mtmm%nfedemtcam
' thelimatintemdiatepointl,thsrailmadmabmdoned

| for kmre eircuitous mute.a2 ‘ )

After the companies had rc-assem‘bled at Belmnt, they tpent N
an enEire day packing their bma ror the three-day trs.p. @bm o
5300&x7thamningof , April 28, the Tegiment boarded the
ind began the twenty-five mile trip north to Loulsyille.23
torthatrun,ittooktm&outtenA
to travel this short distance, Then, tired and mm from the
tediau%lrido 24 the men vaited on tha uunmumm, before
ranmiginunema d to Portland at the rmwmsmn
tho stewr B. K. hirchild at 9100

the mermon the ltemr lt&rted dovn

MWMWMW WAH JOtol Wit * ais 54 s ohe s
o »
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,hofthacwfberlmd%
Vhen Andrewvs' Butteryofmchim mnle:yhndmdmth,
nmmmﬁwmmm,gatmoummmofmm
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 gee oy frien mmmwmw,mmmm
5 3 mmbnr, .
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S SR Mthtoow

§t
gl
!

drimbytha totha;ggondatmotthurw:s. Boma
Al matonwwplningnonm
: ,_tfortheircatmmma,....
' iloomy ‘eondition, ‘they chaered us’ -
heartily. Wthdzcmtomnatm Yes 8 horse -
mmato;,mmﬁnmmmmmummm
was sitting lrg stearn /sic/, steering the cance. !hnm
i cnhorsc-mk vnd.hinha mdcumdm,muthnbm
! passed, the ammmwmmwmne,'
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Boiivran

.

Onmdneudaymnmgtha:teamrentmdthcmthorthc

&nﬂnrlmdandbeaantbetnpmrinrtommua corporalv«na
'thoushttherimmthamttbemimlhabadmrmn. ¥a

cepeciauylikedthcbmks,mchinphcesmelmmhundmafect

‘high, vith rocks and trees cnngingtotheirsidea. Mamomw:day
‘('fmmingthqmuedrortnonelaon. !hemmmmmtontop

'felf

E S

l

I-nd 'bour thu battletiem, 'but the 'boa.t captain 8aid the'y mat cnnt:lme
tomahﬂm. Atmanthzymdmdntm.arkwinn rmthebout
they@ouldmthntp&rtottherdlm&dmmmmmu .

gmmamxecm-mtim@, mmenmatummm,
jdorponl?emobser\redthat  + + tho paopla are reaping thatr
:mvardtartheirintmstmthiurebelliong Atmmdomtheymaad
yzmmm«mr,mammmmuvimmammmm
mmmhea'toamammmxmtummw
:»pitchedthzirtentz. Thewnhadthomghlymaoyedtheirwridc,

mwmmmwwspmummummamme.

‘I‘hayhopedtheirathbthacitywuu‘bcbrittt thaywenlnxioul

geormmnebeu.ﬁ_ I .

qum ﬁ?izqﬁﬁmm% b i

| 3°H¢11!'" 7 mfc, w 2, 1.86a Wells Pépers,
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CHAFTER VII

fashville was not & Union town., For tha first time the men

7=y

of the Eleventh experienced hostility from the citi;m of a "c":lty. '

Captain Bennet wrote: "You can judge somsthing of
sentiment here, wvhen I tell you that Union men are

thc politic&l

R

“‘082‘00”

'mnmmmmm's_camv" mmummmam

hostility. In the Kentucky towns, vhere there had

civilunl When they mccim &old treatment from

thc peoph ot '

Nashville, they falt 1ittle ohligation to help theg. -

Sothe)nohimmnmnotutmunhgppy1
business ot the localmrchantt’

_hadmna@ad.to secure qmntitio
m;lsatoromnponthc '

bom:trong(huon -
mtmnt,mmmumqnﬁ.mm wm:thapusmcfm -
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and ‘l‘ecmuh.l
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After ths battle of Shilch, the Confederate army had re-
treated; nov it vas being slovly tollowcdby’nthiontoico under
Henry W. Ealleck. When :llﬁenth Michigan reached Washville,
there vas a promise of snother great battle near Corinth, Nissifsippi.
The regiment vas esger
Put 1t d1d get close

for the men to feel they had been of some
. o e

b
! :
oppomgmucx&co’nnthm'  General Plerre Besuregard:

l‘

;'Itm.ueckhadonlthvnit, his force was tuporiortonythingtht

'mum-mmmmmma

Kentucky. ' In this Morgad vas ‘emtnently mucces fur 2

'com-mnu-coum;mimth-nm But cautious Halleck never
'didgctacha.rpicturc f Rebel strength. Onareuonmgcm.,_

N £h di4

hdeutactvalrymnnama.!ohnntmtbbrgm lbrganmanobm 23

Lwlp

officer wvho had Minsuiahed hizseif in the rhtreat from Shiloh.”
wmmwﬁutocoml, vith &
lcunlryrmclndmno{thuvnimtrooptin

g

]

S e 5 : E LA

lchronicle, May mﬁa, p. 2. Lleuten t nen.mun 'l’rmr.ls,
.‘l‘mtrm xy, vrote of Michikan soldiers 3
wnm.ulicumbmkmulviththavhm, lettforthcﬁouth.

field dmy the money their fathers had
thotimottho 37-38 panic., Benjamin F. Tr
Twenty-rifth M (mmsoo, Mich.t Kalam
P v :

. 2 ) -'.':';-_(:57.' :»‘;"é;p - ‘ -_“
1. Born, ‘rannum Norman, Oklahomat
Unim-uty of Okhhou ﬁ&?’%ﬂ, p. 186, e

76

o get to the fight. It never reached Corinth,
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‘A small Union force under Gensral M-mm stationed

at Columbia, Temnesses, about forty-five mileg mxth ot xumm, S

o Bupday, May b, kwmumdbarﬁ'a@entmotm--

. ment beyond his picket lines, Concluding that the force on his front -

m.lirm enough to thregten his position, he telegraphed Nashville
for reinforcements to be sent to FPranklin, sbout half way between
Nashville and Colunbia.d N

