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In Front of Atlanta, Ga.,
July. 30th, I&74.

My Dear Wiie: - | '

My letter to you of the 20th, was closed rather
hastily under an order to be ready to move with two Regiments of
the Brigade to the Right. Movewent was eaeseutéw, but nothing o
do;, meantime eame the rumors of a heavy fight on the Right, the
I5vh;, I6th and I7th Corps having moved there on the 27the In faet
the cannonaiing and mukketry were distindtly heard by us, and theg
came anotsher order for our Brige to move to their supports Did so,
- marehing some three miles and going into p081tion on the extreme
Right,- where the enemy was then looked for. But he did not eome,
his repulse by the gallant boys -of the Army of the Tenn. was s0 de-
cided from II A. M. until 3 P. M. that they finally gave it up as &
bad undertaking and it surely was for them; for their losses fO“
the way foov up to some 8000 and 7 Stands of colors, vhile our
losses will maraly reach 500. Strange as this may appear, 'tis _
true nevertheless and our boys had nothing but the merest temporary
~rail works to fight from. But the Rebs made the assaults time
after time and were eaeh time sent back.e I estimate theéir losses
since we crosses the Chattghoochee at fully 30,000 or over; in fact
their papers ot the 23rd admit up to that date a loss of 20,000,
Bome of their prisoners say "they have hardly more than another
good killing left%.: This thing of foreing them to meet us on some-
- thing like even terms, plays sad havoe with their caleulations; yet
I cannot witness this without wishing and praying vhat _the poor de-
~luded people would drop the seales from their eyes and open them to
a true realizatvion of their position and their crimes; better far
to econfess an error and humble oneself even, in the name of truth
than vhus rush to destructions

Many of owr Officers and men think they were freely supplled
with whiskey, both on the 28th and the 22nd. Certainly this will
never win though it may give them extreme daring. 'Tis a point at
which I never wani to%gee our Army arrive, nor do I thlnk it will
ever reach it.

Just after dark of the 28th a feeble attaek was made on the
Brige to our left but did not extend to us; had it, 'twould have
been a sorry charge for them, as two hours time found us in pos-
session of good, substantial works. 'Tis really wonderful to see
how soon men will throw up & line of defense when an enemy is ex-
ected: give them & rail fence and ten minutes time and they are
reaay Lo welcome any ordinary line of Intantrye

Morning ot the 29th our Brig. was relieved and returned to ow
old quarters in reserve at the cowviage house on the hill side,
close by the road sides My expected visivtor did ntr gome, but I
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heard or nim passing along, going rearwards with his family; doubi-
less he found some house out of shell range; here 'twould be rathe:
trrying on the nerves of a lady.

Pon't know of butv livile being done yesterday and todays. Our
skirmish lines advaneced some, and today brought in some 90 or more
- prisonerss All is going well and my opinion is tha:t wve shall go
into Atlanta in due time. I forgot to tell you that the morning of
the 29th found the enemy gone from the front, leaving their dead,
wounaed, guns and aeeoutrements, ete, and ere we left that portion
of the field, our lines had advanced a mile. :

Tomorrow will be the Sabbath and. I trust it may pfove a quiet
one to us! should it, we will have Serviees here, and while attend-
ing I shall think of you at the same time listening to the -dis-

c¢ourse of your Corydon Clergyman; while Frank, uneonseious of the
- wiekeuness of the world, stays at hows sleeping in all imnoeence,
awaiting patiently the comlng of your. dear selfe. Were I at home I
should join you, how gladly, you may guess. .. :

But the afternoon wears away, the sun is just. going down be-
hind the hilds, a few of the wooled songsters not. yet dggven from
the seene of confliet, enliven the air with their songs; a_band no:
far distant is diseoursing musie¢ for the many listeners, while oc~
¢asionally comes. the booming of a cannon, the sharp ec¢rack of a
shell, to ré mind us we are in the midst of war. Por all this, the
afternoon is pleasant, though on looking from the windows I see
little but desolations -Gen'l. Sherman and Staff have just passed,
ke looking as ungongerned as though he knew or cared nothing for
the world that is now 1ook1ng,toward him with s0 mueh intereste.

I trust ere this gen'l. Greshdm has been able to reach home ,
or that He has seeured a place of eomfort and all are aware of his
condition, whi¢h I am led to hope is not at all aeriOus, though i:
may be painful.

Your frineds are all well. I have forgotten to mention on
several oceasions, that during the engagement of the 20th, Lte. Dew-
ey was struek on the hand by a piece of shell. A novel that he had
he thinks saved the hand; as it was, his forefinger was broken. He
has eontinued on dutyj not hurt suffieiently to see his wife on.

He is certainly an object of pity, is he not? .

Supper just announced and I must elose. Love to Sis and all
at homes _ : :

- Ever yours,

: Dan. F. Griffin,
Lte 00l. 38th Ind. Vet. Vol.
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In Fronu o Atlanta, (a.,
Aug. Ist, I5G4.

My Dear Wifte:

Today your good letver of the 23th came to hand,
bringing as usual good news of yourself and our "fine boy®" as Grand-
ma ealls hims But I diseover a vein of blue throughout the whole,
whieh I trust has long since been driven away by the arrival of
continued good news from the Army and from the receipt of my letu-
ters, assuring you o1 safety through the trials and days of bat-
tlese.

Have had no furcher demonstrations since ihe 28th, of whiech I
wrote and whicech resulted in sueh complete discomfiture to the Rebel
"Army. Don't know how far our lines on the Right may have pressed
rorward, but not fari the Left genter has moved to the front a lit-
tle and our lines are being pushed a short distance, likewise. In
faet, no demonstration has been made by us; but rest assured that
every point is being watehed and that all is going well. GQertainly
we need not haste for the possession of Atlanta, only to have to
rush farther after them to again bring them to bay.

If they will fight here, 8o mueh the better for us, always
provided we foree them from their works to do ite This we have
done and it will be done again or they suffer a siege; and let us
once get around them and their days as an Army will be numbered.

Am ilad that Tillie has started for Chatianooga and have every
hope from my intormation, that the Gen'l, is not severely hurt. I
vhiink he will be with you at home ere many weeks, though I favor
nursing a wound for some time ere the risk of a move.

Qur Brige is yet in reserve and with the advantage of a house
10 work in, we have the Regimental work well done, nearly up to
datlEe

Am glad george called on you, he could tell so much of inter-
est of the campaign; then 'tis like seeing one direet from home.
Am expeetving to hear from him daily t0 know when to look for him
backe Am at least expeeting that he will write 1o enzage rooms on
our entry incto Atlanta. By the way, I guess the old gentleman has
rather had the lau;h on you, over your nLasty <aApture of the gity.
These terrible corresnpondents that see so much, have had Atlanta on
the brain, but scarcely ventured close enough to the front to learn
tite vrue losition of aijsairs.

We niave now & Cavalry force operating a;ainst their last and
only line or raileay ( to Macon ) i and repory says we have cubt is.
In vact, a runos of soe day says, thet tlisy have not only aone thas
Lut thsy nave recapturcea all Lhe prisoners ( not very nany |, Taken
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from us since crossing the river., I uo not j.lace much c:taence in
thie reporn, for T fear zuey were a little late in startin: on the
roads However, we all 1o hope for and mmch to win in sthat uirect-
ion. Our @avalry raids vo uheir rear have =ims rar on -nc campai;n
rrovea very successiul and of umch benerit to use.

There comes the announceuent of supper and I pmst away, 28 the
night closes on us. Everyihing on the iront is quiet, while a rine
shower nas cooled the atmosphere and laid the dust,.

My love to Sis, to Grandma, Mrs. McGrain, Alice znd all.

Ever your devoted husband,
Ban: ¥. Goittin,
Lt. Col. 38th Ind. Vet. Vol.
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in Prom: oi KElepnie, (o,

My Dear Wile:

In these days oL ¢nen:es znd movements I feel like
advising you whenever I can, or at least Irequently, of our ./here-
abouts and duties. Our days in the white cottage house have passed
last evening our Brigaue zoing on the front line to relieve thie
Iste We have had a very ;ood rest, indeed tiie Lest of the campaicn,
Tne Ist were congratvulating themselves on the probabilities oif an
equally good rest, but this morning tround Orders to march to tie
Rigiit; leaving our Brig.'rqr tine time being, with the 28th Coryc,
t0 hold this part or the line. This moved us to the risht of the
20th and conneeting witn the IBth, while the I4th have gons oit
with the 23rd in search orf the Lef't Flank of the enemy. We are
well Batisfied to remain, have so0od camp and just now, 5 P. M. are
rutting up tents to siielter us Irom a threatening rain-storime Ws
are about two and a halr miles 1trom the city, that is, owr main
line; our skirmish line, not more than & mile to a mile and & hzlFf;
wnile irow our works we look upon a portion of the eity.

