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which were not otherwise available. About twenty dollars per

month accumulated in the fund, and when some of the men realized
that much more than this should have accumulated because the bat-
tery had not drawn government rations and was therefore dependent

on the purchases of their commissary officer, such as the march

from West Virginia to Kentucky in 1861, the old cry of corruption
was again raiscd against unnamed officers who had becen in charge. 176
Upon rcturning from the excursion to Michigan.with Licutenant llale,
Coloncl Loomis also contributed.a bit to the boys' morale by

177

bringing along two kegs of beer. A substantial amount of

evidence exists that Loomis and Hale had been consuming more beer
than they werc bringing back to the boys.178

Activity began to pick up in April, 1863. During that
month and throughout May, at least one section of the battery

179 '

was on detached picket duty at all times. During thc month
of June the battcry participated in the advance on Tullahoma,
which involved sharp action at Hoéver's Gap, Tennesséo. Nothing
of grcat note occurred at that fight; casualties were limited
to a few carriage wheels which were hit by incoming rounds.180

The months of“huly and August, 1863, were again relatively
unevent ful. The battéry advanced with Rosecrans' army over
many of the familiar routes taken a year carlicr under Buell.
Relatively little information has survived from this period
in contrast to carlier activities. Most of the original members
who acted as correspondents had left the battery; one of the
most recent, Private William J. Pattison, who had written under
the nom de plume ”Tho-Unknown," left on June 3, 1863, and ac-

cepted a commission in the Eleventh Michigan Burrory.lgl One
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of the few newspaper reports written by a battery member during
this period was published on August 26, 1863, and detailed the
hard marching and occasional skirmishing which characterized the
month's activities. It also commented that Colonel Loomis had
gone to another department and that things were going cxtremely
well with the battery under Licutenant Van Pelt. In fact, the
writer went on to say that the men had mever becen better off.lgz

In short order, it could be said that the battcry was
never worse off.

In early September the battery began a series - -of marches
accompanyiﬂg Colonel Scribner's Brigade of Baird's Division of

L85 By daylight of September

Thomas' Fourteenth Army Corps.
nineteenth, it went into position in the center of the division,
at right angles to the Lafayette and Chattanooga Road on the
Chicamauga battlefield. In the midday combat Scribner was
forced to change position several times, and since the battery
was attached to his brigade, its orders came from him. Informa-
tion indicated that Scribner was being flanked on both the

right and left so a pullback was ordered. The ground was very
rough, woods impeded ;ovcment, and companics B and I of the
Thirty-c¢ighth Indiana attempted to remain as support for the

-

184 with very little room to maneuver and having been

battery.
caught in an enfilading fire of musketry, Loomis' Battery
went into action for, the last time.

For Loomis' Battery, the battle of Chicamauga was very
brief. Caught at close quarters with very little infantry support,
185

the battery was overrun, having fired only sixty-four rounds.

Licutenant Van Pelt refused to leave his guns, and as the Confederates
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filed among them, he stood his ground with sabre and pistol, defy-

186 He died among the guns,

ing the rebels to touch his guns.
along with five of his men. Twenty-nine others of his battery
were wounded, missing or captured. Forty-six battery horses

were dead. Five of the Parrotts were capturcd; only one was
saved.]87 The latter was under the charge of Licutenant Bachmann,
who managed to haul it off the line by hand and limber it to

188 Ironically, one of the mounts which

the only surviving team.
pulled this gun off the field was the sole survivor of the
battery's original compliment of horses which had been purchased
in Coldwatef-in April, 1861. '"0ld Sam'" was to survive the war
and was to outlive Colonel Loomis and many of the men in the

battery.]89

On the surface, the losses at Chicamauga need nog have
been the end of Loomis' Battery's active carcer. One of the
lost Parrotts was recovered the same day, and two more were

190 Within a few weceks,

recovered on the twentieth of September.
all but one of the missing guns had been recovered, and the
missing one was later found in Atlanta and returned to the
battery. Other battefées which suffered similar losses at
Chicamauga, such as Battery D, First Michigan Light Artillery,
were re-cquipped and back in battle within a few days. The
difference seems to have been in leadership. With the decath of
Van Pelt, the senior First Lieutenant Francis E. Hale was to be-
come commander. Hale had been listed as sick in Nashville since

191

Scptember second and was not present at Chicamauga. The day

after the disaster Lieutenant Almerick W. Wilbur gathered up

192

cnough men for a scction and reported for duty; he scems to
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have attempted to rebuild the organization. But on October second
Hale returned to assume command, and things appecar to have gradu-
ally become worse.