At 9100 on the evening of May b, the men of the Elsventh

Michigan were roused and told to be resdy in fifteen minutes to.

march to. thamilxoad dépot at Hashville. The xegimt wvas ‘m ita -
vay by 10100, &b midnight it arrived at thedupot, but the fen-d1a -
not leave mmuabmssoommamniﬁgotwy»m
eighteen-hour valt at the depot with nothing but ecold mtign‘p aia

little to 1ncrem the nmen's respect for their gsnerals. ‘rhnordcr

to march to Franklin ves changed, end ths regiment contimied to-
Colurbia, whers it arrived shortly sfter midnight on the morning of
May 6. Bythintimthedmgarofattackhadlonanmmm,
mdmmnwnordcmintocampmmmumuﬂ:tcwt
oxders.® | " - R
‘Ihnmnlaftbehindat!uhvﬂlahadcomcbmtocm

than those vho had gone to Coluzbis. Those soldicrn, not :hi. to

mreh, had‘bean detailcdviththncmpoqnim, andpucodﬂ.nchup

of Addison Draket S A

30fricinl Records, X, Part IT, 161.
honrontele, May 28, 1862, p. 2.
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body lcft the camp was alarmed by
of *pickgtl. Supposing the.

‘ ‘btlommﬂm diffcrmtfronthofomtlcnoft\famtrm. This
he triumphantly accomplished by the stentorimn issus of the order,
therlig boyt,intvom:%onmendmdmontm
o

rortuﬁutely, no force attacked Drake's battle line,
Tumsimtreminedatcolmbufcr smrﬂ.veekaupnrb

ofmmnm.,xwungthsymedatmummm

mle-tothcmthunotknovnsothmn?tbaircmpmonan

Veuvﬂimumrulom&dtmmmwcwm:moﬁl

b&ttery 1f att.ackedﬁ

On Vay 6, compmiesA, D, ¥, H, and I vere detailedt-o o
accompsry & provision train of JJIS vaeonl d.estined for mmtsviile »
Ahbm Af"teranunemtml trip tventynilen nmzthvu-d, theyvcre
mlievedandretm'nedtocup methcymivadon!ﬂy9, thay
fmmamrﬁwcmiecgmmcwmamatmanponed
to be forming in Cedar Svamp, about ten miles from colxmbin." This
expedition ret.umad. eupty bl.ndad.

The regimsnts at Columbia were kept on almost constant &ltrt
by Rebel activity beyond the picket lines. The Eleventh had its
share of duty. Orders came into regimental headquarters at all

* hours of the day and night. Companies, detachments, and sometimes

SRsporter, Kug. 21, 1863, p. 1.
6rvid., ame 21, 18682, p. 2.
7Chron1010 May 21, 1862, p; 2.
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“ole regiment would be sent in search of the enemy. Some
‘.o were on plcket duty every night. Mo Rebels were captured,
* 7 :n soon learned the danger of straying beyond their pickets,
17, Privates Jonathan Perguson snd Kneeland Latham were sur-
) :; seven armed Rebels while out hunting government mules.
disarmed, marched six miles, and after being forced to
Tonfederate oath, were turmed loose. Thoroughly Mght;nad,
" ed to camp that night.o
© o frultless troop movements discouraged Corporal Wells.
"1 he wrote his wife that he had expected the war to be over
"in, but there were hundreds of unexpected and unavoidable
. 7 +d so we must learn to walt with patience for the
* 1 of peace & our return home."? On May 23, he vrote that
2 going out on several expeditions against the Rebels,
".:1s always ran faster, and no fights developed.’® Within
- tvee days the men at Columdia must have received glowing
i2Clellan's Peninsular Campaign, for on May 26, Wells
" ihe news of the var vas good. The boys thought their
»ly done. Once more the country would dbe happy and
*.;y could return to their loved ones at home,lt
iay, Jme 2, Andrew Johnson, the War Governor of
~ivud., by train to attend a Union meeting at Columbia.

s ter, June T, 1862, p. 1.

N

T to Wife, May 11, 1862, Wells Papers.

M

7 to Wife, May 23, 1862, Ibid.
"1 to Wife, May 26, 1862, Ibid.
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An immense and enthusiastic crowd of the military met Jodmson at the
depotj Adjutant Chadwick failed to see & singlé oivilien in the group.
HeaviXy escorted, the Johnson party rode to the Nelson house vhere
the Governor spoks for three hours. Chadwick noted that although
the talk was & good one, there were less than a hundred civilians
present. He thought the people did not turn ocut because they feared
reprisals from the Rebels, 2
Lieutenant m Sturgis of Company A dnacri_bad tt'u,‘crmrd
vho heard the Governor as "immense.” He wrote that the Governor's
talk o
+ » « was conclliatory and peaceful, though not fawn liks and
gilding, as & politician begging for pudblic favor and patronage,
but like & man, dold and determined, dealing pondsrcus blows upon .
the guilty heads of Northern Abolitionists and Bouthern Becession+
ists, the known instigators of treason and rebeilion. He assured
Tennesseans in sympathy with the South, that they could naver
succeed in their nefaricus scheme against the Government, and that
today, but little more than a year from its open birth, their soi’

called “Confaderacy,” & bastard child of the devil, was making {ts
last spasmodic struggle for life!

Sturgis descrided the Governor as
¢ + o yather larger than medium, with a full and healthy development
of mind and body. His ample face is & map of profound wisdom, -
inflexible vill, and determined energy; and his keen, black eye,
that lights up the vhole man, indicates alike peaceful, but vhen
arcused, a fiery soul within. Jolnson is one of Eature's noble-
m;mdiulit;tcm, is Jjustly classed among the first in
m’.u.

81x months of soldiering had taken its toll of the Eleventh
" Michigan. Om JQuns 7, 1862, of the 1029 who left Michigan, Adjutant
Chadwick could report only 501 privates for duty. The entire force
present and absent vas 866, of which 189 vere either sick or on

Hmma,l&ée,p.z.