From the sound of cannonading today, I would judsge that our
Risint has made considerable advance. Perhaps a few days may detor-
mine whiether tnis rlankin: move will drive them from their works
and the ¢itys Our camp reports are, that our Cavalry raid by
Stonenen on the R. R. to Macon has been successful; that he has cut
this, their only remaining rcad and that in ract, he has possescion
ot Mecon. Perhaps he may strike tor our prisoners contined at
Americus and Andersonville; I understand 'twas part of ‘the pro-
gramme., 'Twould be a slorious thing it ne could succeed. Another
report we have is, that MeCook's Div. have met with disaster; tha+
ne anu mosty or his Div, have been captured. I understand that
wiiile on an expedition, part of which was very successful, he nav-
ing captured the enemy's train, their Q. M. ete, ete; he attenpted
%0 40 more than enoush and was ambuscaded by Infantry. A portion
of his fnwras inder Col. Brownlow or Tenn. cuts siieir way throush ,
and I &an.acipate tnatethie majority o1 them may yet come in,

Had a letter Irom Eliza yesterday, telling e that those
papers 1 wrote fror, are all ready fTor tiie first sraln tiwough.
Think I shall have to write her to order off my Adjt. at once with
theme Do you tnink 'twould Le Jdonet Wroue me oi her trip to see
you, o how Frank had grown, how ;004 e was not %o cry.

Rainstorm has come, znd jone sonthuard to wet the jackets o1
tite Rebs as lv rms Gowizless get Imany ol onrs. Bhat for today,

enonctie ALY 8rec well and 11 is =oln; rl-ix =2nd well, thongh «ro
£pe heor wef il Arainta, hove Eh -5 S ol in e iiame,

Ever v omra,
D-:".ilc Elc Gi"i;liliﬂa
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In eort S Aslanta. Gag
Augz. Bih., &84,

My Dear Wirwe: _

My last, written on tiie 3ra frou owr c¢oold and airy
position in reserve, wolu you of tiie rmuoval Irom our contage housc
and tne moving to the Right or the IAwvn Corps, excepting this Brig.
The position was a . very agreeable one, but like all easy positions
in the campaign, was of very short duration. At one o'eloek P. M.
of the 4tih came the Order to march, our destinazion being to join
our Div.; whicit atter an intolerably hot march, we tound on the ox-
treme Right, about. four miles digtant.

They were not looking tor us, but assisned to position in re-
serve, when lol within twenty minut<s camme an Order to hurry back
to our late position; it appearing that the Rebs were abont to make
a demonstration on that part of the line, which Irom our being
taken away and rvom the untinished condition of a new line of works
was ratlier weak. Arrived at dusk only to tind everything quiet and
tnat tile scare had Leen brousht on by the advancing of our skirmish
line and the attempts or the Rebs to iislodge them by a superior
torce, in which they were foiled in each attempt.

Moved into. position, tired from our hot day's march and were
soon loss w0 al) fatigue, in sound and quiet sleep Did not take
up our position on the high hill, that being now rather rmch to the
rear, but occupled a second line ¢f works in rear of 20th Corps.

Yesterday the 5th and 20th were moving to their new line of
works now completed, which e¢he Rebs did no. seem %0 relish at all,
and expressed their disapprobaﬁion by throwing shell on them, all
day; inany oI wiiielL tiiey very .carelessly passed over our heads. Houw-
ever, notining occurred above .the usual amount of dodging as the
missiles would come whizzing by and above us. Their 32-pounders,
our boys talk of as ¥the camp kettles¥, and such expressions as,
vthere poes a camp kettle®, %tuere joes a shinning wheel®, xthere's
a Doctor hunter%, etc, ef¢, were vVery c¢ouion throushiout the day.

As the 20th Uorbé advanced to the new line, we moved up to the
old line; and now occupy 1it; very . ood works and the position a
ganfortable one. Up to present date, have had no duty to perforn
{ 5 6'clock F, . )

After our line was established yesterday, T was riding along
tnne tront line mwakin; an examination ot the position in order to he
femiliar with the ground, should necessity ever require our soing
to thie support of the tront line, :and while thus employed, twhH o
tlie enemy's sharpshooters who had teen annoyin: the line all day at
atout & uistance ol a thousand yards, determined to sive & salutae-
tion as I was passin: the portion or the tield exposed to their
rire. I was lookin: in tie direczion of thew and saw two little
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TarEs o1 odme Erioke, ohH. presethsly eve Ll whddzed v Yoot a ;
waiidle tre amgond, rather u etter snot, s poor Jim ( corse ) i
the hiin: le; just auove vie kree joiut, passis  Letween vhe :one
snd hamsvring and jamsle taronia Lotiy le.e. We 1:assed out of

range ere another shot could i.e _iven, ut expect I s4all have to
Fut Jim in convelescent czmp if'or & l'ew wesks. He is a little lane
today anu atiir rrom vhe eftects or it, vut 'twill not disavle in
tor long;.

8hortly arter, I suspended iyrther ouservations fror the day,
at easy on that part of tae rield. Last evenin:G passed aw-y rith-
out anythins occurring and today thus t'ar hu* little has Leen donr.
In rront-or the IBth Corps, on our right, the skirmish 1ine has
been advancéd sotie and soon aftep being done; the Rebs to try their
Hand, made a 8kignt advance against the skirmishers of our frent,
but a few well directpd yp;L?gq gan%t them back in haste.

The tiring btrousghy %0 the Iiont many of our mounted Officers
and Staf¥s, amongat whom yas Gen'l. Thomdsy and After the firin-
haed subsided, a number of thém phéseéd to the front of cur line,
that is, between the rirst ahd seblbnd liné bf works; when presently
coming in rdnge Qi my réebelllious iriends of yesterday, bang, bang,
bang, went the sharp Yeport of their pieces, while away scattered
the horsemen out of range; mudh no doulbt, to the merriment of the
Rebs. On examination 'twak tdund that ten'l. Thomas' horse had
sufiered nearly mg tad a& JYia, ong shot in the fleshy part of the
urper thigh did not seem 10 disable him however; thoush he will ev-
idently have to réi:?% $0 evrivalescent horse camp also. I have Jinm
bandaged up today she most approved suyle.

Nothing furtvher has ogzurred during the day, other than T met
Qld ¢ol. jloCrea or Bloominston, who used to be Asst. Bupt. of the
H. A« & S. R. R. In its eariy days. The Col. is Chaplain of the
33rd Ind. and a jolly okd man he is; passéd an hotir very pleasantly
with him, then home to dinner; and now to thoushts of my real home
and those I love there. Am expecting to heayr 1rom you by today's.
mail and am anxious for 1ts arrival.

Alsq anxious to see tile papers to learn more of uyrant's last
move on Petersburg; I fe&y from what I have read to dase of Aug.
2nd that his assault has not proved a success. .

Don't kréw what wisy ore doin: on our Right, <hou:h for two
days 1t has been talked, vhat it was to swing {or the Macon R. R.;
don't know tha+t they Navé yet accomplished it. :

T wrote you of the disasver to nmc(ook's Div. of gavalry; 'twas
not as bad as seported; he succeeded in cap.urin: a very lar:e
train iz an akuwiaance or Quarteriasters , Comsissary's clerks arng
ank oi sesepovia. aonc 6l 16 wt I Tovdn o to opine ort B jAart ol
it, the mmles and provisions, were attacked Ly a superior foree an’
ned to ri:nt nis way out. ile is in nimselr, stth IZ70 iven, And
says taree Jourtiis of t:is Comwranuy are sate; the Lalance, ore Pourti
killed, wounded or yrisoners. Col. iiarrison, 39th Tnd. ! now the
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B8th Ind. cavalry ) 1s reported captured.

Stoueman's great raid oh Macon is now the subjeet af mach
talk. Yeﬂtérdayf thoush no particulars were given, 'tgaa gpoken of
at cqrps Headquarters as being the grandest and most sugeessful
raid’ of thé WAr, Today, floating camp rumors arp e¢onflicuvinj, sore
saying that & pbrtion of his Comnand has been cagtured@_ I trus4
howeveyr, shat ail has gone well with him, théugh his rald heg cer-

- tadndy been of the most dangerous character. _ =
~The foras of Atlariia yei frown down upan us, ogeapienslly !
apndirg rorth g sheli to pemind us of theik ‘presgnce. Ry forall
ity ?_ﬂhi everything is going well. ‘ Sha '

THé Glilttehooshée has been bridged and yesverday the tyains
came o SdP Very cawps, whistling degiance 36 the tradns o1 Relel
dom. ALl Bubplfes are plentitul and the cphditidn &hd hdrale of
the Arny, firgt rate. : : : 'r. i

I beg the Gov. hap Aeeided we eald for II regiméAtd of one
yoar irdopss I héive hapes that the loykd Nortn mey redfotie with'al-
acriey, me least t hope kgj 4f noty th¥h the draft mmst come; Lot
ter that than o be driven o thh_ﬁeheskfiy of protestinyg your own-
soil, as the peuple of Penpe r'ind shemselves called upen to &o.