Lieutenant Hale scems to have been on close terms with
Colonel Loomis. He had frequently travcied to Michigan with
Loomis on return trips even when he was a sergeant. Numcrous
veiled references in newspaper articles in 1862 point to Hale as
a heavy drinker. An cxample was the description of thc sword
presentation in June, 1862: Sergeant Hale was laid up with a
sprained ankle, having fallen off his horse. The newspaper
correspondéﬁt reported that Loomis presented Hale with a bottle
of wine for his personal comfort after the party began.193 Hale
frequently appeared on the sick list during 1862 and early 1863.
After he took command, he was promoted to the rank of ceaptain
on November 17, 1863.194 How this should happen is somewhat of
a mystery since Van Pelt, although referred to as "Captain" by
newspaper articles, never actually got the promotion, although
it was richly deserved.

The battery was;assigned to garrison duty in Chattanooga
and never took the fiéid again, with one minor exception when
Licutenant Harris {promoted from sergecant in November, 1863)
took a section on an cxpedition to Dalton, Géorgia, in February,
1864.19°  The recason that this veteran battery remained idle
must certainly have been its lack of effective leadership. The
morning report for January 10, 1864, carries the remark: "Capt.
Hale drunk and unfit to transact business,"196 Unbelievable as
it sounds, Hale's own signaturc appears on the report, somewhat

shaky and with ink blotches liberally decorating the page. Ditto
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marks follow the entry for January tenth and continue until Jan-
uary twenticth when another entry reads, "Prospect is that he will
remain so for some time.'" On each linec of the report, llale's

. iy . 197 . _ .
approving signature appears. On March 14, 1864, an cntry rcads:

() [}
w198 Just

"Capt. Hale still continues in a state of intoxication.
when Hale was finally removed is not certain. As latce as October,
1864, his name appears on the battery records. The register

of commissioned officers in the battery does not list a date of

separation, but carries the single comment after lalc's name:

en
. . . 199
"Dismissed for absence without leave."
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CONCLUSION

The history of Loomis' Battery appears to be onc of
potential which was never quite fulfilled. The battery was one
of the first volunteer artillery companies accepted into Federal
service. It began with a talented and somewhat charismatic lcader,
Cyrus 0. Loomis. It was generally better equipped than most
batteriés in its theatre of operations. It reccived-'morc than
its ordinafy share of specialized training.

On the whole, it can be said that the battery's combat
performance was good. A serious mistake may have been made at
Perryville in using ammunition too fast, but if this did happen,
it probably was the result of a sincere effort to inhibit the
enemy in the way Loomis understood, by shooting well and fast.
That mistake was not repeated. A serious criticism may be direct-
ed at the non-artillery training emphasis. Perhaps in that
final action at Chicamauga, some of the men preferred to rely
on sidearms and not o; their Parrotts for their personal defense
and consequently violated a basic preccept of light artillery
doctrine. Whether this happened cannot be proven, but based on
their performance'at Stone's River, it is unlikely that they
abandoned their guns for sidearms. Perhaps if the battery's
penchant for long range accuracy had been tempered a bit and a
section of tweclve pounder Napoleons used to replace a section
of the rifled guns, then the additional short range cannister

cfficiency might have prevented the disaster at Chicamauga.
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This latter speculation is just that. Plenty of Napolcon-armed
batteries were overrun during the war under similar circumstances.
At Chicamauga the battery was beaten in its prime; it was the
victim of battlceficld circumstances.

In the long run, the battery's fortuncs rcvolved about its
lecadership, and, again in the long run, this lcadership was not
all that could be hoped for. There can be no doubt that Cyrus
Loomis trained his men well in 1861;and sincercly wanted to do
cverything he could to fight often and well. ilc was intcnsely
loyal to'his country and to his community. In fact, his grcatest
weakness maf have been his tendency to promote and cover for home-
town friends. It should be significant that of the fourtcen
officers who served in the battery, all but thrce werce from
Branch County. Of the three, O'Riordon's professionalism could
not be ignored and accounted for his early rise. The others,
ltarris and Bachmann, were promoted quite late. If no favoritisn
had been shown and with about half the membership from the

Waync-Oakland County arcas, onc would expect more officers to have

been from the latter arcas. We know there was plenty of talent

among the Detroit men since most of the newspaper correspondents
were from that area, and many of them left the battery for com-
missions in other outfits.
It scems quite certain to this observer that George V.
Van Pelt was the best officer the battery had. He may have gottcen
his commission because of his prior contacts in Coldwater, but
that cannot be proven. . But once an officer, he was the very best.
Both Loomis and Van Pelt scem to have inspired their men.

Nonce of the others who became commander scem to have -had that
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ability. The lcadership crisis after Chicamauga must have been
obvious to the army commander, and as a result Loomis' Battery

was kept on garrison duty from that point on.
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