13Jocurnal, Ame 19, 1862, p. 2.




| 81
furlough. The regiment had lost 163 through death, discharge, or
desertion.t? Although the regiment had yet to’ hear a shot fired in
anger; its atrectiw force had been cut almost in half,

'l'heae \meka at Coltmhiawhm‘a had their frustrations and
dmsers,butrormwofthemthemmen,joynhlo The men
mmMemtmmmmwmudmmmm
How Sone; Bhoep, ymmghoga,ma'poulmmtmadtoMrinm
cmp,inspiuottbebﬂtemsofthawldimtokeepthmaw.
Yumer: who found prodtwu nissins could always resisterlctmpla»int
atmgmnmm@mrbmmmmmthafouoﬂngw.
No incriminating evidence was mr found, nmannaticeottha
‘search had preceded the fnmer.ls

Onthemminsofmmegthammnthmuivedordcntom
to Murfreesdora, l.mall town about thirty miles southeast of Nash-
ville. mummmmmnmtmmwmcﬂmhu
depot where 1t boarded the train and returnsd to Nashville, After
transfer to nmthsr M, it mivod at Murfreesboro after dark,
and camped in a grove about & half mile from town. The men expected
mmmmm:ﬂmhumwﬂwd,thhamm
had other plans, There had been reports of increased Rabel activity
in the mountains of middle Tennessee, and the real reascn for the
. march to Murfreesboro wvas to Join an expedition forming under General

hﬂm,mm, ,p.a.

15Bo'un 8 Oration,
16yel1s to Wife, June 10, 1862, Wells Papers.




Dumont, composed of five regiments of infantry, parts of two cavalry

7

regiments and t@n pleces of lrtmery.l?
“ On June 10, the Rleventh vas ordered to be ready tha next
morning with sixdaylmtiony, .two-in haversacks and four c¢n the
provision wvagons. No one from the lowest corporal to the brigadier
general seemed to know what was up, At least General Dumont was
trying to bagin the movement wihout the enemy knowing his purpose.
Barly the next morning the column marched east on the
McMinoville Pike. The regiments with their baggage wegons and
provisicn m-mmm-mmm causing Lieutenant
Sturgis to reflect that it equalled in megnitude and surpassed in
splendor Washington's srmy when it evacuated FPhiladelphias
It was the grandest mllitary diaplaywhﬂvevifmnsed since

ve have been in the army; and as wve looked upon the forest of

- bright bayonets and shining firelocks gleaming fiercely in the -
sun; and sav the long train of artillery, snd listened to tha
heavy tramp of infantry, and rumbling of borses, wve felt an -
exulting defiant pride, such that, if the world had risen
agninltm,wmldhawhtﬂndthmu@tnthnaatlordeﬂh

}:_ginina our military glory, and qpholding our national
pride.
After twenty miles the columm raached the cutakirts of Woodbury, and
the cavalry mads a futile dash inte town to catch some Rebels, Tha
men, encamped for supper, hoped for a full night's rest; but at .
11300 that night the column reformed. Covering enothar twenty-two

miles in an all-night march, the regiments arrived at McMinnville at

17m-na1 .m,v 10, 1862, p. 1. Wells identifies four of the
infantry regimntl a8 ths Eleventh Michigan, Fifth Minnesota, Bixty-
ninth and Seventisth Ohio. Walls to Wife, June 20, 1862, Wells Papers.

187 urnal, July 10, 1862, p. 1.
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10100 on the morning of June 12.19 Genersl Dumont had hoped to
catch a Confederate force believed to be operating out of that town.
But hé found 1t deserted, and the men enjoyed & day's rest. BHe
permitted no civilians to leave tovn and arrested all who emtered.
About 250 were thus seized and forced to taks the cath of allegiance.Zt

Learning that the Confedsrates were preparing to take a
stand at Pikeville, General Dumont resumed his march at 3:00 on the
mrﬁingofmlh. The men soon began & three-mile ascent of a
ridge in the Cumberland Mountains. It vas a xough road, snd meny
MmmmmmmﬂmmcMMthamﬁnum
strewvn vith those who ecould go no further.?? Lieutenant Sturgls
thought the roads were the " . . . steepest, hilliest, roughest, rock-
jest (superlatives don't do it justice,) s + . evar traveled by men."
The country for miles around was an uncultivated region, with few
clearings to break the monctony of the scene.”> The men had covered
only seven miles since McMinnville vhen they encamped at 10100 in
the evening. Bincotheyhadleﬁthairknapammdblmketlntﬂu
foot of the mountain with the baggage train, they had no rations.
They pressed a nearby flock of sheep into service, cooked a saltleas
supper and slept in the brush vithout their blankets and with the
temperature near freesing., By morning the baggage train drought hard

15yells to Wife, Juns 20, 1862, Wells Papers.

20 Journal, July 10, 1862, p. 1.
2lyells to Wife, June 20, 1862, Wells Papers.

21pia.
23Joumn1, July 10, 1862, p. 1.



crackers for bnakfut.ah

The column had marched several miles in the morning, vhen a
dispateh informed the advance guard of cavalry that the Confederates
had evacuated Pikeville and could not be found. Bixty-five miles
from the nearest supply base, vith rations running lov, General
Dumont gave up the chase and returned to McMinnville, The reversed
dalisin snsspel b 15100 n the evening of Jume 15, on the Bank of
.ll}muboutsﬁhﬁmthaw-temrmtarthemum. At
MoMinnville the next morning the men vere fed with 5,000 pounds of
bread which General Dumont had ordered the citizens to prepare to
save their town from burning. The men were so hungry it made little
difference that the bread vas not of the best quality.