To respond with alae¢rity tQ the President's last (Qall, with
tils reelegtion to the @hair of State, spd the Rebellion is done for
sompletely and ergevtually ere the year c¢loses, ar I shall miss it
gughe. On the goptrary, lukewarmpess to the eall,’ deteat of ithe
Press ang the fonfegeraqy will e esteblieheq on the downfall of

wthe prepept Aymy in the Ifeld. RBut I have né rearg hut that all
will go right, notwithstanaing the doings of fThe Sons of Idbertyn
and other traicors of the eountry. .

Bon't ve dlsecuraged py the eourse or events iy Harrisoh @o.,
whey have had glwaye a sirong leaning voward vtie Sputh and I guess
have not fmproved of laté. :

.~ But enough of Tolitiel, ¥ would rather, rmch, think of yofi,
Frank and all at hdme having a quiet atrternoon end wishing for Dan
td come home; as he reaponds cheerfully to the samq wishingj. and
waich, ghroush the prioteetion of Divine Agency, I t#uat you will
see acoomplisheg ere dohg. . 5 = - Uh

My love to all at home, kiks our boy, be of ;odd gheer and re-
member I éver wnink of you,dearest. '

Your hiisband,
: Dan. F. Grirfin,
s Lt. Col. 38th Ind. Vet. yol.
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In ¥rohs or Atlania, Ga.,
S5 P« Ms Aug.9th,I8R4.

Rplise T

My Dear Wire: :

Yet in ﬁhe old positidn of reserve: to the ‘20th Army
Corps, although half, our Brig. are noy -gn the front line, while
from time to time we do s share in putting up ne rks on the
front. A strong detail have Just gene to the front ned’
spades, picks and axes,. £9 well ag thelr wshooting ronsY; ¢
‘morning Mr. Rebs will find § line of earthwotks wﬁa_ have now
but & skirmish line} ‘and pavera) hundred yards élpgﬂ+{

Have just returnpd :rqm & ride on the line, but:
out of range of sharﬁ' ooaofg, 88 & gonsequence,
horse I rode on, 0. K&\ ¥im 1s vét a cdnvalesaen
able for duty, Our*ﬁattarlaa have bedr annoyldg ¢
erably this afternoon, ‘but have guecevded in drﬂhi* 5
‘an occasfional shot. - Oux Corps, in she labst fey da hgye besn do-
$ng some work on the Right, advéncing uonq;¢arautr, wing the en-
ey from three of thelr tempditr¥ Lines of worke ug}
éral hundred prisoners. I have héard ¥f v d4tile 1ed
a¥de, principallyifn the 2nd ( Reghlui | Brigdde,
o Gen'l., Palmer has beon religved vt his own requasy; of
Jommand of the Corpa,. htcaulu of sbms questipn of renk between him
and den'l. Schofield. 1 bhelir Nd ( Palmer ) hak. tendgquihia res~
ignatfon. Gen'l. Johnabﬁ 18 4t present cdmmand4n$ the (orps and
Gen‘l. King, the Div. Don't knew whéther they will iock.4p a Maj.
Gen'l. £dr uk. For my part, I would proféey %o Beo the. adaitional
at#r oh Gen'l., Johnson's ghatilders and leave Him iﬁdr& he. {6 But
fwill bs K11 right when fixed wpi Bébibr vo it 841 tHe discon«
téntdd spirdes onp. and havo tHe Conmiftiiding 0rf:¢avs' 'uﬂ;&, 48 my

mottH. s
Bug & ihlb enaugn mre nbs ye¥ in Asaanth, bk going i
411 sHair gaﬂ. dmxﬂlcn&s‘n& &ﬂg_'out,

that direeti

though &¢ ¢bd &4 ﬂhr gavairy 49 doooplish 44,0 From what
Y oan lbark| iﬁﬁﬂi Gen B#oﬁ&mﬂn has begn fakén ﬁripdna& At
‘eadt bY reporvi ddyy wi rfm 500 to 900 pen., -

Have had several aays and the atmoﬁﬂnore nﬂe beed quive
ihtolerable during vhe & mé.  Habert and Qharlie were ‘evér vo she
Right on 8unday afterncdn and saw Dr, Payne; he {s 4 charga of the
~ 2nd Div. Hospital; {s lookIng and doing well.

I wrote you ef receiving: your last and shall otk for the nex:
news lrom Georgze, who i he starts as convemplated; { previded the
rorx don't rise’ ) ghowld reach us in & rew daye., Thet I BHAll have
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the o.et.aii'ed acddiiy 01 Fehhk's jersonal appefrancs, 19ad Lahevior,
étg, eta. e

But here ecomes the irevitable suppéf; dtver shich I em tp per
Pﬁi;ﬂ 34 Brigadb Headquarters for a short tinre; then perhaps a
soafal ganme O vabds to pdby the evening eré yewiring to think of
Qu and home. N,oantime, or untill I write next, L& at¢erful =and
appy 4n thg kngwlédge of all being well. ‘

Love £9 a%3 at hems; kies Frgnk ang the jieldle folks for we,

"H‘_."-in'k&ab&.
i l?gawf mf.“ grdrin.




455

81x 0'clock, Bunday Atf'termpan

My Dear:

: I know you will be disappointed in looking and waiting
ere this reaches yon, for yesterday and today there was no mafl
north and none will leave until tomerrow morning. ‘But when it does
ecome, "twill zive you one days latgr adyvices, that is of my being
well and of living in the same comfortable style as yesterday. -

"~ All guiet on our front is the word for today; and in fact we
have had altogether a pleasant Sabiath, considering. the closeness
of the enemy. Last evening the rain came down in torrents and to
while away the hours ere bed time arrived, we had recourse to a
geme of euchre. A verr good one with Robert tor a partner, againgt
the Major and Lit. Van Dusen. In the midst of our geme came the
wail and with it yours of last Sunday, together with one from
$borye. The ghme was at once suspended for the feading of the
above doouments and the givin& of the latest points of news. All
epe interested in Frank's. pertformances and I must tell haw he 1is
flgurishing. Expeat to0 hear imch from George on his arrival, which
¥ will look for tne last of the week. Am glad to know that all is
_ g&ing well with you, that Gen'l. (G. has been so fortunave as to ot

elose to home and that your mind has been set at ease on the re.

e¥ipt of mine of the 23rd, Another relief wfll be when you get
dityes Yater than the p8th; and since that time affairs have beeh
f:theb yudet, althoush they have had an occasional tussle on the
RigHt.

i gae .of suchre prosressed after the letters and news were
afspased Of and I went to sleep feeling quite relieved after hearw
irig £rom ydu. Dan 1s a smart youth to suess f£irst time where 40
chiyty His ¥bEsket full of letters ror Aunt Mollie®: *mhder the
ewsey dpple freeﬁ. I see you ydt have a weakness for something
saod $4 e¢B8) can't you send me.one? Have not seen an apple or

each tldp bdmer yot and in ract , had almost forgottsn there were
[ gt

Bort’t ko whet you will do after while 1+ Master Frank is ho
able ¢4 otfigmet; shéass I will have t0 come home to téke him in
tralninb thles¥ yot can dend him t6 me} pertaps atter a few dayk of
who)elbme Hriny afed; He would not ve so dbutreperoud

THday had ﬂerv 468 in she Regitneht &nd the #6pnidn by‘ thﬂ Ghap-
lain, MoGrea of tMé 33P#H, Had a reel ;8bd serinén by the why, the
old _envlemart making a first vate eviay Beymdh and 3!&{6ﬂed td; with
i\tnreﬁt sy all. Had him ve dirde with me and in thé Abseficé bi all
citiokens, heil f.d rut up Wien peacihy rolls lor des#drt! a p Qﬁ.ﬁaht
hour erter Jinner rassed in ¢dbhversation; snhen a lew 0rfitial com-
muanications to look at dha sign) then a vistt tb gol. €06Kurn of the
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33rd, and the aiternoon is paxded or 18 Lein: closed with a 1itydle
talk with you. Which Carpenter {s dispteed to jut a stop to, as I
near him hurryinz wp the toys with the tatle.:

Services were ageain heéld ay five o0'clook. It seems queer to
be attendin; Divine Servige when the continued oracking of the
skirmishers rifles, with asi oseaslonal ball whistling over head
tells plainly or the enemy and brings home a realization ef the
-position. And yet it you were heré for a time, you would sit with
flerves as unmoved and youl &8%t&h¢ien less atiracted than perhaps
were you in a cushioned &pat beh‘nd a4 roy of bonnete that must be
eriticised on retwrn home. OCircumstances and experience seem to
make & man used to almMdst snything. - i

George writés that he will brifty all the papers I wroteifor
and I trust ere many monthg to be with you, Am slad to hear of
€ol. Beribner's improving sand would like to s¢f him back for the

* . btime we rewmain here. All 48 gbing well in thie Dept., so be ntt

east down Ly any rumors you magy he&yy not any sayings of the old
géntleman at the Glade. We have alibady destroyed br placed @ioyd
de combat® fully ond-third ¢f their entire Army and they have hons
to send to their support unless they bg from Riehmond, and fram

. there I opine, they cannot be spared. (my Army % very atyrong
8till, 4in numbers and in spirits. . .

