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OVERVIEW OF CIVIL WAR RECORDS

Summaries of copies of civil war records obtained from the Arkansas Historical
Commission:

OLIVER SMITH JONES
July 18, 1861. Enlisted in (Old) Company D, 8 Rgt. Arkansas Infantry.

September 10, 1861. Somehow switched to Captain Morgan’s Company, 8 Rgt.
Arkansas Infantry.

May 7, 1862. Reenlisted as 2™ Sgt. in (New) Company B, 8 Rgt. Arkansas Infantry.
June 30, 1862. Appointed 1* Sgt. in (New) Company B, 8 Rgt. Arkansas Infantry.

August 24, 1963. Elected 2™ Lt. in (New) Company B, 8 Rgt. Arkansas Infantry. Pay
now $80/month.

September 20, 1863. Reported missing in action at Chickamauga, GA. [Chickamauga
was a major confederate victory, and the Union army was driven back to Chattanooga,
but it is plausible that they took some prisoners with them.]

October 4, 1863. Reported in a military prison hospital in Louisville.

October 5, 1863. Sent to a military prison for officers on Johnson’s Island in Lake Erie.
[A miserable existence but probably better than an enlisted mens’ prison. ]

June 12, 1865. Released from prison after signing an oath of allegiance to the U.S.
Described as 5’117, hair black, eyes black. Later dated his release from prison as July 1.

Summer, 1915. Applied for a Confederate pension. A physician certified that he had
partial disability because of “old age” and “very weak condition of left hip due to a grape
shot.” Certified that his and his wife’s property was worth no more than $500 (not
including value of homestead and household goods) and his income was no more than
$250. Pension was apparently $100/year.

July 3, 1922. Maggie E. Jones, widow of O.S. Jones, applied for a pension. Gave her
birthdate as May 12, 1860. Stated that her property (including home and household
goods?) was valued at $1000 and that her income was no more than $250/year. Granted
pension of $100/year.
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