-Therca;!mntsr@uinednt}hmnmmgmm-kmmtho
afternoon of June 17, when they resumed the march to Murfreesboro.
At 11100, ths men rested a few hours, then contimued to Woodbury,
vhere they arrived at Ti00 the next morning,2? having been marched
at nid:ttoavoidthcoppnnivchutﬁnddut.% Leaving Woodbury
at %300 on the evening of Juna 18, the column continued westwvard.
Atm;hmmrmforunmm,mmutodmm
spirits of the men, wvho sang and shouted all ths tims. The column
reached Murfressboro about 5:00 the next morning.

Exhausted by their 170 mile march, the men spent the remainder
" of Jme 19 and a1l of the next day in camp, As Corporal Vells said,

Zhyells to Wife, Ame 20, 1862, Wells Papers.
231014,

263ournal, July 10, 1862, p. 1.
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there was no use in following the Rebels ® , » « for retreat has be-
come & science with them & they are getting so, they understand it to
perfeq,tion.'a .

On June 21, the Eleventh returned to Nashville and resuned
its place with ths garrison.28 Colonsl Btoughton revived his policy
of constant drill, and on June 25, almost lost his life. The regiment
wvas drawn up in battle line with the Colonel on his horse in front of
the men. As the men were being put through the mamal of arms for
£iring formations, an accidentally discharged musket killed the
hm‘le-‘ag | .

© On July 1, General Buell ordered the Eleventh Michigan to

march at once to Murfreesboro,>° This order must have been counter-
manded, for the next dmy the regiment was still at Nashville.>t PBut
the folks back home knew only of the original order, nndwhan, on
July 13, Confederate General Nathan Forrest captured the Murfreesboro
garrison, word reached Michigan that the Eleventh was included in
the surrender. It vas several days before the rumor vas correctad,3?

“Tvells to Wife, June 20, 1862, Wells Papers.
28.‘1% July 10, 1862, p. 1.

“Beporter, July 12, 1862, p. 3,
Xorricial Records, XVI, Part II, 88,

pid., pe L.
3PReporter, July 19, 1862, p. 3.



CHAPTER VIII §

1 4 : :
"I do not know vhat more we could do to get into & fight.”

Vith Rebel activity incressing morth of Hashvills, the
Eleventh Michigan returned to Kentucky. First knowledge of & new
thrust cams vhen four companies of the Ninth Pennsylvenia Cavalry
encountered a large Confederate force undsay James B, Starnes at
Tompkinsville, Kentucky, on July 9, 1862, The Eleventh Michigsn was
tumedintely dispatched and the chase vas on.t For five weaks the
regiment pursued phantom Confederate horsemen under Forrest, Morgan,
and Starnes.® Only twice did they get within striking distance of
the enemy, mdqnlyomcmhawithinrmgaorthurstmu; It vas
the same old story of the futility of sending infantry after

cnvnhvﬁ

late on July 9, Colonal John ¥, Miller sent the Eleventh by

rail to Bovling Green to aesist against l-brgm..# The men broke camp

lorricial Records, XVI, Part IT, 113,

2General Busll later testified that the examct identity of the
Confederate force vas seldom known. Ibid,., XVI, Part I,

3A Branch County history states the Eleventh Michigan was
Buppliad with horses and used as mounted infantry for a brief period

while they wers near Paris, Kentucky, Other sources of the action
" near Paris make no mention of this. Possibly the regiment was mounted

at some other time during its Kentucky campaign. History of Branch
County, Michigan, p. 66.
Bore1oial Records, XVI, Part I, 753, Colonel John ¥, Miller

vas in commend at Nashville. Miller, as well as most of the men in
the EKleventh, usually referred to the unknown Confederate raiders as

Morgan's. 86




in a hurry, leavinathnirtents,uaounimmbehind. They
arrived at the Louisville and Nashville Railrchd depot about midntght.
Calon®l Miller supposed they wera to leave immediately, but they
waited five hours for the train’ and reached Bowling Green at noon.
Morgan wvas novhers in the vicinity. After time out for dinner the
regiment pushed om to Cave City. No raiders were there, either.
But Colonel Stoughton heard they could be found at Glasgow, and he
roused hia men at 11:00 at night to march through the rain and mud,
Hhmtwﬁhtmnﬂuswﬂtoughtmlemedthstlbrmh&dlm
Alie AWELES WNeaiuE, S0l e Basehed Ve men back to Cave City,S
Here the regiment vas divided, one part returning to Bowling Green,
the other going by rallrosd to Mmfordville.! Stoughton went with
the Mnfordville detachment, since he had reports that Morgan was
sbout to burn the (reen River bridge nearby. He found the bridge
intact, and no Rebels in sight. He remained there overnight to
premtwdattnntion.s Then, on the report that Morgan was forty
miles to the east, the Bleventh and another regiment were ordered
across country toward Columbim. After marching about three miles,
the column was ordered to return, for Morgan vas now reported to de

SJournal, July 2k, 1862, p. 2.
6114,

TJames B. Fry, Chief of Staff for General Buell, ordered five
companies to each town., Official Records, XVI, Part I, T32. Although
no record has been found indicating which companies returned to Bowvling
Oreen, Corporal Wells wrote that the sick veres left in Eashville, and
abwtaOOmmtiuincmatnowungGm Vells to Wife, July
22, 1862, Wells Papers.

aknﬂ.uhle evidence is inadequate to establish a desfinite
time sequence. The regiment probadly arrived at the bridge the
.m.in‘ of July 11.
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burning Lc‘bnnan.g From Mmfordville, the regiment wvas soon ordered

tocmtimubytrﬁntomm?vheuﬂormmlmmwh
heading,2® On July 1%, the Eleventh was at Louisville, waiting for
ibrgmtocomtotham.u

Whﬂnlbrganhadmtuppemdl\fterthreadwn the Eleventh
moved with other units under the command of Colonel Cicero Maxwell
%o Frankfort, vhers Brigadler General 6. Clay Suith was organizing
a force to move against Mbrgan, nov reported nesr Georgetown. But
Suith left Frankfort without Maxwell's units and marched toward
.Iaxington,vhamhawuldbemlbrsan'llm-ﬂm4 ¥hen Yorgan
vithdrev tovard Paris, Smith continmued the pursuit on the twrnpike
from Lexington to Paris, 2