Have not seen Dr. Payne w&cently; his Div. is to the right of
us; and being %femporarily dstasched €ftm the Oorps, mre peveral
iniles tfrom him. His Div. has had no ree¢ent engdgements, however,

My love to all at homes :

Jie Bver ymir devoted husbang,
Dan. ¥. Griffin,
L. Gol. 38th Ind. Vet. Vol.
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In ¥ront of Atlanta, (a,.,
Thursday P. M., Aug. IIth, 1844,

My Dear Wire: :
No further news of startling interest to write you.
Are not yet in the c¢ity, but are half a mile closer than my last
rosition in reserve, from which § wrote you; and now occupy & part
of the new. front line. A most excellent position for Infantry,
which we have well intrenchéd; and for Artillery, which.we are now
rapldly Putting into position, This completed, we shall be able
fully t0 return the Rebel compliments that they have been offering
freely fdy the past two days. I have a nicely constructed, forti-
fied house, and live in safety from all passing missiles, *The men
likewize are well proteeted and only chafe & 1$ﬁt1e ‘at” ]‘}aving $0
stay €0 elose wo their wowks tor sdfesy. HOwever, shere 4s much on
the_frpnx to keep up the 1n'ereat, being rithin a thoéusand yards of
th# enemy's works; end 1500 yds. of theijr ldrge forts; a mile, or
mile and a half from the ci{ty, there is mueh to0-h¢ seen and-mmeh to
be lookad. after. As the Reb guns are ‘seen to go off, the word is
given, down go all heads behind the works and the pissile passes
withoy# herm to & Many narrow éscfipes Are had, but without
thiese, the boys wnuld have but 1iteleé to telk ofs This morning the
sXfrmish 1ine was advanced, driving the Rebels from their ptts and
odotpying *hem; 2his relieves us from an annoying fire from sharp-
ghobters. As soon as our Batteries dre in position I Llook for same
interestdrs Artillexry practice on the front; ‘tis exceedingly in- -
teresting to look at fram a position of safety. -

Guess all is going well with tie Army; have not heard directly
from the Right ar Left, bnt from the sotirid of artilleéery, we know
thev are drawing $n around the o¢ity. Yet I do not expect to sur~
round the place, as I look upon it &8 too imch and cannot be accom-
plished without mdre ald. We may however, aut of'f all means of
supplie and thus make them come Out %0 meet us VY leave the posi-
tion. 8o far as my observation goes, all seems %6 be well.

'?{p now almost sundosn and the day's Iabors will soon cease,
alshouygh the labors.have consisted principally 9f lounging arannd
iy fortified house. Am dajly expecting George to come up and ex-
peot much news frag him, in detail. How -often I wish I mere with
you; yet yhese Are days of dury and of vita)l fmpartance to th# Gov-
errment, which t 4rust will ve sustained in préper spirit, this
‘Falls

Expéet they will raise a nev regiment or try to, in the gnd
bf#t. ,ﬂgpe they MRy Buwooceed, and that ‘as an early date, althourh T
think the chanpes doubtiul as to sucdess. - Don'ty leét Frank go, on
the tirst call.  Lagve 1o 8ister and all at the Glade. How is
Gen'l. Gresham? I trhst thats leg has Leen ocured.

Ever your devoted husbahd,
Pan. ¥. erifi'in.
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o Pront ol Atlanta, e,
Afternoon, August IIth, I864.

My Dear Wife:. :

In the pits on the front; a very romantic place to
write and give glowing details of army scenes and army life. But
since my days of romancing have long since settled into plain re-
ality, I can promise you nothing either grand or sublime. ‘Here I
am, seated in my southern home, consisting of a square I2xI6 ft.,
duz 2 ft. deep in the slope of & gencle declivivwy in rear of onyr
lines, the earsth rrom the intérior furnishing material for the par-
apet of our miniature field work, the resetments belng composed ‘of
small pine logs. The floor of this elegant establishment- consists
of small pine poles laid on mosher earth, then a layer of -thick
pine boughs furnish both carpet and bedding: the rootf eonsists of a
tent fly stretched in the usual style, the ridge some I2 ft. high,
aftording a large, airy, comfortable, and I might say safe, habita-
- tion. From  the southwest corner runs 8 diteh to carry any water
that may fall or drip from the eves of our ‘shelter. ArOund us:
stand some pipes of small growth giving some shade; and’ al together
'tis a place of much contentment, when one thinks of what he would
be exposed to, outside the protecting walls. At night our blankets
stretehed on the aforementioned carpet make an excellent pl&ﬁe for
repose, and trom the scene around me, would judge it no mean place
to lounge away & hot and sultry afternoon. Major C. reclines close
by, reading Harper for Aug.; Van Dusen who has just wakened, is
looking in vain for late news throu:;hh the columns of the Chattanoo-
ga (azette; Serst. Maj. Hazzard, a good looking youth, is resting
at'ter a walk trom the Q..M. and culinary Deptrs. situated half a
mile to the rear; Corporal Martin is writing no déubtfﬁ love letter
as youns men often do; while your most obdt. seated on an amnuni-
tion box, leaning auainss a friendly tree, thinks much of home;
perhaps goes so far w@ to wish himself there to pass the evening
with kind frienads.

While all this may seem quiet and cosy to you and you almost
wish you were here to enjoy the comtorts oif our retreat, let me
tell you of the flying balls, the burstini; shell and whistling
round shot, as they ;0 whizzing past and close above our heads or
bursting with a report equal to a cannon, send the flying missiles
around us in vrotusion. '"T"would armse vou to see how excessively
rolite all are at the approach or these distinguished visitors;
makin tiaely obeilsance more lowly than%a country school marm@:
gven at tiues amounting to adoration, Ly talline flat on the tace
Letfore the aususe rresence., Yet with all this, we pursue our daily
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toills, cook and eat a rull supply of Uncle Sam's rations and but
very Iew hmurt; so Iew indeed that it is a matier of daily wonder
with us that all escape so well.

Our present position is the result of moving our main lineg to
the tront, about hali a mile, on yesterday morning; this accom-
plished by first driving the Rebel skirmishers: from the ground to
be occupied. Then just at dusk on Tuesday evening, a detail of 400
armed men with spades, picks and axes, repaired to the line at or
near the skirmish line, and thoush the small balls whistle often
‘uncamfortably close, yet ere daylizht we have a line of earthworks
in a very commanding position and able to defy any advance on the
part of the *Johnniesv.

At day-break of Wednesday my 1ine of the Brig. advanced to the
new poaition and soon with their united efforts, completed the
rough- works. Bat'eries are now being placed in position and by ' to-
morrow we shall be tully able to return the enemy's. shell with in-
-serest. We are now within & thousand yards of the enemy s main
line, their heavy forts frowning upon us, but still vé press slowly
on. This morning an advance drove the Rebs from their: skirmish
pits, which relfeves us mch from the annovance of their rifle
balls. Toright, some 32-pounders are to be made provision for, on
our front and as we are nos more than & mile or mile and a half
from the city, the inhabitants thereof must look out for-their
neads. The siege advances slowly and I make no prediction as to
when we shall enter the city: suffice to say, we are progressing;
hold one of their rail-roads, have partially dastroyed the other,
@nd encircle fully one-half, 4f noi two-shirds of the city. health
is good, spirits ditto, and rasions plenvy.

Love vo &1l as homne and think of us ofwzen, as we do of home
and those who £ill the fireside: nor let patriotism flag in. the
- North till this Rebellion be .crushed out completely. -

As ever yours,
s : : Dan.
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In Front of Atlanta, Ga.,

Sunday Afternoon, Aug. I4th, 1884,

My Dear Wife&

Entertaining friends and attendins Meeting have well
nigh used up the day; almost to your exclusion, but I can hurry in
a few lines yet before the closing of the mail and theg invitation
for supper ceomes alopg. 'Tis now after sundown, the day closing
fasty, and so far as niy observatjon has gone, it has been one of -
rether unusual quietness. Very little itiring on our front, in fact
all seem to have realized that the Sabbath is with us and have act-
ed accordingly, or rather in accordance with early teachlngs and
training. - -

But to the news of the day while day vet permits. Last even-
ing our line was relleved from the front and today we have lain
quietly in reserve. Should no more of impprtance call us from
here, we will remain in reserve ror some days. Our llnes are grad-
ually approachinv the citvy and ere long, yot may hear of its being
badly damaged if not taken.