A% 2100 on the morning of July 18, Colomel Maxwell left
Frankfort with & force of 1,200 and marched tovard Paris.:3 From
Georgetovnltlltoohamtwordafhispoaitmﬁﬂmitha Just
betore midnight, General Sulth instructed the Colomel to contimue
hMl,mvhmvithinfmwfiWnileaotthﬁm,toinfom

e

e

" 9Jcurnal, July 2b, 1862, p.2. On My 12, Colonel Miller
vrote he had Just received s dispatch that Colonel Stoughton and
cther troops were marching to intercept ths snemy at Bear Wallow,

‘Mller is probedly referring to the attempted march from Munford-

ville to Columbis. Official Records, VI, Paxt I, 753,

Ogournal, My 25, 1862, Pe 24
Lohronicls, July 23, 1862, p. 2.
120rf1c1a)l Records, XVI, Part I, 758-59.

13ymxwell’s forae was the Rleventh Michigan, Fifty-fifth
Indisna, one company of the Sixteenth United States Infantry, part

of the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, snd a section of Nicklin's Battery.
Ibido’ p‘ 7&0




him. Maxwell recalled his pickets, reformed the colum, and contimed
eastvard on July 19. This was between 2300 and 3100 in the morning,
mdtpnorﬁemhadtrwblasmtingthecolm, forthamenhnd.
slept little since theix lastmrch Halfwvay to Paris, Maxwell
legimed from Snith, then within six miles of Paris on the Lexington
Pita, that Morgan vas moving tovard Winchester, Bmith thought he
could Bold him until Maxvell arrived.t®

Bo at last the Federals had an effective force within striking
aistance of Morgan, Colonel Maxwell with 1,200 men vas epprosching
Paris from the Georgetown road, vhile General Smith with 1,100 men
vas coming up from Lexington. Although they d1d not know the size
of Morgan's forces, both Union commanders knew that together they
wuaatlmtémthacm.mfam. If Maxwell could arrive in
um,mithcouldutandhuumtocomlbrmnomy@odnm
of retreat along the Winchester road. It did not matter whether the
Unicn forces were strong encugh to defeat the Rebels. If ¥organ
could be held in check for several hours, A Federals would arrive,
and the chass would be over.

This strategy depended on Colonel Maxwell and his men. Max-
well continued until he was within foaur miles of Paris. Here, between
8100 and 9100 in the morning, & oivilian told him that Morgen vas
s5b411 {n Paris and ready to give dattls, The colum moved forvard &

short distance, halted, and scouts sent shead. They retwrned, in-
forming the Colonel that they had seen horsemen. Maxwell formed his

Yimpia,

cammE




men in line of battle and waited., A message from Bmith informed
lhxwellthattheﬂe:neralmabouttwnileaf;mhrinontha
Lexington turmpike, and directed the Colonel to move his commnd as
quickly as poasible to the fair grounds on the turnpike. Maxwell
immediately formed his men and resumed the march. Here&:hed?aril
&bout 10130 in the morning, but Morgan had escaped on the Winchesgter
road 22 |

Genera) Smith wes in Paris vhen Maxvell arrived. Smith
found that Maxwell's men vere as tired and hungry u his owm, but
bhe determined to continue the pursuit at once. He learned that
Morgan had been reinforced seven miles from Paris by 2,000 men under
Colonel Willisms and was returning to attack the town. A captain of
the Paris Home Guard assured Smith that the informant vas @ reliable
man and had seen Morgan's forces. E8mith nov deployed his txoops to
defend the town. Hse sent Colonel Leonidaa Mrtcalfe with 250 men on
a recomaissance, from which Metcalfe returned in the evening to
repert no Rebels on the Winchaster z-:wa.tl.l6

Pt;rauit wvas delayed until early morning because of & dyanching
thmderstorm which lasted most of the night. After tha stoym, &nith
marched towvard Winchester with most of the cavalry,n followed by
Maxwell, row in command of all of the infantry. After commandeering
- all the wegoms he could find to haul his weary soldiers, Maxwvell
reached Winchester at 5:00 in tha evening of July 20. At Winchester

151bid., pp. T62-63.
léI'bid., P T&J.
1Tv14., p. 761,
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the men learned that Morgan had left hours before. Bmith then
ordered Maxwell to place 130 infantry in wagons and proceed with the
cavalry toward Richmond. At Maxwell's suggestion, the order was
mdirlédx the Coleonel found emough wagons to carry all of the Eleventh
Michigan and parts of two other regiments, With 500 wagon-borne
infantrymen, the column left Winchegter at 11:00 that evening,
ferried the Kentucky River, and arrived at Riclhmond at 10:00 on the
morning of July 21. Late that evening Maxwell received orders from
General Jeremiah Boyle to return to Lexington. This was accomplished

on July 22, and the wvagons and horses taken on the march were

returned.la

On Mly 25, General Boyle wrote to General Buell that Morgan
had left Xentucky, and Bmith ought to have captured him.l? But
according to Bacond Lieutenant Henry 8. Platt of the Eleventh Michigan,
the blama for the failure at Paris was Maxwell's. Maxwell and his
colum had axrived near Paris when Morgan and hig men wvere astill
resting in ths town., Maxwell had halted the ¢columm for two hours in
spite of Colonel Stoughton's request that they go on, and this delay
had enabled Morgan to escape with the loss of only a few of his
pickets. It was certainly unusual that Maxwell bheld his men in check
vithin sight of the enemy they had been chasing day and night for

almost & mk.m

m‘.[bid., D 763_. General Boyle wvas in command at Louisville.

191v14., p. TR,
OJournal, July 21, 1862, p. 2. Bergeant Major Platt vas
pramoted to Becond Lieutenant I, March 12, 1862. Record,

Eleventh Michigan Infantry, pp. 73-T%.