Georgse reached us Friday evening, sick, too sick for duty and
has gone to the Div. Hospital for a tew days. Charlie and Robert
‘hgve been to see him today and report him much better, so we may
look tor him back soon. :

Tell Sis I would much rathér join her pease ( green ) party
than her peace at any price party. I think this affair should be
settled now and settled beyond the possibility of revival in after
years. .To do this, all that is now wanwed is a united North; this
accomplished and the end can be foretold by all. Without, may come
anarchy and ruin to the whole country; unless indeed, the majority
shall prevail in sufticient force to keep down the traitor element
to the Government.

I would that ciagumstances were such as would admit of the re-
turn of the Inddana soldiers to vote this Fall, but this I do not:
anticipatem althoush spoken of. I cannot see that their presence
can be spared i1rom the 1'ield and from the tront, where most of them
are. 1In our absence however, we shall expect much of the influence
of the women toward raising the stanaard of loyalty to the Govern-
ment higsh and sustaining it under all circumstances. :

Long ere writings this tar, have I been interrupted, first by
an Orr'icer on business, to be rollowed at once by & call to supl.er,
and now aster tine evening chat is over, the Major and the Loys re-
tired, I shall proceed to pay my attention homeward, havingy nade
srransgements to nave tie letter taken out at early morn.

James Shielus ( late ol Coryaon ) came dowm with Georse, and
is stayira; WETEL N1t Don't know on wiltat business he corigs to the
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Army, out as an <la irviend and sdcqualntsrce fvom howe, he is 8 wol-
come visitor to our fare ana hatitation. Yesterday showed him
around tire lines { our lines ) ;iving a view of the city and jts

deienses. He naving been with the army belore on campaigns, as
well as a participant, and in wne ;#llant detense of Corydon in
I863, I found him not of the nervous temperament but able  to walk
the front with but little dodging, althowsh none become so calm as
to prevent a genele inclination or ducking of the head when the un-
welcome visiiors come whistlinzg by.

Our Parson iave us today a good sermon and altoscether I feel
that I have put in & profitable Sabbath, not the least of which was
repairing to & small stream near by, this morning, having a glorious
wash, &nd clean ( army washed ) clothes. Have gone so far as to
indulge in the luxury (%) o a paper collar; in fact am dressed up,
~all but the shaving; but as it has been but a week since that was
done, I.don't think you would reifuse to kiss me on that account,
and in that case I should be haply enough anyway. You mustn't in-
sist on your hustand looking remarkably nice af4er a hundred dars
campadgn, but think of him with featwres, well, exceedingly tehned;
my high top boots; old light blue pants that you used to think were
made 1'or Mr. De Pauw or his size; my woolen overshirt, and coat
well xornj; while the only article that I sport as new is an army
hat, such as the boys wear and at the cost ot $1.65, sets off the
urper portion of the man in style! a little grugin» in of the crown
a la Burnside, the placing of a cord sewed on Ly these hands, and
tne hat is not only genteel but comntortable, and I might say, pret-
ty. Yet altogether the personnel is not such as the Jay and young
of your clime are found luxuridating in.

Speaking of electfons, reminds me that our Lt. B. Parke Dewey
1s anticipating somewhat the nomination tf'or Congress ( Republican )
in the 2nd Dist. and is extremely anxious to et it; this too, T
would think a hopeless task, but Parke takes up wi*h 1% in his
usual style of brighe anticipations of success. Possibly he may
sev whe noinination for vhe reason that those at home 1f they deem
it hopeless, will be glad to have some one to make the race. If
prospects are ygood ror success, then many will be tfound only £00
willing o right and bleed for the cause: human nature again,

Had visitors today in the persons of Adjt. Slemmons, Lt. Mar-
tin ana Lt. Applegate, all three of Harrison Co., and Lt. Sisloff
of' New Alvany, all from the 68th., This resgiment is close ‘to us,
has lost pretty heavily on the campaisn, but now doins well. I
rinua whey have uut little regard tor *hedfr Major ( Morrison ) now
in Command, Col. Martin having: .one iiome;siocke.

The 23rd are some two miles on our ri:ht; have not seen Bah-
Litt ( LT. Col. ) since his return. Exieuted It today, bwt legya

that he nas but just arrived; s#s I have nis valise and tobacco at
Wy amarterss, ST o=ndnl el il e Spannd soon.
Have not heeord srow Dr. Payne since I last wrote you, but the

heas Too wne Bispe i ce oneWare s ds, dio g che Bftcet thay bun
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lizyle is beiny aone; a rew prisoner's and desercers being taken in
daziiye 80 you and Mr. McGrain canno: agree on the War questions o
the day., Don't wonder, it the Qincinnati Enquirer is his textboak.
Don't allow his dark pivtures and iorebodings to have any effect on
your mind; in fact I think his mind is so set in his positvion that
nothing could wvurn it; besides his nature is to love controversy.

I like your }.lan of not allowing yourself to be led into discuss~
ions with him, as it could only end in discontente I honor him ftor
some high traits of c¢haracter and for what he once was. But in
fact, I do not think his mind has ever been the same since the
death of his first wife and subsequent family troubles. I love to
bury his faults and think of him as he once was, a good and true
~rriend &nd guardian to me. Tell Sis to remember me to Lide in her
next letter to Ireland, :

I discover in your last letter much of the old vein of Moll ie
when feeling well and light hearteds I trust it was the case and
may ceontinues Shall expect to hear of the Saturday ride you and

Lizzie were to have, oif where you went, what you saw, etc, etc.
: And of our chubby boy, how goes the world with him®  How 1
would like to see him and how much my dear, would I love to see
yous, you ean guess by a measurement of your own feelings.

- How goes the reeruiting in the Dist ¢ Will they raise a regi-
ment or await the coming of" the draft-? No commutation, 'tis
either 1ight, desert or challenge the authority of the Governemnt
as some of the QJopperheads may try to do; but which I trust may no:
oesur, as the consequences may prove more than they anticipated or
bargained for.:

- ¥ like the news tfrom Mobile, though I doubt if we have at this
time a land force suffricient in that vicinity to capture the city.
But the possession of the harbor, is of itself a good thing end if
the frorts be taken, the power of the placé for treason is broken
effectuallye.

Grant's first tailure, I think will but aid him in the renewal
of efforvs, 'tis hard to change his purpose or thwart his will,
while the entire Army is as his command. Here though going Blowly,
'tis going surely and well.

But for tonight, J kiss you adieu. Love to all st home.

Your devoted husband,
Dan. F. Griftin.

Qol. Beribner has vendered his resignation, on the grounds of
cloBeness of expiration of term or service, his absence from the
and eontinued ill healths I have anticipated it, as I hardly
thought he would again join us without promotion. I cannot blame
him for reeling and acting rthus. More is due him than has been
done by tthe Governemnt, and he coula hardly have done otherwise.

I will advise you of cile result, on retwrn or she papersa
Dan.



493

In Fron. or Atlsnia, @a.,

9 P M., Atzust I5th, IS61.

My Dear Witet

Robert starts for the city of Nagshville in the morn-
ing on duty, tqQ ke gone ten days. I shall forward this by him, hop-
ing it may reagh you somewhat sooner than Ly the usual mail route.

Lines rather quiet today,and tonight our big guns send g shell
oecasionally into the ait;, a painful reminded to the denizens )
theredcfs

Went over to Div. Hospital today t0.see (eorgé;, found him soms
Retier but looking poarly. Dr. Dixon thinks he will have to send
kim to the rear rather than to the front; when I spoke of having
him come t0 my quarters, believing 'twould suit him mueh better to
be with us. Don't think he will he much sick, if prudent. Went
from there to the 23rd and en route met Gol. Babbitt, who in his
emphatic style, gave me Bomething of a History of his travéle in
Hoosierdom and besetmelts pn the ray. He is particularly happy in
his expressions when on the subjeet of the Qrutthield House, Chat-
tano Oif8 e

Returned at noon and have for most of the arternoon, been
quite busy in the O0ffiece. I send by Robert to draw some pay for me
at Nashville:! it he suececeeds in getting it, he will send up to you,
perhaps by your father, ghould he meet hime Should he trail to get
. my pay, he will send to you anyway, on reeelpt-of his own pay, the
sum of §200.00. Expect you will look upon it as a Godsend &t this
juneture ot aftairs. All I hope is, that you may get it soone.

Am sorry ror Tom, but I wrote you the fagction would be strong
againet hims I trust he may yet succeed.

Al anxious to join you and see Frank c¢limb trees, eat %hard
tack®, ete, ete. He progresses well; guess he is a smari Loy! Geo.
says he is at any rate.

Everybody asleep but me, the plckets and the inhabitants of
the c¢ity on the 1ookodt for shells. I mst to bed, to rest and to
dream oif' you. My love to all. :

-Hear today, the enemy's QGavalry are about to eut our road nea:
Dalton! should our mail ¢ommnications be eut aty atiy time, don't
get uneasys I look upop it as next to impossible to prevent all
thelr raids, in faet expeet & ‘soodly number. 8o be of gdod cheer,
tnough they should eut off yowr letiers occasionallye I wonder
they have not done it before.

Ever your devoved husband,
Dars ¥, Qriffin.

Favor of Lt. Chesewr'o, 10O Nashiville,
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In FPront ot Marietta, Ga.,

5 Pa M, 411{5‘..15?. Ial}h, 18841,

My Dear Wife:

Have just returned from the éight where I have beeﬁ
on duty, that is, putting in proyper shape_the applicatioﬁs‘for.muﬂ—
ter pu£ O;ﬁsefvicq, of Officers and enlisted men of the'gommand,
vho'goyoﬁﬁ in-éeﬁ£; Have fafwanded 3ame.:; Oﬁr Offiters have not
Et_dO_é; E\___B,.'_'faat g I h_ad hoped far, -though theﬁr were not bound by
pledgég"hnléss tﬁey-may have made such to their men.

Ouf or~twenty+aéVen, eightﬁen have_made application'for,musper
dut,_imclﬁ&inngwaelf; iﬁich I assure you was hard to do, when I
saw 80 mhny'fegdy %0 leave &t cnce. But I do feel_nﬁat.my duties
and interésts.aﬁ hame require me) and I have aeta& aceordingly.

I have dOubtg of the-muaéer out being ordered, as there 1is
mueh talg\pf.een'la Thomas holding the df:isers; in that case, res-
ignationajiill be accepted, or at least eonsidered. _Rest assured
I.shall'not forget my duty to-you and our' boye.

-Buﬁ my friend Shfﬁldé is just ready to start for the 23rd,
rro@ where hé starts tomorrow for the North! I must glose to give
this to him, wili ﬁrite you in full, tonighti meantime good-bye,
my dears hAll well.

. Ever your devoted husband,
Dan. P, Griftin,

Ltc GOl- SGih In(l. veto VOl-
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11 Front of Atlanta, Ba,,
August I8th, I3ad.

My pear Wite:
I wrote you a tew lines this afternoon to forward o

Mr. Shields, who ‘is to start tomorrow morning with some of the 23rd
resigned Officers tor the Northe Trust it will.reach you early, as
it will doubtless be the first through, singe the repairing of the
road, We expeet to start a mail from here in the morning and have
some hopes of getting a mail and papers in returne

Qol. Babbitt and gapte. Duncan, an 0fficer from the I?th Oorps,
have been with us all evening; and they with Pevol, rev1ved,nany
associations of the past as well as some good stories of the last
trips; interlarded freel with Bawgbitt's adjectives. Lt. Qol. B. hds
been mustered in and now stands ready to reeeive a pair of silver
leaves. They have left us, others about, are enjoying the eveting
moonlight, while I find more pleasure in a ehat with yous - I told
you in my note of the afternoon of having started today, the appli-

- eation of those Officers and men whose time will expire on the I8th

day ot Septe A week or two may elapse ere we know the aetion of
the Bept. .on the subjeet of mustering out the gffiders! but really
I am not sanguine that it will be done; in faet, the precedent
seems to0 be that Qfficers will have to go out on resignations. But
in the absence of Orders on the subjeet, I thought it best to fol-
low the Orders as published and ask for muster oute The Dept.
Beems t0 be partieularly severe on 0ffigers who went home on Veter-
an Service! in faet on the I9th of Jan. an Order weas issued in our
Dept. allowing none to go without they would give pledges to re-

-main in the Veteran Servige. O0f course, all who went after that

aate, are in honor bound to remain. But the Dept., 80 report says
chooses to make this Order apply even to those who wernt North be-
fore the issuing of ite. Not being disposed to take rumors on the
subjeet, we have applied to them to define their position in writ-
ing; afver which, should it prove adverse to our views, cirgum-
stances will govern Qur aetions in the matter. Be ‘the desision
what it may, I have deeided that my duty to you, our boy and to my-

-selt, requires that I should suspend operations in the field; and I

will leave no stone unturned to aecomplish the deaired ende Am I
not rignt and eorreet in my positiont

I do dislike the idea of leaving the boys at this time, but
teel bevser satisfied when I think of gapts. Jenkins, Perry, Low
and Leonard remaining with them! men of experience and ¢apable of
making good Field 0fficers. In taei I have been ‘disaplointed in

e action or some of our youny O0ftfieers who, so far as my observa-
vion goes, have noining to call uiieln from she field; but perhaps
uliG ;7 N nave ;ood 1'éasons, and naving served three vears, 1 canno.

Say awsnt against oem, unless proumisces were made to thei: men.
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But do not let me, or let tilis worry you; all seems to he
dorking well and whatever Gen'l. Thomas deeides, I shall vreswas o
be correet, Or at least, done from ihe best of motives and if no:
in aeccordance with my views, then I shall aet in due time as my
judgment tells me is corredt and best in the premises. Will keep
you advised of the progress or afiairs, though I expect some time
may elapse in these dalys o1 field movements, ere we hear from Dept.
Headquarters on the subjecte

On my return from Div. Hdqtrs. today I called .on Dr. Payne at
2nd Dive Hospital; round him in the midst of business, but just
ready for dinner; to which point I ace¢ompanied him, paratking of a
very good dinner indeed. Dr. is well and expects to go North about
Nov: 3rd, Orders not preventing; desired to be remembered to *Mol-
lie¥ and insisted on my staying all day: all of which Y deelined as
I had then been absent sinee punrige ( breaktast hour )« On my
arrival at camp I found all quiet, no ehanges sinece morning, and as
we are ou the 2nd line, have nothing partieular to pay attention
toe George is staying with me, is very much better and eompletely
siek of hospitale I advised him to gome, believing the cheerful
influence of friends would do gquite as much toward a eure, as would
hospital, medie¢ines and eooking. ¢ol. Moore sent him a tent from

Brig. Hdqtrs., so that he is doing well; and with faith in Carpen-
- ter's ¢ooking, I think he will soon be able for dutye -Our big gun
on this front is sending a shell akout every five minutes into the
eity; the skirmishers, to not be behind hadn, are trying their hand
gesasionally by moonlight, most generally resulting in a waste of
gunpowder.

I wrote you of Robert's having atarted to Nashville some drys
since and that I had given him authority to draw my pay, whieh if
he subteeds in doing, he will-send you. 8Should he not get it for
me, he will at any rate seeure his own pay and from it, send you
$200.00 borrowed last Winter; on reoeipt of whieh, you can dispose
of as seemethh best. I pope he Wy suceeed in getting my pay as T
would mueh rather have it forwarded form Nashville than to run the
risk of sending it from here; .ir we ever get it dowh -this way! I
truBt he will beé able to send.you sufticient tor {mhediate wants.

Am at a loss hovw to address this, your last spoke of coming wp
home and george tells me that.you were to come this week. How he
gets Nis inrormation, I can't see unless *"Nora's brother® has
joined the Army egasin. At any rate I will try New Albany, as that
can't fail for more than a day. I see the Major msaking prepara-
tions for the night and I shdll soon rollow, to drgam of you and
our boy Frank. How I would love to be with you rathiéer than here a<
present: but for our couniry we must d0 and sui'ter fmieh, and Y horpe
tne factions at howme 1may not add new complieations td the already

larpge taske. Give us unity of action at houe and less than a vear
w11l see the ¢nu or rreasons That iv imay be so, is my earnest
braser, dn whieh I knoa yon join fesrtilys But I pmst elose. Wisn

love to all, a kiss ftor Frank «na several ror nis mother, I am
Exer yours,
Dan. F. Gritftin.
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In Fron: oif Atlanza, Gae,
Auvge 20th, I&na,

My Dear Wite:

d Our rirst mail for tour days came in this afternoon,
but amongst the mess nothing but 0fricial papers tfor me. I how-
ever, look ior better tnings tomorrow, tor we anticipate our daily
maills again, at least until the Rebs prove themselves able to again
meke for the rear. This time 'tis true they cut the road, but
"twas ,of little importance, they being soon driven off; while we
have suffered nothins from it except the delay of mail and papers.
Rations are plenty and 'twould take a break of at least twenty days
duration to brinz us to half rations. But the Rebs have much to do
looking arter their own commmnications since Kirkpatrick has egain
taken the war path and is even now hammering away at the Macon R.R.

Yesterday there was to have been made a dash for the road;
have not heard from there today: in fact we have had an unusually
yquiet day, Interspersed wi<h almost as manv showers of +ain as
showers of shell. Our Brigade yet occupies the olsf position. Last
evening the Regiment moved to the front line after a six days rest
in reserve and are now comiortably fixed. (lose to us are several
Batteries, & 3<~pounder and some Z0-pounders that throw shell, hot
shot, ete¢, etc¢c, into the eity. The enemy show but little disposi-
tion to open their Batteries now that we have an egual nmmber with
vhem on this front; consequently this line is but l1ittle troubled.