Corporal Wells believed they might hzwe c:ptm-ed Morgan m&
his wvhole force if it had not been for the omlardly" c:;mmu.
lut.h:i.n,cmmn ghot uf ¥organ he had drmm hil ﬂcn into line of baﬁ:.tle

m

mdmmdfor!brgmtoattack a.lthoughhzmthavekmwnthab
thaComred.emtc commendey would not do mo. Thaeolmmmmined

wt.ontheirretrest ﬂwmnwreﬂlmim“tommtotbemnd

und intercept the Rebels, but Mexvell would m‘i Allov it, wem i=

_wrota that f:olcmeu Btoughton and Maxvell . 2
mrd.sn‘boutthsaffnir. . . ﬂtoughtonwanbedtocutthamm

s right Btm@ton ': ;;
=7 « » + told him that was wvhat he cams there for; & there was no use
—= marching men to death to get in sight of the enemy & then fold
~ their arma & let the traiter get avay unmolested & hs for one::
-~ would do it no more. anmmmmmmmmw
- - %= found that the rebels had escaped. :

_.-

}

4
e Wi y1

'ifellsmtcthatifthnyhadonlyahotmu,; . thaywulnhsm

ridthecountryofubiglscoundrel&comﬂubbrmhimmlf“h
General m:.t.h, in his official repors, vmt.e that c&onal f.

ﬂ hﬂﬁm .w»

l&xwell mm:mmmmmhuocmudwrm';
abmdomdaneampmt:ﬁmu. Thenitmthnt &nithhadlw*ne&,u-

1%
thatfourmilelfmtm)hxwellhldtnmdlmanfhtmmdm

rmimdthemfornwlytmhnwazz thntwuhmn-ithntibrgan

F;;\"!" ! 4,&.,‘&;;}4

Zlyells to Wife, Aug. 21, 1862, Wells Papers,
vas not & participant in the Paris cxmpaign, butcertunlydmm
information from mesn of the Rleventh who vere. In his letter hs : =
nistukcnlyrefmtothamﬂly@mndern&tthmntudofu
wvell,

g
i}
<EE

jor s o et

orriom Records, XVI, Part I, T6O.
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used to epcape.

Though Morgan escaped becsuse of Maxwell's hesitancy, Smith
vas plamed, QGeneral Bmith's force wasg inferior to Maxwell's. Half?
were -:,-as.r heme guards without sabers; many were without pistols,
Without Maxwellls tvoops, Smith eould not hope to engage Morgan
effectively,  When &mith reached Paris he had no knowledge of
Maxwell's vheresbouts. HNevertheless he pressed forwvard to give battle,
but eould not divide his colum to cover Morgan's retrest. Lacking
the strength to stop Morgan, Bmith was unsble to resch the Winchester
Pike until the Coufedemtahad;wiﬁkirmmmtlfewofhiar&ar
guard.*

On July 23 the Eleventh Michigan was at Lexington walting for
atmintotake.them'backto Imisville._zh On the 25th they were
vaiting at Louiaville to leave for Russellville, Xentucky, to drive
the Rebel bands from Logan, Christisn, Trigg, and Todd Countics.2>
The regiment, mimus twos or three companies stationed at Bowling

23Maxvell's colum vas composed of organized volunteer and
regular troops. General Bmith had command of 230 Ninth Pennsylvania
Cavalry, 165 Eighteenth Kentucky Infantry, 100 Cincinnati polica, and
100 home gusrds. When within six miles of Paris, he was joined by
500 additioral home guards and three cannon vhich were too heavy for
use cn & chase. Bmith had been ordered by QGeneral Boyle to gather a
force at Frankfort, but when Maxwell arrived, he had additional ordars
frocm Boyle placing Maxwell in command at Frankfort and directing Saith
to move to lexington and take chargs there, Thus Smith, vho was
supposed to be in charge of ths Federal force was ordered to divide
his men and sssume command of the wesker wing. Idid., pp. T59-60.

ah.kmmal, My 21, 1862, p.2.

230ff1c1a) Records, IVI, Part I, 75L.
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Green, vas in camp two miles from the city toward the fair grounds.
Although the men ware still vithout their regimental band oxr camp
equipags, their evening dress parade of July 25, " . . . vas dis-
tmguiaheahythe solidity of movement mnd soldierly bearing of the
troops, and in the precision with which the officers gave their com-

mnnda."es

On July 27, the contemplated move to Russellville was can-
celled, and General Boyle was ordered to Bend the regiment to Nash-
ville 2T re arrived by rail at ths Temnessee capital on July 291»%
Although this move ended the service of the Eleventh Michigan in
Kentucky, it vas pot its last action against dbrgan, Captain Gakes
wrote from Rashville; "You sak why we don't get into & fight and hurt
somebody. HNow the fact 18, we « » &+ try %0 do o, bubt have never
been sble to overtaks the enemy . + + . I d0 not know vhat more we
could do to get intoafight.“eg

Yor two weeks the regiment remmined at Bashville, Then,
during the second week in August, Morgan raided Gallatin, Termessee,
8 point on the ILouisville and Hashville Railroad some thirty miles
to the northeast. Colonel Miller immedistely organized the Eleventh

Michigan, S8ixty-ninth Chis, and four pieces of the Fourth Indiana

Qelm, Aug, 7, 1862, p. 3.
2Topeicial Records, IVI, Part IT, 220,

2Bpaturn of the Eleventh Regiment Wichigan Volunteer Infsatry,
Colonel William L. um@mmmdma for the month of July, 1862,
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Battery.® The Poderals left shortly sfter midnight on August 13.3%
They proceeded l‘lovly, since they feared tha track might have been
torn,up. Within three miles of Qallatin, the train was halted at
the burned-out Camp Creek dridge. Miller moved his men over to ths
pika. As they marched they saw the smoke of burning buildings st
Gallatin,3® A few of Morgan's command, left at the fair grounds to
burn the amphitheater, unexpectedly encountered Miller’s eadvance
guard. BEach outfit was concealed from the othexr By a field of corn,
and was not sware of the other's presence until they met at a cross-
roads.33 Three raiders were killed in an exchange of fire. Bergesnt