Some advantages have been gained Ly us on the Rizht in the
past few days, Lut cannot say to what extent: rumors are so wild
ana varied that I shall await further advices. All seems to 50
.well with us.. _ '

@George is rapidly recovering; is still staying at my Hdqtrs.in
the rear; as I do not bring Carjenter to the front line with his
cooking. dept. but have in fashionable style, meals sent to my room.
George is not yet reporting for duty;, when able I presume he will
report 10 Brigade Haqtrs. We are all waiting to hear Gen'l,Thomas'
decisfon on the ajp)lication for muster out, & month hence: bLut this
way’'be & month reachin;; us. Meantime aftairs go on as usual and
under tshe intluence of our late rest, we are feeling in good health
and good spirits. .

I would ve slad to see Atlanta 1rall within the month, ere the
uustering ot ol our non-veterans ana I awm rmch in hopes or seein:
it accomplisned. I could then leave tie rield with a bLetter .frace
tiian now, while so mueh uncertainty envelopes our position: but zs
I have told you Lerore, I think my .mty should now e t6 you, and
Having raisumlly mlrilled iy cvontract witia nhe Government, hawe
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agcidea to be withh you and remain with you. Let us hope and praw
that this day or ha}j.iness may speedily come, for surely we nave
tosether borne well owr part in this arrair of our country's peril.

I trust the Governemnt and its friends are in such strength
throunshout the land as to relieve uks from further obhlipgations: al-
thouzh I have mueh to tear on this point.

Love t0 all at home; to our boy, & kiss and to yourself, many
of them. Hoping to write you soon of iood news in this Dept. and
to receive the same from you,

I anm da'&vei yours,
Dan. F. Griffin,
" Lt. Gol. 38th.Ind.
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ih PFront of Atlanta, {ja.,
Tuesday Eveninz, Aug. 23, 'R/4

My Dear Witel

I must confess to a disaprointment today in not hav-
ing a letter fyrom you, but have concluded that i1t either went into
the culvert near Elizabethtown with the train, or else the guer-:
rillas have gobbled it en route. Nothing from you of later date
;han'ﬁhe I0th which to me seems very long: however, yours and
Frank's general good health leaves me 4n good spirits as to your
condi¢ion. I can at least hope with ‘some degree of certainty that
all is well with you even as it is with us. Later advices from
home through "Nora's relations® tell me of your expected return to
home the latter part of last week. Tomorrow I shall.look for my
letter certain, and feel that I shall not be disappointed-

All is going with us smoothly Here; although on the front line
no danger attends {t; only an occasional lnillet nhistles past. In
fact, both sides have nearly tired of picket firing and on most of
the lines have ceased by mutual consent, to be resumdd only in case
of advances - being made. Bu* as we have some heavy guns on our
front that pay their ten-minutes compliments to the c¥ty, we have
to keep their pickets pretty close; besides they love to annoy the
gunners whenever ypossible. Should no more occur in two days more,
we again take the reserve.

george has recovered altogether and will report to Brig. Head-
quarteérs tomorrow for duty; however, his resignation papers have
gone forward and I think with very good prospect of success; a day
orf two will deefdé. OCol. Scribner's resignation, I hear has been
accepted, though I have not the O0fficial information: today his ape
pointument as Brevet Brig. Gen'l. cawe to hand: George has it and
will take it or send it up soon. Oapt. Lopp's ( Co. B. ) resigna-
tion has also been accepted. SO one by one they pass away. -

But the application, I wrote y of having submitted for mus-
ter out of Orficers ¢t the (Jommand, has been acted on adversely.
They now seem to dedi@e upon holding all Qfficers to Service. those
who went home with Veteran Regiments for their terms; and <hose who
have accerted promotidn three years from date of sheir lasy muster.
Resignations however, will be accepted or considered, particularly
thiose who have served three years)] so that outr Officers will have
to go in that way; that 18 those that choose to go. This may des
tain me for a tige; but it shall not be longer than the necessary
time ror plaving the Command in good c¢ondition and in good hands
( Ofticered ). This much I teel due the Loys; at least I shall try
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to do v duty by themj with the distinct aiwm however, thet I will
join you as soon as possille and as the exisencies of the case will
admit. Don't on vrecelpt of this, get blues on thinking of 14, for
rest asswred I shall make the time as short as rossible and I know
you would have me leave the Comusana thug; Loth In justice to the
men and to the (overnument. The time grows short now till the I8th
of Sept., atfter whic¢h aate, affairs will be pushed as rapidly as
rossible.

1 wrote you a weak stnee of Robert having started for Nash-
ville on duty, that ¥ had given him an order to draw my pay and
forward the same ta you if he could get it for me, and should he
not slcceed in thga, he was $0 fdrward you $200.00, money that I
had loened him., I have ¢t heard from him since starting and to-
night I have heard thatashoub the timﬂ he started North, a train
was captured with gaverﬁl gfficers. I canno think Robert was one
of them and yey sysh a thing is possible. Shonld the money not be
atv. hand by this time, IJknON of no other cause of delay ; 80 write
- me,on recelpt of this whether yig have received {t o» no%,‘qn{,,
 whether yoyr rathey has peeh Robért in Nashville. I.trust that all
has gone well and that the money {g with you ere this.

I see by the papers that W. W. OQurry has been namninated for
¢ongress #n the 2nd P{et., thereby blasting poor Dewey's prosypects
and he has been fl&ttering himself with the hopes of getting 1t and

of spending the whole campadgn at home with his yourtg wife. I ocan
sympathize with him on part of his disaypointment; &nd would like
mmeh t0 be home t0 wdte in the-coming contest. I see friend Kelso
nas teken to the field, tell him if I cannot get there- uuaelf, he

can at least have Frank’s gupport and suffrage.

Am making no predictions as to when we shall go 1nto Atlanta'
perhaps goort, but fn faet I am not adivsed of the time. Gen'l.
Kilpatrick succeeded in cutting the Macon R. R. a few days since,
but I think not badly. ~All eeems t6 5o well and the men are having
quite a rest, somewhing badly needi.

My love to all &t quma and kind remembrénces to friends.

4t Idur devoted husbind,
Dan. F. @ritfin,

L Lt. Uol. B8th Ind. Vew. yol.
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In Front ot Axlanta, GR.,
Aug. 24th, 1864,

My Dear Wite:

I wrote you lmet evening and cannosv by this time
have mmich additional to tell, except that George has had his resi; -
nation accepted and will stars f6r the North tomorrow morning, =
happy boye I cannot think of having him spart wizthouu <aking to
you at least a tew lines from me. For the details of .how we live,
what we are doing and what goins to de, I refer you to him: he can
tell all and will doubtleBg have ample time to tell it, I will not
harass my mind by Baying and wigh{ng $t were I; you well know I
¢ould do it with & good grace: and in faet I begin to look forward
to that bright day for beth of ps; happy, will it not 've? As the
time draws near I fesl it ere kgenly than ever and would, were it
rossible, hasten the time. Ygt you know mmch of the duty I owe
these boys and our country; and .'twill not be well’of us even at
this time to act from selfish motives. But let us look forward
- with hope and in ed doing, torget not the Divine Power that alone

can garry u¢ safely shrough., I feel thas you join me in these '
hopes and prayers, and feeling md, have every contidence in their
brisht comswasation. George will tell you of our position and of
my deserminacvion in yhe premisas; and with what I wrote you last
evening will give you very fair views or everything. I can still
ask you v0 i$ive way to no déspondency, be happy, cheerful, in showry
bd - "Moll fev; shat cQmes nearer axpresaing all than any other word I
can mention.

No letter ior me yet, buw 5om0nrow I shall lock for 1t with
certainuy; ‘If 1t does not céue sobn, I shall begin to think perhaps
my rittle wire is sick} uut I.hope and pray not, in fact will not
think so, bus tully make-up my mind %o have & zood long letter rran
yott tomorrow, perhaps contalning a_good 10ng P. 8.

Wrote you lust evening of quers 8 having sone to Nashville
ana of a bHre pussibilisy of his gapwyre; <his evening through
capt. ba?tc 1 learn.of his safe Arraival in Nashviile, but that up
to Mortday 1;at, he had been unable to draw dny pAy, no fundd on
hand. He would wait & few days lofiger bn thas gecount: I trust he
has guccéeded and that érd thib, he had sent you some money, as per
Iny request.

All remains quiet with us on the lines ty date: still occupy~
ing the old position. Today just afser sundowh, Charlie Fowler wan
se¥erely wounded by a rifls bell gtriking him in the risht bwreass.
Am in hopes i, 15 no. B0 SBeve.o as anticipated vy some. I will et
Wou know as soon-as I can get the opinions from the Surgebhs at the
Div. Hospital, where he wha <akan. Poor hoy, and 80 nedr his time
to 50 home. iie was very caselessly 1,ing on top of ou¥ works &t
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the $ime and Was atyuck by & stray tall from the ekipmiph z
b4t the night wears away and T must to jpy aqueh ke drz B oF
you and home, pe¢ forgeatting cur brave boy, Ipank.
LOve %6 all.