Edvard Frost of Company E wrotet

Col. Btoughton saw the men fall, when he turned in his saddle,
took off his hat and wvaved it to us, &t the same time saying,
"Come on boys - double quick!™ and then if you ever heard loud
cheering, you c¢an just imagine what & noise our . . . regiment
made . . ..itmmdmxbleqlﬁck-itm&doublem. s p &
Themy%kecmtaena, haversacks and blankets flew vas a
caution.,

Atlutthammnthmmupﬂthuﬂaah-md—blm
enemy, and if the men had anything to say about it, they were not
going to waste the chance. No Colonel Maxwell was in command of this

3Opvout 300 of the Eleventh were in the Gallatin sortie,

Chronicle, Bept. 3, 1862, p. 2. Lieutenant Sturgls wrote that
Companies C, B, H, I and parts of A and D went to Gallatin. Jouwrnal,

Aug. ﬁ, 18&, ¢ 24,
ryea,

32Chronicls, Bept, 3, 1862, p. 2, Stwrgis jdentified the burned
bridge as the one over Camp Creek, Journal, Ang. 28, 1862, p. 2.

33m1a.
Hchrontele, Sept. 3, 1862, p, 2.
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sortie; both Miller and Btoughton believed in finding the enemy and
hitting him hard. 8o up the road they ran, the Bixty-ninth Ghio in
the kead, the Eleventh following, snd the artillery coming so fast
that when Bergeent Frost tripped and fell, he had o scrambls to
avold being run over,>® “He kept up the yu for sbout thres miles,
the sweabl Just rumning off the mem, and ve thought we wers sure of
¥organ; dut we were docmed to disappointment, for he hed skedaddled
forpartuunkumn.“ﬁﬂmonlynebelnmtharmtaofthzm
guard encountered st the crossroads. A search of every house for
fugitivea revealed nothing but & fow firearms and some disloyal
citizens, utuwmmstedqﬂ

Late in the afternoon Miller ordered the golumn returned o
the train. All were aboard except the artillery, ™ . . « vhen a1l
atmcemwmfimdmm,mdnwhnmsppingandénckmg, the
like of which I never before heard.,” Part of the Eleventh was deploycd
es skirmishers, and they covered the hills looking for Rebels smong
the tall grasa and blackberry vines. They saw few, since Jorgan's
men were hidden in the drush and in a cornfield. After a4 fev volleys,
fired mostly by Company B, the artillexy unlimdered and scattered
the remaining Confederates. The enemy lost dbout twenty-five in
killed and wounded, the Eleventh nones The regiment re-cubarked, and

3Javailsble evidence indicates this was the order of pursuit,
Thus it vas the Bixty-ninth Chio wvho exchanged shots at the crossroads.

¥m1a,

3730\“1.’ Al.‘lg. Q, 13&, P 2,



win

LAkl ot o0 o0 vl
[ETRTEITTE L S

reached its Bashville camp adout Dﬁ.ﬂni@t.’a&::‘ '} %4

This wvags the last time the Eleventh
r

wvith Morgan. Their recent edventures gave

St L ]
VIR FRFET]

e
*gw f 4
Qrue; they had exch.unged shots with the enem"lﬁ Gallatin but t.he;?“
ccmld not yet really consider themaelves vetei*a&:s In over eleven

adbbirs s

mthsaruoldiering thnnwrmtestofbattlshaduwt‘beenJ
denied them. :

ey ot o
R RN PRI M d.,-,' R

FE By SR il

e

kﬁ“ Mkijﬂ'“iﬁm; o) ﬁ'pﬁ..u-millw i ‘*HHL‘M]H

T ATS

o ¢ 4 i

[

yyist

i o ]

gy
kol 'mt!‘h‘

s

97



CHAPTER IX s
"We keenly and deeply feel these wanton delays , « « "

'While the regiment remained at Nashville through the rest of
August and early September, small Rebel bands, constantly harrassing
the picket lines, forced the men to £all out for battle formation at
all hours of the day snd night, BSergeant Frost wrote that ths regi-
ment wvas engaged in a lot of hard service, with only two or three
companies off duty at any time. More then once the men hastily
reinforced a picket post, and then learned the dangeyous thrust vas
a mile that had strayed too near,* Corporal Wells wrote on August
29 of rumors of & large force marching on the c¢city. They would not
be caught by surprise, for the men slept on their arms every night.
Wells thought thas danger more contrived than real, dut it was Dest
%o be ready.”

At Fashville the Eleventh lost its dand. The months of
campaigning had reduced the size of regiments, and maintenance of |
camplete regimental bands seemed unreasonsble, Bo the War Department : ]
ordered only one band to each brigade. Colonel Stoughton thanked the
musicisns for their skill and loyalty and ordered that the instruments

T e T

bamtu:nadto"tmcmmuormvum“ﬂ, subject to the
orders of the regimental commander.S Late in August the band returned

ST it

lthronicle, Sept. 3, 1862, p. 2.
2Hc1.1.l to Wife, Aug. 29, 1862, Wells Papers.
3Rgzgrter, Aug. 30, 1862, Ps 3. r
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9
to Three Rivers vhere on Beptezber h it entertained tha village with
excellent music and concluded the evening with s "grand social
dance.”® Later the band vas hired by the newly organized Twenty-
£1¢th Michigan, and early in October it was in Louisvills, vhere a
local paper described the band as “ 4 . o &n excellent one, /[that/
aiscourses mislc of such character end style as esnnot fail to be
lbena{ituwuutdnlighttothonsimt.“s

Unfortimetely, others than the musicisns vere leaving. Until
the end of its service, ths Eleventh vas faced vith the problem of
& constantly windling regiment, This was & Aifficulty encountered
By all volunteer units. Responsibility for £11ling the ranks of &
state's ragimtsnﬁculdhan been the Job of the governors. But s
state's prestige depended upon how many units it placed in the field,
and not on vhether it maintained the regiments at full strength. 1
Once a.reéimnt left for the Bouth, replacements were its own
responsibility.