Ryer your dévAted husbana,

D&n. ¥. Grifrin,
1%. Col. a8%k Ihd. Vet. ‘9‘61

Thursday Morning, August 25th.

g ket _
Gebrge has {ust taker his lket Arty braman #1vh ug knd
ﬂ}; bé BT for the Nawwh ves, ebon. Afl wéll ¥nis mording mpa
et or ihe i ined.

K¥sg yrenk for me, retaining many for yoifyhelf.

L8 - ' Ever youte, Dén.

¥wor ¥ Adgv. Davbl.
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on the RYHd, | .
v g utgﬁﬁ Houniwesy ¢f Atlanta,
F. M. Amg. 28th, I8R4.

My Bear Wife:

Have néd o ehatee {04 sdme dayf te write you and as
tur CudpE is gn ghe mave today, ¥ annﬂ'l'g 8 ? By chance of sending
qmﬂ., :ﬁ&i' ea thaf we ha’yq giqg" gq\ 1199” {rom northern
sontmnyottidi and w{11 now £oroe M Rehe %0 comg out of Asalnta

$Q men w,. giva E holy véilpoads sauth.

0 t&i;ul vhar of 4sh Qorps, afid my Regimens tﬂn‘@ﬂﬂi\-
uﬁ ﬁqtﬂ& c‘ mbvg ﬂ,ﬁ.ﬁe & Battery. DMW ﬂérﬂ!ut io ga tar tbe
night, nev & bbt, ‘88 they em Erded | Miy wes
them very sQoR! th 1 npve bys dhebily ddedsd lf aé. vot Y

 fesl that & spdces {aswe of th !i phripdigd #1%1 dnpvle ma %o aoe
you sodfjer than sshervwibe; hnd bﬂ the cdunsry.

‘gemlth g gagﬁ dnd gii fn 1 ké% : 1. ‘w
capt. ¥ 1y m Vi Starf, ( ¥hp met
Kkt M{itrrdﬂtwﬁo J w111 Wy ;:: ul fb.r mé by his
cbrps { 4th ) maiy.
- uek nr. Payne on Fridaw %z'&‘ nu minkp he wirl be Homs I8
wév.

HAve net heard from you 84ncq ghe 0 f£egy tou hele baen

pdoky Jé¥ 1 tmﬁiilbg i’gg & n,o:..- &%t andxprw far o

RAHpY ! sty t B Ge gt n-
Wi ﬁuu ihﬂ, toam o hut,#? g

Yéur devotéd huiabdnd,
_ Dhni. ¥. Ge{ffin.

Love f.‘ all at om&. lpqn'g. be unaqqy Bt not hmﬂhg from mé
as 1 antioipmsd {4 v 51 be very difriodlt to send the mqma Nerth.

Have K ruai‘& #4# the safery of tha Avtng. - e
B
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Twensy ..lles soutn ot Atlanta,
Presday, ‘4 P. iii, aag. S0th, 1854,

My Dear Wire:

: I wrote you Sunday afternoon while passing the 4th
corps and trust thie letter may have reached you; as our Brigade and
Div. mail fgcilities have about given out. Today the P. li. of the
Rezular Brig, came up bringing papers as late as the 28th and by
him I shall try and forward this to yomn., The fact is, we have
struck away up here into Ga., on a huge raid, seeming to care bmt
little for cmmnunications at present. Have thus far prosgressed

without meeting scarcely any opposition.

: On Sunday afternoon, struck the Atlanta and West Point R. R.
twelve miles south of Atlanta; and yesserday effectually destroyed,
burned ties, twisted iron, etc, etc, for six o eilght miles. Todav
- we are s¢riking in the direction of the Macon R. R., in the direct-
ion of Jonesboro. Our Corps has met nothing but Gavalry and all.
‘seems t0 be going well, though T hardly expec. .0 s8e the: road oc-
cupied’ without any opposition. What the effeects of this move will
be yet remdins to be seen: they must leave Atlantea t0 meet us in
force, for. anythlng short of a large force would stand but a poor
show. ‘I yey trust thaty the objects may be attained without much
bloodshed. !

The weather: is intens«ly hot, but our marchea betng slow, the
men stand ‘it well; besides it is like a visit to the country to get
away irom the. old camps and works of Atlanta nad roach the open
gountry, where Georgis peaches and apples can be tound. This, to
both men and animals has proved of much value. I have had several
feasts of corn and had given up all idea of having any for this
season, long ago. A few apples have likewise hbeen seen and eaten.

Have not had a letter from you since the Ioth and anxiously
look for one next mail., I hear today that Joe Williams started
yesterday for the river with our mail, but his horse broke down at
Sandtown. We had about given Joe up for captured, he having left
us four days . since without levving any of us know where he was go-
ing; and supposing he, had gone fo a mail to the rear, by the road
we had traveled, we gave him up for gobbled. If he only reaches us
with the mail, we will forgive his indlscretion. '

Health 1s good, and so far as I can judge, everything is work-
ing well.

T have written this while seated by the roadside restinv. T
will close it this evening and I trust you may be so fortunate as
to zet it Be not discouraged at not receiving letters from me,
for until we close this Campaign, T see but litile chance of get-
tin.; them back to our lines of commnication. Have no fears for
our salety, we have plenty of rations along; bhesides it necessary,
tiils country would afrord a frair laving.

With umc: love to yourself, lIrank and the folks at home, T am

Evey yowes, Dan. F. Griffin
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Sundown, August 30th, I1884.

My Dear:

| Wrote you while seated by the roadside today.- Have
just gone into posipion for the nighg, in a good plece of countr!,
two and a half‘miles from the Macon R. ﬁ., and about five from
-Jonesbo?o. The advanca today, have encountered nothing but a-.
small body'of-Cayalry. I have begen somewhat surprise&-at notirindp
ing'anv opposiiion.' We are in strong force and every night putlu@
hasty line of works in a few houra, that defv the Rebals”

Have no additional-neus uo_sell you, only be of’ good‘cﬁégf-and
do not get uneésy at non arrival of letters. You know tha char-
acter of an'l. Shermén's.movementa,‘cut loasa fr&m all q&nﬁﬁﬁica-.
tions, @0 up ihepn;ééssary work and write afterwards.  Yef I hope
I shall be able to keep you adivsed of movements and of my whera-
abouts. ’

Citizen George will well yau the news: say to him, I received
his note from the Chattahoochee about the "hoss® question.

Kiss our poy and with much love,

‘ Believe me yours,

Dan. F. G.

Major C. ana triends all well.
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Jonesboro, Ga.,
¥riday Evenin., Sept. =2, I&s4.

My Dear Wite: _ _ :
Away down in Dixie engaged in the action of yester-
day and no way or commanicating to you that I am well, is the only
drawback to i;eneral ;sood tfeeling; for we met and thrashed the Lig-
ser naly of the Rebel Army yesterday, the old I4th gorps doing
nearly all of it. Charged their works, taking the part of the ltne
charged on, with 8 j.leces of Artillery and about I000 prisoners,
including one Brigadier ( Gen'l. Goran ); 'twas Hardee's and part
of Hood's old Corps, the flower of the chivalry and who say 'tis
the Tirst time their lines were ever charged and taken. - It may nos
be the last. - s = :

The 38th were in as usual; charged and carried their part of
the line; then swung at right angles to their works and swept. our
whole Brig. front, sending in 80 or I00 prisoners. .But in doing s=o
we suirered some; Ma,. Carter, & rlesh wound in the same 0l1d wound-
ed thiigzh, nov aangerous: Capts. Jenkins and Perry both I fear, mor-
tally wounaed; ana Lt. Osborn,killed. In addition to this, had 9
men killed and 23 wounded. Tell Col. Sc¢ribner the old boys hehaved
hendsoiely and did well. -

Lisv oif killed and wounded will be forwarded for. publication
as soon as mail commnications can be had. None rrpm'newlAlbany
injured. : : A

Don't know when this may reach you tut will try and forward it
by ¢ourier lines. : ;

I trust the worst or the campaisn is now over. (an't learn
wiietner or hot Atlanta is yet ours; have reports to that effect anl
presume & few days will tell all. 3

Have teen restin; today snua can't say when we shall leave here
nor where o to; at any rate we. have such an army ‘as can take care
of itselr anywhere and asaeinst the united Rebel strength in this
Juartvers : Wi ; :

Be or ooda cheer tor my sake: & Kind Providence has again car-
ried me sately throush and T tirmly btelieve, will return me in
sarety to you, for i: let us be tnankiul.

Write vo fister, kiss our boy; and love to all at home.

Ever yours,
Bap. #. Grifidiu,
Lit. Col. 38th Tod., Vet Vol.