As early ss March, 1862, Adjutant Chadwick vas in Three Rivers,
trying to £ind 100 men for the Eleventh., On March 15 he spoke to a
packed mudience at Kelssy's Eall, Chadvick assured them that the
regiment was now in good cocndition, and as soon as men could de found
to £111 the ranks, the Eleventh would be prepered £o * . . . enter
the battlefield, and win the distinction everyvhere so meritoriously i
given the 'Michigan boys' for trus grit and bravery,*S ' "l

“mmnm_.,- Bept. 3, 1862, p. 3.

51:@_1_19_, Oot. 11, 1862, p. 3.

Schronicle, Mar. 19, 1862, p. 3.
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But o matter hov attractive the recruiting officer might

make things seem, the men knew ha was not :epnamting & real fighting
unit., The boys back home were not enlisting ¢to die of measles, or [j
m.rch-for veeks in fruitless pursuit of guerillas; they mc. Joining

to fight, and vhen it came to fighting, 1% d1dn't look 1like tha |
mevmmmﬁrmimmlww. At soms tims or other during its ,
first year of mervice, many of the regimental officers returned for
nmﬁtﬁ,.a&mintothiamm. mm&wcwldoﬂarm
the advantsge of Deing in en organized unit with experienced officers.’ j
The drive for nev men produced so fev that in his first ammal report
Colonel Btoughton noted that the regiment had lost 267 and gained 15.
The Colonel's statistics disclosed the regiment's difficulty, The

Eleventh could report not a single man killed in action, dead of
wounds, wounded, or taken priscner. But 118 had died from other
mha _ o .

" In late August, 1862, General Braxton Bragg led his Confed-
erate forces morth from Chattancogs. Bragg vas eventually to invade ' |
Kentucky, forcing Buell to follow snd overtake himf but vhen the {

campaign started, the Union commander was in doubt whether Bragg

intendsd to invads Kentucky or retaks Nashvills. Allowing for both
possibilities, Buell concentrated hig forces at Murfreesboro. The
crushing defest of General Willism Nelson's force at Rickmond, Kentucky, E
lot Buell to believe the next blow would bs at Nashville, Esrly in i

Tibid., Bept. 24, 1862, p. 3.

8Anmual Report of the Eleventh Michigan Voltunteers to November
1, 1862, Mashville, Tennessee, November 25, 1862, Regimental Service
Records., In late Decewdber or early January, 1863, Bennet
forvarded twenty-three Dew men. Reporter, Jan. 3, 3, pe 3o e,
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Beptember he withirew to that city and prepared its defenses.’

Buell had been concerned for several wegks about the defense
of Nashville, end on August 7, had ordered his Chief Engineer, Captain
.hmas.. Morton, to forti:l'y the city, Morton orga.niaed 8 oamp, irpressed
Negroés, and detatled fatigue parties of scldiers to work with them.1O
Work degan in the south part of the eity, with Company B of the Eleventh
Michigan, under Second Lieutenant Francis M, Bissell.)} This project
goon involved most of the able-bodied men of the Eleventh, as well as
men from other regiments. The completed work was nsmed Fort Negley,
end 1t vas the principal defensive work at Nashville 2 -

When Buell concentrated at Murfreesboro, the Eleventh left
Mashville to march theres Reaching Murfreesboro, ths men watched
the Union colum arrive, march through town, and then found themselves
following in its rear back toward Neshville.l3 On Beptember 8 they
were camped six miles from the city. Other regiments soon arrived,
and for the first time they were regularly drigaded.}* The new
brigade, known ss the Twenty-ninth of the Eighth Division of the

9&31‘1‘1, Pt lﬁa

10preicial Records, XVI, Part II, T22.

1lpistory of Branch County, Michi 7p. 66-67. Company B's
commander Captain Melvin Mudge wvas ab on recruiting service.
First Lieutenant Jerome Bowen was on the sicki list. '

12%1vin J, Lyon, Company D, later related that the whole
regiment worked on this project, Imterview with Arthur N. Mamm,

Jaly, 1947,
13m1story of Branch County, Michigan, p. 66.

liyel1s to Wife, Beps. 8, 1862, Wells Papers.




Arzy of the Chio, consisted of the Eleventh Michigan, Rinateenth
Illinois, Bighteenth and Bixty-ninth Ohio.l” )

Again it looked as though the Eleventh would see action.
xmr;mmmatunmudlmtnm,mumm'mm;
either way it looked like the new Twenty-ninth Brigade would have &
fight. Soon after his arrival in Bashville, Buell realized that
Bregg vas racing north into Kentucky, leaving the Union forces far
behind, On Beptember 8, General George H, Thomes arrived and was
placed in commsnd of the city, The next day Buell left for Kentucky A8
ml&chimmmmtnluctanttombehinQﬁthmrorif
Puell left such & trusted officer snd & largs garriscn he must expect
the city to be attacked. But on September 15, Thomas also laft for
Kentucky, leaving behind the divisions of Hegley snd John Palmer,T
the Eleventh being a part of Negley's division. Somevhere in Kentucky
there vas going to be a battle, and the Eleventh would not de in it.
e At least one member of the regiment was fed up vith the vay
the var wvas going. Writing from headquarters on the day Thomas left,
and signing himself "A Soldier,” he wrotes | ‘

We find ocurselves vhere we were nine months ago ~ the same
ground to be gone over sgain and we are fortifying at Nashville
as though Englsnd and France were invading Temnnessee, « + ¢ «
Thera is certainly & mystery connected with the operations of
the Federal army « « « o The soldiers who have left their com-

fortable homes, fumilies, and everything dear, to rescus their
bleeding countyy from the ruthless hands of Tresson and Traitors,

1%0rri01al Records, XVI, Part IX, 989,

1650hn Pitch, Annals of the of the Cusberlend (Pnile-
delphias J.B. Mppimo“f—rc?"ﬁt = HER) e Ghe

1Trbi4.






